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No.  1786. 

Reference  to  precious  Report,  Annual  Series  No.  1638 


JAPAN. 

HIOGO  AND  OSAKA. 

Sir  E.  Satow  to  the  Marquis  of  Salisbury. 

My  Lord,  Tokio,  June  14,  1896, 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  Mr.  Enslie'a  Report 
on  the  Trade  and  Navigation  of  Hiogo  and  Oanka  ior  1895. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        ERNEST  SATOW. 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Navigation  of  Hiogo  and  Osaka  for  the 

Year  1895. 
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General 
remarks  on 
trade  and 
shipping. 


The  trade  for  1895  compares  with  that  of  1894  as  follows : 


Total 

Value. 

1895. 

1894. 

Difference. 

Imports.  , 
Exports . . 

£ 
6,180,250 
4,219,388 

£ 
6,601,721 
8,183,222 

-    421,471 
+  1,086,111 

10,399,588 

9,784,948 

+    664,640 

This  return  is  based  on  instructions  under  which  the  Mexican 
dollar  is,  for  the  purpose  of  compiling  trade  reports  and  returns, 
taken  at  the  approximate  average  rate  ruling  during  the  year. 

The  following  return,  reproducing  the  statistics  as  they  appear 
in  the  report  emanating  from  the  Bureau  of  Customs,  gives  a  very 
much  more  accurate  idea  of  the  course  of  trade : — 
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1 

Value. 

1895. 

1894. 

Difference. 

Imports 

hxports 

Dollars. 
65,612,298 
88,947,698 

Dollars. 
60,870,472 
29,781,127 

Dollars. 
+  4,741,821 
+   9,166,566 

Total 

104,559,986 

90,661,599 

+ 18,908,887 

The  instructions  above  referred  to  direct  that  the  sterling 
calculations  in  the  tables  accompanying  this  report  shall  be : — 
Imports  other  than  sugar  and  miscellaneous  Eastern,  but  excluding 
those  from  British  India,  so  far  as  they  are  distinguishable,  and 
from  Australia,  at  28.  Id. ;  imports  of  sugar  and  miscellaneous 
Eastern  prodtlce,  other  than  those  enumerated  above,  2a.  2d.; 
exports  at  2s.  Id.  Those  for  1894  were:  Imports  other  than 
sugar  and  miscellaneous , Eastern  produce,  2$.  2\d.\  imports, 
sugar  and  miscellaneous  Eastern,  2$.  \\d. ;  exports,  2s.  l±d. 

The  following  returns  give  a  very  clear  idea  of  the  growth 
and  present  volume  of  trade  in  this  district  and  that  of  Kanagawa 
(Yokohama). 

Imports. 


District. 

Value. 

1875. 

1885. 

1890. 

1895. 

/    Hiogo  and  Osaka        •  • 
v     Yokohama       ••        •• 

Dollars. 

5,726,797 

21,953,909 

Dollars. 

8,525,146 

18,680,879 

Dollars. 
85,881,558 
40,603,546 

Dollars. 
65,612,293 
56,062,560 

EXPORTS. 

* 

DUtriet 

Value. 

1875. 

1885. 

1890. 

1895. 

/       Hlogo  and  Osaka       . . 
Yokohama       ..        .. 

Dollars. 

8,092,405 

12,466,780 

Dollars. 

8,069,091 

23,850,399 

Dollars. 
17,157,513 
31,952,217 

Dollars. 
88,947,693 
84,477,418 

Total  Foreign  Tradb. 

District 

•    Value. 

1875. 

1885. 

1890. 

1895. 

Hiogo  and  Osaka 
Yokohama 

Dollars. 

8,819,202 

34,420,639 

Dollars. 
16,584,237 
42,480,778 

Dollars. 
62,539,071 
72,555,763 

Dollars. 
104,559,936 
140,539,978 

(2233) 
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4  JAPAN. 

This  return  bears  evidence  of  the  following  facts : — 
1.  In  1890  the  import  trade  of  this  district  was  5,000,000  dol. 
J  less  than  that  of  Yokohama,  whereas  in  1895  it  was  more  than 

9,000,000  doL  in  excess.     During  the  past  20  years  this  branch  of 

the  trade  has  increased  twelvefold  here,  that  of  Yokohama  not 

quite  threefold. 
j         2.   Since     1890     the     import    trade    here     has     increased 

30,000,000  dol.,  that  of  Yokohama  less  than  16,000,000  doL 
j         3".  During  the  last  20  years  the  import  trade  here  has  increased 

more  than  tenfold,  that  of  Yokohama  sevenfold. 
^         4.  The  total  foreign  trade  here  was  in  the  year  under  review 

more  than  twelvefold  that  of  20  years  ago ;    in  Yokohama  the 

increase  was  fourfold. 

The  following  return  furnishes  a  comparison  between  the  two 

districts,  with  regard  to  the  total  foreign  trade  and  shipping  of 

Japan. 


4  Year. 


1875 


18S5 


DUtiict. 


Total  Foreign 

Trade  of 

Japan. 


1890 


3896 


Hiogo  and  Osaka 
Yokohama 


Hiogo  and  Osaka 
Yokohama 


Hiogo  and  Osaka 
Yokohama 


Hiogo  and  Osaka 
Yokohama     . . 


Dollars. 
47,481,957 

Percentage. 
18  67 
72-51 


Total  Foreign  Shipping 
in  Jtpan. 


Number. 
881 


Tons. 
951,523 


Percentage.  I  Percentage. 
£9*38         I       23*93 
89-71  45  78 


Dollars. 
65,465,854 

Percentage. 
25-33 
64  88 


Dollars. 
137,462,201 

Percentage. 
38-21 
52-78 


Dollars. 
264,074,327 

Percentage. 
89*59 
68-21 


Number. 
975 

Percentage. 
21-84 
81  -39 


Tons. 
1,134,722 

Percentage. 
25-62 
87*86 


Number. 
1,575 

Percentage. 
83-52 
26-73 


Tons. 
2,393,692 

I  Percentage, 
'       85  -53 
i       30-76 


Number. 
3,047 

Percentage. 
86-40 
18-41 


Tons. 
4,934,839 

Percentage. 
87-53 
21-31 


Nora.— The  total  foreign  trade  of  Japan,  as  given  above,  is  exclusive  of  re- 
imports and  re-exports. 

The  two  following  returns  set  forth  very  distinctly  the  constant 
growth  of  trade  and  shipping  in  this  district 

As  stated  in  the  report  for  1894,  the  customs  returns  unavoid- 
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ably  convey  an  erroneous  idea  of  the  distribution  of  the  foreign 
trade  of  Japan. 

The  following  is  taken  from  the  returns  published  by  the 
Bureau  of  Customs : — 


FoaiioN  Trad*  or  Japav.  . . 


Value, 


Year. 

By- 

•     Imports. 

Exports. 

'    Total. 

1885    .. 

• 

Foreigners  .  • 
Japanese     .. 

|     Dollars. 
..1  25,724,778 
..1    2,814,986 

Dollars. 
3I,890;019 
8,191,898 

Dollars. 
57,114,797 
5,739,384 

1890'.. 

Foreigners .  •   ■ 
Japanese    .,   * 

..{  61,033,110 
..    19,521,765 

48,767;636 
6,123,962 

169,800,746 
25,645,727 

1895    ., 

Foreigners  .♦ 
Japanese    •  • 

..    88,431,606 
..J  38,829,388 

107,188,170 
26,328,816 

195,619,676 
65,158,154 

/ 


This  return  does  not  include  imports  by  the  Government  nor 
exports  for  ship's  use. 

Only  a  portion  of  the  so-called  Japanese  •  trade  is  in  reality 
Japanese  ;  the  bulk' of  it  is  on  foreign  account,  as  it  often  sterns 
to  suit  foreign  merchants  to  use  the  name  of  a  Japanese. 

The    peace    negotiations   between  Japan  and  China   having  Trade 
been  brought  to  a  satisfactory  conclusion  in  March,  1895,  the  g«*«**uy- 
trade  of  this  country  was  soon  restored  to  its  normal  condition ; 
the  effects  of  the  war  proved  fax  less  serious  than  was  reason-, 
ably  expected,  but  its  termination  undoubtedly  contributed  greatly 
to  the  expansion  of  foreign  commerce,  as  shown  in  the  returns. 


Imports. 


/ 


The  total  value  of  imports  for  the  past  year  amounts  to  Imports. 
65,612,293  dol.,  showing  an  increase  of  4,741,821  dol. 

As  regards  what  are  usually  termed  the  staple  articles  of 
import,  local  consumption  has  generally  been  good,  and  native 
buyers  have  consequently  been  able  on  the  whole  to  carry  out 
their  engagements  satisfactorily,  thus  relieving  foreign  merchants 
from  the  necessity  of  financing  for  and  holding  over,  without 
extra  remuneration,  large  quantities  of  goods- in  respect  to  over- 
due contracts,  which  has  so  often  embarrassed  the  trade  of  this 
country.  Prices  generally  have  slowly,  but  gradually,  followed 
the  advances  established  in  the  various  producing  markets,  and 
the  result  of  business  for  the  year  has  perhaps  been  better  than 
was  warranted  by  the  outlook  at  the  close  of  1894. 

The  increase  of  imports  occurs  principally  in  the  following 
articles  :~ 
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Articles. 


Cotton  manufactures — 

Handkerchiefs 

Threads 

Shirtings       .. 

Turkey-reds  ..         •  « 

Cotton,  raw   .. 

„      nnginned     . . 
Woollen  manufactures— 

Blankets 

Cloth 

Flannel 

Mousseline  de  laine . . 

Wool 

Metals- 
Iron,  bar       .  • 
„    plate     .. 

Lead 

Zinc 

Miscellaneous — 

Chemicals,  &&  •• 

Clocks 

Dyes  and  painU 

Gunny  bags  •  •         •• 

Hides 

Leather         •• 

Oilcakes        .  •         •  • 

Steamers 

Textile  fabrics 

Wines  and  spirits    • . 


Dozens 
Lbs.  .. 
Tarda.. 

Lbs.  •• 


Lbs.  . 
Tards. 


Lbs. 
Tons 


Number 
Lbs.  !! 
Number 


Quantity. 


84,616 

198,948 

2,447,562 

1,495,591 

86,888,850 

222,918 

286,845 
822,160 
700,774 
2,223,004 
481,012 

5,628 

1,802 

162 

585 


4,861,946 

588,602 

5 


Value. 


17,8?4 

8,797 

85,116- 

87,670 

15,999 

6(5,688 
11,157 


The  decrease  occurs  principally  in  the  following  articles :— 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cotton  manufactures— 

Satins 

Velvets         

Cotton  yarn 

Woollen  manufactures- 
Italian  cloth 

Metals- 
Iron,  pig 

Kerosene  oil     .. 

Bice 

Sugar     

Beans,  pease,  and  pnlse 

Locomotives 

Machinery        

Tarda.. 

„    •  •        •  • 
Lbs.  .  •        •  • 

Tarda.. 

Tons  .. 
Gallons 
Tons  •• 
„    .  •         . . 

•• 

1,625,640 
718,794 
944,756 

1,079,984 

8,500 

8,027,464 

57,645 

8,776 

• . 
•• 

• . 

40#,875 
17,872 
28,126 

Cotton  yam.  S  The  falling-off  in  this  branch  of  imports  continues,  and,  as 
compared  with  the  previous  year,  the  past  12  months  show  a 
shortage  of  7,000  piculs,  or  in  value  nearly  400,000  doL, 

Indian  yarn.  These  spinnings,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  favourite 
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chops,  appear  now  to  have  been  almost  entirely  supplanted  by 
the  produce  of  native  mills.  The  deficiency  in  the  total  im- 
portation of  yarn  is  consequently  to  be  found  mainly  under  this 
heading,  and  in  point  of  fact  it  amounts  to  more  than  50  per 
cent  as  compared  to  the  figures  for  1894.  Towards  the  end  of 
the  year,  in  consequence  of  a  considerable  advance  established  by 
the  native  mills,  the  market  showed  some  animation,  and  contracts 
for  a  few  thousand  bales  were  entered  into,  but  the  demand  proved 
to  be  transitory. 

Business  in  the  lower  counts  of  these  has  likewise  been  inter-  Manchester 
fered  with  by  the  native  manufacturer,  but  any  falling-off  inyarn* 
the  import  has  been  amply  made  up  for  by  the  larger  business 
in  doubled  yarns.  In  gassed  yarns,  also,  considerable  transactions 
have  taken  place,  and  the  market  continued  active  until  the  month 
of  December,  when  an  advance  took  place  in  Manchester,  to 
which  prices  here  failed  to  respond,  and  further  business  was 
checked. 

The  following  tables  give  a  very  clear  idea  of  the  decline  in 
the  importation  of  cotton  yarn  during  the  last  20  years : — 

Betubn  showing  the  Quantity  and  Value  of  Cotton  Yarn  Imported 
into  Japan  during  the  undermentioned  Years. 


Yew. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1875        ««         »•        ••         •• 
1885 

1890        

1395        

Lbs, 
17,991,077 
28,529,840 
42,544,408 
19,454,777 

Dollars. 
4,058,086 
5,190,095 
9,928,062 
7,082,975 

Of  the  above  quantities  : — 

District. 

1875. 

1885. 

1890. 

1895. 

To  Hiogo  and  Osaka  • . 
Yokohama  •• 
Nagasaki    .. 
other  ports 

Per  cent. 

1-42 

97*90 

•68 

•• 

Per  cent. 

41-18 
58-82 

Per  cent. 
47-86 
52*61 

Per  cent 
50-27 
48-85 

}      -88 

In  consequence  of  the  continued  expansion  of  the  spinning  and  Baw  cotton, 
weaving  industries  in  this  country,  the  import  of  the  raw  material 
has  assumed  still  larger  proportions,  showing  an  increase  of  up- 
wards of  30  per  cent,  upon  last  year's  figures.  China  staple  now 
takes  the  first  place  as  regards  quantity,  followed  closely  by 
Indian,  the  arrivals  of  which  amounted  to  146,000  bales,  against 
105,700  bales  in  1894.  American  has  also  largely  increased,  but, 
the  necessary  statistics  are  not  at  present  forthcoming.  Other 
descriptions  are  likewise  imported,  such  as  Saigon  and  Egyptian, 
but  these  have  not  yet  assumed  much  importance. 
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Price*  of  all  descriptions,  with  the  exception  of  American, 
have  been  fairly  steady  throughout  the  year.  As  regards  this 
latter  unfavourable  reports  of  the  crop  in  the  autumn  caused 
values  to  advance,  until  27  dol.  per  picul  was  reached  for  middling. 
Subsequently,  however,  the  market  followed  the  decline  established 
in  the  producing  country. 

Business  in  this  article  has  still  to  be  conducted  (in  respect  to 

Indian  staple)  under  the  rules  of  the  Cotton  Spinners'   Union, 

,  which  confine  the  importation  to  members  of  that  combination. 

The  result  is  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  trade  remains  in 

Japanese  hands. 

The  subjoined  table  has  been  drawn  up  by  the  Spinners' 
Union,  and  professes  to  show  what  descriptions  of  cotton  are 
used  in  manufacturing  the  different  counts  of  yarn.  It  should  be 
noted  that,  although  Japanese  and  Chinese  staples  are  classed 
together,  there  are  good  reasons  for  supposing  that  the  quantity  of 
the  former  is  comparatively  insignificant,  probably  not  5  per  cent, 
of  the  whole.  It  would  appear,  therefore,  that  the  mills  are  at 
present  dependent  upon  China  for  much  more  than  half  of  their 
supply,  a  significant  fact  in  connection  with  the  probable  develop- 
ment of  the  same  industry  in  that  country,  and  the  consequent 
decrease  of  the  quantity  of  cotton  available  for  export. 


Table  showing  the  Percentage  of  different  kinds  of  Cotton  used 
by  Spinning  Mills  of  Japan. 


Counts  of  Yam. 


10't  and  nnder 
ll's  to  IS'* 


14's 
•20's 


18's 
24't 


28's        32't 


88'ft        42*s 


Japanese 
and  Chiuesc. 


i 


Per  cent. 

100 
50  to  70 
80        50 
10        20 

None 


None 


Above  42'*  'gassed)  !       None 


Other  Kinds. 


Remarks. 


Per  cent. 

None 
30  to  50 
50        70 
80        90 

100 


100 


100 


j  1  Indian  and  Saigon  of  medium 
!  /     quality  in  equal  proportions 
;    American    Middling,    Indian 
j        and  Saigon  of  fine  quality 
;    American   Middling,    with  a 
small    proportion    of    fine 
I        Indian  and  Saigon 
|    American     Strict     Middling, 
with  perhaps  a  mixture  of 
fair  Egyptian 
American     Good     Middling, 
with  perhaps  a  mixture  of 
fine  Egyptian 


Tbe  volume  of  the  business  done  in  Japan  during  the  last  20 
years  is  very  clearly  set  forth  in  the  following  table. 

The  amount  of  raw  cotton  imported  in  1885  was,  in  round 
figures,  12,000,000  lbs.,  as  against  211,000,000  lbs.  during  the  year 
under  review. 
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Kbtubn  showing  the  Quantity  and  Value  of  Raw  Cotton  Imported 
into  Japan  during  the  undermentioned  Years. 


Tear. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Lb«. 

Dollars. 

1875        

8,741,567 

869,737 

1885        

5,863,985 

601,778 

1885,  unginned  ..         ..         , . 

6,935,210 

207,295 

1890        

84,779,127 

4,134,790 

1890,  unginned 

34,748,209 

1,230,868 

1895        

,     191,291,012 

24,304,814 

1895,  unginned  .. 

,      21,579,292 

517,283 

Of  the  above  quantities : — 


District. 


1875.        !         1885. 


1890. 


1895. 


Per  cent. 

!     Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

Per  c*nt. 

To  Hiogo  and  Osaka  .  .- 

10-53 

i       6i  *8 

i       80  24 

87-29 

Yokohama  . . 

24-70 

i       18  86 

1       15-63 

12-07 

Kagasaki 

64  77 

j       18-56 

8  99 

•57 

other  porta 

•• 

" 

•18 

•07 

/ 


On  April  1  last  the  import  duty  on  raw  cotton  was  abolished. 
This  is  a  great  boon  to  Japanese  cotton  spinners,  and  will  enable 
them  to  sell  their  yarns  at  much  lower  prices  to  home  consumers. 
In  the  matter  of  export  the  advantage  will  be  great.  According 
to  a  Japanese  journal,  a  bale  of  20's.  Japanese  yarn  laid  down  in 
Shanghai  before  this  change,  at  9369  dol.,  while  similar  Bombay 
yarn  only  cost  93*34  doL  ;  now,  however,  it  will  be  possible  to  lay 
down  Japan  yarn  in  the  Shanghai  market  at  105  dol.  per  bale 
less  than  Bombay  yarn.  According  to  the  size  of  the  mill,  this 
removal  of  duty  means  a  clear  profit  of  50,000  dol.  to  75,000  dol. 
per  mensem. 

This  leading  industry,  with  its  head  centre  in  Osaka,  still  con 
tinues  to  increase,  and  at  the  end  of  last  year  Japan  had 
cotton  mills,  with  525,043  spindles. 

The  spinning  companies  have  realised  extraordinarily  large 
profits  during  the  past  year,  and  in  addition  to  setting  aside  con- 
siderable sums  for  the  reserve  funds,  very  many  of  these  have 
declared  large  dividends.  The  principal  causes  of  this  increase 
in  profits  are  a  steady  rise  in  the  market  prices  of  the  products  of 
the  mills,  a  fall  in  the  rate  of  interest  on  money,  and  cheapness  of 
fuel  and  labour. 

As  to  the  last  named  item,  however,  it  must  be  observed  that  the 
present  scarcity  of  labour  is  causing  some  loss  and  much  anxiety 
to  the  companies.  It  is  stated  that  in  some  mills  a  considerable 
number  of  spindles  are  lying  idle  in  consequence  of  want  of  hands. 
The  scarcity  of  hands  is  principally  due  to  a  return  of  prosperity 
throughout  the  country,  and  people  are  therefore  reluctant  to  send 
their  girls  to  factories. 


/ 


Cotton 
53  spinning 
industry. 
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It  is  estimated  that  the  average  profit  made  per  spindle  in  the 
cotton  spinning  factories  during  the  past  year  was  3*561  dol.,  the 
highest  profit  obtained  being  6*761  doL,  and  the  lowest  1*453  doL 

The  scheme  for  starting  Japanese  cotton  spinning  mills  in  China 
has  not  yet  been  carried  through,  there  being  an  idea  among  the  pro- 
moters that  increased  internal  dues  on  native  produce  in  China 
will  render  success  impossible. 

The  three  returns  accompanying  this  report  contain  full 
statistics  about  the  cotton  mills,  the  amount  of  cotton  consumed 
and  the  amount  of  cotton  yarn  produced. 

The  following  table  is  of  interest  :— 

Net  Profit  per  Spindle  during  the  Year  1895. 


Spinning  Company. 


Koriyama  •• 

Kisbiwada  .. 

Owari 

Sakai 

Settau 

Hiraoo 

Kurame 

Wakayama 

Fukayama  .. 

Kuraahiki  .. 

Osaka 

Kanegafachl  .. 

Meiji 

Miike 

Uwdjima     ••         . . 

Amagasaki . . 

Maleuyama..         •• 

Miye 

Senshu 

Aaahi 

Tamashima. . 

Himeji 

jfukughiina..         .. 

Toklo 

Iyo 

Okayama    . . 
Noda 

Arerage 


2  975 


January  to 

July  to 

June. 

December. 

Yen. 

Yen. 

4*661 

6-761 

4-627 

5  255 

3  860 

4-808 

8*802 

4-751 

8-760 

4  -395 

8-741 

4  -388 

8 -630 

,. 

3*602 

4-629 

8-621 

3-936 

8-440 

8-233 

8-186 

8-403 

3  220 

8-482 

3  170 

8-555 

3  121 

2-691 

8-098 

4-453 

2-852 

8-746 

2  840 

#  # 

2*684 

8  984 

2  537 

2-785 

1-826 

2-052 

1-726 

2*206 

1-726 

5-388 

1*484 

8  082 

1-433 

3-898 

0-706 

4-257 

,m 

2  507 

•• 

1-453 

8-779* 


Grey 

shirtings. 


Turkey-reds* 


These  goods  show  an  increase  of  94,000  dol.,  representing 
about  2,000,000  yards.  During  the  early  part  of  the  year  a  large 
speculative  business,  principally  in  the  commoner  qualities,  was 
induced  by  the  low  prices  ruling  in  Manchester.  The  result  how- 
ever appears  to  have  been  disappointing  to  the  operators,  as, 
although  home  values  increased,  the  local  market  was  slow  to 
follow  the  advance,  and  in  fact  the  demand  sensibly  decreased 
towards  the  close,  leaving  considerable  stocks  on  hand. 

The  trade  in  native  dyed  goods,  the  large  expansion  of  which 
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was  referred  to  in  our  last  review,  has  greatly  fallen  off,  and  an 
active  demand  was  experienced  again  for  foreign  importation, 
whilst  the  limited  stock  in  second  hands  enabled  holders  to  obtain 
an  advance  in  prices.  A  fair  amount  of  business  consequently 
took  place  during  the  latter  half  of  the  year,  but  after  November 
the  enquiry  ceased  and  the  market  became  lifeless. 

The  consumption  of  grey  velvets  appears  to  have  been  greatly  Velvet*, 
over-estimated,  and  the  market  has  not  yet  recovered  from  the 
depressing  effects  of  the  heavy  stocks  carried  forward  from  last 
year.    A  somewhat  better  demand  has  existed  for  the  usual  quali- 
ties of  black. 

Business  in  these  goods  has  also  been  considerably  overdone,  Cotton 
the  contracts  entered  into  towards  the  end  of  1894  being  greatly  ItallM»- 
in  excess  of  actual  requirements.    The  result  has  been  low  prices 
and  a  dragging  market  throughout. 

A  considerable  decrease  has  to  be  noted  in  these,  even  as  com-  Italian  cloths, 
pared  with  the  unsatisfactory  iigures  of  1894  Buyers  held  off 
until  the  year  was  well  advanced,  and  even  after  home  values 
(having  touched  their  lowest)  had  begun  to  advance  rapidly,  in 
hopes  of  a  reaction,  but  were  disappointed,  and  had  finally  to  pay 
high  prices  for  the  small  supplies  that  remained  available.  At 
the  close  some  extensive  contracts  were  entered  into  for  1896 
arrival. 

These  goods  again  show  a  satisfactory  increase,  the  figures  for  MooMeline* 
1895  being  2,200,000  yards,  or  543,000  doL  in  excess  of  thedeUine- 
previous  year.  Prices  during  the  first  few  months  were  unre- 
munerative,  being  actually  under  cost,  but  dealers  had  finally  to 
increase  their  quotations  in  order  to  meet  the  constantly  advancing 
home  values,  and  since  then  considerable  quantities  (mostly  for 
forward  delivery)  have  been  settled  at  satisfactory  rates. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  consumption  of  coloured  cloth,  which 
at  one  time  formed  the  larger  portion  of  the  trade,  has  now 
entirely  ceased,  and  imports  consist  almost  exclusively  of  grey 
goods  and  "  blanc  d'impression,"  which  are  dyed  here  at  a  lower 
cost  than  is  possible  in  Europe. 

Imports  show  an  increase  in  value  of  125,000  doL,  as  com-  Blanket* 
pared  to  1894,  a  large  proportion  of  which   however  properly 
belongs  to  the  latter  season. 

The  usual  demand  for  autumn  arrival  was  experienced  in 
April-May,  when  the  bulk  of  the  business  for  the  year  was 
effected  under  contract.  Subsequently  a  rise  in  the  value  of  wool 
in  Europe  caused  prices  gradually  to  advance,  and  they  reached 
their  highest  during  October,  after  which  time  the  demand  fell  off 
and  quotations  declined. 

Government  requirements  for  military  purposes  have  caused 
a  larger  consumption  than  usual  of  the  heavier  weights.  It  may 
be  noted  moreover  that  green  blankets  have  been  in  less  demand 
this  year. 

One  or  two  native  factories  are  in  operation,  which  produce  an 

inferior  quality. 

The  import  of  this  article,  which  assumed  such  large  dimen- Chlorate  of  / 

potash. 


Digitized  by  LiOOQ IC 


12  JAt»AN. 

sious  in  1894,  has  fallen  away  to  below  the  figures  even  of  the 
preceding  year,  leaving  moreover  an  unsold  stock  of  nearly  one 
half  the  quantity  in  first  hands.  The  cause  of  the  falling  off  is 
doubtless  due  mainly  to  the  heavy  supplies  carried  forward  from 
the  former  period,  but  may  perhaps  be  also  attributable  in  some 
slight  degree  to  the  fa' t  that  the  article  is  now  manufactured 
locally  to  an  increasing  extent 

Other  As  regards  the  various  articles  under  this  heading,  which 

chemicals.  include  caustic  soda,  as  well  as  parafin  wax,  amorphous  phosphorus 
and  other  materials  used  principally  in  the  manufacture  of 
matches,  the  market  has  been  quiet  throughout  the  year,  with 
notlring  of  special  interest  to  report.  Local  works  have  also  been 
established  for  the  making  of  these  at  Osaka  and  other  places,  the 
output  of  which  is  gradually  increasing,  and  cannot  fail  even- 
J  tually  to  interfere  seriously  with  the  sale  of  imported  goods. 

Raw  silk.    *         Jn  1894  the  import  of  these  articles  was  trifling,  but  during 

^nT&c' 8,08i  ^e  year  un(*er  review  reached  a  total  of  no  less  than  30,261/. 

silk  piece-  The  trade  in  silk  piece-goods  also  shows  a  very  substantial 

good*.  increase. 

Timber  and  This  item  appears  for  the  first  time  as  an  import.    The  total 

plank*.  value  imported  last  year  was  7,874J.,  chiefly  from  British  India, 

Siam,  and  China. 

Window  glast.  For  the  first  2  or  3  months  of  the  year  comparatively  small 
stocks  and  moderate  arrivals  tended  to  keep  the  market  steady, 
with  perhaps  an  upward  tendency.  Subsequently  however  prices 
receded  in  consequence  of  increased  imports,  and  in  July  the 
lowest  point,  3-45  dol.  was  reached. 

Meanwhile,  owing  to  strikes  in  Belgium  several  of  the  prin- 
cipal works  were  closed,  and  production  was  considerably 
curtailed  during  a  period  extending  over  several  months.  Stocks 
here  in  the  interval  became  entirely  exhausted  and  prices  com- 
menced to  advance,  closing  finally  in  December  at  425  dol.  to 
4*50  dol.  The  total  importation  was  slightly  in  excess  of  the 
previous  year. 

Business  in  this  article  was  very  remunerative  to  importers. 

Metal*  The  result  of  this  year's  trade  in  metals  of  various  kinds  has 

been  generally  successful  to  all  concerned,  and  particularly  so  to 
Japanese  dealers,  who,  alive  to  the  fact  that  stocks  in  the  country 
were  much  reduced,  and  rightly  anticipating  a  revival  of 
business  consequent  on  the  termination  of  the  war,  contracted 
largely  with  foreigners  at  the  low  prices  ruling  in  the  home 
markets  during  the  summer  months,  and  goods  arriving  at  the 
end  of  the  year  showed  handsome  profits,  this  being  notably  the 
case  with  Eedcar  pig  iron  and  German  wire  nails. 

Bar  and  plate        Of  the  staple  articles,  bar  and  plate  iron  show  a  large  increase 

hou.  over  the  former  year;    wire  nails  having  also  improved;  the 

figures  for  pig-iron  show  a  heavy  falling-off,  which  is  accounted 
for  by  the  fact  that  the  large  importation  of  Redcar  for  making 
pipes  for  the  Osaka  waterworks  were  included  in  the  statistics 
for  1893  and  1894. 

Sheet  xine.  Sheet  zinc  continues  to  be  largely  imported,  being  indispens- 
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able  as  lining  for  the  cases  in  which  matches  are  packed  for 
export.  Prices  fluctuated  violently  during  the  year,  due  mainly 
to  a  cornering  of  stocks  by  dealers,  consequent  on  a  temporary 
falling- off  in  arrivals. 

Lead,  which  is  now  imported  heavily  from  Australia,   has  Lead, 
increased  from  1,870  tons  in  1894  to  2,032  tons  in  the  year  under 
review. 

The  chief  features  of  interest  in  connection  with  the  subject 
of  metals  is  the  large  and  increasing  demand  for  Siemens'  plates 
for  boilers  and  ship-building,  and  for  all  other  purposes  for  which 
ordinary  Belgian  plates  have  hitherto  been  used. 

Japan  continues  to  be  dependent  on  Great  Britain  and  the 
Continent  for  her  supplies  of  metals,  and  there  is  little  prospect 
of  a  nearer  and  better  market  being  found  in  the  future,  while  the 
demand  from  the  districts  for  which  this  is  the  port  of  entry  is 
certain  to  increase  year  by  year. 

American  nails  have  been  iniported  into  Yokohama,  but  not 
meeting  with  favour  were  sold  at  great  loss. 

Total  sales  of  Hong-Kong  refined  sugar  in  1895  are  returned  Sugar, 
at  590,432  picuis,  against  464,973  piculs  during  the  previous  year. 
In  consequence,  however,  of  a  larger  proportion  than  before  of  the 
cheaper  qualities  being  taken,  the  value  of  imports  does  not  show 
a  corresponding  increase.  A  large  quantity,  moreover,  sold  under 
contract  late  in  the  season  had  not  arrived  on  December  31,  and  is 
not  included  consequently  in  the  returns. 

Owing  to  considerable  stocks  in  the  hands  of  buyers  at  the 
commencement  of  the  year,  the  market  was  at  first  somewhat 
weak,  and  prices,  in  fact,  declined  a  little.  Subsequently,  however, 
the  demand  recovered,  and  from  the  month  of  March  a  fair  enquiry 
existed  at  improved  rates.  The  following  may  be  considered  as 
closing  quotations:  No.  1,  9  dol.  50  c.  per  1  picul;.  No.  2, 
9  dol.  30  c. ;  No.  3,  9  dol.  5  c. ;  No.  4,  7  doL  30  c. 

Some  business  in  German  beet  sugar  has  to  be  noticed,  result- 
ing in  the  sale  of  about  30,000  piculs.  With  this  exception  all 
supplies  have  come  from  the  2  Hong-Kong  refineries. 

The  import  of  raw  sugar  has  decreased  somewhat,  being  only 
124,690  piculs  against  168,783  piculs  for  the  preceding  year. 
Prices  current  have  not  given  a  very  satisfactory  result. 

Prices  continued  to  advance  from  the  commencement  of  the  Kerosene  ofl. 
year  to  about  the  end  of  April,  when  a  period  of  weakness  set  in 
which  lasted  till  the  close  of  the  summer.  Dealers  then  realised 
that  supplies  would,  be  small  during  the  winter  season,  and  an 
improvement  in  prices  immediately  resulted,  this  tendency  being 
later  on  considerably  helped  by  news  from  Europe,  to  the  effect 
that  an  accident  to  the  railway  would  seriously  affect  the  quantity 
available  for  export  from  Batoum.  The  state  of  the  market  at 
the  close  may  be  considered  very  healthy,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
dealers  have  refrained  from  undue  speculation  and  must  have 
consequently  done  well  during  the  year.  Deliveries  show  a  slight 
falling-off  as  compared  with  1894.  The  wells  at  Yechigo  are 
gradually  increasing  their  out-turn  which  amounts  to  1,500,000 
gallons  for  the  past  year. 


Digitized  by  LiOOQ IC 


14 


Japan. 


Delivery  of  Oil  during  the  Year  1895. 

/- 

Month. 

Quantity. 

Atlantic. 

Chester. 

Anchor. 

Balk.   . 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

*»y 

August 

September 
October            • . 
November        ••         •• 
December         .  • 

Cases. 

104,188 

86,628 

86,850 

88,964 

57,095 

73,462 

116,871 

109,387 

11H,022 

198,199 

85,287 

68,146 

Cases. 

16,842 

16,817 

12,270 

7,980 

8,270 

6,831 

12,647 

21,450 

28,515 

62,981 

59,514 

10,486 

Cases. 
2,819 

•  • 

-200 
610 

2,670 
16,442 
12,956 
87,763 
19,280 

Cases. 
62,428 
89,417 
49,788 
62,315 
29,242 
21,861 
21,415 
29,157 
3?,454 
48,058 
74,164 
69,353 

Total     .. 

1.187,924 

253,006 

92,740 

529,097 

Langkat  oil  from   Netherlands-India  was   imported  during 
the  past  year,  but  met  with  no  success  owing  to  bad  packing. 


Exports. 

Experts.  The  figures  for  the  present  year  are  again  largely  in  excess 

of  those  for  1894,  and  show  an  increase  in  trade  to  the  extent 
of  9,166,566  doL 

Th:s  increase  is  observable  in  almost  every  article  enumerated, 
the  decrease  being  confined  to  a  very  limited  number. 

The  increase  in  exports  occurs  in  the  following  articles : — 


Articles. 


Carpets 

Copper,  manufactured . . 
Cotton,  manufactured  .. 

Matches j  Gross 

Matting 

.Porcelain  I 

Bice       !  Tons 

Sake",  Japanese  rice  beer 

Straw  plaits t  Bundles 

Tea        ■ 

I 


Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

.. 

57,878 

.. 

25,391 

.. 

98,043 

2,954,054 

.. 

•  • 

168,137 

.. 

85,281 

22,8E8 

. . 

25,835 

642,670 

.. 

82,854 
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The  decrease  occurs  principally  as  follows : — 


Articles. 


Bag*  .. 
Umbrellas 
Wax,  vegetable. 


Tons  .. 
Number 
Tons  .. 


Quantity.  Value. 


* 

6.065 

.. 

697,868 

•  • 

965 

•  • 

A  severe  winter  followed  by  a  long  and  cold  spring,  retarded  Tea. 
the  growth  of  the  new  leaf,  and  first  arrivals  came  to  hand  a     ^ 
week  later  than  in  1894.    These  adverse  conditions  of  climate 
resulted  in  an  inferior  first  crop,  and  as  the  rainfall  during  May 
and  June  was  comparatively  very  slight,  no  improvement  followed 
later  on. 

On  the  other  hand  fresh  competitors  having  entered  the 
market,  an  active  demand  existed  all  through  the  season, 
especially  at  the  opening  when  prices  were  fully  10  per  cent, 
over  those  of  1894  There  were  certainly  slight  grounds  for  a 
speculative  demand  in  consequence  of  the  fighting  in  Formosa, 
and  it  was  thought  that  little  or  no  leaf  would  be  picked  there, 
but  contrary  to  all  expectation  the  crop  of  that  island  was  a  very 
prolific  one.  The  result  was  a  disorganised  market  in  Canada 
and  the  United  States,  too  much  high-priced  tea  being  on  ofler. 

Low  grade  teas  attracted  most  attention  towards  the  end  of 
the  season,  and  as  they  were  in  small  supply,  buyers  paid  very  full 
prices,  in  some  cases  25  per  cent,  advance  over  last  season. 

Settlements  for  the  year,  including  direct  export,  amounted 
to  158,185  piculs,  against  138,734  piculs  in  1894,  and  143,187 
piculs  in  1893. 

Direct  export  by  Japanese  merchants  amounted  to  7,568  piculs, 
against  7,000  piculs  in  1894. 

The  value  of  the  crop  was  3,800,000  doL,  against  3,100,000  dol. 
in  1894,  the  average  price  per  picul  being  23  doL  88  c,  against 
22  doL  75  c.  in  1894,  and  21  dol.  37  c.  in  1893.  After  allowing 
for  the  excess  in  quantity,  some  20,000  piculs,  it  will  be  seen  that 
both  producers  and  dealers  must  have  done  a  good  and  profitable 
business. 

The  Nippon  Tea  Society  have  displayed  a  very  considerable 
amount  of  activity  by  sending  two  delegates  to  enquire  into  the 
state  of  the  tea  trade  in  America.  On  the  return  of  the 
commissioners  they  reported  at  great  length,  and  brought  back 
a  number  of  orders. 

Notwithstanding  difficulties  arising  out  of  the  war  with  China,  Rioe. 
the  foreign  export  of  this  article  for  the  season  ,1894-95  (which 
extends  from  November  1  to  October  31)  shows  a  very  considerable 
\      increase  upon  the  figures  of  the  previous  year.     In  consequence 
If     of  interruption  of  local  traasit,  supplies  from  the  districts  pro- 
ducing the  best  grain  were  almost  entirely  cut  off,  and  the  general 
quality  of  shipments  was  thereby  to  a  great  extent  impaired.    This 
(2233)  b 
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inferiority  became  more  apparent  as  the  season  advanced,  and  "was 
specially  noticeable  in  the  case  of  purchases  of  second  quality 
made  late  in  the  autumn. 

The  market  opened  at  about  3  dol.  90  c  per  picul  for  No.  1 
brown,  but  subsequently  declined,  the  lowest  point  fabout 
3  dol.  60  c.)  being  touched  in  December,  1894.  Thence  it 
gradually  advanced,  and    was    maintained  at   3  dol.  70  e.  1x> 

3  doL  80  c,  with  an  occasional  slight  reaction*  until  unfavourable 
reports    of    the    growing    crop  in  August   drove  prices  up  to 

4  dol.  20  c.  These  fortunately  proved  to  be  exaggerated,  and 
quotations  declined  again  shortly  to  the  opening  point,  at  Which 
they  remained  steady  until  the  end  of  the  season. 

The  export  figures  annexed  include  12,750  tons  brown. rice 
shipped  fiora  Moji  This  port*  although  possessing  natural 
advantages,  in  its  proximity  to  the  best  producing  districts,  has 
not  so  for  been  able  successfully  to  compete  with  Kobe,  owing 
to!  the  absence  of  satisfactory  packing  and  shipping  facilities,  and 
to  its  not  being  fully  opto  to  foreign  trade. 

;  The  trade  in  mill  polished  rice  appears  to  be  falling-off  pro- 
portionately, as  wiU  be  seen  from  the  following  figures : — 


Suxm. 


1891-92 
1892-93 
1898-94 
1894-95 


PoifahaA. 


Did  ml 


Tans. 

18,745 

82,428 

22,426 

27,026 


Tom. 

48,140 
60,641 
46,492 
87,594 


Percentage  of 
Polished. 


i8* 
55| 

4*8* 

81 


The  crop  of  1894-95  has  been  harvested  under  favourable 
circumstances,  and  the  quality  of  the  grain  appears  to  be 
satisfactory.  Prices,  however,  in  sympathy  with  the  increasing 
value  of  all  food  supplies  in  this  country,  opened  even  higher 
than  last  year,  and  there  is  but  poor  prospect  of  any  resjponse 
from'  European  markets,  wtich  are  now  being  supplied  by  Indian 
grain  neart^  60  per  cent,  cheaper  than -the  present  cost  of  Japan 
rice:  ..••»...». 

Export  of  Japan  Rice. 


Seuon  1094-06. 

Somou  1898-94.    ' 

Brown. 

PoUihed. 

Total. 

Brown* 

Polithofl. 

TotaL 

Europe       • 

▲tttnit*   ... 

Ton*. 
69,021 
16,886 

2,887 

Tons. 

16,066 
8,848 
6,828 

Tons. 
66,676 
19,284 
8,710 

Tom. 
86,7*6 
6,282 

8,486 

Ton*. 

18,021 
1,678 
7,782 

Turn, 
49,796 
;  7,906 
11,217 

ToteU       ... 

87,694 

27,026 

114,620 

46,498 

22,426 

68,918 

The  largest  export  on  record  was  in  1888-39,  when  the  figure^ 
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were,  brown,  159,908  tons;  polished,  29,710  tons— total,  189,618 
tons. 

The  main  feature  of  the  year  lias  been  a  decided  and  steady  Copper, 
advance  in  prices  since  the  early  part  of  May,  in  sympathy  with 
aii  improved  market  in  Europe.  Quotations  reached  their  highest 
point  in  September,  when  25  doL  per  picul  was  paid  for  Sumitomo 
ingots.  Since  then  the  export  demand  has  fallen  off,  owing  to  a 
considerable  decline  in  the  consuming  centres,  which  native  holders 
are  unwilling  to  follow. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  year  business  was  entirely  suspended, 
native  demands  being  from  10  to  15  per  cent,  above  the  parity  of 
home  values.  Japanese  dealers,  whilst  alert  to  take  advantage  of 
an  unexpected  rise,  are,  as  usual,  exceedingly  unwilling  to  accom- 
modate themselves  to  the  inevitable  reaction,  and  it  may  be  some 
time  before  prices  decline  to  a  practical  point. 

The  position  of  sellers  has  moreover  been  greatly  strengthened 
by  an  increased  consumption  throughout  the  jear  in  the  Govern- 
ment Arsenals;  and  the  expectation  of  further  demand  from  the  same 
source,  together  with  hopes  of  enquiry  on  Chinese  account,  have 
contributed  to  impart  a  firm  tone  to  the  market. 

Exports  show  a  falling  off  as  compared  to  former  years,  as  may 
be  seen  by  the  following  figures : — 


Tear. 

Quantity. 

Tons. 

1895 

•  •        ••        ••        ••        •• 

6,500 

1804 

7,100 

1898 

7,000 

1892 

7,100 

1391 

7,000 

The  shipments  to  Europe  have  increased,  whilst  those  to  other 
countries,  and  notably  to  China  during  the  first  six  months,  are 
smaller. 

Notwithstanding  this,  the  production  each  year  continues 
gradually  to  increase,  the  falling  off  in  exports  being  more  than 
counterbalanced  by  the  larger  quantity  taken  for  home  consump- 
tion. 

The  history  of  this  trade  during  the  past  year  is  remarkable  Camphor, 
for  the  extraordinary  advance  in  value  brought  about  by  the  action 
of  European  speculators,  and  in  a  measure  maintained  to  the 
close. 

Commencing  at  40  dol.  per  picul,  prices  of  crude  advanced  by 
slow  degrees,  and  with  occasional  fluctuations,  until  56  dol.  was 
reached  in  March.  Thence  a  gradual  decline  was  experienced, 
quotations  early  in  May  being  only  48  dol.  25  c.  A  sudden 
recovery  subsequently  took  place,  values  advancing  rapidly  to 
70  dol.  per  picul,  and  the  upward  movement  continued,  checked 
only  by  temporary  reactions,  until  the  highest  point  of  the  market, 
96  doL  per  picul,  was  reached  towards  the  end  of  September. 
C2233)  B  2 
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From  the  middle  of  October  until  the  close  of  the  year  prices  hrive 
fluctuated  between  76  dol.  and  87  dol.  50  c. 

Notwithstanding  the  remarkable  advance  in  value,  native 
dealers  have  probably  sustained  considerable  losses  during  the 
season,  having  been  tempted  to  dispose  of  drug,  already  contracted 
for  in  the  early  period  of  the  year,  at  the  enhanced  values  current 
during  May  and  June,  in  the  hope  of  being  able  to  meet  their 
engagements  by  subsequent  repurchases  at  lower  rates. 

Total  settlements  for  export  are  returned  at  18,750  piculs, 
compared  with  those  of  previous  years  as  follows : — 


Tear. 

Quantity. 

Piculi. 

1894 

18,500 

1898 

28,600 

1892 

25,500 

1891 

86,100 

1890 

88,600 

Vegetable 

wax. 


Antimony. 


Straw  braid. 


It  does  not  appear  as  if  the  high  prices  have  so  far  had  any  effect 
upon  supplies. 

Refined  camphor,  of  which  there  are  three  manufactories  in 
this  district,  has  likewise  advanced  in  sympathy  with  the  crude 
produce. 

The  export  of  this  article  shows  a  considerable  falling  off,  the 
figures  for  1895  being  26,700  piculs  against  41,200  piculs  in  1894. 
Prices  ruled  steadily  at  12  dol.  to  12  doL  50  c.  for  best  quality 
until  November,  when  they  commenced  to  advance  and,  native 
dealers  having  combined  with  producers  in  the  interior,  the  value 
was  ultimately  forced  up  to  20  dol.  to  22  dol.  per  picul. 
Purchases  were  entirely  suspended  in  December,  and  it  remains  to 
be  proved  whether  foreign  markets  will  respond  or  holders  be  com- 
pelled to  give  way.  The  supply  of  the  raw  material,  so  far  as  can 
be  ascertained,  appears  to  have  been  about  the  same  as  usual,  and 
although  the  cost  of  preparation  has  doubtless  increased  somewhat, 
this  cannot  be  considered  a  satisfactory  explanation  of  the 
altogether  abnormal  advance. 

In  sympathy  with  the  depression  that  has  existed  in  Europe, 
the  market  here  for  this  article  has  shown  little  or  no  animation 
throughout  the  year.  Prices  for  once  smelted  ore  have  fluctuated 
but  slightly,  ruling  at  from  8  doL  down  to  7  doL  60  c.  per  picul, 
but  even  these  comparatively  low  rates  have,  as  a  rule,  shown  no 
margin  upon  home  quotations.  On  the  other  hand  they  have 
apparently  given  insufficient  encouragement  to  producers,  and  the 
output  is  said  to  have  been  to  some  extent  reduced. 

The  export  of  this  article  has  nearly  doubled  during  the  year, 
and  now  reaches  the  respectable  value  of  637,112  dol.  Prices 
show  a  steady  advance,  and  the  finer  qualities  are  now  so  dear 
that  they  have  recently  been  to  some  extent  neglected  in  favour 
of  the  coarser  and  cheaper  kinds.    The  United  States  are  the 
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principal  market  for   this  produce,  although  there  is  also  some 
export  to  Europe. 

A  considerable  increase  in  the  settlements  ot  waste  silk  has  Silk  mdailk 
taken  place  during  the  past  year,  purchases  on  foreign  account  ****- 
being  returned  at  about  5,000  piculs,  against  2,000  piculs  in  1894. 

Price3  have  ruled  throughout  in  favour  of  buyers,  as  may  be 
seen  from  the  following  table  of  comparative  quotations : — 


Deeember,  1895.         |                  1894. 

From— 

To— 

From— 

To- 

Filature  Noahl  1  and  a 

Kibizol 
Temarki  Noahi  1  and  % 

Dollart. 
99 
70 
81 

Dollart. 
100 
71 
82 

Dollart. 
110 
80 
90 

Dollart, 
IIS 
81 
91 

No  transactions  in  silk  have  taken  place  during  the  year. 

Some  activity  is  being  displayed  among  Japanese  in  regard  to 
the  local  silk  trade ;  a  raw  silk  inspection  house  is  to  be  established, 
and  it  is  proposed  to  form  a  union  among  raw  silk  manufacturers 
in  this  part  of  Japan,  holding  out  additional  banking  and  ware- 
housing i'acilities. 

The  manufacture  of   Japanese    matches,  which  received  a  Hatchet, 
temporary  check  during  the  war,  has  been  continued  throughout 
the  year  in  full  activity,  and  these  goods  now  form  the  largest  J 
item  (excepting  that  of  rice)  amongst  the  exports  of  Kobe.    The 
figures  for  1895  give  a  value  of   4,397,007  dol.,  being   nearly 
900,000  dol.  in  excess  of  last  year. 

China  is  by  far  the  largest  consumer,  but  a  considerable  quantity 
goes  to  the  Straits  and  India.  Occasional  shipments  are  made  to 
Australia,  and  an  attempt  has  even  been  lately  made  to  introduce 
them  into  Europe. 

In  common  with  many  other  imitations  of  European  com- 
modities cheapness  is  the  principal  attraction  of  these  goods. 
Quality  equal  to  that  of  foreign  manufacture  cannot  of  course  be 
expected  at  the  price,  and  in  fact  exporters  have  recently  had 
serious  grounds  for  complaint,  especially  when  Japanese-made 
chemicals  have  been  used  in  the  preparation. 

The  season  1894-95,  having  been  a  normal  one,  nothing  of  Gallnnta. 
special  interest  occurred  until  the  month  of  March,  when  a  sudden 
demand  cleared  off  the  remaining  stock,  leaving  no  supply  for  local 
consumption,  in  consequence  of  which  prices  nominally  advanced 
considerably.  As  the  time  for  gathering  the  new  crop  drew  near, 
moreover,  it  was  reported  that  the  outturn  would  prove  deficient 
in  both  quality  and  quantity  owing  to  unfavourable  weather.  The 
result  was  that  the  market  for  the  season  1895-96  opened  at  20£ 
dol  per  picul  for  choice  and  picked  parcels.  The  crop  however,  so 
far  from  being  in  any  way  deficient,  has  proved  to  be  fully  three 
times  as  large  as  that  of  the  preceding  season,  amounting  to  some 
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13,000  piculs,  a  yield  such  as  has  not  been  experienced  m  this 
country  for  many  years.  Prices  at  one  time  declined  to  19  dol., 
but  a  very  good  demand  having  set  in  from  Europe,  created  partly 
by  the  scarcity  of  Chinese  produce,  the  market  recovered  to  23 
dol.,  at  which  rate  it  was  maintained  until  the  end  of  the  year. 
Purchases  by  foreigners  from  August  to  December  are  estimated  at 
9,000  piculs,  and  the  export  is  returned  at  10,650  piculs  for  the 
year,  against  2,950  piculs  for  1894. 
Carpets  and  These  goods,  manufactured  principally  at  Sakai  in  the  neigh- 

ra5»*  bourhood  of  Osaka,  have  recently  assumed  a  prominent  position  in 

the  trade  of  Kobe,  and  the  export  for  last  year  is  valued  at 
1,600,000  doL,  being  an  increase  of  nearly  500,000  dol.  as  compared 
with  1894.  They  were  at  first  made  entirely  of  cotton,  but  of  late 
jute  or  hemp  has  largely  superseded  this  material  in  their  fabrica- 
tion, the  designs  moreover  being  generally  supplied  from  European 
patterns.  Their  chief  attraction  is  the  exceeding  cheapness  at 
which  they  can  be  supplied,  but  consumers  have  begun  to  discover 
that  this  scarcely  compensates  for  their  want  of  durability,  and  the 
demand  has  recently  begun  very  decidedly  to  fall  off.  Manufac- 
turers unfortunately  are  trying  to  retain  their  hold  upon  the  foreign 
market  by  turning  out  still  cheaper  goods  at  a  further  sacrifice  of 
quality,  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  this  promising  industry  will  in 
future  be  seriously  curtailed. 
Matting.  The  extraordinary  progress  made  in  the  export  of  this  article, 

which  has  nearly  doubled  during  the  past  year  may  be  best  exem- 
plified by  stating  that  in  1886,  when  the  first  trial  shipments  were 
made,  the  value  of  same  was  only  89/.,  whereas  the  volume  of  trade 
during  1895  rose  to  the  large  figure  of  3,500,000  dol.,  or  say  from 
practically  nil  to  over  450,000  rolls  of  40  yards  each,  in  ten  years. 
There  seems  to  be  every  reason  to  look  for  a  continued  increase  in 
the  future. 

Nearly  the  whole  production  is  absorbed  by  the  United  States, 
insignificant  quantities  going  to  Europe  and  Australia,  as  many  as 
16  sailing  vessels,  with  upwards  of  298,698  rolls,  cleared  for 
American  ports,  chiefly  New  York,  during  1895. 

To  the  Japanese  country  people  the  weaving  of  matting  offers 
a  clean,  healthy,  and  remunerative  occupation  for  the  greater  part 
of  the  year,  while  the  foreign  merchants  engaged  in  the  business 
appear  to  find  it  satisfactory. 

Reports  of  new  area  to  be  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
rush  reach  us  from  several  provinces,  notably  the  west  coast,  not 
hitherto  engaged  in  its  production,  which  implies  that  the  Japanese 
are  hopeful  of  the  future  prospects  of  the  trade. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  in  this  connection  that,  notwithstand- 
ing this  immense  increase  in  the  demand  for  Japan  matting  in  the 
United  States,  there  has  also  been  an  increase  in  the  shipments  to 
New  York  of  Canton  matting  from  238,891  rolls  in  1894  to 
331,586  rolls  in  1895,  showing  that  the  consumption  of  these  two 
rival  articles  has  not  suffered  through  competition. 

Rumours  of  the  invention  in  America  of  a  machine  capable 
of  doing  10  times  as  much  work  as  the  present  native  hand 
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looms,  have  caused  some  anxiety  among  the  Japanese  who  have 
considerable  sums  invested  in  the  plant  now  in  use,  but  it  appears 
like] j  that  the  introduction  of  any  such  powerful  labour-saving 
process  will  only  further  conduce  to  the  general  enlargement  and 
prosperity  of  this  interesting  industry. 

It  should  be  mentioned  that,  though  the  Japanese  use  the 
same  rush  for  making  the: mats  which  cover  the  floors  of  all  their 
dwellings  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  the  peculiar  style  of 
matting  forming  the  subject  of  these  remarks  is  produced  wholly 
for.exDort.  '  *..;.- 

All  matting  has  to  be  thoroughly  dried  before  shipiaent,  and 
so  far.  nothing  better  than  the  heat  of  the  sun  for  this  purpose  has 
been  discovered. 

One  firm  in  Japan  has  put  up  a  large  and  expensive  steam- 
drying  machine,  but  report  has  it  that  it  is  not  a  success,  as  the 
matting  whon  so  treated  becomes  so  brittle  as  to  be  almost  worth- 


The  year  1894  closed  with  the  lowest  sterling  rate  ever  Exchange  and 
experienced  up  to  that  time,  namely,  Is.  llfoJ.  for  bank  demand  bullion, 
drafts  on  December  31.  The  new  year  commenced  with  a  slight 
recovery,  but  the  decline  was  again  resumed,  and  Is.  ll^d.  was 
touched  on  January  23.  This  quotation  was  maintained  with 
occasional  small  fluctuations  until  the  middle  of  March,  when  a 
steady  advance  set  in,  and  2s;  Id.  was  reached  on  March  28.  A 
sudden  drop  of  \d.  was  then  experienced,  followed  by  an  advance 
of  Id.  the  next  day,  and  from  that  time  until  the  latter  part  of 
August  rates  ruled  with  unusual  steadiness.  A  somewhat  higher 
range  prevailed  during  the  next  3  months,  the  highest  point  for 
the  year,  2s.  2jrf.  being  reached  on  October  12.  In  November 
rates  commenced  to  give  way  until  2s.  Id.  was  again  touched  on 
December  12,  from  which  time  until  the  end  of  the  year  a  slight 
recovery  was  experienced.  The  extreme  range  between  the  hignest 
and  the  lowest  points  during  the  12  months  has  been  3{<2. 

Bar  silver  was  at  its  lowest,  27-^rf.  on  January  23,  and  at  its 
highest,  31^^.,  on  October  12  and  14,  the  extreme  range  being 
£^d.  Sterling  has  been  throughout  lower  than  the  bullion 
equivalent. 

Indian  exchanges  have  as  usual  shown  considerable  fluctua- 
tions, although  not  quite  to  the  same  extent  as  last  year.  The 
lowest  point  reached  was  181  in  February  and  March,  and  th«* 
highest  197  on  August  30. 

The  importation  of  bullion  has  been  greatly  checked  by  the 
comparative  low  value  of  sterling  bills,  and  has  fallen  to 
3,166,587  dol.,  against  14,615,485  dol.  for  the  previous  year.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  same  cause  has  tended  to  stimulate  the  export 
of  silver  yen,  tjie  greater  portion. of  which  has  gone  to  Hong- 
Kong  and  the  Straits, 
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Fluctuations  in  Exchange  during  1895. 


Sterling  Bank  Demand. 

Rupeei  Bank  Demand. 

Price  of  B«r  Silver  in 
London. 

Month. 

Lowest. 

Highest. 

Lowest. 

IUghest. 

Lowest. 

Highest. 

i  *- 

«.    d. 

*.    d. 

d. 

d. 

January     

Ill 

i 

1  "J 
lllf 

185| 

187 

8? 

!!t* 

February    

1  11 

• 

181 

187 

27U 

March        .«       ~ 

1  11 

2    1 

181 

189* 

2H 

29J 

April... 

May ...        .-       ... 

2    0 
2    1 

. 

2    If 
2    l{ 

189*. 
192 

192 
195 

V 

*0f 

June ...       ~. 

2    1 

2    l} 

192* 

194 

90* 

son 

July ...       «.       ... 

2    1 

■ 

2    H 

194 

195 

9 

«Mr 

August       

2    1 

■ 

2    2} 
2    2\ 

1941 

197 

22* 

-  September 

2    2 

im 

197 

BOA 

*>iV 

October      

2    2J 

2    2$ 

192| 

194 

30& 

9 

KoTember  ...       _ 

2    2 

2    21 

192 

199 

904 

December  ~.       — 

2    1                2    11 

1 

181 

190| 

Otntom-houe 
accommo- 
dation. 


This  still  flourishes,  and  is  constantly  resorted  to,  and  it  would 
appear  that  this  has  become  a  firm  institution  cf  the  country 
owing  to  the  guilds  and  the  extreme  strictness  with  which  the 
members  are  ruled. 

Two  instances  of  boycott,  much  discussed  at  the  time,  occurred 
during  the  past  year.  One  was  an  agitation  against  Chinese 
merchants  in  Japan,  with  a  view  to  obliging  them  to  put  an  end 
to  the  old  custom  of  levying  commission  and  percentage  from  the 
Japanese. 

The  combination  was  a  powerful  one,  and  consisted,  among 
many  others  of  the  following  influential  guilds,  the  sugar  mer- 
chants, the  silk  fabric  merchants,  the  iron  and  copper  merchants, 
and  the  marine  produce  merchants. 

The  other  case  is  one  of  a  threat  to  boycott,  by  way  of 
intimidation,  and  is  of  peculiar  interest,  owing  to  the  commercial 
standing  of  the  parties,  both  of  Yokohama. 

A  leading  British  firm  imported  to  the  order  of  *  *  *  a 
parcel  of  goods.  Mr.  *  *  *  is  a  prominent  Japanese  merchant, 
a  director  of  an  important  bank,  and  a  member  of  a  guild. 

On  arrival  of  the  merchandise  Mr.  *  *  *  declined  to  take 
delivery,  and,  legal  proceedings  having  been  instituted,  Mr.  *  *  * 
was  ordered  to  take  delivery  of  the  whole  of  the  goods,  and  to 
pay  plaintiffs  the  charges  sued  for. 

Thereupon  the  guild  of  which  the  defendant  Mr.  *  *  *  is  a 
member  decided  that  the  foreign  plaintiffs  should  be  boycotted,  and 
as  the  resident  partner  of  the  English  firm  deemed  it  inexpedient 
to  face  a  general  boycott  in  Japan,  the  firm  submitted  to  a  com- 
promise involving  a  serious  loss. 

At  length  the  serious  question  of  insufficiency  of  custom- 
house and  pier  accommodation  is  receiving  serious  attention,  and 
a  scheme  for  improvements  has  at  length  been  settled.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  it  will  anyhow  to  a  certain  extent  meet  the  urgent 
reouiremants  of  this  rapidly  growing  port. 

"This  important  question,  though  frequently  represented,  has 
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practically  received  no  attention  during  the  past  25  years.  How 
exceedingly  urgent  customhouse  extension  is  the  following 
returns  very  clearly  show. 

In  1875  the  volume  of  trade  amounted  to  not  quite 
9,000,000  doL,  and  the  customs  revenue  from  all  sources  was,  in 
round  figures,  31,000  dol.  In  1895  the  trade  was  over 
104,000,000  doL,  and  customs  receipts  were  2,500,000  doL 

Hiooo  axd  Osaka. 


Tears. 


1868 
1875 
1885 
1890 
1895 


Imports  and 
Exports. 


Dollars. 

8,072,301 

8,881,202 

16,584,237 

52,539,071 

104,559,986 


Foreign  Vessels  Entered. 


Tons. 


120,885 
227,784 
290,856 
850,888 
1,862,491 


The  number  and  tonnage  of  Japanese  vessels  of  foreign  build 
not  included  in  the  above  return  is  very  considerable. 


Customs  Duties,  &c,  Collected. 


Years. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Miscellaneous. 

Total. 

1868* 

1875 

1885 

1890 

1895 

Dollars. 

20,775 

895,762 

1,191,324 

2,063,909 

Dollars. 

10,017 
240,493 
391,198 
876,447 

Dollars. 

"70 

9,175 

30,830 

58,4  51 

Dollars. 

30,842 

645,430 

1,618,352 

2,4*8,817 

•  Returns  not  obtainable  at  present. 


Scarcely  any  progress  is  being  made  in  the  preliminary  dis-  Public  works, 
cussions  connected  with  the  much-needed  waterworks.  It  stands 
to  reason  that  there  must  be  a  large  amount  of  sickness  here, 
especially  during  the  hot  months,  when  bearing  in  mind  that  the 
lower  classes  not  infrequently  use  the  water  in  the  drains  for 
household  and  other  purposes. 

The  rate  for  tea  to  United  States  and  Canadian  points  was  Freight 
fixed  at  1J  c.  gold  per   1  lb.  until  the  season  opened,  when  it 
was  raised  to  3  c.     This  quotation,  however,  was  not  maintained, 
but  fell  almost  immediately  to  1£  c,  at  which  it  remained,  with 
occasional  slight  fluctuations,  until  the  end  of  the  year.    Freight 


Digitized  by  LiOOQ IC 


24 


JAPAN. 


on  tea  to  New  York  vi&  Suez  Canal  opened  at  45*.  per  ton,  and 
remained  unchanged  throughout 

To  London  the  conference  rate  of  40*.  for  measurement  cargo 

has  prevailed  during  the  year,  and  there  has  been  no  opposition. 

For  rice  to  Europe  25*.  and  30*.  has  been  paid.    To  Melbourne 

and  Sydney  the  rate  has  ruled  steadily  at  30*. 

Shipping.  The  tonnage  for  1895  of  vessels  of  foreign  build  owned  by 

/Japanese  and  foreigners  entering  here  is  1,947,760  tons,  being 

320,936  tons  in  excess  of  1894. 

Of  this  the  foreign  tonnage  is  1,862,491,  as  against  1,381,360 

tons  in  1894,  showing  an  increase  of  481,131  tons  entered. 

.        The  increase  in  British  tonnage  is  175  ships  of  373,480  tons, 

/  this  is  to  some  extent  due  to  the  -exigencies  created  by  the  war 

with  China.    Nearly  all  the  Japanese  owned  steamers  of  fair  size 

were   requisitioned    by  the   naval    and  military    authorities 


as 


transports,  and   foreign   ships,  principally   English,    had   to   be 
chartered  and  put  on  the  coast  lines  run  by  Japanese. 
The  percentage  of  foreign  ships  entered  in  1895  is : — 


Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tom. 

British        *•        

German 

Norwegian .. 

French        ••         .. 

United  States        

Aoitrian 

Other  nationalities 

«3ft 

l*ft 

7ft 

4ft 

1* 

5ft 

73ft 

10ft 

3ft 

«ft 

3 

1ft 
1ft 

'       The  tonnage  of  British  ships  is  12  in  excess  of  1894. 

During  the  year  under  review  the    principal    increase 
shipping  is : — 


in 


Entered. 


Nationality. 


Number  of 
Vessels. 


Tons. 


British  .. 
German  .. 
Norwegian 
Spanish  •• 


175 

378,480 

58 

51,763 

64 

51,421 

4 

2,294 

The  following  table  shows  the  increase  in  foreign  shipping  in 
this  district  during  the  past  20  years : — 
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The  foregoing  tables  show  at  a  glance  the  great  importance  of 
this  place  in  shipping. 

During  the  last  10  years  the  Japanese  and  foreign  tonnage 
has  increased  from  400,000  tons  to  close  on  to  2,000,000  tons. 

British  shipping  alone  has  increased  during  that  period  from 
224,000  tons  to  1,300,000  tons. 

German  tonnage  has  increased  considerably,  and  there  is  also 
a  slight  improvement  in  the  tonnage  of  American  vessels. 
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Yetr. 

Number  of 
Totals. 

Tons. 

1875        

1885        

1890        

1895        

54 
151 
877 
702 

42,947 

224,069 

609,722 

1,876,211 
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General  JRemarks. 

According  to  the  census  returns  compiled  by  the  Department  Centos  of 
for  Home  Affairs,  there  were  in  Japan  on  December  31, 1894,  aptn# 
41,810,202  inhabitants,  occupying  7,883,364  houses,  the  propor- 
tion being  21,121,398  males  and  20,688,884  females. 

The  number  of  births  during  1894  was  1,208,918,  and  deaths 
840,074;  there  were  351,146  marriages,  and  112,362  divorces. 

According  to  a  Japanese  journal  the  population  of  Japan  in 
a.d.  610  was  4,988,842,  and  in  1723,  26,065,422  inhabitants. 

This    important  question  continues  to  attract  considerable  ?on^ 
attention,  especially  in  military  circles.  Japan"*  ** 

The  principal  resolutions  passed  by  the  Horse-breeding 
Investigation  Committee,  appointed  in  October  last  by  the  Govern- 
ment, were  that  10  to  20  breeding  stables  should  be  established 
throughout  the  country,  and  that  a  selection  of  horses  suitable  for 
breeding  purposes  should  be  made.  Horses  suitable  to  Japan 
should  be  raised  out  of  superior  European  and  Arabian  stock ; 
when  necessary,  English  pure  breds,  American,  and  other  stock 
should  be  imported. 

Great  activity  has,  been  shown  during  the  past  year  with  Baihraj* 
regard  to  new  lines  of  railway  in  Japan,  and  promoters  and 
capitalists  have  been  constantly  at  work  forming  new  schemes. 
Innumerable  petitions  for  charters  were  sent  in  to  the  railway 
council,  but  in  the  majority  of  cases  permission  was  refused  ;  out 
of  34  applications  to  build  lines  in  the  vicinity  of  Tokio  25  were 
rejected. 

Several  of  the  established  lines  have  been  exceptionally 
prosperous  owing  to  the  revival  of  commerce  and  industry,  and 
the  conveyance  of  troops  and  war  materials.  As  regards  divi- 
dends paid,  the  "  Commercial  News  "  (a  Japanese  journal)  con- 
gratulates these  companies,  but  wisely  reminds  directors  of  the 
necessity  of  making  provision  against  bad  seasons  by  setting 
aside  a  sufficient  sum  for  the  equalisation  of  dividends  year  by 


With  regard  to  the  extension  of  railways  during  the  past  24 
years,  a  leading  Japanese  journal  publishes  the  following 
figures: — 


(2233)  c 
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JAPAN.' 


Year. 


OoTernment 
Lines. 


Prirate  Lines. 


Total  Length. 


1872 
1878 
1874 
1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1888 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1S91 
1892 
1898 
1894 
1895 


Miles  chaius. 
18        0 


Miles  chains. 


Miles  chains. 


18 

88 

38 

65 

65 

65 

75 

97 

97 

131 

131 

183 

214 

254 

285 

443 

550 

550 

550 

550 

550 

550 

598 


0 
27 
27 
31 
81 
81 
34 
21 
21 
36 
36 
77 
51 
24 
18 
11 
59 
59 
59 
59 
59 
69 
52 


38 

69 

187 

168 

295 

833 

578 

811 

1,162 

1,812 

1,866 

1,610 

1,650 


0 
9 
81 
52 
79 
11 
47 
22 
80 
38 
29 
61 
12 


18 

18 

88 

38 

65 

65 

66 

75 

97 

97 

131 

169 

258 

352 

422 

581 

776 

1,124 

1,862 

1,713 

1,863 

1,917 

2,061 

2,243 


0 

0 

27 

27 

81 

81 

81 

84 

21 

21 

36 

36 

6 

S 

76 

17 

22 

26 

1 

9 

17 

8 

40 

64 


Note. — The  figures  in  the  shore  table  all  refer  to  the  end  of  the  respective 
years,  with  the  single  exception  of  1895,  in  the  case  of  which  the  date  referred  to  is 
November  30. 


Japanese 
shipping. 


• 


It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  result  of  works  executed  at 
the  Hiogo  workshops,  has  shown  that  a  home-made  engine  lays 
down  much  cheaper  than  the  imported  article;  this  is  not 
surprising  when  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  labour  is  five  or  six 
times  better  paid  in  England  than  in  Japan. 

This  has  led  to  two  schemes  for  railway  rolling  stock  works:: 
one  by  Nagoya,  the  other  by  Tokio  capitalists. 

The  recent  war  with  China  has  more  than  doubled  the  mer- 
cantile marine  of  this  country;  before  the  war  the  total  tonnage 
of  merchant  steamers  was  between  150,000  and  160,000  tons,  and; 
since  then  more  than  160,000  tons  have  been  added. 

In  connection  with  the  growth  and  present  condition  of  the 
mercantile  marine,  the  "  Daily  News  "  (a  leading  Japanese  paper) 
has  some  interesting  information.  Under  the  Tokugawa  Govern- 
ment, individuals  were  not  permitted  to  own  ships  of  foreign 
^  build,  and  there  was,  therefore,  no  opportunity  for  the  rise  of  a 
mercantile  marine  ;  it  was  only  in  1869,  after  the  restoration,  that 
this  prohibition  was  first  removed.  At  the  end  of  1870  the  total 
number  of  ships  of  foreign  form  were  46,  with  a  tonnage  of 
17,952  tons;  at  the  end  of  1893  the  number  had  increased  to 
1,429  and  155,172  respectively. 

The  Japanese  mercantile  marine  has  thus  far  been  principally 
4  occupied  in  the  coasting  trade ;  even  in  the  case  of  China  ports 
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the  number  of  Japanese  ships  visiting  them  is  far  behind  * 
European  shipping.  In  the  open  ports  of  Japan  foreign  shipping  f 
is  very  far  in  excess  of  Japanese  shipping. 

There  are  signs,  however,  of  impending  changes,  and  as  a 
preliminary  demonstration  of  future  movements,  the  Japan  Mail 
Steamship  Company  in  March  last  opened  a  regular  monthly  line 
of  steamers  to  European  ports  under  a  Government  subsidy. 

Other  lines  are  also  being  discussed  in  the  Japan  press,  those 
most  seriously  talked  about  being  one  to  New  York,  one  to  San 
Francisco,  and  a  European  line  taking  in  London,  Hamburg,  and 
Batoum.  The  high  subsidies  granted  by  Government  under  the 
new  shipping  encouragement  act,  and  cheap  wages  are  well  calcu- 
lated to  make  such  lines  remunerative. 

The  Japanese  and  Foreign  Commercial  Journal  published  in  Banking. 
Tokio,  gives  the  following  interesting  details  regarding  the  recent 
increase  in  the  number  of  banks. 


Jane,  1895.             |          December,  1894. 

Number. 

Capital. 

Number. 

Capital. 

Joint  ftock 

Unlimited  liability     .. 

Limited  liability 

Private 

Sayings.*        •« 

926 
19 
64 
61 
52 

Ten.          | 
44,977,889            588 
8,087,400      I        17 
5,824,440       !         58 
2,698,520               69 
2,780,000      1        88 

Ten. 
42,083,990 
2,977.400 
5,058,090 
2,655,420 
1,470,000 

An  extraordinary  appreciation  in  shares  took  place  throughout  The  share 
the  country  in  November  last.  The  market  remained  compara-  market, 
tively  stationary  during  the  first  half  of  that  month,  but  a  general 
upward  tendency  began  to  manifest  itself  from  about  the  20th, 
and  the  following  table  taken  from  the  Chugai  Shogio  Shiinpo 
(Japanese  and  foreign  commercial  news),  gives  an  idea  of  the 
situation : — 


(2233) 
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Paid  np. 

Closing  price, 
November  28. 

Closing  price, 
November  1. 

Appreciation. 

Yen. 

Yen. 

Yen* 

War  Bonds 

100 

104-80 

102-20 

2-10 

Ryomo  Railway 

60 

80-40  (2nd) 

80-80 

6-60 

Sanyo  Railway     .. 

80 

63-20 

54'40 

8-80 

Kansai  Railway  . . 

47 

77-80 

68-80 

8-50 

„         (New  shares) 

47 

74-80 

61-10 

18-70 

Kyoahu  Railway  .. 

„         (New  shares) 

41 

78-48 

68-30 

10  10 

18 

35-70 

80-40 

5-80 

Kobu  Railway     .. 

45 

148-00 

141-00 

7-00 

Tanko  Railway    .. 

60 

104-00 

102-30 

2*50 

Sanga  Railway     .. 

60 

96  00 

77  00 

19  00 

Kawagoye  Railway 

60 

74  00 

71  00 

8  00 

Hantan  Railway  . .         • . 

50 

59  00 

54-40 

4-60 

Bo-So  Railway     .. 

50 

68*40 

59-70 

8-70 

Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha    . . 

50 

106-40 

93*20 

18-20 

Tso-un  Kaiaha     ♦  . 

40 

35  -50  (2nd) 

32  80 

2-70 

Tokyo  Tramway  .. 

50 

325-00  (5th) 

295  00 

8000 

Teikoku  Shogyo  Ginko  .. 

20 

44-90 

44*10 

•80 

Tokyo  Dento  Kaisha 

45 

74-50  (8th) 

62-50 

12  00 

Hokkaido  Seima . . 

50 

61-80 

67-50 

4-80 

Nippon  Orimono . . 

50 

53-80 

47  70 

5  60 

Tokyo  Spinning  . . 

60 

68  00 

65-10 

2-90 

fthimosuke  Spinning 

85 

87  -60  (8rd) 

84*00 

8-50 

Kanegafachi  Spinning    . . 

50 

73-60 

68-10 

5-50 

Tokyo  Bourse 

26 

60-80 

60*20 

•60 

Tokyo  Stock  Exchange  • . 

50 

700-50 

463  -50 

237-00 

These  figures  refer  to  Tokio,  but  the  following  Osaka  record  is 
more  extraordinary  still : — 


Closing  Price, 
November  28. 

Closing  Price, 
November  1. 

Appreciation. 

Sanyo  Railway 

Kansai      „ 

Kyushu     „       ..         ••         .. 

Chikuho    , 

Teikoku  Shogyo  Ginko 

Yen. 
65-60 
79-05 
74-70 
108  -55 
46*80 

Yen. 
64-45 
69-70 
68-90 
99-40 
44-80 

Yen. 

11-05 
9  35 

10-80 
9*15 
2  00 

According  to  the  authority  quoted,  the  upward  movement 
originated  in  Osaka,  and  was  thence  communicated  to  the  capital ; 
this  accounts  for  the  difference  in  the  following  quotations : — 


Sanyo  Railway . . 
Kaniai      „ 
Kyushu    „       •• 
Teikoku  Shofto  Ginko 


Tokio  Closing 

Price, 
November  28. 


Yen, 
62  20 
77-30 
78-40 
44-90 


Osaka  Closing 

Price, 
November  28. 


Yen. 
65-50 
79  05 
74*70 
46-80 


Difference. 


Yen. 
2-80 
1-76 
1-80 
1-90 
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On  the  quotation  of  the  causes  leading  to  this  movement,  the 
Japan  journal  says : — "  Various  causes  have  combined  to  bring 
about  such  a  state  of  things  in  the  share  market.  Among  remote 
causes  may  be  mentioned — (1)  A  general  anticipation  that  the 
transfer  of  the  indemnity  from  London  to  Tokyo  must  produce  a 
plethora  of  money  in  the  market ;  (2)  a  general  supposition  that 
industries  of  all  sorts  will  become  more  and  more  profitable ;  (3) 
a  belief  that  the  different  diplomatic  questions  having  been  almost 
settled,  the  market  will  for  some  time  te  free  from  political  dis- 
turbances ;  and  (4)  the  fact  that  the  extremely  hopeful  state  of 
the  shares  of  new  companies  has  reacted,  upon  the  shares  of  the  old. 
Of  the  immediate  causes,  we  may  mention  two,  namely : — (1) 
Large  purchases  of  some  particular  stares  for  speculative  purposes, 
not  only  leading  to  appreciation  of  these  shares ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  powerfully  affecting  the  quotation  for  others;  and  (2) 
increased  facilities  in  obtaining  advances  of  money  which  have 
enabled  speculators  to  effect  large  purchases.  But  various  as  the 
minor  causes  may  have  been,  the  abnormal  fluctuation  is  princi- 
pally the  result  of  speculative  operations  by  stock-jobbers,  who 
have  skilfully  taken  advantage  of  the  general  tendency  to  a 
boom." 

Holding  these  views,  the  •'  News  "  is  confident  that  a  violent 
reaction  is  inevitable.  That  this  view  is  in  the  main  correct  is 
shown  by  the  following  quotations  for  certain  securities  during 
December  last  and  on  January  22  last  in  Osaka : — 


Highest 

Quotation  in 

On  January  22. 

Fall. 

December. 

Yen. 

Yen. 

Yen. 

Kiuahiu  Railway 

78-50 

68-80 

1470 

Sanyo 

68-90 

57-90 

11-00 

Kwansei      „                ..         .. 

i          8680 

69-00 

17-80 

Osaka          „               . . 

149  00 

115-50 

83*50 

Sangu          „ 

102-00 

89-20 

18*30 

Commercial  Bank        .. 

62-80 

45  10 

7-70 

Stock  Exchange 

595  00 

491-00 

104  -00- 

Rice          „                 • .         . . 

489-00 

804-00 

185  00 

Osaka  Steamship  Company    . . 

78-10 

59-45 

18-65- 

Tokio  quotations  about  that  time  were  as  follows  : — 


December  21. 

January  20. 

Difference. 

Yen. 

Yen. 

Yen. 

War  Bonds       

86-50 

101 -20 

+     14-90 

Sanyo  Railway.. 

63  '80 

54-80 

-       9  00 

Kwansei  Railway 

76-70 

67-20 

-       9-50 

Kiushiu       „ 

72-60 

61-80 

-     11-30 

Tanko         „ 

104-70 

90*80 

-     13-90 

Ynsen  Kaisha 

104  -30 

89*20 

-     15  10 

Xanegafachi  Spinning  Co.     •  • 

74  00 

64-90 

-       9  10 

Tokio  Stock  Exchange 

608-00 

51300 

-     95  00 
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Dividends.  The  second  half  of  last  year  was  a  period  of  great  competition 

in  declaring  large  dividends  by  numerous  banks  and  companies. 
This  one  of  the  leading  Tokio  journals  attributes  to  the 
condition  of  affairs  after  the  termination  of  the  war. 
This  may  in  a  measure  be  true,  but  the  policy  of  exceptionally 
large  dividends  is  unsound,  if  steps  are  not  taken  to  provide  for  the 
future,  by  means  of  reserve  funds.  This  important  question  is 
evidently  lost  sight  of  by  the  managers  of  many  undertakings. 
In  explanation  of  these  remarks,  it  should  be  mentioned  that  one 
company,  with  a  capital  of  23,000  yen,  declared  a  dividend  of  over 
30  per  cent.,  and  put  aside  40  yen  as  reserve  for  the  term. 
Another  company,  with  a  capital  of  100,000  yen,  devoted  1,000 
yen  to  reserve  fund,  while  declaring  a  dividend  of  over  40  per  cent. 
Many  other  commercial  associations  acted  in  a  similarly  ill- 
advised  manner. 

The  following  are  some  of  the   companies  which  paid  par- 
ticularly large  dividends : — 


Osaka  Ciril  Engineering  Company 
„    Stock  Exchange ..        .. 

Tokio 

Niigata  Mineoka  Bank. . 
„      Rice  Exchange.  • 

Nagoya  Stock  Exchange 

Haukai  Railway  Company 

Tokio  Rice  Exchange    . . 

Noda  Industrial  Company 

Kanagawa  Rice  Exchange 

Dojima  „ 

Tokio  Tramway  Company 

Akamagaseki  Rice  Exchange  •• 


Per  Cent. 


110 
80 
72 
62' 
52 
56 
42 
40 
40 
40 
32 
30 
30 


insurance. 


Pricea  and 
labour  in 
Japan. 


Several  new  marine,  fire,  and  life  assurance  companies  have, 
been  started,  among  them  the  Nippon  Sea  and  Land  Insurance 
Company,  Limited,  with  an  agent  in  London. 

There  has  lately  been  an  extraordinary  rise  in  prices,  and  the 
tendency  is  still  upwards.  This  is  most  remarkable  in  articles  of 
luxury,  such  as  silk,  where  the  rate  of  increase  has  been  from  30 
to  40  per  cent.  A  leading  Tokio  journal  has  compared  recent 
prices  with  those  now  ruling : — 


First  half-yeans  of  1898  and  1895 
Second        „  „ 


Average  Rite 

in  22  Arte 
and  Industries. 


Rise  in  the 
Price  of  Rice. 


Per  cent 
239 
14-6 


Percent. 
20*4 
18-7 


The  rise  in  prices  has,  of  course,  been  accompanied  by.  a 
similar  rise  in  wages.  The  following  is  a  comparative  table  show- 
ing the  average  wages  during  the  latter  part  of  1894  and  1895  : — 
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Utter  Half  of  1895. 

Latter  Half  of  1894. 

From— 

To— 

Prom- 

To— 

Common  eooliet         •• 

Camera , 

Bricklayen 

Maioni 

Carpentera 

Roofers  . .        .  •        • . 

Tilera 

Paper-hangers.. 
Wall  plastcrert 
Hat  wearers    .  • 

Sen. 
•  • 
88 
65 
65 
50 

50 

65 
50 

8en. 
88 
85 
60 
70 
55 
60 
55 
55 
70 
55 

Sen. 

•  • 

45 
60 

. . 

45 

40 
50 

Sen. 
27 
80 
60 
65 
45 
50 

50      -4 
45 
60 
50 

Towards  the  end  of  1894  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Direct  trade* 
Commerce  requested  the  Tokio  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  report 
on  the  subject  of  direct  foreign  trade,  the  points  on  which  the 
Minister  required  an  opinion,  being  : — 

1.  The  names  of  the  companies,  forms,  or  individuals  that 
have  been  engaged  in  direct  trade,  export,  and  import,  with  the 
countries  of  Europe  and  America  since  the  beginning  of  the 
present  era;  the  articles  exported  by  them;  the  capital  em- 
ployed by  them ;  the  countries  to  which  exports  have  been  sent 
by  them ;  and  the  method  of  business  followed  by  them. 

2.  The  practices  in  vogue  among  these  direct  tradere  as  to 
exchange,  orders,  warehousing,  insurance,  and  transportation. 

3.  The  dates  at  which  these  direct  traders  commenced  their 
business;  whether  any  of  them  have  given  up  the  business,  and 
if  so,  for  what  reasons. 

4.  The  principal  causes  operating  injuriously  against  the 
success  of  direct  foreign  trade. 

5.  The  measures  that  should  be  taken  in  future  for  the  develop- 
ment of  direct  trade. 

The  results  of  investigations  on  the  first  three  points  were 
presented  in  the  form  of  elaborate  tables,  but  they  are  not  made 
public,  only  portions  of  the  last  two  points  being  published  :-— 

1.  Imperfection  of  banking  facilities.     At  present  the  Specie  S 
Bank  of  Yokohama  is  the  only  institution  of  the  kind  available  to 
persons  engaged  in  direct  trade. 

2.  The  high  rate  of  interest  on  money  in  Japan.     In  foreign  / 
countries  the  rates  range  between  3  and  6  per  cent.,  but  here  the 
prevailing  rate  is  at  lowest  7  or  8  per  cent    The  Specie  Bank 
charges  6  per  cent,  when  goods  are  hypothecated  .as  security,  but 
under  any  other  circumstances  it  demands  higher -rates. 

3.  Those  engaged  in  direct  trade  are  not  well  informed  about  v 
the  condition  of  commerce  in  foreign  countries. 

4.  Want  of  uniformity,  and  a  tendency,  to  deterioration  in  / 
quality  in  the  manufactures  exported  from  Japan. 
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As  to  the  measures  necessary  for  the  development  of  direct 
trade,  the  Chamber  made  the  following  suggestions : — 

1.  An  increase  in  the  number  of  Consulates,  and  the  exercise 
of  greater  care  in  selecting  (Consuls. 

2.  The  increase  of  banking  facilities,  as  competition  between 
Japanese  banks  established  in  foreign  ports  would  be  productive 
of  beneficial  results. 

3.  The  education  of  men,  so  that  they  shall  be  well  acquainted 
with  the  condition  of  business  in  foreign  countries. 

4.  The  extension  and  improvement  of  the  custom-houses,  and 
the  general  system  of  conducting  business. 

5.  The  Government's  orders  for  foreign-made  articles  should  be 
entrusted  to  Japanese  merchants,  as  far  as  possible;  and  the 
official  procedure  usually  observed  in  the  purchase  of  foreign 
articles  should  be  simplified  as  much  as  possible. 

6.  The  extension  of  steam  routes  to  foreign  ports. 

7.  The  establishment  of  sample  bazaars,  so  that  the  Japanese 
merchants  may  be  made  acquainted  with  manufactures  and  pro- 
duce, domestic  as  well  as  foreign. 

8.  Steps  should  be  taken  to  secure  uniformity  of  manufactures, 
and  prevent  deterioration  of  their  quality. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  an  elaborate  article  on  the 
above  subject,  which  appeared  a  few  months  ago  in  one  of  the 
Japanese  periodicals  published  in  Tokio;  it  is  of  considerable 
interest,  on  account  of  the  numerous  statistics  it  contains  having 
reference  to  the  remarkable  development  now  taking  place  in  every 
department  of  the  national  resources. 

The  article  begins  by  pointing  out  that,  however  promising 
Japan's  military  career  appears  to  be,  her  growth  as  a  commercial 
and  industrial  power  is  still  more  so. 

Having  been  able  to  send  out  some  300,000  troops,  and  spend 
150,000,000  yen,  without  raising  a  foreign  loan,  without  the 
slightest  depression  in  inconvertible  notes,  and  without  any  dis- 
turbance to  commerce  or  industries,  proves  the  soundness  of  her 
public  finances,  and  the  extent  of  the  country's  resources. 

The  various  matters  reviewed  in  the  article  are  briefly  as 
follows : — 

Increase  in  population : — 


Year. 

♦ 

Population. 

Rate  of 

Increase  orer 

the  Preceding 

Year. 

1«1 

187^ 

1880 

1884 

1887 

1891 

1898 

88,110,82* 
84,388,367 
85,920,028 
87,451,727 
89,069,691 
40,718,677 
41,838,818 

Per  cent. 
. . 

8-7 
4*6 
4*2 
4*8 
4*2 
1-6 
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and  of  land  under  cultivation  for  rice,  barley,  and  wheat : — 


Tear. 

Area  under 
Bice. 

Percentage 
of  Increase. 

.Area  under 

Barley 
and  Wheat. 

Percentage 
of  Increase. 

1880 
1884 
1887 
1898 
1898 

Cho. 
2,663,460 
8,005,720 
2,637,069 
2,769,478 
2,769,478 

i'-e 

12 
4-6 

0  4 

Cbo. 
1,482,844 
1,486,779 
1,591,874 
1,718,655 
1,744,010 

8-7 

7-1 
7-8 
1-7 

Note.— 1  cho  is  equal  to  about  2}  acres. 

This  clearly  shows  that  though  Japan  is  in  a  state  of  transition 
from  an  agricultural  to  a  manufacturing  country,  considerable 
improvement  has  been  effected  in  the  cultivation  of  land. 

The  rise  in  the  value  of  land  is  next  referred  to  as  another 
proof  of  prosperity. 

The  following  statistics  show  the  increase  in  some  of  the 
principal  agricultural  products : — 

Bice. 


Year. 

Quantity 
Produced. 

Bate  of 

Increase  or 

Decrease. 

1880    "  

1884        

1887        

1891        

1894 

« 

Koku. 
81,859,326 
26,849,833 
19,999,199 
88,123,548 
39,372,254 

Per  cent. 

-  18-5 
+     518 

-  4  8 
+       8  3 

Bailey  and  Wheat. 


Year. 

Quantity 
Produced. 

Bate  of 

Increase  or 

Decrease. 

1880       

1884        

1887        

1891        

1894        

Koku. 
12,508,063 
13,105.841 
15,823,144 
18,078,878 
19,812,411 

Per  cent. 

+       4-8 
+     20-4 
+     140 
+       95 
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t 

Vn«»  •                     '        Quantity 
laar-                       |       Produced. 

Bate  of 

Increase  or 

Decrease. 

1880        

1884        

1887        

1893        '    .. 

Kwamme. 
808,376,789 
862,086,828 
661,146,176 
567,360,069 

Per  cent 

+     17*4 
+     65  0 
+       1*1 

Nom— 1  koku  a  5  -81  bushels ;  1  kwamme  —  8|  lbs.  (aroir.). 

The  increase  in  the  production  of  silk  cocoons  and  tea  is  as 
follows : — 

Cocoons. 


Tear. 

Quantity 
Produced. 

Bate  of 
Increase. 

1880        

1883 

1887        

1891        

1894        

Koku. 

597,982 

771,239 

1,219,060 

1,580,240 

1,800,747 

Percent 

28*9 
58  1 
29  0 
13*9 

Tea, 


Tear. 

Quantity 
Produced. 

Rate  of 
Increase. 

1880        

1888         ••          . .          . .          •• 

1887         

1891         

1894        

Kwamme. 
3,206,861 
4,787,488 
7,011,221 
7,096,898 
7,690,865 

Percent 

49*8 
46*4 

1-2 

83 

The  figures  for  1894  do  not  include  three  Prefectures,  from 
which  no  reports  were  received. 

The  following  figures  refer  to  manufactures,  the  principal 
occupation  of  the  nation  in  the  future : — 


Tear. 


1883 
1892 
1693 


Number  of 
Manufactures. 


Water 
Horse-power. 


84 
1,203 
1,163 
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Yetr. 

Bate  of  Increase. 

Manufactories. 

Steam. 

Water. 

1888 

1892 

1898 

Per  cent. 

+       182  1 
9*4 

Per  cent. 

+    1,9*46  *0 
+           9*8 

Per  cent. 

+    1,207*4 
15-2 

The  increasing  importation  of  all  sorts  of  machinery,  for 
mining,  paper  mills,  printing,  sawing,  tailoring,  spinning,  weaving, 
&c,  shows  how  rapidly  Japan  is  being  converted  into  a  manu- 
facturing country. 

The  following  table  shows  the  remarkable  growth  of  the  cotton 
spinning  industry : — 


Tear. 

Spindle*, 

Bate  of 
Increase. 

1886 

1887        

1891        

1894        

65,420 

70,220 

858,980 

668,749 

Percent. 

7-3 

404*4 

87-5 

The  increase  in  the  production  of  fabrics  of  all  sorts  and  cotton 
yarns  is  also  notable : — 


Year. 

Fabrics. 

Yarns. 

Tan. 

Kwamme. 

1888 

2,831,860 

78,798 

1885 

8,275,486 

.. 

1887 

36,377,394 

1,165,078 

1891 

••         ••         ••         .. 

48,209,974 

7,679,938 

1893 

56,819,059 

• 

1894 

•  • 

14,365,688 

Note. — 1  tan  equals  about  11  yards. 

The  importation   of   pig-iron  has  increased  during  the  last 
20  odd  years  in  a  very  marked  manner : — 


Year, 

Quantity. 

Bate  of 
Increase. 

1872       

1876        

1880        

1884        

1887        

1891        

1894        

Catties. 

60,781 

1,106,609 

8,828,834 

9,772,065 

10,890,868 

20,817,914 

61,081,416 

Per  cent. 

2,178  -8 

79* -3 

10-7 

11-5 

86*5 

200  -5 
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Companies    and    manufactories   have    increased    vastly   in 
numbers : — 


Number  of 

Date  of  Establishment. 

Companies  and 

Manufactories. 

1868-70      

44 

1871-75      

161 

1876-80      

389 

1881-86      ..         ..         

689 

1886-90      

1,466 

1891-98      

1,454 

The  cost  of  labour  has  necessarily  increased  with  the  growth 
of  industries,  and  the  following  statistics  showing  the  wages  of 
female  hands  in  cotton  mills  are  by  way  of  illustration : — 


Year 

Average  Wages 

Bate  of 

per  Diem. 

Increase. 

Sen. 

Per  cent. 

1889 

8  1.. 

. . 

1890 

82 

1-2 

1891 

8-3 

8-4 

1892 

8  9 

7-2 

1893 

9  4 

5-6 

1894 

10-2 

8*5 

1895 

10*9 

6-7 

The  development  of  foreign  trade  since  1872  is  given  in  the 


following  table : 

— 

Bate  of 

Year. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

Total. 

Increase  and 
Decrease. 

• 

Yen. 

Yen. 

Yen. 

Per  cent. 

1872      .. 

17,026,647 

26,174,814 

48,201,462 

.. 

1876      .. 

27,711,527 

28,964,678 

51,676,206 

+   19  6 

1880      .. 

28,396,386 

36,626,601 

65.021,987 

+  25-8 

1884      .. 

3^,871,465 

29,672,646 

63,544,112 

-     2  3 

1887      .. 

52,407,681 

44,304,251 

96,711,932 

+  52  1 

1891      .. 

79,527,272 

62,927,268 

142,454,540 

+  47-8 

1894      .. 

118,246,086 

117,481,955 

230,728,041 

+  61*9 

A  remarkable  feature  of  the  foreign  trade  is  the  gradual 
increase  in  the  export  of  manufactured  articles.  From  1890  to 
1894  inclusive  this  export  nearly  trebled,  and  that  of  half 
manufactured  articles  doubled,  whereas  there  was  but  slight 
increase  in  the  export  of  the  raw  material.  The  importation  of 
raw  material  for  manufacturing  purposes  is,  on  the  other  hand, 
increasing  rapidly. 

Business  with  Asiatic  States,  the  South  Sea  Islands,  Hawaii, 
and  Australia  has,  it  is  interesting  to  note,  increased  rapidly : — 
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Tear. 

Alia,  South  Sea 
Island*,  ke. 

Australia. 

Jo78           •■          ••          •• 
1876          • •         • •         • . 

1880          

1884          

1887 

1891          

1894          

Ten. 

4,786,006 

4,764,058 

6,550,60^ 

7,590,199 

12,188,487 

21,292,888 

82,807,556 

Ten. 

179,645 
246,020 
585,081 
757,101 
1,098,065 

The  largely  increased  facilities  of  transport  and  communication 
proved  of  immense  advantage  during  the  late  war.  The  increase 
in  steam  shipping  was  as  follows  : — 


Tear. 


1872  

1876  

1880  

1888  

1888  

1891  

189S  

1894  , 

1895  


Number 
of  Steamships. 


Tonnage. 


96 
159 
210 
890 
524 
607 
680 
461 
517 


28,864 

40,248 

41,216 

45,850 

81,066 

95,688 

110,205 

168,996 

821,522 


The  rapidly  developing  railway  system  also  proved  invaluable, 
and  the  following  table  shows  how  the  mileage  open  to  traffic  has 
increased : — 


Tear. 

Mileage  Open 
*  for  frame. 

1872         ..        ..      '  

1875          

1880          

1884          

1887          

1891          

1894          

1895  (till  October)         

18 

64 

98 

249 

598 

1,712 

2,094 

2,220 

The  postal  and  telegraph  service  has  also  made  vast  strides : — 
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T«r                        '    Po8W  M*tter> 
Iear-                      j      Letteti,  ftc. 

Parcels. 

1872          

1876          

1880          

1883           ••          •%          •• 

1888          

1891          

1894          

2,510,656 
86,106,866 
74,690,182 
107,902,029 
164,594,650 
249,199,154 
370,814,072 

1,808,707 

TSLEGBAPHS. 

v                                Number 
xear-                         of  Offices 

Miles    > 
of  Wires,  ftc. 

Messages. 

1872 i                29 

1876 ;             100 

1880 |              195 

1888 312 

1888 1              260 

1891 435 

1894 |              719 

84 
2,214 
4,484 
5,916 
7,581 
9,113 
11,178 

80,639 
631,825 
2,128,201 
2,418,301 
2,886,613 
4,674,841 
7,852,788 

The  telephone  service  was  but  recently  opened,  nevertheless 
its  growth  has  been  rapid : — 


Year. 

Number  of 

Registered  Users 

of  Telephones. 

Miles  of 
Wires. 

1890          

1894          

225 
2,748 

268 
1,831 

else: 


The  banking  system  has,  of  course,  kept  pace  with  everything 


,     Aggregate 
Capital  of  Bank 
Tear.           of  Japan,  Specie 
Bank,  and 
i  National  Banks. 

Reserves  of 

Bank  of  Japan, 

Specie  Bank. 

and  National 

Banks. 

Capitals  of 
Private  Banks. 

Reserves  of 
Private  Banks. 

1884  .. 
1887  .. 
1891  .. 
1894  .. 

Yen. 
52,586.100 
60,838,851 
68,201,100 
73,166,100 

Yen. 

8,710,500 
12,143,376 
20,896,971 
27,432,961 

Yen. 
19,421.600 
18,896,061 
19,796.820 
83,895,650 

Yen. 

•  • 

5,459#,803 
8,455,644 
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The  system  of  monetary  transactions  has  also  gained  greatly 
in  public  convenience,  as  shown  by  the  following  returns  of  the 
Tokio  clearing-house : — 


Year. 

Number  of 
Bilk. 

Value. 

1888        

1891        

1894        

25,289 

52,527 

172,189 

Yen. 

12,281,948 

67,595,423 

185,597,497 

The  amount  of  specie  and  paper  money  in  circulation  has 
increased  as  follows : — 

Year. 

Value. 

1887          

Yen. 
199,088,868 
248,966,765 

2fift-fi0A.77A 

1891          

1898          

The  following  is  a  summary  of  several  articles  which  appeared  Competition 
a  short  time  ago  in  one  of  the  leading  Tokio  newspapers  on  the  ^t^eel\ 
subject  of  commercial  competition  between  the  two  countries : —     Jawm.    ** 

The  period  to  receive -instructions  from  Europe  and  America 
has  passed  away,  and  the  time  to  teach  them  has  come.  The  day 
of  dependency  on  the  manufactures  of  other  countries  has  gone, 
and  the  time  to  supply  them  with  our  own  manufactures  has 
arrived.  The  epoch  at  which  we  stood  in  fear  of  them  is 
succeeded  by  one  in  which  they  stand  in  dread  of  us.  When 
young  Japan  takes  her  full  part  on  the  great  stage  of  the  world, 
Eussia  and  England  are  the  two  countries  with  which  she  will 
come  into  collision  as  representatives  of  Western  Powers:  one 
from  a  military  point,  the  other  as  a  commercial  Power.  Up  to 
a  few  years  ago  the  distance  between  them  and  us  was  considered 
great,  but  now,  so  far  as  our  interests  are  concerned,  we  are  in. 
close  proximity  to  them. 

England's  trade  is  recognised  as  predominant  in  the  world,, 
and  Japan  in  this  respect  has  been  a  boy  before  a  giant.  Now, 
however,  the  fluctuations  in  the  coal  market  cause  sleepless, 
nights  to  the  coal  merchants  of  Wales,  and  the  spinning  industry 
of  Osaka  is  likewise  a  source  of  anxiety  to  the  manufacturers, 
in  Lancashire.  Their  own  intelligence  does  not  cause  much, 
sensation  to  our  optimistic  race,  but  they  hear  of  our  intelligence, 
and  dread  it,  what  we  feel  most  pleasure  in  is  that  our  improve  •> 
ment  in  industries  is  alarming  Englishmen.  They  fear  us,  and, 
know  us  as  a  formidable  rival,  because  not  only  can  Japan 
manufacture  what  has  been  hitherto  supplied  by  foreign  nations,* 
but  she  is  even  able  to  export  to  foreign  countries. 
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The  staple  exports  which  have  been  learned  from  foreigners 
are  silk,  piece-goods,  such  as  "habutai"  silk  handkerchiefs,  and 
others,  cotton  yarns,  umbrellas,  matches,  glassware,  hats,  gloves, 
knitted  work,  socks,  foreign  paper,  soap,  &c  The  steady  improve- 
ment in  the  manufacture  of  these  articles  is  what  takes  Westerns 
by  surprise.  Silk,  which  was  shipped  in  a  raw  state  in  the  early 
days  of  the  present  era,  is  annually  increasing,  as  is  also  the 
business  in  silk  piece-goods.  As  to  cotton  yarns  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  and  Commerce  employed  in  1883,  163  hands  in 
the  2  spinning  mills  under  its  direct  control;  in  private  mills 
there  were  then  employed  1,395  hands,  whereas  last  year  the 
spinning  companies  employed  38,426  hands.  In  the  match 
industry,  not  only  is  the  home  demand  supplied,  but  this  article 
is  largely  exported  in  ever  increasing  quantities,  the  first  instance 
of  this  trade  occurring  in  1878.  The  manufacture  of  carriages 
and  fittings  is  also  likely  to  obtain  prominence  in  the  field  of 
competition ;  the  export  trade  first  commenced  in  1889,  and  has 
grown  rapidly  since.  In  other  articles  of  daily  use,  such  as  hats, 
gloves,  stockings,  undershirts,  drawers,  &c,  imports  have  diminished 
and  exports  are  steadily  increasing. 

The  manufactures  of  this  country  now  encroach  on  the  markets 
of  the  East,  previously  monopolised  by  England ;  it  is,  therefore, 
natural  that  England  feels  jealous  and  is  afraid  of  Japan. 

What  England  fears  most  in  competition  with  Japan  is  the 
spinning  industry.  The  import  of  cotton  yarn  from  England 
in  1878  was  59,040  bales,  and  from  India  nothing ;  after  that  it 
rose  to  74,447  bales  from  Manchester,  and  80,000  bales  from 
Bombay.  Owing,  however,  to  the  fall  in  silver  and  the  develop- 
ment of  the  spinning  industry  there  has  since  then  been  a  very 
marked  decrease  in  the  import  of  these  goods.  Thus,  while 
English  yarns  constituted  82  per  cent,  of  the  total  of  English 
and  Bombay  yarns  sent  to  Hong-Kong,  China,  and  Japan  in  1875, 
the  amount  fell  to  14*2  per  cent  in  1894,  while  the  demand  for 
cotton  yarn  in  the  East  increased  5  times  in  the  last  20  years. 
The  import  of  Manchester  yarn  to  the  East  has  shown  such  a 
downfall  because  Japanese  yarn  has  been  successfully  competing 
with  it  The  actual  condition  in  Lancashire  shows  still  more 
conclusively  how  much  British  industry  is  suffering,  only  a  few 
mills  could  declare  a  dividend  of  4  per  cent  and  many  large 
ones  are  carrying  on  at  a  loss,  while  in  Japan  all  declared 
dividends  of  over  5  per  cent,  and  some  even  15  and  16  per 
cent  We  have  successfully  beaten  the  spinners  of  Manchester, 
but  what  we  fear  is  that  a  second  Manchester  may  be  formed 
either  in  Bombay  or  Shanghai.  It  will,  therefore,  be  necessary 
that,  wherever  there  is  profit  to  be  found  for  Japanese  spinners, 
the  industry  should  be  started,  whether  in  Shanghai,  Bombay, 
or  new  ports  in  China,  so  that  we  may  be  prepared  for  the 
competition. 

In  the  supply  of  coal,  the  English  product  is  everywhere 
giving  way  to  the  Japanese,  as  a  result  of  the  fall  in  silver.  In 
short,  the  difference  of  price  in  favour  of  Japanese  manufacturers 
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and  producers  having  become  greater  owing  to  the  fall  in  silver, 
and  the  cost  of  manufacture  being  naturally  cheaper  in  con- 
sequence of  low  rates  of  wages  and  abundance  of  coal,  it  is  easy 
for  Japanese  to  beat  English  manufacturers  in  the  Oriental 
market. 


(2233)  J> 
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Table  I.— Ekturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  the  Ports  of 
Hiogo  and  Osaka  during  the  Years  1895-94. 


Articles. 


Dosens 
Lbs. 


Yards 


Cotton  manufactures— 

Handkerchiefs      

Threads      

Yam 

Piece- goods — 

Chintzes 

Satins      

Shirtings 

T-cloths  ...       

Turkey-reds      

Velvets    ... 

Victoria  lawns 

Miscellaneous 

Total.-       

Cotton- 
Raw... 
Unginned  ... 

Total 

Woollen  manufactures — 
Blankets     ...       m 
Cloth 

Flannel       

Italian  cloth         

Mousseline  de  laine 
Miscellaneous  piece-good* 

Wool  

Yarn  

Total 

Metals- 
Brass  and  brass  ware 

Iron- 
Bar 

Nails       

Pi*  

Pipes       

Plate       

Bails       

Railway  material 
Sheet,  galvanised 
Ware       .„       „ 

Wire        

Sundry    

Lead 

Steel  and  steelwnrc 

Tin 

Tin-plates 

Zinc 

Miscellaneous       

Total 

Kerosene  oil 

Bice     .„       

Other  grains        

Total 

Sugar- 
Brown 

White         

Miscellaneous       

Total... 


Miscellaneous—  | 

Arms  and  munitions  of  war. 
Beans,  peas  and  pulse    ...I  Tons 

Boilers,  steam      \ 

Books  and  stationery     ...' 
Carts  and  drays   ...       ...i 


1  Yards 


Lbs. 


Tons 
it 

Tons 

»» 

Tons 
Tons 
Tons 
Tons 


Gallons 
Tons 


Tons 


189ft. 

1894. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

187,866 

11,499 

168,250 

10,816 

ail, 106 

17,630 

112,157 

6,162 

9,947,789 

336,714 

10,692,545 

395,697 

1,689,391 

17,441 

1,390,339 

16,727 

3,929,816 

69,801 

5,564,963 

96,902 

25,663,263 

174,203 

23,105.701 

167,614 

1,043,622 

7,793 

1,166,221 

9,490 

2,478,713 

20,409 

983,122 

11,121 

1,142,600 

26,074 

1,861,394 

45,661 

1,177,100 

7,641 

856,578 

6,266 

11,661 

... 

7,075 

... 

699,866 

... 

772,801 

162,062,176 

2,025,088 

115,223,825 

1,679,064 

15,626,419 

53,692 

15,302,501 

65,223 

167,587,594 

2,078,780 

130,526,826 

1,784,287 

380,858 

22.470 

144,013 

8,688 

613,964 

67,987 

191,804 

20,140 

894,667 

34,303 

193,893 

8,121 

1,543,126 

45,007 

2,623,109 

76,084 

13,061,947 

241,855 

10,82«,943 

192,967 

... 

12,429 

... 

7,z22 

867,864 

11,982 

886,352 

9,157 

210,088 

17,460 

81,050 

7,600 

443,498 

... 

329,829 

... 

6,753 

... 

18,619 

95,090 

12,991 

69.585 

6,940 

63,994 

6,030 

66,902 

18,069 

37,823 

21,569 

62,217 

35,462 

... 

43,531 

7,630 

43,209 

5,828 

34,548 

9,678 

86,177 

24,779 

95,132 

... 

49,887 

36,788 

372 

4,730 

482 

6,336 

... 

42,304 

•  M 

65,087 

1,607 

16,065 

676 

6,812 

... 

3,650 

9,969 

2,032 

26,372 

1,870 

23,286 

31,868 

... 

28,747 

190 

11,907 

210 

12,549 

76 

7,020 

... 

... 

2,847 

47,784 

2,262 

43,155 

... 

29,040 

... 

84,650 

|       588,086 

... 

609,144 

18,705,830 

194  841 

26,738,304 

268,608 

83,721 

391,699* 

141,866 

633,008f 

"* 

58,069* 

... 

28.993+ 

|       449,768* 

;       662,001* 

8,764 

34,728 

1,265 

44,757 


66,707*  I 

365  457* 

33,351* 


61,883 


435,515* 


16,884 
196,544* 
17,983 
50,646 
8,259 


16,496 

30,532 

1,505 


48,533 


60,530 


129,654f 

425,120* 

3,383f 


588,1677 


18,644 
236,919f 

8,166 
41,819 

2,792 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  the  Ports  of  Hiogo  and 
Osaka  during  the  Years  1895-94 — continued. 


1895. 

1894. 

Article*. 

...    . 

'  Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Miscellaneous-continued— 

£ 

£ 

Chemicals  and  drugs — 

Alcohol M 

Tons 

797 

12,669 

334 

5,606 

Carbolic  acid     ... 

206 

10,507 

... 

Bicarbonate  of  soda    ... 

;:     ::: 

9A8 

5,939 

""  677 

8,*777 

Caustic  soda      

it 

1,549 

10,409 

1,358 

10,823 

1                   Dynamite          

«•     ... 

65 

7,412 

... 

Phosphorus  amorphous 
Potash— 

Lbs.         w 

184,229 

23,501 

140,849 

17,302 

Clilorato  of     

H                  ••• 

1,959,508 

37,208 

3,067,944 

84.746 

AUother 

II                  ••• 

44,497 

5,581 

39,382 

8,906 

Salicylic  acid     ... 

,,                  ... 

119,212 

18,044 

62,752 

18,588 

Saltpetre  ... 

Tons        m. 

624 

11,943 

... 

... 

Miscellaneous  drugs,  Ac. 

*•• 

95,359 

M* 

80,990 

Clocks  and  watches 

... 

26,809 

... 

18,012 

Clothing     

... 

16,193 

... 

'  8,508 

Dried  sardines,  for  manure 
Dyes  and  paints— 
Aniline  dyes      

Tons 

... 

2,076 

9,695 

Lbs. 

622,079 

36,538 

490,900 

30,146 

Lacquer  ...       w 

u          ••• 

687,066 

14,007 

... 

... 

Liquid  gold 

Ounces    ... 

13,876 

8,781 

•    ... 

Logwood,  extract  of    ... 

Lbs. 

514,952 

9,658 

662,548 

12,132 

Paint  in  oil        

it           ••• 

1,042.833 

10,189 

... 

... 

Vermilion          

Miscellaneous  djes,  Ac. 

it     *      ••• 

47,133 

6,452 
80,175 

30,565 

8,827 
84,081 

Glass  and  glassware 

23,379 

25.C03 

Gunny-bagi,          

Number  ... 

6,268,181 

61,178 

1,406,235 

17,689 

Hats  and  caps       

Dozens    ... 

•  M 

6,662 

2,174 

Hides          

... 

... 

7L>01» 

... 

34,222f 

Indiarubbcr  ware ... 

... 

... 

6,607 

3,796 

Leather      

Lbs. 

1,387,954 

65,267 

854,352 

33,172 

Locomotive  engines 
Machinery— 

... 

48,084 

65,966 

Dynamo-electric 

.'.. 

... 

7,590 

... 

16,318 

Spinning 

172,978 

... 

241,652 

Weaving „. 

... 

... 

20,208 

... 

5,819 

All  other 

... 

94,405 

•  M 

64,518 

Mats...       ...        

Number  ... 

2,067,144 

8,510* 

... 

4,878f 

Oil-cakes     Tons 

Oil— 

22,102 

70,024* 

17,992 

64,025t 

Castor,  for  lubricating      Lbs. 

404,362 

2,984f    • 

Cocoa-nut          

... 

497,000 

8,404* 

Paraffin  wmz         ...        •..' 

2,757,407 

22,428 

3,095,618 

24,223 

Portland  cement  ... 

2.494 

4,886 

Provisions— 

f 

Condensed  milk...       ...    Dozens     ... 

19,144 

6,155 

24,717 

6,609 

Kggs,  fresh        

... 

6,937 

^urw     "•        ~*       '"    Lbf- 

2,188,721 

9,216 

AUother 

20J228 

... 

10,355 

Railway  carriages 

23,802 

... 

12,732 

Rattans       

6,412* 

... 

4,856t 

Raw  silk,  cocoons,  Ac.    ... 

•  M 

30,261 

... 

... 

Satins,  silk,  and  cotton  ■ 

mixtures  M 

t*. 

... 

21,554 

Silk  piece-goods ' 

.•I 

14~465 

... 

... 

Steamers    ...       ...       ...   Number  ... 

20 

228,669 

16 

197,265 

Textile    fabrics,   miscel-  ! 

lanetus,  and  raw  ma- 

terials thereof  ... 

... 

... 

184,628 

... 

68,940 

Timber  and  planks 

... 

... 

7,874 

... 

Tobacco 

... 

6,445 

... 

*3,605 

Wines  and  spirits 

•M 

19,128 

7,971 

Miscellaneous       j 

Total... 
Recapitulation- 

... 

128,095 

z 

84,725 

... 

1,289,902 

... 

1,667,394 

Cotton  manufactures 

... 

699.866 

... 

772,301 

„      raw Lbs. 

167,588,194 

2,078,780 

130,526,326 

1,784,287 

Woollen  manufactures   ... 

... 

443,493 

... 

829,829 

Metals        M 

... 

688.085 

... 

609,144 

Kerosene  oil         .»       ...  Gallons    ... 

18,705,830 

194,841 

26,733,304 

264,608 

Rice  and  other  grains     ... 

419,768 

... 

662,001 

Sugar         Tons 

44,757 

435,516 

48,533 

558,157 

Miscellaneous       ; 

Grand  total...       

) 

1,289,902 

1,667,894 

•- 

6,180,250 

... 

6,601,721 

*  Exchange :  at  2s.  Id .  psr  dol. 

t 

Exchange : 

st  2s.  lid  per  d 

lot. 
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Table  IT.— Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  the  Ports 
of  Hiogo  and  Osaka  during  the  Years  1895-94. 


Articles. 


1895. 


1894. 


Bice     

Tea — 
Green,  pan  fired   ... 
„       basket  fired 

Dust 

Sundry       

Total    

Metals- 
Antimony    

Brass  wire 

Bronze        

Copper — 
Bar  and  slab 

Ingot       

Manufactured    .- 
Sundry    

Total    .„ 

Dried  fish— 

Cuttle '        

Iriko,  or  beche~de~mcr 

Shell-fish     

Shrimps      

Sundry        


...   Tons 


Lbs. 


...   Tons 


Value,     i     Quantity. 


Value. 


15,442,410 

478,536 

4,200,912 

681,076 


20,702,934 


1,436 
174 


407 

793 

6,474 


1,199 
67 
145 
817 


672,024 


360,220 
9,495 
14,320 
8,769 


387,804 


31,409 
8,597 


18,120 

32,166 

230,068 

36,173 


856,533 


Total 


Coal 


Tons 


76,833 


34,024 
6,944 
6,329 

21,418 
2,447 

71,162 

41,552 


69,763 

485.579 

14,547,346 

290,030 

2,947,836 
850,280 

9,461 
5,469 

18,315,462 

304,950 

1,597 
230 
302 

26,747 
9,042 
7,429 

867 

328 

5,764 

31,683 

10,909 

201,677 

18,657 

309,134 

1,479 
127 
256 
659 

»  35,892 
6,154 
10,48ft 
15,537 
3,796 

71,810 


7i,6G4 
37,972 


isceiianeous— 

Bambo        

... 

29,273 

18,711 

,,       ware         

39,701 

26,268 

Bronze  ware         

... 

11,117 

7,763 

Camp&or     

Tons 

1,324    j 

164.635 

1,229 

107.476 

oil          

„           ... 

307    , 

4,428 

251 

2,300 

Carpets,  hemp  and  cotton 

Number  ... 

663,044 

173,897 

628,530 

116,519 

Clothing  and  apparel 

1 

44,291 

44,052 

Copper  ware          

9,631 

13,502 

Cotton — 

Gin          

... 

21,389 

... 

10,363 

Manufactures     

179,517 

.    86,474 

Tarn        

Lbs "'      ... 

3,607,265 

87,875 

8,669  073 

7., 436 

Drugs,  miscellaneous 

... 

28,772 

... 

18,770 

Fans 

Number  ... 

9,803,789 

37.492 

8,655,872 

29,646 

Feathers  and  furs 

... 

14,331 

8,162 

Fish  oil       

Tons 

... 

... 

'"  602 

4.581 

Gall  nuts    .M 

Lbs. 

1,353,773 

22,633     1 

895,693 

6,489 

Ginseng      

„ 

128,454 

13,365 

117,480 

14,612 

Glassware 

36,408 

... 

26,719 

Kanten  (isinglass) 

Lbs."      ... 

1,334,337 

43,159 

1,566,629 

46,620 

Lacquerware        

26,163 

19,869 

Manganese 

Lbs.'"      ... 

12,261,385 

6,612 

17,709,801 

8,627 

Matches      

Gros* 

16,339,914 

481.088 

13,879,860 

397,224 

Matting      

373.986 

... 

206,798 

Mushrooms 

Lbs."      ... 

1,102,885 

31,753 

1,127,922 

39,072 

Paper  ware 

28,036 

M. 

16,606 

Porcelain  ware      

122,480    , 

... 

87,249 

Provisions 

... 

43,788 

14,301 

Bags 

Tons 

1,478 

6,175 

"7,643 

29,976 

Sake\  Japanese  rioe  beer 

Gallons    ... 

670,894 

40,661 

231,882 

14,716 

Screens 

Number  ... 

149,666 

35,285 

130,180 

26,371 

Seaweed     

Tons 

3,295     : 

8,813 

1,761 

3,868 

Silk- 

Haw  and  waste 

36,846 

•  M 

36^11 

Manufactures    

... 

... 

36,543 

•  •• 

28,994 

Soap 

12,824 

... 

10,316 

Straw  plaits 

Bundles   .. 

1,311,278 

69,021 

668,606 

33,825 

Timber  and  planks 

... 

... 

15,744 

... 

17,112 

Tobacco      

... 

14,714 

... 

7,671 

Umbrellas 

Number  ... 

L.  391,592 

66,176 

2,089,466 

69,930 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  the  Ports  of  Hiogo 
and  Osaka  during  the  Years  1895-94 — continued. 


Article*. 

Tons 

Tons 
Lbs. 

Tons 

1895 

1894 

• 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity.     1 

Value. 

Miscellaneous— con 
Wax,  refutable 
Miscellaneous 

Total    ... 

tinned— 

1,591 

* 

84,726 
285,578 

2,690,258 

2,556    ! 

i 

j 

68,763    1 

18,845,462    I 

74,810    ! 

57,783 
150,873 

1,923,728 

Recapitulation- 
Bice  

Tea 

Meials 
Dried  fish    ... 

Coal 

Miscellaneous 

91,071 
...       20,702,934 

76,883 

672,024 

887,804 

356,538 

71,162 

41,552 

2,690,258 

4,219,833 

485,579 

804,950 

809,184 

71.864 

37,972 

1,928,728 

Grand  total 

, 

8,183,222 

Table  111.— Keturn  of  all  Shipping  Entered  at  the  Ports  of  Hiogo 
and  Osaka  during  the  Year  1895. 


Steam. 

Sailing 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of  • 
Vessels.    ! 

Tons. 

Number  of  1 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

.J         691 

1,355,687 

11 

20,524 

702 

1,376,211 

German     ... 

...!          185        | 

194,702 

2 

2,720 

187 

197,422 

French 

...'            58        | 

112,022 

... 

53 

112,022 

Japanese    ... 

116        ! 

85,269 

•~ 

... 

116 

85,269 

Norwegian ... 

«0 

66,502 

... 

80 

66,502 

United  States 

14 

85,911 

is 

20,676 

27 

56,587 

Austrian     ... 

12        ' 

80,532 

... 

... 

12 

80,532 

Dutch         m 

10 

9,658 

... 

10 

9,658 

Corean 

...i           20 

7,321 

2        1 

84 

22 

7,405 

Spanish 

...|              6 

2,962 

...          ' 

.« 

6 

2,982 

Danish 

2 

1,586 

... 

2 

1,536 

Hawaiian    .- 

_'                       M. 

... 

4 

768 

4 

768 

Nicaraguan... 

... 

1 

447 

1 

447 

Buasian 

1 

190 

3 

229 

4 

419 

Total 

1,189 

1,902,312 

36 

I                       i 

45,448 

1,225 

1,947,760 

Digitized  by  VjOOQLC 


Decembi 


52 


JAPAN. 


10 


CO 

u 

<D 

a 
8 

Q 

c 
o 

08 

•a 


H3 

a 

c3 
O 


s 

1-4 


a 

c8 


n3 


M 


o 

0) 


H 
H 


II 

s 


*  8 


^3 


00  CO 

■*  Ok 


T3 
-< 


•a 


I 


3 

3J 

05 


a 


-o      - 


<g  CO  C*  CO  00  OS  00  i-i  0»  C*    CO  *»  00  0»  rH 
wo     ao     eo  IO       00  pH 

^  *-•  0>  r-i 


.<OM«0     .        INONK     . 


a      ^S1^  *""'  5  ^w  °*  **    •      r-i  »  ia  cm 

B     I    00  CO  O  C*      . 


JgO  00  HO 


T3    .   .    .   . 

a 
c  * 

•    •  *c .... 

■  -ft 

ifllls-s^  fiff  !§:§  fi 

**   B 


tiODOfCOlL 


Lte. 


i 


s 

fc> 


2,MJ,4« 

Win 

849,017 

Mtt,0W 

i,«,a» 

M&,700 

MOJOOO 

S7M00 
261,830 


m,ia 


;j 


1,0I8,5M 
13t\W 


«6,U 

80,00 


Digitized  by  LiOOQ IC 


December,  1895. 


of 
m. 

Conrramp- 
UonofCoal. 

Average 
Price  of  Com! 

per 
10,000  lot. 

hi 

Lta. 

Yen. 

9 
6 

2 
7 
0 

2,547,466 
2,011,833 
849,067 
1,492,000 
1,489,200 

14-26 
13*19 
16  -32 
13*88 
20*00 

1,300 
960 
420 
660 
750 

r8 

5 

906,666 
546,700 

13 

80 

*480 
.      860 

14 

440,000 

20 

00 

"291 

\4 
•9 

876,100 
263,630 

14 
19 

80 
00 

no 

128 

!5 

139J923 

*~80 

K) 

17 
>9 

610069 
1,106,375 
1,018,633 

19-66 
13*15 
15  60 

869 
441 
460       ' 

r& 

138,600 

14*25 

'~60 

)4 

17 
H) 

636,188 

1,019,330 

80,000 

19*83 
19*69 
25*36 

860 
880 
10      ■ 

4 
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Company's  Naunea-" 

Total 

Remarks. 

.i 

Lbs. 

Osaka  Spinning  Company              ♦ 

14,581,588 

SetUu               „ 

14,947,400 

Temma             » 

4,895,818 

Naniwa             ,, 

7,297,083 

Hirano              „ 

11,674,834 

TCmaVin               „ 

3,623,750 

Senshyu            „ 

6,109,007 

Aaahi 

(i 

4,671,284 

Fokuahima        „ 

8,877,875 

Kiahiwada        „ 

4,782,438 

Doflhima           „ 

1,919,365 

Sakai                 „ 

i 

2,412,057 

Meiji                .» 

♦ 

449,758 

Osaka  Yoriito  Company    . .            ♦ 

1,048,265 

Temma  Wearing  Company             f 

509,568 

Kuwahara  Spinning  Company      ♦ 
Noda 

459,308 
777,817 

Work  commenced  last  May 

Okayama 

»» 

6,105,399 

Tamaahima 

ii 

4,312,099 

Koraahiki 

!• 

2,976,425 

Kaahiwaaaki 

n 

29,068 

Shimomnra 

n 

646,008 

Kasaoka 

n 

182,741 

Owari 

ii 

5,838,217 

Nagoya 
Aiehi 

it 
n 

4,940,883 
404,083 

Kanegafuthi 
Tokyo 

ii 
ii 

11,801,417 
7,456,533 

Konakigawa 
lyo 

Matsuyama 
Uwa 

ii 

787,858 
1,608,566 

ii 

1,542,949 
1,180,650 

Amagaaaki 
Himeji 
Miyeke 
Koroma 

i> 
ii 
ii 

7,772,349 
2,179,707 
4,834,117 
8,297,474 

Hiroahima 

ii 

1,072,491 

Fnkayama 

» 

3,033,084 

Wakayama 

i 

8,463,732 

Wakayama  Wearing  Compaq        i 

577,650 

Koriyama  Spinning  Company      • 

2,996,616 

Mayekawa 

I 

527,484 

Shimada 

1 

29,932 

Totomi 

ii                              j 

412,508 

Amount  consumed  after  Company's  fire, 

< 

i.e.,  since  last  November 

Yamashiro 

i 

218,774 

Fnjii 

584,208 

Kofu 

.. 

483,075 

Watanabe 

i 

544,691 

Miye 

„ 

15,075,499 

Takaoka 

ii 

836,500 

Knmamoto 

>i 

570,399 

Shimotsoke 

ii 

929,858 

Kago&hima 

ii               ' 

471,975 

Miyagi 

ii 

Total            i 

108,125 

8hocUuahima 

467,774 

183,231,526 

(2233— to  face  p.  52.) 
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No. 

1695. 

1690. 

1697. 

1698. 

1699. 

1700. 

1701. 

1702. 

1708. 

1704. 

1705. 

1706. 

1707. 

1708. 

1709. 

1710. 

1711. 

1712. 

1718. 

1714. 

1715. 

1716. 

1717. 

1718. 

1719. 

1720. 

1721 

1722. 

1728. 

1724. 

1726. 

1726. 

1727. 

1728. 

1729. 

1730. 

1781. 

1782. 

1788. 

1784. 

1785. 

1786. 

1737. 

1788. 

1789. 

1740. 

1741. 

1742. 

1748. 

1744. 

1746. 

1746. 

1747. 

1748. 

1749. 

1760. 

1761. 

1762. 


Price. 

Tokio         3d. 

Marseilles Id. 

Manila       Id. 

Jerusalem Id. 

Cherbourg |d. 

Leghorn     ..         ••         ••  ljd. 

Boston       l*d. 

Kiongchow           ..         ••  Id. 

Naples       2*d. 

Stockholm 2d. 

Corunna     ••         ••         ••  2d. 

Rio  de  Janeiro      ••        .•  2i<L 

San  Jose Id. 

Paramaribo          ••        ••  2d. 

Brest          lid. 

Montevideo           ..        ••  id. 

Charleston 2*d. 

Baltimore  ••         ••        ••  Id. 

Tripoli       Id. 

Cailao        id. 

Nlngpo       ••        ••         ••  Id. 

Dunkirk    ..         ••         ••  lid. 

Batonm 2d. 

Hankow lid. 

Foochoir 8id. 


Syra 

Panama 

Batarla 

Genoa 

Cagllari 

Chicago 

Trieste 

Hakodate 


id. 
..  Id. 
..  lid. 
..  3d. 
..  2id. 
..  7id. 
..     Id. 

Id. 


Mannheim Id. 

Panama •  Id. 

Caracas      ••        ..        ..  Id. 

Riga          ••        ..         ••  6id. 

Tokio        lid. 

Tainan      •.        ••        ••  Id. 

Portland    ..        ..        ••  3d. 

Flume       lid. 

Taganrog 2d. 

Swatow      ••         ..        ••  Id. 

Chungking •  lid. 

Angora l£d. 

Shanghai 2id. 

Bilbao       8Jd. 

Tahiti        lid. 

New  Caledonia     ..        ..  lid. 

Amoy        lid. 

Ichang      ..        ..         ..Id. 

Berlin        id. 

Rio  de  Janeiro      ••        ••  5id. 

Porto  Rico..        ..         ..  lid. 

Monterideo          ..        ..  lid. 

San  Francisco       ..        ..  3d* 

Cayenne    ••        ••        ••  id. 

Frankfort 3d. 


No.  Price. 

1753.  Malaga 8id. 

1764.  S6ul  Id. 

1766.  Copenhagen          ••         ..     3d. 
1756.  Nice  Id. 

1767.  Lisbon       l*d. 

1768.  Nagasaki Id. 

1769.  Hamburg 2id. 

1760.  Mozambique         ..         ..2d. 

1761.  Cettlnje 1H 

1762.  The  Hague lid. 

1763.  Cephalonla  ••         ..     Id. 

1764.  Bahia         Id. 

1765.  Zanzibar lid. 

1766.  Pakhoi       Id. 

1767.  New  York 2d. 

1768.  Chefoo       Id. 

1769.  Caracas id. 

1770.  Palermo    ..         ..  Hid. 

1771.  Mombasa id. 

1772.  Nice  lid. 

1778.  Bucharest 4id. 

1774.  Port  Said lid. 

1775.  Galatz        lid. 

1776.  Madrid 2d. 

1777.  Vienna 2d. 

1778.  Canton Id. 

1779.  Yokohama..        ..        r.   lid. 

1780.  Newchwang  ..        ..     Id. 

1781.  Wuhu         Id. 

1782.  Athens       2d. 

1783.  Tonga        id. 

1784.  Smyrna id. 

1785.  Baghdad Id. 

1786.  Hiogo  and  Osaka  ..  4*d. 

1787.  Bangkok Id. 

1788.  Odessa        ..         ..        ••     2d. 

1789.  Naples       2d. 

1790.  Beyrout      ..         ..        ••     Id. 

1791.  Tunis         lid. 

1792.  Kiuklang 3d. 

1798.  Bangkok Id. 

1794.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul  . ,     Id. 

1795.  Valparaiso 4d 

1796.  Brindiai 2id. 

1797.  Bushire 2d. 

1798.  Christiania 6R 

1799.  Cadiz         2d. 

1806.  Meshed 2|d. 

1801.  St.  Petersburg       ..         ..   41<L 

1802.  Batoum Id. 

1803.  Peking       3d. 

1804.  Samoa        id. 

1805.  Dantzlg      ..        ..         ..     2d. 

1806.  Antwerp lid. 

1807.  Ajaccio       lid. 

1808.  Stettin       3d. 

1809.  Aleppo       Id. 

1810.  Tangier 2id. 
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JAPAN. 

TOKIO. 

Sir  E.  Satow  to  the  Marquis  of  Salisbury. 

My  Lord,  Tokio,  July  30, 1896. 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  Trade  Returns  for 
the  First  Six  Months  of  the  present  year,  which  have  been 
prepared  by  Mr.  Hobart- Hampden,  Acting  British  Vice-Consul. 

(Signed)       'ERNEST  SATOW. 


Report  on  the  Foreign  Trade  of  Japan  for  the  First  Six  Months 

of  1896. 

Abstract  of  Contents. 

P.AOI 

General  remarks           .  • •  •  1 

OomparatiTe  returns  of  total  trade    .*         ..         » 2 

Distribution ,.  2 

Imports   .<         ••         .j.         ••         ..         ..         ..         •  •         ••         ..  9 

Exports ..         ..         6 

Industries,  railways,  Ac.          ..         ..         ..         • ..  9 

Annex  1.— OomparatiTe  table  of  principal  imports . .         . .         ••         ••  12 

Annex  2.—  OomparatiTe  table  of  principal  exports  • .         . .         . .         •  •  16 

Annex  3, — Table  of  private  railways %         ..         ..         ..10 

Since  the  war  Japan,  in  furtherance  of  her  two-fold  object  of 
becoming  a  strong  military  power  and  a  great  commercial  country, 
has  made,  and  is  making,  a  large  if  not  lavish  outlay  upon  national 
defence,  the  development  of  home  manufacturing  industries,and 
the  purchase  abroad  of  raw  material  for  their  consumption*;  as 
well  as  upon  the  extension  of  the  railway  system,  and  the 
encouragement  of  navigation,  by  which  both  aims  alike  are 
served  In  the  recent  Session  of  the  Diet,  which  closed  in  March, 
some  43,000,000  doL  were  voted  under  the  heading  of  new  con- 
(2264)  A  2 
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2  JAPAN.    ' 

turning  expenditures,  to  be  spread  over  6  years,  towards  army 
expansion.  Nearly  95,000,000  dol.,  to  be  spread  over  7  years, 
were  appropriated  for  naval  expansion ;  and  provision  was  made 
for  liberal  subsidies  towards  shipbuilding  and  ocean  navigation. 
Private  enterprise  is  roughly  estimated  to  have  embarked  an 
average  monthly  sum  of  40,000,000  dol.  since  the  beginning  of 
last  year  in  railway,  banking,  and  other  companies  ;  and  turning 
to  the  foreign  trade  for  the  first  half  of  1896,  which  has  been 
marked  by  an  abnormally  large  importation  of  raw  and  semi- 
raw  material,  we  find  an  excess  of  imports  over  exports  of 
26,833,830  dol.,  and  if  we  make  the  usual  15  per  cent  addition  to 
the  official  figures  for  imports  to  cover  commission,  freight,  and 
similar  charges,  it  appears  that  what  Japan  has  actually  paid  the 
outer  world  for  her  half  year's  purchases  amounts  to  no  less  a  sum 
than  92,294,665  doL  (10,190,868/.). 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  Japan's  foreign  trade 
for  the  first  6  months  of  1896,  as  compared  with  the  correspond- 
ing period  of  1895,  the  dollar  to  be  taken  as  equivalent  to  2s.  2\&. 
for  this  year's  figures,  and  to  2s.  1  \d.  for  those  of  last  year : — 


Amount. 

January  to 
June,  1896. 

January  to 
June,  1895. 

Imports  ••         ..        •• 
Exports 

Dollars. 
80,266\281 
68,422,401 

Dollars. 
69,960,866 
68,946,460 

Total 

188,678,682 

118,906,815 

Distribution. 


No  rigid  conclusion  is  usually  to  be  drawn  from  an  excess  of 
imports  at  the  half  year,  as  the  export  of  silk  generally  comes  in 
later  to  redress  the  balance  before  the  end  of  December.  This  was 
so  in  1895,  when  the  excess  of  imports  shown  in  the  above  table 
was  converted  into  a  surplus  of  exports  amounting  to  nearly 
7,000,000  dol.  on  the  whole  year's  trade.  This  year,  however,  the 
prospects  of  silk  are  doubtful,  and  the  excess  of  imports  is 
phenomenal  On  the  other  hand,  bullion  and  specie  were  imported 
to  the  value  of  21,601,961  dol.,  against  7,503,584  doL  exported; 
but  this  excess  is  simply  due  to  the  fact  that  part  of  the  Chinese 
war  indemnity  was  transferred  hither  from  Europe  between  March 
and  June. 

The  trade  of  the  half-year  was  distributed  among  the  foreign 
countries  which  took  a  principal  share  in  it  as  follows  :— 
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Country. 

Value. 

Imports* 

Exports. 

Total. 

British  Empir*— 
Great  Britain           •  • 
British  India           ••         .. 
Hong-Kong  ••         ••         «• 

Australia      . .         ..         .. 

Canada         

Dollars. 

27,601,216 

13,161,409 

8,408,798 

609,239 

22,084 

Dollars. 

4,586,688 

2,049,688 

9,710,718 

672,661 

686,036 

Dollars. 

82,037,804 

16,211,042 

18,114,616 

1,281,890 

668,120 

Ototal 

44,697,746 

17,605,626 

82,908,87* 

/United  States 

V  China 

France  •• 

German j         •  •        •  • 

7,449,197 
9,062,245 
8,802,868 
7,757,676 

12,288,838 
6,760,648 
9,848,879 
1,634^12 

19,733,035 

15,881,788 

18,646,642 

9,391^88 

The  growth  of  imports  and  the  shrinkage  of  exports  have  had 
the  effect  of  reversing  the  usual  relative  positions  of  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States.  The  share  taken  by  the  latter  in  Japan's 
foreign  trade  for  the  half-year  is  only  one-seventh,  while  that  of 
Great  Britain  amounts  to  nearly  one-quarter,  and  that  of  the 
British  Empire  to  over  46  per  cent,  of  the  whole.  The  most  con- 
spicuous feature  of  the  above  table  is  the  advance  of  British  Indian 
imports,  which  have  risen  from  12,001,810  dol.  for  the  whole  of 
1895,  to  13,161,409  dol.  for  the  first  half  of  1896. 


Imports. 

The  only  lines  of  imports  which  show  any  marked  diminution  Metals  and 
are  those  of  steamers,  locomotives,  and  railway  materials,  the  machinery 
decrease  amounting  to  4,028,245  dol.  The  purchase  of  steamers 
was  exceptional  in  1895  ;  and  as  regards  locomotives  and  railway 
materials,  it  would  be  misleading  to  draw  any  discouraging 
inference  from  statistics  extending  over  so  short  a  time  in  the  case 
of  bulky  manufactures,  the  delivery  of  which  naturally  tends  to  be 
periodic  rather  than  continuous.  Indeed,  having  regard  to  the 
great  expansion  of  the  Japanese  railway  system  now  in  progress 
or  in  prospect  the  future  demand  for  railway  material  from  abroad 
must  inevitably  be  large ;  and  it  is  known  that  one  British  firm 
now  holds  an  order  for  the  supply  of  as  many  as  72  locomotives. 
Bails  show  an  advance  of  about  5,000  tons.  Although  fishplates 
and  the  minor  fittingB  are  manufactured  of  Japanese  iron  in  Japan ; 
for  instance,  at  the  Hiraoka  workshop,  in  Tokio,  the  supply  of 
actual  rails  is  wholly  drawn  from  abroad,  Great  Britain  having  a 
largely  predominating  share  in  this  import,  as  also  in  that  of 
galvanised  sheet  and  pig-iron,  and  of  iron  pipes  and  screws ;  while 
Germany  holds  the  first  places  for  iron  nails  and  wire.  As  it  has 
recently  been  suggested  that  thp  import  of  bar,  plate,  and  sh$et- 
(2264) 
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iron  is  a  trade  lost  to  England,  and  fallen  entirely  into  the  hands 
of  Belgium  and  Germany,  it  may  be  well  to  state  that  the  revised 
returns  for  last  year  show  that  while  Belgium  is  to  be  credited 
with  937,164  dol  worth  of  bar  and  rod-iron  during  1895,  Great 
Britain,  although  losing  her  leading  place  of  previous*  years,  still 
contributed  865,361  dol.  worth,  considerably  more  than  three 
times  as  much  as  Germany;  and  that  of  plate  and  sheet-iron, 
709,115  dol.  worth  were  of  British,  179,084  dol.  worth  of  Belgian, 
and  27,856  dol.  worth  only  of  German  manufacture,  a  proportion 
which  for  some  years  past  has  been  nearly  constant.  The  increase 
under  the  various  headings  of  iron  manufactures  aggregates 
856,159  dol.  for  the  half-year  under  review. 

In  this  connection  a  note  may  be  inserted  with  regard  to  the 
Japanese  iron  foundry,  for  which  an  appropriation  of  4,095,700 
dol.,  to  be  carried  over  4  years,  was  voted  in  ttie  last  Session  of  the 
Diet.  The  site  has  not  yet  been  decided  upon,  but  will  probably 
be  either  near  Kamaishi,  in  North-Eastern  Japan,  where  the 
largest  mine  is  situated,  producing  16,000  tons  of  iron  annually,  or 
in  the  coal  district  of  Kyushu.  The  services  of  two  foreign  ex- 
perts are  to  be  engaged,  and  it  is  said  that  twelve  foreigners  will 
be  attached  as  foremen  to  the  foundry,  which  will  open  work  in 
the  last  year  of  the  century.  Japanese  experts  are  now  proceed- 
ing abroad  to  study  methods  and  purchase  plant  Japan  s  future 
annual  requirements  of  iron  in  nil  forms  are  calculated  by  a  former 
direotor  of  the  Mining  Office  at  150,000  tons,  and  the  total  pro- 
vision of  iron  in  the  three  principal  mines  of  the  country  at  about 
31,000,000  tons. 

Among  the  various  kinds  of  machinery,  of  which  about 
3,000,000  dol.  worth  were  imported  up  to  June  30,  spinning 
machinery,  with  a  value  of  1,196,438  dol.,  and  dynamo-electric, 
with  a  value  of  427,666  dol.,  stand  out  with  a  special  prominence, 
clfcarly  indicating  the  main  direction  of  Japanese  industrial 
activity  at  the  present  time. 
Cotton,  raw  For  the    cotton  industry  this  year  bids  fair  to  establish  a 

and  manu-  record.  An  impulse  was  given  to  the  import  of  raw  cotton  by  the 
faeture*.  abolition  from  April  1  of  the  duty,  which  had  enriched  the 
Treasury  by  a  sum  of  over  500,000  dol.  during  1895.  Already,  by 
the  end  of  June,  raw  cotton,  to  the  quantity  of  126,615,389  lbs., 
had  been  imported,  the  value  of  which,  close  upon  18,000,000  dol., 
exceeded  the  import  for  the  corresponding  half  of  last  year  by 
6,500,000  doL,  and  approximately  equalled  the  total  import  during 
the  period  of  23  years  from  1868  to  1890.  As  this  bulk  of  raw 
material  would  over-tax  the  existing  number  of  spindles  in  opera- 
tion at  the  beginning  of  January,  viz.,  632,130,  divided  among 
58  mills,  it  is  not  surprising  to  learn  that  it  is  estimated  that 
before  the  close  of  1896  the  number  of  spindles  in  Japan  will 
exceed  1,000,000.  The  present  activity  of  the  weaving  industry 
may  be  imagined  when  it  is  added  that,  besides  the  raw  cotton,  not 
far  from  6,000,000  dol.  worth  of  cotton-yam  were  imported 
between  January  and  June,  which  is  considerably  more  than  half 
the  total  import  of  yarn  in  any  previous  year  except  1888  and 
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1889,  Japan  aspires  to  supplant  Bombay  yarns  in  China,  and  it 
will  be  seen,  op  reference  to  the  exports,  that  Japanese  spinnings 
command  a  great  and  rapidly-growing  sale  abroad,  but  that  the 
progress  in  the  export  of  ootton  fabrics  is  leas  marked.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  import  of  ootton  goods-*  a  field  in  which  Great 
Britain  is  supreme,  not  1  per  cent  being  supplied  by  other 
countries — shows  a  substantial  advance  amounting  to  1,912,389  dol. 
Every  item,  except  drills,  T-cloths,  and  Turkey-reds,  participates 
in  Una  increase ;  but  the  largest  share  is  to  the  credit  of  satins, 
which  are  coming  into  growing  favour  as  sleeve  and  collar  linings 
for  Japanese  winter  clothing,  displacing  the  native  cotton  fabric 
hitherto  employed.  It  may  be  noted  in  passing  that  a  new  use 
has  been  found  for  cotton  in  this  country,  as  a  substitute  for  hemp 
in  the  making  of  fishing-nets ;  it  is  said  to  resist  the  effects  of 
immersion  and  the  attacks  of  fish  better  than  hemp,  but  judgment 
must  be  suspended  until  statistics  are  to  hand  showing  whether 
this  discovery  of  2  years  ago  has  made  any  real  way  among  the 
fisherfolk  of  Japan. 

Japan,  with   its  population  peculiarly  liable  to  diseases   of  Wool  and 
the  respiratory  system  (20  per  cent,  of  the  annual  mortality  is  woo,1^otll 
from  this  cause),  with  its  mountainous  configuration,  and  a  climate  m*n 
variable  in  summer,  and  iu  winter  characterised  by  northerly 
winds,  and  along  its  western  seaboard  from  latitude  36°  to  its 
northernmost  limit  in  latitude  51°  by  heavy  falls  of  snow,  is  a 
country  in  which  woollen  clothing  should  properly  find  a  good 
market.    The    cotton  traditions  of  the  Far    East    have    always 
militated  against  the  use  of  wool,  and  last  year,  when  woollen 
imports  rose  4,800,000  dol.  in  value,  was  the  first  in  which  any 
very  decided  advance  in  this  class  of  gooda  has  been  observable 
since  1873.    The  future  now  looks  more  promising.    The  imports 
of  woollen  manufactures  have  again  risen  during  the  half  year  by 
about  3,000,000  dol.,  and  in  consequence  of  the  growing  prosperity 
of  native  factories,  which  have  declared  dividends  at  the  rate  of 
10  per  cent,  and  upwards  this  half-year,  the  amount  of  raw  wool 
taken  from  abroad  has  gone  up  in  quantity  756,251  lbs.     One 
special  circumstance  points  to  a  considerable  further  increase  in 
this  respect  to  the  benefit  of  Australia.    In  connection  with  the 
programme  of  military  expansion  sanctioned  by  the  last  Diet,  the 
requirements  in  the  matter  of  raw  material  of  the  Senju  Govern- 
ment Woollen  Mill,  which  clothes  the  army,  will  be  doubled,  and 
it  is  understood  that  the  order  for  the  supply  will  be,  if  it  has  not 
already  been,  placed  with  a  Sydney  firm.    Besides  the  Senju 
Seijujo,  the  Government  mill  just  mentioned,  there  are  in  and 
about  Tokio  the  Moshigwaisha  (woollen  yarn),    the  Meriyasu 
Kwaisha    (hosiery),    which    has  just  increased    its   capital   by 
250,000  dol.,  the  Moshiki  workshop  (shawls,  serge,  &c),  the  Mofu 
Seizojo   (cloth,  shawls),  and  a  blanket  factory   (chiefly  for  the 
supply  of  the  navy).    In  the  case  of  woollen  goods,  as  in  that  of 
most  other  imports  which  have  to  compete  with  a  growing  native 
production,  the  British  manufacturer,  if  he  is  to  retain  a  hold  on 
the  Japanese  naarket,  cai*  only  hope  to  do  so  by  maintaining  the 
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excellence  of  quality  and  durability  in  his  manufacture  which  are 
so  conspicuously  wanting  in  the  Japanese  article.  To  emulate 
the  latter  in  cheapness  is  impossible. 

A  Bill  for  the  exemption  of  wool  from  the  5  per  cent  import 
duty  from  April  1,  1896,  became  law  during  the  last  session  of 
the  Diet. 

Kerosene.  Kerosene  oil  was  imported  to  the  amount  of  24,000,000  gallons 

as  against  25,000,000  gallons  last  year,  but  with  an  increased 
value.  The  Echigo  kerosene  industry  shows  signs  of  a  revival, 
and  oil  to  the  value  of  more  than  1,000,000  dol.  was  extracted 
during  1895.  According  to  a  large  Tokio  dealer  in  kerosene,  the 
native  product  serves  chiefly  for  cleaning  printers'  type  and  similar 
purposes,  only  1  per  cent  being  used  as  lamp  oil. 

Sundry.  Among  other  imports  in  which  the  British  Empire  is  interested 

it  will  be  seen  from  the  table  annexed  to  this  report  that  a  sub- 
stantial advance  has  been  made  under  the  headings  of  white  sugar, 
steel,  printing  paper,  and  leather. 


Exports. 

Silk,  raw  and  Silk,  the  principal  staple  of  Japan's  foreign  trade,  has  only  a 
manufacture!,  n^^  importance  for  the  British  Empire.  Of  the  raw  silk  sent 
abroad  last  year  only  2  per  cent,  and  of  manufactures,  other  than 
handkerchiefs,  only  6  per  cent,  were  taken  by  Great  Britain  and 
her  colonies.  In  silk  handkerchiefs,  however,  the  proportion  was 
as  high  as  25  per  cent.  During  the  first  6  months  of  the  year 
the  export  of  handkerchiefs  shows  an  increase  of  454,000  dol. 
over  last  year's  figures.  Otherwise  silk  has  been  doing  badly,  the 
decrease  in  raw  of  2,461,000  dol.  and  in  piece-goods  of 
3,653,761  dol.  constituting  the  most  marked  f  alling-off- in  this 
year's  exports.  Judging  from  native  reports  from  all  districts  the 
prospects  of  the  new  sericultural  season,  which  opened  with  July, 
are  exceptionally  bad,  cocoons  being  few  in  quantity  and  high  in 
price,  unredeemed  by  any  excellence  of  quality.  This  is  attributed 
more  to  disease  among  the  worms  than  to  the  May  frosts.  The 
effects  of  the  latter  were  artificially  combated  with  success  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Kofu  by  the  lighting  of  fires  to  protect  the 
mulberries. 

Under  the  stimulus  of  last  year's  record  silk  season  quite  60 
new  filatures  have  been  erected  this  year,  mainly  in  the  provinces 
of  Mino  and  Owari,  which  lie  just  within  the  border  of  the  great 
silk-producing  districts  which  range  from  the  35th  to  the  39th 
parallels  of  latitude.  A  company  is  now  being  organised  in  Tokio 
with  a  capital  of  300,000  dol.,  for  the  spinning  of  waste  silk. 
Two  other  similar  companies  are  already  in  existence.  A  silk 
conditioning  house,  erected  by  the  Department  of  Commerce,  is 
now  in  working  order  at  Yokohama. 
Cotton  yam.  The  great  activity  now  prevailing  in  the  cotton  industry  is 
exemplified  in  the  export  of  cotton  yarn  no  less  than  in  the  import 
of  that  article  and  of  r^w  cotton  already  allied  to.    The  export  of 
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cotton  yarn(to  China  and  Corea)  practically  began  as  recently  as  1894, 
and  in  1895  had  reached  the  considerable  total  of  4,710,524  lbs.  and 
1,034,479  doL  This  record  was  already  beaten  as  early  as  the  end  of 
April  this  year,  and  the  total  for  the  first  half  of  1896  amounted  to 
7,020,185  lbs.,  with  a  value  of  1,613,267  doL  Japanese  mill* 
owners  are  congratulating  themselves  that  freights  for  Bombay  W' 
yarn  to  Shanghai  are  3  rs.  higher  than  those  under  a  recent  agree- 
ment between  the  shipping  companies  for  raw  cotton  from  Bombay 
to  Japan,  and  they  expect  with  the  advantage  gained  by  the 
abolition  of  the  import  duty  on  raw  cotton  to  be  able  to  undersell 
Bombay  spinnings  at  Shanghai  by  as  much  as  1  dol.  per  bale. 

The  subjoined  list  shows  the  results  of  the  half-year  for  22 
principal  spinning  companies.  The  aggregate  profits  exceeded 
1,500,000  dol.,  and  though  the  average  profit  per  spindle,  approxi- 
mately 3}  doL,  is  not  exceptional,  the  companies  have  been  more 
generally  willing  this  year  to  incur  certain  expenses,  such  as  fire 
insurance,  with  a  view  to  securing  themselves  against  the  future 
instead  of  as  hitherto  considering  nothing  but  the  maximum  gain 
of  the  moment : — 


Setteu  .. 
Hiimno  .  • 
Tokio  .. 
Sakai 

Miye  .. 
Hhunottnke 
Fnkuyama 
Owari  .. 
Meiji  •  • 
Kurume  .. 
Koriyama 
Kanegafaehi 

Wad*  .. 
Himeji  •  • 
Noda  .. 
Kurashiki 
Oiaka  .. 
Senthu  .  • 
Naniwa  .. 
Okajama 
Kithiwada 


Spindle*  in 
Operation. 

ProBtper 
Spindle. 

Number. 

Dollars. 

84,870 

5  27 

27,048 

5'15 

23,056 

4*88 

6,800 

4-70 

51,408 

4*22 

4,540 

4*22 

7,680 

4-08 

16,712 

8*88 

7,176 

8-76 

9,900 

3  60 

10,868 

8*58 

40,709 

3*50 

28,824 

3*06 

4,128 

2-91 

4,128 

2-90 

4,992 

2*83 

16,808 

2-82 

61,518 

2  72 

19,264 

2  67 

28,543 

2-86 

19,288 

2*08 

11,143 

1-25 

The  quality  of  this  season's  tea  is  above  the  average,  but  with  Tea. 
the  cost  of  production  over  2  dol.  higher  per  100  lbs.,  and  prices 
ruling  20  per  cent,  lower  than  last  year  the  outlook  is  poor.  The 
diminution  in  the  export  this  half  year  as  compared  with  the  first 
half  of  1895  amounts  to  8,222,204  lbs.  and  2,234,656  dol.,  and  is, 
it  is  interesting  to  note,  partly  attributed  by  the  Japanese  them- 
selves to  a  growing  tendency  of  Indian  teas  to  oust  the  Japan 
product  from  the  American  market.    On  the  other  hand,  China 
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took  about  2,000,000  lbs.,  valued  at  64,000  dol,  of  Japan  tea  last 
year,  and  there  is  some  prospect  of  a  market  being  developed  in 
the  northern  non-tea-producing  provinces  of  that  Empire. 

Matting,  There  seems  to  be  no  reason  why  Japanese  matting,  if  only  its 

excellent  quality  of  2  years  ago  were  maintained,  should  not  meet 
with  as  much  favour  among  English  people  as  with  Americans,  but 
since  this  trade  rose  into  prominence  in  1890  the  United  States 
have  absorbed  nine-tenths  of  the  export.  The  figures  for  January 
to  June,  1896,  are  1,440,000  doL,  as  against  1,260,000  dol.  from 
January  to  June,  1895,  but  the  marked  deterioration  in  quality  of 
Japanese  mats  has  lately  attracted  the  attention  of  the  native 
Press,  and  the  June  returns  show  that  the  foreign  purchaser  has 

Carpets.  also  become  alive  to  this  fact.  The  case  of  the  so-called  Sakai- 
dansu  (rugs  made  near  Osaka,  formerly  of  cotton,  now  of  cotton 
and  hemp  mixed)  affords  another  instance  that  deterioration  in 
quality  is  inevitably  followed  by  diminution  in  export — a  truism 
of  trade  which  the  Japanese  take  long  to  learn,  and  longer  to  act 
upon.  The  export  of  these  carpets  has  declined  from  not  far  short 
of  1,000,000  dol.  for  the  first  6  months  of  last  year  to  not  much 
more  than  500,000  dol.  for  the  first  6  months  of  the  presentyear. 

Marine  The  export  of  marine  products,  in  which  China  and  ELong- 

products.  Kong  are  concerned,  shows  a  marked  increase  upon  last  year's 
figures.  10  per  cent,  of  the  total  marine  produce  of  Japan  (only 
about  one-fifth  of  which  finds  its  way  abroad)  comes  from  the 
coast  of  Miyagi,  Iwate,  and  Aomori  prefectures,  which,  on  the 
evening  of  June  15,  was  swept  by  a  tidal  wave  to  the  loss  of  more 
than  25,000  lives,  the  destruction  of  10,000  houses,  and,  roughly 
speaking,  35,000  nets  and  10,000  boats*  It  came  near  to  flooding 
the  Kamaishi  Iron  Mine,  and  at  its  southern  limit  the  disaster 
touched  a  silk  district,  but  without  serious  result,  whereas  the 
marine  industry  in  those  parts  cannot  recover  from  the  effects  of 
the  catastrophe  for  years  to  come. 

The  fisheries  of  the  Hokkaido  are  said  to  be  injuriously  affected 
by  the  rapid  opening  up  of  that  island,  and  it  was  recently 
suggested  in  the  Japanese  Diet  that  the  passage  of  trains  so  near 
the  coast  scare  the  herrings  from  the  shore.  Deep-sea  fishing  has 
never  been  largely  prosecuted  by  the  Japanese. 

It  may  be  noted  that  the  Japanese  are  at  last  beginning  to 
take  an  appreciable  part  in  the  seal  fisheries  of  the  Western 
Pacific.  Up  to  the  end  of  the  half  year  the  7  native  ships  engaged 
had  brought  in  a  catch  of  2,248  seals,  as  against  a  catch  of  21,664 
seals  taken  by  37  foreign  vessels. 

Fancy  waiw.  If  fr°m  ^e  ^8t  °*  w  manufactured  products  "  we  take  lacquer, 
cloisonne,  porcelain  and  earthenware,  bronze,  ivory  and  bamboo 
ware,  and  fans  and  screens — those  wares,  namely,  wnich  owe  their 
attraction  to  their  touch  of  Japanese  art,  if  only  the  art  of  the 
artizan — we  find  that  the  export  is  a  steadily  growing  one,  having 
increased  from  1,700,000  doL  in  1885  to  3,150,000  dol.  in  1889, 
3,260,000  dol.  in  1892,  3,600,000  dol.  in  1894,  and  with  a  sudden 
bound  to  4,720,000  doL  in  1895.  The  figures  for  the  first  half 
of  1896,  viz.,  2,493,000  doi,  show  that  the  advance  is  still  being 
maintained. 
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Japan,  regarded  as  an  "Old  cariosity  shop,"  is  no  longer 
what  it  was.  The  depletion  of  genuine  works  of  old  art  is  every 
year  more  acutely  felt,  and  the  curio  shops  of  Tokio  nowadays 
present  but  a  forlorn  appearance.  To  take  the  pictorial  art 
alone,  values  have  trebled  in  the  last  5  years,  old  colour  prints 
in  particular  (for  which  there  is  no  native  demand)  having  risen 
enormously  in  price,  and  many  dealers  have  had  to  retire  from 
the  business  for  sheer  lack  of  material ;  for  it  is  now  only  at  the 
death  of  a  private  collector  that  old  screens  and  pictures  of  real 
value  come  on  the  market  in  any  quantity,  and  then  only  at 
almost  prohibitive  prices.  The  continuing  demand  has  been 
partially  met  by  ingenious  imitation — at  which  the  Japanese  have 
always  been  adepts — but  the  frankly  modern  will  probably  soon 
be  found  to  pay  better  than  the  spuriously  antique.  -For  in  the 
modern  art  there  ie  abundance  of  life  and  originality  (though 
hardly  that  finish  of  workmanship  attainable  in  former  days 
when  time  and  money  were  no  object),  and  in  pottery,  cloisonne, 
brocades,  and  particularly  lacquer  and  metal-work  the  Japanese 
either  do,  or  with  well-directed  effort  might,  command  the  world. 
Their  forte  lies  less  in  the  production  of  "  objets  dart "  than  in  the 
decoration  of  articles  combining  use  with  ornament.  The  annual 
spring  exhibitions  in  Tokio,  where  silver  kettles,  tea  services,  cigar 
and  cigarette  cases,  lacquer  and  metal  trays,  flower  vases  in  metal 
and  pottery,  cabinets,  &c,  find  ready  purchasers  among  foreigners, 
suggest  great  possibilities,  and  suggest  also  a  comment.  The 
decoration  is  excellent,  but  the  article  to  which  it  is  applied  is 
often  ill-adapted  for  practical  foreign  use — the  kettles,  for  instance, 
too  small,  the  cigarette  cases  unnecessarily  large,  the  cigar  cases 
unsuited  by  weight  or  shape  fur  cigars,  the  teapots  misshapen 
and  bad  pourers.  Japanese  Consuls  in  Europe  might  well  give 
their  countrymen  a  tew  hints  on  this  point,  and  also  as  to 
innumerable  fresh  openings  for  the  application  of  Japanese  art 
to  articles  of  foreign  household  use.  Japanese  art-work  costs 
money,  it  is  sometimes  called  unreasonably  dear ;  but  if  cheapness 
be  an  object,  a  visit  to  the  bazaars  will  disclose  a  whole  world 
of  unpretentious  fancy  wares — Seto,  Awaji,  and  Bauko  pottery, 
quaint  iron  kettles,  Miyanoshita  inlaid  cabinets,  rosetta-wood 
stauds,  embroidered  purses,  fans,  and  lanterns,  lacquer- ware 
boxes,  etc — all  wonderfully  cheap,  and  all  more  or  less  marked 
with  the  neat-handed,  fanciful  skill,  and  the  artistic  reserve  of 
the  Japanese  artizan,  which  only  deserts  him  wholly  when 
avowedly  working  down  to  his  (erroneous)  idea  of  foreign  taste 
in  decoration. 

Industries,  Railways  &c. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  more  than  a  sample  of  the  new  under-  New 
takings,  completed  and  projected  during  the  half  year,  of  which  undertakmg*« 
any  number  might  be  specified  at  random,  such  as  the  establish- 
ment of  a  paint  factory  on  an  enlarged  scale  at  Tokio,  a  jam 
factory  at  Yamanashi,  a  large  paper  factory  at  Hakata,  industrial 
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banks  at  Osaka  and  elsewhere,  the  Imperial  Sugar  Company 
(capital  1,000,000  dol.)  at  Shinagawa,  a  building  company  (capital 
1,000,000  dol.,  subscribed  three  times  over)  at  Tokio,  haft  a  dozen 
cotton  spinning  companies,  two  muslin  weaving  companies  and 
oil-refining,  drug,  gelatine,  match,  rope,  and  hat  making  factories, 
Sfc.  Every  day's  newspaper  supplies  a  new  name,  showing  that 
the  spirit  of  commercial  enterprise  has  now  seized  upon  the 
country  to  an  almost  morbid  degree.  A  new  departure  is  to  be 
recorded  in  insurance.  Japan  is  well  supplied  with  insurance 
facilities,  though  a  preference  is  still  shown  for  insuring  against 
fire  risks  with  foreign  companies.  As  regards  infant  insurance, 
it  has  long  been  possible  for  a  parent  to  insure  his  child  so  as 
to  receive  a  fixed  sum  of  100  doL  towards  the  latter's  educational 
expenses  on  attaining  the  age  of  15 ;  but  a  project,  entirely  new 
in  this  country,  is  now  on  foot,  and  has  already  been  officially 
sanctioned  for  the  formation  of  a  "  Conscription  Insurance  Joint- 
Stock  Company,"  the  object  of  which  is  to  provide  a  fund  for 
the  support  of  a  household  when  the  bread-winner  of  the  family 
is  drawn  for  conscription.  A  premium  of  2  doL  17  c.  paid 
annually  from  the  boy's  birth  till  the  completion  of  his  19th  year 
will  entitle  his  parents  to  a  sum  of  100  dol.  at  the  latter  date. 
Eaflways.  But  apart  from  isolated  undertakings  such  as  those  mentioned 

above,  attention  has  been  especially  concentrated  upon  the  silk- 
spinning  industry,  already  alluded  to,  and  the  development  of  rail- 
ways. Kailway  construction  is  at  present  occupying  a  large  space 
in  the  public  mind,  so  much  so  that  room  has  been  found  for  a  new 
weekly  magazine,  of  which  the  first  number  appeared  in  May, 
dealing  exclusively  with  railway  topics ;  and  in  the  last  session 
of  the  Diet  much  time  was  devoted  to  the  subject 

A  grant  of  26,533,000  dol.  (continuing  over  6  years)  was  voted 
for  the  improvement  of  the  existing  State  railways,  under  which 
term  is  included  the  doubling  of  the  Tokio-Kobe  narrow  gauge 
track ;  and  a  further  appropriation  of  1,178,831  dol.  (in  2  years) 
for  railway  construction  (Sorachi  to  Asahigawa)  in  the  Hokkaido 
was  agreed  to,  and  supplemented  by  a  bill  for  the  survey  and 
construction  by  the  Government  at  an  outlay  not  exceeding 
33,000,000  dol.,  to  be  raised  in  15  years,  of  7  other  Hokkaido 
lines.  In  addition  to  work  on  the  Tokaido  Railway  the  Govern- 
ment have  in  view  the  construction  of  the  Tsuruga-Toyama  line 
(the  Tsuruga-Fukui  section  is  now  open),  the  Fukushima-Aomori 
and  the  Hachioji-Nagoya  lines,  and  thus  finding  their  hands  full 
carried  through  the  Diet  a  bill  for  the  transfer  to  private  companies 
of  the  12  projected,  but  not  yet  constructed,  State  railways.  It 
should  be  added  that  a  representation  to  Government  passed  in 
the  Lower  House,  urging  the  immediate  substitution  of  the 
standard  (4  feet  8^  inches)  gauge  for  the  narrow  (3  feet  6  inches) 
gauge  throughout  Japan.  If  undertaken  now,  the  conversion  is 
calculated  to  cost  less  than  26,000,000  dol. ;  if  postponed  till 
later,  an  extra  outlay  of  12,000  dol.  would  be  involved  for  each 
fresh  mile  constructed  on  the  old  system.  The  number  of  private 
companies  that  have  received  permanent  or  provisional  charters 
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between  January  and  June,  1896,  is  very  large.  A  list  is  added, 
as  Annex  3,  to  serve  as  a  supplement  to  the  Railway  Report 
prepared  at  Her  Majesty's  Legation,  Tokio,  at  the  end  of  1895  * 

Electric  railways,  which  are  solely  for  the  convenience  of  local 
passenger  traffic,  have  but  little  practical  importance  for  the  foreign 
merchant  except  so  far  as  he  is  a  supplier  of  electrical  plant. 
Kyoto  is  already  provided  with  electric  tramways  in  working  order, 
and  most  of  the  large  cities  have  schemes  approaching  realisation. 
A  line  from  Kobe  to  Yuyama,  near  the  hill  resort  Arima,  is 
projected.  Nagoya  and  Yokohama  have  each  a  plan  or  plans. 
In  Tokio  electric  tram  way  j  are  only  to  be  permitted  as  a  municipal 
concern,  and  progress  has  been  retarded  by  a  recent  refusal  of  the 
City  Council  to  allow  the  utilisation  of  the  headwaters  of  the 
Tamagawa  for  the  generation  of  the  necessary  motive  power  on 
the  plea  that  the  town  water  supply,  which  is  drawn  from  a 
lower  reach  of  that  river,  might  suffer  contamination. 

It  remains  to  mention  that  in  the  last  session  of  the  Diet  Law  for  the 
a  Government  bill  became  law,  giving  authority  for  the  opening  *p«njngof 
under  Imperial  Ordinance  of  new  ports  for  foreign  trade,  conducted  new  ***^ 
by  Japanese  owned  vessels.    No  action  has  as  yet  been  taken  under 
this  law,  which  came  into  operation  from  April  1  last    There 
is  some  talk  of  a  harbour  for  Tokio  which  might  affect  Yokohama, 
particularly  if,  as  is  proposed  in  the  face  of  strong  opposition, 
the  new  double  line  Tokaido  Railway  should  not  pass  directly 
through  the  latter  place,  but  it  is  officially  denied  that  any  plan 
for  the  Tokio  harbour,  which  would  be  a  laborious  undertaking, 
has  yet  been  drafted. 

Dockyards,  the  want  of  which  is  seriously  felt  at  present,  are  Dookjwndi. 
projected  on  a  large  scale  at  Hiogo,  Moji,  Uraga,  and  Hakodate, 
and  the  one  which  is  in  course  of  construction  at  Yokohama  is 
approaching  completion.  The  new  harbour  at  Osaka  is  to  cost  J 
close  upon  20,000,000  dol.  and  when  finished  will  possess  a 
military  as  well  as  a  commercial  importance,  being  specially 
designed,  it  is  said,  with  a  view  to  the  simultaneous  embarkation 
of  laj-ge  bodies  of  troops. 

'     *  Miscellaneous  Series,  No.  390. 
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New  Series  of  Reports. 


Reports  of  the  Annual  Series  have  been  issued  from  Her  Majesty's 
Diplomatic  and. Consular  Officers  at  the  following  places,  and  may  be 
obtained  from  the  sources  indicated  on  the  title-page : — 

No.  Price. 

713.  Tripoli  ..         ..         ..Id. 

714.  Callao  id. 

716.  Ningpo  ..         ..         ..Id. 

716.  Dunkirk lid. 

717.  Batoum 2d. 


718.  Haukow lid. 

719.  Fooehow s\d. 

720.  Syra id. 

721.  Panama      ,.         ..         ..Id. 

722.  Bataria       ..         ..         .,  l|d. 

723.  Genoa          3d. 

724.  Ca^liari 2*d. 

725.  Chicago 7  id. 

726.  Trieste        id. 

727.  Hakodate Id. 

728.  Mannheim Id. 

729.  Panama Id. 

730.  Caracas       Id. 

731.  Riga  .         , 6R 

732.  Tokio          lid. 

733.  Tainan        id. 

784.  Portland 8d. 

735.  Fiume         lid. 

736.  Taganrog 2d. 

737.  Swatow       id. 

738.  Chungking  ..         ..         ..lid. 

789.  Angora       lid. 

740.  Shanghai 2 id. 

741.  Bilbao         8*d. 

742.  Tahiti         lid. 

743.  New  Caledon'a      ..         ..lid. 

744.  Amoy          lid. 

746.  lchang         id. 

746.  Berlin         id. 

747.  Rio  de  Janeiro       ..         ..  5*d. 

748.  PortoRico lid. 

749.  Montevideo „  lid. 

750.  San  Francisco        . .         . .  3d. 

751.  Cayenne id. 

752.  Frankfort 3d. 

758.  Malaga       8id. 

754.  Soul id. 

755.  Copenhagen           ..         ..  3d. 

756.  Nice Id. 

757.  Lisbon        lid. 

758.  Nagasaki id. 

759.  Hamburg 2id. 

760.  Mozambique  ..         ..2d. 

761.  Cettinje* lid. 

762.  The  Hague l^d. 

768.  Cephalonia  . .         . .         . .  Id. 


764.  Bahia 

765.  Zanzibar 

766.  Pakhoi 

767.  New  York 

768.  Chefoo 


Id. 
lid. 
Id. 
2d. 
Id. 


769.  Caracas       id. 

770.  Palermo      ..         ..  Hjd. 

771.  Mombasa id. 

772.  Nice ..   lid. 

773.  Bucharent 4Jd. 


No.  Price. 

774.  Port  Said lid. 

775.  Gilatz  lid. 

776.  Madrid         2d. 

777.  Vienna        2d. 

778.  Cinton         ..         ..  .,      Id. 

779.  Yokohama  ..      '  ..         ..lid. 

780.  Newchwang..         ..         ..     Id. 

781.  Wuhu  Id. 

782.  Athens        2d. 

781  Ton*a  ..         ..  ..      id. 

784.  Smyrna        id. 

785.  Baghdad Id. 

786.  Hio^o  and  Osaka    .         ..   4*d. 

787.  Bangkok Id. 

783.  Odessa         2d. 

789.  Naples         2d. 

790.  Beyrout Id. 

791.  Tunis  lid. 

792.  Kiukiaog 3d' 

793.  Bangkok Id. 

794.  Rio  Graude  do  8ul   .         ..Id. 

795.  ValparaiB* 4d. 

79<J.  Brindisi 2*d. 

797.  Bushire        2d. 

798.  Christiania 5|d. 

799.  Cadiz  2d. 

800.  Meshed        2id. 

801.  St.  Petersburg        ..         ..    lid. 

802.  Batoum        Id. 

803.  Peking         8d. 

804.  Samoa  id. 

805.  Dantzig        2d. 

806.  Antwerp l£d. 

807.  Ajaccio         lid. 

808.  Stettin         3d. 

809.  Aleppo         Id. 

810.  Tangier       2id. 

811.  Tokio  «id. 

812.  Madeira       id. 

813.  Vera  Cruz id. 

814.  Oporto         Id. 

815.  Hamburg lid. 

816.  New  Orleans  ..         ..lid. 

817.  Bengazi       id. 

818.  Marmagao id. 

819.  Gothenburg 2d. 

820.  Dar-al-Baida  ..         ..     8d. 

821.  Erzeroum id. 

822.  Munich        2id. 

823.  Samoa  id. 

824.  Chink iang id. 

825.  Jeddah         Id. 

826.  Sofia lid. 

827.  Mexico         2d. 

828.  Teneriffe ;   Sid. 

829.  Batoum       Id. 

880.  Cadiz  Id. 

831.  Martinique Id. 

832.  Odessa         Id. 

883.  Ghilan         Id. 

831.  Old  Calabar 6*d. 
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No.  1835. 

Reference  to  previous  Report,  Annual  Series  No<  1597. 


JAPAN. 

TAMSUI. 

Acting-Consul  Layard  to  the  Marquis  of  Salisbury. 

My  Lord,  Tamsui,  October  15,  1896. 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  my  Report  on  the 
Trade  of  Tamsui  and  Kelung  for  the  year  1895. 

I  have  &c 
(Signed)        r!  DE  B.  LAYARD, 


Report  on  the  Trade  of  Tamsui  and  Kelung  for  the  Year  1895. 
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Difficulty  in 
compiling 
returns, 
owing  to 
change  in 
Government. 


Results  of  war 
not  so 

disastrous  to 
trade  as 
anticipated* 
Value  of 
trade. 


Considerable  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  compiling 
trade  returns  for  this  port  for  the  year  1895,  on  account  of  the 
changes  which  have  occurred  in  the  government  of  the  country, 
and  the  consequent  alteration  in  the  administration  of  the 
customs. 

The  returns  of  the  Japanese  customs  at  Tamsui,  for  the  period 
from  June  9  to  December  31, 1895,  were  not  available  until  the  end 
of  July  la6t,  and  in  drawing  up  the  survey  for  the  whole  of 
1895  they  had  to  be  collated  with  the  report  of  the  Chinese 
maritime  customs  for  the  first  part  of  the  year. 

The  Japanese  forces  landed  on  May  29  some  20  miles  to  the 
south-east  of  Kelung.  On  June  3  they  captured  the  forts  at 
that  place  from  the  10-days-old  Republic,  which  collapsed  from 
that  moment. 

Four  days  later  the  Japanese  entered  Taipeh,  the  capital ; 
and  on  June  9  Tamsui  was  occupied  by  their  forces,  ana  the 
customs  taken  over  by  the  Japanese  authorities. 

In  spite  of  the  general  fear  that  the  war  would  have  disas- 
trous effects  on  the  trade  of  the  country,  the  result  was  not  so 
unsatisfactory  to  the  general  trade  as  was  anticipated. 

The  import  trade  decreased  some  10  per  cent,  in  value  on  the 
previous  year ;  but  on  the  other  hand  there  was  an  increase  in 
the  export  trade  of  over  4  per  cent,  in  the  sterling  value. 

The  gross  value  of  the  trade  in  1895  was  1,355,108/.,  being  a 
decrease  of  23,740/.  on  that  of  1894. 

There  was  a  slight  decrease  on  the  previous  year  in  the 
average  value  of  the  Haikwan  tael  during  the  first  part  of  1895, 
viz.,  from  3*.  2d.  in  1894  to  3*.  Id  in  1895. 


Table  showing  Comparative  Value  of  Imports  and  Exports 
during  the  Years  1894-95. 


Total 

1894. 

Value. 

1895. 

I 

i     Increase  or 
Decrease  in 
1895. 

Imports . 
Exports . 

£ 
678,605 
805,243 

£ 
515,877 
889,281 

£ 
-    57,728 
|   +    88,988 

1,878,848 

1,855,108 

|  -    28,740 

Compar 
of  chief 
imports. 


Imports. 

Annex  2  gives  the  chief  articles  of  import  into  Tamsui 
and  Kelung  during  the  years  1894-95,  but  it  will  be  advisable 
to  give  a  table  showing  the    totals    of    the    principal    classes 
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of  goods,  in  comparison  with  the  totals  of    the   previous  year 
for  the  game  articles. 

The  following  table  gives  the   totals  of  opium,  cotton  goods, 
woollens,  and  metals,  excluding  native  imports: — 


Value. 


Article*. 


18UI. 


£ 

Opium 168,078 

Cotton  goods 64,515 

Woollens  J  6,046 

Metals 85,415 


I u crease  or 

1           1895. 

Decrease  in 

1895. 

£ 

£ 

82,007 

-    86,066 

61,305 

-    s,no 

8,711 

-      7,885 

38,092 

+      2,677 

It  will  be  noticed  from  the  above  table  that  the  total  import  of  Opium 
opium  has  decreased  by  more  than  half.      The  import  of  Benares  Benarev 
in  1895  was  37  cwts.,  as  against  238  cwts.  in  1894,  and  reached 
leas  than  a  third  of  its  value. 

The  import  of  Persian  opium  has  fallen  from  1,880  cwts.  in  Persian, 
1894  to  860  cwts.  in  1895. 

It  is  not  possible  to  give  an  estimate  of  the  Chinese  opium 
which  has  reached  this  island  in  junks,  as  it  does  not  appear  in 
the  customs  returns,  but  great  quantities  have  without  doubt 
been  landed  all  along  the  coast. 

Of  late  years  the  consumption  of  the  foreign  drug  has  been 
considerably  curtailed,  owing  largely  to  the  increased  import  of 
the  native  drug,  which  is  much  cheaper  and  is  largely  used  for 
mixing  with  the  foreign  article.  This  trade  has  bnen  steadily 
passing  into  the  hands  of  Chinese,  and  sales  by  foreign  houses  of 
late  years  have  been  of  a  much  smaller  extent  than  formerly. 

On  the  Japanese  Government  taking  over  the  island,  the 
importation  by  foreign  vessels  greatly  decreased,  in  view  of  the 
drug  being  prohibited.  This  prohibition  was  finally  notified  in 
February,  1896.  The  import  between  June  8  and  December  31, 
1895,  was  some  114  chests,  of  which  51  paid  duty,  the  remainder 
being  in  bond,  and  their  value  amounted  to  4,594/.  This  item, 
however,  is  not  shown  in  the  Japanese  customs  returns,  and  is 
presumably  included  under  some  other  heading.  The  result  of 
the  prohibition  has  been  a  great  increase  in  smuggling  carried  on 
by  Chinese  junks,  which  has  lowered  the  market  value  to  such  an 
extent  that  holders  of  stock  have  had  great  difficulty  in 
clearing. 

The  early  months  of  the  year  were  not  characterised  by  any  Cotton 
great  activity  in  piece-goods,  while  the  unsettled  state  of  affairs  piece-goods, 
which  prevailed  prior  to,  and  for  some  time  after,  the  Japanese 
occupation  of  this  district,  greatly  curtailed  business.     As  affairs 
settled  down,  trade  improved,  but  there  can  be  little  doubt  that, 
(2296) 
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Japanese 
cloths  as 
compared 
with  English. 


Native. 


Shirtings — 


Grey. 
White. 

T-cloths. 

Comparison 
of  towelling 
and  Indian 
sheeting 
not  possible. 

Woollens. 


Metals. 


Sundries. 


Beer  and 
wines. 
Marked 
increase  in 
consumption. 


under  this  heading,  imports  for  a  time  suffered  a  considerable 
check. 

During  1895,  Japanese  cloths  increased  in  popularity,  a*  is 
shown  by  the  lesser  proportionate  falling  off,  compared  with  those 
of  English  manufucture.  This  is  attributable  to  two  cause?,  the 
low  value  of  silver,  and  the  fact  that  the  Japanese  cloths,  besides 
being  more  varied  in  colour,  are,  by  reason  of  the  greater  variety 
in  their  texture,  more  suited  to  the  climatic  changes  of  the 
island. 

Imports  of  Chinese  cloths,  owing  to  political  causes  probably, 
show  a  falling-off,  but  they,  along  with  the  cheaper  Japanese 
cloths,  proved  quite  sufficient  to  meet  the  demand  for  goods  of 
this  class,  to  the  almost  entire  exclusion  of  English  goods  of 
similar  quality. 

There  is  a  large  falling  off  both  in  grey  and  white  shirting*, 
owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  same  causes  as  that  found  all  through 
the  list. 

Grey  shirtings  fell  from  57,311  pieces  in  1894,  to  37,631 
pieces  in  1895.  Whilst  white  shirtings  similarly  sank  from 
57,002  pieces  to  37,390  pieces  in  the  same  period. 

T-cloths  have  increased  from  2,600  pieces  to  4,431  pieces,  and 
by  more  than  twice  their  value. 

It  would  not  be  fair  to  compare  the  values  obtainable  of 
cotton  towelling  and  Indian  sheetings  with  the  import  of  the 
previous  year  owing  to  the  want  of  uniformity  in  the  two  systems 
of  returns. 

There  is  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  total  value  of  the 
woollen  import,  which  comprises  English  camlets,  lastings,  long- 
ells,  yarn,  and  thread,  but  though  the  decrease  is  nearly  50  per 
cent,  the  total  is  trifling. 

The  foregoing  table  shows  a  slight  increase  in  the  amount  of 
metals  imported,  principally  in  the  direction  of  manufactured  iron, 
by  far  the  greater  part  being  imported  before  the  Japanese  occu- 
pation. There  is  a  great  diminution,  proportionately,  in  lead,  in 
spite  of  the  requirements  of  the  camphor  and  tea  trade. 

Ui  der  the  heading  of  sundries,  the  first,  alphabetically,  which 
is  worth  noticing,  and  appears  for  the  first  time  separately,  is 
beer,  nearly  all  of  which  was  imported  after  the  occupation. 

The  amount  of  beer  imported  reaches  a  value  of  2,023/.,  and 
that  of  wine  and  spirits,  which  may  properly  be  mentioned  here, 
to  2,921/.  100/.  worth  of  the  former,  and  226/.  worth  of  the 
latter  only  having  been  imported  before  June,  1895. 

The  Japanese  population,  whether  from  insufficiency  of 
good  spring  water,  or  as  a  supposed  antidote  to  the  ill  effects  of 
the  malarial  climate,  is  consuming  great  quantities  of  alcoholic 
beverages,  the  average  per  head  being,  I  am  informed,  three 
times  as  much  as  in  Japan  proper. 

The  favourite  beers  are  of  the  lighter  kinds,  chiefly  German, 
Lager,  and  Pilsener,  imported  'from  Hong  Kong,  the  beer  of 
Japanese  manufacture,  although  cheaper  to  import,  commanding 
little  sale,  as  it  will  not  keep  in  this  climate. 
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The  item  of  cement  has  been  inserted  merely  to  show  the  Cement, 
decrease  of  3,000/.  in  the  value  of  the  import. 

Flour  in  1895    was  imported  to   the  value  of   11,338/.,  {is  Flour, 
against  6,479/.  in  1894,  and  there  is  good  cause  to  think  that  this 
import  of  American  origin  will  increase  steadily. 

Some  decrease  is  apparent  in   the  Japanese  match   import,  Japanese 
keeping  pace  with    the   depression  in  other  lines,  but  there  is  matcucs- 
every  sign  of  its  recovery.     The  import  of   1894  was  203,000 
gross,  at  6,392/.,  against  147,220  gross  at  4,674/.  in  1895,  the  last 
amount,  however,  being  an  increase  of  some  4,000  gross  on  the 
import  of  1893. 

Munitions   of  war  to  the  value  of  98,159/.  were  imported  Munition* 
under  the  Chinese  rule  in  1 895,  but  the  item  does  not  appear  in  of  war- 
the  returns  of  the  Japanese  customs. 

Sales  of  kerosene  oil  during  1895  were  very  much  curtailed,  Kerosene. 
owing  to  the  disturbed  state  ol  affairs,  more  especially  from 
March  to  July  inclusive.  Since  that  month,  however,  there  was 
a  steady  increase  in  the  consumption,  American  case  oil  taking 
the  leading  position  as  in  the  previous  year,  Russian  case  oil 
taking  second  place.  Prices  for  both  were  about  on  an  even 
basis.  There  was  only  a  small  demand  for  Lang  Kat  (Java)  case 
oil,  but  at  lower  prices  than  American  or  Russian.  This  oil  is 
considerably  handicapped  with  the  other  oils,  by  reason  of  its 
inferior  packing. 

Tank  oil  in  tins  is  principally  saleable  for  local  consumption  Tank  oil. 
only,  and  is  not  so  suitable  for  carriage  inland  as  the  case  oil,  or 
for  shipment  along  the  coast  in  small  craft. 

I  am  unable  to  give  the  totals  of  this  import  under  separate 
headings  of  country  of  origin,  but  the  relative  values  were,  I  am 
informed,  similar  to  those  of  1894,  Up  to  June  8  there  were 
imported  47,400  gallons  of  American  and  174,775  gallons  of 
Russian  case  oil.  The  total  value  at  the  year's  end  amounted  to 
2,086,405  gallons  at  19,751/. 

The  Japanese  customs  returns  give  a  small   total  on  account  Railway 
of  the  import  of  railway  material — 1,149/. — but    this  probably  mater,al- 
includes  only  material  for  the  relaying  of  the  line  which  has  been 
commenced  between  Taipeh  and  Kelung,  over  a  newly  surveyed 
route  avoiding  the  inequalities  of  the  former  existing  line  con- 
structed under  the  Chinese  administration. 


Exports, 

As  pointed  out  in  the  first  table  given  in  the   body  of  this  Increase  in 
report,  the  gross  sterling  value  of  the  export  trade  of  this  district  Yalue- 
has  increased  by  nearly  34,000/.,  owing  chiefly  to  the  increase  in 
value  of  the  items  of  camphor  and  tea. 

Although  nearly  10,000  cwt.  less  camphor  was  exported  than  camphor. 
in  1894,  the  enhanced  price  of  the  article,  owing  to  the  disturbed 
state  of  the  island,  raised  the  total  value  of  the  export  by  some 
8;000/.     At  all  times  an  article  requiring,  to  be  worked  sue- 
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Coa'. 


Tea. 


Character  of 
season  '«  crop. 


cessfully,  Large  advances  of  money  on  account,  anil  a  peaceful 
state  of  affaire  on  the  savage  border,  the  war  played  havoc  with 
outstanding  arrangements. 

The  export  of  coal  amounted  only  to  7,751  tons,  nearly  all  of 
which  went  forward  before  the  Japanese  occupation.  Since  that 
dnte  the  mines  near  Kelung  have  not  been  worked,  and  are  for 
the  most  part  flooded  with  water.  Surface  workings  supply  coal 
to  a  very  limited  extent,  but  the  fuel  is  soft  and  of  poor  quality. 

The  tea  season  of  1895  commenced  about  the  middle  of  April, 
and  from  that  date  stocke  steadily  accumulated  in  Twatutia. 
The  general  impression  seems  to  have  been  that  a  serious  check 
would  be  caused  to  business  by  the  advent  of  the  Japanese,  but, 
contrary  to  expectations,  the  high  prices  ruling  in  the  market 
proved  such  an  inducement  to  growers  that  no  shortage  was 
experienced  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  whilst  buying 
packing,  and  shipping  went  on  as  usual. 

The  spring  crop  and  first  and  second  summer  teas  were  of 
good  quality,  and  quite  up  to  the  average  of  past  seasons,  but  the 
autumn  crop  was  poor,  owing  to  the  interruption  of  the  necessary 
care  for  the  plants  caused  by  the  disturbances  up  country.  The 
result  was  a  shortage  of  fine  teas  and  a  corresponding  increase  of 
the  lower  grade*. 

Prices  paid  by  both  foreign  and  Chinese  buyers'  on  the 
Twatutia  market  throughout  the  year  were  very  high  and  con- 
siderably above  the  parity  of  New  York  values.  The  profit  was 
therefore  mostly  to  the  native  growers. 

Chinese  tea-merchants  and  shippers  to  Amoy  for  the  most 
part  had  a  disastrous  season,  and  only  those  who  met  the  market 
in  Amoy  when  it  first  opened  (and  the  opening  was  unusually 
late),  could  have  met  with  any  profits  in  their  shipments. 

Foreign  buyers  also  had  no  reason  to  be  satisfied ;  markets 
in  America  ruled  low  from  the  start,  and  the  tendency  was  in  the 
downward  direction,  buying  only  taking  place  for  immediate 
requirements.  The  immense  drop  in  value  in  Amoy  cannot  be 
accounted  for  by  the  rise  in  exchange,  the  true  reason  being  that 
teas  in  New  York  ruled  below  the  Chinese  markets,  and  specula- 
tive purchases  based  on  a  snort  supply  had  for  some  time  ceased. 

The  export  of  Oolong  tea  increased  by  166,917  lbs.  in 
quantity,  and  86,162Z.  sterling  value;  whilst  the  export  of 
Pouchong  tea  decreased  by  555,450  lbs.  weight,  and  14,410/. 
value. 


Decrease  in 
total. 


Increase  in 
British. 


Shipping. 

There  was  a  noticeable  decrease  in  the  total  amount  of 
shipping  calling  at  Tamsui  and  Kelung,  the  r umber  of  vessels  of 
foreign  build  that  entered  being  1G8,  against  199  for  the  pre- 
ceding year;  but  this  arose  mainly  from  the  absence  of  Chinese 
shipping,  which  dropped  from  70  ships  to  14. 

The  proportion  of  British  tonnage  to  the  total,  on  the  other 
hand,  increased  considerably,  amounting  to  about  72  per  cent. 
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of  the  whole,  whilst  German  tonnage  was  almost  treble  what  it  And  German. 
was  in  1894. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  give  a  "  nil "  return  of  wrecks  on 
the  dangerous  coasts  of  this  district. 


©~ 


General  Remarki. 

It  cannot  be  said  that  the  influx  of  the  Japanese  has  had  any  British  trade 
particular  influence  on  local  British  trade,  apart  from  the  actual  unaffected  by 
check  given  by  the  necessarily  attendant  temporary  disorganisa-  P£litical 
tion  and  the  prohibition  of  the  import  of  opium. 

Although  the  number  of  the  Japanese  population  is  rapidly 
increasing,  in  spite  of  the  deplorable  number  of  victims  to  the 
climate,  yet  so  far  they  have  absorbed  little  or  none  of  the 
business. 

Such  demand  for  goods  as  there  is  amongst  them  is  supplied  Japanese 
from  Japan  principally,  whilst  the  Chinese  element  has  always  wants 
been  on  the  look-out  to  assimilate  directly  to  itself  such  trade  as  ^^  from 
it  might  otherwise  conduct  as  the  medium  between  the  native  and  ' 

the  foreign  merchant.      What   increase   there  is  more  directly 
benefits  the  British  shipping  interest. 

As  time  goes  on,  an  increase  in  competition  will  no  doubt  call 
for  more  active  measures,  and  machinery  will  probably  be  im- 
ported for  the  tea  business;  but  until  there  is  another  outlet  than 
Amoy  for  this  traffic,  things  are  likely  to  remain  as  they  are. 

If  Kelung  or  Tamsui — and  the  latter  seems  the  most  New  outlets 
practicable — could  be  made  a  basis  for  a  direct  export  of  tea  to  for  tc*  trade. 
America  vid  Japan,  there  would  be  a  complete  revolution  in  the 
export  trade  in  this  article  to  the  mainland  of  China;  but  until 
those  harbours  are  so  dredged  as  to  accommodate  shipping  of  the 
necessary  capacity,  and  railway  facilities  between  Twatutia  and 
Kelung  are  so  reformed  as  to  induce  transport  to  go  in  that 
direction,  there  is  no  likelihood  of  the  present  inter-port  trade 
being  interfered  with. 

With  regard  to  the  railway  from  Twatutia  to  Kelung,  as  the  RaUway. 
line  has  been  under  military  control,  the  Japanese  have  been 
unable  to  give  me  particulars  of  the  rolling  stock,  &c. ;  but  the 
visible  property,  with  but  little  alteration,  still  consists  of  the 
diminutive  engines  of  the  late  Chinese  Government,  which  have 
to  water  half-wny  on  the  20-mile  journey,  and  a  few  carriages  and 
wagons,  which  are  utterly  inadequate  to  the  demand  for 
accommodation. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  to  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to 
Mr.  H.  B.  Morse,  and  Mr.  S.  J.  Nomura,  Commissioners  of  the 
Chinese  and  Japanese  customs  respectively,  for  access  to  the 
customs  returns,  and  to  the  gentlemen  in  charge  of  the  various 
firms  in  this  district  for  furnishing  me  with  notes  and 
information. 
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Annex  1. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Tamsui  and 


Kelung  during  the  Year  1895. 

Emtbebd. 


Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of        TAna 
Vesscls.    !      Ton*' 

Number  of  .      q,^.          Number  of 
Vessels.          Ton8*       i     Vessels. 

Tons. 

British        

German      

Chinese      

Danish       

Norwegian 

Japanese    

Total       

„   for  the  year 
preceding 

119 

25 

14 

8 

2 

1 

62,616 
17.323 
5,072 
1,431 
1,106 
498 

1 
8 

803 
946 

120 
28 
14 
3 
2 
1 

63,418 
18,269 
5,072 
1,481 
1,106 
498 

164 
190 

88,039      j              4 
108,987                    9 

1,749 
8,027 

168 
199 

89,788 
112,014 

Clmammd. 


Steam. 

Sailing.               |                 Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

German      

Chinese      

Danish 

Norwegian 

Japanese    

121 
27 
14 
3 

8 
2 

63,798 
18,597 
6,072 
1,431 
1,646 
992 

2 
8 

1,167 
947 

... 

123 
80 
14 
3 
3 
2 

64,965 
19,643 
6,072 
1,431 
1,646 
992 

Total       

„  for  the  year 
preceding 

170 
188 

91,536 
107,702 

6 

8 

2,113      |         175 
2,668      1          196 

93,649 
110,865 

Annex  2. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  Tamsui 
and  Kelung  during  the  Years  1894-95. 


Articles. 

1894. 

1896. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

•  Value. 

Opium— 

4 

4 

Benares 

Cwts. 

288 

16,210 

37 

5,036 

Persian 

„           #•• 

1,880 

160,391 

860 

76,972 

Cotton  goods- 

Grey  shirtings    M 

White  shirtings 

Pieces      ... 

57,311 

19,583 

87,631 

12,734 

,,         ... 

67,002 

25,912 

37,390 

15,252 

T-cloths    ...        ...        

„         ... 

2,662 

610 

4,431 

1,982 

Japanese  cloths  of  all  sorts    ... 

„         ... 

126,597 

7,855 

52,694 

5,713 

Woollens- 

Camlets   - 

«t 

3,347 

4,929 

... 

2,247 

Lasting! M 

i»         •« 

1,588 

1,872 

... 

428 

Long  ells 

2,882 

1,938 

... 

867 

Yarn  and  thread 

Cwts. 

257 

2,320 

97 

1,811 

Metals— 

Manufacured  iron        

„ 

5,838 

2,342 

... 

2,742 

Tin 

195 

713 

756 

Lead        ...        .-        

■it           ••• 

22,682 

14,275 

9,691 

6,768 

Sundries— 

Beer         .M       

... 

... 

... 

... 

2,023 

Wine  and  spirits 

... 

... 

2,921 

Cement 

Packages... 

7,764 

3,351 

... 

313 

Flour        

Cwts. 

16,659 

6,479 

11,388 

Matches 

Gross 

203,000 

6,892 

147,220 

4,674 

Munitions  of  war         

... 

... 

... 

... 

98,159 

Oil,  kerosene— 

American        

Russian 

Gallons    ... 

900,000 
455,766 

16,177  \ 
8,236  f 

2,086,405 

19,751 

Bail  way  material 

... 

•M 

... 

1,149 

Rice         

Cwts. 

117,490 

26,249 

89,437 

9,879 
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Annex  3. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from 
Tamsui  and  Kelung  during  the  Years  1894-95. 


Articles. 

Cwts... 
Tons  .. 

Lbs.  .. 
>»    •  • 

•  • 

1894.                 •                 1895. 

i 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Camphor.. 

Coal 

Tea- 
Oolong.  . 
Ponchong 

Sundries  . .         . . 

38,108 
24,248 

18,199,883 
2,290,266 

£ 
90,149 
12,777 

670,424 
76,093 
65,800 

28,696 
7,751 

18,466,250 
1,784,816 

- 

£ 

98,905 

4,635 

656,586 
61,683 
17,422 

Total 

•• 

805,243     j 

839,231 
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No.  Price.  No 

1815.  Hamburg lid.  1876. 

1816.  New  Orleans          ..         ..lid.  1877. 

1817.  Bengazi id.  '    1878. 

1818.  Marmagao id.  ,    1879. 

1819.  Gothenburg 2d.  1880. 

1820.  Dnr-alBaida           ..         ..  3d.  1881. 

1821.  Brzeroum £d.  1882. 

1822.  Munich 2*d.  1883. 

1823.  Samoa         id.  1884. 

1824.  Chinkiang Id.  1885. 

1825.  Jeddah        Id.  ,    1886. 

1826.  Sofia            H<L  1887. 

1827.  Mexico        2d.  :    1888. 

1828.  Teneriffe 3*d.  1889. 

1829.  Batoum Id.  I    1890. 

1830.  Cadiz          Id.  1891. 

1831.  Martinique Id.  1892. 

1832.  Odessa         Id.  1893. 

1833.  Ghilan         Id.  1894. 

1834.  Old  Calabar           ..         ..  6|d.  1895. 

1835.  Tamsui       Id.  1890. 

1836.  Copenhagen            ..          ..  id.  1897. 

1837.  Salonica lid.  1898. 

1858.  Honolulu id.  1899. 

1839.  Buenos  Ayres        ..         ..  2d.  1900. 

184".  Para Id.  1901. 

1841.  Bolivia        2d.  I    1902. 

1842.  Washington            ..         ..  3d.  '    1903. 

1843.  Berlin         2d.  1904. 

1844.  Uganda Id.  1905. 

1845.  Belgrade lid.  i    1906. 

1846.  Dakar         id.  1907. 

1847.  Florence lid.  \    1908. 

1848.  Copenhagen           .•         ..  2d.  1909. 

1849.  Havre          2d.  »    1910. 

1850.  Serajevo Id.  I    1911. 

1851.  Madrid        2d.  1912. 

1852.  LaRochelle           ..         ..  lid.  1913. 

1853.  Chicigo 4d.  i    1914. 

1854.  Berlin         Id.  ]    1915. 

1855.  Cherbourg 2id.  1916. 

1856.  Bcira           Id.  ■    1917. 

1857.  Charleston ,  2id.  ,    1918. 

185*.  Saigon        4d.  1919. 

1859.  Suakin         Id.  1920. 

1860.  Rouen         2u.  1921. 

1361.   Patras          lid.  1922. 

1862.  Barcelona 2d.  1923. 

1803.  Amoy          2id.  1924. 

1864.  TreMzond Id.  1925. 

1865.  Lisbon        2|d.  1926. 

18U6.  Callao         2d.  1927. 

1867.  Pernambuco           ..         ..  5d.  1928. 

1868.  Naples        lid.  1929. 

1869.  New  Orleans          ..         ..  2id.  1930. 

1870.  Vera  Cruz 2id.  1931. 
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Havana lid. 
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Milan          ..          ..         ..  lid. 

Baltimore Id. 

Cettinje       ..          ..          ..  id. 

Bilbao         2id. 

Florence lid. 

Brest           lid. 

Marseilles lid. 

Wiihtt  ..         ..         ..Id. 

Chinkiang Id. 

Malaga       Id. 

Antwerp      ..         ..         ..id. 

Amsterdam..         ..         ..  Id. 

Galveston 2d. 

Piraeus         2i<L 

Stettin        2i<L 

Martinique.         ..         ••  lid. 

Corunna 2id. 

Calais          Id. 

Honolulu Id. 

Riga            2d. 

Tripoli        Id. 

Batoum       ..         ..         ..  2d. 

Lorenzo  Marques  . .         •  •  2d. 

Datavia        ..          ..          ..  2 id. 

Corfu          lid. 

Foochow lid. 

Montevideo            ..         ••  5id. 

China          5d. 

Philadelphia          ..         ..  lid. 

Rio  Grande  do  Sul..         ••  3id. 

Quito           Id. 

San  Jos6      ..         . .         ••  Id. 

Dunkirk Id. 

Samoa         Id. 

Bordeaux    ..          ..          ..  2£d. 

Porto  Rico  ..         ..         ..lid. 

Galatz         lid. 

Ciiristiania id. 

Copenhagen            ..          ..  3d. 

New  York 2id. 

Sin  Francisco        ..         ..  8id. 

Kiukiang    . .         ..          ..  Id. 

Harrar        id. 

Berne          lid. 

Mannheim  . .         . .         .  •  Id. 

Fiume         ..         ..         ..  lid. 

Oporto        ..         ..         ,.  Id. 

Hangchow  ..         ..         . .  Id. 

Boston        2id. 

Tahiti          Id. 

Manila        lid. 

Caracas       ..         ..         ..  Id. 

Hamburg 3d. 

Portland 8d. 

Malaga       2Jd. 
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Aggregate  Trade. 

Total  value  of  The  total  foreign  trade  of  Japan  for  the  year  1896  amounted 
trade  in  1890.  jn  sterling  to  the  sum  of  31,543,195/.,  consisting  of  imports  to  the 
value  of  18,776,896/.,  and  exports  valued  at  12,766,299/.  The 
foreign  produce  re-exported  from  and  the  Japanese  produce  re- 
imported  into  the  country  stood  at  23,507/.  and  137,277/.  respec- 
tively. Deducting  these  figures  from  the  total  amount  of  trade, 
the  following  comparison  between  the  past  year  and  1895  is 
arrived  at: — 


7 


Comparison 
with  previous 
year. 

Year. 

Talue. 

4 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1896         

1805          

Increase  or  decrease 

£ 
18,753,389 
18,526,710 

£ 
12,629,022 
14,624,025 

+  5,226,679 

-  1,995,003 

Trade  of 
different 
ports. 


The  whole  foreign  trade  thus  exhibits  an  increase  of  3,231,676/. 
as  compared  with  the  preceding  12  months.  The  balance  of  trade 
was  against  Japan,  imports  exceeding  exports  by  6,124,367/.,  an 
occurrence  rare  in  the  history  of  the  nation's  foreign  commerce. 
This  state  of  affairs  arose  principally  from  the  increased  demand 
for  metals,  textiles,  raw  materials,  &c,  consequent  on  the 
industrial  activity  which  sprang  up  after  the  war,  and  from  a  con- 
siderable falling  off  in  the  quantities  of  silk  and  tea — Japan's  two 
staple  articles  of  export — sent  abroad. 

The  various  ports  of  the  Empire  participated  in  the  trade  as 
follows : — 
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Port 

Imports 
Exports 

Imports 
Exports.. 

Imports  •• 
Exports 

Imports 
Exports 

Imports 
Exports.. 

Value. 

Total 

/     Yokohama.  ,.         ,. 
r    Hiogo  and  Osaka     .. 

£ 
7,957,807 
6,646,644 

£ 
14,604,451 
18,912,641 
1,549,866 

ISA  9.4 1 

9,478,047 
4,484,694 

Nagasaki 

1,092,475 
602,890 

Hakodate 

36,180 
94,111 

•Other  ports 

188,930 
951,283 

1,140,213 

" 

Total  trade 

31,882,411 

*  Under  the  heading  other  ports  are  included  Niigata,  Shimonoaeki,  Moji, 
Hakata,  Karatsu,  Kuehinotsu,  Izubara,  Shishimi,  Sasuna,  £akai,  Fushiki,  Muroran, 
and  Otaru. 

The  import  trade  generally  has  increased  by  nearly  one-third.  * 
In  imports  Yokohama  marks  an  advance  of  about  30  per  cent., 
Kobe  and  Osaka  of  31  per  cent.,  and  Nagasaki  of  50  per  cent, 
while  at  Hakodate  the  imports  have  more  than  doubled  the 
figures  of  the  previous  year.  All  the  ports  show  an  increase  in 
exports,  with  the  exception  of  Yokohama,  which  experienced  a 
decline  of  no  less  than  2,565,293/.,  or  about  27  per  cent. 

The  trade  was  distributed  among  the  foreign  countries  chiefly  Distribution 

interested  in  it  in  the  following  way : —  «f  fc*k 

among  foreign 
countries, 


Country. 

Value. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total 

British  Empire — 
Great  Britain 

Hong-Kong 

British  India 

Australia 

Canada         

£ 

6,480,664 

999,007 

2,462,848 

91,838 

5,636 

£ 

976,848 
2,162,972 
491,579 
157,978 
172,688 

£ 

7,457,007 

8,161,979 

2,954,422 

249,811 

178,324 

Total 

10,039,488 

3,961,560 

14,001,043 

United  States 

France  ..         ..        •• 

Qermaoy          

China 

1,790,842 

840,257 

1,879,494 

2,834,567 

3,416,004 

2,061,800 

321,982 

1,497,684 

5,206,846 
2.901,567 
2.201,476 
8,832,141 

Comparing  these  figures  with  the  corresponding  ones  for  the 
previous  year,  the  following  increases  or  decreases  in  the  trade  of 
Japan  with  each  country  are  shown : — 
(2413) 
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Country. 

Imports 
Exports 

Imports 
Exports 

Imports 
Exports 

Imports        •  • 
Exports 

Imports 
Exports 

Imports 
Export* 

Imports 
Exports 

Imports 
Exports 

Imports 
Exports 

Increase 

n                      •  •            •• 

Total  increase    L  . 

Increase 
„ 

Total  increase    . . 

Increase 

a                •  •        •  • 

Total  increase    . . 

Decrease 
Increase 

Total  decrease   .. 

Increase 
Decrease          .  • 

Total  decrease   . . 

Increase 
Decrease 

Total  decrease    . . 

Increase 
Decrease 

Total  decrease    . . 

Increase 
Decrease 

Total  increase    . . 

Increase.  • 

„      . .         •  • 

Total  increase    . . 

Value. 

Great  Britain 

1,775,237 
122,832 

1,897,569 

Hong-Kong 

128,870 
178,669 

297,539 

British  India    •« 

1,212,955 
19,829 

Australia          *  •        •  • 

1,281,984 

19,329 
19,193 

186 

Canada  ..         •• 

4,208     , 
42,479 

United  States   .. 
France 

38,271 

824,555 
2,437,181 

1,612,576 

260,313 
577,208 

816,895 

German  j 

605,207 
39,852 

565,855 

China 

89,852 
507,948 

547,800 

It  is  satisfactory  to  observe  that  British  trade  is  more  than 
holding  its  ground.  Imports  from  Great  Britain  amounted 
in  1896  to  36  per  cent,  in  the  total,  as  compared  with 
34  per  cent,  in  1895.  German  trade  did  not  increase  to  the  same 
extent,  amounting  to  10  per  cent,  of  the  whole,  as  compared  with 
9  per  cent,  the  previous  year.  Imports  from  the  United  States 
rose  84  per  cent.,  but  a  decrease  of  over  40  per  cent,  took  place  in 
,  the  exports  to  that  country.  The  export  trade  to  China  grew 
V  about  50  per  cent 
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Imports. 

The  whole  of  the  imports  from  foreign  countries  to  Japan 
amounted,  as  above  mentioned,  and  as  shown  in  Table  1  of  this 
report,  to  18,753,389/.  in  sterling,  and,  according  to  the  annual 
trade  returns  published  by  the  Japanese  Government,  to 
171,459,555  dol.  silver  currency.  As  in  previous  years,  these 
figures  represent  only  the  original  cost  of  the  goods  imported  at 
the  plAce  of  production  or  shipment,  and,  in  order  to  estimate  the 
amount  actually  paid  by  Japan  for  her  purchases,  an  addition  of 
15  per  cent  should  be  made  to  cover  freight,  insurance,  and  other 
charges.  Adding  this  percentage  to  the  sum  given  before,  it  will 
be  found  that  in  1896  Japan's  imports  cost  her  21,566,394/.,  or 
197,178,488  dol.  (silver). 

The  principal  articles  which  show  an  increase  (see  Table  1) 
are  raw  cotton  and  cotton  manufactures  (with  the  exception  of 
drills,  T-cloths,  Turkey-reds,  and  miscellaneous  piece-goods). 
Wool  has  decreased  slightly,  but  there  has  been  a  rise  in  the 
importation  of  woollen  manufactures.  All  metals,  except  tin 
have  been  more  largely  imported  than  in  1895.  A  similar  increase 
has  taken  place  in  the  case  of  machinery  and  kerosene  oil. 


Raw  Cotton. 

A  great  impetus  has  been  given  to  the  import  of  this  article  Kair  cotton, 
by  the  abolition  of  the  import  duty  from  April  1 ;  and  with  the 
continued  prosperity  of  the  cotton-spinning  industry  the  import 
of  raw  cotton  augments  year  by  year,  the  quantity  of  raw  cotton 
consumed  by  the  61  cotton-spinning  companies  belonging  to  the 
United  Guild  of  Spinners  was  over  210,000,000  lbs.,  as  against 
184,201,357  lbs.  in  1895.  Of  this  amount  1,356,812  lbs.  of 
Japanese  cotton  were  used.  The  largest  quantity  came  from 
India,  whence  the  importation  of  cotton  into  Japan  is  increasing 
largely,  having  more  than  doubled  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year  in  amount  about  130,000,000  lbs.  China  supplied  over  ^ 
60,000,000  lbs.  and  the  United  States  of  America  24,000,000  lbs. 
French  India  supplied  about  3,000,000  lbs. 

Grey  shirtings  amounted  to  216,527  yards,  as  against  153,082  Cotton 
yards  the  preceding  12  months.  The  trade  in  9-lbs.  was  bad :  manufactures, 
tliese  goods  are  gradually  being  supplanted  by  46  by  48-yard 
cloths.  In  fancy  cottons  the  import  was  treble  that  of  1895. 
Business  for  the  first  six  months  was  good,  but  during  the  latter 
half  of  the  year  clearances  were  so  bad  that  a  loss  was  shown  on 
most  contracts.  Stocks  have  never  before  been  so  large.  The 
same  may  be  said  of  cotton,  Italian,  and  velvets.  Turkey-reds 
were  unfavourably  influenced  by  the  native-dyed  fabrics,  although 
they  show  a  decrease  in  quantity  the  stocks  carried  over  were  very 
heavy.  Altogether  the  result  of  the  year's  trade  in  cotton  manu- 
factures was  most  unfortunate  owing  to  the  commercial  panic 
which  prevailed  during  the  latter  six  months. 
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Cctton  Yarn. 

fcnport  of  A  substantial  increase  took  place  in  the  import  of  this  article, 

cotton  jam  in  the  figures  for  the  two  years  1896-95  being  11,913  tons  and  8,685 
18W'  tons. 

The  chief  expansion  has  been  in  gassed  and  fine  plain  yarns, 
the  import  of  which  has  more  than  doubled.  2/42's  and  2/32's 
have  also  increased.  38/42*8  alone  have  decreased.  At  the  same 
time  business  proved  unremunerative  owing  to  the  failure  of  the 
native  dealers  to  observe  their  contracts  and  remove  their  purchases 
from  importer's  warehouses.  Stocks  at  the  end  of  the  year  were 
unprecedentedly  heavy  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  most  of  the  goods 
were  sold  "  to  arrive." 
Woollen  The  value  of  the  woollen  manufactures  imported  during  1896 

mannfrcturea  amounted  to  777,503/.  more  than  in  1S95.  Blankets  increased 
greatly,  flannels  and  mousseline  de  laine  almost  doubled,  while 
Italian  cloth  grew  threefold.  The  stock  of  blankets  carried  for- 
ward was  not  excessive.  The  Japanese  largely  imported  these 
goods  direct  for  Government  use.  Wool  has  decreased  slightly, 
but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  quantity  imported  in  1895 
was  nearly  double  that  in  1894.  The  market  was,  however,  par- 
ticularly unfavourable  for  woollens.  Stocks  have  accumulated 
and  have  in  many  cases  to  be  carried  over  till  next  season.  The 
consequence  is  that  very  few  fresh  orders  are  going  forward  this 
year.  The  steady  growth  of  the  woollen  industry  in  Japan  will 
also  lead  to  a  diminution  of  the  exports  from  Europe.  Serges  and 
tweeds  suitable  for  clothing  purposes  are  made  in  Japan,  and  the 
coloured  striped  blankets,  rugs,  and  shawls  of  native  manufacture 
are  gradually  taking  the  place  of  the  foreign  article. 


Metals  and  Machinery. 

Metals  and  With  the  exception  of  tin  all  metals  show  an  increase  over 

machinery.  1895,  more  particularly  iron  rails.  Contract  business  was  not 
without  a  small  margin  of  profit,  but  all  speculative  ventures  must 
have  turned  out  badly.  Prices  have  been  steadily  rising  at  pro- 
ducing centres,  but  excessive  importation  prevented  any  propor- 
tionate response  in  Japan.  When  the  goods  arrived  to  a  bad 
market  the  Japanese  dealer  would  not  hold  by  his  bargain,  but 
left  the  importer  with  the  goods  on  his  hands  for  indefinite  periods. 
Pig  and  bar-iron  amounted  to  15  per  cent,  plate  and  sheet  to  41 
per  cent.,  and  nails  to  20  per  cent,  more  than  in  1895,  while  rails 
more  than  doubled. 
American  Owing  to  the  financial  depression  in  America,  that  country  has 

competition,  made  its  appearance  as  a  serious  competitor  with  Europe  in  the 
supply  of  machinery,  rails,  nails,  and  pig-iron.  The  dulness  of 
trade  at  home  caused  manufacturers  to  seek  an  outlet  for  their 
goods  abroad,  and  a  bid  has  been  made  for  the  Japan  market  It 
has  been  stated  that  American  nails  sold  largely  in  Japan  about 
the  end  of  the  year  were  quoted  at  50  per  cent  below  prices  cur- 
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rent  in  tlie  United  States,  and  altogether  defied  the  competition  of 
the  German  makers  who  hitherto  held  the  trade. 

In  the  iron  trade  the  principal  feature  was  the  competition  of 
American  rails,  of  which  some  30,000  tons  were  sold  at  lower 
prices  than  British  makers  were  willing  to  accept. 

There  appears  to  be  a  probability  that  American  locomotive 
builders  will  secure  a  greater  number  of  orders  during  the  coming 
year.  This  is  mainly  due  to  the  fact  that  British  makers  are  not 
always  able  to  supply  Japan's  requirements  within  the  time 
specified.  If  British  makers  were  able  to  supply  them  fast  enough, 
it  is  practically  certain  that  orders  which  have  been  given  to 
America  would  have  gone  to  Great  Britain.  Owing  to  the  exertion 
of  representatives  of  British  firms  out  here  the  list  of  approved 
British  locomotive  makers  to  the  Government  has  been  increased 
from  6  to  9,  but  even  that  does  not  appear  to  enable  Great  Britain 
to  compete  with  the  United  States  in  time  of  delivery.  If  British 
makers  are  not  really  so  full  of  work  as  is  reported  here  and  are 
in  a  position  to  effect  quick  deliveries,  they  should  lose  no  time  in 
publishing  the  fact,  the  great  extension  now  being  made  on  the 
Government  lines  together  with  the  rapid  formation  of  new 
private  railway  companies  will  create  a  demand  for  a  large 
number  of  locomotives  within  a  comparatively  short  space  of 
time. 

To  show  how  eager  the  American  makers  are  to  cultivate  Japan 
it  may  be  stated  that  one  of  the  leading  American  locomotive 
builders,  who  has  a  representative  here  working  solely  in  his 
interests,  has  recently  sent  out  a  mechanical  engineer  to  render 
assistance  in  erecting  the  locomotives  supplied. 

A  hint  that  might  be  useful  to  British  manufacturers  is  that 
in  sending  catalogues  out  to  this  country,  the  approximate  prices 
of  goods  should  invariably  be  given.  Without  prices,  catalogues 
are  so  much  waste  paper.  Government  officials,  in  making  up 
specifications,  are  bound  to  give  some  approximate  prices  in  order 
to  obtain  a  vote  for  the  amount,  and  unless  prices  are  specified 
time  is  lost  in  communicating  home  on  the  subject. 

Doubts  are  expressed  as  to  the  permanence  of  American 
•competition  in  machinery,  rails,  nails,  and  pig-iron.  It  is  certain 
that  the  prices  realised  have  in  many  cases  been  under  cost,  but  it 
must  be  remembered  that  the  American  manufactures  have  had  to 
contend  against  the  strong  prejudice  which  exists  in  favour  of 
European  and  especially  British  goods.  This  they  have 
•endeavoured  to  break  down  by  sheer  force  of  cheapness,  and 
some  of  their  prices  have  been  reduced  far  below  what  was 
necessary  to  effect  the  purpose. 

Several  points  in  the  new  competition  are  worthy  of  con- 
sideration. There  is  the  remarkable  co-operation  of  the  railway 
and  steamship  companies  which  assist  makers  by  liberal  rebates, 
recouping  themselves  out  of  the  high  charges  of  the  home  market, 
and  by  facilities  similar  to  those  enjoyed  by  Germans,  but  which 
are  not  obtainable  in  England. 

It  is  possible  for  an  American  manufacturer  in  almost  any 
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city  in  the  United  States  to  obtain  a  through  rate  of  freight  and 
bill  of  lading.  In  this  way  mattefs  are  much  simplified,  as  there 
is  only  one  ascertained  charge  to  consider ;  whereas  in  purchasing 
goods  in  England,  there  are  the  items  of  railway  carriage,  dock 
dues,  sundry  charges  besides  steamer  freight.  This  is  a  valuable 
privilege,  but  in  addition  such  low  rates  are  quoted  for  large 
quantities  that  goods  are  actually  conveyed  two-thirds  of  the 
way  across  the  Continent,  and  thence  to  Japan  by  steamer 
for  less  money  than  by  the  sea  route  from  Liverpool  or 
Glasgow. 

American  makers  have  also,  as  a  rule,  adopted  the  practice  of 
quoting  for  their  goods  "  packed  f.o.b.,  New  York,"  whereas  the 
British  prices  are  almost  always  subject  to  the  addition  of  packing 
charges,  which  can  rarely  be  estimated  as  closely  as  competition 
demands,  and  are  consequently  very  unsatisfactory  as  far  as  the 
buyer  is  concerned. 

Spinning  The  importation  of  all  kinds  of  machinery  was  greater  than 

machineiy.  during  the  previous  year,  but  the  most  noticeable  increase  took 
place  in  spinning  machinery,  to  the  extent  of  about  60  per  cent. 
The  figures  are  207,395/.-327,289/.,and  indicate  the  rapid  develop- 
ment of  the  spinning  industry. 

Sogtr.  In  the  import  of  sugar  an  increase  of  about  6,400   tons  is 

observable.  One  point  worthy  of  mention  is  the  increasing  im- 
portation of  beet  sugar  from  Germany,  a  trade  fostered  by  the 
'bounties  on  export.  Upwards  of  6,000  tons  passed  through  the 
Yokohama  custom-house  alone.  But  this  increase  of  beet  sugar 
has  had  comparatively  little  effect  on  the  other  kinds  of  sugar 
/  imported,  which  denotes  an  increasing  consumption  in  the 
J  country.  Formosan  sugar  came  in  in  considerable  quantities,  and 
markets  at  first  ruled  higher  than  usual  owing  to  the  higher  co6t 
in  Formosa,  but  with  the  accumulation  of  stocks  and  heavy 
arrivals  of  Manila  sugar  in  October,  prices  for  Fakas  sugar  fell  to 
under  4  dol.,  at  which  price  the  balance  of  stocks  was  cleared  out 
late  in  the  year.  The  whole  of  the  sugar  sent  here  from  Formosa 
arrives  during  March-August,  so  that  it  is  necessary  to  hold  over 
a  large  proportion  during  the  hot  weather,  when  the  loss  in  weight 
amounts  to  from  7£  to  12J-  per  cent.  During  the  post  season  a 
certain  proportion  of  the  Formosan  crop  came  here  under 
direct  orders  of  Japanese  from  German  and  British  firms  in 
Formosa. 

Kerosene  oil.  ^ne  na^ve  production  in  the  province  of  Echigo  shows  an 

increase  during  the  current  year,  although  not  so  large  as  was  at 
one  time  anticipated.  Proper  machineiy  for  boring  the  wells  has 
been  imported  from  America,  and  the  result  is  said  to  be  very 
favourable,  as  in  some  instances  the  output  has  considerably 
increased.  The  consumption  of  oil  in  this  couutry  is,  however, 
becoming  greater  year  by  year,  and,  although  imports  were  larger 
than  in  1895,  sales  were  also  greater,  and  the  year  closed  writh  a 
comparatively  small  stock  at  the  treaty  ports.  The  demand  for 
this  article  wTill  be  almost  certain  to  increase  with  the  growing 
spending  power  of  the  population.     The  average  prices  tor  the 
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year  under  review  were  less  than  the  preceding  one;  viz.,  about 
25  sen  per  ease,  which  was  due  to  a  fall  in  prices  in  America  and 
Russia. 

Several  important   shipping    developments  have  taken  place  Shipping, 
during  the  year.     The  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  has  opened  lines  to   .7 
Europe,  Australia,  and  the  United  States.     The  steamers  formerly 
employed  in  the  coasting  traffic  and  in  transport  service,  with 
several  chartered  boats,  have  been  used  for  these  services,  but  the 
company  has  ordered  12  new  vessels  of  the  most  modern  type, 
with  large  carrying  capacity  and  steaming  17  knots.     All  these- 
ships  will  be  delivered  during  1897.     The  opening  of  new  lines  aa 
well  as  the  increased  trade  resulting  from  the  addition  of  Formosa   / 
to  the  Empire,  has  absorbed  most  of  the  increment  of  tonnageV 
recently  acquired,    and    thereby  prevented    any  serious    cutting 
of    freights   or   interference    with   the   local    coasting    trade    of 
Japan. 

The  first  sailing  of  the  European  line  in  March  resulted  in  a 
reduction  of  freights  to  London  from  35s.  to  22*.  6<£,  but 
eventually  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  joined  the  London  confer- 
ence on  condition  that  the  privilege  of  quoting  5  per  cent,  was  / 
conceded.  Since  then  freights  have  remained  steady  at  32s.  for 
English  lines  and  30*.  Gd.  for  the  Japanese  line. 

The  company  has  been  so  successful  in  obtaining  cargoes  that  it 
is  rumoured  they  have  decided  to  make  the  service  a  fortnightly  one. 
This  appears  unlikely,  as  it  is  calculated  that  the  company  incurs 
a  loss  of  over  3,000,000  doL  (yen)  per  annum  on  account  of  the 
European  and  American  services.  Should  they  do  so,  with  the 
high  speed  it  is  proposed  to  maintain,  the  advantage  of  5  per  cent, 
may  divert  a  large  amount  of  cargo  from  English  lines.  English 
trade  may  be  benefited  by  such  a  reduction,  as  the  freights  to 
London  during  past  seasons  have  been  kept  at  a  high  level  by  the 
conference,  which  has  given  an  advantage  to  German  ports  to 
which  rates  were  much  lower. 

The  lines  to  Australia  and  the  United  States  have  only 
recently  been  established,  and  it  is  too  early  to  give  an  opinion  as 
to  their  prospects,  but  the  former  will  undoubtedly  break  the 
monopoly  which  has  so  loug  controlled  rates  to  Australia, 

The  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  had  at  the  end  of  September,  189G,  J 
Go  steamers,  with  an  aggregate  displacement  of  126,579  tons, 
having  within  the  last  three  years  added  18  steamers  or  62,421 
tons.  The  company,  with  the  approval  of  the  shareholders, 
increased  its  capital  from  8,800,000  yen  to  22,000,000  yen  in 
June,  1896. 

The  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha  has  been  formed,  with  a  capital  of 
7,500,000  yen,  for  the  establishment  of  a  line  across  the  Pacific, 
and  three  vessels  have  been  ordered  for  that  route.  This  com- 
pany has  the  intention  Of  purchasing  tank  steamers  for  the 
kerosene  oil  trade  between  Baton m  and  Japan. 

Speaking  generally  the  freights  on  outward  cargo  were  main- 
tained at  a  fairly  equal  level  throughout  the  year,  but  for  home- 
ward business  a  considerable  decline  took  place.     Eates  across  the 
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Pacific  were  low,  which  was  principally  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
quantity  of  cargo  going  forward  was  less  than  the  previous  year. 
The  continuous  increase  in  the  number  of  steamers  trading  with 
the  Pacific  coast  is  another  cause  for  remark,  but  the  most  im- 
y  portant  feature  of  this  trade  is  the  large  amount  of  cargo  now 
brought  to  Japan  by  these  vessels.  Formerly  steamers  came  back 
almost  empty,  but  full  cargoes  are  now  the  rule,  the  former  con- 
dition of  affairs  when  ships  arrived  with  indifferent  freights  and 
carried  away  good  cargoes  being  reversed.  There  are  several 
reasons  for  this.  Both  steamers  and  railroads  are  willing  to  accept 
very  low  freights ;  the  diminution  in  the  supply  of  timber  within 
easy  reach  of  the  lines  of  communication  and  the  generally 
enhanced  cost  of  labour  have  so  raised  the  prices  of  timber  in 
Japan  that  it  is  possible  to  import  with  advantage  from  America 
for  the  supply  of  towns  on  the  coast;  and  the  American 
export  trade  has  largely  developed  as  mentioned  in  another 
paragraph. 

The  P.  and  0.  Co.  have  extended  during  the  year  their  line  of 
"  Intermediate  "  steamships,  which  consists  of  a  number  of  high 
class  cargo  boats  with  good  accommodation  for  a  limited  number 
of  passengers.  As  the  ships  go.  through  to  London  without  change 
and  make  fairly  quick  passages,  they  are  well  patronised. 

The  "  Rickmers  "  line  (German)  has  also  been  established  to 
ply  between  English,  German,  and  Japanese  ports,  making  a 
monthly  trip.  It  may  be  noted  that  German  lines  have  a  good 
reputation. for  speed  and  regularity.  It  should  also  be  mentioned 
that  the  rates  of  freight  from  Hamburg  and  Antwerp  are  always 
lower  than  from  English  ports. 

The  total  tonnage  of  the  Japanese  Mercantile  Marine  at  the 
/  end  of  the  year  was  (approximately)  360,000  steam,  27,500  sail, 
♦consisting  of — 

Steambr& 


Number 

of  V easels. 

TTnder  50  tons.  •         • 

62 

Above     50  and  under 

100  tons  . . 

[ 

86 

100        „ 

300    „     .. 

, 

63 

300        „ 

500    „     .. 

,  m 

64 

500 

1,000    „     .. 

, 

46 

1,000 

2,000    „     .. 

. 

67 

2,000        „ 

8,000    „     .. 

, 

48 

8,000        „ 

4,000    „     .. 

»• 

14 

4,000  tons 

3 
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Sailing  Vessels. 


.. 

,, 

Number 
of  Teasels. 

Under  100  tons 

Orer  100  and  under  800  tons 

300       „          500    „ 

500  tons  •  • 

68 
82 
16 

7 

So  far  the  law  for  the  encouragement  of  navigation  has  been  Law  for  the 
practically   inoperative.      Application  was   made   on  behalf    ofencoar*sc" 
several   vessels   for  subsidies   under  the  terms   of  the  law,  but  legation, 
up  till  the   end  of  the  year  no    steamer  was    passed    by    the 
Government  surveyors   who    construed  the  text  of  the  Statute 
with  all  possible  strictness.     At  present  (April,  1897 J  only  one 
steamer,  the  "  Kiushiu  Maru,"  late  ss.  "  Kintuck,"  has  obtained  a 
subsidy,  but  only  after  the  expenditure  of  large  sums   by    the 
owners  in  bringing  her  up  to  the  required  high  standard.     Th*», 
"  Kanagawa  Maru,"  a  fine  new  vessel  built  in  Glasgow,  of  which 
the  plans  had  previously  been  submitted  to  the  surveyors,  failed  to 
satisfy  the  tests  applied. 

Exports. 

A  falling  off  in  the  export  trade  of  about  15  per  cent  was  Exports, 
experienced.     This  was  due  to  the  smaller  business  done  in  the     \/ 
two  staple  articles  of  export,  silk  and  tea,  which  together  show  a 
decrease  of  nearly  2,300,000/.     Miscellaneous  exports  show  an 
increase  of  over  500,000/.  sterling. 

This  the  chief  staple  of  export  amounted  to  5,225,325  lbs.,  valued  Raw  Bilk, 
at  3,123,316/.,  as  against  7,746,728  lbs.,  valued  at  5,185,728/., 
for  the  previous  year — a  difference  of  about  60  per  cent.  In  order 
to  account  for  this  large  deficit,  it  is  necessary  to  remark  that  the 
silk  trade  of  1895  was  exceptionally  good  in  all  consuming 
centres,  and  that  the  average  price  ruling  in  Japan  throughout 
the  year  was  824  dol.  (silver),  whilst  the  average  for  the  past  year 
was  only  748  dol.  (silver)  per  picul  (133£  lbs.).  Both  years 
started  on  an  almost  equal  footing  in  regard  to  the  stocks  on  hand, 
the  slightest  preponderance  being  with  the  year  just  ended. 
America,  the  chief  consumer  of  Japan  raw  silk,  had  in  1895 
taken  the  large  quantity  of  1,972  tons  at  the  high  prices  before 
mentioned;  and  this  appears  to  have  been  more  than  ample  for  re- 
quirements, seeing  that  during  1896  only  1,041  tons,  or  little  more 
than  half  that  quantity,  went  forward  to  New  York.  The  agitation 
caused  by  the  currency  question  in  the  United  States,  and  the 
unsettled  state  of  finances  in  that  country,  brought  about  an  almost 
complete  cessation  of  business  in  the  staple  under  review  during 
the  first  half  of  the  year.  The  new  season  in  Japan,  which  com- 
mences on  July  1,  opened  under  very  unfavourable  circumstances. 
Climatic  influences  were  very  much  against  the  successful  rearing 
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of  the  silkworm,  the  months  of  May  and  June  being  unusually 
rainy.  Some  time  before  the  crop  was  harvested  it  was  evident 
to  close  observers  that  it  would  be  very  short  of  the  previous 
year's  yield :  probably  to  the  extent  of  20  per  cent. 

Foreign  experts  were  further  made  uneasy  by  the  receipt  of 
reports  from  many  of  the  chief  silk  districts  to  the  effect  that  the 
silkworms  were  dying  off  before  completing  the  spinning  of  the 
cocoon.  The  fear  then  arose  that  the  dread  disease  of  "  pebrine," 
(which  played  such  havoc  with  the  silk  of  Italy  some  40  years 
ago)  had  found  its  way  into  the  country.  It  would  indeed  appear 
from  expert  enquiry  recently  instituted,  that  the  Government 
officials  were  aware  that  this  disease  had  actually,  to  a  slight 
extent,  existed  in  the  country  for  some  years  past.  But  the 
developments  of  the  past  season  have  so  alarmed  the  authorities 
that  a  Bill  has  been  passed  by  the  Diet  enforcing  strict  examina- 
tion of  all  silkworm  eggs,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  or  not 
they  are  free  from  disease.  The  coming  season  in  June,  1897,  will 
be  watched  with  great  interest  by  all  those  engaged  in  the  silk 
-  trade  throughout  the  world.  The  poor  crop  of  1896  caused 
Japanese  spinners  and  dealers  to  purchase  recklessly  cocoons  at 
very  high  prices,  regardless  of  the  crops  in  Italy,  France,  and  the 
Levant.  The  outcome  has  been  that  during  the  latter  half  of 
1896  they  have  been  unable  to  market  their  stocks,  being  under- 
sold by  the  cheaper  silks  of  Europe.  The  year  closed  most  disas- 
trously for  all  concerned  in  the  trade.  In  the  export  to  Europe 
the  falling-off  has  not  been  so  marked. 

One  of  the  chief  causes  of  complaint  regarding  Japanese  raw  silk 
is  in  the  colour.  Silks  from  the  province  of  Shinshu,  which  were 
formerly  noted  for  their  brilliant  white  colour,  have  greatly 
changed  for  the  worse  in  this  respect.  Perhaps  the  reason  may 
be  found  in  the  largely  increased  number  of  silk  filatures 
established  in  the  province,  where  the  supply  of  cocoons  is 
inadequate  to  meet  the  increased  demand,  the  result  being  that 
purchases  have  to  be  made  further  afield  in  the  districts  where 
the  quality  of  cocoon  is  inferior.  It  may,  on  the  other  hand,  be 
perchance  that  the  disease  of  the  silkworm  referred  to  causes  a 
discolouration  of  the  cocoon,  with  resulting  inferior  silk. 

Fluctuations  in  prices  were  very  trivial  during  the  latter  half 
of  the  year,  the  greatest  depreciation  being  between  January  and 
May,  when  prices  of  silk  suitable  for  the  American  market  fell 
175  dol.  (silver)  per  133$  lbs. 

A  Bill  has  passed  the  Diet  (March,  1897)  providing  for  the 
payment  of  a  bounty  to  Japanese  merchants  on  all  raw  silk 
exported  direct,  that  is,  without  passing  through  the  hands  of  the 
foreign  merchants,  to  whose  exertions  the  silk  export  trade  owes 
its  existence. 
Tea  The  tea  crop  last  year  was  a  good   one  ;  much  better  than 

usual,  especially  as  regards  the  make  of  the  leaf.  The  average 
price  has  been  about  15  per  cent,  less  than  in  1895.  During  the 
early  months  of  the  year  trade  in  the  home  markets  was  very 
dull,  but  after  the   United   States  presidential  election  quite  a 
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"  boom  "    ensued,    and    a    large    and    profitable    business    was 
transacted. 

Japanese  merchants  are  beginning  to  be  very  anxious  as  to 
the  consequences  of  the  competition  they  are  subjected  to  by 
Indian  teas.  Hitherto  they  have  done  little,  if  any,  harm  to 
Japan,  either  in  the  United  States  or  Canada,  although  strong 
efforts  have  been  made  to  introduce  them,  and  large  sums  of 
money  spent  in  advertising.  Japan  teas  are  popular  in  America, 
light  drawing  teas  being  in  greatest  request  there.  The  export, 
which  was  much  less  than  the  previous  year,  amounted  to 
44,321,963  lbs.,  valued  at  690,336/.  The  falling-off  is  due  to  the 
same  causes  which  affected  the  raw  silk  trade,  in  a  slight  degree 
to  the  competition  of  Indian  teas  above  mentioned,  and  partly 
to  carelessness  of  preparation  and  inferior  quality  in  certain 
instances. 

The  Japanese  Government  are  alive  to  the  importance  of  pre- 
serving the  tea  market,  and  have  recently  had  under  consideration 
a  suggestion  that  70,000  dol.  should  be  devoted  to  the  encourage- 
ment of  tea  export.  The  Japanese  are  endeavouring  to  open  up 
a  market  in  Russia  for  their  teas,  but  so  far  without  marked 
success. 

The  year  1896  was  a  bad  one  for  exporters  of  rice.  Prices  Rioe. 
were  kept  up  by  native  demand  springing  from  a  shortage  in  the 
crop,  which,  as  mentioned  elsewhere,  was  10  per  cent,  less  than 
that  of  1.895.  Judging  from  the  fact  of  the  increased  earning 
power  of  the  people  generally,  the  chances  are  that  the  quantity 
of  grain  available  for  export  is  likely  to  be  smaller  each  season. 
The  Japanese  naturally  prefer  their  own  cereal,  and  will  consume 
no  other  as  long  as  their  resources  suffice.  Beyond  dispute  the 
consumption  in  the  country  has  very  greatly  increased. 

The  export  of  coal  has  expanded,  showing  an  increase  of  Coal, 
over  300,000  tons,  but  values  for  this  article  also  show  consider- 
able advance.  This  advance  is  due  to  increased  native  consump- 
tion for  use  in  factories,  on  railways,  &c.  The  demand  for  export 
has  also  grown  considerably,  and  prices,  in  consequence  of  these 
two  factors,  have  increased  some  25  per  cent. 

Straw  braid  (or  straw  plaits)  is  one  of  the  articles  of  export  Straw  braid, 
which  has  lately  shown  a  sudden  development.  In  1892  the 
amount  exported  was  valued  at  16,810/.  (155,162  yen) ;  in  1895 
at  150,326/.  (1,387,643  yen);  and  in  1896  at  242,055/.  (2,234,353 
yen).  The  braid  is  chiefly  made  at  Kasaoka,  Bitchu,  Oita,  and  a 
few  other  places.  Great  efforts  are  being  made  on  the  part  of 
manufacturers  and  makers  to  push  the  sale  abroad. 

The  export  of  matting  was  checked  owing  to  shoddy  manu-  Matting, 
facture,  the  result  being  a  decrease  in  value  of  over  50,000/.     The 
inferior  goods  sent  to  foreign  countries  have  to  a  great  extent 
injured  the  reputation  of  Japanese  matting. 

The  quantity  of  matches   exported  is  gradually    increasing.  Matches. 
They  are,  however,  of  very  inferior  quality,  and  cheapness  is  their 
-sole  recommendation. 

The  tidal  wave  in  summer  did  tremendous  damage  to  the  pro-  Piah  oil. 
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Cotton  yarn. 


y 


duction  of  fish  oil,  about  3,000  tons  being  destroyed  by  it.  The 
amount  exported  was  about  half  of  the  previous  year's  figures. 

By  the  middle  of  December  a  very  good  winter's  catch  was 
reported. 

The  export  trade  in  cotton  yarn,  which  only  took  its  rise  a 
few  years  ago,  is  advancing  rapidly,  assisted  by  the  abolition  of 
import  duty  on  raw  cotton.  Last  year,  7,723  tons,  valued  at 
436,522/.,  of  export,  compared  with  2,103  tons,  valued  at  112,068/., 
th€  preceding  year.  China  takes  the  bulk  of  this  yarn,  and  Japan 
is  endeavouring  to  supplant  Indian  yarn  in  her  markets. 

Export  business  during  the  year  was  on  the  same  level  as 
regards  quantity,  but  showed  an  advance  in  prices.  The  principal 
destination  of  the  metal  was  England  and  the  continent  of 
Europe. 

Silk  handkerchiefs  and  piece-goods  fell  off  to  the  extent  of 

handkerchiefs  over  300,000/.,  owing  to  the  same  causes  which  so  disastrously 

and  piece-       affected  the  raw  silk  export.     The  trade  in  fancy  piece-goods,  such 

as  kaiki  and  brocades,  has  been  ruined,  apparently  beyond  remedy, 

by  deliveries  of  inferior  qualities  in  past  seasons. 

The  export  trade  in  clocks  at  one  time  promised  substantial 
extension  in  the  Chinese  market,  but  several  of  the  late  shipments 
were  returned  owing  to  defects,  which  arose  from  the  irregular 
work  of  the  native-made  machines.  Japanese  manufacturers  are 
beginning  to  realise  the  utility  of  purchasing  foreign-made 
machinery,  instead  of  the  imitations  which  have  been  so  much 
patronised  since  the  recent  boom  in  industrial  development. 

Great  activity  has  been  manifested  in  the  field  of  industrial 
and  commercial  undertaking  since  the  war.  The  following  figures 
show  the  capital  invested  in  new  enterprises  during  the  past  two 
years : — 


Copper. 


Silk 


goods. 


Clocks. 


Industrie?, 
Ac. 


% 

Am< 
1895. 

)ant. 

1896. 

Railways 

Banks          

Companies 

Dollars. 

229,780,290 

89,220,000 

70,840,000 

Dollars. 
553,230,000 
122,405,000 
264,014,600 

Total           

839,840,290 

939,649,500 

Joint-stock  The  number  of  joint  stock  companies  in  existence  at  the  end 

companies.  0f  December  was  1,729,  with  capital  to  the  amount  of 
270,916,797  yen.  The  month  of  greatest  activity  during  1896 
was  January;  December  being  the  most  quiet.  Many  of  the 
companies  no  doubt  were  started  on  a  purely  speculative  basis, 
and  numbers  of  them  were  abandoned  before  long.  Among  many 
one  company  mentioned  in  the  Trade  Eeport  for  the  first  six 
months  of  the  past  year,  the  "  Conscription  Insurance  Joint  Stock 
Company ,"  whose  object  was  to  guarantee  support  to  the  families 
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of  insurers  drawn  for  conscription,  being  unable  to  raise  the  pro- 
posed capital,  first  reduced  the  sum  to  be  subscribed  by  half,  and 
then,  failing  to  secure  popular  favour,  the  project  was  abandoned. 

A  grant  in  aid  of  468,000  yen  per  annum  for  10  years  from  Q*** 
1901  (the  total  cost  is  estimated  at  14,500,000  yen)  for  the  con-  co^t™tioiru. 
struction  of  a  harbour  at  Osaka  was  passed  in  the  last  session  of 
the  Diet. 

The  question  of  constructing  a  harbour  at  T^kio  is  at  present 
under  consideration. 

At  Yokohama  ironworks  and  four  new  docks  are  projected.  Dock*. 
Only  two  of  the  docks  have  as  yet  been  commenced,  and  the 
dimensions  of  the  other  two  are  not  yet  fixed.  One  of  the  docks 
is  expected  to  be  completed  and  ready  for  the  reception  of  ships 
shortly.  The  other  will  probably  be  finished  in  December,  1898. 
The  Kawasaki  Shipbuilding  and  Engineering  Yard  at  Kobe  has 
begun  the  construction  of  a  new  dock  440  feet  long,  100  feet  wide, 
and  37  feet  deep.  The  work  of  increasing  the  customs  accommo- 
dation at  Kobe,  which  was  a  most  urgent  necessity  in  view  of  the 
expanding  trade  of  the  port,  is  now  being  undertaken. 

During  1896  the  cotton  spinning  companies  belonging  to  the  Cotton 
United  Guild  of  Spinners  produced  165,866,084  lbs.  of  yarn,  as8Piiminjr' 
compared  with  150,000,000  lbs.,  the  previous  year's  production. 
The  number  of  spindles  at  the  close  of  the  year  amounted  to  about 
1,300,000.  Eaw  cotton  to  the  extent  of  206,553,321  lbs.  was 
consumed,  and  of  that  quantity  1,356,812  lbs.  were  Japanese.  An 
increase  took  place  in  consumption  of  cotton  of  22,351,964  lbs., 
compared  with  1895. 

The   subjoined  list  shows  the   condition  during  the  last  six 
months  of  1896  of  22  of  the  principal  spinning  companies :— 


Spinning  Factories. 

Number 
of 

Number  of  Employes. 

Dally  Wages. 

Profit 

Spindle. 

Spindles. 

Men. 

Women. 

Men.           Women. 

Sen.              Sen. 

Setteu 

35,328 

660 

1,673 

70  to  21    .    25  to    7 

5-71 

Hirano       .«. 

27,648 

403 

1,034 

B0         4 

18          3 

5-48 

Tokio 

24,052 

368 

1,200 

100       10 

40          6 

6*43 

8akai         

16,128 

186 

750 

55         6    ,    21          5 

1-48 

Mlye...       _ 

56,784 

985 

3,401 

60          9         25          8 

4%n 

Shimofruke 

5.186 

91 

218 

45          9          18          6 

3 '04 

Fukuyama 

10,752 

147 

3b8 

23J»                I4J* 

3*8  J 

Owart 

80,244 

375 

1,558 

40          6 

26         3| 

2-37 

Kurume      

10,152 

167 

560 

1»A* 

14|» 

2-88 

Koriyama  «. 

10,868 

186 

723 

50          6 

25         5 

3-77 

Kanegafuchi 

82,818 

657 

2,210 

... 

... 

1-78 

Amagaaakl 

30,632 

423 

798 

45          6 

23          6 

2*41 

Hlmejl        ...       „ 

4,128 

110 

153 

85          3 

16          3 

4-51 

Kurashlki  ... 

15,308 

295 

1,455 

... 

... 

4*11 

Osaka         ...       ... 

56,874 

940 

°  948 

61          5 

22         5 

3*03 

8ensbn       ... 

19,264 

263 

^736 

40        15 

SO        10 

2*94 

Naniwa      ... 

21,921 

450 

1,560 

40        10 

80         7 

1-77 

Okayama    

25,688 

2,4<m 

... 

26» 

!•• 

1*53 

Tamaihima 

14,012 

718 

555 

... 

... 

2*22 

Wakayama 

11.020 

209 

619 

29        24 

21        13 

4-27 

Uwajima    

4,128 

84 

802 

30          If 

... 

8-76 

ftfflke         

19,835 

307 

1,090 

50          4 

30         3 

3*66 

•  Arerage. 


t  Men  and  women. 


The  average  profit  per  spindle  was  about  3  dol.,  not  much  lower 
than  that  for  the  first  six  months,  in  spite  of  trade  depression. 
(2413)  b 
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industry. 


Rates  of  wages  are  vising,  and  in  some  of  the  mills  it  was  a 
matter  of  difficulty  to  obtain  a  sufficiency  of  labour.  The  price 
of  coal  also  rose  some  10  per  cent,  while  yarn  sold  at  91  doL  40  c. 
per  bale,  as  compared  with  93  dol.  20  c. 

The  weaving  industry  continues  to  show  signs  of  expansion. 
The  total  number  of  weaving  establishments  in  1896  was  660,408, 
with  looms  to  the  number  of  949,123  giving  employment 
to  1,042,866  weavers,  of  whom  57,850  were  male,  and  985,016 
female.     The  value  of  the  products  was  : — 


Value. 


Yen. 

Silk  textiles 46,471,401 

Siik  and  cotton  mixture       ,  10,281 ,272 

Coiton  fabrics 37,083,757 

Hemp  manufactures 2,011,467 

Other  manufactures 339,388 

Total 96,187,^35 

Equivalent  in  sterling           . .  (about)  10,000,000/. 


^Railways. 


General 
remarks. 


According  to  the  latest  published  statistics  2,681  miles  of 
private,  and  792  miles  of  Government  railway  lines  laid  down,  of 
which  1,697  private,  and  593  Government  lines  were  open  to 
traffic.  In  1895,  1,538  miles  of  private,  and  581  miles  of 
Government  railway  were  open  to  traffic,  so  that  we  observe  an 
increase  of  171  miles  in  all 

During  the  first  three  or  four  months  of  the  year  the  demand 
for  commodities  which  sprang  up  after  the  war  was  sustained,  and 
business  was  conducted  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  The  inevitable 
reaction,  however,  was  accelerated  by  the  results  of  the  disastrous 
tidal  wave  and  terrific  floods  which  prevailed  in  the  summer  and 
autumn  of  the  year.  Heavy  damage  was  inflicted  in  many  cities 
and  villages  throughout  the  Empire.  Widespread  disorganisation 
of  traffic  ensued,  and  the  rice  crop  experienced  serious  diminution, 
being  about  10  per  cent,  less  than  that  of  the  previous  year, 
and  the  worst  since  1889.  The  native  banks  withdrew  the  financial 
facilities  they  had  hitherto  extended  to  Japanese  customers,  which 
resulted  in  several  failures,  and  contracted  business  generally. 
The  consequent  tightness  of  the  money  market  caused  the 
abandonment  of  many  joint  slock  companies  and  industrial  enter- 
prises. In  some  cases  where  machinery  had  been  ordered  from 
Europe  the  contractors  are  even  now  experiencing  difficulty  in 
obtaining  final  payment  from  the  merchants  who  placed  the  order. 

Owing  to  change  of  fashion  in  the  United  States  and  collapse 
of  trade  due  to  the  political  situation,  raw  silk  experienced  an 
unparalleled  absence  of  demand  in  the  last  half  of  the  year. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  buying  diminished.  The  revulsion 
is  naturally  not  so  perceptible  at  present  as  contracts  are  given 
out  a  long  while  ahead,  but  by  the  end  of  1897  a  very  sensible 
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diminution  of  general  imports  as  distinguished  from  Government 
requirements  will,  no  doubt,  be  discerned. 

The  rise  in  the  cost  of  labour  has  not  yet  had  time  to 
affect  appreciably  the  volume  of  business  done,  but  it  is 
probably  one  of  the  contributory  causes  to  the  lull  now  being 
experienced. 

In  the  export  trade  the  foreign  buyer  who  desires  to  avoid  Contracts, 
difficulties  must  exercise  unceasing  vigilance  on  all  points  connected 
with  his  contract,  and  even  then  be  prepared  to  allow  a  verjT  liberal 
margin  of  concessions  for  contingencies  as  to  the  quality  and 
delivery.  During  the  past  year  Kobe  trade  in  mattings  and  straw- 
bi aids  has  been  a  fertile  source  of  trouble  in  this  respect. 

The  difficulty  is  one  which  every  branch  of  trade  suffers  from 
in  turn.  As  soon  as  any  article  shows  signs  of  extensive  demand 
from  abroad,  deliveries  are  delayed  and  quality  deteriorates.  If  the 
foreign  purchaser  insists  on  compliance  with  the  contract,  the 
guild  of  dealers  in  the  particular  article  may  boycott  him  and 
obtain  the  assistance  of  other  guilds  to  that  end. 

Under  these  circumstances  each  delivery  against  a  contract 
becomes  a  subject  for  fresh  bargaining,  but  where  prices  have  risen 
to  any  extent  it  is  almost  impossible  to  obtain  compensation  for 
the  differences  without  risking  an  entire  cessation  of  business. 

On  the  other  hand,  some  of  the  State  Departments  go  to  the 
other  extreme  and  impose  the  stipulations  of  contracts  for  Govern- 
ment purposes  with  a  rigidity  which  has  no  other  effect  than  to 
increase  the  risks  and  therefore  the  cost  of  the  articles  required. 
( )f  late  years  the  regulations  have  been  administered  with  increasing 
severity,  and  it  would  be  to  the  interest  of  all  concerned  if  some 
modification  were  introduced. 

The  extension  of  credit  in  Japan  has  largely  increased  in  the  Credit.. 
past  10  years,  but  there  are  not  wanting  signs  that  the  people  do 
not  yet  appreciate  its  value.  Dealers  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
receiving  payment  from  their  country  customers  by  means  of 
promissory  notes  at  90  days  which  were  discounted  by  the 
native  banks.  Early  in  October  the  wholesale  cloth  merchants  of 
Tokio,  finding  themselves  in  trouble  on  account  of  the  rise  in 
interest  and  the  difficulty  of  renewing  their  notes  combined  to 
appeal  to  their  creditors  for  special  consideration,  in  other  words 
to  dictate  their  own  terms.  The  amount  involved  was  something 
over  2,000,000  dol.  and  the  merchants  proposed  that  their  notes 
should  be  extended  for  two  years.  Eventually  a  compromise  was 
arranged,  but  the  banks  took  alarm  at  the  possibilities  revealed 
by  this  incident.  They  realised  that  similar  combinations  might 
be  formed  to  their  detriment,  and  as  a  consequence  have  gradually 
reduced  the  extent  of  their  accommodation  in  this  respecr.  It  is 
this  curtailment  of  credit  which  has  been  largely  responsible  for 
the  dull  trade  of  the  end  of  the  year,  the  native  dealers  being  by 
this  means  reduced  to  a  smaller  scale  of  transactions. 

The  uselessness  of  sending  to  Her  Majesty's  Vice-Consulate  at  Ugeiewness  of 
Tokio  elaborate  catalogues  was  dwelt  upon  by  Mr.  Longford  in  forwariinj? 
last  year's  trade  report.     Opportunities  are  open  to  manufacturers  catalogues* 
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to  bring  their  names  before  the  Japanese  by  means  of  the  following 
journals  which  are  published  in  Japanese.  The  "  Nichi  Yei  Jitsu 
gio  Zasshi,"  journal  of  Japanese  and  English  industry,  which  has 
an  English  representative  resident  in  Tokio,  and  the  "Eikoku 
Shogio  Zasshi,"  a  reproduction  of  the  "  British  Journal  of  Trade." 
Population.  The  population  of  Japan,  according  to  the  last  census,  amounts 

to  42,270,628  souls,  of  whom  21,345,750  are  males  and  20,924,878 
females. 
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Table  1. — Comparative  Table  of  Principal  Imports  to  Japan 
during  the  Years  1896-95. 


Articles. 

Tons 
„          ... 

Ton« 
Yard*       ... 

„           ... 

it          ••• 

,*           ••• 

,, 

Lbi.     ;..' 

Yards       ... 

•t           ••• 

Dozens    ... 

Tons 

Tons 
Lbs. 

Yards       ... 
it           •• 

M 

Tons 

it           ••• 
„           ... 
,,           ... 
»           ••• 

Tons 

Tons 
t,           ... 
,,           ... 

Tons 

1896. 

1896. 

• 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cotton,  raw 

1            t 
93,921     |    3,511,624 

92,352 

£ 
2,585,635 

„      on  the  seeds 

5,289    |         51,087 

... 

... 

Cotton  manufactures- 
Yarn 

Chint&ej     

Drills          

Ducks         

Satins         

Shirtings    ... 

T-cloths      

Threads 

Turkey-reds          

Velvers       

Victoria  lawns      

Miscellaneous  piece-goods 
Handkerchief*      

11,193 

11.853,405 

2,162,073 

816,894 

14,651,520 

65,968,401 

1,76U,706 

253,760 

4,444.636 

4,322,219 

3,77tf.8S6 

2,150,621 

63l,0bl 

1,243,812 

130,501 

34,075 

10,654 

285,570 

560.783 

15.410 

lf,888 

43,212 

109,523 

26,031 

54,224 

44,881 

8,685 
3,785,967 
3,693,018 

4,628,858 
52.042,092 
2,946,918 

6,261,157 
2.209,984 

3,535,028 
385,638 

737,810 
39,983 
64,163 

82J21 
378,612 
26,162 

43"631 
60,684 

43"892 
21,820 

Total    ... 

... 

2.677,563 
109,188 

... 

1,477,868 

Wool,  raw      

1,622 

1,684 

118,482 

Woollen  manufactures- 
Yarn 

Blankets      

Cloth...        ...        

Flannels 

Italian  cloths         

Mouweline  de  laine 
Miscellaneous  piece-good » 

581 
3,I26,00.\ 
2,703,124 
6  608,797 
9,127,177 
87,634,893 

121,939 
211,365 
372,657 
218,448 
»0i,684 
710,736 
46,562 

629 
2,619,273 
2,327,868 
2,716,037 
3,188,8*2 
20,333,183 

99,066 
168,4*3 
825,082 
100,188 

96,014 
878,486 

48,674 

Total     

1,988,890 

80,889 
258,093 
167,777 
146,222 
288,877 
97,489 
71,473 

94,986 
140,068 
43.612 
87,984 
16,014 
27,492 
71,808 

... 

1,210,898 

Metals- 
iron— 

pl*           ~        

Bar          

Nail         ...        

Plate  and  sheet 

Rails        

Tubes  and  pipes 

Wire        

Miscellaneous      manu- 
factured           

Bailway  materials 

Lead...       „.       

Steel 

Tin    ... 

„    plates 

Zinc 

88,726 
50,078 
17,489 
24,753 
64,881 

"8,021 

"3.669 

5,896 

2>7 

"i,030 

86,085 
43,832 
14,456 
17,446 
26,776 

#*8,986 

"i,692 

4,118 

820 

"8,805 

70,188 
217,268 
183,271 
108,207 
96,409 
62,996 
36,266 

17,694 
180,656 
87,388 
62,466 
19,994 
26,169 
66,196 

Total     

... 

1,577,763 

j    1,074,886 

Machinery      and      instru- 
ments— 

Locotnofires  and  railway 
carriages ...       ...       ... 

Machinery 

8team  boilers 

Steamers     ...       

Watches      

Number  ... 
*• 

19 
348,816 

216,992 
678,812 
89,982 
18?,617 
207,536 

86 

188,219 
426,096 

44,994 
442,117 

96,148 

Total     .. 

... 

... 

1,381,939 

... 

1,197,574 

Dyes- 
Aniline  dyes         

Indigo         

Logwood,  extract  of       ... 

Tom 

n 
•i 

766 
568 
974 

124,679 
116.746 
88,221 

478 
264 
576 

71,066 
60,559 
22,796 

Total    ...       ~. 

... 

279,646 

... 

164,410 

Drugs  and  chemicals— 
Ah-ohol 
Bicarbonate  of  soda        «. 

... 

52,660 
13,028 

... 

46,927 
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JAPAN. 


Comparative  Table  of  Principal  Imports  to  Japan  during  the 
Years  1896-95— continued. 


Article*. 

1806. 

!                      1895. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

,     Quantity. 

ValMC 

£ 

£ 

Drags  and  chemicals— con- 

tinued— 

Carbolic  acid         

... 

13,132 

... 

Caustic  soda          

.M 

9,218 

24,375 

Chlorate  of  pota«b 

... 

46,028 

... 

43,652 

Phosphorus  amorphous  ... 

... 

19, 129 

27,169 

Salicylic  acid         

... 

20,490 

29,748 

Total     

174,583 

170,871 

Sugar- 

brown         ...        ...        ... 

Tons 

54,648 

380,690 

6^,593 

441,376 

White          

„ 

79,809 

1,119,032 

77,112 

828.302 

Total     

... 

1,493,722     ! 

1,269.678 

Miscellaneous— 

Benns,  peas,  and  pulse    ... 

Tons 

93.629 

380,081 

72,493 

276,766 

Coal  ...        

.. 

49,523 

56,807 

... 

88.062 

Flax 

5,686 

77,455 

5,29? 

"7.275 

Flour. 

14,311 

109,267 

6,295 

43,067 

Hides           

1,771 

59,027 

1               2,333 

75,39* 

Kerosene  on          

Gallons 

.. 

54,692,886 

692,407 

44,152,414 

448,426 

Leather       

Tons 

1,654 

1*7,956 

,               1.857 

16ur6a7 

Oil-cakes     

„ 

.. 

97,800 

353,253 

... 

Printing  paper      

,, 

.. 

4,475 

79,125 

1 

3\062 

lticc 

,, 

1 10,833 

619,318 

100,315 

4-2.018 

Window  glass       

62,392 

3  '.27 1 

Wino 

... 

4i,U62 

32.794 

UncmiiDcrated      

... 

1,905,592 

... 

2,532,447 

Total 

... 

4,625,392 

'" 

4,266,963 

Gbjlhd  Total. 


Imports,  1896... 
„        189&... 


Value. 

£ 
rB,  776,696 
13,526,710 


5,250,186 


Not*. — Bates  of  exchange,  2s.  t|d,  to  the  yen  for  all  imports  other  than  imports  of  sugar  and 
miscellaneous  eastern  (not  including  British  Indian  and  Australian)  produce,  for  which  the  exchange 
is  2s.  2d.    Corresponding  rate*  for  189*,  2*.  2d.  and  2s.  Id. 
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Table  2. — Comparative  Table  of  Principal  Experts  from  Japan 
during  the  Years  1896-95. 


1896. 


1896. 


Articles. 


Agricultural  products  — 

Bamboo       

Camphor „ 

Tons 

Cotton,  raw          

Gall-nuts 

Ginseng      

Tons 

Mushrooms 

M 

Bice 

„ 

Silk- 

Raw         

Lbs. 

Waste      

<> 

Noshi      

Cocoons  ...        ... 

»> 

Tea 

i     •* 

Timber        

... 

Tobacco,  leaf 

:  Lbs.*" 

Wax,  vegetable    

»» 

Total 

! 

Net  decrease 

- 

Manufactured  products — 

Bamboo  ware        

Brass         „          

Bronze        ,          

i       *** 

Copper      ,,          

Fans 

Number 

Flour          

1  Tons 

Glassware 

... 

Ironware    

Ivory          

.Unnkisbas 

Number 

Lacquered  ware    

Matches      

Grots' 

Matting      

... 

Menthol  crystal    

Paper          

... 

,,     lanterns      

Number 

„     ware 

... 

Peppermint  oil      

... 

Porcelain   and    earthen- 

ware          

... 

Sake  (rice  beer)    ... 

Screens        

Number 

Straw  plaits           

Bundles 

Textile  fabrics — 

Carpets,  hemp  or  cotton 

Number 

Coiton — 

Flannels         

Pieces 

I'iece-gooda    

t      " 

Undershirts 

1  Dozens 

Silk  — 

Piece-goods 

Pieces 

Handkerchiefs 

1  Dozens 

Other  manufactures  .. 

Umbrellas  (European)    ... 

Number 

Wooden  ware         

Yarn  cotton           

Tons 

Total           

Mining  products— 

1 

Amimony 

Tons 

Coal 

>i 

Copper         

Manganese 

M 

Sulphur      

»» 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

JK 

£ 

... 

35,208 

30,673 

963 

121,248 

"i,332 

165,407 

353 

16,745 
16,5*3 

461 

18,625 

""  190 

46,071 

'**  178 

40*478 

1,028 

73,344 

s09 

56,652 

112,119 

862,042 

107,682 

781,057 

ft,  225,325 

3,123,316 

7,746.728 

5,185,512 

3,268,595 

164,259 

2,907,217 

164,175 

2,170,798 

135,279 

2,129,036 

145,952 

80,425 

6,484 

235,925 

19,345 

44,231,983 

690,336 

61,768,881 

961,917 

48,469 

28,333 

1,6*17,526 

16,422 

2,7**9.998 

23,466 

2,864,458 

40,264 

3,723,106 

36,275 

... 

5,395,070 

... 

7,657,867 

- 

... 

... 

2,262,797 

43,695 

45,193 

... 

15.6C4 

... 

•  M 

19,536 

... 

24,889 

14,634 

... 

10,978 

22,395,309 

79.557 

11,673,861 

43,282 

1,930 

15,042 

2,839 

20,784 

48,298 

37,514 

11,573 

... 

... 

9,732 

... 

11,548 

4,623 

11,122 

... 

... 

102,781 

... 

117.349 

17,979,849 

540,179 

16,914,027 

566,222 

331,149 

374,982 

... 

34,572 

... 

... 

57,454 

3,524,094 

8,744 

... 

... 

46,593 

... 

54,917 

... 

25,358 

.« 

213,942 

... 

211,798 

2J.055 

41,994 

179,402 

48,388 

1*54, 909 

39,658 

o,496,944 

242,055 

3,478,639 

159,3:6 

661,732 

124,820 

685,536 

177,281 

296,484 

46,354 

292,415 

43,389 

1,997,661 

194  808 

2,116,482 

207,504 

91,823 

13,516 

76,657 

10,509 

499,888 

803,441 

681,817 

1,083,099 

1,729,327 

500,252 
61  194 

1,855,674 

678,495 

1,979,820 

86,084 

1,630,715 

79*649 

42.9J3 

43,166 

**7,723 

436,522 

*2,103 

112,068 

4,259,077 

... 

4,029,473 

617 

9,080 

1,436 

31,409 

2,194,422 

961,920 

1,844,816 

823,852 

14,396 

593,528 

14,396 

568,747 

20,786 

29,730 

16,338 

21,298 

12,206 

!         3)1,490 

15,741 

32,082 

1      - 

j    1,627,688 

1,467,388 
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JAPAN. 


Comparative  Table  of  Principal  Exports  from  Japan  during  the 
Years  1896-95 — continued. 


Articles. 

1896. 

1896. 

Quantity. 

Tons         ...              4,667 

1,744 

646 

836 

„            ...                8,646 
„            ...              ?0.80l 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Marine  products— 

Fish 

.,     shell 

Iriko,  or  beclie-de-mer  ... 
Kanten       ...       ... 

Oil,  fish       

Seaweed      

£ 

134.092 
91.784 
54.613 
64,647 
36.406 
66,037 

4,908 
724 
608 
666 

7.242 
26,684 

£ 

142,426 
47,301 
34,381 
48.671 
61,973 
68,286 

Total 

'" 

427,429 

... 

402,988 

Miscellaneous  and  unenu- 
ir.erated      

1,067,036 

... 

1,036,809 

Gsamd  Total. 


Exports,  1896  ... 
,,        1896 ... 


Decrease 


Value. 


£ 
12,766.299 
14,624,025 

1,867,726 


Note.— Sterling  values  in  the  above  table  have  been  converted  from  Japaaese  sliver  currency  at 
the  rate  of  2$.  2d.  to  the  1  dot  for  1896,  the  rate  for  1896  being  the  same. 
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JAPAN. 

TOKIO. 

Sir  B.  Satow  to  the  Marquess  of  Salisbury.] 

(Beoeived  at  Foreign  Office,  fune  4, 1897.) 
My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  a  Report  by  Mr. 
Lowther,  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  Legation,  on  the  Budget  of 
Japan  for  the  Fiscal  Year  1897-96,  together  with  some  information 
mating  to  the  War  Indemnity  and  the  Currency  Law. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       ERNEST  SATOW. 


Report  on  the  Budget  of  Japan  for  the  Fiscal  Year  1897-98. 
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JAPAN. 


General 
remarks. 


Budget,  1897-98. 

The  budget  for  1897-98  presents  no  special  features  of 
originality,  but.  the  proposals  made  are  a  continuation  of  the 
scheme  inaugurated  by  the  late  Government  under  Marquis  Ito. 
The  total  expenditure  amounts  to  about  25,400,000/.,  of  which 
sum  24,000,000/.  belongs  to  the  main  budget,  the  remainder 
l,400,000i  being  made  up  by  supplementary  budgets  introduced 
and  passed  in  the  latter  part  of  the  session.  For  the  sake  of 
clearness,  the  main  budget  has  been  kept  apart  in  the  statement 
which  follows.  The  budget  shows  a  Very  marked  increase  com- 
pared to  that  of  the  year  before  the  war,  namely,  150  per  cent. 
This  is  accounted  for  by  the  extensive  military  and  naval  schemes 
undertaken  by  the  Government.  The  institution  of  new  diplo- 
matic posts  in  Mexico  and  Brazil,  and  consulates  at  Chicago, 
Manila,  and  Newch wane ;  the  improvement  of  educational  insti- 
tutions, and  the  colonial  schemes  for  Formosa  and  Hokkaido 
require  considerable  sums,,  and  the  extension  of  the  railway  and 
telephone  systeins,  and  the  institution  of  the  tobacco  monopoly 
absorb  a  certain  amount,  although  these  latter  will  very  soon 
show  a  return  on  the  outlay.  r 

In  presenting  the  budget  to  the  Diet,  the  Prime  Minister  gave 
vent  to  the  expression  of  a  hope  that,  three  years  hence,  the 
expenditure  of  the  country  would  be  again  reduced  to  15,000,0001 

The  budget  was  laid  before  the  Lower  House  on  December  29, 
1896,  and  after  passing  through  many  vicissitudes  at  the  hands 
of  committees,  it  eventually  was  adopted  by  both  houses,  practi- 
cally in  the  same  form  in  which  it  was  presented  by  the 
Government. 

The  points  .on  which  amendments  were  introduced,  which, 
however,  were  not  finally  adopted,  were .  the  Navy  vote,  the 
establishment  of  new  diplomatic  posts,. and  the  Secret  Service 
Fund. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQLC 


T3KI0. 

Revenue. 


Amount* 

J 

1897-98. 

1896-97. 

J                   .... 

Obdivaby. 

Taxes  and  duties  •  •         •  •         • 

Stamps  receipts     ..         ..         V.         .'. 
Beoeipts  from    Gorernment  industrial   works 

and  property . .         •  • 

Misoellaneons  reoeipts      ••         ..         ••        '.. 
Interest  on  deposits         ••         .'.         .. 

£ 

9,008,446 
762,661 

2,128,059 

*    79,688 

172,418 

£ 

7,879,876 
884,968 

1,616,697 

73,448 

120,166 

_  Total  .._      .*• 

12,141,021 

10,075,030 

Extba6bdivaby. 

Sale  of  GoYernment  property 

Miseellaneons  receipts     •  •         •  •         • .         • . 
Proceeds  from  printing  and  conversion  of  bonds 
Contributions  to  fund  for  building  warships    . . 
Appropriation  from  this  year's  instalment  of 

war  indemnity 

ProTincial  charges,  besides  regular  taxes 

Issue  of  public  loan         

.    Appropriation  from  last  year's  surplus 

Appropriation  from,  last   year's    payment    of 

indemnity           ••         ••         ••          .  • 

Central  famine  relief  fund  and  war  fund         •  • 

66,783 

29,876 

835 

209,961 

75,000 

86,180 

6,132,962 

1,067,378 

4,321,017 

•  • 

55,122 

835,390 

1,500 

166,119 

36,180 

837,460 

1,747,738 

4,009,338 
1,678,348 

Total 

11,918,922 

8,866,125 

Grand  total 

1    24,069,943 

18,941,165 

In  the  ordinary  revenue,  then,  we  find — 


increase  on 
>nue  of  .  • 

the 

Amount. 

Total. 

An  increase  from— 

Taxes  and  duties          •  • 
Gorernment  works       •  • 
Miscellaneous  receipts  •  • 
Interest  on  deposits     •  • 

£ 

1,628,669 

511,462 

6,090 

52,262 

£ 

2,198,383 
182,892 

And  a  decrease  from — 
Stamp  reoeipts  of         •  • 

•• 

GiTing  a  total 
ordinary  rerc 

2,066,991 

(2432) 
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In  the  extraordinary  revenue  we  find — 


An  increase  from— 
Sale  of  Government  property. •        ••        .. 
Warship  oonstrnction  fund     ••        ••        •• 

Government  loan         

Appropriation  from  indemnify,  received  1886 

Appropriation  from  this  year's  instalment  of 

the  indemnity  ••        ••        '••        •• 

And  a  decrease  from — 

Miscellaneous  reoeipts  •  •         ••  ••  •• 

Issue  of  bonds    ..         ••         ••  ••  •• 

Last  year's  surplus       ••         ••  ••  '•• 

Appropriation  from  relief  fund  •  •  •  • 


A  total  increase  of 


Amount. 


661 

44£82 

6,296,602 

811,679 

76,000 


606,614 

666 

690,856 

1,678,843 


ToUL 


6,727,674 


2,674,877 


8,062,797 


The  items  of  increase  in  the  ordinary  revenue  are  derived  from 
the  business  tax,  the  tobacco  monopoly  which  will  be  in  force 
during  the  last  three  months  of  the  present  financial  year,  the 
sak6  tax  amended  last  year,  additional  receipts  from  customs 
duties,  from  income  tax,  from  railways,  Government  forests,  post 
and  telegraph  services,  amounting  as  shown  above  to  an  increase 
of  over  2,000,000/. 

The  increase  in  the  extraordinary  revenue  is  derived  principally 
from  the  Public  Undertakings  Loan,  which,  though  not  strictly 
revenue,  figures  as  such.  Last  year  only  about  800,000/.  of  this 
loan  was  issued.  This  year  it  is  intended,  according  to  the 
budget,  to  issue  over  6,000,000/.,  although  it  is  probable  that 
this  sum  may  be  derived  from  other  sources. 

The  decrease  in  the  extraordinary  budget  is  explained  by  a 
smaller  appropriation  from  the  previous  year's  surplus,  and  from 
the  extraordinary  War  Fund.  The  net  increase,  consequently,  in 
.  the  extraordinary  revenue  amounts  to  over  3,000,000/. 
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Amount. 

1897-98. 

1896-97. 

Ordinary. 

Imperial  Household         . .         • . 
Department- 
Foreign  Affairs  .  •         •  •         * . 

Home 

Finance  . . 

War        

Naval 

Judicial  ..         ••         .. 

Education          

Agricultural  and  Commercial . . 

Communications 

Colonisation       

£ 

300,000 

149,481 

649,098 

4,167,044 

2,912,937 

981,804 

355,203 

200,537 

142,429 

1,167,174 

202,091 

£ 

300,000 

101,094 
776,155 
3,936,648 
1,681,366 
769,486 
848,221 
135,577 
105,861 
811,894 

Total 

11,227,298 

8,906,251 

ElTBAOBDINABY. 

Foreign  Affairs 

Department — 

Home .. 

Finance 

War        

Naval      .. 

Judicial  ..         . . 

Education          

Agriculture  and  Commerce     . . 

Communications            .. 

Colonisation       .. 

11,341 

658,847 

1,082,169 

3,008,879 

6,699,412 

20,744 

53,318 

212,209 

•       877,497 

198,867 

6,108 

839,673 

101,251 

1,926,118 

2,937,275 

9,187 

21,422 

1,980 

897,455 

.  • 

Total 

12,823,283 

6,242,469 

Grand  total 

24,050,581 

15,148,720 

On  the  expenditure  side  we  find  an  increase  in  ordinary 
expenditure  in  all  the  departments  with  the  exception  of  the 
Household  Department,  which  remains  stationary,  and  the  Home 
Department  The  Colonisation  Department,  moreover,  which  did 
not  figure  in  the  last  budget  now  appears  for  the  first  time. 
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Amount. 

An  increase  in — 
Department — 

Foreign  Affairs          

finance           

War 

Naral 

Judicial          

Education 

Agricultural  and  Commercial     .    •  • 

Communications        • 

Colonisation* 

£ 

48,887 

280,896 

1,281,672 

221,868 

6,982 

64,960 

86,668 

856,280 

202,001 

Total       

And  a  decrease  in — 
Home  Department  of 

2,448,104 
127,067 

Total  increase  of. •        •• 

2,321,047 

In  the  extraordinary  expenditure  there  appears — 


Amount. 

An  increase  in— 
Department — 

Foreign  Affairs          

Home  ••        , 

Finance          •• 

War 

Naral 

Judicial          ..         • 

Bducation       •• 

Agricultural    •• 

Colonisation    .. 

£ 

6,233 

819,174 

980,918 

1,082,761 

3,760,137 

11,567 

31,896 

210,229 

198,867 

Total       

And  a  decrease  in — 
Communication  Department 

6,600,773 
19,958 

Total  increase  of . . 

6,680,814 

A  total  increase  of  nearly  9,000,000/. 

The  increased  expenditure  is  accounted  for  in  the  following 
manner:  30,000/.  required  for  establishing  new  legations  in 
Hawaii,  Mexico,  Brazil,  and  Siam,  and  consulates  in  Sydney, 
Antwerp,  Chicago,  Manila,  and  Newchwang;  a  sum  of  80,000/. 
spread  over  six  years  for  reconstructing  the  harbour  of  Nagasaki ; 
a  sum  of  52,000/.  for  putting  the  tobacco  monopoly  into  operation ; 
several  sums  for  building  and  arming  new  forts  at  Maidzuru, 
Nagasaki,  Hakodate,  and  Tsushima,  the  details  of  which 
expenditure  will  be  given  below.  Further,  the  sums  required 
for  the  initial  expenses  of  the  second  period  programme  for  the 
expansion  of  the  army  and  navy.  Small  sums  are  set  down  for 
establishing  the  Imperial    Library,  for    founding  a  College  of 
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Medicine  in  Kioto,  for  extending  the  telegraph  system,  for 
building  railways  in  Hokkaido,  and  for  constructing  the  harbour 
of  Otaru. 

Beyond    the    figures   hitherto  dealt  with,  there    are    seven  Supple- 
supplementary  budgets  entailing  an  additional  expenditure  ofj^ceto 
962,689Z.  to  be  included  in  the  past  financial  year,  i.e.,  1896-97. 1896^97. 
These  were  presented  to  the  Diet  for  approval.    The  sums  voted 
had  already  been  spent  by  the  different  departments,  and  a  sum 
of  70,000/.  was  also  required  for  the  funeral  of  the  Empress 
Dowager,  besides  a  sum  of  711,807/.  on  account  of  public  works 
in  connection  with  inundations  and  earthquakes. 

These  expenditures  were  divided  as  follows :— 


Amount. 

Crown         

Department- 
Foreign   ••         ••         ••         ••         •• 

Home 

Finance ••         . . 

War        

Nayy 

Education           . .         ••         ••         .. 
Agriculture  and  Commeroe      . .         •  • 
Communications. 

£ 
70,000 

2,747 

719,844 

140,683 

779 

28,938 

1,723 

2,500 

476 

Total 

962,689 

To  provide  for  this  expenditure  39,375/.  is  taken  from  interest 
on  deposits,  and  96,351/.  from  the  Central  Famine  Fund,  and  the 
remainder  826,963/.  from  the  surplus  of  the  previous  years. 

For  the  current  financial  year  five  supplementary  hudgets  of  Supple- 
extraordinary  expenditure  were  passed,  making  an  addition  to  the  mentary 
total  expenditure  of  1,37 J  ,462/.,  divided  as  follows :—  189M& 


Amount. 

Department — 

Home 

Finance 

War         

Justice     ••         . .         ••         ••         . . 
Education           ••         ..         ••         •• 
Agriculture  and  commerce 
Communications..         ..         ••         •• 
Colonisation       ..         ••         ••         .. 

£ 

147,808 
4,825 

189,579 
8,180 
7,410 
8,816 

640,945 

419,404 

Total           

And  beyond  this,  under  the.  heading  of 
ordinary    supplementary    budgets,    a 
sum  of 

Making  a  total  of  . .         . . 

1,871,462 

12,924 
1,884,386 
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..  Why  these  sums  were  not  included  in  the  main  budget  as 
originally  framed  is  not  explained.  Most  of  the  items  would 
appear  to  belong  to  the  class  of  regular  and  not  unforeseen 
expenditure. 

Among  them  is  one  of  133,989/.,  an  increase  of  capital  to 
the  Senju  Woollen  Factory,  where  the  military  uniforms  are 
manufactured.  The  improvement  of  the  Kobe  wharves  absorbs 
8,412/,;  out  of  the  total  of  1,289,250/.  which  is  the  subsidy  to 
be  given  to  the  Formosan  Railway  Company,  this  year  17,625/. 
is  required,  and  this  is  given  in  the  form  of  a  6  per  cent  guarantee 
on  the  paid-up  capital.  Sending  a  representative  to  the  Inter- 
national Geological  Congress  takes  1,816/.  The  bounty  for  the 
navigation  of  the  Yangtzekiang  is  fixed  at  14,954/.  per  annum 
till  1907,  and  the  large  sum  under  the  Colonisation  Department  is 
for  Formosa. 

To  provide  means  to  meet  this  outlay  a  sum  is  taken  from 
the— 


Indemnity  of      .  •         . .         » .         . .         .  • 

10  per  cent,  of  Formosa  official*'  salary  for  building  warships 

Money  refunded. •         ..         .. .« 

Taken  from, previous  years'  surplus 

Fund  collected  under  law  for  relief  of  families  of  officials.  • 
Money  to  be  raised  by  public  loan  (that  is  railway  bonds) 
being  part  of  the  scheme  inaugurated  in  1893     . . 

Total       


Amount 


£ 

798,647 

18,324 

118,326 

24,140 

1,832 

622,735 


1,579,004 


Thus  we  have  under  extraordinary  budgets : — 


Amount. 

Revenue      «.         ••         ..         ••         .. 
Expenditure          

£ 

1,579,004 
1,384,385 

Balance  of  rerenue. . 

194,619 

Examining  the  above  we  find  that  the  total  sums  taken  from 
the  receipts  on  account  of  the  indemnity  paid  this  year,  and 
appearing  in  this  year's  budget  are  : — 


For— 

Amount. 

Extraordinary  budgets 

Formosa      ..         ••         ..         ..         .. 

Main  budget          •  •         .  •         •  •         .  ♦ 

Total 

£ 
151,614 
642,033 
4,321,017 

5,114,664 
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Adding  then  the  supplementary  departmental  budgets  to  the 
sums  that  appear  as  extraordinary  expenditure  in  the  main  budget 
we  find  that — 


Amount. 

Total. 

£ 

£ 

The  extraordinary  departmental   expenditure 

for  the  year  1897-98  amounts  to— 

Foreign  Affairs  Department 

11,341 

Home  Department        

Finance  Department 

806,650 
1,066,494 

War  Department          .. 

3,148,459 

Naval  Department       .  •         .  •         .  •• 

6,699,412 

Judicial  Department 

Education  Department. 

23,924 

60,728 

Agriculture  and  Commerce  Department       • . 

221,026 

Communications  Department . .         •  •         • . 

1,518,443 

Colonisation  Department        

618,271 

14194,748 

The  ordinary  expenditure  of  the  main  budget 

amounts  to         . .         .  •         . .         .  •         • . 

•  • 

11,227,298 

The  ordinary  expenditure  on  Formosa 

•• 

1,052,401 

And  to  this  must  be  added,  under  the  heading 

of  ordinary  expenditure  of  departments  since 
the  compilation  of  the  budget,  a  sum  of      •  • 

•  • 

12,924 

The  total  expenditure  consequently 

amounts  to . .         •  • 

•  • 

26,487,371 

Frequent  reference  is  made  in  the  course  of  this  report  to  the 
reserve  fund.  It  should,  consequently,  be  mentioned  that  this  is 
formed  from  the  surplus  of  revenue  over  expenditure  for  the  past 
years.  Without  giving  a  full  statement  of  the  condition  of  this 
fund,  it  may  not  be  without  interest  to  mention  that  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  financial  year  1896-97  this  fund  stood  at  3,900,000/. :— 


Amount. 

The  amount  taken  from  it  last  year  was 

„               in  this  years  budget  is  ..         ••         •• 

£ 

2,572,602 
1,061,518 

Making  a  total  disbursed  of 

From  which  must  be  taken   the  surplus  last  year  of 
jreTenue  orer  expenditure  of           

8,654,120 
800,000 

8,354,120 
8,900,000 

Which  would  leave  a  balance  in  the  fund  at 
the  present  moment  of        

545,880 

The  army  estimates  are  divided  into  three  parts,  the  ordinary,  Army 
the  extraordinary,  and  the  continuing  expenditure.     Under  the  e0tim*teB« 
beading  of  ordinary  the  expenditure  is  set  down  at  2,912,937/.,  as 
against  1,631,365/.  spent  last  year,  an  increase  of  l,281,572/v  m 
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Nary 
estimates. 


Military  and 
naval 
extension 
schemes. 


increase  of  78  per  cent  The  principal  items  which  show  an 
increase  are  pay  of  officers  and  men,  rations,  clothing,  remounts, 
manoeuvres,  and  medical  attendance.  The  latter  amounts  to  three 
times  that  required  last  year,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  sickness 
caused  in  the  army  by  the  occupation  of  Formosa.  The  estimate 
for  the  gendarmerie  is  sixfold,  this  force  having  been  augmented 
for  service  in  Formosa. 

The  extraordinary  expenditure  amounts  to  3,008,879/.,  as 
against  1,926,118/1,  or  about  56  per  cent,  over  that  of  last  year. 
Of  this  total  a  sum  of  748,227/.  is  required  to  balance  the 
accounts  of  the  war  of  1894-95,  and  a  great  portion  of  the 
remainder  is  to  be  spent  in  building  forts  at  Nagasaki,  Maidzuru, 
Hakodate,  and  Tsushima.  Before  the  expansion  scheme  was 
inaugurated  the  outlay  required  for  the  army  amounted  to  about 
1,520,000/.  per  annum.  Now  the  cost  is  set  down  at  2,460,000/., 
an  advance  of  over  61  per  cent.,  but  this  sum  will  furnish  Japan 
with  an  army  of  145,000  men,  and  a  reserve  of  375,000. 

These  are  divided  in  the  same  manner  as  the  army  estimates. 
The  ordinary  expenditure  of  the  navy  for  the  year  1897-98  is  set 
down  at  981,304/.,  as  against  783,380/.  spent  last  year,  an  increase 
of  198,024/.,  all  of  which  is  absorbed  in  the  maintenance,  salaries, 
&c,  of  the  navy  and  the  naval  department.  The  extraordinary 
expenditure  shows  6,699,412/.,  as  against  2,963,183/.,  an  increase 
of  3,736,229/.,  or  considerably  more  than  double  the  expenditure 
of  last  year.  This  gives  a  total  expenditure  for  this  year  of  about 
7,680,000/.  Before  the  inauguration  of  the  expansion  scheme, 
that  is,  in  1895,  the  cost  of  the  navy  was  set  down  at  about 
1,370,000/.  When  the  programme  is  completed  Japan  intends  to 
have  65  ships,  of  233,000  tons,  and  126  torpedo  boats. 

These  schemes  are  divided  into  two  periods,  the  first  period 
programme  and  the  second  period  programme,  beginning  with 
April  1,  1896,  and  terminating  March  31,  1906.  The  second 
period  programme  was  omitted  in  the  budget  proposals  for  last 
year,  owing  to  the  uncertainty  of  the  payment  of  the  war 
indemnity. 

We  find,  then,  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
incur  the  following  expenditure : — 


otal  of 

•• 

Amount. 

Total. 

Army,  1st  period 
„      2nd     „ 

* 

4,882,940 
8,885,000 

£ 

8,167,940 

26,070,617 
84,238,457 

Navy,  1st  period 
•    »      2nd    „ 

11,608,640 
14,461,877 

Making  a  fc 

" 

Analysing  the  first  period  army  programme,  we  find  that  it  is 
divided  into  five  headings,  namely,  construction  of  forts,  building 
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and  equipment  of  barracks,  manufacture  of  arms,  development  of 
arsenals,  and  extraordinary  constructions.  In  the  second  period 
programme,  however,  only  the  first  three  items  appear. 

Provision  is  made  for  the  building  of  forts  in  the  Straits  of  Construction 
Naruto,  at  Kure,  in  the  Aki-Iyo  Strait,  at  Sasebo,  at  Tsushima, offoHe- 
Nagasaki,  Maidzuru,  and  Hakodate.    These  are  to  be  constructed 
in  the  course  of  six  years,  and  the  following  appropriations  in 
round  numbers  have  been  made : — 


Year. 

1st  Period. 

2nd  Period. 

Total. 

1896-97 
1897-08   .       .. 

lo*7Cr~*W                •  •             •  • 

1899-1900       .. 
1900-01 
1901-02           .. 

£ 
102,000 
220,000 
240,000 
270,000 
270,000 
270,000 

£ 

120,000 
120,000 
180,000 
180,000 
120,000 

£  ...      --. 

102,000 
840,000 
860,000 
400,000 
400,000 
890,000 

Total     .. 

1,872,000 

620,000 

1,992,000 

The  yearly  expenditure  on  account  of  the  building  and 
initiatory  equipment  of  barracks  is  the  following  in  round 
numbers :— > 


Year. 

1st  Period. 

2nd  Period. 

Total. 

£    .. 

£ 

£ 

1896-97 

1,290,000     - 

. . 

1,290,000 

1897-98 

270,000 

880,000 

1,100,000 

1896-99 

140,000 

880,000.. 

620,000 

189&-1900       .. 

24,000 

220,000 

244,000 

1900-01           .. 

., 

210,000 

210,000 

1901-02 

•  • 

116,000 

116,000 

1902-08 

•  •  • 

99,000 

99,000 

1908-04 

67,000 

67,000 

Total     .. 

1,724,000 

1,912,000 

8,686,000 

The  outlay  in  the  manufacture  of  arms  comprised  in  these 
programmes  stands  as  follows  in  round  numbers,  and  is  spread 
over  seven  years :— 


Year.    • 

-  1st  Period. 

2nd  Period. 

Total. 

£ 

£ 

.  £ 

IoUd  07           •  •          •  • 

160,000 

.. 

150,000 

1897-98 

150,000  .. 

160,000 

810,000 

loDo  v9           •  •          •  • 

230,000 

160,000 

890,000 

1899-1900       .. 

280,000 

160,000 

890,000 

1900-01 

280,000 

160,000 

890,000 

1901-02 

•  • 

160,000 

160,000 

1902-08 

•  • 

160,000 

160,000 

Total     •• 

990,000 

960,000 

1,950,000 
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To  the  above  must  be  added  for  the  extension  of  arsenals  a 
sum  of  360,446/.,  which  gives  the  following  totals : — 


Amount. 

Ports  and  armaments       ••         ••        •• 

Barracks  and  furniture 

Manufacture  of  arms  and  ammunition  « • 
Extension  of  arsenals       .♦        ..        •  • 

£ 

2,959,441 

4,485,388 

2,241,715 

860,446 

Total 

10,046,990 

Taking  the  construction  of  the  different  forts  into  considera- 
tion, we  find  the  following  sums  respectively  allotted  for  the  aeries 
of  years  1896-1902  in  the  second  programme :— 


Fort. 

Tear. 

Amount. 

Total 

£ 

£ 

Tsushima 

1897-98    .. 

7,471 

1898-99    .. 

7,484 

1899-1900.. 

2,594 

1900-01    .. 

2,563 

20,112 

Nagasaki 

1897-98    .. 

6,838 

1898-99    .. 

6,131 

1899-1900.. 

8,116 

- 

1900-01    .. 

8,016 

1901-02    .. 

6,562 

83,162 

Maidsuru  ••        ••        •• 

1897-08    .. 

11,487 

1898-99    .. 

13,281 

189^-1900.. 

16,088  . . 

1900-01    .. 

16,088    , 

1901-02    .. 

16,052 

72^996 

Hakodate 

1897-98    .. 

8,776 

1898-99    .. 

8,980 

1899-1900.. 

13,840 

1900-01    .. 

17,582 

. 

1901-02    .. 
1897-98    .. 

16,363 

65,031 

Chins  and  ammunition    •  • 

120,077 

1898-99    .. 

120,077 

1899-1900.. 

120,077 

1900-01    .. 

120,077 

1901-02    .. 

118,105 

698,418 

Total  for  foits  and 

armament  under  the 

second  programme. . 

•• 

*  ••• 

789,714 
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The  budget  for  Formosa  has  been  kept  distinct  from  the  main  Formosa, 
budget,  and  stands  as  follows : — 

Revenue. 


Amount. 

Total. 

Oeddtabt. 

Inland  taxes 

Customs  duties 

Receipts  from  State  industries 

and  properties 
Miscellaneous  receipts  .  • 

£ 

199,871 
68,289 

646,266 
7,798 

£ 

811,224 
642,967 

ElTBAOEDnrABT. 

Sale  of  Gorenunent  properties 
Grant  from    central   Gorern- 
ment   •• 

924 
642,033 

•  • 

Grand  total    .. 

1,464,181 

Expenditure. 


Amount. 

Total 

Obddulby. 

Expenses  of  Ciyil  Gorernment 
Custom-house    ••         ••         . . 
Communications           ••         •• 

Medical  factory 

Secret  service  fund       •  •         • . 
Miscellaneous  repayments 
Supplemental  deficiencies        •  • 

1st  reserre  fund 

2nd          „ 

£ 

661,687 

20,977 

168,146 

284,686 

4,866 

2,100 

99 

6,000 

26,000 

£ 

1,062,401 
401,779 

EXTBAOBDIIUJIY. 

Construction,     repairs,      and 

Public  Works 
Investigation  expenses 
Emigration          „        . . 
Sanitary  expenses 
Subsidies            

880,080 

7,063 

9,196 

4,000 

61,460 

•• 

Grand  total    .. 

1,464,180 

In  the  Formosa  budget  of  last  year  the  expenses  of  occupa- 
tion, gendarmerie,  &c,  were  included,  as  well  as  all  military 
expenses,  not  only  for  Formosa,  but  also  for  the  occupation  of 
(2432)  B 
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Government 
aids. 


Wei-hai-Wei.  These  amounted  to  a  total  of  2,754,000/. ;  adding 
this  sum  to  the  estimated  expenditure  of  the  present  year  we 
arrive  at  a  figure  of  4,208,180/.,  as  against  3,841,350/.,  showing  an 
increase  in  the  expenditure  of  the  present  year  of  over  366,000/. 
Turning  to  revenue,  we  find  it  set  down  as  1,454,181/.,  but  as 
642,033/.  of  this  is  provided  from  the  Supplementary  Fund, 
probably  the  indemnity,  we  must  take  the  real  revenue  as 
being  about  812,148/.,  as  against  a  revenue  set  down  last  year  as 
668,000/. 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  island  can  be  counted  upon 
as  a  source  of  revenue  for  many  years  to  come.  With  the  com- 
plete pacification  of  the  country  will  doubtless  come  increased 
production,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  necessity  will  also  present 
itself  to  the  Government  of  spending  large  sums  in  harbour 
works,  railways,  Government  buildings,  &c. 

It  should  be  mentioned  that  the  heading  "  State  industries  and 
properties  "  on  the  revenue  side  includes  the  proceeds  of  sale  of 
opium,  which  is  carried  on  under  the  control  of  the  Government 

A  considerable  advance  is  taking  place  in  the  direction  of 
granting  Government  aids  to  assist  in  developing  various  branches 
of  commerce.  The  present  budget  provides  for  the  payment  of 
the  following  sums  in  this  financial  year,  and  the  legislation  of  the 
past  session  will  entail  upon  the  Treasury  further  payments  in  the 
future : — 


Under  the  Home  Department,  we  find  payments  made  in 
support  of  navigation  companies,  Tokio  waterworks,  Osaka 
waterworks,  Kobe  waterworks,  Nagasaki  harbours,  &c.,  to  the 
extent  of     . .         . .         . .         • .         

Under  the  Finance  Department  grants  made  to  railway  com- 
panies, the  Nippon  Industrial  Bank,  and  the  agricultural 
industrial  banks,  and  a  subsidy  of  7,0002.  to  the  Tea  Associa- 
tion, to  the  extent  of        . ,         . .         • . 

The  Education  Department  grants  for  educational  purposes     . . 

The  Department  of  Communications  is  called  upon  to  provide 
sums  for  steamship  companies  and  for  shipbuilding  and 
navigation  encouragement . .         . . 

The  Colonisation  Department  has  to  provide  as  assistance  in 
developing  Formosa  and  Hokkaido  in  the  matter  of  railways, 
steamship  companies,  agricultural  encouragement,  education, 
and  sanitation,  sums  to  the  amount  of . . 

Making  a  total  to  be  paid  out  in  the  financial  year 
1897-98  of 


Amount. 


87,083 


284,068 
49,529 


846,410 
76,510 


792,595 


It  may  not  be  without  interest  to  mention  that  in  the 
budget  of  last  year  a  sum  of  295,820£  only  was  set  down  for 
Government  aids,  thus  showing  an  increase  in  the  present  budget 
of  nearly  500,000£  A  Bill  was  also  laid  before  the  Diet  with  a 
view  to  grant  a  subsidy  to  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  line  of  about 
300,000/.  in  order  to  enable  that  company  to  maintain  the  newly- 
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opened  lines  to  Europe,  Australia,  and  America,  but  the  discussion 
of  the  Bill  was  postponed  until  next  session,  owing  to  opposition 
on  the  part  of  members  interested  in  other  companies.  In  some 
form  or  another  this  subsidy  will  probably  be  given  to  the  Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha.  Without  some  assistance  the  company  could  not 
afford  to  continue  these  lines,  and  the  dignity  of  the  country  will 
require  that  they  should  not  be  dropped  so  soon  after  being 
started. 

The  registration  tax,  a  new  tax  imposed  last  year,  has  notNewtaxe«: 
proved  altogether  satisfactory,  and  the  Diet  in  the  last  session  ^^trataon 
amended  the  scope  of  the  tax.  Under  the  regulations  a  tax  was 
imposed  on  the  registration  of  all  births,  deaths,  marriages, 
divorces,  &c.  This  portion  of  the  tax  is  now  no  longer  to  be 
levied,  and  this  will  reduce  the  receipts  therefrom  by  about 
150,000/.>  and  the  whole  return  is  not  likely  to  be  more  than 
400,000*. 

The  business  tax  was  estimated  to  produce  about  750,000/.  Business  tax. 
The  income  therefrom  amounted  to  600,000/.,  but  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that,  under  the  law  governing  this  impost,  no  tax 
is  leviable  on  the  majority  of  companies  and  businesses  until  they 
have  been  in  existence  for  three  years.  The  past  year  has  been 
very  fertile  in  the  establishment  of  mew  companies,  and,  although 
this  tax  does  not  show  heavy  receipts  at  present,  it  will  do  so 
later  on. 

The  sak6  tax,  which  was  modified  last  year,  is  expected  to  Sake*  tax. 
produce  a  very  considerable  advance  in  the  receipts.    The  receipt 
from  this  tax  in  1896  was  1,846,546/.    In  the  present  financial 
year  it  is  expected  to  produce  2,987,872/. 

In  the  session  of  1896  a  Tobacco  Monopoly  Bill  was  passed.  Tobacco  tax. 
This  will  come  into  force  at  the  beginning  of  1898,  and  conse- 
quently the  receipts  under  the  new  monopoly  scheme  for  the  first 
quarter  of  1898  are  included  in  this  year's  estimate — that  is  to 
say,  85,969/.  This  monopoly  has  been  very  severely  criticised, 
and  it  was  at  one  time  thought  that  the  law  relating  to  it  would 
be  amended,  but  nothing  was  done  in  that  direction,  and  it  is  to 
be  brought  into  force  in  the  form  in  which  it  was  passed  by  the 
Diet  last  year.  The  principle  of  the  scheme  is  that  tobacco  leaf 
grown  in  Japan  is  to  be  delivered  to  the  Government  at  a  fixed 
rate  and  sold  to  manuf acturens  at  rates  fixed  by  the  Government. 
The  Government  further  has  the  right  to  limit  the  area  destined 
for  tobacco  growing.  The  quantity  of  tobacco  now  grown  in 
Japan  is  estimated  to  be  90,000,000  lbs.  The  average  value  of 
the  leaf  is  about  10  c.  per  lb.,  so  that  the  value  of  the  whole  crop 
would  be  about  900,000/.  The  Government  expect  to  derive  from 
the  monopoly  a  gross  revenue  of  1,000,000/.,  but  to  do  this  a  tax 
of  over  100  per  cent,  must  be  levied,  and  the  leaf  must  be  sold  at 
about  double  the  present  price.  It  is,  however,  stated  that 
tobacco  leaf  can  be  imported  into  Japan  at  about  10  c.  per  lb. 
Add  to  this  the  duty  on  import  of  35  per  cent,  and  we  find  that 
the  Goverment  will  be  endeavouring  to  sell  its  tobacco  at  21£  c, 
whereas  foreign  imported  tobacco  can  be  sold  for  13*5  c.  per  lb. 
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Further,  as  tobacco  intended  for  export  is  exempted  from  the 
monopoly,  it  will  be  easy  for  producers  to  send  their  leaf  out  of 
the  country  and  import  it  again  in  a  manufactured  condition,  and 
still  compete  successfully  with  the  Government 

A  sum  of  421,350£  has  been  set  aside  for  the  building  of 
warehouses,  &c,  1,000,000£  must  be  added  as  the  sum  estimated 
to  be  the  amount  required  for  purchasing  the  tobacco  leaf. 
Adding  the  interest  on  these  sums  say  75,000/.,  and  the  working 
expenses,  which  are  put  down  at  52,000/.,  for  the  quarter  of  the 
present  fiscal  year  during  which  the  new  scheme  will  be  in  opera- 
tion, we  arrive  at  the  following  approximate  result : — 


Capital. 

Yearly 
Expenditure. 

£ 

421,850 
1,000,000 

£ 

75,000 
260,000 

1,421,860 

826,000 

That  is  about  325,000/.  yearly  total  expenditure  on  a  capital 
of  nearly  1,500,000£  sterling.  The  gross  revenue  estimated  by 
the  Government  is  1,000,000/.,  the  net  revenue  1,000,000/.  minus 
325,000/.  or  675,000/.  The  stamp  tax  already  existing  on  tobacco 
produces  300,000/.,  there  will  consequently  be  an  advantage  to 
the  revenue  according  to  the  estimate  of  over  350,000/.,  with  a 
large  outlay  of  capital.  But  the  scheme  does  not  appear  to  have 
anything  to  recommend  it  as  being  superior  to  the  English  system 
of  warehousing.  Were  this  simple  system  adopted  here,  it  is 
estimated  that  with  the  same  tax  a  revenue  of  at  least  1,000,000/. 
could  be  obtained. 

Comparing,  then,  the  expected  receipts  from  these  taxes  this 
year  with  the  amounts  received  therefrom  in  the  fiscal  year 
1893-94,  we  obtain  the  following  results : — 


Amount. 

1893-94. 

1897-96. 

Sake  tax 

Tobacco  tax          

Registration  tax 

£ 

1,068,920 
264,086 
245,878 

£ 

2,987,872 
809,884 
752,661 

To  this  latter  turn  must  also  be  added 
for  the  new  trades  tax  instituted  last 
year  an  estimated  receipt  of   •• 

2,178,888 

•  • 

•  • 

4,049,817 
687,416 

Showing  an  adyance  of       •  • 

4,687,288 
2,458,400 
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There  is  every  likelihood  of  a  further  steady  advance  under  all 
the  headings,  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  the  tobacco 
monopoly  scheme,  which  has  been  criticised  above,  and  in  which 
as  will  be  noticed  there  is  some  difference  in  the  figures,  and  it 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  receipts  from  the  custom  when  the 
new  tariffs  come  into  force  will  probably  rise  from  600,000/.  to 
1,250,000/. 

Taking  these  figures  roughly  then  we  find  a  gain  over 
1893-94:— 


Amount. 


!  £ 

Registration  tax I  500,000 

Trade  tax 600,000 

Sake  tax 1,800,000 

Tobacco  tax           '  760,000 

Customs '  660,000 


Total  8,800,000 


But  from  this  must  be  taken  the  taxes  abolished  last  year  on 
vehicles,  confectionery,  soy,  horses,  cattle,  and  import  duty  on 
raw  cotton. 

These  amounted  to  about  350,000/.,  which  leaves  a  total  esti- 
mated gain  to  the  Treasury  of  3,450,000/.  over  1893-94. 

On  the  other  hand  it  must  be  remembered  that,  although  the 
very  considerable  increase  both  in  the  army  and  navy,  winch  is 
provided  for  under  the  extension  schemes,  is  set  down  to  be  com- 
pleted by  1905,  and  for  the  payment  of  which  the  war  indemnity 
will  be  mainly  drawn  upon,  yet  it  will  be  impossible  to  bring 
such  extension  to  a  sudden  termination,  and  it  must  be  expected 
that  even  after  1905  very  large  sums  will  be  required,  in  any  case, 
for  the  navy,  to  keep  it  up  to  the  level  of  the  most  modem 
requirements.  It  may  therefore  not  be  out  of  place  to  point  out 
that  the  country  could  bear  a  higher  scale  of  taxation.  Taking 
the  direct  taxes  at  present  in  force,  we  find  that,  per  head  of 
population,  the  burden  borne  is  4*.  4d.,  and  taking  the  National 
Debt,  each  member  of  the  population  contributes  Is.  2d. 

The  war  indemnity  received  from  China  forms  a  very  im-  War 
portant  feature  in  the  budget  of  the  past  and  present  fiscal  years,  indemnity. 
If  regularly  paid  in  the  future,  it  will  no  doubt  be  set  aside  for 
the  army  and  navy  expansion  scheme.    It  may  be  of  interest  to 
show  how  the  indemnity  stands : — 
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Amount. 

Taels. 

First  payment  made,  NoTember,  1896       60,000,000 

Second  payment  made,  May,  1896 51,260,000 

Interest  paid  in  November,  1896 6,000,000 

Total  amount  received 106,250,000 

Or  about i  17,478,000*. 


To  receive — 


Date. 

Amount. 

May,           1897 

November,  1897 

May,           1898 

November,  1898    .. 

May,           1899 

November,  1899 

May,          1900 

November,  1900 

May,          1901 

November,  1901 

May,           1902 

Taels. 
17,083,338 

4,166,666 
17,083,333 

3,124,666 
17,083,333 

2,600,000 
17,088,333 

1   AAA  AAA 
1,000,000 

17,083,333 

833,338 

17,083,333 

Total 

Or  about 

114,791,329 
18,797,000*. 

making  a  total  payment  to  be  made  by  China  of  over  36,275,000*. 
National  debt.       The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  present  indebtedness  of 
Japan : — 


Foreign  loan 

Oldloan  # 

Hereditary  pensions  commutation  loan,  6  per  cent. 

Satsuma  rebellion  loan         

Navy  loan 

Consolidated  public  loan 

Redemption  of  paper  money  loan  . .         . .         . . 

Railway  loan 

War  loan        

Public  undertakings  loan 

Government  paper  money    ••         •••         ••         •• 

Total        


Amount. 


£ 

28,876 

648,636 

2,982,332 

400,000 

1,600,600 

17,206,170 

2,200,000 

1,000,000 

12,172,400 

300,000 


38,838,613 
904,606 


89,238,021 


The  small  remnant  of  the  foreign  loan,  namely  23,375/.,  will  be 
completely  paid  off  in  the  course  of  this  year,  but  on  the  other 
hand  new  loans  are  to  be  floated  approximately  as  follows : — 
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Public  Undertakings  Loan 
Consolidated  bondi    . . 
Bail  way  bondi 


But  a  redemption  will  be  effected  of 
Balance 


Amount. 

£ 

6,100,000 
260,000 
600,000 


6,860,000 
670,000 


6,280,000 


Thus,  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  1898,  the  total  debt  of  Japan 
will  stand  at  45,494,646/. 

The  last  session  of  the  Imperial  Diet  was  rendered  remarkable  The  Currency 
by  the  passage,  in  an  incredibly  short  space  of  time  and  without  ***• 
the  adoption  of   any  amendments,  of   a  Currency  Reform   Bill 
introduced  by  the  Government. 

The  main  features  of  this  Law  are  the  following: — The  unit 
of  value  will  be  the  gold  dollar,  containing  two- tenths  of  a  momme, 
•75  gramme  of  pure  gold,  half  the  weight  of  the  gold  dollar  of  1871. 

The  coinage  will  consist  of  5, 10,  and  20-dollar  pieces,  900 
fine.  The  unit  replaces  the  present  silver  yen  and  the  ratio 
adopted  under  the  scheme  is  a  little  over  32$  silver  to  one  of  gold. 
The  subsidiary  coinage  will  consist  of  silver  50-sen,  20-sen,  and 
10-sen  pieces,  a  5-sen  nickel  piece,  and  a  bronze  piece  of  1  sen  and 
one  of  \  sen. 

The  silver  pieces  will  be  legal  tender  up  to  the  value  of  10 
yen ;  the  nickel  and  copper  pieces  up  to  the  value  of  1  yen. 

The  Government  undertake  to  coin  all  gold  bullion  presented 
to  it  for  that  purpose.  The  present  silver,  dollar  remains  legal 
tender  until  6  months  after  notice  of  its  withdrawal  shall  have 
been  given.  The  mint  will  be  closed  to  coinage  of  silver  and  open 
to  gold  from  the  date  of  the  promulgation  of  the  Law. 

The  reasons  given  as  having  prompted  the  introduction  of  this 
measure  were  the  fact  that  China  had  to  pay  Japan  an  indemnity 
of  230,000,000  taels,  which  sum  has  to  be  paid  in  English  gold. 

The  depreciation  of  silver  had,  it  was  supposed,  caused  prices 
to  rise  30  per  cent,  in  Japan. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  adoption  of  the  gold  standard  will 
prevent  fluctuations  in  prices  and  the  disturbance  of  relation 
between  debtor  and  creditor,  that  exports  will  increase,  and  that 
it  may  remove  difficulties  in  the  conclusion  of  a  foreign  loan. 

It  may,  however,  be  pointed  out  here  that  it  is  possible  that 
the  large  proportion  of  the  sum  of  over  6,000,000/.,  which  figures 
on  the  extraordinary  revenue  side  of  the  budget,  and  has  to  be 
raised  by  the  Public  Undertakings  Loan  may  be  derived  from 
some  other  source,  possibly  a  foreign  loan. 

The  portion  of  the  Public  Undertakings  Loan  issued  last  year 
was  not  a  success  with  the  public,  and  it  is  more  than  probable 
that  some  other  plan  may  be  adopted  for  raising  the  sum  which  is 
required  for  the  expenditure,  but  which  may  only  be  required 
towards  the  latter  part  of  the  fiscal  year. 
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Reference  to  previous  Report,  Annual  Series  No.  1779. 


JAPAN. 

YOKOHAMA. 

Mr.  Lowther  to  the  Marquess  of  Salisbury. 
(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  Jane  30, 1897.) 

My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  a  Report  on  the 
Trade  and  Navigation  of  Yokohama  for  the  year  1896,  which  has 
been  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Troup,  Her  Majesty's  Consul  at  that 
Port, 

1  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        GERARD  LOWTHER. 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Navigation  of  Tokoliama  for  the  Year 

1896. 
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The  returns  of  imports  and  exports,  and  of  British  trade,  General 
forwarded  with  this  report,  are  compiled  as  in  previous  years  from  remarks, 
the  revised  customs  returns.  Returns. 

The  yen,  or  silver  dollar,  of  the  customs  returns  is,  for  imports  Rate  of  silver 
from  gold  countries  and  from  India,  converted  into  sterling  at  the  doUar« 
(4)  A  2 
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rate  of  2s.  2\d.  per  yen,  being  the  average  for  the  year  of  the 
quarterly  rates  used  by  the  customs  in  converting  gold  into  silver 
values.  In  the  valuation  of  imports  from  silver  countries,  except 
India,  and  of  all  exports,  the  yen  is  taken  as  equal  to  2s.  2d., 
being  the  average  bank  demand  drawing  rate  for  the  year. 
Gross  trade  in  The  returns  thus  converted  into  gold  values  show  the  total 
1896,  in  gold  trade  of  the  port  for  the  year  to  have  been  worth  14,632,382/., 
being  7,948,637/.  value  of  imports,  and  6,683,745/.  value  of 
exports. 

If  there  is  added,  as  has  been  done  in  some  previous  reports, 
to  the  figures  for  imports  deduced  from  the  customs  returns,  a 
correction  of  15  per  cent,  to  cover  approximately  the  amount  of 
freight  and  other  charges  paid  on  those  goods  between  the  place 
of  production  and  this  port,  we  arrive  at  a  sum  of  9,140,933/.  as 
representing  the  actual  value  on  the  spot  of  the  import  trade,  and 
of  15,824,678/.  as  representing  the  total  foreign  trade  of  the 
port. 

In  1895,  the  corresponding  figures  for  imports  were  6,780,448/., 
and  for  the  total  trade,  15,966,208/.  The  figures  for  exports  were 
9,185,760/. 

Last  year,  therefore,  there  was  an  increase  of  nearly  35  per 
cent,  in  the  import  trade  over  that  in  1895,  a  decrease  of  27  per 
cent,  in  the  export  trade,  and  a  decrease  of  about  1  per  cent,  in  the 
tot^l  trade  of  the  port. 

The  following  is  the  silver  valuation  of  the  trade,  as  given  in 
the  customs  statistics,  but  with  the  above  correction  of  15  per 
cent,  on  the  valuation  of  imports : — 


Compared 
with  trade  in 
1895. 

Decrease  in 
total  trade. 


Silver  values 
of  the  trade. 


Imports 
Exports 

•         •  • 
To'al 

•  •         • . 

Yalue. 

1896. 

1895. 

\J 

Yen. 
88,724,868 
61,696,108 

Yen. 
64,510,204 
84,791,638 

145,420,476 

149,301,887 

Specie  and 
bullion. 


Customs 
dues* 
"Direct 
trade." 


\ 


Gold  coin  has  been  imported  to  the  value  of  670/.,  and  ex- 
ported to  the  value  of  124,918/. ;  silver  coin  imported  to  the  value 
of  169,600/.,  and  exported  to  the  value  of  335,593/.  There  have 
been  during  the  year  considerable  shipments  of  silver  yen  from 
Japan  to  the  Straits,  where  this  coinage  has  still  found  favour, 
notwithstanding  the  introduction  of  the  British  dollar. 

Customs  dues  and  duties  levied  amounted  to  424,905/. 

As  an  indication  of  the  extent  of  the  growth  of  what  is  known 
as  direct  trade  between  Japan  and  foreign  countries — that  is  of 
the  trade  which  is  done  by  Japanese  merchants  with  other 
countries  without  the  mediation  of  merchants  here  of  other 
nationalities — it  may  be  of  interest    to  note  that  of  the  total 


^L 
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imports  at  this  port  last  year  nearly  23  per  cent,  in  value  were 
brought  in  by  Japanese  merchants  or  for  Government  use,  mainly 
by  the  former.  Of  the  total  exports  17J  per  cent  were  similarly 
sent  abroad,  and  of  the  trade  of  the  port  20£  per  cent,  stands  to 
the  same  account 

At  various  periods  efforts  have  been  made  to  foster  trade  of  Bounto* 
this  character  by  means  of  Government  assistance ;  and  the  most 
recent  manifestation  of  this  principle  is  exhibited  in  the  passing 
by  the  Diet,  at  the  close  of  its  last  session,  of  a  Bill  providing  for  a 
bounty  to  be  given  on  raw  silk  exported  by  Japanese  merchants, 
the  amount  of  the  bounty  to  be  determined  by  imperial  ordinance, 
and  in  accordance  with  a  method  of  classification  of  the  silk.  The 
further  development  of  this  measure  will  be  watched  with  interest. 
It  would  appear  to  be  intended  to  divert  from  the  hands  of  the 
British  and  other  foreign  silk  merchants  established  here,  the  / 
most  important  branch  of  the  export  trade  of  Japan.  J 

The  main  characteristics  of  the  year's  trade  are  an  excess  of  Features  of 
imports,  and  a  decrease  in  exports.    A  scarcity  of  money  and  con-  }hedyear'8 
traction  of  credit  existed  amongst  Japanese  merchants  in  the  latter  ra  *' 
part  of  the  year,  the  result,  no  doubt,  of  several  causes,  among 
which  may  be  enumerated  an  indifferent  harvest,  the  rice  crop 
showing  a  deficit  of  some  9  per  cent  on  a  good  average  crop ; 
natural  calamities,  in  the  form  of  a  tidal  wave  and  floods,  and 
excessive  activity  in  the  direction  of  the  promotion  of  companies. 
The  effect  of  this  on  the  import  business  will  be  noted  further  on. 
The  decrease  in  exports  will  be  seen  mainly  under  the  headings  of 
raw  silk,  tea,  and  silk  manufactures ;  and  this  decrease  naturally  J 
also  acted  unfavourably  on  the  import  trade,  by  accentuating  the 
stringency  of  the  money  market. 

The  rice  crop,  as  has  been  said,  was  short ;  and  prices  have  Rtee  crop, 
never  been  so  high  as  they  were  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  unless 
during  a  time  of  famine.    This  is  probably  not  due,  however, 
merely  to  fche  shortness  of  the  crop. 

A  general  rise  has  been  observable  for  some  years  past  in  the  RUe  in  cost 
cost  of  living  in  this  country,  as  estimated  in  the  currency  of  the  of  living, 
country,  which  is  silver,  or  paper  representing  silver.    This  rise 
commenced  from  about  the  year  1889,  and  taking  the  principal 
articles  of  food  and  fuel  used  by  the  Japanese,  amounts  now  to  as 
much  as  90  per  cent  in  the  case  of  rice,  and  100  per  cent  in  that 
of  fish  and  vegetables;  while  the  cost  of  articles  of  ordinary 
Japanese  wearing  apparel  has  risen  variously  from  30  per  cent,  to  y 
over  100  per  cent.    Wages  have  undergone  a  similar  rise.     It  may  ^ 
be  further  noticed  that  more  recently,  say  since  the  war,  the  ratio 
of  rise  in  the  cost  of  living  has  exceeded  that  of  the  fall  in  the  gold 
price  of  silver. 

The  stipulations  for  the  registration  and  protection  of  foreign  Protection  of 

patents  and  trade  marks,  made  under  the  British  and  German  JjJjJgJ  and 

Treaties  having  come   into    force,  numerous    applications   have  ^e  ^^ ^ 

already  been  made  under  these  provisions  to  the  Japanese  Patent 

and  Trade  Marks  Bureau.  V 

It  is  understood  that  the  new  General  or  Statutory  Customs  New  customs 
(4)  tariff. 
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Tariff  will  not  come  into  force  before  the  commencement  of  next 
year,  and  that  the  Conventional  Tariffs  appended  to  some  of  the 
new  treaties  concluded  between  Japan  and  Foreign  Powers  will 
be  brought  into  operation  at  the  same  time  as  the  General  Tariff. 

British  Trade. 

British  trade.  The  return  of  the  trade  between  this  port  and  the  various 
portions  of  the  British  Empire  shows  an  increase,  both  in  imports 
and  in  exports,  over  that  in  1895.  Adding  to  the  total  of  imports 
as  given  in  that  return  the  correction  of  15  per  cent.,  which  has 
been  applied  above  to  the  total  of  the  general  table  of  imports,  it 
would  appear  that  the  value  of  imports  brought  into  Yokohama  in 
1896  from  the  British  dominions  amounted  to  5,185,980/.  The 
value  of  exports  amounted  to  1,307,490/.,  and  thus  the  value  of 
the  total  trade  to  6,493,470/.  The  increase  hereby  3hown  on  the 
previous  year's  trade  amounts  to  25  per  cent.,  and  occurs  in  the 
trade  with  the  United  Kingdom,  which  consists  mainly  of  import, 
and  in  that  with  British  India  and  with  Hong-Kong.  The  trade 
with  Canada  and  that  with  Australia  do  not  gain  ground. 

British  trade  with  this  port  last  year  amounted  in  value  to  41 
per  cent,  of  the  total  trade  of  the  port.  The  import  trade  from 
the  United  Kingdom  constituted  over  44  per  cent,  of  the  total 
import  trade  of  the  port  \  and  that  from  all  the  British  dominions 
over  56  per  cent. 


Imports: 
Cottons  and 
woollene. 


Imports. 

The  following  estimates  of  the  deliveries  of  cottons,  woollens, 
and  other  manufactures  are  taken  from  the  statistics  of  the  Yoko- 
hama General  Chamber  of  Commerce : — 


Articles. 


Cotton  yarns     .  • 
Grey  shirtings  .. 
T-cloths.. 
Indigo  shirtings,  &c. 
Prints    .. 
Cotton,  Italians. . 
Turkey-reds 
Velvets  .. 
Victoria  lawns  .. 
Silk-faced  satins 
Flannel  .. 
Italian  cloth     .. 
Mousselines 
Cloth     .. 
Blankets 


Deliveries, 


1896. 


14,837,200 

759,400 

51,570 

164,985 

228,900 

78,500 

77,050 

48,240 

124,850 

1,940 

104,900 

129,000 

471,450 

6,450 

528,600 


1895. 


9,521,200 

597,420 
81,990 
41,260 

102,160 
41,670 
88,800 
28,970 
81,320 
2,682 
55,460 
76,830 

849,870 
4,340 

551,800 


Cotton  yarns.       The  deliveries  of  the  finer  classes  of  yarns  are  now  included 
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in  these  returns.  The  chief  increase  last  year  has  been  in  gassed 
and  other  fine  yarns;  but  2/42's,  2/32's,  16/24's,  and  28/32's  have 
also  increased.  The  import  of  the  first-named  was  somewhat 
excessive,  and  some  quantity  had  to  be  carried  over  to  the  new 
year. 

A  large  increase  appears  in  grey  shirtings ;  but,  in  general, SJ  to^gs. 
owing  to  increase  in  cost,  these  did  not  prove  remunerative  to 
importers  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 

In  fancies  the  trade  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  was  fairly 
good ;  but  during  the  last  six  months  arrivals  were  in  excess  of 
requirements,  and  difficulties  were  experienced  in  clearing  goods. 
The  competition  of  Japanese  home-dyed  cloths  is  apparently 
affecting  unfavourably  the  trade  in  Turkey-reds.  Black  velvets 
show  an  increase,  but  stocks  carried  over  to  this  year  were  also 
heavy,  owing  largely  to  the  inability  of  Japanese  dealers  to  clear 
what  they  had  contracted  for.  A  somewhat  similar  remark  applies 
to  flannels. 

The  usual  autumn  trade  in  blankets  was  hardly  good ;  the  Blankets* 
competition  of  the  Japanese  manufacture  of  striped  blankets 
and  rugs  seems  to  be  affecting  this  trade.  In  cotton  Italians, 
mousselines,  and  Victoria  lawns  the  stocks  carried  over  were 
heavy ;  and,  indeed,  in  all  classes  of  cottons  and  woollens  stocks 
had  increased  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  importation  of  iron  and  steel  shows  an  increase  last  year  Metals : 
under  nearly  every  heading,  and  comprises  bar  and  rod,  galvanised  ^^  aatk 
sheet,  nails,  pipes  and  tubes,  plate  and  sheet,  rails,  roofing  and  E     ' 
miscellaneous. 

Pig  shows  a  decrease ;  and  this  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  Pig-iron, 
large  import  in  the  two  previous  years.     A  steady  demand  is, 
however,  anticipated  for  this  class  of  iron  in  the  future. 

According  to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  statistics,  deliveries  Deliveries, 
of  iron  of  all  denominations  amounted  to  50,008  tons,  as  against 
49,784  tons  in  1895 ;  wire  nails  to  9,047  tons,  as  against  7,210 
tons  in  1895 ;  and  tinned  plates  to  27,727  boxes,  as  against  37,073  Tinned  plates* 
boxes. 

In  the  supply  of  bar  and  rod  Belgium  takes  the  lead  ;  in  that  Iron  from  the 
of  the  other  classes  of  iron  and  steel  for  merchant  business  Great  j^6^  ^^ 
Britain,  as  a  rule,  stands  first.  continent. 

An  important  feature  which  has  recently  appeared  in  the  iron  From  the 
trade  is  the  development  of  the  importation  of  that  metal  from  United  States, 
the  United  States.  Wire  nails  are  imported  from  there  at  lower 
prices  than  from  the  Continent  of  Europe ;  and  although  the 
quantity  imported  last  year  was  small  in  comparison  with  that 
brought  from  Germany,  it  about  equalled  that  imported  from 
Great  Britain  and  Belgium  together.  Orders  have  also  gone  there 
last  year  for  pig-iron  and  for  rails. 

Locomotives,  while  largely  ordered  from  England,  have  also  Locomotives, 
been  so  from  the  United  States* 

For  other  railway  material  Great  Britain  shares  with  Germany  toilway  P^nt. 
and  Belgium  the   custom  of  Japan.     Naval   requirements    are 
obtained  most  largely  from  British  makers,  gun  material  partly 
from  France. 
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Sugar. 


Delireries  of 
sugar. 

Keraene. 


There  are  some  things  which  those  acquainted  with  the  import 
business  in  metal  manufactures  often  find  it  hard  to  get  the 
English  manufacturer  to  understand.  One  of  these  is  that  the 
Japanese  buyer  has  now  reached  the  stage  where  he  knows,  or  at 
least  believes  he  knows,  what  he  requires  when  he  orders  an 
article.  In  making  tenders  the  English  maker  is  too  apt  to  act 
on  the  principle  that  he  knows  what  the  purchaser  requires  better 
than  the  latter  himself  does ;  and,  acting  accordingly,  offers  an 
article  in  another  style,  or  of  another  design  than  that  which  is 
asked  for.  The  result  is  that  the  order  is  placed,  say,  with  some 
Continental  firm  who  are  more  alive  to  the  situation. 

'  The  Consul  is  often  liberally  supplied  with  circulars,  with  the 
request  that  these  may  be  exhibited  in  his  office.  There,  however, 
no  one  looks  at  them.  The  use  of  circulars  is  for  distribution  to 
possible  buyers,  and  this  can  undoubtedly  best  be  effected  through 
business  houses  on  the  spot  who  are  in  immediate  touch  with 
purchasers.    Catalogues,  to  be  of  any  use,  should  be  priced. 

Allusion  has  been  made,  in  a  previous  report  from  this 
Consulate,  to  the  necessity  for  British  manufacturers  of  machinery 
paying  due  attention  to  packing.  They  have  still  to  learn  from 
their  Continental  rivals  in  this  respect. 

The  import  of  sugar,  both  white  and  brown,  last  year  shows 
an  increase  in  quantity,  and  an  increase  in  the  total  value. 
Browns  by  themselves  show  a  decrease  in  value.  The  value  of 
the  import  of  white  sugar,  by  itself,  amounts  to  556,3432.,  as 
against  386,2272.  in  1895.  Prices  were  higher  last  year  than  in 
1895,  and  the  trade  in  white  sugar  from  the  Hong-Kong  refineries 
promises  to  continue  to  grow.  The  importation  of  German  beet 
sugar,  although  not  large,  has  continued. 

According  to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  figures,  deliveries  of 
sugar  of  all  kinds  amounted  to  102,594  tons,  as  against  83,305 
tons  in  1895. 

Of  the  kerosene  imported  last  year,  13,280,000  gallons  were 
American  oil,  and  10,570,000  gallons  Russian.  This  shows  an 
increase  in  American  and  a  decrease  in  Russian.  Total  deliveries 
have  amounted  to  22,769,000  gallons,  a  decrease  of  nearly 
1,000,000  gallons  on  those  of  1895,  the  decrease  being  mainly  in 
American  oil. 

Of  late  years  the  petroleum  industry  in  Echigo  has  been 
receiving  fresh  attention,  and  the  increase  of  refined  petroleum  in 
Japan  may,  to  a  small  extent,  account  for  the  decrease  in 
deliveries  of  imported  oil.  The  latest  figures  to  hand — those, 
namely,  of  1892  and  1893,  show  that  the  total  production  of 
refined  petroleum  in  Japan  had  reached  1,986  tons  in  the  former 
year,  and  1,612  tons  in  the  latter. 


Exports. 

Bawrilk.  The  export  business  in  raw  silk  has  been  characterised  by 

considerable  stagnation,  relieved  in  February  and  April,  and  again 
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in  August  and  October  and  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  by 
periods  of  activity.  The  decrease  observable  in  the  year's  export 
is  largely  due  to  the  shortness  of  the  crop.  In  the  early  summer 
the  weather  was  unfavourable  for  hatching  and  for  the  rearing  of 
the  worms,  and  the  result  was  a  shortness  of  cocoons.  Suspicions 
even  existed  that  the  disease  known  as  "  pebrine "  had  affected 
the  worms.  The  uncertainty  of  the  financial  prospect  in  the 
United  States  during  the  Presidential  election  had  also  an  un- 
favourable effect  on  the  export  to  that  country.  The  total  Total  exPort* 
export  for  the  year  amounted  to  5,225,179  lbs.,  valued  at 
3,123,229/.,  as  against  7,746,723  lbs.,  valued  at  5,185,511/.,  in 
1895.  The  total  supplies  for  the  season  1895-96  amounted  to  Supplies, 
8,433,000  lbs.,  as  against  6,998,700  lbs.  for  the  season  1894-95. im'96- 
Stocks  at  the  end  of  the  year  amounted  to  2,487,333  lbs.,  making, 
together  with  the  export  from  the  opening  of  the  new  season  in 
July  to  the  end  of  the  year,  the  total  available  supplies  for  that 
period  5,619,333  lbs.,  as  against  8,064,000  lbs.  for  the  same  period 
in  1895.  This  reduction  is  mainly,  no  doubt,  attributable  to  the 
shortness  in  the  crop ;  but,  in  part,  it  may  be  accounted  for  by 
the  activity  in  home  manufactures.  ^ 

Attention  has  been  repeatedly  called  to  the  want  of  care  in  the  DefeoUre 
reeling  of  Japan  silk.    The  quality  of  the  silk  is  good,  but  through  reeUng- 
carelessless  in  reeling  the  interests  of  the  reelers  themselves  are 
sacrificed,  and  constant  anxiety  is  caused  to  buyers  at  the  port. 
The  silks  of  Shinshin  are  stated  to  be  those  which  give  most 
trouble  to  inspectors  from  the  above  cause. 

To  endeavour  to  remedy  this  and  other  faults  in  the  prepara-  Inspection  of 
tion  of  the  silk  for  export,  it  was  remarked  in  last  year's  report Bak* 
that  a  conditioning-house  was  being  erected  here  for  the  inspection 
of  silk.    It  would  appear,  however,  that  this  has  not  superseded 
the  old  methods  of  inspection  in  the  exporters'  warehouses. 

The  export  of  wastes  shows  but  little  reduction  on  that  of  Waste  silk. 
1895.     Price  was  in  favour  of  the  export  in  this  case. 

A  separate  place  has  been  assigned  in  the  table  of  exports  Silk 
annexed  to  this  report  to  silk  manufactures,  which  have  hitherto  in*n*factare* 
found  a  place  among  miscellaneous  exports.  The  importance  of 
this  trade  calls  for  such  special  attention  being  given  to  it,  but  the 
actual  figures  of  the  export,  whether  in  handkerchiefs,  "  habuke," 
or  other  silk  manufactures  during  last  year  fall  considerably  short 
of  those  for  the  year  previous.  Various  causes  are  assigned  for 
this:— Excessive  export  in  previous  years,  inferiority  of  the  goods, 
and  the  uncertain  position  in  the  United  States,  which  has  been 
the  chief  customer  of  Japan  for  these  goods. 

The  tea  export  amounted  to  26,315,528  lbs.,  valued  at  To** 
441,082/.,  being  a  decrease  of  over  3,000,000  lbs.  in  quantity,  and 
of  over  126,000/.  sterling  in  value  on  that  of  1895.  Prices  paid 
to  producers  were  full  15  per  cent,  less  than  in  the  previous  year, 
although  the  crop  was  superior  as  also  the  make  of  the  leaf.  The 
producers  appear  to  have  come  to  realise  that  it  is  necessary  to 
devote  care  to  the  preparation  of  the  leaf  if  they  desire  that  their 
teas  retain  favour.    A  large  decrease  has  taken  place  in  basket- 
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Crop.  fired  teas.    This  is  due  to  a  rise  in  the  price  of  this  preparation  in 

the  United  States. 

During  the  opening  months  of  the  season  business  in  the  home 
markets  was  dull,  but  an  impetus  was  given  to  it  by  the  pro- 
bability of  an  increased  tariff  in  the  United  States,  and  a  large 
and  remunerative  business  was  done,  with  results  satisfactory  to 
exporters. 

Cost  of  t  The  cost  of  the  preparation  of  tea  has  largely  increased  in  this 

preparation,  country,  owing  to  the  rise  in  the  price  of  labour,  charcoal,  and 
other  elements  in  this  cost.  It  would  seem  to  follow  from  this — 
seeing  that  the  price  of  tea  has  been  decreasing — that  the  prime 
cost  of  the  raw  teas  must  be  less.  Statistics  show  that  over  50 
per  cent,  more  tea  is  produced  in  the  country  than  there  was  10 
years  ago.  This,  accompanied  as  it  would  appear  to  have  been, 
generally,  with  a  tendency  towards  the  production  of  second-rate 
and  cheap  quality,  may  be  sufficient  to  account  for  the  decline  in 
price. 

Copper.  The  export  of  copper  calls  for  little  remark,  being   almost 

on  a  level  with  that  of  the  previous  year.    The  value  is  rather 
higher. 

Export  of  Cotton  manufacturers  have,  like  silk    manufacturers,    been 

cotton  assigned  a  separate  place  in  the  export  table.    A  considerable 

manufactures.  .      °  *  -i       ,  i       i       -i  •  *       , .  mi 

increase  appears  under  the  heading  of  cotton  yarn.    The  main 

destination  of  this  export  is  China ;  but  a  portion  of  the  export 
of  cotton  flannel  and  cotton  crape  finds  its  way  to  India. 
Exchange  and  Kates  of  exchange  have  shown  less  fluctuation  during  last  year 
currency.  than  at  any  time  since  the  commencement  of  the  rapid  fall  of 
exchange.  silver  as  against  gold.  The  bank  demand  drawing  rate  on  London 
opened  in  January  at  2s.  lfd.  The  highest  point  reached  was  in 
March,  when  it  touched  2s.  3d. ;  the  lowest  in  September,  when  it 
reached  2s.  Of d.  The  closing  quotation  of  the  year  was  2s.  lj^d. 
The  average  for  the  year  was  nearly  2s.  2^d. ;  for  convenience  in 
calculations  in  this  report  it  has  been  taken  at  2s.  2d.  Tin; 
fluctuations  have  thus  been  about  4£  per  cent,  above  and  3£  f tr 
cent,  below  the  mean;  or  just  over  a  range  of  8  per  cent,  in  all. 
Owing  to  the  cheapness  of  money  in  London  during  the  first  half 
of  the  year,  and  longer,  the  banks  granted  telegraphic  transfers  in 
sterling  at  their  quotations  for  demand  bills. 

Money  was  plentiful  with  the  foreign  banks  in  the  first  part  of 
the  year,  less  so  the  last  three  months.  Amongst  Japanese,  money 
has  been  dear,  some  of  the  principal  Japanese  banks  having  for 
some  time  been  offering  5  J  and  6  per  cent  interest  on  12  months' 
fixed  deposits. 
Gold  standard.  Public  attention  has  already  been  called  to  the  fact  of  the 
passing  of  a  Bill,  during  the  last  session  of  the  Diet,  for  the  intro- 
duction of  a  gold  standard  in  Japan.  The  unit  of  value  is  to  be  a 
gold  dollar  of  the  value  of  slightly  more  than  2s.  0£d.  For  a  time 
the  silver  yen  or  dollar  remains  a  legal  tender  side  by  side  with 
the  new  gold  coinage.  Meantime  the  Mint  is  closed  to  the  coinage 
of  silver  yen,  and  open  to  gold.  The  new  coinage  is  to  come 
into  use  from  October  1  next     As  a  preparation,  no  doubt,  for 
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this  change,  movements  have  been  for  some  time  observable 
in  the  direction  of  the  increase  of  the  gold  deposit  in  the  Bank  of 
Japan. 

A  principal  object  of  the  measure  is  probably  to  facilitate  the 
financial  operations  of  the  Government  in  connection  with  the 
West.  A  result  of  it  must  be  greatly  to  steady  exchange  as 
between  Japan  and  other  gold  countries.  An  argument  raised 
against  the  measure  has  been  that  it  would  do  away  with  the 
advantage  which  Japan  has  reaped,  in  the  development  of  her 
manufactures,  by  the  possession  of  a  silver  standard.  No  doubt 
such  an  advantage  was  very  great  while  silver  continued  to  fall 
in  its  relation  to  gold,  and  the  silver  prices  of  the  necessaries  of 
life  and  of  labour  had  not  yet  appreciably  risen;  but  it  can 
hardly  be  doubted  that  the  effect  of  this  fall  has  now  exhausted 
itself ;  and,  so,  that  Japan  has  already  gained  what  was  to  be 
gained  by  her  from  the  fall  of  silver — whether  as  affecting  the 
development  of  her  manufactures,  or  as  stimulating  her  export 
trade.  What  the  further  effects,  to  her  and  to  her  foreign  trade, 
may  be  of  the  adoption  of  a  gold  standard  it  would  probably  be 
premature  to  attempt  to  discuss.  S 

Last  year  there  entered  this  port  2,085  merchant  ships,  of  an  Shipping : 
aggregate  of  2,757,335  tons,  as  against  1,658  vessels,  of  1,953,081 
tons  in  1895,  2,031  vessels,  of  2,002,248  tons,  in  1894,  and  2,159 
vessels,  of  2,063,932  tons,  in  1893.     It  is  necessary  to  go  thus 
far  back  in  time  in  order  to  institute  a  proper  comparison  with 
previous  years,  because  from  the  year  1894  the  ordinary  course  of 
entries  became  disturbed  by  the  war  between  this  country  and  v 
China.     Comparing  the  entries  of  last  year  with  those  of  1893,  it 
appears  that  there  has  beeu  a  decrease  during  the  former-named 
year,  as  compared  with  the  latter,  of  74  vessels,  but  an  increase  of  v 
693,404  tons  in  the  tonnage.     This  shows  that  a  larger  class  of 
vessels  has  now  come  to  be  employed  in  the  trade  of  the  port. 

To  obtain  a  fair  estimate  of  the  relative  increase  of  the 
shipping  trade  of  the  port  under  different  flags,  it  becomes 
necessary,  in  the  same  way,  to  go  back  to  the  year  1893.  The  British 
number  of  British  vessels  which  entered  the  port  last  year  shipping, 
amounted  to  435,  of  an  aggregate  of  894,681  tons.  This  is  less 
than  the  number  and  tonnage  in  1895,  and  the  number  is  less 
than  that  in  1894,  while  the  tonnage  is  somewhat  greater  than  in 
that  year.  The  relative  decrease  last  year  is  to  be  accounted  for 
by  the  fact  that  in  1894  and  1895  a  considerable  number  of 
British  steamers  were  employed  on  coast  charters,  to  supply  the 
places  of  the  Japanese  steamers  which  had  been  taken  up  by  the  / 
Government  to  serve  as  transports  during  the  war.  The  number 
and  tonnage  of  British  steamers  entering  the  port  in  those  years 
thus  became  abnormally  high.  On  going  back  to  the  year  1893, 
it  is  found  that  there  entered  in  that  year  337  vessels,  of  631,629 
tons.  The  increase  in  last  year's  British  shipping  over  that  in 
1893  thus  amounts  to  29  per  cent,  in  the  number,  and  nearly  42 
per  cent,  in  the  tonnage. 

Under  the  Japanese  flag  there  entered  last  year  1,461  vessels,  of  Japanese. 
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a  total  tonnage  of  1,541,245  tons.  In  1893  the  number  of  vessels 
was  1,677,  and  the  tonnage  1,172,140  tons.  The  increase  in  size 
of  the  vessels  flying  the  Japanese  flag  is  very  noticeable  from 
these  figures.  A  great  expansion  has  been  taking  place  of  late  in 
Japanese  steam  navigation  to  foreign  countries,  and  further 
extensions  are  proposed.  Only  the  lines  taking  their  departure 
from  this  port  are  here  enumerated. 

A  monthly  service  to  London  and  Antwerp,  calling  at  inter- 
mediate ports,  was  inaugurated  last  year  by  the  Nippon  Yusen 
Kaisha.  Six  new  steamers,  of  6,000  tons  gross  register,  were 
ordered  for  this  line  in  England.  Three  of  these  have  now  been 
put  on  the  line,  the  others  are  under  construction.  A  monthly 
service  by  the  same  company  to  Seattle,  State  of  Washington,  viA 
Honolulu,  was  inaugurated  in  August  last,  to  run  in  connection 
with  the  Great  Northern  .Railroad.  This  service  is  to  be  extended 
to  a  fortnightly  one,  and  six  new  steamers  placed  on  the  line.  A 
monthly  service  to  Australia  also  was  commenced  in  October. 
On  this  service  several  large  new  steamers  are  to  be  employed.  A 
four-weekly  service  is  maintained  by  this  company  between 
Yokohama  and  Bombay,  and  the  old  established  weekly  service 
to  Shanghai  continues.  A  single  steamer  keeps  up  communication 
with  Manila,  vifi  the  China  Coast  and  Formosa. 

Towards  the  end  of  last  session  of  the  Diet,  a  Bill  was 
introduced  by  the  Government  for  the  granting  of  a  special 
subsidy  to  this  company  to  enable  it  to  carry  out  its  extended 
programme.  The  session  ended  without  the  Bill  having  passed 
the  Diet,  and  what  the  result  will  be  on  the  proposed  operations 
of  the  company  is  not  yet  apparent. 

The  Toyo  Kaisha  (Oriental  Company)  have  contracted  for  three 
steamers  to  be  used  in  the  Pacific  trade.  They  are  to  be  17  to 
18 -knot  steamers  of  about  5,000  tons,  and  to  have  good  passenger 
accommodation.  The  steamers  will  probably  connect  with  Port- 
land, Oregon,  or  with  San  Francisco,  and  the  first  is  to  be  ready 
about  the  end  of  this  year.  Additions  to  the  service  will  probably 
take  place  later. 

During  the  year,  three  British  vessels  were  sold  and  transferred 
at  thi3  port  to  the  Japanese  flag,  for  a  total  sum  of  79,700/. 

Under  the  German  flag  there  entered  last  year  80  vessels,  of 
140,621  tons,  as  against  53  vessels,  of  92,249  tons,  in  1893. 

Under  the  United  States  and  French  flags  the  entries  and 
tonnage  remain  almost  stationary.  Last  year,  18  entries,  of 
20,015  tons  appear  under  the  Norwegian  flag,  as  against  22  entries, 
of  22,463  tons,  in  1885. 

Under  the  British  flag  there  entered,  steamers  from  the  United 
Kingdom,  133 ;  from  New  York,  14 ;  from  Hamburg  and  Antwerp, 
13 ;  from  San  Francisco,  33 ;  from  Vancouver,  15  ;  from  B^toum,  9 ; 
from  Victoria,  B.C.,  and  Tacoma,  17;  from  Portland,  Oregon,  14; 
and  from  other  ports,  mainly  from  Hong-Kong  and  the  China 
and  Japan  coasts,  169;  and,  sailing  vessels  from  the  United 
Kingdom,  4;  from  New  York,  8 ;  from  Victoria,  B.C.,  11  (sealers); 
from  South  America,  1 ;  from  Guam,  3 :  and  from  sealing  cruise,  1. 
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Silk  freights  to  European  ports  by  the  regular  mail  steamship  silk  freight* 
lines  stood  at  8  dol.  during  the  year;  to  New  York,  by  Pacific 
steamers  and  rail,  at  4  and  3  c.  per  lb.  gross.     Tea  freights  to  Tea  freights, 
eastern  cities  of  the  United  States  and  Canada,  by  Pacific  steamers 
and  rail,  varied  from  1  to  2,  1^  to  1\  c.  throughout  the  year. 
To  ports  on  the  Pacific  Coast  of  North  America,  the  steamer  rate 
was  8  dol.  per  ton ;  and,  by  Suez  Canal  route,  to  New  York,  the 
rate  from  January  to  April  was  2/.  15*.    For  general  merchandise  General 
the  rates  to  London  were,  by  Peninsular  and  Oriental  steamers,  freight*. 
11  15s. ;  by  Messageries  Maritimes  steamers,  21.  5s.;  by  Nord- 
Deutschen-Uoyd    steamers,    21.   2s.   Crf,;    by    Ocean    Steamship 
Company's  steamers,  1/.  15s. ;  by  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  steamers, 
1/.  10s.  9c?.;  and  by  other  Suez   Canal  steamers,  from  1/.  15s. 
to  2/. 

To  New  York,  general  freights,  »by  Pacific  Steamers  and  rail, 
ranged  from  11  to  16  dol.  per  ton  measurement;  by  Suez  Canal 
steamers  the  rate  was  21.  5s.  To  San  Francisco  and  Vancouver 
the  rates  were  10  and  11  dol.  To  Bombay,  general  freights,  by 
Peninsular  and  Oriental  and  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  steamers  stood 
at  7  dol,  50  c. ;  for  silk  goods  the  rate  by  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
steamers  was  20  dol.  / 

Active  operations  on  the  harbour  works  wliich,  on  account  of  Harbour 
the  money  to  complete  the  works  not  having  been  voted,  had  been  J0^aQ<l 
suspended  from  July,  1894,  were  resumed  in  February,  1895 ;  and,  Harbour 
at  the  end  of  May  of  last  year,  the  breakwater  was  completed.        work*. 

The  project  for  the  construction  of  graving  docks  at  this  place,  Graving 
which  has  been  alluded  to  in  previous  reports,  has  now  taken  °°  "" 
shape,  and  the  work  of  their  construction  is  going  on.  The  Dock 
Company  propose  to  build  four  docks  in  all,  but  of  these  only  two 
have  been  cpmmenced.  The  one  known  as  "No.  2  Dock"  was 
begun  in  January,  1895,  and  has  now  been  completed  and  opened 
for  the  reception  of  vessels.  "  No.  1  Dock "  was  commenced  in 
July  of  last  year,  and  will  likely  be  finished  in  December,  1898. 

The  capital  already  subscribed  by  the  company  is  1,500,000 
dol. 

The  dimensions  of  No.  2  dock  are  as  follows: — Length  on 
blocks  351  feet ;  outside  caisson  to  top  of  dock  400  feet.  Width 
of  entrance  at  top  60  feet,  at  bottom  45  feet.  Whole  depth  of 
dock,  inside,  35  feet ;  on  sill  31  feet.  Depth  of  water  on  sill  and 
blocks  at  springs  27  feet,  at  low  water  19  feet  8  inches. 

The  dimensions  of  No.  1  dock  are  to  be  as  follows  : — Length 
on  blocks  478  feet;  outside  caisson  to  top  of  dock  518  feet. 
Width  of  entrance  at  top  93  feet;  at  bottom  75  feet.  Whole 
depth  of  dock,  inside,  38  feet ;  on  sill  34  feet.  Depth  of  water 
on  sill  and  blocks,  30  feet  at  springs,  at  low  water  22  feet 
7  inches. 

The  same  company  has  purchased  the  engineering  works  here  Engineering 
hitherto  owned  by  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha.     The  machinery  of  workshops, 
these  works  will  be  transferred  to  the  vicinity  of  the  new  docks  ; 
and  it  is  intended,  in  time,  to  have  workshops  in  connection  with 
the  docks  fully  equipped  with  all  appliances  necessary  for  the 
repair  of  marine  machinery  and  ships. 
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Maga  Docks.  There  are  also  being  constructed  by  private  enterprise,  at  the 
Port  of  Maga,  near  the  entrance  to  the  Bay  of  Tokio,  two  docks 
— the  first  of  which  is  being  built  by  the  Ishikawajima  Dock 
Company,  of  Tokio,  and  is  to  be  of  the  following  dimensions : — 
Length  on  blocks,  410  feet ;  outside  caisson  to  top  of  dock,  435 
feet.  Width  of  entrance  at  top  66  feet,  at  bottom  54  feet ;  width 
inside  85  feet.  Depth  on  sill  at  high-water  springs,  26  feet ;  mean 
depth  on  sill  23  feet,  when  dredging  is  completed.  This  dock  Was 
commenced  in  March,  1896,  and  is  expected  to  be  completed  in 
March,  1898,  at  a  cost  of  500,000  dol.  Workshops  at  a  cost  of 
300,000  doL  are  to  be  erected  in  connection  with  this  dock  also, 
and  are  to  be  furnished  with  all  the  requisite  appliances.  The 
second  dock  is  being  built  by  a  new  company,  and  is  -to  be  of 
dimensions  similar  to  those  of  the  first.  The  subscribed  capital  is 
1,000,000  dol.  'This  dock  was  commenced  in  April,  1896,  and  is 
to  be  finished  about  April,  1898. 

Population.  The  Japanese    population  of    the    town  of    Yokohama,  on 

December  31,  amounted  to  179,484  persons ;  and  of  the  town  of 
Kanagawa  to  17,125,  or  196,609  persons  in  all,  an  increase  of 
9,409  persons  during  the  year  1896. 

The  foreign  population  of  Yokohama,  exclusive  of  Chinese, 
amounted,  on  the  same  date,  to  1,827  persons,  of  whom  868  were 
British.  This  shows  an  increase  during  the  12  months  of  82  per- 
sons in  the  general  foreign  population,  and  of  62  in  the  British  by 
itself. 

The  Chinese  population  is  returned  at  2,268,  which  is  still 
more  than  1,000  less  than  the  number  before  the  war. 

Railways.  The  Eeport  for  1896  of  the  Bailway  Bureau  is  not  yet  pro- 

curable ;  but,  according  to  that  for  1895,  there  were,  at  the  end  of 
that  year,  in  the  whole  of  the  Empire  2,290  miles  of  railway  open 
to  traffic,  and  1,368  miles  under  construction.  During  the  same 
year  the  passenger  traffic  on  the  State  railways  showed  an  increase 
of  26  per  cent.,  and  the  goods  traffic  an  increase  of  88  per  cent. 
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Annex  1. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Yokohama 
during  the  Years  1896-95. 


Articles. 


Cotton  manufactures- 
Chintzes  (prints) 

Drills       

Sateens „, 

Shirtings- 
Dyed    

Grey     

Twilled  

White 

T-eloths 

Thread 

Turkey  reds       

Velvets 

Victoria  lawns , 

Yarn,  cotton      » 

Sundries 

Total     

Woollen  manufactures  — 

Blankets ~ 

Clo&hs      

„     (part  wool)        

Flannels 

Italian  cloths     

alousseUnc  dc  laioe     

Serges      

Yarn        

Sundries    (inclnaing     cotton 
and  woollen  mixtures) 

Total     

Hetals  and  manufactures  of— 

Copper  tubes     

Iron— 

Bar  and  rod 

Galvanised  sheet      

Nails 

«K       

Pil»es  and  tubes        

1'late  and  sheet        

Rail      

hallway  materials 

Hoofing,  or  corrugated  and 
galvanised 

Screws,  bolts,  nuts,  &c. 

Various  

Ware 

Lead,  sheet  and  tea     

Quicksilver        

Steel        

„    wire  rope 

„    ware         

,,    wire  

Tvlegraph  aire 

Tin  plates  

Umbrella  ribs  or  frames 

Zinc         

Sundries 

Total 

Sugar- 
Brown      

White      

Sundry    .„       

Total 

Kerosene  oil         

Uisce'laneous,  western- 
Acid,  salicylic 


Yards 


Lbs. 
Yards 


Lbs. 


Lbs. 
Yards 


Tons 


Tons 


Tons 


Tons 


Tons 


Tons 


Gallons* 


Lbs. 


1896. 

1895. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

I 

£ 

£ 

1    7,896,500 

87,787 

2,086,180 

22,355 

1,744,806 

28,767 

3,098,644 

47,846 

!    8,807,707 

i 

67,596 

693,871 

12,825 

'    1,594,628 

18,881 

33,506,466 

290,615 

23,292,'754 

172,568 

1,014,176 

11,337 

... 

4,083,059 

43,403 

2,747,191 

27,088 

1,168,832 

10,177 

1,895,968 

17,306 

83,451 

•       P.437 

176,732 

15,798 

2,299,918 

22,579 

2,782,368 

23,214 

2,646,301 

62,978 

1,067,3(39 

24,560 

1,957,178 

13,338 

924.273 

6,181 

15,147,160 

760,132 

9,5C5,765 

402,064 

... 

48,439 

25,100 

1,474,396 

... 

796,900 

2,369,225 

166,597 

2,160,612 

140,679 

2,015,167 

285,944 

1,641,283 

255,841 

778,043 

53,419 

159,263 

9,838 

4,060,68* 

151,681 

1,813,613 

65,627 

4,598,759 

158,656 

1,644,944 

50,976 

15,451,991 

285,(»24 

7,281,236 

136,631 

237,152 

23,257 

131,661 

11,228 

919,341 

86,007 

97a,468 

81,606 

29,750 

... 

26,617 

1,240,341 

778,443 

... 

6,352 

6,766 

28,089 

133,701 

24,497 

117,686 

1,282 

17,701 

648 

6,925 

9,248 

83,081 

7,299 

67,154 

11,006 

21,299 

15,631 

29,128 

... 

83,632 

17,506 

11.109 

62,171 

7\533 

45,758 

30,052 

132,252 

15,6&0 

68,409 

68,357 

— 

80,080 

1,869 

22,6S6 
5,728 

669 

6,188 

19,938 

11*821 

... 

18,884 

... 

33,392 

1,886 

24,334 

2,688 

31,411 

37 

7,358 

31 

6,168 

?,826 

62,033 

2,838 

88,814 

179 

6,360 

... 

... 

... 

9,132 

... 

16,015 

268 

6,816 

... 

... 

5,152 

43,585 

... 

... 

19,381 

2*' 137 

17,987 

8,688 

... 

12,963 

... 

23,852 

"^ 

87,414 

... 

88,787 

... 

986,155 

... 

717,673 

89,785 

258,367 

68,785 

843,746 

39,882 

556,343 

86,103 

886,227 

9,985 

7,765 

824,695 

... 

737,728 

.  28,864,812 

290,077 

20,767,688 

200,684 

72,472 

8,616 

88,485 

11,704 

*  United  States  gallons  of  231  cubic  Inches. 
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Return  of  Trincipal  Articles  of  Import  to  Yokohama  during  the 
Years  1896-95 — continued 


Articles. 

1896. 

1895. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Miscellaneous,  western— contd.— 

£ 

£ 

Alcohol « 

Lbs. 

6,420,321 

41,591 

4,788,900 

88,254 

Arms  and  munitions  of  war  ... 

... 

... 

44,528 

167,849 

Bismuth,  snbnlirate  of 

Lbs. 

43,684 

6,851 

98tSiZ 

7,162 

Books      .. 

Number  ... 

2*20,567 

14,746 

106,747 

8,796 

Butter     ...       ... 

Lbs.        „. 

143,880 

6,209 

149,188 

6,094 

Candles ~ 

Tarda      '.7. 

658,787 

9,139 

939,924 

!H* 

Canvas    — 

771,281 

17,911 

648,472 

16,081 

Carpets 

... 

10,556 

••• 

6,909 

Carriages  and  parts  of  .„ 

... 

.» 

8,252 

... 

Cigarettr*          - 

... 

67,802 

80,185 

Clocks  and  fittings  of  ... 

•      ... 

... 

22,132 

... 

10,416 

Clothing  and  haberdashery  ... 

... 

... 

48,217 

36.826 

Coal         ... 

Tons 

13,712 

18,124 

18^646 

12,049 

Corks      

... 

... 

8,484 

Cutlery ~       •» 

7,577 

... 

Drags,  chemicals,  &c.«. 

... 

... 

76,016 

78,299 

Dyes,  alizarine 

Lbs. 

07,556 

18,158 

187,*672 

19,878 

„     aniline     

1,                                 *M 

860,104 

64,730 

449,796 

84,618 

„     and  paints         

16,646 

... 

82,017 

Dynamite          

Lbs."'     ... 

197,188 

8,962 

468,621 

16,701 

Engines,  steam  boilers,  Ac.  ... 
Flax  and  hemp  yarn 

... 

... 

22,025 

... 

24,626 

Lbs.         m 

188,826 

9,796 

92,128 

4,862 

Flour       

„ 

22,787,790 

78,412 

11,323.289 

83,001 

Glass  and  glassware    

Handkerchiefs  ...       

... 

88,727 

20,884 

•M 

... 

26,328 

... 

10.231 

Hats  and  caps 

Dozens    ... 

12,157 

16,340 

4,367 

6,728 

Indlarubber  ware        ...       ... 

... 

... 

20,463 

... 

16,840 

Indigo,  dry 

Lbs. 

1,270,019 

116,641 

584,011 

60,024 

Implements,  carpenters',  Ac.... 

... 

6,023 

... 

Instruments — 

Photographic  „. 

... 

... 

12.050 

... 

10,484 

Surrey  ing      

... 

... 

10,707 

... 

Various         

... 

•  M 

27,068 

26,895 

Linen      

Tarda 

868,056 

9,919 

602J817 

10,486 

Loco  uotive      engines      and 

fittings 

... 

... 

9u,466 

72,082 

Logwood,  extract  of    ... 

Lbs. 

1,876,022 

28,158 

77S/275 

13,138 

Machinery— 

Dynamo-electric,  and  parts 

of      ~ 

... 

47,551 

... 

24,807 

Paper  making 

Spinning        

... 

14.356 

*.. 

•  M 

... 

... 

60,767 

.M 

28,867 

Weaving        

•M 

... 

17,741 

M. 

6,618 

Various          

•  M 

M. 

110,008 

... 

47,464 

Microscopes       

Number  ... 

1,669 

12,195 

... 

... 

Milk,  condensed 

... 

••• 

12,876 

... 

8,788 

Oil  and  wax,  various 

... 

... 

20,098 

16,061 

Paint  in  oil        

Lbs. 

1,790,056 

15,477 

1,880^041 

16,760 

Paper,  printing 

tt           ••• 

6,929,219 

47,779 

1,208,853 

19,494 

Potash     

... 

... 

13,689 

... 

13,279 

Provisions  and  stores 

... 

•  M 

89,928 

... 

43,817 

Pumps  and  parts  of     „• 
Quinine 

... 

... 

11,614 

... 

5,887 

Ozs. 

152,950 

8,786 

177,876 

9,944 

Hallway  carriages  and  parts 

of         

•M 

••• 

31,611 

... 

48,689 

Saltpetre...       ...       ~* 

Tons 

1,048 

16,963 

1,585 

19,862 

Silk-faced  satins 

Yards      ... 

118,852 

8,929 

19,649 

1,461 

Silk  and  cotton  mixtures 

Pieces.    ... 

8,486 

9,764 

... 

Soda,  bicarbonate  of    ... 

Lbs. 

2,016,767 

6,669 

... 

Stationery  and  paper,  various 

•  M 

... 

54, 962 

... 

37J03l 

Steamers 

Number  ... 

4 

87,227 

16 

230,209 

Textile  fabric*,  various 

... 

m 

78,025 

... 

M. 

Tobacco,  prepared,  Including 

cigars 

Lbs. 

190,981 

19,185 

110,820 

19,808 

Watches,  and  fittings  of 

... 

•  M 

148,901 

... 

81,868 

Wines  and  spirits        «. 

•— 

... 

62,166 

... 

67,788 

wool        ...         ...        »m         ••• 

Lbs.         »»• 

2,834,216 

88,072 

2,906,377 

106,450 

Sundries 

... 

... 

180,163 

•- 

227,614 

Total    ... 

... 

2,186,224 

•  M 

1,901,059 

Miscellaneous,  eastern— 

Beans,  pease,  and  pulse 

Lbs. 

12,585,158 

21,155 

6,179,169 

12,043 

Cotton,  raw  and  on  the  seeds... 

t»           ••• 

29,805,746 

442,478 

26,700,233 

362,611 

Drugs  and  medicines 

... 

68,340    ! 

... 

68,488 
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Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Yokohama  during  the 
Years  1896-95 — continued. 


1896. 

1895. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

1     Vslue. 

Miscellaneous,  eastern— contd.— 

£ 

£ 

Dyes  and  paint* 

... 

... 

12,343 

•w 

... 

Eggs,  fresh        

... 

... 

15,884 

... 

•  M 

Flax,  hemp,  and  jute 

Lbs. 

6,053,961 

41,808 

4,575,933 

33,999 

Hair,  horns,  and  skins 

... 

... 

17,145 

13,530 

Leather    ...        .„        

Lbs. 

2,236.798 

121,832 

1,731,695 

102,386 

Mats,  packing 

Number  ... 

1,170,600 

7,160 

1,359,730 

7,425 

Oil-cake 

Tons 

Baw  silk,  cocoons,  floss-silk, 

7,993 

22,961 

4,307 

10,630 

Ac 

Lbs. 

615,204 

20,914 

246,165 

25,818 

Bice         

Tons 

11,296 

59,796 

9,763 

43,071 

Silk  and  satin  piece-goods     ... 

Pieces      ... 

16,395 

12,750 

... 

Timber    _       «.       

11,691 

... 

7,036 

Teeth,  elephant 

Lbs."      ... 

36J8I9 

8,159 

32,540 

8,651 

Tortoise-shells 

»*           ••• 

9,035 

6,180 

10,532 

5,447 

Sundries  ...       ...       

Z 

61,091 

79,004 

Total    

941,686 

... 

760,139 

Japanese  produce  ..       

... 

5,060 

~ 

3,466 

Recapitulation- 

Cotton  manufactures  ... 

... 

1,474,396 

... 

796,900 

Woollen  manufactures 

... 

... 

1,240,344 

... 

778,443 

Metals     ...       

... 

... 

986,155 

717,673 

Sugar 

<*• 

... 

824,695 

737,728 

Kerosene  oil 

... 

... 

290,077 

... 

200,634 

Miscellaneous— 

Western         

... 

... 

2,186,224 

... 

1,601,059 

Eastern          

... 

... 

941,686 

... 

760,189 

Japanese  produce       

... 

... 

5,060 

... 

3,466 

Grand  total    

... 

7,948,637 

... 

5,896,042 

; 


(4) 
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Annex  2.— Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  the  Port 
of  Yokohama  during  the  Years  1896-95. 


1896. 

1895. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Silk— 

« 

£ 

Eaw         

Lbs. 

5,225,179 

3,123,229 

7,746,723 

6,185,511 

Koshi      ...       .„       

»»           ••• 

2,146,605 

133,631 

2.011.940 

137,217 

Waste      

,,           ... 

2,324,150 

114,773 

2,497,364 

137,235 

Sundry 

»»           ••• 

29,567 

1,907 

70,413 

1,107 

Total 

... 

9,729,491 

8,373,640 

12,326,440 

5,461,070 

Silk,  manufactured— 

Handkerchiefs 

Manufactures,  others 

Dozens    .. 

1,687,964 

490  131 
62,848 

1,826,926 

5m9,334 
89,934 

Piece-goods,  habutae 

Pieces 

412*619 

721,769 

621*671 

901,926 

„           other       

it 

21,744 

25,519 

119,306 

159,564 

Total    

... 

1,290,267 

... 

1,720,758 

Cccoons,  including  pierced  and 

waste       

Lbs. 

80,425 

5,494 

234,166 

19,324 

Tea- 

Green,  pan  fired          ... 

ii           ••• 

17,952,884 

844,770 

19,614,129 

421,609 

„       basket  fired      .M 

ii 

3,954,701 

74,984 

5,400,459 

121,613 

Dust        

ii           ... 

3,757,569 

15,509 

4,227,491 

18.722 

Sundry 

ii 

Tons 
n           ••• 

647,374 

6,819 

436,851 

5,3c* 

Toial    ...        

26,315,628 

441,082 

29,67<?,980 

667,332 

Bice 

170 

1,422 

76 

614 

Coal 

42,061 

26,631 

31,8*0 

22,463 

Copper        ...       

7,211 

280,206 

7,720 

279,372 

Fish  and  shell  fish,  dried  and 

various 

Lbs. 

6,010,428 

83,690 

4,870,857 

77,505 

Cotton  manufactures — 

Yarn        

ii 

2,252,218 

58,818 

841,937 

18,130 

Crape  fChijimi) 

Pieces      ... 

280,768 

30,161 

Cotton  flannel 

ii          ••• 

79,812 

13,878 

Piece-goods       

44,969 

6,325 

895*682 

64*963 

Total 

... 

108,682 

... 

73,098 

Miscellaneous — 

Antimony  ware 

... 

... 

7,839 

9,212 

Bamboo  ware    

... 

... 

7,283 

Bronze  ware      

Clothing,  apparel,  Ac. 

... 

... 

10,141 
21,222 

'.'*. 

18*694 

37,014 
7,319 
6,791 

Dings,  medicines,  dyes,  Ac. ... 

... 

7,335 

Fans         

Number  ... 

1,760*688 

7,594 

2,126*522 

Fi*h-oil ;        

Furniture          

Tuns 

3,102 

81,157 
6,590 

6,862 

51,813 
8,334 

Futs        

Ginger     

Lbs."      ... 

1,267*518 

22,688 
7,029 

15,328 

GiriBeng  ...        

Ground  nuts     ...       ... 

it 

270,621 
2,162,661 

29,405 
5,899 

270,128 

27,027 

Hats  and  caps 

Dozens    ... 

22,865 

5,617 

... 

Iriko,  Beche-de-Mer    

Ivory  ware        

Jinrikisha          

Lbs. 
Number  ... 

626.9S9 
4,265 

15,441 
9,303 
10,229 

619,-16 
4,*431 

1*4*458 
10,895 
10,719 

Lacquered  ware          

... 

... 

81,976 

90,729 

Leather  ware  (imitation) 

... 

... 

6,139 

Lily  bulbs          

... 

11,007 

8.766 

Manganese        

Matches 

Lbs. 
Gross 

30,011, 634 

188,865 

20,386 
6,723 

24,383,137 
428,129 

14,686 
11,698 

Menthol  crystal 

Metal  ware         

Lbs. 

70,757 

30,726 
27.410 

37,518 

19,779 

Mushrooms       ...        <M 
Paper,  various  ...       .«       •.. 

Lbs. 

649,475 

17,019 
39,710 

459*596 

14,158 
82,131 

„      ware      

Peppermint  oil 

Porcelain  and  earthenware  ... 
Provisions         ...        ...       ... 

Lbs."      ... 

91,073 

34,182 
19,861 
79,466 
83,560 

3*9*537 

26,828 
11,460 
81,529 

Seaweed,  cut  and  various     ... 
Sbippo  ware,  or  cloisonne     ... 

Lbs.*"      ... 

18,5981940 

24,919 
11,821 

11,369*189 

20*842 
12,115 
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Eetukn  of    Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  the  Port  of 
Yokohama  during  the  Years  1896-95 — continued. 


Articles. 

* 

j                  1896. 

1895. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Miscellaneous— continued. 

Soy          

6,091 

... 

Straw  plaits 

Bundles  ... 

2,952,'802 

111,916 

2,167,861 

81,307 

Sulphur 

Lbs. 

8,667,672 

9,403 

*M 

Tobacco  leaf      

,,           ••• 

942,904 

10,841 

837,612 

8,005 

Umbrellas  (European  style)  .. 

Number  .. 

164,610 

9,236 

230,883 

12,991 

Wooden  ware    

... 

... 

32,841 

... 

86.668 

Sundiies 

... 

... 

206,843 

... 

236,418 

Total 

... 

1,035,730 

... 

932,097 

Foreign    produce   and   manu- 

factures   

... 

37,101 

82,142 

Becapitulat  ion- 

Silk,  raw,  &c 

... 

... 

3,373,640 

... 

5,461,070 

„    manufactures      

... 

... 

1,290,267 

... 

1,720,768 

Cocoons 

... 

... 

6,494 

,., 

19,321 

Tea          

... 

... 

441,082 

... 

567,332 

itice         

... 

... 

1,422 

... 

614 

Coal        »• 

... 

26,631 

... 

22,463 

Copper    

... 

... 

280,206 

... 

279,372 

Fish         

... 

83,690 

... 

77,505 

Cotton  manufactures 

••• 

... 

108,682 

»*. 

73,093 

Miscellaneous 

... 

... 

1,035,730 

... 

932,097 

Foreign  produce  and  manu- 

factures          

... 

... 

87,101 

... 

32,142 

Grand  total    

... 

6,688,746 

... 

9,185,760 

Annex  3. — Eetukn  of  British  Trade  with  Yokohama  during 
the  Years  1896-95. 


Country. 

1896. 

1895. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 

Great  Britain 
Canada  and  other 
British  America 

Australia 

Kong-Kong 
British  India 

£ 
3,524,641 

1,941 
49,915 
456,677 
476,474 

£ 
507,628 

100,266 
25,694 
459,150 
214,752 

£ 

4,032,269 

102,207 

76,609 

915,727 

691,226 

£ 
2,667,984 

726 

82,754 

404,962 

279,853 

£ 
462,911 

128,766 

18,082 

485,018 

193,483 

£ 
3,130,895 

129,492 

100,836 
839,975 
473,336 

Total 

4,609,548 

1,307,490 

6,817,088 

3,436,279 

1,238,255 

4,674,584 
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JAPAN. 


Annex  4. — Return  of  Shipping  Entered  at  the  Port  of  Yokohama 
(Kanagawa)  during  the  Year  1896. 


Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total 

1896. 



' 

Total  ton- 

Nationality. 

I 

, 

nage,  1895. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

dumber  of 
1  Vessels. 

,      Tons. 

Britten       

407 

866  228 

28 

28,453 

!          435 

I     894,681 

1,259,531 

Japanese 

1,394 

1,524,544 

€7 

16,701 

1       1,461 

1,541,245 

275,646 

German      

76 

131,467 

4 

9,154 

80 

14^,621 

236,007 

American  (United 

States)     

91 

82,569 

24 

19,783 

!            55 

102,352 

C7.261 

French 

26 

50,388 

26 

50,388 

53.C09 

Norwegian 

16 

16,706 

2 

3,309 

t            18 

£0,015 

21,463 

Dutch         

1 

1,636 

... 

1 

1,536 

3,708 

Spanish      

6 

4,170 

I              6 

4,170 

8,635 

Corean       

1 

444 

... 

1              1 

444 

444 

Russian      

... 

1 

377 

1              1 

377 

377 

Chinese      

1 
1,959 

1.5C6 
2,679,558 

... 

... 

1              « 

1.506 

... 

Total 

126 

77,777 

|       2,085 

2,757,335 

1,953,081 

Annex  5. — Return  of  British  and  other  Foreign  Residents  and 
Firms*  at  the  Port  of  Yokohama  (Kanagawa)  on  Decem- 
ber 31, 1896. 


Nationality. 

Number  of 
Residents. 

Number  of 
Firms. 

British 

American  (United  States) 
Austro-Hungarian         .  • 

Belgian 

Chinese   ..         ..         •• 
Danish    ..         ..         ••         .. 

Dutch 

French    ••         

German  . ,         .. 

Hawaiian           ..         ..         •• 

Italian 

Mexican 

Portuguese         

Russian  ..         .'.         .. 

Spanish 

Swedish  and  Norwegian 
Swiss 

868 

322 

21 

4 

2,268 

22 

44 

107 

181 

10 

24 

1 

80 

.      27 

23 

28 

65 

89 

38 

3 

No  return 

1 

8 

30 

30 

2 
2 

*8 

Total 

4,095 

211* 

Not  including  Chinese  firms. 
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No. 
1695. 
1696. 
1697. 
1698. 
1699. 
1700. 
1701. 
1702. 
1703. 
1704. 
1705. 
1706. 
1707. 
1708. 
1709. 
1710. 
1711. 
1712. 
1713. 
1714. 
1716. 
1716. 
1717. 
1718. 
1719. 
1720. 
1721. 
1722. 
172& 
1724. 
1725. 
1726. 
1727. 
1728. 
1729. 
1730. 
1731. 
1732. 
1733. 
1784. 
1735. 
1736. 
1737. 
1738. 
17S9. 
1740. 
1741. 
1742. 
1743. 
1744. 
1745. 
1746. 
1747. 
1748. 
1749. 
1750. 
1751. 
1752. 
1753. 


Price. 

Tokio            3d. 

Marseilles Id. 

Manila          Id. 

Jerusalem     ..         ..         ..  Id. 

Cherbourg 2d. 

Leghorn       l|d. 

Boston          ..         ..         . .  lid. 

Kiungchow  ..         . .         ..  Id. 

Naples         2|d. 

Stockholm 2d. 

Corunna       2d. 

Rio  de  Janeiro        . .         . .  2id. 

San  Jos6                  . .         . .  Id. 

Paramaribo 2d. 

Brest lid. 

Montevideo id. 

Charleston 2{d. 

Baltimore     ..         ..         ..  Id. 


Tripoli 

Callao 

Ningpo 

Dunkirk 

Batoum 

Hankow 

Koochow 

Syra  .. 

Panama 

Batavia 

Genoa 

Cagliari 

Chicago 

Trieste 


Hakodate Id. 


Mannheim 
Panama 
Caracas 
Riga  . . 
Tokio 
Tainan 
Portland 
Fiu  me 


Taganrog 2d. 

Swatow         Id. 

Chungking   . .          . .          . .  1  £d. 

Angora  ..  ..  ..lid. 

Shanghai 2id. 

Bilbao           3id. 

Tahiti            l*d. 

New  Caledonia        ..          . .  l{d. 

Amoy            ..          ..  1 4*1. 

Ichang          . .          . .          •  •  Id. 

Berlin           id. 

Rio  do  Janeiro         . .          ► .  a\d. 

Porto  Rico lid. 

Montevideo..    ..    ..  ljd. 

San  Francisco    . .    . .  3d. 

Cayenne   id. 

Frankfort 3d. 

Malaga 8}d. 


Id. 

U\. 

id. 
lid. 

2d. 
lid. 
3jd. 

id. 

Id. 
lid. 

3d. 
2*d. 
7id. 

Id. 


Id. 

Id. 

Id. 
6Jd. 
Ud. 

Id. 

3d. 
lid. 


No. 
1754. 
1755. 
176U 
1757. 
1758. 
1759. 
1760. 
1761. 
1762. 
1763. 
1764. 
1765. 
1766. 
1767. 
1768. 
17C9. 
1770. 
1771. 
177?. 
1773. 
1774. 
1775. 
1776. 
1777. 
1778. 
1779. 
1780. 
1781. 
1782. 
1783. 
1784. 
1785. 
178*5. 
1787. 
1788. 
1789. 
1790. 
1791. 
1792. 
1793. 
1794. 
1 7Pf>. 
1796. 
1797. 
1793. 
1799. 
1800. 
1801. 
1S02. 
1803. 
1804. 
1805. 
1806. 
1807. 
1808. 
1809. 
1810. 
1811. 
1812. 


Price. 

Soul 

.     Id. 

Copenhagen  

.     3d. 

Nice 

.      Id. 

Lisbon 

.   lid. 

Nagasaki 

..     Id. 

Hamburg 

.    2*d. 

Mozambique. . 

..     2d. 

Cettinje 

..   lid. 

The  Hague 

..    lid. 

Cephalonia  .. 

..     Id. 

Bahia 

.      Id. 

Zanzibar 

..    lid. 

Pakhoi 

..     Id. 

New  York 

..     2d. 

Chefoo 

..      Id. 

Caracas 

..      id. 

Palermo 

Hid. 

Mombasa 

..      id. 

Nice 

..    lid. 

Bucharest 

..    4id. 

Port  Said 

..    lid. 

Galatz 

..    lid. 

Madrid 

..     2d. 

Vienna 

..     2d. 

Canton 

..      Id. 

Yokohama    . . 

..    lid. 

Newchwang 

..      Id. 

Wuhu 

..      Id. 

Athens         . .         • . 

..      2d. 

Tonga 

.      id. 

Smyrna 

.      id. 

Baghdad 

..      Id. 

Hiogo  and  Osaka    • . 

..    4td. 

Bangkok 

..      Id. 

Odessa 

.      2d. 

Naples 

..      2d. 

Beyrout 

..      Id. 

Tunin 

.    lid. 

Kiukiaog 

..      3d. 

Bangkok 

..      Id. 

Rio  Grande  do  Snl  . . 

.      Id. 

Valparaiso     . . 

.      4d. 

BrindUi 

.    2id. 

Bushire 

.      2u. 

Christian i&   . .          . .          • 

..   5id. 

Cadiz.. 

.      2d. 

Meshed         

.    2id. 

St.  Petersburg 

.    4  id. 

Batoum         . .          . .          « 

.      Id. 

Peking 

.      3d. 

Samos 

.      id. 

Dunuiif 

.     2d. 

Antwerp 

.    lid. 

Ajaccio 

.    lid. 

Stettin 

.      3d. 

Aleppo 

.      Id. 

Tangier 

.    2id. 

Tokio           

.   3id. 

Madeira 

.      id. 
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MEXICO. 

VERA    CRUZ. 

Consul  Chapman  to  the  Marquis  of  Salisbury. 

My  Lord,  Vera  Cruz,  September  4,  1896, 

^  Tftfc  publication  of  the  Customs  House  Report  for  this  year 
being  delayed,  I  am  indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  the  Collector  for 
the  statistics  contained  in  my  Supplementary  Report  on  the 
Trade  and  Commerce  of  Vera  Craz  for  the  year  ended  June  30, 
1896,  which  I  now  have  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Lordship. 
To  this  Report  I  have  annexed  a  Report  by  Mr.  Pro-Consul 
Van  der  Goot  of  Vera  Cruz  on  the  Factories  of  Orizaba,  one  of 
the  principal  centres  of  the  textile  industries  of  the  Republic 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        ARTHUR    CHAPMAN. 


Supplementary  Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Port  of 
Vera  Cruz  for  the  Year  from  July  1,  1895,  to  June  30,  1896. 

Abstract  of  Contents. 

PACK 

Vera  Crux — 

Causes  affecting  trade  •  •  .  •         .  •  •  •       2 

Imports  3 

Exports  3 

Shipping  . .         ..         ..         ..         ..  ..         ••         ••       4 

Coasting  trade. .         . .         • .         . .         . .         . .         •  •         . .         •  •       5 

Land  transport  ••         ..         . .         ..  ..         •  •         ••       & 

Public  works  • .         .  •         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .  •  •       & 

Health 6 

Beform  of  taxes  and  customs  laws  . .  •  •       7 

Tax  on  coffee  and  tobacco     ..         7 

Grain  imports  . .         . .         . .  . .         . .         . .         .  •         •  •         •  •        8 

Orizaba — 

General  remarks         . .  . .         . .         . .         •  •         •  •         •  •       8 

Cotton  factories  8 

Printed  goods U 

Defects  in  natire  calicoes •         ..10 

„  cotton  goods         .10 

Effect  of  cheap  sUtst  ..10 
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MEXICO. 

Abstract  of  Contents— continued. 

PlGB 
Orizaba— continued— 

Jute  factory    ••         ..         • » 10 

Native  fibres 10 

Labour..         ..         •  11 

Climate 11 

Customs  duties .  •         • 11 

Railway  rates  . .         . .         • .  •  11 

Taxes 11 

Brewery  ••         ••         ••         ..  12 

Note. — All  currency  is  converted  in  this  report  at  the  rate  of  10  dol.  to  the  11. 


Continued  droughts  and  loss  of  crops  have  caused  prices  to  rise 
and  exports  to  decline,  and,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  an 
increase  in  the  trade  of  the  port  was  not  to  be  expected,  but  in 
spite  of  temporary  disadvantages  the  natural  resources  of  the 
country  are  gradually  developing,  and  trade  is  increasing.  Vera 
Cruz,  however,  has  been  greatly  affected  by  the  existing  railway 
war  with  Tampico  in  through  freights,  and,  although  the  conse- 
quent reduction  of  railway  charges  has  increased  shipments  to  the 
coast,  the  bulk  of  these  shipments  has  been  diverted  to  Tampico 
by  ruinously  low  rates. 

The  competition  between  the  Central  Kailway  from  Tampico 
and  the  Mexican  and  Interoceanic  lines  from  Vera  Cruz  in 
freights  to  Mexico  City  is  unnatural,  seeing  that  much  com- 
petition must  solely  depend  on  the  mileage  from  the  two  ports, 
and  whilst  the  former  line  must,  under  the  present  rates,  haul 
goods  at  a  great  loss,  the  latter  having  the  natural  advantage  of  a 
shorter  route  can  afford  to  await  the  time,  that  is  not  far  distant, 
when  the  diverted  current  of  commerce  will  return  to  its  natural 
channel. 

The  principal  freight  that  has  thus  gone  to  Tampico  is  hard- 
ware and  rough  cargoes,  more  costly  and  perishable  goods  have  not 
diverged  to  the  same  extent 

The  following  table  compares  the  customs  receipts  of  the  two 
ports  during  the  last  2  years : — 


Customs  Receipts. 

Vera  Crux. 

Tampico. 

1896-96. 

1894-96. 

1896-96. 

1894-96. 

Duties  on  imports 

„        exports       • . 
Fort  dues 
Back  dues        •  • 

£ 

987,089 
88,842 
24,777 
26,001 

£ 

966,846 
68,466 
22,289 
19,647 

£ 

422,899 

4,782 

9,426 

11,276 

£ 

166,764 
6,648 
4,760 
1,804 

Total     •• 

1,076,669 

1,066,237 

448,881 

177,866 

These  customs  receipts  for  the  2  years,  collected  under  the 
same  tariff,  indicate  that   importations  through  Tampico  have 
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VERA  CRUZ.  3 

nearly  trebled,  and  that  imports  and  shipping  have  increased  at 
both  ports  during  1895-96,  whilst  exports  have  declined. 

Referring,  however,  to  the  total  value  of  importations  through 
Vera  Cruz,  taken  from  the  invoice  values,  there  is  a  decrease, 
which  points  to  a  falling  off  in  prices  in  foreign  markets. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  record  a  new  departure  of  the 
Vera  Cruz  customs  authorities  in  giving  the  weights  as  well  as  the 
values  of  importations  during  1895-96. 

Imports. 

Imports  during  1895-96  amounted  to  151,331  tons,  valued  at 
1,529,634/.;  the  value  of  imports  during  1894-95  was  1,612,587/., 
which  shows  a  decrease  of  82,955/. 

The  following  table  gives  the  values  of  imports  through  Vera 
Cruz  during  the  last  2  years  from  the  different  countries : — 


Country. 


Value. 


England  . . 
India 

France    . . 
Germany. . 
United  .States 
Spain 
Belgium  . . 
Other  countries 

Total 


1895-96. 

1894-95. 

£ 

£ 

428,878 

470,614 

4,616 

10,865 

427,994 

480,979 

480,978 

471,250 

217,767 

218,771 

207,885 

222,424 

168,654 

154,576 

24,352 

15,867 

52,059 

48,720 

1,529,684 


1,612,587 


The  value  of  importations  through  Vera  Cruz  of  British  tex-  British 
tiles  during  1895-90  shows  an  increase.     Shirting  has  more  than  textiles, 
doubled,  having  risen  to  128,779/.  in  1895-96,  as  against  50,222/. 
in  1894-95. 

Exports. 

Exports  show  a  considerable  decrease,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
following  table : — 


Articles. 

1895-96.                 |                 1894-95. 

Value. 

j 
Quantity.    |       Value. 

Quantity. 

Ores  and  precious  metals 
Other  products 

£ 
1,012,526 
1,222,903 

Tons.                   £ 
6,805      ,     1,144,378 
28,452       I     1,593,385 

Tons. 
lf,U3 
32,954 

Total     .. 

2,235,429 

85,257      1    2,787,763 

i 

43,067 

(2371) 
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MEXICO* 


Coffee. 


Tobacco. 


The  decrease  in  1895-96  is  502,334*.  and  7,809  tons. 

The  principal  cause  of  this  falling  off  is,  no  doubt,  the  loss  of 
crops  and  the  poor  returns  of  agriculture,  which  has  greatly 
suffered  through  drought. 

Exports  of  coffee  during  1895-96  only  amounted  to  9,806  tons, 
valued  at  694,7011,  as  against  14,653  tons,  valued  at  1,144,251/. 
in  1894-95. 

The  crop  at  present  on  the  trees  gives  every  prospect  of  an 
abundant  harvest 

Raw  tobacco  shows  a  falling-off.  Exports  for  1895-96  being 
781  tons,  valued  at  53,303/.,  as  against  856  tons,  valued  at  67,318/. 
in  1894-95  ;  whilst  manufactured  tobacco  shows  an  increase,  the 
returns  being  for  1895-96,  380  tons,  84,595/.  value;  1894-95, 
355  tons,  73,460/.  value. 

The  Cuban  revolution  is  Mexico's  opportunity  to  improve  her 
tobacco  trade,  and  Mexican  cigars  are  becoming  better  known,  and 
are  obtaining  a  better  footing  in  the  market. 


Shipping. 

These  returns  show  an  increase  in  the  number  of  vessels  and 
a  decrease  in  the  tonnage : — 


Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Tonnage  of 
Freight. 

1896-96     

1894-95 

332 
801 

529,768 
541,252 

289,061 
240,161 

British  shipping  shows  an  increase  in  both  the  number  of 
vessels  and  the  tonnage : — 


1895-96 
1894-95 


Number  of 
Vessels. 


185 
125 


Tonnage. 


208,285 
194,460 


Tonnage  of 
Freight. 


180,702 
142,808 


Much  inconvenience  is  at  present  experienced  in  the  port 
through  the  transitory  condition  of  the  harbour. 

The  work  of  construction  as  it  progresses  must  necessarily 
somewhat  impede  the  shipping  and  the  discharge  of  goods  over 
the  piers.  The  sand  continues  to  silt  and  to  interfere  with  the 
anchorage. 

These  inconveniences  will  be  remedied  in  time,  but  meanwhile 
shippers  to  Vera  Cruz  should  take  into  more  serious  consideration 
this  transitory  condition  of  the  harbour,  and  obtain  more  liberal 
terms  for  consignees  to  discharge  vessels. 

It  cannot  be  too  often  repeated  that  all  charter  parties  should 
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contain  an  arbitration  clause  for  the  settlement  of  disputes  in 
England. 

The  amount  of  freight  carried  on  the  coast  in  1 895-96  to  and  <****ing 
from  Vera  Cruz  was  57,255  tons,  valued  at  1,052,273/.,  as  compared i     e* 
with  41,941  tons,  valued  at  830,470/.  in  1894-95,  an  increase  of 
over  15,000  tons  and  220,000/. 

This  increase  is  due  to  the  greater  development  of  the  resources 
and  the  agriculture  of  the  coast  lands. 

The  shipping,  however,  of  the  coasting  trade  proper  shows  a 
tendency  to  decline.  Several  new  vessels  have  been  ordered  for 
the  coast,  but  what  is  required  are  other  steamship  companies  and 
good  management.  So  long  as  there  is  no  competition  the  trade 
will  8uiier  from  exorbitant  rates,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  matter  will  be  taken  up  by  some 
enterprising  firm,  and  the  coast  supplied  with  a  proper  service. 

At  present  the  increasing  amount  of  freight  is  carried  in 
foreign  ocean-going  vessels  under  special  conditions.  In  1894-95 
no  great  amount  of  cargo  was  thus  carried,  but  the  returns  show 
that  in  1895-96  foreign  vessels  carried  a  total  of  10,365  tons  of 
coast  freight, 


Laiul  Transport. 

The  amount  of  tonnage  handled  at  Vera  Cruz  during  1895-9fi 
shows  a  considerable  increase  : — 


J 


1895-96. 


Goods  received  at  Vera  Cruz — 
By  imports 
j,  coasting  trade 
„  rail.. 


Tons. 

164,769 

20,914 

i  '  230,501 


Goods    despatched  from  '  Vera  f 
Cruz — 

By  exports       36,867 

„  coasting  trade        ..         ..       36,341 
„  rail 119,700 


Total 


Tone. 


416,184 


192,903 
609,092 


1894-95. 


Tons. 

169,293 
19,351 
92,084 


43,425 

22,589 

171,935 


Tons. 


280,728 


237,949 


518,677 


An  increase  of  over  90,000  tons  handled  in  1895-96,  princi- 
pally over  the  railways. 

Public  Works. 

The  progress  in  the  harbour  works  is  very  apparent.     A  trestle  Harbour 
has  been  built  across  the  bay  to  run  cranes  and  wagons,  and  the  works- 
rubble  foundation  of  the  N.W.  wall  is  finished,  and  will  be  left 
in  this  state  until  next  summer,  when  the  concrete  wall,  which  is 
now  stopped  for  the  winter,  will  be  constructed  to  Ulna. 
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The  trestle  will  now  be  carried  round  Ulua  to  the  N.E.  break- 
water, which  will  then  be  constructed  in  the  same  way  as  the  S.E., 
by  tipping  stone  at  the  end,  a  Titan  being  used  instead  of  an 
ordinary  crane. 

The  S.E.  breakwater  was  only  begun  in  March,  and  now  reaches 
some  400  metres  out  into  the  bay. 

The  quay  wall,  which  is  to  form  the  new  foreshore,  is  being 
rapidly  constructed.  The  dressed  stone  is  now  being  placed  in 
position  at  one  end,  whilst  the  foundations  and  blocks  extend  some 
150  metres  beyond  the  Interoceanic  Railway  Pier,  at  which  point 
it  will  be  intersected  by  the  deep  sea  jetty,  for  the  construction 
of  which  preparations  are  on  foot  for  the  receipt  of  a  further  Titan, 
The  S.  side  of  the  quay  is  also  about  to  be  commenced. 

The  dredging  of  the  harbour  has  not  been  so  successful.  A 
powerful  sand  dredger  arrived  in  March,  and  did  good  work  until 
April,  when  she  stranded  on  the  shore  during  a  heavy  norther. 
She  has  since  had  to  go  to  Halifax  for  repairs,  and  is  now  daily 
expected  to  return. 
Cuttoms  The  banking  up  of  the  sand  has  necessitated  the  temporary 

house.  lengthening  of  the  customs  pier  some  50  metres.    This  pier  will 

eventually  be  replaced  by  an  iron  jetty  of  180  metres  from  the 
quay  wall. 

The  Mexican  Railway  Company  have  run  some  200  metres  of 
Jine  into  the  customs  house  in  order  to  connect  their  yard  by 
means  of  mule-drawn  trucks. 

Until  the  harbour  works  are  further  advanced,  improvements 
must  necessarily  continue  in  a  temporary  stage.  At  present  the 
railway  piers  are  in  danger  of  being  closed  in  by  the  new  quay 
wall,  and  valuable  time  is  apparently  being  lost  in  taking  the 
necessary  steps  to  obviate  this  difficulty,  and  to  prevent  a  block 
during  the  more  busy  months. 
Lighthouses.  A  light  has  been  exhibited  on  Lobos  Island  and  one  at  the 
entrance  of  Coatzocoalcos  since  May  last,  and  in  October  next  a 
light  of  some  19  miles  radius  will  be  exhibited  from  Morros  de 
Seybaplayaon  the  coast  of  Campeche,  latitude  19°  11'  15*  N., 
longitude  90°  41'  54"  W. 

Health. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  record  that,  contrary  to  expecta- 
tions, no  deaths  from  yellow  fever  have  been  registered  in  Vera 
Cruz  during  the  8  months  ended  August  31,  whilst  during  a  corre- 
sponding period  in  1895  the  death  rate  from  yellow  fever  was  4  per 
thousand.  The  total  mortality  during  the  last  8  months  was  915 
deaths,  or  30*50  per  thousand ;  and  for  the  8  months  in  1895  1,028 
deaths,  or  34*26  per  thousand 

There  have  been  cases  of  yellow  fever,  but  the  rains  came  late 
and  the  season  has  been  particularly  healthy.  The  sand  dredged 
from  the  harbour  has  been  carried  out  to  sea,  on  the  other  hand 
sand  has  been  pumped  from  the  foundations  of  the  quay  wall  on 
to  the  foreshore.  So  far  these  works  have  not  appareitfly  affected 
the  health  of  the  port. 
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Further  Information  since  July  1,  1896. 

The  alcabalas  or  interstate  duties  have  not  been  in  force  in  the  Reform  of 
State  of  Vera  Cruz  for  several  years,  and,  since  July  1,  these  JjJJJJ£jJd 
alcabalas  have  been  abolished  by  law  throughout  the  Republic.       regulations 

This  reform  has  removed  one  of  the  greatest  impediments  to 
the  commerce  of  the  country,  and  will  give  an  impetus  to  trade. 

Other  alterations  in  taxation  in  the  different  States  of  the 
Republic  have  followed,  and  reforms  have  been  introduced  into  the 
customs  regulations,  but  as  these  are  put  to  the  test,  it  will  be 
seen  that  further  revision  is  necessary. 

The  new  decrease  creates  a  zone,  extending  from  the  coast 
some  30  miles  inland,  which  is  under  the  special  supervision  of  the 
customs  authorities,  beyond  this  area  all  goods  are  free. 

The  customs -house  work  of  merchants  and  consignees,  entailed 
by  the  regulations  and  the  numerous  documents  required,  is  some- 
what reduced  for  through  freights  to  the  interior.  On  the  other 
hand,  this  customs  work  on  goods  for  the  coast,  or  on  those 
despatched  for  consumption,  or  for  purposes  of  trade  within  the 
zone,  has  been  greatly  increased  and  causes  much  inconvenience. 
Such  goods,  although  they  have  been  examined  and  have  paid 
duty  on  passing  the  customs,  are  still  subject  to  strict  supervision 
and  cannot  be  reshipped  or  removed  without  further  customs 
formalities  and  permits. 

This  hampers  the  coasting  trade  and  local  merchants  and  gives 
an  unfair  advantage  to  centres  of  commerce  situated  beyond  the 
zone,  in  competing  with  those  on  the  coast.  What  is  urgently 
required  is  the  establishment  of  bonded  warehouses  and  the  libera- 
tion of  all  merchandise  from  formalities  once  it  has  been  cleared 
from  the  customs.  Facilities  should  be  afforded  for  the  reshipment 
of  goods  for  the  coast,  and  the  forwarding  of  through  freights  in 
bond. 

The  amount  charged  for  storage  in  these  warehouses  could  be 
so  regulated  as  to  prevent  any  abuse  of  this  system,  and  guard 
against  any  undue  delay  in  the  collection  of  duties  ;  and  these 
warehouse  rates  could  be  made  a  source  of  revenue  to  the  Govern- 
ment. 

The  tax  collected  by  the  State  of  Vera  Cruz  on  coffee  and  Tax  on 
tobacco  has  been  altered  since  July  1,  and  is  now  a  tax  on  their  cuJttot&ii  of 
cultivation  and  not  on  their  product  tobacco? 

The  tax  is  6  c.  per  area,  10  metres  by  10  metres  of  land,  under 
coffee  and  5  c.  under  tobacco,  seed  beds  and  nurseries  excepted, 
and  the  law  has  since  been  amended  to  except  young  coffee  planta- 
tions for  3  years  from  the  time  of  planting.  To  the  above  tax  30 
per  cent  is  added  on  account  of  the  Federal  Government.  This 
tax  amounts  to  about  7&  the  acre  under  coffee. 

The  export  tax  on  coffee  is  some  35  dol.  per  ton  of  1,000  kilos. 
Industries  and  agriculture  are  taxed  throughout  the  State, 
whilst  landed  property  contributes  but  lightly  to  the  revenue*  a 
policy  which  tends  to  discourage  producers. 

Coffee  is  one  of  the  few  products  exported  to  any  extent  from 
the  Republic, 
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The  cultivation:  of  corn  is  free. 

Generally  speaking,  Mexico  does  not  produce  sufficient  of  the 
staple  articles  of  consumption  for  her  own  use.  For  the  last  four 
seasons  she  has  suffered  from  droughts  and  in  some  districts  from 
loss  of  crops,  These  causes  entail  increased  importations  of  maize 
from  the  United  States, 
Gnnia  In  order  to  relieve  the  distress  occasioned  by  high  prices,  the 

import*.  duties  on  importations  of  corn  were  reduced  some  30  per  cent, 
during  the  month  of  August,  and  this  reduction  has  since  been 
extended  for  September. 

Corn  is  generally  imported  by  rail  from  the  United  States,  but 
this  reduction  of  duties  for  a  limited  time  has  caused  a  rush  of 
freight  through  Vera  Cruz. 

During  August  heavy  shipments  of  maize  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz 
and  more  are  expected.  This  grain  arrives  in  bags  and  has  to  be 
discharged  by  means  of  lighters  over  the  piers.  The  transitory 
condition  of  the  port  causes  great  inconvenience,  and  no  prepara- 
tions having  been  made  either  by  the  authorities  or  the  railway 
companies  to  meet  this  influx  of  freight,  much  loss  of  time  and 
detention  of  vessels  has  occurred. 

This  inconvenience  is  no  doubt  temporary,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  it  will  serve  to  hasten  those  measures  that  should  before  now 
have  been  taken  to  guard  against  a  block  of  freight  at  the  port. 


OfiizAbA. 

General  .Orizaba,  a  town  of  32,000  inhabitants  on  the  Mexican  Ilailway 

remarks.  82  miles  from  Y§r&  Cruz,  $nd  181  from  the  City  of  Mexico,  situated 
at, an  altitude  of  4,000  feet  above  sea-level  is  the  cradle,  and  one  of 
the  principal  centres  of  the  cotton  industry  in  the  Republic  of 
Mexico*  ,. 

On  account  of  its  altitude  above  sea-level  it  possesses  a  cool, 
pleasant,  and  healthy  climate,  $tnd  is  pnich  used  by  the  inhabitants 
of  Vera  Cruz  as  a  summer  resort,  although  the  official  record  of  the 
mortality  of  the  place  is  some  45  per  thousand. 

Cotton  The  cotton  factories  are  as  follows : — 

factories.  Cocolapam,  the  first  cotton  mill  worked  in  the  country,  estab- 

lished 35  years  ago,  has  9,400  spindles  and  234  looms,  all  of  which 
are  working,  the  greater  part  of  this  machinery  is  of  an  old  kind, 
214  of  the  looms  having  been  put  up  35  years  ago.  10  new 
looms  have  lately  been  received,  and  will  shortly  be  working. 

The  mill  uses  annually  936,000  lbs.  of  raw  cotton,  all  of  which 
is  grown  in  the  country  and  comes  from  the  State  of  Yucatan, 
coast  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  from  the  interior  of  Mexico.  The  class 
of  goods  turned  out  is  the  ordinary  coarse  kind  of  cotton  cloth 
used  in  the  country. 

About  30  years  ago  an  attempt  was  made  to  manufacture  linen 
from  native  grown  hemp,  but  it  was  unsuccessful  and  singe  that 
time  no  linen  has  been  jnanufactured  by  this  factory. 
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The  mill  has  also  working  in  conjunction  with  it  a  paper  mil), 
an  electric  light  plant,  and  also  a  brick  factory. 

The  paper  mill  turns  out  24  reams  of  coarse  paper  per  week, 
which  is  only  of  use  for  packing  purposes. 

The  electric  light  plant  supplies  the  town  of  Orizaba  with 
a  light  of  which  the  inhabitants  may  well  be  proud. 

The  brick  factory  which  is  also  run  in  conjunction  with  this 
mill  has  a  weekly  output  of  10,000  bricks  and  tiles. 

The  motive  power  which  is  used  is  water,  and  the  mill  has,  so 
far,  never  used  half  the  power  which  is  available.  It  has  the 
following  turbines  at  work  at  the  present  time : — 


dumber. 

Horse  power. 

_^  _. 
1 

1 
1 
8 

1 
1 

For  spinning  room         .  •         . . 

„    carding      „             

»    loom          „            

„    electric  light  plant 

„    paper  factory 

„    bnok        „              

With  a  total  of 

65 
60 
50 
588 
25 
16 

7 

794 

The  mill  employs  altogether  400  hands,  and  works  from  6.30  AJL 
to  8.30  p.h. 

The  "Compania  Industrial  de  Orizaba"  has  the  following 
cotton  mills  working: — Santa  Catarina,  or  Rio  Blanco,  Cerritos, 
and  San  Lorenzo  Nogales  in  that  town  and  its  environs,  the 
Directors  of  this  company  are  mostly  owners  of  dry  good  stores  in 
the  city  of  Mexico,  and  naturally  give  preference  to  their  own 
goods. 

Santa  Catarina  is  the  largest  mill  in  the  Republic,  it  started 
work  during  the  year  of  1892,  and  has  35,000  spindles  and  1,000 
looms  all  working  and  all  of  modern  date,  it  consumes  5,000,000  lbs. 
of  cotton  annually.  Its  motive  power  is  water,  and  it  has,  at 
present,  5  turbines  at  work,  giving  a  total  of  1,500  horse-power. 
It  employs  1,700  hands,  and  works  from  6  jlm.  to  8.30  p.m. 

The  company  is  now  making  arrangements  to  obtain  more 
water,  when  the  factory  will  be  considerably  enlarged. 

The  Cerritos  mill  was  founded  in  1884,  it  has  13,000  spindles 
and  300  looms  of  modern  date,  all  of  which  are  working ;  it  con- 
sumes 1,500,000  lbs.  of  cotton  per  annum.  Its  motive  power  is 
water,  and  it  has  2  turbines  working,  with  a  total  of  320  horse- 
power. 400  hands  are  employed,  and  work  is  carried  on  day  and 
night. 

San  Lorenzo  Nogales  was  established  in  1882,  it  has  20,000 
spindles  and  400  looms  working  and  which  are  of  modern  date,  it 
consumes  2,000,000  lbs.  of  cotton  annually.  Its  motive  power  is 
water,  it  has  3  turbines  giving  a  total  of  400  horse-power.  The 
jbUI  gives  employment  to  500  hands,  and  works  day  and  night. 

These  three  mills  turn  out  all  classes  of  cotton  goods,  they  also  printed 

goods. 
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MEXICO. 


Defects  in 

native 

calicoes. 


Defects  in 
native  cotton 
goods. 


Effect  of 
cheap  silver. 


Jute  factory. 


Native  fibres. 


do  a  good  deal  of  printing  and  dyeing,  and  they  maintain  that  the 
colours  are  as  fast  as  those  of  British  make  of  the  same  class.  The 
best  work,  however,  is  done  at  Santa  Catarina. 

They  also  turn  out  a  certain  amount  of  linen,  the  raw  hemp 
being  obtained  from  Ireland.  It  is  said  that  hemp  grown  in  the 
State  of  Morelos  in  this  Republic  gives  good  results,  but  sufficient 
has  not  been  ground  up  till  the  present  for  them  to  make  use  of  it 

All  the  raw  cotton  used  is  imported  from  the  United  States 
and  Egypt,  and  is  of  the  class  called  "  good  middlings." 

One  disadvantage  from  which  native  manufactured  calicoes 
suffer,  as  compared  with  those  manufactured  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  is,  that  British  calico  can  be  kept  in  stores  for  any 
length  of  time  without  losing  the  condition  of  the  finish,  whilst 
native  calico  loses  it  in  a  few  weeks.  The  reason  for  this  is  not 
known,  it  may  be  on  account  of  the  decayed  vegetation  in  the 
water  used,  or  on  account  of  the  chemicals  losing  part  of  their 
strength  in  their  shipment  to  this  country. 

The  native  manufactured  cotton  goods  do  not  compare  well 
with  those  manufactured  in  the  United  Kingdom,  as  defects  are 
passed  over  in  these  mills  which  would  not  be  passed  over  in  those - 
of  that  country. 

The  fall  in  the  price  of  silver  has  considerably  enhanced  the 
business  done  by  these  mills,  some  5  years  ago  when  a  site  for  the 
jute  mill  mentioned  below  was  being  sought,  the  owners  of 
Cocolapain  offered  to  sell  their  mill  with  all  its  machinery  and 
water  rights  for  250,000  dol.,  whilst  now  the  Compaflia  Industrial 
de  Orizaba  is  offering  them  1,000,000  dol.  which  they  will  not 
accept. 

The  "  Compaflia  Manufacturer  de  Jute  "  has  one  factory  in 
Orizaba  which  started  in  December  of  1894.  It  has  5,000  spindles 
and  103  looms  of  the  most  modern  make,  and  all  of  which  are 
working,  it  consumes  4,800,000  lbs.  of  jute  per  annum,  principally 
in  the  manufacture  of  sacks,  packing  cloth,  dyed  carpets,  printed 
carpets,  and  twine,  which  are  said  to  be  of  good  quality,  the 
carpets  having  taken  the  gold  medal  at  the  Atalanta  Exhibition. 

The  jute  is  all  imported  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  comes 
originally  from  British  India.  Attempts  have  been  made  to  use 
native  fibre,  but  so  far  without  success.  Jute  has  been  grown 
here,  but  it  is  found  that  it  cannot  compete  in  price  with  that 
grown  in  India,  and  hennequen  is  only  of  use  for  making  ropes. 
A  fibre  called  "jolocin"  is  now  being  grown  in  the  State  of 
Tabasco,  which  is  said  to  give  as  good  results  as  jute,  and  which 
can  compete  with  it  in  price,  it  is  not  used,  however,  as  sufficient 
is  not  produced,  the  factory  having  ordered  100  tons  of  it  a  year 
ago,  and  so  far  only  about  25  tons  of  it  having  been  collected. 

The  motive  power  which  the  mill  employs  is  water,  it  having 
2  turbines  of  600  horse-power  each  which  drive  4  dynamos,  it 
employs  1,000  hands,  and  work  is  carried  on  day  and  night. 

Other  buildings  are  now  in  construction,  and  it  is  expected  that 
the  mill  will  shortly  turn  out  double  the  amount  of  work  it  has 
hitherto  turned  out. 


Digitized  by  LiOOQ IC 


VERA  CEUZ.  11 

None  of  these  factories  have,  so  far,  suffered  on  account  of 
drought,  the  water  being  more  than  sufficient  for  them  all  the  year 
round. 

The  labour  employed  by  both  cotton  and  jute  mills  is  paid  Labour. 
almost  wholly  by  piece-work,  both  men,  women,  and  children  are 
employed,  the  rate  of  wages  being  (with  the  price  of  silver  as  it  is 
at  present)  about  the  same  as  that  paid  in  the  United  Kingdom 
for  the  same  class  of  work,  it  is  wholly  native,  the  only  foreign 
labour  employed  being  the  overseers  of  different  departments,  but 
it  is  found  that  native  labour  obtains  from  15  to  25  per  cent  less 
work  out  of  the  machinery  as  compared  to  British  labour.  Much 
trouble  Is  caused  through  the  irregularity  of  the  labour,  as  the 
hands  being  able  to  earn  sufficient  in  2  or  3  days  to  keep  them  for 
a  week,  and  having  no  ambition,  do  not  wish  to  work  when  they 
have  a  little  money  in  hand. 

The  climate  of  Orizaba,  on  account  of  its  dampness,  is  eminently  Climate, 
suited  to  the  manufacture  of  cotton  and  jute  goods,  except  perhaps 
during  the  months  of  February,  March,  and  April,  when  south 
winds  sometimes  prevail,  which  cause  the  fibres  to   dry  more 
quickly  than  is  desirable. 

All  the  machinery  and  a  large  part  of  the  chemicals  are  ob- 
tained from  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  capital  is  mostly  foreign,  the  factories  being  owned 
principally  by  foreigners  resident  in  the  country. 

Owing  to  want  of  space,  it  is  impossible  to  give  a  detailed  Custom* 
statement  of  the  duties  charged  on  the  introduction  into  the  dntlC8« 
country  of  foreign  manufactured  cotton  and  jute  goods  and  of  the 
raw  material,  but  they  are  more  or  less  as  follows : — Raw  cotton 
with  the  seed  in  it,  3  c.  per  kilo.,  and  the  same  cleaned,  7  c.  per 
kilo.  The  coarse  cotton  cloth  commonly  used  in  the  country,  7  c, 
and  dyed  or  printed  cloth,  10  c.  per  square  metre,  the  charge 
ranging  up  to  25  c,  according  to  quality.  Hemp,  2  c  per  kilo., 
and  linen  from  13  to  35  c.  per  square  metre.  Raw  jute,  80  c.  per 
100  kilos. ;  sacks,  6  c.  per  kilo. ;  carpets,  40  c.  per  square  metre* 

Orizaba  being  a  non-competitive  point,  the  railway  rates  on  Railway  rates, 
cotton  and  jute  goods  are  as  follows : — 

From  Orizaba  to  the  city  of  Mexico  on  shipments  of  over 
10  tons,  12  doL  40  c.  per  ton,  and  to  Vera  Cruz  5  dol.  61  c,  and 
on  raw  cotton,  if  native  grown, from  Vera  Cruz  to  Orizaba,  5  dol.  61c, 
if  foreign,  14  dol.  1  c.  The  rate  on  raw  jute  being  5  dol.  between 
the  same  points.  Foreign  manufactured  cotton  and  jute  goods 
from  Vera  Cruz  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  9  dol.  90  c.  per  ton. 

The  cotton  mills  pay  the  following  taxes  to  the  Government  of  Taxes, 
the  State : — For  each  spindle  fixed  on  an  automatic  mule-jenny  or 
throstle,  55  c.  per  annum ;  for  each  spindle  fixed  on  a  mule-jenny 
which  is  only  partially  automatic,  45  c.  From  5  dol.  to  15  dol. 
per  month  is  also  paid  on  each  printing  machine.  Besides  this, 
they  pay  75  per  cent,  on  the  amount  paid  to  the  Government  of 
the  State  to  the  Municipality,  and  over  and  above  this  30  per  cent, 
more  on  the  amount  paid  to  the  State  and  Municipality  to  the 
Federal  Government. 
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The  jute  factory,  by  concession  of  October  2,  1804,  was 
exempted  from  payment  of  taxes  for  5  years. 

The  factories  pay  from  50  dol.  to  100  dol.  per  annum  for  their 
water  rights. 
Brewery.  The  German  Lager  Beer  Brewery  employs  some  60  men  arid 

turns  out  daily  about  50  barrels  of  very  creditable  beer.  The  hope 
used  are  imported  from  Germany  and  the  malt  from  the  United 
States,  it  being  made  from  Canadian  barley  which  is  malted  in 
New  York.  An  attempt  has  been  made  to  use  native-grown 
barley,  but  it  is  found  that  it  does  not  give  such  good  results  as 
that  which  is  imported. 

This  brewery  only  started  some  short  time  ago,  and  is  meeting 
with  a  very  well-deserved  success,  such  pernicious  practices  as  the 
use  of  nux  vomica  instead  of  hops,  which  is  believed  to  be  so 
frequently  the  case  with  many  breweries  in  the  country,  it  being 
a  notorious  fact  that  the  amount  of  beer  brewed  is  most  dispro- 
portionate to  the  amount  of  hops  imported,  not  being  resorted  to 
here ;  new  buildings  are  now  being  constructed,  and  it  is  expected 
that  in  15  months'  time  the  output  will  have  reached  225  barrels 
of  beer  and  12  tons  of  ice  per  day,  besides  which  they  intend 
manufacturing  their  own  bottles,  which  are  at  present  imported 
from  Germany. 

The  brewery  own9  a  well,  the  water  of  which  is  said  to  contain 
all  the  properties  essential  to  the  making  of  good  lager  beer. 

The  machinery  is  run  by  steam  and  is  obtained  from  the 
United  States. 

The  company  has  a  capital  of  1,000,000  dol.  which  is  principally 
derived  from  foreigners  resident  in  the  State  of  Vera  Cruz. 
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MEXICO. 

MEXICO. 

Consytl  Carden  to  the  Marquis  of  Salisbury. 

My  Lord,  Mexico,  September  19,  181*6. 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  my  Annual 
Commercial  Report  for  the  year  1895,  together  with  one  from 
Mr.  Vice-Consul  Griffith  on  the  Trade  and  Commeree  of 
Tvnpico. 

I  havQ,  &c. 
(Signed).       LIONEL  CARDEN. 
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Introductory. 

The  btatistics  of  imports  and  exports,  which  are  now  published 
with  great  regularity  and  promptitude  by  the  Statistical  Depart- 
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ment  of  the  Ministry  of  Finance,  unfortunately  furnish  no  detail 
as  to  the  movement  of  trade  at  the  different  ports  and  frontier 
custom-houses,  but  only  treat  of  the  trade  of  the  Republic  as 
a  whole.  It  has  been  impossible  for  me,  therefore,  to  separate 
the  figures  which  relate  to  my  Consular  District  alone,  and 
rather  than  fail  to  utilise  the  information,  which  now  for  the 
first  time  is  published  in  a  form  which  admits  of  comparison 
between  the  last  two  calendar  years,  1  have  thought  it  best  to  deal 
in  the  following  report  with  the  imports  and  exports  of  the  whole 
country. 

In  this  connection  I  may  mention  that  in  the  fiscal  year 
1894-95,  38  per  cent,  of  the  total  dutiable  imports,  amounting 
approximately  to  2,300,000/.,  were  entered  for  consumption  in 
the  capital,  and  paid  duties  accordingly,  a  large  part  of  which 
was  introduced  through  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz. 

All  values  in  this  report  have  been  calculated  in  sterling, 
and  all  weights  are  given  in  English  hundredweights  and  tons 
of  112  and  2,240  lbs.  respectively. 

The  values  of  the  imports  as  returned  in  the  Mexican 
statistics  are  derived  from  invoice  values,  and  are,  converted 
into  dollars  by  the  customs  authorities  for  official  purposes  at 
the  rate  of  4*.  to  the  dollar.  The  values  of  the  exports  on  the 
other  hand  represent  as  nearly  as  possible  the  true  market  price 
of  the  different  goods  at  the  port  of  export  in  Mexican  currency, 
and  have  been  converted  into  sterling  at  the  average  rate  of 
2s.  l^d.  to  the  dollar  for  1894,  and  of  2s.  lfd.  to  the  dollar 
for  1895.  The  only  exception  to  this  is  in  the  case  of  the 
exports  of  gold,  the  particulars  of  which  will  be  found  under 
that  heading. 

A  great  improvement  has  taken  place  in  the  past  2  years,  Trade  and 
and  especially  in  1895,  in  the  foreign  trade  and  commerce  of  commerce. 
Mexico,  which  is  all  the  more  satisfactory  in  that  it  is  based  on 
the  steady  development  of  the  resources  of  the  Republic,  and 
may,  therefore,  be  considered  as  permanent.  Although  the 
imports  have  increased  considerably  they  have  not,  it  is  true, 
as  yet  reached  the  value  attained  in  the  years  1888-90,  but 
experience  has  shown  that  the  heavy  purchases  in  those  years 
were  due  to  a  speculative  demand  caused  by  the  activity  in 
railway  construction  at  that  time,  which  had  its  re-action  later, 
whereas  the  present  increase  may  be  taken  to  represent  the 
growth  of  the  real  annual  requirements  of  the  country. 

The  exports  on  the  other  hand,  in  spite  of  the  low  price  of 
silver,  show  a  larger  sterling  value  than  those  of  any  previous 
year,  and  the  noticeable  increase  in  the  department  of  general 
produce,  which  has  now  got  to  be  of  equal  importance  with  that 
of  silver,  is  especially  encouraging  as  affording  a  guarantee  for 
the  future  against  the  great  fluctuations  in  gold  value  to  which 
the  exports  were  formerly  exposed,  when  so  large  a  proportion 
of  them  consisted  of  products  of  the  silver-mining  industry. 

In  the  home  trade  the  increase  in  local  traffic  on  the  railways, 
the  activity  in  the  manufacturing  industries,  and  the  reduction 
(2284) 


Digitized  by  LiOOQ IC 


4  MBXTC& 

in  the  bank  rate's  of  discount  all  point  to  a  similar  improvement, 
which  is  still  farther  confirmed  by  the  notable  increase  in  the 
revenues  of  the  Federal  Government. 

This  favourable  condition  of  things  must  be  attributed  in 
great  measure  to  the  stimulus  afforded  to  the  development  of  the 
agricultural  resources  of  the  country  by  the  depreciation  of  silver, 
which,  far  from  bring  prejudicial,  has  proved  to  be  of  the  greatest 
benefit  to  Mexico,  as  I  predicted  it  would  in  my  report  on  that 
subject,  of  September,  1893  (No.  302,  Miscellaneous  Series). 
Imports  by  The    import    trade    of   Mexico    is    practically  confined    to 

•ountrfeB.  5  countries,  the  United  States,  England,  France,  Germany,  and 
Spain,  as  the  imports  from  all  other  countries  together  do  not 
amount  to  5  per  cent,  of  the  total. 

Of  these  5,  the  United  States,  as  is  only  natural  from  its 
geographical  position,  occupies  the  first  place,  supplying  nearly 
45  per  cent,  of  the  total  exports  into  Mexico ;  England  follows 
with  from  19  to  20  per  cent. ;  next  France  with  from  15  to  16 
per  cent. ;  then  Germany  with  .10  per  cent. ;  and  finally  Spain 
with  6  per  cent. 

Though  all  of  these  countries  benefited  by  the  increase  in 
the    imports    in    1895,   as  compared   with    1894,   France   and 
Germany  did  so  in  a  somewhat  larger  degree  than  the  others. 
Nature  of  the         The  imports  into  Mexico  in  spite  of  the  continued  low  price 
imports.  of  silver  show  an  increase  of  20  per  cent  in  1895,  as  compared 

with  1894,  the  values  for  the  2  years  being  respectively  7,249,009i. 
and  6,043,790*. 

This  inorease  is  most  noticeable  in  textile  goods,  especially 
cottons  and  woollens,  and  in  chemical  products  and  paper. 

The  principal  articles  of  import  are  as  follows  :~- 
Coaian*  The   demand  for  coal   and  coke  in  Mexico  has    increased 

•  considerably  in  the  past  few  years,  and  these  articles  without 

doubt  will  ere  long  become  an  important  factor  in  the  import 
trade,  as  the  supply  of  wood  for  fuel  in  the  country  districts 
becomes  scarcer.  At  present  the  railroads  for  the  most  part 
burn  wood,  with  the  exception  of  the  Mexican  (Vera  Oruz) 
Railway,  which  uses  only  coal  and  compressed  fuel  imported 
from  England,  and  the  International  Railway  which  obtains  its 
supply  of  coal  from  its  own  coal  fields  in  the  State  of  Coahuila. 
There  is,  however,  a  fairly  large  demand  for  coal  for  use  in  some 
of  the  mining  districts  and  factories,  and  in  the  large  towns,  as 
also  for  the  supply  of  steamers  at  some  of  the  seaports. 

The  returns  for  1895  show  an  importation  of  190,000  tons 
of  coal,  besides  95,000  tons  of  coke,  the  latter  being  almost 
all  used  in  the  smelting  works  in  the  central  and  northern  parts 
of  the  Republic.  About  half  of  this  was  imported  from 
the  United  States  and  the  remainder  almost  entirely  from 
England. 

The  present  price  of  Welsh  coal  placed  in  the  city  of  Mexico 
is  about  17  dol.  per  ton  (approximately  1/.  16s.  at  the  present 
rate  of  exchange),  41  per  cent  of  which  represents  the  cost  of 
railway  freight  from  the  port  of  Vera  Crus  to  the  city.     Sea 
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freights  vary  according  to  the ,  time  of  year,  being  as  low  as 
8*.  6i  per  ton  when  return  cargoes  of  cotton  are  obtainable  from 
Galveston  and  New  Orleans. 

American  bituminous  coal  is  sold  here  at  about  14  dol.  50  a, 
but  cannot  compete  as  regards  quality  with  Welsh  coal. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  if  the  railways  could  reduce 
their  rates  of  freight  on  coal  it  would  be  much  more  generally 
used  throughout  the  country  than  is  at  present  the  case. 

As  Mexico  is  itself  a  cotton-growing  country,  the  amount  %*w  cotton, 
of  the  raw  material  required  to  be  imported  each  year  for  manu- 
facturing purposes  varies,  not  only  according  to  the  activity  of 
the  mills,  but  atao  according  to  the  extent  of  the  local  crop.  The 
fact  that,  in  spite  of  an  unusually  good  home  crop,  the  imports 
of  foreign  cotton  in  1895  amounted  to  225,000  cwts.,  nearly  the 
largest  amount  ever  imported  into  Mexico  in  one  year,  points 
to  a  development  of  the  manufacturing  industry  which  cannot 
but  have  a  very  serious  significance  for  the  English  cotton  goods 
trade.  As  the  limits  of  this  report  will  not  admit  of  my  treating 
this  question  with  the  detail  which  its  importance  calls  for,  I 
shall  make  it  the  subject  of  a  special  report. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  for  me  to  mention  that  all  the  raw 
cotton  imported  into  Mexico  comes  from  the  United  States. 

The  trade  in  foreign  cotton  goods  in  Mexico,  though  it  does  Cotton  good* 
not  represent  nearly  as  large  a  percentage  of  the  import  trade  as 
it  did  in  the  last  decade,  is  still  an  important  factor  of  it,  aver- 
aging from  13  to  14  per  cent,  of  the  total  imports. 

In  spite  of  the  exceptional  activity  of  the  local  cotton  factories 
in  the  past  year,  to  which  I  have  referred  in  the  preceding 
paragraph,  the  importations  of  cotton  goods  were  very  consider- 
ably in  excess  of  those  of  the  previous  year,  the  value  in  1895 
being  returned  at  1,042,662/.,  as  against  785,010/.  in  1804.  This 
must  be  ascribed  partly  to  the  great  increase  of  purchases  in  the 
country  districts,  due  to  the  more  prosperous  condition  of  the 
lower  classes,  and  partly  to  the  fact  that  since  the  rate  of 
exchange  became  more  settled,  merchants  commenced  to  replace 
their  stocks,  which  had  become  practically  exhausted,  owing  to 
their  reluctance  to  buy  more  than  was  absolutely  necessary  for 
their  immediate  wants  while  the  price  of  silver  was  subject  from 
dajr  to  day  to  such  considerable  fluctuations  as  were  experienced 
in  1892  and  1893. 

Prints,  and  bleached  and  unbleached  goods,  constitute  by  far 
the  most  important  branch  of  the  cotton  goods  trade.  Notwith- 
standing the  improvement  noticeable  in  this  direction  in  1895,  as 
compared  with  1894,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  foreign 
goods  can  no  longer  compete  as  they  used  with  local  manu- 
factures, and  are  slowly  but  surely  losing  their  hold  on  the 
market. 

In  piece  goods,  classified  in  the  customs  tariff  as  of  tex- 
tures "other  than  smooth,"  such  as  cretonne*,  drills,  &c, 
foreign  manufactures  still  hold  their  own,  and  there  is  no  reason 
why,  with  the  increasing  prosperity  and  purchasing  power  of  the 
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country,  this  branch  of  the  trade  should  not  be  developed  to 
an  extent  which  might  at  least  compensate  for  the  loss  in  the 
other. 

The  only  department  of  the  trade  in  which  an  improvement 
is  really  observable,  as  compared  with  former  years,  is  that  of 
{roods  entered  at  value,  of  which  the  principal  article  is  cotton 
tnread,  the  import  of  which  in  1895  amounted  to  138,206/. 

The  following  table,  comparing  the  imports  of  cotton  goods  in 
the  two  fiscal  years,  1888-89  and  1889-90,  with  those  of  the 
two  calendar  years,  1894  and  1895,  shows  clearly  the  changes 
which  are  taking  place  in  this  branch  of  Mexican  trade,  and  is  of 
the  more  value  as  a  basi3  for  calculation  in  that  the  two  groups 
of  years  which  are  compared  represent  two  periods  of  commercial 
prosperity,  the  first  due  to  unusual  activity  in  railway  construc- 
tion, and  therefore  of  a  transient  nature,  and  the  second  based  on 
a  steady  increase  in  the  exportable  products  of  the  country,  and 
consequently  in  its  purchasing  power. 

Imports  of  Cotton  Goods  into  Mexico. 


Two  Years  from 
Description.                           ,  July  1,  1888,  to 
;    June  30, 1890. 

Two  Years  from 

January  1, 1894, 

to  December  81, 

1895. 

Coarse  bleached  or  unbleached  cloths 
Fine  bleached  or  unbleached  cloths 
Coarse  prints  and  dyed  goods 

Fine  prints  and  dyed  goods 

Piece  goods   of  a  texture   "other  than 

smooth"     ..         ••         

Miscellaneous  piece  goods 

Cotton  goods  at  value          

£ 
433,184 

61,846 
801,287 

39,063 

309,887 

6,817 

623,015 

£ 
379,784 

71,572 
379,242 

27,002 

284,140 

6,846 

679,686 

Total 

2,324,499 

1,827,672 

Notb.— I  have  used  the  terms  "  coarse  "and  "  fine  "  for  the  sake  Of  convenience 
to  represent  under  or  over  the  standard  fineness  of  80  threads  to  the  half  centimetre 
square. 


Linen  goods. 


England  controls  nearly  60  per  cent,  of  the  Mexican  cotton 
trade,  the  United  States  25  per  cent,  and  France  12  per  cent. 

A  comparison  of  the  Board  of  Trade  statistics  of  the 
exports  of  cottons  from  England  to  Mexico  in  the  10  years  from 
1885  to  1894,  shows  that  the  exports  of  piece  goods  in  the  latter 
year  were  20  per  cent,  under  tne  average  of  the  10  years,  while 
those  of  goods  entered  at  value  were  higher  than  the  average 
by  45  per  cent. 

The  imports  under  this  head  amounted  in  1895  to  113,793/., 
an  increase  of  nearly  30  per  cent,  over  those  of  1894,  which 
is  attributable  to  the  general  increase  of  prosperity  among  the 
middle  classes. 

Of   this  total,    about   12  per  cent,  represents  linen  yarn 
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imported  for  the  use  of  the  two  or  three  factories  recently 
established  in  the  Republic ;  62  per  cent,  represents  piece  goods, 
and  25  per  cent,  other  manufactures. 

England's  share  in  this  trade  amounts  to  over  60  per  cent, 
of  the  total  imports,  the  remaining  40  per  cent,  being  divided 
between  France  and  Germany.  All  the  jam  and  nearly  half  the 
piece  goods  come  from  England. 

.  It  is  probable  that  as  the  country  grows  richer  linen  will 
come  into  much  more  general  use,  and  will  take  the  place  of 
cotton  for  many  domestic  purposes  for  which  at  the  present 
day  preference  is  given  to  the  latter  on  account  of  its  cheapness. 

Although  the  quality  of  the  woollen  goods  manufactured  in  Woollen 
Mexico  has  improved  very  much  of  late  years,  the  increase  in  g00**8- 
the  imports  of  foreign  woollens  in  1895,  which  amounts  to  33  per 
cent.,  shows  that  the  middle  classes  will  always  buy  them  in 
preference  when  they  can  afford  to. 

About  80  per  cent,  or  the  imports  represents  cloths  and 
dress  material*,  the  remainder  being  principally  made  up  of 
ready-made  clothing,  hosiery,  and  dress  trimming*,  with  about 
16,000/.  worth  of  carpeting. 

France  supplies  about   40  per  cent,  of  the  foreign  woollen 

foods,  England  25  per  cent.,  Germany  20  per  cent.,  and  the 
Tnited  States  10. 

Light  coatings  and  dress  materials  come  principally  from 
France,  while  the  heavier  qualities  and  broadcloth  are  for  the 
most  part  of  English  make. 

Cheap  •'sarapes"  and  blanket*  are  manufactured  in  the 
country  at  prices  which  defy  competition  from  abroad. 

Since  the  completion  of  the  great  trunk  railway  systems  of  Iron  and  steel. 
Mexico,  the  imports  of  iron  and  steel  naturally  show  a  great 
falling  off  as  regards  rails  and  other  railway  material,  but  in  other 
branches  this  is  by  no  means  the  case,  as  is  shown  by  the 
statistics  for  1895,  when  total  imports  of  these  metals  exceeded 
those  of  the  previous  year  by  80,000/.,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
the  importation  of  railway  material  was  less  that  it  had  been  for 
many  years. 

The  principal  articles  comprehended  under  the  head  of  iron 
and  steel  are  as  follows : — Steel  rails  and  sleepers,  60,000/. ;  iron 
tubing,  56,000/.;  corrugated  iron  sheets  for  roofing,  54,000/  ; 
barbed  wire  for  fencing,  44,000/. ;  nails,  screws,  and  rivets, 
42,000/. ;  agricultural  implements,  41,000/. ;  sheet,  hoop,  and  bar 
iron,  34,000/. ;  tin  sheets  and  plates,  26,000/. ;  and  bar  steel, 
principally  for  mining  purposes,  24,000/.  The  other  articles  of 
minor  importance  which  are  separately  classified,  are  plough*, 
iron  beams  for  roof?,  steel  wire  cable,  iron  stoves,  and  telegraph 
wire,  besides  the  unclasrified  manufactures,  which  amount  to 
140,000/. 

Of  the  total  imports  of  iron  and  steel,  England  contributes 
about  30  per  cent.,  principally  in  rails  and  railway  material,  iron 
tubing,  corrugated  iron  sheets,  steel,  and  sheet,  hoop  and  bar  iron. 
About  55  |cr  cent,  comes  from" the  United  States,  and  the 
remainder  from  Germany  and  Belgium. 


Digitized  by  LiOOQ IC 


& 


MEXICO. 


Machinery 

and 

Implements. 


Spirituous 
liquor*. 


Chemical 
products. 


Paper. 


.    The  imports  of  machinery  in  1 895  "exceeded  those  of  1 894 
by  129,000/.,  or  about  18  per  cent. 

Under  this  head  are  comprehended  agricultural,  mining,  and 
industrial  machinery,  valued  at  488,000/.;  steam  engines,  165,000/. ; 
tools  for  artisans,  54,000/. ;  musical  instruments,  50,000/. ; 
scientific  instruments,  29,000/. ;  clocks  and  watches,  19,000/. ;  and 
pumps,  18,000/. 

Owing  partly  no  doubt  to  proximity,  and  to  the  facility 
afforded  thereby  for  filling  orders  rapidly,  but  partly  also  to  the 
similarity  of  conditions  and  to  the  consequent  similarity  of 
requirements  existing  in  the  two  countries,  the  United  State* 
control  between  50  and  60  per  cent,  of  this  branch  of  the 
import  trade,  principally  in  the  departments  of  mining  and 
agricultural  machinery,  pumps,  tools,  steam  engines,  and  clocks 
and  watches. 

England  furnishes  from  15  to  20  per  cent.,  a  not  inconsiderable 
part  being  industrial  machinery.  S9me  English  agricultural 
machinery,  notably  threshing  machines,  is  also  imported,  besides 
some  steam  engines  and  pumps. 

The  remainder  comes  for  the  most  part  from  France  and 
Germany. 

The  imports  of  spirituous  liquors  show  an  increase  of 
74,000/.,  or  20  per  cent  in  the  past  year. 

.Over  60  per  cent  of  the  total  imports  consists  of  wines 
(principally  red  wines)  which  are  brought  in  nearly  equal 
proportions  from  Spain  and  France. 

Nearly  30  per  cent,  represents  spirits  and  liqueurs,  which 
come  principally  from  France,  but  also  partly  from  Spain  and 
the  United  States.  The  remaining  10  per  cent,  is  made  up  for 
the  most  part  of  beer. 

A  very  considerable  falling-off  is  noticeable  in  the  imports 
of  beer,  which  used  to  be  introduced  in  large  quantities  from  the 
United  States  and  Germany.  This  is  due  to  the  establishment 
of  breweries  of  late  years  in  many  of  the  principal  towns  of  the 
interior,  where  beer  of  very  fair  quality  is  brewed  at  prices  which 
cannot  be  equalled  by  foreign  competitors. 

The  imports  of  chemical  products,  among  which  are  included 
paints,  show  a  larger  proportionate  increase  in  1895  as  compared 
with  1894  than  any  other  group  of  articles,  the  value  returned 
being  304,000/.  as  against  227,000/.,  a  difference  of  34  per  cent. 

In  this  trade  England  has  only  a  very  small  share,  under 
10  per  cent.  The  United  States  supply  nearly  one  half,  and 
the  remainder  is  furnished  by  France,  and,  in  a  lesser  degree,  by 
Germany. 

The  imports  of  paper  and  manufactures  of  paper  in  1895 
amounted  to  293,699/.,  exceeding  those  of  the  previous  year  by 
nearly  63,000/.,  or  27  per  cent. 

The  principal  articles  imported  under  this  head  were :  books 
and  music,  valued  at  56,000/. ;  cigarette  paper,  52,000/. ;  packing 
paper,  38,000/. ;  writing  paper,  30,000/. ;  unsized  paper,  18,000/. ; 
printed  forms,  account  books,  &c,  12,000/.;  wall  papers,  12,000/.; 
and  playing  cards,  4,000/. 
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The  unclassified  manufactures  of  paper  and  cardboard  amounted 
to  69,000/. 

The  United  States  suppljr  about  30  per  cent,  of  the  paper 
goods  imported,  principally  in  printing,  packing,  and  writing 
papers,  printed  forms  and  account  books,  and  miscellaneous 
manufactures. 

Spain  supplies  about  25  per  cent,  in  cigarette  paper,  books, 
and  playing  cards. 

France  furnishes  about  an  equal  amount  with  Spain  in  books 
and  music,  and  wall  papers. 

Germany  sends  some  packing  and  unsized  paper  and  mis- 
cellaneous manufactures. 

The  imports  from  England  are  insignificant,  being  confined 
to  a  small  quantity  of  wall  paper  and  a  little  writing  paper. 

The  imports  of  other  articles  in  1895  amounted  to  2,707,254/.  other 
as  compared  with  2,246,274/.  in  1894,  showing  an  increase  of articlctt- 
460,980/.,  or  about  20  per  cent. 

The  following  are  the  principal  items  included  under  this 
head : — 

Groceries  and  provisions,  valued  at  415,000/. ;  70  per  cent.  Urocerica  and 
of  which  came  from  the  United  States  and  15  per  cent,  from  provisions. 
Spain. 

Silks,  including  also  goods  made  of  silk  mixed  with  other  Silks, 
materials,  232,000/. ;  imported  principally  from  France. 

Arms  and  explosives,  189,000/. ;  of  which  one  half  represents  Arms  and 
dynamite   and  fuze   for  mining    purposes,  and   the   remainder  exPl08ive** 
firearms  and    ammunition.      The  United   States  supplied   over 
60   per  cent,    of  these  goods   and    Spain   about    20  per  cent, 
principally  in  cheap  revolvers  and  fowling  pieces. 

Copper,   brass,    spelter   and   manufactures   of   these   metals,  Copper,  brass, 
127,000/.;  imported  largely  from  the  United  States,  and   in   a  and  8Pelter- 
lesser  degree  from  France,  Germany,  and  England. 

Glass  and  earthenware,   125,000/.;  imported  in  nearly  equal  Glass  and 
proportions  from  the    United    States  and  Germany,  and  in   a  earthenware, 
lesser  degree  from  France.      The  cheap  qualities  are  those  for 
which  there  is  most  demand  in  Mexico. 

Wood  and  manufactures  of  wood,  113,000/.;    representing  \\r0od  and 
for  the  most  part  furniture  and  sawn  lumber.  manufactures 

Between  60  and  70  per  cent,  of  the  wood  is  imported  from  of  wood' 
the  United  States,  and  nearly  20  per  cent,  from  Germany. 

Petroleum,  87,000/. ;  all  of  which  is   of  American  produce.  Petroleum. 
It  is  introduced  principally  in  the  crude  state  in  order  to  save 
duties,  and  is  refined  in  the  country  by  an  American  company, 
the  Waters  Pierce  Oil  Company. 

Leather,  84,000/. ;  consisting  largely  of  unmanufactured  leather  Leather, 
intended  for  the  manufacture  of  boots  and  shoes;  after  which 
in  order  of  magnitude  come  saddlery  and  harness,  gloves,  and 
leather  belting.  The  United  States  and  France  furnish  together 
about  70  per  cent,  of  the  total  imports  of  leather,  and  Germany 
sends  between  20  and  25  per  cent. 
.    Stony  and  earthy  substances,  84,550/.;    comprising  marble,  Stony  and 
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eifHJ  cements,  ochreous  earths,  paraffin,  &c,  the  greater  part  of  which 

substances,      conies  from   France,   while '  England   supplies  a  few   thousand 

pounds  worth  of  Portland  cement. 
Gold  and  Gold  and  silver,  43,000/. ;  consisting  principally  of  articles  of 

ailrcr.  jewellery  and  gold  and  silver  lace.    Over  60  percent,  comes  from 

France,  and  about  25  per  cent,  from  Germany. 
Carriages.  Carriages,  34,000/.    About  80  per  cent.,  consisting  mainly  of 

light  carriages  suitable  for  bad  roads  and  country  work,  come 
from  the  United  States.  The  remainder,  being  for  the  most  part 
high  class  carriages  intended  for  use  in  large  town?,  come  from 
France.  • 

Miscellaneous.  Miscellaneous.  Under  this  head  are  included  an  infinite 
variety  of  articles,  too  numerous  to  mention,  a  considerable  part 
of  which  may  be  roughly  classified  as  fancy  goods,  which  come 
principally  from  France  and  Germany. 

Of  the   total  imports  under  the  head   of  *' other    articles" 

nearly  60  per  cent,  comes  from  the  United  States,  15  per  cent. 

from  France,  10  per  cent,  from  Germany,  and  about  5  per  cent. 

each  from  England  and  Spain. 

Pro«pect8  From  the  foregoing  remarks  it  will  be  seen  that  there  are 

fo'lDrit,fl1       many  branches  of  the  import  trade  in  which  England  has  a  much 

tr    e*  smaller  share  than  might  be  expected,  in  view  of  her  importance 

as    a   manufacturing   country.      This,  I  think,  is  attributable 

directly  to  the  absence  of  English  mercantile  establishments  in 

Mexico,  which  makes  English  goods  wholly  dependent  for  their 

sale  on  foreign  (mostly  French  or  German)  firms. 

If  the  nature  and  procedure  of  the  imports  were  a  fixed  and 
unvarying  quantity,  it  would  perhaps  matter  little  through  whose 
hands  they  were  distributed  to  the  consumers,  but  this  is  not 
the  case.  The  trade  of  Mexico  is  no  longer  in  the  elementary 
stage  which  can  be  satisfied  with  anything  which  is  put  before 
it ;  local  manufactures  are  rapidly  supplanting  foreign  goods  in 
many  important  departments ;  the  margin  of  profit  to  importers 
is  far  less  than  it  used  to  be ;  competition  is  every  day  keener, 
and  those  countries  which  wish  to  retain  their  share  of  its  com- 
merce must  study  its  altered  conditions,  must  anticipate  its  wants, 
and  must  leave  no  means  untried  to  prove  the  superior  merits  of 
their  goods  in  its  markets. 

Tins  cannot  be  effectively  done  through  the  medium  of  foreign 
merchants,  who,  though  they  may  be  ready  enough  to  buy  for 
their  own  account  or  sell  on  commission  such  goods  as  are  well- 
known  in  the  country  and  are  asked  for  by  their  customers,  are 
by  no  means  so  anxious  to  go  to  the  trouble  of  creating  new 
openings  for  British  products,  often  in  opposition  to  their  own 
national  interests.  The  canvassing  of  commercial  travellers  of 
course  does  some  good,  but,  as  they  have  no  means  of  reaching 
consumers,  except  through  established  wholesale  or  retail  firms, 
when  they  try  to  introduce  novelties  they  are  usually  met  with 
the  answer  that  such  articles  are  unknown  in  the  market  and  that 
there  is  no  demand  for  them.  The  only  means  of  inducing 
)>eoplc  to  buy  an  article  they  do  not  know  is  to  bring  it  before 
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their  notice  in  the  most  prominent  way  possible,  and  this  can 
only  be  done  through  establishments,  which,  if  not  exclusively 
retail,  combine  a  retail  with  a  wholesale  business.  I  am  there- 
fore strongly  of  opinion  that,  as  foreign  firms  cannot  be  expected 
to  take  the  necessary  trouble,  there  is  little  or  no  prospect  for  the 
opening  up  of  new  branches  of  English  trade  in  Mexico,  except 
through  the  medium  of  English  mercantile  agencies  or  shops.  In 
my  report  on  the  depression  of  trade  of  June  9,  1886,  ana  again 
in  my  report  on  the  trade  of  the  Federal  District  for  the  year 
1890,  I  called  attention  to  the  same  lack  of  English  business 
houses,  and  suggested  as  a  remedy  the  association  of  several 
manufacturing  firms  for  the  establishment  of  a  joint  agency  or 
store  in  Mexico  for  the  sale  of  their  goods.  Although  the 
practical  realisation  of  such  an  idea  may  present  difficulties  of 
which  I  know  nothing,  the  success  which  has  attended  the  open- 
ing of  agencies  in  Mexico  by  two  prominent  English  manufac- 
turing firms  for  the  sale  of  their  sewing  thread,  the  imports  of 
which  have  consequently  increased  in  the  past  10  years  from 
65,000/.  to  130,000/.,  seems  to  show  what  might  be  done  by  the 
same  irfeans  in  other  branches  of  trade. 

The  data  already  given  as  to  the  procedure  of  the  different 
classes  of  goods  in  most  demand  in  this  market  serves  to  indicate 
in  a  general  way  the  departments  in  which  English  trade  does 
not  appear  to  be  as  well  represented  as  it  might.  The  more 
particular  description  of  the  several  articles  which  might  be 
advantageously  introduced  must,  however,  be  left  to  commercial 
travellers,  who,  from  their  special  nnd  technical  knowledge  of 
their  respective  trades,  are  the  only  persons  who  can  be  con- 
sidered qualified  to  advise  on  such  subjects. 

Before  leaving  this  subject  I  may  mention  that  the  lower 
classes  of  Mexico,  the  importance  of  whose  custom  in  view  of 
their  great  numbers  should  not  be  underrated,  are  extremely  poor 
and  can  only  afford  to  buy  the  cheapest  articles.  In  goods  of 
such  quality  (I  refer  now  more  especially  to  hardwares,  cutlery, 
and  similar  things)  those  of  German  and  American  make  are 
preferred  to  English,  on  account  of  their  superior  finish,  even 
though  they  may  not  be  of  equal  durability.  If  English  manu- 
facturers were  to  take  a  lesson  in  this  respect  from  their  rivals, 
and  to  send  out  goods  equally  well-finished,  there  is  no  reason 
why  they  should  not  compete  successfully  in  this  as  in  other 
branches  of  trade  in  which,  owing  to  their  not  paying  sufficient 
attention  to  the  predilections  of  the  market,  they  at  present  enjoy 
only  a  very  small  share. 

The  United  States  have  a  still  larger  share  in  the  export  trade  Export  by 
of  Mexico  than  she  has  in  the  import  trade,  the  returns  for  1893  cow»W«* 
showing  exports  to  that  country  to  the  extent  of  8,682,879/.,  or 
over  75  per  cent,  of  the  total. 

Though  a  large  part  of  this  was  produce  intended  for  con- 
sumption in  the  United  States,  about  1,300,000/.  represented 
Mexican  silver  dollars  destined  for  shipment  to  China  and 
Europe,  which  were  sent  by  way  of  San  Francisco  or  New  York- 
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Nature  of  the 
exports. 


Gold. 


Silrer. 


as  affording  the  most  direct  route,  and  which  must  be  regarded, 
therefore,  as  practically  in  transit. 

England  comes  second  with  1,640,714/.,  or  about  15  per  cent, 
of  the  total  exports,  about  a  quarter  of  which  represents  Mexican 
silvfer  dollars. 

The  exports  to  other  countries  are  insignificant  and  together 
do  not  amount  to  10  per  cent,  of  the  total. 

As  will  be  seen  from  Anngx  B.  there  was  a  very  considerable 
increase  in  the  value  of  the  exports  in  1895  as  compared  with 
1894,  amounting  to  nearly  50  per  cent. 

This  increase  was  observable  (though  not  to  the  same  extent 
in  each  case)  in  almost  every  branch  of  the  export  trade  and 
cannot,  therefore,  be  attributed  to  fortuitous  circumstances. 

The  principal  articles  of  export  were  as  follows : — 

The  value  of  the  exports  of  gold  as  rendered  in  the  customs 
returns  is  really  a  fictitious  one,  being  based  on  the  fixed  rate  of 
675-j^fff  dol.  per  kilo,  of  gold  (equivalent  to  a  trifle  over  21  dol. 
per  ounce  troy)  which  has  been  in  use  as  the  official  standard  for 
all  coinage  operations  for  very  many  years.  It  is  needless  to  say 
that  this  rate  is  not  applicable  to  Mexican  silver  dollars  at  their 
present  price,  sd  that  in  reducing  the  value  of  the  gold  exports  as 
given  in  the  export  statistics  to  sterling  money,  I  have  done  so 
at  the  rate  of  4#.  to  the  dollar. 

The  exports  under  this  head,  which  amounted  in  1895  to 
1,046,726/.,  as  compared  with  475,057/.  in  1894,  include  not  only 
gold  coin  and  bullion,  but  also  the  value  of  the  gold  contained  in 
the  ores  exported  for  treatment  abroad,  and  that  contained  in 
silver  bullion  carrying  a  percentage  of  gold. 

Previous  to  July  1,  1894,  this  latter  used  to  be  classified  in 
the  returns  as  "  silver  mixed  with  gold/'  without  any  mention 
being  made  of  the  relative  value  of  the  two*  metals,  and  the 
alteration  in  the  system,  whereby  the  gold  can  now  be  entered 
under  its  proper  head,  is  accountable  in  great  measure  for  the  very 
large  increase  which  appears  in  the  gold  exports  for  1895. 

It  is  true  that  the  gold  mining  industry  has  made  great  strides 
in  the  past  2  or  3  years,  especially  in  the  State  of  Sonora,  and  if 
the  real  exports  were  returned  they  would  undoubtedly  be  found 
to  be  considerably  in  excess  of  these  figures,  but  owing  to  the 
facility  with  which  gold  can  be  smuggled  across  the  northern 
frontier  into  the  United  States,  thus  avoiding  the  payment  of  the 
mint  dues,  and  to  the  extent  to  which  this  practice  is  carried  on, 
the  customs  statistics  cannot  be  accepted  as  affording  a  complete 
record  of  the  annual  output. 

Between  60  and  70  percent,  of  the  gold  exported  goes  to  the 
United  States,  and  the  remainder  to  England  and  France. 

The  value  of  the  silver  exported  in  1895  amounted  to 
52,000,000  dol.,  equivalent  in  English  money  at  the  then  rate  of 
exchange  to  5,562,616/.,  which  was  the  largest  export  of  silver 
ever  made  from  Mexico  in  any  one  year.  Considering  that  the 
price  of  silver  on  the  London  market  was  throughout  that  year 
at  almost  the  lowest  point  it  has  ever  reached,  this  fact  afibrds  a 
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striking  confirmation  of  the  opinion  I  expressed  in  1893  in  my 
report  on  the  Depreciation  of  Silver  (No.  302,  Miscellaneous 
Series),  that  a  low  price  of  the  metal  abroad  would  not  prejudice 
the  silver  mining  industry  in  Mexico,  .an  opinion  which  at  the 
time  met  with  a  good  deal  of  adverse  criticism  from  the  public 
press. 

35  per  cent,  of  the  silver  was  exported  in  the  form  of  coin, 
either  for  use  as  money  in  the  East,  or  to  be  melted  down  again 
into  bullion,  about  four-fifths  of  which  "went  to  the  United  States, 
and  the  remainder  to  England. 

21  per  cent,  was  exported  in  the  form  of  ores  to  be  reduced 
abroad^  three-quarters  of  which,  for  the  most  part  of  the  lower 
grades,  were  sent  to  the  United  States,  and  the  rest  to  Swansea 
and  Freiberg. 

42  per  cent,  was  exported  in  the  form  of  bullion,  whether  of 
pure  silver,  of  silver  mixed  with  gold,  or  of  what  is  known  in 
the  United  States  as  base  bullion,  that  is  to  say,  bars  of  argenti- 
ferous lead  as  they  come  out  of  the  smelting  furnaces,  and  before 
they  are  refined.  The  silver  contained  in  argentiferous  copper, 
which  is  comparatively  of  small  value,  is  also  included  under 
this  head. 

The  most  important  of  these,  viz.,  the  base  bullion,  is  almost 
all  shipped  to  the  United  States  to  be  refined  in  bond  at  New 
York.  Of  the  bullion  proper,  about  four-fifths  go  to  the  United 
States,  and  the  rest  to  England. 

The  other  sub-division  of  the  products  of  silver  mines  con- 
sists of  furnace  slags,  silver  sulphurets,  and  products  of  the 
cyanide  process,  which  together  represent  only  a  comparatively 
small  value. 

The  coffee  industry  has  of  late  years  begun  to  assume  con- Coffee, 
eiderable  proportions  in  Mexico,  and  the  exports  of  coffee  are 
now  larger  than  those  of  any  other  article,  with  the  single 
exception  of  silver,  and  are  increasing  year  by  year  as  the  new 
plantations,  which  are  being  formed  all  over  the  country,  come 
into  bearing.  The  sudden  development  of  this  industry  is 
ascrlbable  to  the  coincidence  of  the  increase  in  the  price  of  coffee 
in  the  United  States  with  the  decrease  in  the  coBt  of  labour  in 
Mexico,  consequent  on  the  depreciation  of  the  silver  dollar, 
which  called  the  attention  of  investors  to  the  large  profits  to  be 
made  by  its  cultivation.  There  is  little  doubt,  however,  that 
even  without  these  more  or  less  ephemeral  advantages,  the  con- 
ditions of  climate  and  soil  in  Mexico,  added  to  the  cheapness  of 
laud  and  labour,  are  sufficiently  favourable  to  its  production  to 
ent&le  Mexican  coffee  to  compete  profitably  in  foreign  markets 
with  that  of  almost  any  other  country. 

The  jxports  in  the  year  1895  amounted  to  334,059  cwts., 
value:!  in  the* returns  at  4/.  3*.  9d  per  cwt.  Nine-tenths  of  this 
total  was  exported  to  the  United  ''States,  and  the  remainder  was 
divided  between  Germany,  France,  and  England. 
'  Under  this  head  I  have  grouped  several  classes  of  fibres,  Fibwa. 
which/as  they  differ  in  character  and  value;  call  for  some  separate 
mention. 
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Hencquec.  By  far  the  most  important  of  the*e  industries  is  the  cultiva- 

tion and  preparation  of  the  fibre  known  in  England  as  "  sisal 
hemp,'5  so  called  from  the  name  of  the  port  from  which  it  used  to 
be  principally  exported,  and  in  the  United  States  as  "  henequen 
hemp.'  The  plant  which  produces  it  is  a  epecies  of  agave, 
which  flourishes  to  best  advantage  in  stony  and  arid  land  at  sea- 
level.  The  present  prosperity  of  the  State  of  Yucatan,  a  large 
proportion  of  which  is  too  sterile  to  yield  any  other  crop,  is  due 
almost  entirely  to  the  development  of  this  industry.  The  plant 
requires  very  little  cultivation,  and  the  separation  and  cleaning 
of  the  fibre  is  effected  very  cheaply.  The  return  of  fibre  is 
estimated  at  the  rate  of  from  1,000  to  1,200  lbs.  per  acre. 

The  value  of  the  export  in  1895  amounted  to  786,455/. 

About  90  per  cent,  of  the  total  crop  finds  its  market  in  the 
United  States.     In  England  it  is  comparatively  little  used. 

Local  prices  are  governed  by  the  New  York  market,  and  are 
subject  to  very  great  and  rapid  fluctuations.  The  average  price 
in  the  year  1895  was  somewhat  under  3  c.  gold  per  lb.,  or 
12/.  15s.  per  ton,  while  the  London  quotation  in  April  of  this 
year  was  as  high  as  17/. 
Ixtlc.  The    short-leaved    agave,   known   in    Mexico    as    ixtle    or 

lechugilla,  which  is  found  growing  wild  in  most  of  the  central 
and  northern  States  of  the  Republic,  yields  a  short  and  stiff  fibre 
which  is  used  in  the  manufacture  of  cheap  scrubbing  brushes,  and 
for  other  purposes  where  a  substitute  for  animal  bristles  is 
required. 

About  60  per  cent,  of  this  fibre  is  exported  to  the  Unitea 
States,  and  the  remainder  in  nearly  equal  proportions  to  England 
and  Germany.     The  export  in  1895  was  valued  at  59,973/. 

The  price  at  which  it  is  set  down  in  the  returns  is  barely  over 
10/.  per  ton,  but  although,  as  is  the  case  with  henequen,  the 
fluctuations  in  its  value  are  very  great,  owing  to  the  limited 
.  demand  and  the  frequency  with  which  the  market  becomes  over- 
stocked, I  think  this  is  much  too  low,  as  the  New  York  quota- 
tions calculated-quarterly  show  an  average  price  during  1895  of 
3£  c.  per  lb.,  or  16/.  6s.  8d.  per  ton.  In  April  of  this  year  the 
London  quotation  was  from  15/.  to  21/.  per  ton  according  to 
quality. 
Broom  root.  From  the  roots  of  a  coarse,  tufty  grass,  known  as  '*  zacaton/' 

which  is  found  growing  wild  all  over  tne  highlands  of  Mexico,  a 
fibre  is  extracted,  called  u Raiz  de  zacaton,"  which  has  found  a 
market  abroad  for  the  manufacture  of  certain  kinds  of  brushes 
and  whi&ks.  It  is  collected  by  hand,  and  is  subjected  to  very 
little  treatment  before  being  baled,  beyond  being  soaked  in  water 
and  bleached  in  the  sun. 

The  principal  market  for  this  fibre  is  Hamburg,  but  the 
United  States  and  France  both  take  a  certain  amount.  It  has 
never  obtained  a  foothold  in  the  English  market. 

The  export  in  1895  was  valued  at  67,599/. 

The  price,  according  to  the  New  York  quotations,  ranged  in 
the  year  under  question  from  6  c.  to  14  c.  per  lb.,  according  to 
quality. 
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The  exports  of  copper  in  1895    amounted  to  20,101  tons,  Copper, 
valued  at  361,695?.,  as  against  8,317   tons,    with    a  value   of 
140,842/.,  in  1894. 

By  far  the  greatest  part  came  from  the  mines  owned  by  the 
Boleo  Copper  Mining  Company,  in  Lower  California,  and  was 
shipped  from  the  port  of  Santa  Rosalia.  As  I  mentioned  in  my 
report  for  1894,  about  one-third  of  the  output  from  these  mines 
is  exported  in  bars  of  almost  pure  copper,  and  the  other  two- 
thirds  in  the  form  of  matte  or  regulus  containing  about  60  per 
cent,  of  copper. 

A  little  copper  is  also  exported  through  the  port  of  Tamp ico, 
and  through  the  custom-houses  of  Laredo  and  Nogales. 

Almobt  all  the  copper  produced  in  the  Republic  is  sent  to 
England.  The  value  per  ton  as  given  in  the  official  returns  for 
1895  is  18/. 

The  export  of  live-stock  from  Mexico  in  1895  showed  an  Live  stock, 
extraordinary  increase  over  that  of  the  year  before,  the  shipments 
amounting  to  274,510  head,  valued  at  358,937/.,  as  against 
67,052  head,  with  a  value  of  85,673/.,  in  1894.  This  was  due  in 
great  measure  to  the  large  purchases  made  by  Texan  farmers 
in  order  to  re-stock  their  farms,  from  which  the  cattle  had  either 
died  or  been  driven  off  to  other  districts  during  the  severe  droughts 
of  the  two  previous  years. 

Of  the  above  total,  253,995  head  were  horned  cattle, 
8,118  were  sheep,  5,932  were  hogs,  and  6,465  were  horses,  mules, 
and  asses. 

A  comparatively  small  amount  of  horned  cattle  was  exported 
over  the  southern  frontier  to  Guatemala,  but  the  great  bulk  of  the 
exports  went  to  the  United  States. 

The  exports  of  hides  and  skins  show  a  small  increase  in  Hid*  and 
1895,  the  value  returned  being  276,876/.,  as  against  255,311/.  in  *kmik 
1894. 

The  most  important  branch  of  this  trade  is  that  of  goat-skins,  QoaLskfns. 
which  represented  a  value  of  150,231/.  in  1895. 

The  breeding  of  goats  is  most  extensively  carried  on  in  the 
States  of  Oaxaca,  Puebla,  San  Luis  Potosi,  Tamaulipas,  and 
Coahuila,  and  the  skins  are  exported  almost  exclusively  to  the 
United  States.  The  average  price  in  the  New  York  market  in 
the  year  1895  was  from  Is.  6rf.  to  Is.  lOd.  per  lb. 

Next  in  order  of  importance  come  ox-hides,  the  exports  of0**1***** 
which  in  1895  were  valued  at  99,802/.  About  80  per  cent,  was 
sent  to  the  United  States,  and  the  remaining  20  per  cent.  waB 
divided  between  France,  Germany,  and  Columbia.  New  York 
quotations  show  an  average  price  per  lb.  in  1895  for  Mexican  ox- 
hides of  from  6±d.  to  l\d. 

The  trade  in  deer-skins  is  very  generally  extended  over  the  Deer-akina. 
whole  of  the  Republic,  there  being  scarcely  a  single  port  from 
which  they   are  not  exported  in    more  or   less    quantity,    the 
principal    ones    being    Progreso,    Vera    Cruz,    Acapulco,    and 
Matamoros. 

The  value  of  the  exports  in  1895  was  20,249/.,  of  which  about 
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Other  hides 
and  skins. 


Lead. 


I)ye-woods. 


Tobacco. 


75  per  cent,  went  to  the  United  States,  and  the  remainder  to 
Germany  and  Columbia.  The  average  value  of  deer-skins  in 
the  New  York  market  in  1895  was  from  6d.  to  7d.  per  lb. 

Among  the  other  hides  and  skins  exported  may  be  mentioned 
those  of  the  alligator  and  peccary.  The  average  price  of  the 
former  on  the  New  York  market  in  1895  was  2*.  8d.  each  for 
large  skins  of  6  feet  in  length. 

No  clean  lead  is  exported  from  Mexico,  the  exports  under  this 
head,  to  which  I  have  already  alluded  in  the  paragraph  on  silver, 
being  confined  exclusively  to  argentiferous  lead  bars,  the  product 
of  the  smelting  works,  almost  all  of  which  is  shipped  to  New 
York,  where  the  separation  of  the  silver  is  effected  in  bond. 

The  smelting  industry  in  Mexico,  which  received  its  first 
impulse  from  the  heavy  duties  imposed  a  few  years  ago  in  the 
United  States  on  silver  lead  ores,  has  steadily  increased  ever 
aince,  the  exports  of  silver  lead  bars  for  1895  amounting  to 
982,384  cwte.,  with  a  value  of  253,215/.,  as  against  599,858  cwts., 
valued  at  154,986/.,  in  1894. 

The  value  at  which  the  lead  was  returned  in  the  statistics  for 
1895  was  at  the  rate  of  5*.  per  cwt.,  that  of  the  silver  contents 
being  rendered  separately  under  the  head  of  silver  bullion. 

The  exports  of  dye-woods  from  Mexico  amounted  in  1895  to 
93,936  tons,  valued  at  250,874/.,  as  against  70,169  tons,  valued 
at  183,600/.,  in  1894 

They  are  classified  in  the  returns  under  the  heads  of  fustic, 
known  in  Mexico  as  "Palo  Moral/'  and  logwood,  known  as 
"Palo  de  Tinted  Of  the  former  about  15,000  tons  were 
exported  in  1895,  the  value  according  to  New  York  quotations 
having  averaged  in  that  year  from  57s.  to  71s.  per  ton  of  2,000  lbs. 
The  exports  of  logwood  amounted  to  nearly  80,000  tons,  quoted 
in  New  York  at  from  126*.  to  130s.  per  ton  of  2,000  lbs. 

About  50  per  cent,  of  the  total  exports  of  dye-woods  goes  to 
England,  about  20  per  cent,  each  to  France  and  Germany,  and 
the  remainder  to  the  United  Slates. 

Although  the  exports  of  tobacco  in  1895  show  no  particular 
increase  over  those  of  1894,  the  prospects  of  the  industry  are 
very  promising,  both  as  regards  the  cultivation  of  the  raw 
product  and  its  manufacture  into  cigars  and  cigarette?,  in  view 
of  the  scarcity  of  tobacco  in  Cuba. 

One  of  the  principal  obstacles  to  Mexican .  leaf  tobacco 
finding  acceptance  abroad  has  hitherto  been  the  difficulty 
experienced  in  classifying  it  according  to  the  requirements  of 
foreign  markets,  but  buyers  are  now  beginning  to  come  to  this 
country,  and  are  teaching  the  exporters  how  to  make  the  neces- 
sary classification  before  shipment. 

The  exports  in  1895  consisted  of  1,814,231  lbs.  of  leaf 
tobacco,  and  874,375  lbs.  of  manufactured  tobacco,  valued 
together  at  158,684/. 

The  former  was  shipped  principally  to  Germany  and  Belgium, 
and  the  latter  to  England. 

The  price  at  which  they  are  valued  in  the  returns  appears 
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unduly  low,  being  only  9 d.  per  lb.  for  the  leaf  tobacco,  and  2s.  for 
the  manufactured. 

The   exports  of  vanilla  have  increased  very  notably  in  the  Vanilla, 
past  year,  the  returns   for  1895  showing  a  value  of  135,330/., 
against  86,449/.  for  1894. 

The  whole  of  the  crop,  with  the  exception  of  a  very  small 
amount  sent  to  France,  is  exported  to  the  United  States.  The 
New  York  quotations  show  an  average  price  of  vanilla  through- 
out the  year  1895  of  from  5  to  8  dol.  gold  (1/.  to  U.  12*.)  per 
lb.,  according  to  quality.  The  export  price  as  given  in  the 
Mexican  official  returns  would  appear,  therefore,  to  be  low,  being 
at  the  rate  of  little  more  than  165.  per  lb. 

Chicle  gum  is  the  product  of  a  tree  known  as  the  "  Zapote  Chicle, 
prieto,"  which  is  found  in  large  numbers  in  the  forests  along  the 
coast  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  It  is  exported  exclusively  to  the 
United  States,  where  it  is  in  great  demand  as  a  chewing  gum. 
The  value  of  the  exports  in  1895  was  122,847/.,  as  against 
72,158/.  in  1894. 

The  average  price  in  1895,  according  to  the  New  York 
quotations,  was  1*.  per  lb. 

Almost  all  the  exports  under  the  head  of  cabinet  woods  Cabinet 
consist  of  mahogany  and  cedar,  but  a  small  quantity  of  other  woods, 
furniture  wood  is  also  included,  as  well  as  a  trifling  amount  of 
ordinary  lumber  exported  over  the  northern  frontier.  This  is  the 
only  important  branch  of  the  export  trade  in  which  a  falling-off 
has  occurred  in  the  year  under  consideration,  the  value  exported 
in  1895  having  amounted  to  67,676/.  as  compared  with  87,326/. 
in  1894. 

Nearly  two-thirds  of  these  woods  are  shipped  to  England, 
and  the  remainder  to  the  United  States. 

New  York  prices  in  1895  averaged  from  3\d.  to  5$d.  per 
cubic  foot  for  mahogany,  and  from  3d.  to  4£d.  for  cedar.  English 
prices  were  somewhat  higher. 

The    export   of    beans    of    different    kinds,    including   the  Beans. 
"  garbanzo,    or  chick  pea,  has  attained  considerable  proportions 
of  late  years,  especially  since  the  cost  of  their  production  was 
reduced  by  the  depreciation  of  silver. 

In  1895  128,036  cwts.,  valued  at  64,266/.,  were  exported,  as 
against  85,587  cwts.,  valued  at  53,170/.,  in  1894. 

The  great  bulk  of  these  exports  went  to  Spain  and  Cuba. 
The  following  are  the  most  important  articles  coming  under  Other  article* 
this  head : — 

Fruits,  principally  oranges  and  lemons,  the  trade  in  which  is  Fruits, 
yearly  increasing.      The   exports  in   1895    amounted    to    over 
32,000/.,  all  of  which  went  to  the  United  States. 

The  marble  industry  is  also  steadily  increasing  in  importance.  Marble, 
The  exports  in  1895  amounted  to  over  23,000/.,  most  of  which 
found  a  market  in  the  United  States. 

The  shipments  of  low  grade  sugars  to  England  and  the  United  S°«*r« 
States  amounted  in  1895  to  about  12,500/. 

The  depression  of  the  industry  in  Cuba  owing  to  the  Civil 
(2284)  b  2 
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War  will  undoubtedly  have  the  effect  of  greatly  stimulating  the 
production  of  sugar  for  export  in  Mexico,  where  hitherto  the 
cultivation  of  the  cane  has  been  confined  to  producing  sufficient 
(or  the  home  market. 

The  only  other  articles  of  export  which  call  for  special  men- 
tion are  jalap,  rubber,  horsehair,  peppers,  and  sarsaparilla,  the 
value  of  the  exports  of  which  range  from  10,500/.  for  the  first 
down  to  7,500/.  for  the  last. 
Public  work?.  On  April  1  of  the  current  year  there  were  6,934  miles  of 
railway  in  operation  throughout  the  Republic.  The  increase  of 
local  traffic  on  most  of  these  lines  has  been  very  encouraging, 
and  has  gone  far  to  compensate  the  companies  owning  them  for 
the  losses  which  the  depreciation  of  silver  entailed  on  them  in 
the  payment  of  interest  on  their  bonded  debts.  The  following 
table  shows  the  net  receipts  in  Mexican  silver  dollars  of  the  two 
great  American  trunk  lines  during  the  last  3  years,  from  which 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  earnings  of  the  National  Railway  increased 
26  per  cent.,  and  those  of  the  Central  Railway  37  per  cent,  in 
the  year  1895  as  compared  with  1893. 

Net  Earnings  of  the  Mexican  Central  and  National  Railways. 


Tear. 

Mexican  Central 
Bailway. 

Mexican  National 
Bailway. 

1898          

1894 

1895          

Dollars. 
2,845,688 
2,960,850 
8,896,475 

Dollars. 
1,688,488 
1,891,962 
2,071,408 

On  the  same  date  (April  1,  1896)  there  were  open  to  the 
public  service  27,635  miles  of  telegraph  line  belonging  to  the 
Federal  system,  without  counting  those  belonging  to  the  railways 
and  to  private  companies. 

The  important  work  of  the  drainage  of  the  Valley  of  Mexico, 
consisting  of  6±  lineal  miles  of  tunnel,  and  30  of  canal,  is  practi- 
cally concluded.  The  tunnel  is  quite  finished,  and  only  400,000 
cubic  metres  of  excavation,  out  of  a  total  of  11,500,000,  are 
required  to  complete  the  Grand  Canal. 

Great  efforts  are  being  made  by  the  Government  to  afford 
better  facilities  for  shipping  by  the  construction  of  harbour 
works.  Those  at  Tampico  are  finished,  and  vessels  of  20  feet 
draught  can  now  enter  the  port  with  safety.  The  Vera  Crux 
Port  works,  the  contract  for  which  was  given  last  year  to  Messrs. 
S.  Pearson  and  Son,  are  being  actively  pushed,  as  also  those  of 
the  Port  of  Coatzacoalcos,  which  are  being  carried  out  by  the 
same  firm.  On  the  Pacific  side  it  is  intended  to  make  a  first- 
class  harbour  at  Salina  Cruz,  the  terminus  of  the  Tehuantepec 
Isthmus  Railway. 
Coinage.  Towards  the  end  of  1894  the  Government,  by  arrangement 
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with  the  leasees,  took  over  the  administration  of  the  various 
minte,  and  in  1895  suppressed  all  except  those  at  the  City  of 
Mexico,  Guannjuato,  Zacatecas,  and  Culiacan. 

The  coinage  in  the  calendar  years   1894  and  1895   was   as 
follows : — 


Gold. 

Silver. 

Copper. 

1894 

1895 

Dollars. 
554,107 
504,193 

Dollars. 
29,481,038 
24,832,351 

Dollars. 
18,957 
34,525 

A  general  census  of  the  entire  Republic  was  taken  in  October,  Population. 

1895.  The  result  bhowed  a  total  population  of  12,570,195,  being 
an  increase  of  2,662,184,  or  26  per  cent.,  over  that  of  the  last 
census,  which  was  taken  in  1878. 

The  abolition  of  the  "  alcnbalas,"  or  Interstate  duties,  which  AboUtion  of 
was  decreed  in  1895,  was  finally  carried  into   eilcct  on  July   1,  duUet! 

1896.  Merchandise  of  all  kinds,  both  foreign  and  domestic,  can 
now  circulate  freely  throughout  the  Republic,  without  being 
subject  to  customs  revision  or  the  payment  of  duties. 

The  official  returns  of  the  movement  of  merchandise  through  Foreign 
the  northern  frontier  custom-houses  of  the  Republic  show  the  ?IJ?la,l<* 
following  results : — 


Y                               1       Tonnage 
Iear*                               Imported. 

Tonnage 
Exported. 

1894          

1895          

170,622 
21 -,149 

296,104 
739,012 

Forty  per  cent,  of  the  imports  were  entered  through  Laredo, 
the  terminus  of  the  Mexican  National  Railway ;  35  per  cent, 
through  Ciudad  Juarez,  on  the  Central  Railway,  and  20  per  cent, 
through  Ciudad  Porfirio  Diaz,  on  the  International  Railway. 

In  the  case  of  the  exports  this  order  is  reversed,  Ciudad 
Porfirio  Diaz  coming  first  with  over  70  per  cent.,  followed  by 
Ciudad  Juarez  with  20  per  cent,  while  the  exports  through 
Laredo  scarcely  reached  3  per  cent. 

The  remarkable  increase  in  the  tonnage  of  the  exports  in  1895 
was  due  in  great  measure  to  the  large  shipments  of  live-stock 
which  were  made  through  the  custom-house  of  Ciudad 
Porfirio  Diaz. 

In  the  accompanying  table,  Annex  A.  1,  will  be  found  the  Shipping 
number  and  tonnage  of  all   vessels  entered   at   Mexican    ports 
direct  from  foreign  countries  in  1895,  which  show  a  small  increase 
over  the  previous  year. 

In  the  return,  however,  of  all  vessels  engaged  in  the  coasting 
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trade  of  Mexican  ports,  Annex  A.  2,  the  increase  is  much  more 
considerable,  amounting  to  231  vessels,  with  61,292  tons. 

I  am  unfortunately  unable  to  subdivide  the  vessels  under  the 
head  of  nationalities  owing  to  the  delay  in  the  publication  of  the 
Government  statistics  on  the  subject. 

Annex  A.  I. — Return  of  all  Vessels  Entered  at  Ports  included 
in  the  Consular  District  or'  the  City  of  Mexico  from  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Calendar  Year  1895. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

m^,.         Number  of 
T0M-      ,     Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tom. 

British       ...        ) 
Mexican     ... 
Aroencan  ...         V 
Gerraan      ...         I 
Oilier  flags ...        J 

No  data  obt 

ainable  as  to  nationality 

I 

Total       

.  t   for  the  year 
preceding 

127               81,833                621 
147               98,640                487 

808,597       '          648 
697,433                634 

890,430 
796,093 

Annex  A.  2. — Return  of  all  Vessels  Engaged  in  the  Coasting 
Trade  Entered  at  the  Ports  included  in  the  Consular  District 
of  the  City  of  Mexico  during  the  Calendar  Year  1895. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British       ...        ) 
Mexican     ...        | 
American  ...        > 
German     ...        j 
Other  flags ...        J 

No  data  obt 

ainable  as  to 

nationality 

Total       

„    for  the  year 
preceding 

1,396 
1,363 

44,149 
47,183 

1,096 
898 

470,717 
406,389 

2,492 
2,261 

614,866 
433,574 

Nora.— The  ports  Included  In  the  Consular  district  of  the  city  of  Mexico  are  the  following  :— 
Acapulco,  Altata,  Bahia  dc  la  Magdaleoa,  Ensrnada  de  Todos  Santos,  Guaymas,  La  Paz,  ManzaniUo. 
Matamoros.  Mazatlan.  Puerto  Angel,  salina  Cruz,  San  Bias,  San  Jose  del  Cabo,  Santa  Rosalia. 
Soconusco,  Tamp  co,  and  Tonatt.  ' 
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Annex  B.  1. — Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Mexico 
during  the  Calendar  Years  1894-95. 


Articles. 

Cwts. 
Tons 
Sq.  yards... 

... 
Sq.  yards ... 

Lbs."      ... 

Tons 

:-• 

1894.                   !                    1896. 

I 

Quantity. 

! 
Value.          Qusntity. 

Value. 

Baw  cotton m 

Coal  and  coke       

Cotton  piece  goods         

„     atralue     

Linens,  piece  goods        

„     at  value     

Woollens,  piece  goods    

„        at  value         

Iron  and  steel 

Machinery  and  implements 

Chemical  products          

Spirituous  liquors 

Paper,  and  manufactures  of     ... 
Other  articles 

273,362 

27 -',793 

31,623,616 

1,688,016 

1,170,866 

47)274 

877,664 

177,427 

466,424 

818,686 

66,804 

32,869 

234,696 

64,279 

612,099 

726,621 

227,367 

883,433 

240,86$ 

2,246,274 

224,664 

286,822 

52,816,587 

2,168,160 

2,770,085 

45J031 

::: 

£ 

311,167 

186,126 

681,612 

361,060 

71,121 

42,672 

310,792 

72.682 

593,165 

850,280 

304,628 

467,926 

293,699 

2,707,254 

Total 

... 

6,043,790     | 

7,249,009 

Annex  B.  2.— Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Mexica 
during  the  Calendar  Years  1894-95. 


CwtsT      ... 
Tons 

Head        '.'.'. 
Cwts. 

Tons 
Lbs. 

,,           ... 

11           ••• 

Cwts."      ... 

1894.                   |                    1895. 

1 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value.         Quantity. 

Value. 

Gold 

Silver          

Ciffec         

Fibres 

Copper        ~ 

Lire-stock 

Hides  and  skins 

Lead 

Dye-woods 

Tobacco      

Vanilla        

Chicle          ~. 

Cabinet  woods      ... 

Beans         

Other  articles       

S40,'015 

69,725 

8,317 

67,062 

109,876 

599,858 

70,169 

3,654,232 

87.864 

2,162,496 

86,687 

£ 

475,057 

4,686,223 

1,160,243 

914,246 

140,842 

85,673 

2^5,811 

1  .'.4,986 

183,600 

156,689 

86,449 

72,158 

87,326 

68,170 

266,510 

384,089 

69,883 

20,101 

274,610 

102,383 

982.384 

93,986 

2,688,604 

,       166,207 

2,461,760 

128,086 

£ 

1,046,726 

6,562,616 

1,396.919 

014,027 

861,696 

358,937 

276,876 

253,216 

260,874 

168,684 

185,830 

122,647 

67,676 

64.266 

325,710 

Total    ... 

1     - 

... 

8,766,383    1 

11,298,898 

Annex  C— Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles 
Exported  from  and  Imported  to  Mexico  from  and  to  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Calendar  Years  1894-95. 


Exports. 

Imports. 

Country. 

1894. 

1895. 

1894. 

1895. 

Kng'and           . . 
United  States  .. 

France 

Germany 

Spain 

Other  countries 

£ 

1,338.669 

6,608,897 

275,810 

271,454 

87,o04 

184,049 

£ 

1,640,714 

8,652.879 

807,084 

883,085 

82,689 

252,047 

£ 

1,226,096 
2,693,751 
893,156 
569,853 
404,010 
257,421 

£ 

1,878,215 

8,248,502 

1,194.827 

776.958 

897,564 

257,943 

Total     .. 

8,766,383    j  11,298,898    |     6,043,790 

1                        I 

7,219,009 
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Tampico. 


Trtdeand 
commerce. 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  Griffith  reports  as  follows : — 

The  volume  of  business  transacted  at  this  port  during  the 
year  1895  has  shown  a  decided  improvement  over  that  of  1894, 
and  this  is  due  principally  to  the  great  increase  of  shipping 
visiting  the  port,  the  peaceful  and  prosperous  condition  of  the 
country,  and  the  recognition  of  the  fact  that  Tampico  has  become 
the  chief  port  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

This  district  cannot,  for  many  years,  become  a  large  consum  r 
of  imported  goods,  on  account  of  its  sparse  population,  and  any 
remarks  on  the  special  circumstances  which  may  have  cause  1 
fluctuations  in  British  or  foreign  commerce  would  apply  rather 
to  the  Republic  as  a  whole  than  to  this  particular  district. 
New  branches.  In  my  report  for  1894  I  mentioned  a  new  industry  which 
had  been  started,  viz.,  the  canning  of  fish  and  fruits.  Commenced 
on  a  small  scale,  the  results  have  proved  sufficiently  satisfactoiy 
to  warrant  an  extension  of  the  business,  and  other  establishment* 
have  been  started  on  the  same  lines. 

Live  turtles  are  also  shipped  to  the  New  York  market,  wheie 
they  fetch  a  good  price.  The  season  commences  in  May  and  lasts 
until  September. 

The  fishing  industry  is  capable  of  great  development,  and 
Tampico,  from  its  favourable  position,  should  supply  the  whole 
of  the  Republic  with  fresh  fish. 

The  Waters  Pierce  Oil  Company,  an  American  corporation, 
which  supplies  this  country  with  petroleum,  recognising  the 
importance  of  Tampico  as  a  distributing  point,  and  taking  into 
consideration  the  many  and  superior  facilities  it  possesses  for  the 
quick  discharge  and  handling  of  their  oil,  have  removed  their 
refinery  from  the  city  of  San  Luis  Potosf  to  this  port.  Most  of 
the  materia),  for  the  erection  of  the  new  huildings,  is  already  on 
the  ground ;  and,  when  they  are  completed,  they  will  give 
employment  to  between  200  and  300  hands.  They  will  also  build 
a  new  wharf. 

Another  important  industry  is  contemplated,  and  negotiations 
are  well  advanced  for  the  establishment  here  of  a  plant  for  the 
cold  storage  of  beef.  The  company  has  been  formed  with 
Mexican  capital,  and  the  intention  is  to  bring  the  cattle  here  by 
rail,  and  ship  the  beef  to  Europe  in  vessels  properly  adapted  for 
the  trade. 

Both  imports  and  exports  show  a  large  increase  ever  those  of 
the  previous  year,  the  former  haviug  risen  from  578,142/.  to 
1,178,766/.,  being  a  gain  of  over  103  per  cent ,  and  the  latter 
from  2,673,515/.  to  3,894,213/.,  an  increase  of  over  45  per  cent. 

In  Annex  B  will   be  found  a  list  of  the  principal  articles  of 

import.     A  large  increase  has    taken  place  in  coal,  coke,  and 

lumber,  and  this  port  has  now   become  the  principal  depot  for 

these  articles,  which  pay  no  duty. 

Import  The  duties  on  imports  collected  at  this  port  for  each  month 

foties.  of  1895  were : — 


Imports  and 

exports 

generally. 


Import*. 
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Year. 


January  .. 

February. . 

March 

April 

May 

Jane 

July 

August    . , 

September 

October  .. 

NoTember 

December 


Value. 


Currency. 

Sterling. 

Dol. 

c 

£ 

140,829 

37 

28,165 

99,142 

41 

19,828 

147,879 

83 

29,475 

150,924 

78 

80,185 

191,666 

68 

88,883 

217,955 

27 

43,591 

134,700 

44 

26,940 

284,026 

7 

56,805 

876,207 

69 

75,241 

405,572 

60 

81,114 

422,352 

12 

84,470 

295,297 

62 

59,059 

The  chief  productions  of  this  locality,  being  articles  of  export,  Exports. 
are  ixtle,  fustic  (palo   moral),  sarsaparilla,  hides,  honey,  cedar, 
and  goatskins. 

The  greater  part  of  the  ixtle  was  shipped  to  New  York.  Ixtle. 

Fustic  was  exported  to  England,  the  United  States,  Germany,  Fustic, 
and  France;  England  and  the  United  States  taking  most  of  it. 

Sarsaparilla  found  its  chief  market  in  England  and  the  United  Sareaparilla. 
State?. 

The  United  States  take  most  of  the  hides  and  skins. 

Germany  takes  most  of  the  honey,  and  it  is  used   for  the ! 
manufacturing  of  beer. 

The  cedar  of  this  region  is  of  an  inferior  quality  to  that  Cedar, 
of  Cuba  and  Tuxpam,  and  its  appearance  as  an  article  of  export 
is  due  to  the  insurrection  in  Cuba. 

Silver-lead  in  the  form  of  ingots,  weighing  about  100  lbs.  j 
each,  is  the  chief  article  of  export.     It  comes  from  the  smelters 1 
at  Aguas  Calientes,  San  Luis  Potosf,  and  Monterey,  and  is  shipped 
to  New  York. 

By  reference  to  Annex  D,  which  gives  the  tonnage  of  imports 
and  exports  for  the  last  6  years,  i.e.,  from  1890,  the  year  before 
the  jetties  were  completed,  to  1895,  it  will  be  observed  how 
great  has  been  the  increase:  from  21,188  tons  imported  in  1890 
to  174,215  tons  in  1895;  and  from  8,074  tons  exported  in  1890  to 
67,461  tons  in  1895. 

The  prices  of  the  staple  articles  of  export  have  varied  little  Market  price*. 
from  those  of  last  year.     They  are  as  follows : — 


Hides  and 
,  skins. 
Honey. 


Silver-lead 
t  bullion. 
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Prices. 

Articles. 

From—       |          To— 

Dol.  c.        j        Dol.  c. 

Fustic 

Per  100  lbs.  .. 

0    90 

0    95 

Ixtle 

„    lb. 

0      3i 

0      A\ 

Cedar     

„    cubic  ton 

18      0 

. , 

Saraaparilla 

„  ib. 

0      6 

0      8 

Hides 

a     »>          •• 

0     12 

0     14 

Honey 

„    gallon    .. 

0     25 

0    28 

Industrial 

institutions. 

Banks. 

Exchange. 


With  the  exception  of  the  establishment  here,  in  August 
last,  of  a  branch  of  the  National  Bank  of  Mexico,  I  have  no 
change  to  report. 

The  rate  of  exchange  during  the  year  showed  little  variation, 
and  the  average  rate  on  London  for  bills  at  60  days'  for  each 
month  daring  the  year  was : — 


Month. 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May.. 

June 

July.. 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


Per  Mexican 

Dollar. 

s. 

d. 

2 

o* 

2 

0* 

2 

o* 

2 

11 

2 

1** 

2 

2 

2 

2TV 

2 

U 

2 

1H 

2 

2rV 

2 

** 

2 

li 

Shipping  and  Shipping,  as  a  reference  to  Annex  A  will  show,  has  greatly 
navigation,  increased,  375  vessels  measuring  511,518  tons  having  entered 
in  1895,  as  against  357  vessels  measuring  451,237  tons  in  1894. 
This  increase  is  principally  due  to  the  natural  superiority  of  this 
port  over  others  in  the  Mexican  Gulf,  and  to  the  very  excellent 
arrangements  existing  here  for  the  quick  loading  and  discharge 
of  vessels. 

Lighterage  at  this  port  has  been  entirely  discarded,  as  being 
no  longer  necessary. 

The  regular  steamship  lines  now  running  to  this  port  are 
the  West  India  and  Pacific,  twice  a  month ;  the  Harrison  line, 
twice  a  month;  the  Prince  line,  twice  a  month;  the  New  York 
and  Cuba  Mail  Steamship  Company,  twice  a  week;  the  Hamburg- 
American  Packet  Steamship  Company,  twice  a  month;  the 
Atlantic  and  Mexican  Steamship  Company,  once  a  week;  and 
the  Penillos,  Yzquierdo  and  Co.,  once  a  month. 
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;  Coasting 
trade. 


The  tonnage  of  British  shipping  entered  in  1895  shows  an  British, 
increase  of  56,617  tons  over  that  of  1894,  being  a  gain  of  39  per 
cent. 

Foreign  shipping  shows  a  slight  decline  with  the  exception  Foreign. 
of  that  of  the  United  States,  which  increased  nearly  8  per  cent. 

I  understand  that  the  steamship  company  which  at  present 
has  a  virtual  monopoly  of  the  coasting  trade  has  ordered  2  new 
vessels  in  England.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  service  will  be 
improved,  for  at  present  their  rates  are  exorbitant  and  the 
accommodation  bad. 

The  New  York  and  Cuba  Mail  Steamship  Company  are  also 
contemplating  putting  on  2  steamers  in  the  coasting  trade* 

Though  the  Rivers  Panuco  and  Tainesin  afford  splendid  water"  River  trade, 
communication  with  the  interior,  only  1  steamer,  the  "  Huasteco," 
makes  regular  trips,  carrying  freight  and  passengers. 

She  was  built  at  Tampico,  draws  1  foot  6  inches,  and  is  a 
stcrn-wheeler.  She  can  carry  60  tons,  and  tows  2  barges  of 
70  tons  capacity  each. 

Beyond  a  slight  change  effected  in  November  last,  port 
charges  and  harbour  dues  remain  the  same.  By  the  change 
referred  to,  the  charge  of  6  and  8  dol.  for  pilot  boats  in  and 
out  of  the  harbour  has  been  done  away  with,  all  pilots  being  now 
obliged  to  furnish  boats  at  their  own  expense. 

The  total  length  of  wharfage  in  1894  was  2,550  feet,  and 
this  has  now  been  increased  by  620  feet,  the  length  of  the  new 
wharf  which  was  constructed  by  the  Mexican  Central  Railroad 
Company  at  Dona  Cecilia.  This  wharf  is  chiefly  devoted  to  the 
discharge  of  steamers  bringing  in  coal,  coke,  lumber,  and  heavy 
machinery,  and  is  admirably  adapted  for  their  quick  despatch. 

The  average  rate  of  freight  to  Liverpool  during  1895  was,  for  Freight  rates. 
the  following  articles : — 


Fort  and 
harbour  dues. 


Facilities  for 
landing  aivl 
em  baiking. 


Articles. 


JVti;;      . . 
Cedar 
lxtle 

Sart&r  aril  la 
Hulea 


Per  ton 
„      „  (40  cubic  feet) 
Per  lb. 


Price. 


£   *.    d. 


0 

0 

0i 
Of 
Of 


The  quarantine  station,  which  is  situated  about  4£  miles  from  Quarantine 
the  jetties,  at  a  very  undesirable  point,  is  about  to  be  removed  Nation, 
to  the  entrance  to  the  river,  where  it  should  have  been  located 
in  the  first  instance,  both  on  sanitary  grounds  and  for  the  saving 
of  time  to  vessels. 

The  population  of  the  port  is  increasing,  owing  to  the  various  Population 
commercial  enterprises  newly  established ;  and  this  increase  will  and 
continue   pari   passft    as    their    operations    are    developed    and  inda*tne*. 
extended. 

According  to  the  last  census,   taken   August  1,  1895,  the  Census. 
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population  of  the  port  was  12,000.     In  this  are  included  the 
inhabitants   of   Dona   Cecilia,  numbering   about    1,0009   and  of 
other  growing  suburbs  along  the   river  between  Tampico  and 
the  sea. 
Rates  of  Stone   masons  earn   from  1   dol.  to  I  dol.  50  c.  per  day; 

carpenters   from    1    dol.    50   c.   to   3   dol. ;    day  labourers   from 
75  c.  to  1  dol.,  and  dock  hands  from  1  do!,  to  1  dol.  50  c. 


wages. 


Public  Health. 

Tublic  health.  The  general  health  of  the  port  has  been  good.  The  number 
of  births  registered  was  317  (26#41  per  1,000),  and  of  deaths 
847  (70  58  per  1,000). 

Public  Works. 

Custom-house.  Owing  to  the  rapid  development  of  the  commerce  of  this 
port,  the  shed,  which  up  to  a  short  time  ago  had  been  used  for 
the  inspection  of  merchandise,  has  proved  to  be  absurdly  small 
and  inadequate  for  the  purpose,  and  the  large  building  at  DoSa 
Cecilia,  originally  intended  for  a  custom-house,  has  been  also 
brought  into  requisition  for  custom-house  purposes,  and  even 
the  capacity  of  this  spacious  building  has  been  sorely  taxed  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  increasing  commerce. 

Both  these  buildings  will,  before  long,  be  superseded,  when 
the  new  custom-house  at  Tampico  shall  have  been  finished.  This 
building,  which  will  be  the  finest  of  its  kind  in  Mexico,  will  be 
constructed  of  brick  and  iron,  and  will  be  entirely  fire-proof.  It 
will  be  984  feet  long.  For  226  feet  of  its  length  it  will  be  two 
storeys  high,  and  will  have  a  width  of  150  feet,  and  an  elevation 
of  53*5  feet.  For  the  remaining  758  feet,  it  will  be  of  one  storey 
with  a  width  of  100  feet,  and  an  elevation  of  39  feet.  The 
upper  storey  will  be  used  for  administrative  purposes,  and  the 
lower  for  the  inspection  of  merchandise.  It  will  be  built  partly 
on  the  wharf  and  partly  on  land,  and  five  railroads  for  push-cars 
will  run  from  the  wharf  into  the  inspection  rooms,  which  will  be 
traversed  along  their  whole  length  by  five  railroads,  25  turn- 
tables within  the  building  enabling  goods  to  be  set  down  at  any 
desired  point. 

Wharf.  The  new  wharf,  which  was  commenced  July  8,  1896,  is  being 

solidly  constructed  on  creosoted  piling,  experience  having  proved 
that  timber  thus  treated  will  successfully  withstand  the  destruc- 
tive ravages  of  the  "  toredo."  It  will  have  an  extension  of  2,557 
feet.  The  wing  parts  will  have  a  width  of  50  feet,  and  the  main 
part  a  width  of  254  feet.  The  depth  of  water  alongside  at  low 
water  will  be  from  18  feet  to  22  feet.  An  iron-roofed  shed  will 
cover  the  wharf  in  its  entire  length,  and  railways  will  run  from 
end  to  end. 

A  notable  feature  will  be  an  electric  travelling  crane  with  a 
capacity  of  40  tons. 
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The  estimated  co3t  af  these  improvements,  which  are  being 
carried  out  by  the  Mexican  Central  Railroad  Company  for 
Government  account,  according  to  a  contract  dated  August  19, 
1895,  is  1,250,000  dol. 

The  importance  to  Tampico  of  these  new  works  cannot  be 
over-estimated. 

A  glance  at  the  returns  will  show  that  this  port  has  already 
proved  a  successful  rival  of  Vera  Cruz ;  and,  although  a  small 
part  of  this  success  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  breaking  up  of 
the  railroad  pool  and  the  subsequent  lowering  of  rates  by  the 
Central  Railroad,  still  the  chief  reasons  for  it  consist  in  the 
superior  natural  advantages  of  this  port,  the  perfect  security  . 
enjoyed  by  vessels  in  harbour,  and  the  excellent  facilities  obtain- 
ing for  the  quick  discharge  and  loading  of  vessels,  which  latter 
will  be  still  further  increased  when  the  works  now  under  con- 
struction are  completed. 

The  only  advantage  which  Vera  Cruz  possesses  at  present 
over  this  port  is  that  it  is  connected  with  the  capital  by  a 
shorter  Hue  of  rail.  If,  in  spite  of  this  fact,  the  Central  has 
been  able,  not  only  to  hold  it*  own  against  tbe  railways  running 
out  of  Vera  Cruz,  but  actually  to  divert  the  traffic  from  that  port 
to  Tampico,  with  far  greater  reason  may  it  be  presumed  that 
when  their  line  from  here  to  the  City  of  Mexico  is  shortened, 
and  their  surveyors  have  been  in  the  field  for  some  time,  the 
diversion  of  traffic  to  this  port  will  be  far  greater  in  the  future 
than  it  has  been  in  the  past. 

The  chief  supply  of  water  for  drinking  purposes  is  derived  Waterworks, 
from  cisterns,  which  depend  upon  their  supply  from  the  rainfall. 
Due  to  a  protracted  drought,  which  lasted  till  July,  1896,  most  of 
the  cisterns  became  empty,  and  people  were  obliged  to  have 
recourse  to  river  water  brought  here  in  barrels  from  a  distance 
of  7  miles  up  the  river  Tameein,  water  which,  unless  brought 
from  a  greater  distance,  is  always  more  or  less  brackish. 

Taking  into,  consideration  the  very  serious  consequences 
which  might  arise  from  the  lack  of  good  water,  the  municipal 
authorities  have  determined  to  bring  water  to  the  town  in  pipes 
from  a  point  in  the  River  Tamesin  about  20  miles  distant.  The 
estimated  cost  is  150,000  dol.,  interest  upon  which  the  munici- 
pality is  now  well  able  to  pay  ;  and  I  understand  satisfactory 
arrangements  have  already  been  made  with  a  bank  for  a  loan 
of  this  amount. 

During  the  "Northers"  of  1895-96  the  jetties  suffered  slight  Jetties. 
damage,  which  in  no  way  interfered  with  navigation,  and  which 
has  since  been  repaired. 

The  depth  of  water  on  the  bar  has  continued  to  increase,  and 
is  about  24  feet.  Vessels  have  entered  the  river  drawing  over 
23  feet. 

The  two  railways  entering  Tampico  are  the  Central  and  the  BaUwaja. 
Monterey  and  Mexican  Gulf,  the  former  being  by  far  the  most 
important,  and  to  it  the  importance  of  Tampico  as  a  port  is 
almost  entirely  due.    Its  freight  business  during  1895  has  largely 
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increased,  and  at  times  it  was  with  difficulty  that  they  handled 
this  increased  traffic. 

They  have  constructed  several  miles  of  side  tracks  during 
the  year,  built  a  commodious  station  on  the  beach,  and  made 
many  other  improvements. 

They  purchased  from  the  late  owner  the  tug-boat  "  Juan  J. 
ViKu,"  thus  increasing  the  number  of  their  tugs  to  three. 

Telephones.  During  1895  a  branch  office  of  the  Mexican  Telephone  Com- 

pany was  established  here,  and  every  wharf — of  which  there  are 
eight — is  now  in  direct  communication  with  the  town. 

Electric  light.  The  town  is  lighted  with  86  arc  lights.  Though  the  service 
has  been  somewhat  improved  recently,  there  yet  remains  much 
to  be  done  in  order  to  render  it  more  efficient. 

Annex  A. — Return  of  ail  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Tampico 
during  the  Year  1895. 

Emtsbzd. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Veasele. 

Ton*. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

Mexican     

American   ...    .  ^ 

German      

Belgian      

Norwegian 

2 
24 
21 

892 
1,255 
9,864 

129 
68 

104 
34 

4 
4 

200,821 

12,780 

228,501 

48,606 

7,204 

1,705 

131 
77 

125 
84 

4 
4 

201,713 

14,035 

238,355 

48,506 

7,204 

1,705 

Total       

„    for  the  year 
preceding 

47 

r>9 

12,001 
25,871 

328 
298 

499,517      |          875 
424,866      1          857 

611,518 
451,237 

ClX&JUB). 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of         ■.    _ 
Vessels.           ToM- 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British        

Mexican     .« 

American 

German      

Belgian       

Norwegian 

2 
24 
21 

892 
1,255 
9,861 

128            197,741 
53               12,780 
104             228,601 
34               48,506 
4                 7,204 
4        1         1,705 

130 
77 
125 
34 
4 
4 

198,633 
14,036 

238,356 

48,506 

7,204 

1,705 

Total       

„   for  the  year 
preceding 

47 

68 

12,001 
26,430 

327 
298 

496,437 
429,806 

874 
356 

508,438 
456,236 
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Annex  R— -Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Tampico 
during  the  Years  1895-94. 


Articles. 

1895. 

1894. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cottons . .         •  • 
Woollens 

Silks 

Linens  .. 
Hardware 

Groceries          . .         • . 
Wioes  and  spirits 
Hachiuery        . . 
Coal  and  coke 
Lumber. . 
Other  articles 

Tons. 

> 

}-  174,215 

J 

1,178,766 

Tons. 
143,306 

£ 

578,142 

« 

Total     .. 

174,215 

1,178,766 

143,306 

678,142 

Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Tampico  during  the 

Years  1895-94. 


Articles. 

1895. 

1894. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Fustic 

Cedar    

Ixtle 

Silver-lead  buUion 
Copper  ores 
Qoat-skius 

Hooey 

Hides 

Sanapaiilla 

Coffee 

Other  articles  ..         .. 

Tone. 
■    67,461 

£ 
3,894,218 

Tons. 
48,780 

48,780 

2,673,515 

Total     .. 

67,461 

8,894,218 

2,673,515 
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Annex  C. — Keturn  of  Shipping  Entered  and  Cleared  at  Tampico 
during  the  past  Five  Years. 


EXTBRBD. 


Year. 

Number  of 
Vessels, 

Total 
Tonnage. 

1891        

1892        

1893        

1894         

1895         

166 
225 
238 
857 
375 

223,991 
812,483 
327,684 
451,237 
511,518 

Cliahed. 

Year. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Total 
Tonnage. 

1891        

1892        

1893        

1894        

1895        

159 
225 
248 
867 
374 

218,622 
313,064 
831,965 
456,235 
608,488 

Annex  D. — Beturn  of  Total  Tonnage  of  Imports  and  Exports  at 
Tampico  during  the  past  Six  Years. 


Year. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1890        

1891        

1892 

1893        

1894        

1895        

Tons. 

21,188 

22,682 

80,670 

116,813 

143,306 

174,215 

Ton*. 

8,074 
8,653 
28,702 
54,717 
48,780 
67,461 
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New  Series  of  Reports. 


Reports  of  the  Annual  Series  have  been  issued  from  Her  Majesty's 
Diplomatic  and  Consular  Officers  at  the  following  places,  and  may  be 
obtained  from  tho  sources  indicated  on  the  title-page : — 


No.  Price. 

1748.  Porto  Rico  ..         ..lid 

1749.  Montevideo          ..         ..  lid. 

1750.  San  Francisco      ..         ..  3d. 

1751.  Cayenne id. 

1752.  Frankfort 8d. 

1758.  Malaga 8*d. 

1754.  Soul          Id. 

1755.  Copenhagen         ♦.        ..  3d. 

1756.  Nice          Id. 

1757.  Lisbon lid. 

1758.  Nagasaki Id. 

1759.  Hamburg 2*d. 

1760.  Mozambique        ..         ..  2d. 

1761.  Cettinje Ijd. 

1762.  The  Hague          ..        ..  lid. 
1768.  Cephalonia          ..         ..  Id. 

1764.  Bahia        Id. 

1765.  Zanzibar .lid. 

1766.  Pakhoi Id. 

1767.  New  York 2d. 

1768.  Chefoo Id. 

1769.  Caracas Id. 

1770.  Palermo    ..         ..            Hid. 
177).  Mombasa            ..         ..  id. 

1772.  Nice         l«d. 

1773.  Bucharest 4id. 

1774.  Port  Said lid. 

1775.  Galatz lid. 

1776.  Madrid 2d. 

1777.  Vienna 2d. 

1778.  Canton Id. 

1779.  Yokohama  ..         ..lid. 

1780.  Newchwang         ..         ..  Id. 

1781.  Wuhu       Id. 

1782.  Athens 2d. 

1788.  Tooga       id. 

1784.  Smyrna id. 

1785.  Baghdad Id. 

1786.  Hiogo  and  Osaka           ..  4*d. 

1787.  Bangkok Id. 

1788.  Odessa 2d. 

1789.  Naples 2d. 

1790.  Beyrout Id. 

1791.  Tunis        ljd. 

1792.  Kiukiang 8d. 

1793.  Bangkok Id. 

1794.  Bio  Grande  do  Sul         . .  Id. 

1795.  Valparaiso           ..         ..  4d. 

1796.  Brindisi 2|d. 

1797.  Bushire 2d. 

1798.  Christiania          ..         ..  5id. 

1799.  Cadiz        2d. 

1800.  Meshed 2 id 

1801.  St.  Petersburg     ..         ..  4  id. 

1802.  Batoum    ..         ..         ..Id. 

1803.  Peking 8d. 

1804.  Samoa       id. 

1805.  Dantzig 2d. 

1806.  Antwerp lid. 

1807.  Ajaccio lid. 

1808.  Stettin 3d. 


No.  Price. 

809.  Aleppo Id. 

810.  Tangier 2id. 

811.  Tokio        3id. 

812.  Madeira id. 

813.  Vera  Cruz Id. 

814.  Oporto Id. 

815.  Hamburg lid. 

816.  New  Orleans        ..         ..  lid. 

817.  Bengazi id. 

818.  Marmagao..         ••         ••  id. 

819.  Gothenburg         ..         ..  2d. 

820.  Dar-al-Baida        ••         ••  3d. 

821.  Erzeroum..         ••         ••  id. 

822.  Munich 2*d. 

828.  Samoa id. 

824.  Chinkiang Id. 

825.  Jeddah Id. 

826.  Sofia         lid. 

827.  Mexico 2d. 

828.  Teneriffe 3 id. 

829.  Batoum Id. 

830.  Cadiz        Id. 

881.  Martinique          ••         ••  Id. 

832.  Odessa Id. 

883.  Ghilan Id. 

834.  Old  Calabar        ..         ..  6id. 

S35.  Tamsui Id. 

836.  Copenhagen        ..         ••  id. 

887.  Salonica lid. 

888.  Honolulu..         ,.         ..  id. 

839.  Buenos  Ayres      ..         ..2d. 

840.  Para         Id. 

841.  Bolivia 2d. 

842.  Washington        ..         ..  3d. 
848.  Berlin 2d. 

844.  Uganda Id. 

845.  Belgrade..         ..         ...  lid. 

846.  Dakar id. 

847.  Florence lid. 

848.  Copenhagen        ••         ••  2d. 

849.  Havre 2d. 

850.  Serajevo   ••         ..         ••  Id. 

851.  Madrid 2d. 

852.  La  RocheUe        ..         ..lid. 
858.  Chicago 4d. 

854.  Berlin Id. 

855.  Cherbourg           ..         ••  2*d. 

856.  Beira       Id. 

857.  Charleston           ••         ••  2id. 

858.  Saigon jd. 

859.  Suakin Id. 

860.  Rouen 2d. 

861.  Patras lid. 

862.  Barcelona.  *         ..         ..  2d. 
868.  Amoy 2id. 

864.  Trebizond Id. 

865.  Lisbon 2id. 

866.  Callao       ..         .,         ..2d. 

867.  Pernambaco        ..         ••  5d. 

868.  Naples lid. 

869.  New  Orleans       ..         ..  2id. 
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MEXICO. 

VERA    CRUZ. 

Consul  Chapman  to  the  Marquess  of  Salisbury. 

(Beceived  at  Foreign  Office,  April  6, 1897.) 
My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  to  your  Lordship  my 
Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Vera  Cruz  for  the  year 
1896,  together  with  that  of  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Waddle  on  the  ports 
of  Progreso  and  Campeche;* 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        ARTHUR    CHAPMAN. 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Consular  District  of 
Vera  Cruz  for  the  Year  1896. 
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Note. — The  G-orernment  returns  of  importations  are  calculated  at  par,  viz., 
5  dollars  to  the  11.,  whilst  exportation  are  calculated  in  silver ;  consequently,  for 
purposes  of  comparison  in  this  report,  importations  are  re-converted  into  sterling' 
at  5  dollars  v>  the  1/.,  and  exportations  are  converted  at  10  dollars  to  the  1/.  The 
ton  is  calculated  at  1,000  kilos. 

In  consequence  of  the  abnormal  causes  that  have  affected 
Vera  Cruz  during  1896,  it  is  necessary,  in  order  to  avoid  giving 
a  wrong  impression  as  to  the  condition  of  trade  and  commerce,  to 
perhaps  trespass  outside  the  limits  to  which  this  report  should  be 
confined,  and  to  review  certain  causes  and  effects  concerning  the 
whole  Republic,  and  to  examine  the  trade  at  her  Gulf  ports  before 
considering  that  of  her  principal  port. 


Trade  of  the  whole  Republic. 

The  commercial  prosperity  of  Mexico  is  greatly  indebted  to  General 
long  years  of  peace,  reforms  in  the  finances  of  the  country,  and  remarks. 
the  probity  of  the  Government  in  meeting  the  liabilities  of  the 
public  debt,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  before  long  greater  induce- 
ments will  be  offered  to  foreign  investments  by  attention  being  given 
to  judicial  matters,  the  unification  of  the  laws  of  the  different 
States,  and  reforms  in  the  administration  of  justice,  which  could 
be  readjusted  to  afford  more  ample  protection  to  such  interests. 

Trade  and  commerce  throughout  the  Republic  during  1896 
has  been  steady,  though  there  have  been  some  failures  of  crops 
through  drought,  and  the  want  of  labour  still  hampers  the 
development  of  the  country. 

The  abolition  of  the  alcabalae,  or  inter-State  duties,  has  given 
an  impetus  to  trade,  investments  of  foreign  capital  and  energy 
have  been  considerable,  money  has  been  cheaper,  and  demand 
has  so  far  exceeded  supply  as  to  cause  an  increase  of  foreign 
importations  of  manufactured  goods,  notwithstanding  the  dis- 
advantages of  protection. 

The  deficiency  caused  through  failure  of  crops  has  been 
supplied    by  importations    of  maize  from   the   United    States, 
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customs  duties  on  this  article  being  reduced  for  the  occasion  in 
order  to  equalise  prices. 

Although  in  some  parts  of  the  country  there  has  been  distress 
owing  to  bad  harvests,  this  has  been  chiefly  confined  to  that  class 
of  labour  unable,  for  various  reasons,  to  seek  other  fields.  The 
demand  for  labour  increases,  and  although  wages  are  as  yet 
apparently  low,  the  labour  obtained  is  scarce,  unstable,  and  of  an 
inferior  quality. 

Exchange  during  1896  was  better,  and  continued  steady,  but 
fell  in  sympathy  with  silver  late  in  the  year  on  the  uncertainty 
of  the  elections  in  the  United  States,  recovering  itself  again  at 
the  close. 

Importations  into  the  whole  of  the  Republic  during  the 
financial  year,  from  July  1,  1895,  to  June  30,  1896,  show  an 
increase  of  24*27  per  cent,  as  compared  with  1894-95. 

The  importations  from  the  different  countries  during  1895-96, 
together  with  the  increase,  is  given  below  : — 


Country. 

Value. 

Increase. 

United  States 

England  •  • 

France    

Germany 

Spain 

Belgium, 

Italy       

Other  oountries 

£ 

4,029,152 

1,681,003 

1,219,836 

872,645 

434,859 

84,003 

80,073 

199,216 

£ 

1,003,079 

247,889. 

104,486 

200,317 

61,127 

20,087 

6,794 

18,470 

Total 

8,450,787 

1,660,699 

Importations  from  British  colonies  and  possessions,  which  are 
insignificant,  are  included  in  "  other  countries." 
Raw  cotton.  *n    glancing    at    the    Government    returns    for  the  whole 

Republic,  a  decrease  in  the  importations  of  raw  cotton  will  be 
observed,  the  amounts  being  quoted  as  10,750  tons,  valued  at 
331,400/.,  imported  during  1895-96,  as  against  17,650  tons,  valued 
at  450,500/.,  during  1894-95,  a  decrease  of  6,900  tons,  and 
119,100/.,  which,  in  view  of  the  high  dividends  declared  by  native 
factories,  points  to  a  considerable  increase  in  home  production. 

The  bulk  of  this  importation  comes  from  the  United  States  of 
a  class  called   "good  middlings,"  a  portion  also  coming  from 

Egypt.  m 

Nati?e  cotton.  Native  cotton  is  of  good  quality,  but  of  shorter  staple.  Its 
production  has  been  greatly  retarded  by  want  of  reliable  labour 
in  the  harvesting,  and  is  subject  to  loss  from  this  cause  through 
heavy  rains.  The  market  for  native  cotton  suffers  from  want  of 
classification. 

Textiles.  On  turning  to  the  importation  of  cotton  and  other  textile 

fabrics,  the  following  statistics  are  obtained  :«— 
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Importations  of  Textile  Goods  during  1894-95  and   1895-96, 
including  Yarns,  Threads,  Cloth,  Clothing,  &c. 


Class. 

Value. 

1895-96. 

1894-95. 

Increase. 

Cotton  goods 

Linen  goods 

Woollen  goods 

Silken  goods      ..         . .         .. 

Goods  of  mixed  material 

£ 
1,158,496 
134,622 
365,698 
112,0Q7 
119,317 

£ 
915,286 

97,938 
346,883 

92,389 
105,344 

£ 
238,210 
86,684 
18,816 
19,698 
13,973 

Total 

1,885,220 

1,557,840 

327,880 

Note. — Converted  at  5  dollars  to  the  XL 


The  origin  of  these  goods  is  not  given  in  the  returns,  but  as  British 
the  bulk  of  cotton  cloth  comes  from  England,  it  is  interesting  to  to***168* 
observe  the  increase  in  some  of  the  items  as  given  below  : — 


Class  of  Cloth. 

1890-96. 

1894-95. 

Duties  per 
Square  Metre. 

Quantity.    |    Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

SilTer. 

Sterling. 

Cotton  doth,  bleached  or  un- 
bleached, not  exceeding  80 
threads  to  the  square  milli- 
metre ... 

Idem,  exceeding  80  threads  to 
square  millimetre    ... 

Cotton  prints,  if  not  exceed- 
ing 30  threads  to  square 

Idem,  exceeding  80  threads 
to  square  millimetre 

Cotton  cloth,  bleached  or  un- 
bleached, coloured  or  ua- 
coloured,  not  quoted  as 
smooths       

Idem,  with  adornment  of 
cotton  or  other  material    .« 

Sq.  metres. 

23,172,808 
2,164,526 

18,241,229 
664,773 

6,476,407 
126,816 

£ 

248,496 
37,781 

289,486 
17,742 

196,986 
3,789 

Sq.  metres. 

13,710,789 
2,411,878 

10,716,871 
562,414 

4,472,124 
98,442 

£ 

188,085 
41,174 

173,058 
13,901 

136,220 
2,952 

Cents. 

9 
11 

12 
15 

17 
20 

d. 

2* 
2* 

3 
3* 

4* 
6 

This  remarkable  increase  in  foreign  importations  in  the  face 
of  high  duties  and  the  low  value  of  silver  is  due  to  an  increase 
of  consumption  with  the  development  of  the  country,  and  the 
greater  demand  for  better  class  goods,  owing  to  an  increase  of 
capital  and  foreign  element. 

Dative  factories  are  doing  well,  and  under  the  wing  of  pro-  Native 
tection  are  increasing  in  number,  and  obtaining  high  profits,  the  factories  and 
benefits  being  reaped  by  capitalists,  who  are  mostly  foreigners.      g°°dB' 

Native  goods  cannot  compete  in  quality  with  foreign,  nor, 
without  protection,  could  they  in  price,  even  with  the  present 
advantage  in  exchange  on  their  side. 

Native  factories  are  still  dependent  on  importations  of  the  raw 
material,  and  the  labour  they  command  is  unstable,  and  of  a 
quality  unsuitable  to  the  production  of  high-class  goods. 
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Labour. 


Protection. 


British  trade. 


Agents  and 
travellers. 


The  bare  necessaries  of  life  for  native  labour  are  cheap,  con- 
sisting, as  they  do,  of  maize,  beans,  and  simple  and  scanty 
clothing,  and  this,  together  with  the  absence  of  any  ambition  on 
the  part  ot  the  Indian,  tends  to  keep  wages  low.  Foreign  labour, 
on  the  other  hand,  requires  a  higher  standard  of  living,  and  until 
wages  can  purchase  those  articles  which  such  labour  regards  as 
necessaries  of  life,  no  adequate  inducement  can  be  held  out  to  the 
immigration  of  better  material. 

Some  of  the  effects  of  protection  are  to  hamper  immigration, 
and  to  retard  the  development  of  the  country  in  the  production 
of  the  raw  material,  and  in  the  quality  of  such  manufactured 
articles  as  could  fairly  compete  with  foreign  products. 

Mexico  does  not  produce  sufficient  for  her  own  consumption, 
and  the  scarce  supply  of  native  labour  she  can  command  is  so 
much  drawn  on  by  other  industries,  that  agriculture  suffers,  and 
considering  the  continued  necessity  of  more  liberal  investments 
in  agriculture,  every  industry  that  is  bolstered  up  by  protection 
diverts  so  much  capital  and  labour  from  other  enterprises  more 
suited  to  the  general  resources  of  the  country. 

Excessive  prices  caused  through  protection  give  rise  to  a 
demand  for  cheapness  at  the  expense  of  quality.  Again,  money 
being  dear  leads  to  the  employment  of  small  capital,  necessitating 
a  high  interest  as  an  adequate  return.  Such  causes  as  these  have 
tended  to  flood  the  market  with  inferior  articles  at  prices  far  in 
excess  of  their  quality,  and  out  of  proportion  to  their  intrinsic 
value.  With  few  exceptions  there  is  not  an  article  that  could 
not  be  placed  on  the  market  of  as  good  if  not  better  quality,  and 
at  a  less  price  than  is  now  retailed  to  the  public. 

This  degrading  tendency  of  the  market  has  gone  far  to  oust 
British  goods,  and  shows  the  necessity  for  British  merchants  to 
establish  agencies  in  the  country,  as  suggested  in  Report  No.  1681 
on  the  trade  and  commerce  of  Vera  Cruz  for  1895,  from  which  I 
quote  that:  "Many  of  the  conditions  which  induced  British 
houses  of  business  to  withdraw  from  Spanish  America,  and  caused 
them  to  be  supplanted  by  houses  of  other  nationalities,  have 
undergone  modifications  in  Mexico,  and  there  are  not  wanting 
indications  that  the  establishment  of  agencies  representing 
substantial  British  houses  would  be  favourably  received"  ;  in  fact 
such  a  step  would  be  gladly  welcomed  by  the  consumers,  as  tending 
to  mitigate  the  evils  from  which  they  suffer. 

By  upholding  her  credit  under  most  trying  circumstanoes 
within  the  last  few  years,  instituting  reforms  in  the  finances  of 
the  Republic,  and  by  her  successful  efforts  towards  the  develop- 
ment of  the  country,  Mexico  now  offers  attractions  to  foreign 
capital  and  trade  that  should  not  be  neglected. 

British  trade  in  Mexico  suffers  from  the  exercise  of  too  much 
economy  in  the  employment  of  agents  and  travellers,  and  too 
little  regard  being  paid  to  the  question  of  nationality,  for  there  is 
no  doubt  that  in  commercial  competition  this  question  has  a 
greater  influence  than  is  generally  acknowledged. 

British  merchants  anxious  to  secure  or  to  hold  a  footing  in  the 
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market  should  be  prepared  to  rive  adequate  remuneration  for 
services  rendered,  and  they  should  realise  the  fact  that,  although 
competition  reduces  commissions  and  salaries,  there  is  a  fair 
charge  below  which  capable  and  disinterested  services  are  not  to 
be  obtained,  and  they  will  find  it  more  to  their  interest  to  employ 
at  a  higher  cost  agents  and  travellers  of  their  own  nationality, 
and  who,  perhaps,  may  have  an  interest  in  the  business,  than  to 
place  their  interests  and,  perhaps,  secrets  of  their  trade,  in  the 
hands  of  foreigners  at  a  salary  totally  inadequate  to  retain  their 
entire  services,  and  who  are  naturally  biassed  in  favour  of  the 
trade  of  their  countrymen. 

With  very  few  exceptions,  the  class  of  agents  and  travellers 
required  are  not  to  be  found  in  Mexico,  and  although  a  knowledge 
of  local  business  methods  and  of  the  language  of  the  country  is 
necessary,  this  can  be  easily  and  quickly  acquired ;  whilst  what 
is  absolutely  necessary  is  an  agent  with  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  business  in  hand,  of  business  methods  in  England,  and  who 
holds  the  confidence  of  his  employers.  In  fact,  British  merchants 
and  manufacturers  must  be  prepared  to  go  to  certain  expenses  in 
this  direction,  and  to  be  more  energetic  in  collecting  information 
themselves  through  confidential  and  competent  agents,  when  they 
would  find  that  there  are  few  trades  in  the  country  that  do  not 
offer  an  opening  to  fair  and  successful  competition. 

Exports  from   the  whole  of  the   Republic  during  the  year  Exports. 
1895-96  show   an  increase  of  15*58   per  cent,  over   those   of 
1894-95.      This  increase  is  due  chiefly  to  greater  exports  of 
minerals.     In  agricultural  products,  coffee  shows  a  decrease  of 
3604  per  cent. 

Mexican  Gulf  Ports. 

A  new  era  has  commenced  with  regard  to  the  trade  at  the  General 
Mexican  ports  on  the  Gulf  Coast.  Before  the  introduction  0frem*pki- 
railroads,  Vera  Cruz  enjoyed  a  kind  of  monopoly  of  the  foreign 
trade  as  the  most  convenient  route  to  the  capital,  and  formed 
itself  an  important  commercial  centre.  On  the  construction  of 
the  Mexicau  railroad  for  the  conveyance  of  through  freights  to 
the  city,  a  revolution  was  effected  in  the  business  of  the  port,  and 
although  she  continued  to  supply  a  considerable  area  with  foreign 
goods,  she  became  more  and  more  a  part  of  transit  for  through 
freights. 

At  this  time  the  exports  from  the  country  consisted  princi- 
pally of  silver  and  silver  dollars,  but  the  subsequent  fall  in  the 
value  of  this  metal  caused  attention  to  be  given  to  other  articles 
for  export  representing  gold  values,  and  as  means  of  communica- 
tion are  improved  throughout  the  country,  railroads  built,  and 
local  resources  developed,  products  will  naturally  seek  other  and 
more  convenient  outlets,  and  this  gives  rise  to  a  demand  for  the 
opening  and  improvement  of  other  ports  on  the  coast,  which  will 
form  centres  of  commerce  of  themselves  for  the  supply  of 
accessible  markets,  and  divert  that  proportion  of  through  freight 
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from  Vera  Cruz  which  otherwise  would  be  indirectly  imported, 
and  as  resources  are  developed,  exports  increased,  and  new 
markets  opened,  the  local  demand  for  foreign  importations  at  each 
of  these  centres  must  necessarily  grow.  In  fact,  the  trade  at 
each  port  will  be  regulated  by  the  demands  of  the  markets  it 
will  naturally  control. 

This  diversion  of  freight  from  Vera  Cruz  will  be  gradual,  and 
will  not  be  appreciable,  seeing  that  the  amount  thus  forwarded  at 
present  through  Vera  Cruz  is  comparatively  insignificant;  and 
whilst  the  trade  at  these  ports  will  increase  as  the  country  is 
opened  up,  the  same  result  will  affect,  and  is  affecting,  Vera  Cruz, 
and  whilst  she  controls,  as  she  must  for  many  years,  the  shortest 
and  most  convenient  route  to  the  capital  and  principal  markets, 
in  the  interior,  her  trade  will  be  far  in  excess  of  the  other 
ports. 

The  local  decline  in  1895-96  of  imports  and  exports  through 
Vera  Cruz  was  unnatural,  and  due  to  speculation,  and  is  explained 
further  on  in  examining  the  foreign  trade  on  the  coast. 

Table  A  compares  the  foreign  trade  at  all  the  Mexican  ports 
on  the  Gulf  during  the  years  1894-95  and  1595-96. 

This  trade  represents  over  63  J  per  cent,  of  the  import*  into 
the  whole  of  the  Republic,  and  over  56£  per  cent,  of  the  exports, 
and  shows  an  increase  of  1,054,8962.  in  imports,  and  525,880/.  in 
exports. 

The  proportions  of  the*e  imports  and  exports  through  the 
several  Gulf  ports  was  as  follows : — 


Port. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1895-96. 

1894-95. 

1895-96. 

1894-95. 

Vera  Cruz 

Tampico           •  •         .  • 

Progreso 

Other  porta      . . 

Per  cent. 

56-77 

82*23 

6  15 

4-85 

Per  cent. 

74-25 

16  77 

5-03 

3-95 

Per  cent. 

87-58 

40*22 

13-63 

8-57 

Per  cent. 

50*56 

28-69 

14-51 

6*24 

War  in  rail- 
road rates. 


From  Table  A  it  will  be  seen  that  during  1895-96  foreign 
trade  through  Vera  Cruz  decreased,  and  showed  a  loss  of  some 
5  per  cent,  in  imports,  and  some  18  per  cent,  in  t  ~>  whilst 
imports  through  Tampico  increased  over  138  per  cent,  and 
exports  over  53£  per  cent. 

This  remarkable  falling-off  of  foreign  trade'  through  Vera 
Cruz  during  1895-96,  in  the  face  of  a  general  increase  in  the 
trade,  is  accounted  for  by  a  war  in  railroad  rates  on  through 
freights  to  Mexico,  declared  by  the  Mexican  Central  Railway 
from  Tampico  against  the  Mexican  and  In teroceanic  railroads  from 
Vera  Cruz. 

Under  the  railroad  pool  that  had  existed  the  previous  yea*  up 
to  July,  1896,  rates  on  first-class  freights  to  toe  capital   were 
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31  dol.  10  c.  from  both  ports.     The  distance  from  the  two  ports 
to  the  capital  is  : — 


From —  i  Distance. 


Vera  Cruz,  per  Mexican      . . 
„  per  Interoceanie 

Tampioo,  per  Central 


Miles. 
264 
340 
779 


In  July,  1896,  the  pool  was  dissolved,  and  the  Central 
immediately  cut  down  rates,  and  obtained  control  of  freight  by 
making  six  months  contracts  in  Europe.  Rates  on  first-class 
freights  were  then  quoted  as  follows  : — Viti  Vera  Cruz,  9  dol.  90  c. ; 
via  Tampico,  5  to  8  dol.,  besides  which  special  rates  were  given  on 
occasion. 

Merchants  naturally  took  advantage  of  the  advantageous  terms 
offered  by  the  Central,  and  a  rush  of  freight  into  Tampico  ensued ; 
but  it  should  be  noted  that  this  freight  consisted  principally  of 
rough  cargoes  and  hardware,  and  that  owing  to  the  deficient 
means  of  transport  from  Tampico  it  became  blocked,  and  detained 
at  the  port. 

.    Much  of  this  freight  was  diverted  from  Vera  Cruz,  though  a  Diverted 
portion  of  it  was  created  by  the  opportunity  afforded,  and  serves  freight, 
to  account  in  part  for  the  general  increase  of  imports  during  the 
year. 

It  should  further  be  noted  that  high-class  freight,  on  which 
cheap  rates  would  not  counterbalance  loss  of  interest,  have  not 
been  diverted  from  their  natural  route. 

The  result  of  this  railroad  war  has  been  to  inflate  the  returns 
of  freight  conveyed  by  the  Central,  though  such  freight  was 
carried  at  a  loss. 

The  Central  Railroad  having  obtained  the  freight,  they  have  New  railroad 
entered  into  a  fresh  pool  with  their  rivaL?,  who  have  been  content  P001* 
to  come  to  terms  without  waiting  for  the  natural  return  of  freight 
to  their  lines,  a  return  which,  with  the  exercise  of  a  little  energy, 
could  no  doubt  have  been  accelerated.     Already  there  are  indica- 
tions of  i^  return  of  diverted  freight  to  Vera  Cruz. 

The  statement  published  by  certain  newspapers  to  the  effect 
that  a  line  will  be  constructed  from  Tampico  to  the  capita!,  which 
will  col^  •  mileage  with  those  from  Vera  Cruz,  should  not  be 

taken  seriously  into  account,  in  view  of  their  recent  booming  of 
Tampico,  and  considering  the  difference  in  the  mileage  from  the 
two  ports  to  be  over  500  miles. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  until  the  harbour  works  in  Vera  Cruz 
are  more  advanced,  and  vessels  can  unload  alongside  the  wharves 
instead  of  into  lighters,  Tampico  will  have  the  advantage  of 
greater  convenience  for  the  handling  of  freight. 

The  expenses  on  freight  from  the  ship  to  the  railroad  car  are 
in  Tampico  about  1  dol.  per  ton,  and  in  Vera  Cruz  some  2  dol. 
70  c.  per  ton,  but  neither  this  difference  in  expense,  nor  the 
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greater  conveniences  offered  by  Tampico,  where  vessels  dis- 
charge alongside  into  the  cars,  is  sufficient  to  counterbalance  the 
advantages  of  the  shorter  routes  for  through  freights  vifi  Vera  Cruz. 
The  decline  in  the  exports  from  Vera  Cruz  is  accounted  for  in 
part  by  the  loss  of  the  coffee  crop,  nearly  the  whole  of  which 
article  is  exported  through  Vera  Cruz,  and  the  returns  show  a 
decrease  of  over  36  per  cent,  in  1895-96. 

Exports  in  minerals  throughout  the  Republic  show  an  increase, 
and  a  portion  of  this  outward  freight  was  diverted  from  Vera  Cruz 
by  lower  rates. 

Tampico  is,  however,  the   natural   outlet  for  the   bulk    of 
mineral  exports. 
Future  of  A  description  of  the  port  and  possibilities  of  Tuxpain  will  be 

Tuxpam.  found  in  the  report  on  the  trade  and  commerce  of  Vera  Cruz  for 
the  year  1895,  No.  1681,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that,  with 
comparatively  little  outlay  Tuxpam  could  be  made  a  good  and 
convenient  river  port,  and  be  connected  with  the  capital  by  a  line 
of  some  235  miles,  which  would  then  offer  the  shortest  route  to 
through  freights,  and  could  successfully  enter  into  competition 
with  V era  Cruz.  Besides  possessing  many  natural  advantages  as 
a  river  port,  Tuxpam  would  tap  some  of  the  richest  lands  in 
tropical  products  in  the  country,  and  would  control  an  important 
and  increasing  amount  of  local  freight.  It  would  appear,  how- 
ever, that  interests  centred  in  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico  are 
adverse  to  the  development  of  Tuxpam,  although  there  are 
sufficient  indications  of  a  gradual  growth  in  prosperity  of  this 
locality  to  warrant  the  conclusion  that  it  is  only  a  matter  of 
time  for  Tuxpam  to  claim  her  proper  position  amongst  the  Gulf 
ports. 

With  her  outlet  blocked  by  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
and  with  no  railway  communication  with  the  interior,  her  imports 
have  increased  in  the  last  year  from  10,147/.  to  14,066/.,  and  her 
exports  from  38,227/.  to  136,938/. 
Future  of  ^^e  fa*ure  importance  of  Coatzacoalcos  has  been  assured  by 

Coatzacoalcos.  the  construction  of  the  Tehuantepec  Railroad,  and  the  consequent 
development  of  the  lands  which  this  line  taps.     It  is  only   a 
matter  of  time  before  the  bar  at  the  mouh  of  Coatzacoalcos  is  cut 
and  the  port  at  Salina  Cruz,  the  Pacific  terminus  of  the  Tehuan- 
tepec Railroad,  is  constructed,  when  Coatzacoalcos  will  become  a 
a  port  of  transit  for  through  freights  to  and  from  the  Pacific,  but, 
before  this  happens  she  will  have  obtained  considerable  impor- 
tance from  the  export  of  coffee  that  has  been  extensively  planted 
of  late  years  on  the  Isthmus,  and  will  divert  that  freight  which 
is  now  shipped  from  the  Pacific  coast  to  New  York  vi&  Panama. 
Only   within  the  last  year  her   imports   have   increased    from 
8,069/.  to  63,049/.,  and  her  exports  from  13,567/.  to  32,891/. 
Coateaooalcos        A  channel,  328  feet  broad,  through  the  Coatzacoalcos  bar  is 
Port  improve-  being  dredged,  under  contract,  to  28  feet  at  low  water.     This 
menU'  channel  is  now  dredged  to  16  J  feet  of  water  at  low  tide  for  250 

metres,  which  leaves  100  metres  that  have  only  13  feet. 
The  channel  at  present  is  100  feet  broad. 
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It  is  unfortunate  that  the  shipping  returns  for  the  whole  of  shipping  at 
the  Republic  published  in  Mexico  do  not  give  a  correct  division  Ghuf  ports, 
of  the  snipping  engaged  in  the  foreign  trade  as  distinguished  from 
the  coasting  trade,  especially  as  these  statistics  are  at  present  of 
such  great  importance  to  pending  projects  for  the  development  of 
the  service  on  the  coast.  For  particulars  of  these  statistics 
reference  should  be  made  in  this  report  to  the  headings  "  Vera 
Cruz  "  and  "  Vera  Cruz  coasting  trade." 

Table  B  gives  the  amounts  of  all  foreign  and  coasting 
shipping,  including  small  craft,  moving  at  the  different  ports 
during  the  financialyear  1895-96,  the  total  amount  of  which  is  as 
follows : — 


Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Number  of 
Passengers. 

Entered  ••         

Cleared 

6,467 
6,496 

2,618,160 
2,668,393 

29,167 
17,633 

Total      .. 

12,963 

5,186,643 

46,800 

The  following  table  shows  that,  with  regard  to  the  movement 
of  shipping,  the  relative  positions  of  the  principal  ports  on  the 
coast  are : — 


Pbogbbso. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Number  of 
Passengers. 

Entered 

Cleared.. 

788 
781 

606,416 
615,460 

3,422 

2,178 

Total 

1,569 

1,221,866 

5,600 

Vera  Cbcjz. 

Entered 

Cleared 

601 
577 

616,866 
581,553 

9,695 
5,116 

Total      .. 

1,178 

1,198,418 

14,811 

Tampioo. 

Entered..         ..         •• 
Cleared 

401 
393 

564,870 
556,018 

1,321 
1,167 

Total      .. 

794 

1,120,888 

2,488 

This  predominance  of  Progreso  is  due  to  the  fact  that  a 
large  percentage  of  outward-bound  foreign  shipping  call  there  to 
load  henequen,  a  bulky  freight,  and  to  the  numerous  small 
craft  plying  on  the  coast  from  British  Honduras  and  other  parts. 

But  the  relative  importance  of  these  ports  is  better  judged  Steamship*. 
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by  the  amount  of  the  tonnage  of  steamships,  the  bulk  of  which 
may  be  taken  as  representing  foreign  trade,  and  is  as  follows  : — 


Number  of 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Vbba  Cbtjz. 

Entered     ••         .«         ••         •• 
Cleared • 

486 
459 

594,911 
663,267 

Total          

946 

1,154,168 

Pbogbbso. 

Entered 

Cleared       ••         ••         ••         •• 

391 
396 

649,140 
557,858 

Total 

787 

1,106,998 

Tampico. 

Entered 

Cleared 

850 
335 

546,704 
634,947 

Total 

685 

1,080,651 

Passenger 
traffic. 


The  bulk  of  the  passenger  traffic  passes  through  Vera  Cruz, 
which  offers  the  shortest  and  most  direct  communication  by  rail 
to  the  capital,  and  most  of  the  principal  placed  of  importance  in 
the  interior,  and  the  best  and  most  frequent  means  of  communi- 
cation by  sea  with  the  other  Gulf  port?. 


Exchange. 


Business. 


Increase  in 

freight 

handled. 


Vera  Cruz. 

During  the  year  1896  bank  rates  of  exchange  at  Vera  Cruz, 
averaged  25|rf.  to  the  dollar  at  60  days'  sight  on  London,  and  90 
per  cent,  premium  on  sight  draughts  on  New  York.  Exchange 
on  the  whole  was  less  fluctuating,  money  cheaper,  and  business 
steady.  Owing,  however,  to  expectations  of  a  considerable 
increase  in  the  future  of  the  business  of  the  port  when  the 
harbour  works  are  completed,  operations  are  becoming  yearly 
more  generally  dispersed  throughout  the  mercantile  community, 
as  new  people  attempt  to  obtain  a  footing  in  the  place  and  enter 
into  competition  with  the  old  establishments. 

Although  during  the  year  from  July,  1895,  to  June,  1896,  a 
considerable  amount  of  freight  was  diverted  from  the  port  by  the 
war  in  railroad  rates,  and  outward  freight  suffered  from  the 
loss  to  the  coffee  crop,  causes  which  brought  about  a  falling-off 
in  the  returns  of  foreign  imports  and  exports,  yet  there  was  a 


Digitized  by  LiOOQ IC 


VERA   CRUZ. 


13 


considerable  increase  in  the  amount  of  freight  handled  at  the 

Eort  during  that  time,  notably  in  coasting  freight,  and  that  carried 
y  the  railroads,  a  healthy  indication  of  the  Fact  that  the  locality  Local  freight. 
is  becoming  less  dependent  on  foreign  trade  in  proportion  as  local 
freights  increase. 

The  following  table  gives  the  tonnage  of  goods  handled  at 
Vera  Cruz  during  the  years  1894-95  and  and  1895-96. 


1896-96. 

1894-96. 

Quantity. 

Total. 

Quantity. 

Total. 

Goods  reoerred  at  Vera 
Crux— 
By  imports 

coasting  trade    . . 
rail 

Tons. 

164,769 

20,914 

280,601 

Tons. 
416,184 
192,908 

8SS          £ 

Tons. 
280,728 
237,949 

Goods  despatched  from 
Vera  Cruz — 
By  exports    .  • 

coasting  trade   .  • 
rail         ..         .• 

86,867 

86,841 

119,700 

48,426 

22,589 

171,935 

•  • 

•  • 

Total     .. 

609,092 

618,677 

An  increase  of  90,415  tons. 

This  is  of  special  interest  to  railroad  companies  whose  pros- 
perity is  assured  by  the  command  of  a  local  field,  the  increasing 
returns  from  which  are  due  to  the  gradual  development  of  its 
natural  resources,  a  development  which  received  a  considerable 
impetus  by  the  freeing  of  local  trade  from  the  alcabalas  or  inter- 
State  duties. 

The  advantages,  however,  derived  by  Vera  Cruz  as  a  com- Impediments 
mercial  centre,  and  by  the  commerce  on  the  coast  from    the  to  fcrade- 
abolition  of  these  duties,  have  been  somewhat  modified  by  changes 
in  the  customs  regulations  which  hamper  the  movement  of  freight 
on  the  coast  to  a  distance  of  some  30  miles  inland. 

What  is  required  to  enable  trade  to  expand  are  facilities 
for  depositing  merchandise  in  bond  in  warehouses,  and  for 
forwarding  it  on  the  coast  in  bond,  and  also  the  simplification  of 
or  freedom  from  an  onerous  documentary  system  which  hampers 
and  delays  business  and  enhances  both  the  expenses  of  the 
merchant  and  those  of  the  collection  of  revenue. 

The  port  of  Vera  Cruz  is  still  in  a  transitory  condition,  and 
the  harbour  works,  which  are  progressing  favourably,  cannot 
but  impede  to  a  certain  extent  the  handling  of  freight  in  the 
bay.  Until  these  works  are  more  advanced,  the  means  of  the 
port  must  necessarily  be  restricted. 

During  the  later  months  of  1896  the  resources  of  the  port  Grain  cargoes. 
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British  trade. 


Agents. 


Facilities 
required. 


Imports. 


were  severely  tested  when  heavy  shipments  of  grain  were 
received  from  the  United  States.  This  freight  is  not  included  in 
the  returns  for  1895-96*  but  will  appear  in  those  for  1896-97. 

Maize  is  generally  imported  from  the  United  States  by  rail, 
but  the  high  prices  occasioned  through  the  continued  droughts 
experienced  throughout  the  country,  and  the  opportunity  afforded 
by  the  temporary  reduction  of  customs  duties  on  this  article, 
induced  speculators  to  import  grain  by  sea,  and  caused  a  rush  of 
freight  into  Vera  Cruz  in  excess  of  the  amount  that  could  be 
handled  with  any  convenience. 

The  result  was  that  this  freight  became  blocked  for  a  time* 
the  railroad  companies'  warehouses  were  filled  to  overflowing, 
and  there  were  not  sufficient  means  to  carry  it  forward  with 
despatch. 

The  remarks  contained  in  this  report  with  regard  to  the 
requirements  of  British  trade  throughout  the  Republic  apply 
equally  to  Vera  Cruz,  which,  besides  being  a  port  of  transit  for 
the  interior,  is  itself  a  commercial  centre  for  the  coast,  and  a 
considerable  area  inland,  and  British  merchants  would  find  it  to 
their  interests,  when  establishing  agencies  in  Mexico,  to  have 
sub-agencies  at  this  port,  which  could  obtain  a  hold  on  local 
markets,  and  at  the  game  time  attend  to  the  transit  or  ware- 
housing of  merchandise  destined  for  the  interior. 

When  the  port  works  are  finished,  and  vessels  discharge 
alongside  into  warehouses,  the  old  business  methods  of  Vera 
Cruz  will  not  suffice  for  the  new  requirements  of  the  place. 

Cargoes  will  have  to  be  handled  with  dispatch  by  responsible 
consignees  at  the  port,  with  sufficient  authority  to  arrange 
questions  with  the  authorities,  shipping,  &c,  without  having  to 
refer  for  instructions  to  the  capital,  and  there  must  be  facilities 
for  warehousing  and  holding  freight  on  deposit  as  security  to 
meet  certain  cases,  especially  when  cargoes  are  consigned  to 
order,  and  bills  of  lading  held  until  covered  before  delivery. 

During  1895-96  imports  through  Vera  Cruz  represented 
some  36  per  cent,  of  those  of  the  whole  Republic,  as  against  over 
47  per  cent,  in  1894-95,  a  falling-off  due  to  freight  being  diverted 
from  the  port  through  the  war  in  railroad  rates,  and  the  control 
obtained  by  the  Tampico  Line  over  freight  at  ruinously  low  rates 
by  six  months'  contracts. 

Table  C  gives  the  imports  through  Vera  Cruz  during  the  four 
financial  years,  from  1892-93  to  1895-96,  with  their  origin,  from 
which  it  will  be  observed  that,  with  the  exception  of  India,  the 
returns  of  1895-96  show  a  marked  increase  over  the  years 
1892-93  and  1893-94,  whilst  they  show  a  general  falling-off  from 
each  country  as  compared  with  1894-95.  Allowance  should  be 
made,  however,  in  these  comparisons  for  the  fact  that  the  invoice 
values  given  in  the  last  two  years  are  higher  and  more  correct 
than  those  given  in  former  years,  an  improvement  which  has 
been  effected  by  more  stringent  customs  regulations. 

The  weights  of  importations,  with  their  origin,  are  given  in 
the  customs   statistics  under   such  generic  headings  as  to    be 
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practically  of  little  use  for  matters  of  comparison,  it  being 
impossible,  for  instance,  to  ascertain  from  them  the  amount  of 
coal  imported  from  England,  and  that  imported  from  the  United 
States,  when  such  items  are  comprised  under  the  heading,  "  Stone, 
earth,  and  their  products/9  which,  besides  coal,  includes  lime, 
petroleum,  crockery,  &c. 

Table  D  gives  the  principal  articles  imported  through  Vera 
Cruz,  and  their  value*,  but  owing  to  the  causes  that  have 
temporarily  arid  locally  affected  these  statistics,  no  object  would 
be  gained  by  examining  these  returns  in  detail,  further  than 
pointing  out  that  there  is  a  general  falling-off  during  1895-96  in 
each  article,  with  some  few  exceptions,  under  such  headings  as 
jute,  wire  fencing,  agricultural  implements,  railroad  material, 
glass  and  crockery,  petroleum,  some  cotton  and  other  textile 
articles,  machinery  and  arms  and  explosives. 

Jute  is  imported  into  the  country  at  less  cost  than  it  can  be  jute. 
produced,    and    through    protection    home-mad^   gunny    bags  Gunny  bags. 
command  the  market.     The  failure  of  the  coffee  crop  affected  this 
demand  locally.  • 

Owing  to  extensive  planting  of  coffee,  and  the  opening  up  of  Agricultural 
new  lands,  the  demand  tor  agricultural  implements  increases,  and  implements. 
fresh  orders  for  these  articles  at  the  end  of  the  year  have  been 
very  extensive. 

Heavy  shipments  of  rails  and  steel  sleepers  continue  to  be  Beilroad 
received  for  the  improvement  and  extension  of  existing  lines,  and  materia1, 
the  construction  of  new  railroads  throughout  the  country. 

The  importation  of  hydraulic  lime,  cement,  lumber,  &c,  into  Building 
the  whole  of  the  Republic  shows  considerable  increase,  owing  to  materia1' 
the  amount  of  construction  in  progress. 

Coal  imports  for  the   whole   of  the  country  amounted  to  Coal  and 
182,375  tons  during  1895-96,  as  against  230,595  tons  in  1894-95,  coke- 
whilst  of  coke   122,295   tons   were  imported   in  1895-96,  and 
67,853  tons  in  1894-95.     Coke  is  now  being  more  extensively 
used  in  the  place  of  coal  where  practicable. 

Importations  of  coal  through  Vera  Crux  show  a  falling-off, 
and  coke  is  not  mentioned  as  a  separate  item  in  the  returns. 

In  consequence  of  new  arrangements  for  the  future  coaling  of  Prospects  of 
the  French  Transatlantic  Company's  boats  at  Vera  Cruz,  these  ^^iSgpo^. 
importations  will  increase.     There  are  prospects  that  when  once 
the   harbour  works  are  finished,  Vera  Cruz  will   be  used  as  a 
coaling  station  by  the  liners  that  now  coal  at  Havana. 

Petroleum,   classed    as   unrefined,  arrives   from   the  United  Petroleum. 
States  in  bulk.     The  amounts  imported  into  the  whole  Republic 
during  the  last  two  years  are  given  below  : — 


(2341)  B 

Digitized  by  VjOOQLC 


16 


MEXICO. 


Class. 

1895-96.                                1894-95. 

Quantity. 

Value.       1    Quantity. 

Value. 

Unrefined  petroleum  . . 
Refined  petroleum 

Tons. 
22,582 
1,176 

£          J        Tons. 
82,745              14,864 
17,328    .           1,196 

£ 
50,058 
12,440 

Total     .. 

23,758 

100,073              16,060 

62,493 

Monopolies 
and  trusts. 


Exports. 


Ores  and 
precious 
metals. 


Coffee. 


This  trade  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Waters  Pierce  Oil 
Company,  connected  with  a  great  American  Oil  Trust  They 
have  established  refineries  at  Vera  Cruz  and  other  parts  of  the 
country,  and  monopolise  the  Mexican  market. 

The  amount  carried  in  bulk  of  the  so-called  unrefined 
petroleum  is  yearly  increasing,  and  on  arrival  it  is  passed  through 
the  refineries. 

The  customs  duties  on  unrefined  petroleum  are  3  c  the  kilo., 
and  on  refined,  10  c.  the  kilo.,  including  the  weight  of  the  tins. 

There  is  petroleum  in  the  country,  but  whilst  the  trade  is 
in  the  hands  of  a  powerful  trust,  attempts  to  develop  the 
native  product  will  be  unavailing. 

These  monopolies  and  trusts,  whilst  apparently  giving  an 
impetus  to  special  trades,  tend  in  the  end  to  their  restriction,  and 
by  controlling  prices  and  centralising  profits,  raise  up  those  com- 
mercial combinations  that  become  a  power  in  the  land,  and  use 
their  influence  for  their  own  ends  without  regard  to  the  benefit  of 
the  country. 

Table  E  compares  the  exports  through  Vera  Cruz  during 
1895-96  with  those  of  1894-95,  and  Table  F  gives  the  return  of 
the  principal  articles  exported  with  their  destination. 

Ores  and  precious  metals  show  a  decrease,  whilst  these 
exports  from  the  whole  Republic  show  a  considerable  increase. 

The  same  causes  that  atfected  imports  through  Vera  Cruz  are 
also  accountable  to  a  great  extent  for  the  fact  that  whilst  exports 
from  the  whole  country  have  increased,  those  through  Vera  Cruz 
show  a  fnlling-off,  and  whilst  in  some  articles  there  is  an  increase, 
it  is  not  in  proportion  to  the  total  exports  of  that  article  from  the 
country^  S. 

The  loss  to  the  coffee  crop  is  one :  of  the  principal 
pauses  of  this  decrease.  The  total  amount  of  coffee  exported 
from  the  Republic  in  1895-95  was  11,463  tons,  valued  at 
810,330/.,  which  shows  a  loss  as  compared  with  the  preceding 
year  of  36*04  percent.  Nearly  the  whole  of  the  coffee  is  shipped 
at  Vera  Cruz,  and  at  this  port  it  shows  a  falling-off  of  nearly 
5,000  tons  and  4p0,000/. 

Coffee  is  harvested  from  December  to  April,  and  the  crop 
exported  in  1895-96  had  suffered  so  severely  from  the  extraordi- 
narily cold  weather  and  the  frosts  that  had  visited  localities 
hitherto  considered  exempt,  that  in  places  as  much  as   50  per 
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cent,  of  the  crops  was  lost,  and  instances  occurred  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  whole  plantations.  There  were  many  new  plantations 
coining  into  bearing,  and  under  ordinary  circumstances  this  crop 
would  have  been  heavy. 

The  present  crop  now  being  harvested  shows  well  on  the 
trees,  but  in  some  localities  it  seems  to  have  suffered  through 
excessive  damp  from  the  incessant  rains  that  came  late  in  the 
season,  and  also  from  the  effects  of  local  hailstorms.  Perhaps, 
however,  the  latter  cause  only  affected  the  early  blooms,  and,  as 
the  later  fruit  is  developed  and  ripens,  it  is  expected  that  the 
pickings  will  give  an  abundant  crop  that  will  also  be  swollen  by 
the  first  returns  from  the  many  new  plantations  that  are  now 
beginning  to  bear. 

Exports  of  coffee  for  1896-97  are  expected  to  be  heavy. 

In  many  localities  the  trees  are  attacked  by  an  insect  of  the  Coffee 
genus  "  dactylopius"  known  in  some  parts  as  the  u mealy  bug,"  dbeaae. 
which  does  not  seem  to  have  raised  much  alarm  amongst  planters. 

In  some  places  the  diseased  trees  are  simply  cut  down  and 
replaced  by  others,  whilst  a  few  planters  destroy  the  insect  by 
syringing  with  petroleum  and  soap. 

It  seems  that  this  disease  is  worse  in  wet  seasons,  and  has 
been  known  to  cause  considerable  local  loss.  It  spreads  from  tree 
to  tree,  and  threatens,  if  neglected,  to  become  some  day  a  matter 
of  serious  consideration. 

The  bulk  of  tobacco  exports  are  shipped  from  Vera  Cruz.  Tobacco. 
The  total  exports  of  this  article  from  the  whole  country  show  an 
increase,  and  were  as  follows : — 


Olaas. 

1895-96. 

1894-95. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Manufactured  • . 

Baw 

Tons. 
401 
981 

£ 
86,987 
59,121 

Tons. 
866 
944 

£ 
75,527 
70,485 

Total 

1,382 

146,108 

1,310 

146,012 

These  exports  are  not  in  proportion  to  the  amount  produced, 
owing  to  defects  in  its  cultivation,  preparation,  and  classification 
for  the  market.  * 

The  influx  from  Cuba,  owing  to  the  revolution,  of  labour 
more  skilled  in  handling  tobacco  is  remedying  these  defects  to  a 
great  extent,  and  the  continued  introduction  of  foreign  capital 
and  energy  will  go  far  towards  improving  this  branch  of  agricul- 
ture, especially  the  taking  up  of  tobacco  plantations  on  the 
Upper  Papaloapam  by  an  experienced  Dutch  Tobacco  Company. 

Home  consumption  is  considerable,  and  affords  a  market  for 
inferior  qualities. 

Cigars  for  export  are  manufactured  chiefly  from  San  Andres  Oigan 
(2341)  b  2 
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Yanilla. 


Chicle. 

Dyewoode. 

Mahogany 

and  otner 

woods. 

Cedar  and 

eaw-millfl. 


Sugar. 

Marble,  beans 
and  peas. 

Broom-root) 

rubber. 

Fruit. 


Tuxtla,  and  Valle  Nacional  tobacco.  These  are  principally  sent 
to  the  United  Kingdom,  the  demand  having  been  limited  to 
cheap  brands  of  from  22  to  35  dol.  per  1,000.  The  demand  for 
a  better  class  seems  now  to  be  increasing,  and  brands  at  150  dol. 
are  being  sent. 

The  Cuban  Revolution  has  helped  the  Mexican  market,  but  no 
great  effect  will  be  felt  until  stocks  of  Havana  cigars  are  more 
reduced. 

The  year  1896  gave  a  good  crop,  but  much  loss  has  been 
suffered  by  the  present  crop,  that  for  1896-97  through  the 
lateness  of  the  season  and  heavy  rains.  The  loss  at  San  Andres 
Tuxtla  being  estimated  at  some  200,0001. 

Exports  of  vanilla  from  the  whole  Republic  amounted  to 
81  tone,  valued  at  142.867Z.  in  1895-96,  and  shows  an  increase 
of  some  55  tons  and  100,000/.  The  greater  portion  of  this 
article  i9  shipped  from  Vera  Cruz. 

The  crop  of  chicle,  or  chewing  gum  exported,  has  been  heavy. 
Dyewoods  from  the  whole  Republic  show  a  large  increase, 
whilst  mahogany  and  other  woods  show  a  faliing-off. 

A  greater  consumption  in  the  country  of  cedar,  which  is 
comprised  under  this  heading,  is  apparent,  and  a  new  system  has 
been  started  of  erecting  saw  mills  at  places  where  the  wood 
grows  and  cutting  it  up  into  lumber  and  small  ware  for  cigar 
boxes,  which  facilitates  transport  over  the  forest  tracts  and  bad 
roads,  and  obviates  the  difficulties  of  hauling  heavy  timber. 

In  the  State  of  Vera  Cruz  some  five  or  six  of  these  saw  mills 
have  been  started  for  the  supply  of  home  markets,  and  if  suc- 
cessful, this  will  lead  to  the  more  extensive  cutting  of  other 
valuable  woods,  and  may  be  expected  eventually  to  produce 
material  for  export. 

So  far,  the  best  machinery  for  this  work  is  found  to  be 
American. 

Exports  of  sugar  from  the  whole  Republic  were  1,844  tons  in 
1895-96,  as  against  526  tons  in  1894-95. 

Exports  from  the  Republic  in  marble,  beans,  and  peas,  show 
an  increase,  whilst  broom  root  and  rubber  show  a  falling-off. 

There  is  a  growing  trade  in  oranges  lor  the  United  States, 
and  already  many  carloads  have  been  forwarded  from  the 
district  of  Orizaba  alone. 

The  climate  of  Mexico  is  particularly  adapted  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  oranges,  lemons,  bananas,  and  other  tropical  fruit,  and 
with  improved  means  of  cultivation  and  transport  this  class  of 
Mexican  fruit  could  command  the  market  of  the  United  States, 
with  the  further  advantage  of  an  earlier  season  than  in  the 
northern  country. 

Fruit  ie  carried  to  the  United  States  by  rail,  and  in  the 
absence  of  statistics  of  the  export  of  this  article  from  the  State 
of  Vera  Cruz,  it  is  interesting  to  observe  from  the  Government 
returns  for  the  whole  Republic  the  considerable  increase  in  this 
trade  during  the  last  two  years. 
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Exports  of  Lemons  and  Fresh  and  Dried  Fruits  from  the  whole 

Republic. 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1896-06 

1894-95  

Tons. 
7,787 
4,210 

£ 

28,655 
16,925 

Increase  . .         •• 

8,527 

11,730 

The  export  trade  of  Mexico  in  agricultural  products  is  still  in 
its  infancy,  agriculture  suffers  from  scarcity  of  labour,  capital 
and  enterprise,  and  from  defective  means  of  communication. 

Railroads  are  being  constructed  throughout  the  Republic,  and  Means  of 
are  of  the  utmost  importance  to  her  development,  but  railroads  communica- 
cannot  entirely  take  the  place  of  cart  roads.     What  is  urgently  UoiL 
required  is  the  construction  of  more  roads  for  carts  or  even  pack 
animals,  and  greater  attention   to  be  paid  to  keeping  roads  in 
repair  and  open  to  traffic  in  all  seasons. 

To  induce  investments  of  capital  and  increase  of  production, 
trustworthy  Government  returns  giving  more  particulars  of  the 
different  branches  of  agriculture,  and  statistics  of  amounts  of  pro- 
duction and  other  details,  would  be  found  to  be  invaluable. 


Public  Works. 

Great  progress  has  been  made  during  the  last  year  in  the  Harbour 
Vera  Cruz  harbour  works,  and  the  contractors,  Messrs.  S.  Pearson  works, 
and  Son,  are  well  up  to  their  contract  time.  So  far  this  work 
has  not  been  so  apparent  to  the  general  public,  as  much  has  been 
done  below  water,  but,  as  the  superstructures  are  built  up,  and 
the  foreshore  reclaimed  from  the  sea,  there  will  be  a  remarkable 
change  in  the  appearance  of  the  bay. 

The  plant  employed  by  the  Company  consists  of  some  of  the 
most  modern,  costly,  and  powerful  sand  pumps,  dredgers,  cranes 
and  other  machinery  ever  constructed,  and  there  is  yet  more  to 
arrive. 

The  north-west  breakwater  which  is  to  be  1,000  metres  long 
by  15  metres  broad  and  protects  the  harbour  against  the  northers, 
has  had  its  additional  base  prepared  to  receive  the  superstructure, 
which  will  be  constructed  during  the  coming  summer  months  to 
a  height  of  12  feet  above  low  water,  leaving  the  final  capping 
of  3  or  4  feet  to  be  put  on  during  the  summer  of  1898. 

The  south-east  breakwater  is  being  actively  pushed  forward 
and  is  now  finished,  all  but  the  capping,  for  a  length  of  700  metres, 
which  is  about  two-thirds  of  its  entire  length.  This  breakwater 
runs  from  the  shore  to  the  Lavandera  reef,  and  between  the  end 
of  this  breakwater  and  that  of  the  north-east  breakwater  will 
be  left  the  entrance  channel  of  260  metres  in  breadth, 
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The  north-east  breakwater,  which  is  to  be  737  metres  long 
by  13  metres  wide,  has  been  commenced,  but  not  much  progress 
can  be  made  until  the  arrival  of  the  40-ton  Titan  which  is  now 
being  shipped.  This  breakwater  is  to  run  from  about  south-east 
of  Ulua  in  the  direction  of  the  south-east  breakwater. 

Approximately  one-third  of  the  quay  wall,  that  runs  from  the 
shore  end  of  the  north-west  breakwater,  has  been  constructed,  and 
a  portion  of  the  coping  of  Norwegian  granite  has  been  placed  in 
position.  There  will  be  over  1£  miles  of  quay  wall^  and  it  will 
extend  over  the  whole  sea  frontage  of  the  town. 

The  deep  sea  jetty  which  will  extend  into  the  bay  from  the 
quay  wall  some  300  metres,  having  a  width  of  100  metres,  has 
not  yet  been  commenced. 

The  iron  jetty  for  the  use  of  the  custom-house  is  to  be 
180  metres  long  by  20  metres  wide  and  will  be  constructed 
entirely  in  deep  water.  This  jetty  is  now  being  constructed  in 
England  and  first  shipments  are  expected  to  arrive  shortly. 

The  dredging  has  proceeded  actively,  and  over  500,000  tons 
of  sand  are  now  being  removed  monthly.  A  further  dredger 
has  just  arrived.  This  powerful  dredger  is  fitted  with  a  pump 
capable  of  pumping  2,000  tons  of  sand  per  hour  over  the  quay 
wall  on  to  the  foreshore.    Her  capacity  is  800  tons. 

The  general  scheme  provides  for  a  uniform  depth  in  the 
harbour  of  28  feet  at  low  water,  but  owing  to  the  rapidly 
increasing  draught  of  ocean  steamers  it  is  understood  that  the 
Government  are  considering  the  advisability  of  constructing  their 
deep  water  quays  so  that  a  depth  of  33  feet  may  be  acquired  by 
dredging. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  progress  of  the  works,  it  may  be  stated 
that  the  total  amount  expended  during  the  last  year  was  about 
400,000/.,  and  this  amount  of  expenditure  will  be  continued  for 
the  next  three  years  when,  it  is  hoped,  the  work  will  be 
approaching  completion. 

The  Company  employ  some  900  men  at  Vera  Cruz  and  some 

600  at  their  quarries  at  Pefiuelas,  say  1,500  hands  all  told,  of 

which  about  150  are  foreigners. 

Bailroad  Pending  the  completion  of  the  harbour  works  the  railroad 

piers.  companies    are    providing    temporary    improvements    for    the 

discharge  of  freight  over  their  piers. 

The  pier  of  the  Interoceanic  Railway   Company  has  been 
lengthened  some  200  feet  and  now  reaches  beyond  the  new  quay 
wall  into  deep  water,  and  as  the  dredging  progresses  in   the 
harbour  there  will  be  some  28  feet  of  water  alongside  this  pier  * 
in  about  three  months'  time. 

In  February  a  schooner  drawing  some  14  feet  was  partly 
discharged  alongside  this  pier,  but,  owing  to  stress  of  weather, 
she  had  to  be  hauled  off.  During  the  summer  months,  vessels 
could  be  discharged  alongside,  provided  there  is  sufficient  wharf 
space,  but  until  the  harbour  is  more  protected,  it  will  not  be 
safe  for  vessels  to  go  alongside  during  the  norther  season. 

The  Mexican  Railroad  Company  have  contracted  for  the 
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lengthening  of  their  pier  beyond  the  quay  wall  into  deep  water, 
and  it  is  expected  that  this  work  will  be  completed  in  three  or 
four  months.  Meanwhile,  access  to  the  present  pier  will  be  left 
by  the  contractors  of  the  port  works. 

The  premises  of  the  custom-house  are  now  supplied  with  the  Custom- 
electric  light  from  the  town  and  are  connected  with  the  local  how« 
telephone  system.  An  electric  plant  has  been  ordered  from 
England  with  a  search  light  of  some  12,000  candle-power  to 
illuminate  the  bay,  and  incandescent  lamps  for  use  in  the  customs 
building.  The  iron  pier  which  is  to  be  180  feet  long  has  also 
been  ordered  from  England,  and  will  begin  to  arrive  about  May. 
This  pier  is  to  be  fitted  with  cranes  worked  by  hydraulic 
power. 

No  important  changes  have  been  made  in  the  lighting  of  the  Lighthouses, 
coast  since  the  last  publication  though  the  construction  of  new 
lighthouses  is  progressing. 

A  steamship  of  some  412  tons  register,  built  in  Philadelphia, 
arrived  in  February  for  the  service  of  the  lighthouses  on  the 
coast  and  for  surveying  purposes.  She  is  fitted  with  a  search 
light. 

The  Government  floating  dock  has  been  erected  at  Tlacotalpam  Floating  dock, 
and  will  shortly  be  brought  to  Vera  Cruz  and  moored  in  the 
harbour.    This  dock  is  capable  of  lifting  a  vessel  of  1,500  tons 
register. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  record  that  during  the  calendar  Health, 
year  1896  no  deaths  from  yellow  fever  have  been  registered  in 
Vera  Cruz.     The  total  mortality  during  1896  was  1,434  out  of 
a  population  of  some  29,000,  which  gives  a  death-rate  of  49*44 
per  1,000.     In  1895  the  death-rate  was  48-62  per  1,000. 

The  necessary  drainage  of  Vera  Cruz  and  the  carrying  of 
sewage  outside  the  harbour  is  a  problem  that  has  been  left 
for  future  consideration,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  execution 
of  this  difficult  and  costly  undertaking  will  eventually  be  placed  . 
in  the  hands  of  some  competent  and  responsible  company.  A 
good  system  of  drainage  would  go  far  to  reduce  the  mortality  in 
Vera  Cruz  from  malarial  and  yellow  fevers. 

The  shipping  returns  of   Vera  Cruz  for  the  calendar  year  Shipping, 
1596  are  given  in  Table  G,  and  show  a  total  of  628  vessels  and 
623,332  tens  as  entering  the  port,  an  increase  of  62  vessels  and 
74,258  tons  over  1895. 

These  returns  would  have  shown  a  greater  increase  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  temporary  divertion  of  freight  to  Tampico 
through  the  war  in  railroad  rates.  The  actual  increase,  no  doubt, 
is  in  part  due  to  the  heavy  shipments  of  grain  cargoes  that 
arrived  during  the  latter  months  of  the  year. 

Of  the  tonnage  entering  Vera  Cruz  37  per  cent  is  British, 
and,  during  1896,  British  shipping  shows  an  increase  of  32  vessels 
and  32,695  tons. 

American  shipping,  which  is  next  in  importance,  shows  a 
decrease  of  12  vessels  and  5,417  tons. 

Spanish  shipping  increased  by  13  vessels  and  21,294  tons. 
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Norwegian  shipping  shows  the  considerable  increase  of  52 
vessels  and  27,564  tons  in  steamships  alone. 

German  shipping  shows  a  falling-off  of  9  vessels  and  9,013 
tons,  whilst  French  shipping  has  remained  stationary. 

Mexican  shipping  on  the  coast  shows  little  difference.  This 
is  treated  under  "  Coasting  Trade." 

Greater  attention  as  to  the  correctness  of  shipping  documents 
is  required  from  shippers  and  charterers  in  view  of  the  stringent 
customs  regulations  and  the  trouble  occasioned  through  careless 
mistakes.  Vessels  frequently  arrive  with  defective  charter 
parties,  and  it  should  be  here  repeated  that  all  charter  parties 
should  contain  an  arbitration  clause. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  there  are  no  means  or 
adequate  labour  for  weighing  cargoes  on  board  in  Vera  Cruz,  and 
that  all  goods  are  discharged  by  means  of  lighters.  The  only 
means  of  weighing  cargoes  are  in  the  hands  of  the  railroad  com- 
panies and  are  in  shore.  Thus  coal  is  discharged  into  lighters 
and  conveyed  to  the  piers,  where  it  is  again  handled  into  trucks 
and  then  conveyed  to  the  scales  in  shore.  During  this  transit  it' 
is  subject  to  waste.  The  custom  of  the  port  considers  weights 
thus  recorded  as  "  railway  weights." 

Two  per  cent,  off  bill  of  lading  quantity  is  considered  a  fair 
allowance  for  shortage. 

Coal  not  forwarded  at  once  has  to  be  deposited  in  the  open, 
and  is  subject  to  much  loss  from  the  shifting  sand. 

The  Interoceanic  Railway  have,  however,  a  coal  hopper  of 
some  2,500  tons  capacity. 

There  are  no  public  warehouses  for  merchandise,  and  storage 
is  expensive  and  limited. 

In  Mexico  bills  of  lading  are  not  considered  in  the  same  way 
as  thev  are  in  Europe.  For  instance,  all  cargo  is  delivered  by 
the  ship  to  the  custom-house,  and  then  delivered  by  the  authorities 
to  the  person  who  appears  as  consignee  on  the  consular  invoice — 
when  consigned  to  order  the  person  presenting  the  consular 
invoice  is  admitted  as  consignee. 

Instances  have  been  known  of  freight  being  consigned  to 
order  and  the  bills  of  lading  sent  to  a  third  party  to  be  held 
until  covered,  and  the  customs  authorities  to  have  delivered  this 
freight  on  the  consular  invoice.  In  no  such  cases  do  the  customs 
authorities  require  the  production  of  bills  of  lading,  which,  in  the 
instances  referred  to,  were  not  covered  before  delivery  as 
intended. 

In  cases  when  it  is  necessary  to  embargo  cargo  for  freight, 
demurrage,  &c.  after  delivery  on  shore,  recourse  must  be  had  to 
the  Courts  and  security  given,  but  this  course  is  unadvisable, 
seeing  that  once  a  case  gets  into  Court  it  entails  great  loss  of 
time. 

It  will  not  be  long  before  ships  discharge  alongside,  and 
methods  will  have  to  be  improved  for  greater  dispatch  in  handling 
freight  on  shore  and  clearing  it  from  the  customs,  and  provisions 
should  be  made  to  enable  masters  to  warehouse  goods  pending 
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claims  and  facilities  accorded  by  the  Courts  for  the  enforcement 
of  contracts  made  abroad  and  the  prompt  settlement  of  cases. 

There  are  no  special  means  for  the  saving  of  life  and  property 
on  the  coast  in  case  of  shipwreck.  Vera  Cruz  is  not  provided 
with  a  lifeboat  nor  rocket  apparatus,  and  in  case  of  accidents  or 
shipwreck  in  heavy  weather  crews  must  depend  on  their  own 
exertions. 

The  coasting  trade  is  confined  to  the  Mexican  flag,  but  Coasting 
foreign  ships  are  permitted  on  occasion  to  carry  cargo  on  the  trad*- 
coast  under  certain  conditions  owing  to  the  restricted  service  in 
national  vessels.  The  American  Ward  Line  Steamship  Company 
have  a  special  concession  to  use  foreign  vessels  on  the  coast  for 
exportation  of  produce  between  the  ports  of  Coatzacoalcos, 
Tlacotalpam,  Alvarado,  Vera  Cruz,  and  Tampico,  but  the  produce 
thus  carried  and  the  shipping  thus  employed  is  included  under 
the  heading  u  Foreign  Trade." 

The  following  is  the  number  of  foreign  vessels  that  were 
allowed  to  traffic  on  the  coast  during  the  year  1895-96  and  the 
amount  of  freight  carried  by  them  : — 


Entered 
Cleared 


Number  of 
Vessels. 


18 
96 


Tons. 


3,408 
6,961 


The  following  table  compares  the  coasting  trade  in  national 
vessels  during  1894-95  and  1895-96  :— 


Y                     Number  of 

Tonnage  of  Shipping. 

Number  of 
Packages. 

Tonnage  of 

1     Veuete. 

1 

Sailing.     !      Steam. 

Total. 

61.850 
65,274 

Freight. 

1895-96       226        i         8,259             68,691 

1894-95       240        !       11,000      1       54,274 

1                       1 

606,660 
885,659 

36,641 
41,941 

The  actual  number  of  Mexican  vessels  that  plied  on  the  coast 
in  1895-96  was :— 


• 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Registered 
Tons. 

Steam     • . 

Sailing     ..          . .         . .          .. 

0 
21 

2,385 
2,590 

Total 

30            1         4,975 

There  was  no  difference  worth  mentioning  in  this  shipping  on 
the  coast  between  the  last  two  years. 

The  inadequate  and  stationary  condition  of  the  carrying 
trade  on  the  coast  has,  since  June  of  last  year,  shown  signs  of 
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improvement.  The  present  Company,  that  has  up  to  now  vir- 
tually monopolised  this  (rade,  is  improving  its  service,  and  has 
lately  received  two  new  vessels  built  in  the  Clyde  of  463  regis- 
tered tonnage  each.  A  new  company  has  been  started,  and  has 
already  placed  a  small  vessel  on  the  coast.  By  the ,  concession 
granted  this  company,  a  service  of  at  least  three  round  trips  per 
month  between  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico,  calling  at  Nautla, 
Tecolutla,  and  Tuxpam  is  to  be  commenced  at  once.  Later  on 
this  service  may  be  extended  to  the  ports  south  of  Vera  Cruz, 
and  also  to  Galveston  in  the  United  States. 

A  concession  was  granted  in  August  last  to  a  company  to 
start  a  steamship  service  on  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  coasts,  which 
extended  also  to  their  eventual  connection  with  the  ocean 
steamers  the  Company  proposed  to  run  between  Mexico  and 
foreign  ports.  This  concession  provides  that  within  the  first  two 
years  two  vessels  shall  be  started  to  run  on  the  coast,  and  in  the 
two  following  years  the  service  shall  be  increased  by  two  more 
vessels. 

A  new  boat  built  in  Belfast  of  705  registered  tons  arrived  in 
February,  1897,  for  the  Ward  Line  Company  for  service  on  the 
coast,  and  will  replace  one  of  the  chartered  boats  that  act  as 
feeders  to  their  ocean  steamers. 

These  indications  of  competition  have  already  had  the  beneficent 
effect  of  reducing  the  exorbitant  coast  rates  some  50  per  cent. 

Several  schemes  have  been  under  consideration,  but  little  is 
done  to  seize  the  present  opening  to  establish  a  remunerative  and 
increasing  carrying  trade  on  the  coast. 

This  trade  has  been  so  restricted  and  hampered  by  the 
Alcabalas,  or  inter-State  duties,  the  lack  of  means  of  communi- 
cation, and  excessive  rate?,  that  it  has  naturally  been  stagnant. 

By  the  abolition  of  the  Alcabalas,  the  construction  of  rail- 
roads, the  occupation  of  lands,  and  the  improvement  of  ports, 
produce  which  up  to  now  .had  been  inaccessible  will  find  an 
outlet  and  gradually  swell  the  current  of  trade  on  the  coast,  each 
port  giving  of  its  kind  and  receiving  in  return  those  supplies 
that  it  lacks.  This  development  will  yearly  increase  in  propor- 
tion as  facilities  are  offered. 

The  amount  of  freight  carried  to  and  from  Vera  Cruz  during 
the  two  years  1894-95  and  1895-96  was  as  follows : — 


Year. 


1895-96 
1894-95 


Number  of 
Packages. 

Quantity. 

InToioe 
Values. 

1,292,550 
885,659 

Tons. 
57,255 
41,941 

£ 

1,052,273 

830,470 

The  number  of  passengers  carried  inward  and  outward  during 
1895-96  was  5,123. 

The  produce  from  the  coast  consists  of  tobacco,  cacao,  cotton, 
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vanilla,  chicle,  salt,  coffee,  indigo,  hides  and  skins,  mahogany, 
cedar,  and  other  woods,  dyewoods,  soap,  aguardiente,  maize, 
unrefined  sugar,  lard,  rubber,  dried  fish,  &c. 

The  following  table  gives  the  amounts  of  the  .principal  articles  Freight 
received  at    Vera  Cruz   from   lhc   coast  during   1894-95    and  received  at 
1895-96:—  Vera  Cruz. 


Articles. 

1896-96. 

1894-96. 

Principal  Ports  of 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Origin. 

I  ii!  III  i 

Tons. 
1,185 

960 
962 

18 

186 

9,945 

173 

6,844 

20,273 

828 

292 

17 

8 

£ 
50,767 

85,840 
29.402 
28,026 

22,129 
10,736 
8,420 

63,306 
248,626 

Tons. 
1,004 

967 

647 

19 

127 

9,538 

472 

6,184 

£ 
81,426 

47.491 
19,478 
24,667 

11,608 
15,136 
20,476 

51,844 

Tlacotalpam,  Nautla. 

Coatzacoalcos,  and 

Frontera. 
Frontera. 
Tlacotalpam. 
Tecolutla,       Kautla, 

Tuxpam. 
Tecolutla. 
Progreso,  Celestun. 
Tlacotalpam,  Nautla. 

Coatzacoalcos,  and 

Frontera. 

Total  products 

18,943 

222,126 

Foreign  goods        

Empties        

ST?   -    ::: 

5,850 

1,887 

1,233 

14,015 

104 

294 

8 

2 

2.285 

1,578 

402 

6,353 

10,618 
222,126 

232,744 

Total 

Products  as  above 

640 
20,273 

22,985 
248,626 

408 
18,943 

Grand  total 

20,913 

271,611 

19,861 

The  returns  of  the  articles  comprised  under  the  heading 
miscellaneous,  consisting  of  tropical  and  natural  products,  are  as 
yet  of  such  small  amounts  that  it  is  not  worth  while  recording 
them  separately,  but  some  of  these  will  in  future  form  important 
items. 

Of  rubber  brought  to  Vera  Cruz  from  the  coast  there  were  Rubber. 
17  tons  in  1895-96,  as  against  12  tons  in  1894-95.     There  is 
much  good  rubber  land  on  the  coast,  and  young  plantations  give 
evidence  that  eventually  the  trade  in    this  article  from  Mexico 
will  be  of  some  importance. 

The  falling-off  in  coffee  is  general  throughout  the  country.  Coffee. 
This  so  far  is  but  a  small  item  on  the  coast,  but  will  yearly 
increase  as  new  plantations  come  into  bearing. 

Besides  agricultural  products,  timber  and  dyewoods,  there  are 
salt-beds  and  deposits  of  pitch.  Much  could  also  be  done  in 
tropical  fruits,  and  in  the  abundant  supply  of  fish  on  the  coast. 

The  principal  articles  sent  from  Vera  Cruz  to  the  coast  con-  Freight  sent 
aist  chiefly  of  foreign  goods,  and  some  of"  the  necessaries  of  life,  ^m  Vepa 
as  will  be  seen  in  the  following  table,  which  gives  the  returns  for 
1894-95  and  1895-96. 
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Articles. 


Petroleum 
Cotton  cloth 
Maize    ..         . . 
Flour    .. 

Manufactured    tobacco 
Sugar    •• 

Soap 

Beam    •  • 
Shoes    .. 

Beer 

Foreign  goods 

Empties 

Luggage 

Miscellaneous  .. 

Total     .. 


1895-96. 


1894-95. 


Quantity. 

Tons. 

5,616 

879 

8,462 

2,707 

211 

999 

664 

1,739 

184 

520 

8,418 

26 

36 

40 

5,845 


Value. 

£ 

91,552 

68,012 

87,603 

30,723 

22,987 

14,524 

12,828 

11,898 

11,256 

10,128 

205,901 

678 

10,684 

146,861 

105,026 


Quantity. 

Tons. 

3,071 

832 

5,054 

2,205 

174 

856 

626 

629 

80 

338 

4,734 

83 

28 

47 

8,832 


36,341 


780,661 


22,589 


Value. 

£ 

44,096 

52,133 

25,928 

26,465 

17,406 

10,659 

14,066 

4,731 

7,796 

6,711 

171,346 

941 

1,188 

146,830 

67,431 


597,726 


Dereloi 
of  lands  on 
the  Papaloa- 
pam. 


Alrarado 
Railroad. 


For  particulars  of  the  coast  ports,  reference  should  be  made 
to  the  report  on  the  trade  and  commerce  of  Vera  Cruz  for  the 
year  1894,  Annual  Series  No.  1509. 

During  the  last  few  years  there  has  been  a  marked  develop- 
ment of  tne  lands  watered  by  the  Papaloapani,  San  Juan,  and 
Teeechoachan.  These  rivers  with  their  numerous  tributaries 
form  part  of  the  watershed  of  the  south-west  slope  of  the 
Cordillera,  and  converging  as  they  approach  the  coast  become 
one  vast  river  that  empties  into  the  sea  at  Alvarado,  thus 
affording  a  natural  and  extensive  waterway  to  extensive  tracts  of 
land  that  gradually  rising  as  they  approach  the  mountains,  offer 
suitable  climate  and  conditions  for  varied  agricultural  products. 

As  a  port,  however,  Alvarado  is  hampered  by  a  bar  and 
many  shoals  that  have  formed  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  which 
inside  is  navigable  to  vessels  of  16  to  18  feet  draught  to 
Tlacotalpam,  gome  24  miles  up  the  river.  From  about  this  point, 
where  the  three  rivers  unite,  they  are  navigable  for  many  miles 
to  suitable  craft,  and  the  fact  that  these  natural  waterways  have 
been  taken  advantage  of  by  the  establishment  of  a  service  of 
small  steamboats  and  launches,  and  the  further  facilities  offered 
to  the  outlet  of  produce  by  rail  from  Alvarado  to  Vera  Cruz,  have 
gone  far  towards  the  development  of  this  region.  Produce  was 
brought  for  transhipment  from  the  upper  reaches  of  these  main 
streams  to  Tlacotalpam,  which  thus  acquired  considerable  com- 
mercial importance,  but  at  present  the  bulk  of  this  freight  is 
brought  straight  to  Alvarado  for  conveyance  by  rail  to  Vera 
Cruz. 

Of  this  produce  the  only  statistics  available  is  the  total 
amount  of  freight  carried   by  the  railroad.      This  line  is  only  of 
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some  40   miles  in  length,  and  is  run  on  the  most  economical 
principles. 

The  amount  of  freight  carried  over  itfl  rails  during  the  last 
two  years  is  given  below  : — 


Quantity. 

1895-96. 

1894-95. 

To  Vera  Cruz 

From  Vera  Cruz           .  •         •  • 

Tons. 
17,600 
7,924 

Tons. 
14,751 
6,049 

Total 

25,524 

20,800 

Much  praise  is  due  to  the  energy  displayed  by  the  River  River  na?iga- 
Kavigation  Company  for  Service  on  the  Rivers  South  of  Verafclon* 
Cruz,  that  has  now  some  six  river  boats,  and  offers  the  following 
means  of  communication : — A  weekly  service  from  Alvarado  to 
and  from  Tuxtepec,  some  350  miles,  the  highest  navigable  point 
on  the  Papaloapam ;  a  weekly  service  from  Tlacotalpam  to  and 
from  San  Juan  Evangelista,  some  350  miles  up  the  San  Juan ; 
a  weekly  service  from  Tlacotalpam  to  and  from  Alonso  Lazaro, 
about  50  miles  distant  up  the  Alonso  Lazaro  River,  which  joins 
the  Papaloapam  near  its  mouth ;  an  occasional  service  from 
Alvarado  or  Tlacotalpam  to  Tesechoacan  on  the  river  of  the 
same  name. 

The  company  also  offer  special  and  extraordinary  services, 
provided  such  services  do  not  interfere  with  their  itineraries. 

This  company  is  turning  its  attention  to  the  further  opening 
up  of  the  country  by  endeavouring  to  promote  the  construction 
of  a  railroad  from  a  point  on  the  Upper  Obispo  River  to  Playa 
Vicente,  and  from  thence  to  Osumasin,  in  the  State  of  Oaxaca. 

Another  company  is  surveying  to  construct  a  railroad  from 
San  Juan  Evangelista  to  the  nearest  point  on  the  Tehuantepec 
line. 

Should  these  projects  be  successfully  carried  out  they  will 
complete  an  inland  system  connecting  the  capital  of  Mexico  by 
rail  and  river  with  the  southern  coast  lands  and  across  the 
isthmus  with  the  Pacific. 


PROGRK80    AND   CAMPECHE. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Waddle  reports  as  follows:  — 

Progreso  continues  to  improve  in  mercantile  importance.  Progreao. 

Since  July,  1896,  the  Alcabalas  or  inter-State  duties  have 
been  discontinued,  but  with  no  advantage  to  the  consumer,  for 
other  taxes  have  been  imposed  on  the  retail  dealer,  and  thus 
•prices  could  not  be  lessened  on  the  necessary  articles  of  food, 
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but,  contrary  to  expectation,  they  have  been  increased  on  some 
in  order  to  cover  extra  taxation. 
Shipping.  Progreso  being  the  only  port  of  entry  in  Yucatan,  all  vessels 

landing  cargo  on  any  part  of  the  coast  have  necessarily  to  come 
first  to  Progreso  to  enter  and  clear. 

The  total  number  of  vessels  from  foreign  ports  during  the 
year  1896,  not  including  coasting  vessels,  was  477,  as  follows : — 


Nationality. 

Number  of  Vessels. 

Total. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

British 

16 

121 

137 

American 

7 

112 

119 

Spanish          

Norwegian     •• 

5 

89 

60 
30 

65 
119 

German         ..         ..         . . 

5 

21 

26 

Mexican        

9 

1 

10 

Russian          •  •         . . 

4 

•  • 

4 

Swedish         ..         . .         •• 

8 

#, 

3 

Danish          ••         .  *         . . 

3 

, . 

3 

Italian           

1 

•• 

1 

Total 

142 

335 

477 

Pier.  The  pier,  as  before  reported,  remains  in  the  same  bad  state 

for  vessels  laying  alongside.  Some  shipmasters  bring  their 
vessels  alongside,  whilst  others  positively  refuse  to  take  the  risk, 
for  no  vessel  drawing  more  than  11  feet  can  lay  alongside 
24  hours  without  taking  the  ground,  and  the  risk  to  a  stranded 
vessel  alongside  the  pier,  if  caught  in  a  norther,  is  very  great. 
This  gives  rise  to  disputes  between  shipmasters  and  freighters,  the 
latter  being  concerned  in  the  saving  of  lighterage.  It  is  a 
matter  for  insurance  companies  to  consider  whether  they  should 
not  shut  out  the  risk  of  going  alongside  the  pier  during  the 
norther  season,  say,  from  October  to  March. 

Lighthouses.  •"■*  lB  satisfactory  to  state  that  the  Mexican  Government  have 
considered  the  suggestion  of  a  light  on  the  Alacran  Reef,  60  miles 
due  north  of  this  port ;  also,  on  the  Areas  Gays  at  the  western 
edge  of  the  Campeche  Bank,  which  will  reduce  the  dangers  of 
navigation  between  Vera  Cruz  and  Progreso,  and  that  these 
lights  will  eventually  be  exhibited. 

The  light  for  the   Yucatan   Channel,   near   Cape   Catoche, 
although  ordered,  will  not  be  erected  this  year. 

The  erection  of  these  important  lights  will  be  welcomed  by 
underwriters. 

Quarantine.  All  passengers  from  Havana  since  the  report  of  small-pox  in 

Cuba  have  their  effects  fumigated  on  landing  at  this  port. 
They  are  not  allowed  to  land  with  the  passengers  from  New 
York,  but  are  taken  in  separate  boats  direct  to  the  disinfecting 
stove  at  the  end  of  a  pier  where  there  are  no  facilities  for  landing 
passengers.  They  are  charged  3  dol.  50  c.  each,  viz.,  2  dol.  for  < 
boat-hire  and  1  dol.  50  c.  for  disinfecting. 
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The  imports  and  exports   at   Progreso   have   surpassed    all  imports  and 
previous  years.  exports. 

During  1896  general  merchandise  was  imported  to  the 
value  of  346,948*.,  and  397,163  bales  were  exported  weighing 
65,762,910  kilos. 

The  establishment  at  Progreso  of  the  West  Coast  of  Yucatan 
Colonisation  Company  has  had  the  effect  of  increasing  the  export 
of  chicle  and  logwood.  This  company  loaded  in  1896,  44 
vessels,  with  24,000  tons  of  logwood,  out  of  106  vessels  which  I^ogwood. 
loaded  logwood  on  the  coast  of  Yucatan.  Taking  500  tons  per 
vessel  as  an  average,  this  would  give  53,000  tons  of  logwood 
exported  during  the  year  from  this  State. 

Chicle  has  now  become  an  important  and  increasing  Chicle. 
article  of  export  from  Progreso,  and  bids  fair  to  assume  con- 
siderable proportions.  In  Tuxpam  and  contiguous  localities, 
where  large  quantities  have  been  extracted  hitherto,  the  short- 
sighted policy  of  destroying  the  trees  to  extract  the  gum 
has  been  carried  out  to  such  an  extent  that  great  tracts  of 
chicle-producing  forests  have  become  almost  exhausted,  and  a 
supply  has  to  be  sought  elsewhere  to  supply  the  diminished 
output. 

In  this  emergency,  recourse  has  been  had  to  Yucatan  with 
moat  encouraging  results.  The  company  above  referred  to 
exported  in  1896,  260,000  lbs. 

Chicle  is  the  coagulated  sap  of  the  zapote,  the  "  ya  "  tree  of 
the  native  Maya  Indians.  There  are  several  classes  of  the 
zapote,  all  of  them  handsome,  sturdy,  forest  trees,  and  with 
their  shining  dark  green  foliage,  rough  bark,  and  trunks 
almost  like  iron  in  resonance  and  hardness  they  are  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  trees  of  the  region.  When  well  seasoned,  the 
wood  resists  insect  ravages  and  decay  in  an  almost  incredible 
degree.  In  the  ancient  ruined  cities  of  Yucatan  there  still  exist 
wooden  lintels  of  zapote  nearly  as  perfect  as  when  placed  in 
position,  no  one  knows  how  many  years  ago. 

Posts  or  piles  of  zapote  placed  either  in  fresh  or  salt  water 
are  considered  almost  indestructible,  but  the  sap  is  now  the  most 
valuable  attribute  of  the  tree. 

This  is  gathered  in  the  rainy  season,  when  it  is  called €i  ripe," 
and  squads  of  chicle-gatherers  are  sent  out  to  the  forests  where 
densely  wooded  with  zapote ;  boilers  are  placed  in  readiness,  and 
the  gatherers,  armed  with  wood  knives  and  ropes,  ascend  the 
trees  and  cut  canals  down  the  larger  branches  connecting  them 
.with  a  .vertical  cut  down  one  side  of  the  trunk,  whilst  minor 
canals  are  cut  herring-bone  fashion.  Down  these  paths  the 
milky -white  sap  flows  slowly  into  the  receptacle  below. 

The  yield  of  trees  varies  in  a  very  uncertain  and  inexplicable 
manner ;  one  tree  may  yield  eight  or  more  pounds  of  good  chicle, 
whilst  a  tree  beside  it  of  the  same  age  and  general  appearance 
will  not  yield  half  as  much.  If  the  cutter  is  not  expert  he  will 
cut  the  wood  besides  the  bark  which  seriously  damages  the  tree 
and  lessens  the  flow  of  the  sap.     Many  cutters  have  the  custom 
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of  cutting  canals  in  a  winding  spiral  round  the  trunk,  but  this  is 
considered  prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the  tree,  and  is  strongly 
denounced  by  the  Government,  which  in  its  contracts  with 
cutters  on  national  lands  binds  them  to  cut  the  canals  vertically. 

The  sap  properly  extracted  does  not  materially  injure  the  tree, 
although  its  growth  is  retarded. 

When  gathered  the  sap  is  coagulated  by  boiling  in  the 
cauldrons  until  it  takes  point,  i.e.,  reaches  a  certain  consistency, 
when  it  is  poured  into  moulds  and  allowed  to  cool  and  harden 
and  dry.  Each  block  is  then  stitched  closely  round  with  jute  or 
hemp  bagging,  and  is  then  ready  for  shipment. 

The  chicle-gatherers  are  paid  by  the  weight  of  chicle  gathered, 
and  much  fraud  is  practised  by  them  in  mixing  dirt,  gravel,  and 
even   cobble  stones,   and    in   some  instances   paraffin,   in    the 
substance,  either  just  before,  or  just  after  it  is  placed   in  the 
moulds. 

First-class  chicle  should  be  of  light  colour,  almost  white, 
odorous,  and  .free  from  impurities,  but  the  product  of  the  white 
zapote  is  generally  mixed  with  that  of  an  inferior  class  of  zapote, 
which  produces  a  gum  of  a  pink  or  reddish  colour,  and  the  whole 
mixture  is  turned  into  a  dirty  reddish  colour  by  impurities. 

The  use  of  chicle  has  been,  until  very  recently,  practically  a 
base  for  the  various  brands  of  chewing  gums  that  have  of  late 
years  been  so  profusely  placed  on  the  market.  Efforts  are  now 
being  seriously  made  to  make  it  serve  important  chemical  and 
practical  ends. 

Henequen  hemp  is  the  principal  article  of  export  from 
Progreso,  and  is  sent  chiefly  to  the  United  States,  where  much  is 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  binder  twine.  It  is  reported  on  good 
authority  that  this  manufactured  article  is  shipped  from  the 
United  States  to  Liverpool,  and  thence  to  the  Argentine 
Republic,  where  considerable  quantities  are  consumed,  and,  now 
that  a  Government  premium  is  offered  for  the  manufacture  of 
twine  and  sacks  in  Yucatan,  this  subject  is  worthy  the  considera- 
tion of  British  manufacturers. 

Coal  will  soon  be  a  necessity  in  Yucatan,  with  four  railroad 
companies  and  566  kiloms.  of  line,  and  30  locomotives,  that  all 
burn  wood  because  of  the  high  prices  of  coal,  viz.,  18  dol. 
Mexican  currency,  or  36*.  per  ton  of  2,000  lbs.  By  the  present 
system  of  landing  coal,  it  costs  6  dol.  United  States  currency,  or 
25«.  per  ton  alongside  the  pier  towed  in  barges  of  600  to  800  tons 
from  Pensacola. 

Now  that  coal  can  be  manipulated  almost  entirely  by 
mechanical  arrangements,  the  Mexican  Central  Railroad  Com- 
pany, at  Tampico,  without  a  complete  outfit,  can  discharge  800 
to  1,000  tons  in  24  hours,  the  steamer  using  4  winches,  at  a  cost 
of  37±  c.  Mexican  currency — say  6d.  per  ton.  It  would  therefore 
appear  that  the  time  has  arrived  for  a  company  to  erect  its  own 
wharf  and  apparatus  for  handling  coal  at  Progreso  for  consump- 
tion in  Yucatan,  and  to  supply  Campecbe. 

Only  40  kiloms.  are  now  required  to  connect  Merida  with 
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Campeche,  once   the  only  important  city  and    seaport   on  the 
peninsula  of  Yucatan* 

The  port  is  an  open  roadstead ;  ocean-going  vessels  anchor 
from  5  to  7  miles  off  the  shore,  the  water  being  so  shallow  that 
only  vessels  of  8  or  9  feet  draught  can  get  near  to  the  town. 

Logwood  is  the  principal  article  of  export,  and  some  henequen. 

The  Cuba  and  Mexican  mail  steamships  call  there  once  a 
week,  and  are  met  by  the  same  Company's  coasting  steamer,  with 
produce  from  Frontera  and  Laguna,  principally  hewn  timber. 
The  coaster  then  returns  to  these  ports  with  general  merchandise 
imported  from  the  United  States. 

The  inhabitants  of  Campeche  are  anxiously  awaiting  the  com- 
pletion of  the  railway  to  Merida,  in  the  hopes  that  business  will 
improve,  and  Campeche  regain  some  of  its  lost  importance  as  a 
seaport. 

One  fact  that  concerns  the  coal  industry  is  that  in  the  norther 
season  Campeche  is  not  subject  to  the  heavy  sea ;  as  the  shallow 
water  extends  so  far  out  from  the  shore  the  force  of  the  sea  is 
broken  before  reaching  the  beach.  Mariners  say  that  the  weed 
on  the  bottom  off  Sisal  also  protects  the  port  of  Campeche  from 
heavy  seas. 

A  new  light  was  opened  la9t  year  on  Los  Morros,  near 
Campeche.  It  is  55  metres  above  sea  level,  and  can  be  seen  21 
miles,  showing  three  flashes  every  13  seconds.  It  has  proved 
very  useful  to  coasting  craft,  as  well  as  to  larger  vessels  making 
the  port  at  night. 

Sisal  was  the  port  of  entry  for  Yucatan   before  Progreso.  g^ 
The  change  was  made  in  1871,  when  the  railroad  was  projected 
from  Progreao  to  Merida,  the  capital  of  the  State,  the  distance 
from  Progreso  being  12  to  15  miles  shorter  than  from  Sisal. 

The  hemp  of  Yucatan  was  known  as  Sisal  hemp,  because  it 
was  first  put  on  the  market  in  the  United  States  from  that  port, 
which  is  now  only  a  iishiug  village,  and  a  point  where  logwood 
is  collected  for  shipment. 
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Table  A.— Return  of  Foreign  Trade  at  the  Mexican  Gulf  Ports 
during  the  Years  1894-95  and  1895-96. 

Imposts. 


Value. 

Porte. 

1895-96. 

1894-95. 

Increase  in 
1895-96. 

Decrease  in 
1895-96.. 

Vera  Cruz 

Tampioo            «.         .. 

Progreso 

Coatzacoaloos  .. 

Frontera 

Matamoros    (including 

a  portion  of  overland 

trade)            •• 
Campeche 

Laguna  .  •          . •          • . 
Tuxpam            •• 

£ 

3,059,308 

1,737,088 

339,342 

63,049 

61,247 

55,809 
51,632 
16,055 
14,066 

£ 

3,224,701 

728,401 

218,415 

8,069 

64,243 

37,959 
37,279 
13,486 
10,147 

£ 

1,008,687 
120,927 

54,980 

17,850 

14,353 

2,569 

3,919 

£ 
165,393 

•  • 

2,996 

Total     .. 

5,397,596 

4,342,700 

1,054,896 

•• 

Note. — Re-converted  at  5  dol.  to  the  1/. 


Exports. 


Value. 

Ports. 

1895-96. 

1894-95. 

Increase  in 
1895-96. 

Decrease  in 
1895-96, 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Vera  Cruz        •  • 

2,235,429 

2,741,309 

.. 

605,871 

Tampico           •  • 

2,392,046 

1,654,622 

837,424 

•  • 

Progreso           .  • 

810,209 

786,593 

23,616 

,# 

Coatzacoalcos  ••         . . 

32,891 

13,567 

19,324 

•  • 

Frontera 

42,886' 

33,413 

9,473 

•  • 

Matamoros    (including 
a  portion  of  overland 

trade) 

28,529 

32,211 

.. 

3,682 

Campeche        •  • 

109,718 

93,897 

15,821 

•  • 

Laguna . • 

158,442 

127,378 

31,064 

•  • 

Tuxpam 

136,938 

38,227 

98,711 

•  • 

Total     .. 

5,947,088 

5,421,208 

525,880 

•  • 

Notb.— Converted  at  10  doL  to  the  1/. 
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Table  B.—  Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Mexican  Gulf  Ports 
during  the  Financial  Year  1895-96. 

EmrrasD. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number 

Ports. 

of 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

•  Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Passengers. 

Vera  Crux 

115 

21,954 

486 

594,911 

601 

616,865 

9,695 

Tampico     

61 

19  166 

350 

545,704 

401 

564,870 

1.321 

Proicreso     

397 

67,276 

391 

649.140 

788 

606,416 

3.422 

Campeche 

825 

46,326 

195 

177,991 

1,020 

223,317 

2  451 

Laguna      

4*8 

45,649 

221 

55,862 

719 

101,511 

2  033 

Frontera     

139 

10,162 

206 

84,321 

345 

91,483 

1,832 

Coatzacoalcos 

23 

3,160 

168 

67,961 

191 

71,111 

1,492 

Tuxpam      

64 

8,639 

91 

129.591 

155 

188.230 

683 

Other  Gulf  ports  ... 

1,724 

53,203 

613 

148.144 

2,237 

201,347 

6,238 

Total 

3,836 

264,535 

,     2.621 

2,353,6,5 

6,457 

2,6  8,150 

29,167 

Chased. 


Sail 

ng. 

Ste. 

ira. 

Total. 

Number 

Ports. 

. 

of 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tous. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Ve»sels. 

577 

Tons. 

Passengers. 

Vvn  Cruz 

118 

22.?P6 

459 

659,2*7 

681,153 

5,116 

Tauiyico     

58 

21,071 

335 

534,947 

3j3 

556018 

1,167 

Progreso     .„ 

885 

57,592 

396 

557,858 

781 

616,450 

2,178 

Campeche  ... 

900 

44,108 

188 

169,845 

1,088 

213,953 

1246 

Lagiina      

505 

45,833 

216 

54,643 

7:1 

100,476 

Frontera     

135 

8,894 

197 

84.881 

332 

93,275 

168 

Coatiacoa'cos 

25 

3,195 

166 

66,404 

191 

69,599 

1,441 

Tuxuam      

68 

8,856 

93 

131,091 

161 

139,947 

785 

Cthcr  Gulf  ports  .. 

1,740 
8,934 

49.798 
2J  1,143 

612 
2,562 

148,324 

2,252 

198,122 

5  532 

Total 

2,307,250 

6,496 

2,668,393 

17,633 

Table  C. — Imports  through  Vera  Cruz  during  the  four  years  from 
July  1,  1892,  to  June  30,  1896. 


Origin. 

Value. 

1895-96. 

£ 
846,757 
9,234 

855,991 
843,887 
435,534 
415,680 
337,300 
48,704 
20,949 
101,223 

1894-95. 

1893-94. 

1892-93. 

England            • . 
India 

£ 
941,229 
20,730 

£ 
711,513 
14,744 

£ 
664,926 
27,540 

Franc© 

Germany 
United  States 
Spain    ••         .« 
Belgium           •  • 

Italy 

Other  countries 

961,959 

942,501 

437,543 

414,849 

309,153 

31,734 

17,668 

79,768 

726,257 

667,881 

29S,929 

403,320 

307,793 

31,964 

13,106 

73,862 

692,466 

721,287 

333,868 

612,223 

353,115 

42,010 

22,030 

8S,299 

Totals    .. 

3,059,268 

3,225,175 

2,523,112 

2,865,298 

Note.— Reconverted  at  5  dol.  to  the  1/. 
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Table  G. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Vera  Cruz 
during  the  Year  ended  December  31,  1896. 


Emtwd. 


Nationality. 


Sailing. 


Steam. 


Total. 


British       

American  ... 
Spanish  ... 
German 
Norwegian... 
French 
Russian  ... 
Mexican  coasting . 


Number  of 
Vessels.    , 


7 
85 


1 
61 


Tons. 


2,868 
11,198 


2,940 

"286 
8,301 


Total       '  118  28,048 

„   for  the  year  I 

preceding  !17  21,801 


623,882 
549,074 


OUUID. 


Nationality. 


Sailing. 


Number  of 

Vessels. 

British        

7 

American 

36 

Spanish      

... 

German     

... 

Norwegian 

11 

French       

... 

Russian     ... 

1 

Mexican  coasting... 

66 

Total       

109 

„   for  the  ycai 

preceding 

109 

Steam. 


Total. 


,       Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

152 

Tons. 
227,646 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

1         2,863 

169 

229,998 

9,851 

54 

120,637 

89 

130,488 

50 

92,218 

60 

92,218 

25 

39,412 

26        . 

39,412 

8,588 

48 

24,797 

59        i 

28,386 

... 

12 

24,749 

12        1 

24,749 

266 

... 

1 

266 

7,826 

166 

59,994 
589,462 

221        1 

i 

67,819 

28,873 

607 

616     : 

613.325 

18,880 

482 

606,324 

541        1 

i 

526,212 

(2341) 
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Reports  of  the  Annual  Scries  have  been  issued  from  Her  Majesty's 
Diplomatic  and  Consular  Officers  at  the  following  places,  and  may  be 
obtained  from  the  sources  indicated  on  the  title-page : — 

Price. 

Chiukiang Id. 

Jeddah        ..         ..         ..     Id. 


No.  Price. 

1764.  Bahia           Id. 

1765.  Zanzibar lid. 

1766.  Pakhoi        Id. 

1767.  New  York 2d. 

1768.  Chefoo         Id. 

1769.  Caracas        id. 

1770.  Palermo 11  Id. 

1771.  Mombaa id. 

1772.  Nice U«l. 

1773.  Bucharest 4id. 

1774.  Port  Said lid 

1775.  Galatz         lid. 

1776.  Madrid        2d. 

1777.  Vicuna        2J. 

1778.  Canton        Id. 

1779.  Yokohama lid. 

1780.  Newchwang Id. 

1781.  Wdhu          3d. 

1782.  AthetiB        2d. 

1783.  Tonga          id. 

1784   Smyrna        id. 

1785.  Baghdad Id. 

1786.  Hiogo  and  Oaaka  ••         ••  4id. 

1787.  Bangkok Id. 

1788.  Odessa         2d. 

1783.  Naples         2d. 

1790.  Beyrout Id. 

1791.  Tunis           lid. 

1792.  Kiukiang 3d. 

17y8.  Bangkok Id. 

1794.  Bio  Grande  do  Sul. .         ..  Id. 

1795.  Valparaiso  ..         ••        -..  4d. 

1796.  B.iudiai 2|d. 

1797.  Bushire        2d. 

1798.  Chiistiania 5*d. 

1799.  Cadiz           2d. 

1800.  Meshed        2*d. 

1801.  St.  Petersburg        ..         ..  4.}d. 

1802.  Batoum       Id. 

1803.  Peking        8-1. 

1*04.  Samoa          id. 

1805.  Dantzig       2d. 

1806.  Antwerp ljd. 

1807.  Ajaccio        )}«l. 

18U8.  S  et  in         3d. 

no*.  Aleppo         Id. 

1810.  Taigier 2£d. 

1811.  Tokio           31d. 

1812.  Madeira ;d. 

1813.  Vera  Cruz Id. 

1814.  Opo.to         ]d 

1815.  Hamburg lid. 

1816.  New  Orleans          ..         ..  l|d. 

1817.  Beugazi jd. 

1818.  M&mia^ao id. 

1819.  Gothenburg 2d. 

18-0.  Daral  Baida          ..         ..  3d. 

1821.  Erzeroum id. 

1822.  Munich        Sjd. 

13;3.  ?amoa          {d. 


No. 

1824. 

1825. 

1826.  Sofia lid. 

1827.  Mexico        2d. 

1828.  Teneriffe 3id. 

1829.  Batoum       Id. 

1830.  Cadiz           Id. 

1831.  Martinique..         ..         ..  Id. 

1832.  Odessa         Id. 

1883.  Ghilan         Id. 

1834.  Old  Calabar Old. 

1835.  Tamaui        Id. 

1836.  Copenhagen           ..         ..  Id. 

1837.  S.looica lid. 

1838.  Honolulu id. 

183**.   Buenos  Ayres         ..         ..  2d. 

184»>.  Para Id. 

1841.  Bolivia       2d. 

1842.  Washington           ..         ..  3d. 

1843.  Berlin         2d. 

1844.  Uganda Id. 

1845.  Belgrade lid. 

184  6.  Dakar         id. 

1847.  Florence Ud. 

1848.  Copenhagen           ..         ..  2d. 

1849.  Havre         2d. 

1850.  Serajevo Id. 

1851.  Madrid        2d. 

1852.  LaRochelle  ..         ..lid. 

1853.  Chicago 4d. 

1854.  Berlin         Id. 

1855.  Cherbourg 21d. 

1856.  Bcira           Id. 

1857.  Charleston 2id. 

18  f.8.  Saieon        id. 

1859.  Suakin        Id. 

1860.  Rouen         2d. 

1861.  Patraa         lid. 

1862.  Barcelona..            ..         ..  2*d. 

1363.  Amoy          2*d. 

1861.  Trebizond Id. 

1865.  Lisbon         2id- 

1866.  CaUao          2d. 

18*17.  Pernambuco           ..          ..  5d. 

HG8*  Napbs         lid. 

18W.  New  Orleans          ..         ..  2id. 

1870.  Vera  Cruz  ..          ..          ..  2id. 

1871.  Madera Id. 

1-72.  Jerusalem Id. 

1873.  Ningpo Id. 

1874.  Rio  de  Janeiro       ..         ..  2|d. 

1875.  Trieste        .♦         ..         ..  id. 
1X7«.  CunKoa id. 

1877.  Goa id. 

1878.  Cagliari id. 

1879.  Guayaquil !d. 

1880.  Havana       l}d 

18*1.  Reykjavik  (Iceland)          ..  id. 

1882.  Miaa          j  ^,i. 

1883.  Baltimore   ..         ..         ..  i  \. 
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No.  1884. 

Reference  to  previous  Report,  Annual  Series  No,  1761, 


MONTENEGRO. 

CETTINJfc 

Mr.  Kennedy  to  the  Marquess  of  Salithuri/. 
(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  April  23,  1897.) 

My  Lord, 

I  have  the  horour  to  forward  a  Commercial  Report  upon 
Montenegro  for  the  year  1896  which  I  have  drawn  up  with  as 
much  accuracy  and  fulness  as  are  possible  in  a  country  where 
there  are  no  available  official  statistics,  and  but  little  trade. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        K.  J.  KENNEDY. 


Jieport  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Montenegro  for  the  Year 

1896. 

Table  of  Contents. 

Pa  or 

Trade  in  general .  •  •  •         . .         . .  . .  . . 1 

Tobacco   . •         . .  • .         . .  . .  . .         •  •         •  •  . .  . .  1 

Wine        2 

Eiports    ..  . .  ..  . .  ..  ..  ••  ..  . .  ..  2 

Imports    ••  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  2 

Steamboat  service  on  Lake  of  Scutari . .         .  •  . .         . .  • .         . .  4 

Floods      4 

Roads       . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .         . .  . .  4 


Trade  in  general,  in  Montenegro,  during  the  year  1896  showed  No  improve, 
no  improvement  over  that  of  1895,  although  the  maize  crop  and  ment  m  tTa(*°- 
other  native  produce  were  fairly  good. 

The  Austrian  Tobacco  Regie  has  ceased  buying  Montenegrin  Tobacco, 
tobacco  for  reasons  stated  in  my  previous  report.  An  enormous 
quantity  of  tobacco  now  lies  on  the  hands  of  the  growers  ami 
dealers.  Small  parcels  have  been  sent  to  Malta,  Tunis,  and 
Hamburg  by  the  Anglo-Montenegrin  Trading  Company.  It  is 
(2367) 
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MONTEKEGKO. 


Wiiie. 

Kx  ports. 
Live  stock. 


►Suiiac. 

Hides  and 
skins. 

Wcol. 

Chrysanthe- 
mum 

(Pjretlirum 
Koseum). 

Silk  cocoons. 

Laurel  leaves, 
Dried  fibh. 
Olive  oil. 


Beeswax  and 
honev. 


British 
imports. 


possible  that  through  this  channel  an  outlet  may  be  found  for 
this  important  article  of  Montenegrin  produce. 

The  wine  produce  of  1896  is  said  to  have  been  satisfactory, 

About  8,000  sheep,  value  3,500£  (as  against  12,000,  value 
6,500/.  in  1895),  were  exported  to  Marseilles  by  the  Montenegrin 
Government  for  the  reasons  which  were  stated  in  my  previous 
report  (page  7),  but  although  prices  were  low  in  Montenegro, 
owing  to  the  scarcity  of  buyers,  the  transaction  was  profitless. 

About  1,000  head  of  cattle  and  a  small  quantity  of  sheep  to 
the  value  of  9,000/.  were  exported  to  Malta. 

About  20,000  sheep,  to  the  value  of  about  5,500/.  were 
exported  to  Scutari,  and  a  few  to  Italy,  in  the  latter  case  with  a 
loss. 

The  crop  of  sumac  for  the  year  1896  was  small,  and  as  the  prices 
offered  for  it  were  low  its  total  value  did  not  exceed  2,500/.  as 
against  4,000/.  in  1895,  and  the  contractor  who  bought  the  crop 
has  failed  to  dispose  of  it. 

About  the  same  quantity  of  hides  and  skins  were  exported  in 
1896  as  in  1895,  viz.,  12,000/. 

Wool  to  the  value  of  9,000/.  was  exported,  but  as  prices  in 
Italy  and  at  Trieste  were  low  exporters  made  no  profit  upon  this 
article. 

Austrian  merchants  having  sent  agents  to  buy  py rethrum  flowers, 
the  price  went  up  80  per  cent,  above  that  of  1895.  The  produce 
for  1896  was  25  tons,  value  4,000/.,  of  which  22  tons  were  exported 
to  the  United  Kingdom,  and  the  remainder  to  Trieste. 

Silk  cocoons  are,  every  year,  deteriorating  in  quality.  The  whole 
produce,  to  the  value  of  800/.,  was  exported  to  Milan. 

On  account  of  large  stock  at  Trieste  and  low  prices,  no  laurel 
leaves  were  cut  and  prepared  for  exportation. 

Dried  fish  was  exported  to  Servia  and  the  frontier  districts  of 
Austria,  to  the  value  of  1,100/. 

A  certain  quantity  of  olive  oil  is  exported  from  Antivari  and 
Dulcigno  to  Trieste. 

Beeswax,  being  neglected  at  Trieste,  fetched  a  very  small 
price,  and  a  large  quantity  of  honey  remains  on  the  dealers' 
hands. 

The  total  exports  for  the  year  1896  were  about  50,000/. 
There  has  been  again  a  small  increase  in  the  imports  from 
Great  Britain. 
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CETTINJE. 

Eeturn  of    British  Imports  into  Montenegro  during  the 

Year  1896. 


Articles. 


Qrey  colton  goods . .  .  •         •  •         . , 

Bleached  cotton  goods       . .  •  • 

Yarns  and  cotton  thread 
Coloured  and  fancy  low  class  dress  goods, 

linings  and  satins  . .  •  • 

Jtrfce  goods,  in  pieces  and  bags     . .         • « 
Brass  and  iron  goods,  galvanised  buckets 
Pickles,  preserves,  lard,  and  mustard 
Rice..  ••         . .  ..  . .         •»• 

Candles       ..         . .         •• 

Cotton  handkerchiefs 
Sundries       ..  . . 


Approximi 
Value. 


iximate 


£ 
6,500 
7,500 
3,200 

3,000 
200 
100 
300 
100 
200 
500 
200 


Austrian  imports  are  practically  the  same  as  those  stated  in  Austrian, 
my  previous  reports,  with  the  exception  of  low   class   Oxfords  ^P0^8* 
which  were  imported  in  1896  to  the  value  of  3,000/.,  as  against 
6,000/.  in  1895  ;   and  cotton  yarns  and   threads  which  show  a 
falling-off  from  1,500/.  in  1895  to  800/.  in  1896. 

Eeturn  of  Austrian  Imports  into  Montenegro  during  the 
Year  1896. 


Articles. 


Sugar       ••         ••         ..          . .         . .          ••  •• 

Coffee       .-.  

Bice  and  floor    . •          ••         ••         ••          ••  ••          . . 

Spirits      ..          ..          ..         ..          ..          . .  •.         .< 

Low  class  of  grey  cottan  goods  . .  .. 

•Cotton  yarns  and  threads         . .          . .         . .  .  • 

'Printed  goods  :  low  class  of  Oxfords  and  union 

Shawls,  cotton  and  union         . .         . .         . .  •  • 

Soap         ..         ..         ..  ..         . . 

miscellaneous ••  . .   (say) 


Approximate 
Value. 


£ 
2,200 
2,000 
2,000 
2,000 
9,000 
800 
3,000 
1,500 
1,000 
8,000 


Eeturn  of  Imports  from  other  Countries  into  Montenegro  during 

the  Year  1896. 


Nationality. 

Articles. 

Approximate 
Value. 

German  . . 

Belgian  ••         . . 
Swiss       •  •         •  • 
Italian    •  •         •  • 

Gold  thread,  braids,  toilet  soap,  and  aniline 

colours 
Window  glass  and  wire  nails. . 
Black  sUk,  cotton,  and  union  scarfs  .  • 
Cheese,  rice,  and  dressed  flax 

£ 

2,100 
400 

1,000 
200 
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service. 


MONTENEGRO. 

Comparative  Table  of  Imports  into  Montenegro  during  the 
Years  1895-96. 


!            Approximate  Value. 
Country. 


1895. 


£ 

Great  Britain '         18,460 

Austria 35,200 

Other  countries 3,600 


1896. 


£ 

21,800 

31,500 

3,700 


The  tctal  value  of  imports  into  Montenegro  during  the  year 

1896  is  about  57,000/.  exclusive  of  petroleum  and  of  salt,  both  of 

which  are  Government  monopolies,  and  of  5,000/.  worth  of  grain 

imported  from  Albania. 

Lake  of  "    The  ss.  "  Danitza,"  belonging  to  the  Anglo-Montenegrin  Trading 

Scutari  Company  (see  page  6  of  previous  Report),  plies  twice  a  week, 

s  earn  »oa         ^^  wa^  between  the  Montenegrin  roadsteads  on  the  Lake  of 

Scutari,  viz.,  Rieka,  Vir-Bazaar,  Plavnitza,  and  the  Turkish  town 

of  Scutari.     The  service  has  been  maintained  with  great  regularity. 

Number. 
The  number  of  passenger*  carried  by  the  "Danitza"  in  1896  , 

was '       6,000 

Tons. 

Goods  from  Scutari 2,000 

„  abroad 1,000 


Floori>.  In  December  last,  the  valley  of  the  Zetta  and  the  districts 

around  Vir-Bazaar  and  Kolachine  were  heavily  flooded,  and 
suffered  great  damage,  but  the  losses  were  more  than  covered  by 
the  subscriptions  raised  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  at  home  and 
abroad. 

Roads.  The  road  under  construction  last  year  from  Rieka  to  Vir-Bazaar 

(see  page  5  of  last  year's  Report),  the  completion  of  which  was 
announced  for  September  last,  is  not  yet  finished.  A  considerable 
portion  has  been  made,  but  it  is  uncertain  when  it  will  be 
completed. 
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Reports  of  the  Annual  Series  have  been  issued  from  Her  Majesty's 
Diplomatic  and  Consular  Officers  at  {jhe  following  places,  and  may  be 
obtained  froiq  lihe  qpufcos  in4iedited  an  die  thl^pa^e  #— 


No. 

1690. 

1691. 

1692. 

1698. 

1694. 

1695. 

1696. 

1697, 

1698. 

1699. 

1700. 

1701. 

1702. 

1708. 

1704. 

1705. 

1706. 

1707. 

1708. 

1709. 

1710. 

1711. 

1712. 

1718. 

1714. 

1715. 

1716. 

1717. 

1718. 

1719. 

1720. 

1721. 

1722. 

1728. 

1724. 

1725. 

1726. 

1727. 

1728. 

1729. 

1780. 

1781. 

1732. 

1788. 

1734. 

1735. 

1786. 

1787. 

1788. 

1789. 

1740. 

1741. 

1742. 

1748. 

1744. 

1745. 

1746. 

1747. 

1748. 

1749. 


Price. 

Pernambuco          ..         ..  14^ 

Guatemala lid. 

Guayaquil •  Id. 

Wenchow Id. 

Piraeus        3d 

Tokio         8d. 

Marseilles***-     -  *•  -■  •  ..  l<d. 

Manila    * la. 

Jerusalem' Id. 

Cherbourg 2d. 

Leghorn     • lid. 

Boston       lid. 

Kiuugchow Id. 

Naples       2  id. 

Stockholm 2d. 

Corunna     ..         ..         . »  2d. 

Rio  de  Janeiro      . .         . .  2}d. 

SanJosS Id. 

Paramaribo           ..         ..  2d. 

Brest          lid. 

Montevideo           ..         ..  id. 

Charleston 2|d. 

Baltimore  ••         ..         ••  Id. 

Tripoli       Id. 

Callao         id. 

Ningpo      ..         ..         ..  Id. 

Dunkirk lid. 

Batoum 2d. 

Hankow lid. 

Foochow 3id. 

Syra           id. 

Panama Id. 

Batafia lid. 

Genoa        ••         ..         ..3d. 

Cagliari 2id. 

Chicago 7id. 

Trieste Id. 

Hakodate Id. 

Mannheim Id. 


Panama 

Caracas 

Riga 

Tokio 

Tainan 


Id. 

Id. 
6id. 
Ud. 

Id. 


Portland 3d. 

Fiume        lid. 

Taganrog    ..         ••         ..  2d. 

Swatow Id. 

Chungking lid. 

Angora lid. 

Shanghai 2i<L 

Bilbao        3id. 

Tahiti        lid. 

New  Caledonia     ..         ..lid. 

Amoy         «.         ..         ..  lid. 

Icbang       ••         ..         . .  Id. 
Berlin        ..         ,.         ..id. 

Rio  de  Janeiro      . .         •  •  5id. 

Porto  Rico ljd. 

Montevideo                     ..  lid. 


No.  Price. 

1760.  San  Francisco       ..         ••  3d. 

1751.  Cayenne 4<L 

1752.  Frankfort 3d. 

lil*,  Malaga 8id. 

1754.  Houl           Id. 

1755.  Copenhagen  ..         ..3d. 

1756.  KJce.-    i Id. 

1757.  Lisbon       ..        ..        ,.  lid. 

1758.  Nagasaki  ". Id. 

1759.  Hamburg 2id. 

1760.  Mozambique         ..         ••  2d. 

1761.  Cettinje ljd. 

1762.  The  Hague           ..         .,  lid. 

1763.  Cephalonia           ..         ••  Id. 

1764.  Babia         Id. 

1765.  Zanzibar lid. 

1766.  Pakhoi Id. 

3767.  New  York 2d. 

1768.  Chefoo        ....         ..Id. 

1769.  Caracas id. 

1770.  Palermo     ..         ..  Hid. 

1771.  Mombasa id. 

1772.  Nice           lid. 

1778.  Bucharest 4id. 

1774.  Port8aid lid. 

1775.  Galatz        lid. 

1776.  Madrid 2d. 

1777.  Vienna 2d. 

1778.  Canton        1<L 

1779.  Yokohama lid. 

1780.  Newchwang           ••         ..  Id. 

1781.  Wnhu         Id. 

1782.  Athens       2d. 

1788.  Tonga        id. 

1784.  Smyrna id. 

1785.  Baghdad Id. 

1786.  Hiogo  and  Osaka..         ..  4Jd. 

1787.  Bangkok Id. 

1788.  Odessa       2d. 

1789.  Naples       2d. 

1790.  Beyrout Id. 

1791.  Tunis         lid. 

1792.  Kiukiang 3d. 

1793.  Bangkok Id. 

1794.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul           ..  Id. 

1795.  Valparaiso 4d. 

1796.  Brindiai 2*d- 

1797.  Bushire 2d. 

1793.  Ohristiania 5id. 

1799.  Cadiz         2d. 

1800.  Meshed 2i<L 

1801.  St.  Petersburg      ..         ..  4id. 

1802.  Batoum Id. 

1808.  Pekin         3d. 

1804.  Samoa        id. 

1805.  Dantzig 2d. 

1806.  Antwerp lid. 

1807.  Ajaccio lid. 

1808.  Stettin        8d. 

1809.  Aleppo       Id. 
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Reference  to  previous  Report,  Annual  Series  No,  1633. 


MOROCCO. 

TANGIER. 

Acting-Consul  Madden  to  the  Marquis  of  Salisbury. 

My  Lord,  Tangier,  August  25,  1896. 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  to  your  Lordship  my 
Report  on  the  Trade  of  Tangier  in  1895,  together  with  the 
Reports  received  from  the  Vice-Consuls  at  Fez,  Tetuan,  and 
Laraiche. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        A.  M.  MADDEN. 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Hie  Consular  District  of 
Tangier  for  the  Year  1895. 
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General  Remarks. 

The  general  trade  of  Tangier  and  its  environs  during  the  year 
1895  has  not  been  satisfactory.     During   the  first  three  months 
(2248)  a  2 
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Total  trade. 


of  the  year  a  heavy  and  prolonged  rainfall  occurred  which,  fol- 
lowed by  locusts,  did  considerable  damage  to  the  crops  in  this 
neighbourhood,  which  were  consequently  short,  and  very  little 
produce  was  sold. 

The  quarantine  which  was  imposed  by  Spain,  and  consequently 
by  Gibraltar,  in  the  early  days  of  September,  on  account  of  a  mild 
outbreak  of  cholera,  and  which  was  not  raised  against  Tangier 
till  December  12,  affected  very  seriously  the  import  and  export 
trade  of  the  port,  many  of  the  regular  steamers  being  obliged  to 
cease  calling  here  at  all,  and  merchants  could  not  make  face  to 
their  engagements  in  Europe.  The  high  rate  of  exchange  which 
prevailed  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  affected  business  in 
general  to  a  considerable  extent,  the  value  of  the  1/.  sterling 
having  risen  to  over  6  dol.  Spanish. 

The  trade  routes  from  the  coast  to  the  capital  continued  per- 
fectly safe  for  the  free  transport  of  goods  to  and  fro,  although 
the  Sultan  transferred  his  court  in  the  autumn  to  his  southern 
capital  of  Morocco  City. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  total  trade  of  Tangier 
amounted  to  a  total  of  844,761/.,  for  exports  and  imports;  a 
decrease  of  102,434/.  on  the  preceding  year  caused  by  the 
stagnation  of  trade  during  nearly  4  months  of  quarantine  and  to 
the  fact  that  shipping  cereals  did  not  pay  owing  to  the  low  prices 
prevailing  in  the  European  market. 

The  total  export  and  import  trade  of  the  principal  countries 
(excluding  specie)  is  shown  in  the  appended  table. 


1895. 


Country. 

Amount. 

Percentage. 

Great  Britain  and  Gibraltar   . . 
France  and  Algeria 

Germany 

Spain 

Other  countries 

£ 

251,665 

176,037 

49,221 

80,469 

13,712 

44 
31 

9 
14 

2 

The  total  trade  (excluding  specie)  of  Great  Britain  has,  in 
comparing  it  with  last  year's  report,  declined  from  389,474/.  to 
251,665/. ;  that  of  France  from  175,529/.  to  175,037/. ;  that  of 
Spain  from  121,799/.  to  80,469/. ;  while  German  trade  increased 
from  33,222/.  in  1894  to  49,221/.  in  1895. 


Imports. 

The  total  imports  in  1895  amounted  to  373,949/.  value 
against  421,795/.  value,  a  decrease  of  57,846/.  As  before 
explained,  this  drop  is  accounted  for  by  the  quarantine  period,  the 
short  crops,  and  the  low  prices  for  cereals  prevailing  at  home. 
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An  examination  of  the  statistics  (and  excluding  specie)  shows 
that  British  imports  have  fallen  from  246,974/.  in  1894  to 
179,271/.  in  1895.  French  import  trade  has  declined  from 
135,898/.  in  1894  to  113,776/.  in  1895.  Germany  imported  goods 
in  1895  to  a  value  of  47,444/.,  being  an  increase  of  16,561/.  over 
1894,  while  Spain  sent  goods  last  year  to  a  value  of  9,247/., 
against  8,709/.  in  1894. 

The  following  table  shows  how  last  year's  trade  was  divided 
among  the  principal  importing  countries  (excluding  specie) : — 

1895. 


Country. 


Percentage. 


Great  Britain          '  60 

France         32 

Germany 13| 

Spain           2\ 

Other  countries 2 


British  cotton  manufactured  goods  imported  in  1895  show  a  Cottons, 
large  decrease  in  value,  having  declined  from  168,875/.  in  1894  to 
84,028/.  in  1895.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  large  orders  for 
cottons  were  countermanded  during  the  cholera  epidemic,  for  fear 
of  inability  to  meet  engagements,  and  to  the  inability  of  the  native 
to  purchase,  his  buying  power  being  seriously  diminished  from 
the  loss  of  the  market  to  him  in  the  presence  of  foreign  imported 
grain.  French  cottons  came  in  to  a  value  of  26,379/.,  an  increase 
of  value  of  7,769/.;  while  Germany  imported  in  1895  11,379/. 
worth  of  cottons  more  than  in  1894.  This  increase  in  foreign 
cottons  is  caused  by  French  and  German  manufacturers  daily 
making  fancy  goods  of  low  values,  which  induces  buyers  to 
enquire  after  them.  English  goods  are  solid  in  make,  and  higher 
in  price  than  the  foreign  made. 

Candles  show  a  total  imported  value  of  11,706/.,  and  continue  Candle*. 
to  be  brought  almost  entirely  from  England. 

French  imports  of  raw  silk  have  suffered  a  serious  decrease,  Raw  fluk. 
having  dropped  in  value  from  45,670/.  in  1894,  to  12,780/.  in 
1895.  The  probable  cause  of  this  decrease  is  that  the  French 
boats  are  taking  this  cargo  to  Laraiche,  whence  it  can  be  more 
rapidly,  and  at  a  cheaper  rate,  sent  on  to  the  large  towns  of  Fez 
and  Mequinez. 

Great  Britain  is  the  only  other  importing  country,  and    is 
credited  with  a  value  of  560/.  in  1895. 

British  imports  of  cloth  show  a  still  further  decline  in  1895,  Cloth. 
having  dropped  from  a  value  of  3,080/.  in  1894  to  2,520/.  in 
1895.  French  imported  cloth  came  in  to  the  value  of  660/.,  a 
decrease  of  290/.  Germany  sent  6,680/.  value  of  cloth  to  Tangier, 
or  an  increase  of  5,310/.  The  reason  for  the  success  of  foreign 
made  cloths  to  those  of  British  make  in  this  country  is  that  the 
native  is  attracted  by  a  good  finish,  and  does  not  enquire  into 
<2248) 
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the  quality  supplied  him ;  and  furthermore,  the  price  of  British 
made  cloth  is  higher  and  loses  the  market.  British  manufacturers 
should  endeavour  to  produce  attractive  looking  cloths,  with  a  good 
finish,  at  from  about  3  francs  to  15  francs  per  yard.  (See  also 
Annex  to  this  Eeport,  page  32.) 

Tea.  Tea  continues  to  come  principally  fron  Great  Britain,  and 

shows  a  total  value  of  22,110/.,  against  17,775/.  in  1894,  or  an 
increase  of  4,335/.  This  increase  is  due  to  competition,  and  to 
competitors  offering  at  low  prices,  thereby  increasing  stocks 
without  demand ;  and  prices  being  lower,  merchants  were  induced 
to  speculate. 

Flour.  French  flour  still  maintains  its  high  place  in  the  imports  of 

France  and  shows  a  total  value  of  17,290/.  in  1895,  a  decrease 
of  2,524&  English  flour  shows  a  total  for  the  year  of  2,319/.,  or 
a  slight  decrease.  French  flour  is  gradually  ousting  native  ground 
flour  owing  to  its  being  able  to  undersell  the  latter  and  being  of  a 
better  quality. 

Sugar.  French  sugars  show  a  total  of  16,587£  value  in    1895,  an 

increase  of  3,595/.,  whilst  British  imported  sugars  show  a  total 
value  of  9,568/.,  or  an  increase  of  4,749/.  for  the  year.  The 
increase  in  British  imports  of  sugar  is  due  to  merchants  at  Antwerp 
shipping  via  London  in  the  British  line  of  steamers  to  this 
country.  Germany  imported  sugar  to  a  value  of  4,411/.  This 
was  largely  composed  of  crushed  sugars  from  Hamburg,  and  also 
from  Trieste.  The  price  of  sugar  was,  for  loaves,  about 
37  francs  50  c.  per  cwt. ;  for  crushed,  about  25  francs  50  c.  per 
cwt. 

Exports. 

The  total  exports  to  all  countries  in  the  year  shows  a  total 
value  (excluding  specie)  of  213,415/.,  against  a  total  of  310,000/. 
in  1894.  The  decrease  was  undoubtedly  due  to  the  closing  of 
some  important  markets  during  the  quarantine  period,  and  to 
poorness  of  crops  here  with  low  prices  ruling  abroad. 

Including  specie,  we  find  last  year's  total  export  trade  shows 
470,812/.,  against  421,795/.  in  1894,  an  increase  due  entirely  to 
the  receipt  by  the  Spanish  Government  of  large  payments  on 
account  of  the  Melilla  indemnity. 

Again,  excluding  specie,  we"  find  Great  Britain  and  Gibraltar 
exported  goods  to  the  value  of  72,394/.  in  1895,  against  142,508/. 
in  1894  France  took,  in  1895,  goods  to  value  of  61,261/.,  against 
39,631/.  in  1894,  an  increase  due  probably  to  the  non-existence 
of  quarantine  regulations  in  France  and  Algeria  against  Tangier, 
and  that  exports  found  thereby  an  outlet.  Spanish  imports' 
amounted  to  71,222/.,  against  113,090/.  in  1894,  a  decrease 
doubtless  due  to  the  rigorous  sanitary  precautions  enforced  in 
Spanish  ports  against  Morocco. 

The  following  table  shows  how  last  year's  exports  were  divided 
amongst  the  principal  exporting  countries  (excluding  specie) : — 
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Country.  Percentage. 


Groat  Britain  and  Gibraltar        . .          . .  34 

France  and  Algeria          . .          . .         . .  29 

Germany     .. 

Spain           33 

Other  countries      ..          ..          ..         ..  4 


The  exports  of  cuttle  to  Great  Britain  and  Gibraltar  show  Cattle. 
a  decrease  of  about  43,000/.  value,  doubtless  due  to  the  closing 
of  traffic  from   Tangier   with   the  latter  place   in   the   autumn. 
France  took  oxen  to  about   17,000/.  more  value  than  in  1894, 
while  Spain  took  cattle  to  a  value  of  some  44,000/.  less  than  in 
1894.     From  the  beginning  of  the  year  up  till  August  cattle  were 
exported  in  good  quantities  for  the  South  of  Spain,  Barcelona, 
and  France.     A  new  trade  sprang  up  last  year  in  the  export 
of  cattle  to  Malta.    The  competition  of  the  Tunis  market,  however,  Trade  with 
put  off  the  market  here  almost  entirely  and  prices  fell.     Enquiries  Malta- 
have,  nevertheless,  recently  been  made  from  Malta  merchants  * 

respecting  this  business.     Small  shipments  of  cattle  are  now  and 
again  made  from  Tangier  to  Alexandria. 

The  other  articles  of  export  are  chiefly  dates,  beeswax,  slippers,  Other  articles 
goatskins,  fowls,  and  eggs.     Goatskins  go  almost  exclusively  toofexP°rt- 
England  and  France  ana  some  few  to  Italy.     Gibraltar  and  Spain 
are  the  principal  customers  in  eggs  and  fowls. 

From  October  to  April  Barbary  eggs  are  shipped  to  England.  Eggs. 
They  are  not  used  for  eating,  being  too  small,  but  are  applied  in 
the  preparation  of  sweets  principally,  and  also  in  preparing 
leather.  The  principal  reason  of  their  export  is  on  account  of 
their  cheapness.  A  few  shipments  were  made  last  year  to 
Germany. 

The  imports  of  specie  during  the  year  have  been  very  small.  Specie : 
This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  last  year  no  foreign  made  money  came  import  of. 
in  on  account  of  the  Moorish  Government  as  in  1894,  and  to  the 
fact  that  specie  comes  in  in  relation  to  the  crops.  As  the  imports 
were  less,  less  money  was  required,  and  consequently  the  import 
of  specie  decreased.  Again,  owing  to  the  banking  facilities  at 
Tangier  buyers  prefer  to  draw  bills  instead  of  importing  money 
for  remitting  abroad. 

The  exports  of  specie  have  been  exceedingly  heavy.  Spain  Export  of. 
took  118,245/.,  principally  on  account  of  the  indemnity  due  from 
the  Sultan's  Government.  Great  Britain  and  Gibraltar  took 
61,052/.  and  France  78,100/.  These  exports  of  specie  were  made 
for  payments  on  account  of  imports,  money  having  now  to  be  sent 
and  not  produce  which  is  short.  A  great  deal  of  money  continues 
therefore  to  leave  the  country  and  never  come  back,  which  makes 
the  country  poorer  every  day. 

The  following  table  gives  the  imports  and  exports  of  specie  for 
the  year : — 
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■ 

Value 

Country. 

i 
Import*.       | 

Export*. 

Great  Britain 

France 

Spain 

*     : 

560        ! 
16,700 

£ 

61,052 

78.100 

118.245 

Total 

17,260 

257,897 

Exchange.  The    current  money    in    Tangier    being  Spanish  silver,  the 

exchange  fluctuates  here  exactly  as  in  Madrid,  and  is  generally  in 
Tangier  1  per  cent,  above  the  Madrid  exchange. 

The    rates  of    exchange    for   bills  on   London   which    ruled 
during  the  year  1895  are  shown  below,  viz.  :— • 

1895. 


Month. 


January  .. 
February. . 
March     .. 
April 
May 
June 
July 

August  . . 
September 
October  .. 
November 
December 


Bate 

of  Exchange. 

From— 

To- 

Per cent. 

per  cent. 

12 

IS 

11* 

12 

8 

0 

15 

16 

13 

15 

16 

19 

17 

18i 

17 

1            19 

17* 

1            19 

17 

18 

18 

20 

19 

21* 

Shipping. 

The  total  tounagg  entered  last  year  at  the  port  amounted  to 
271.556  tons  against  a  total  of  357,412  in  the  previous  year. 

The  total  entries  were  744  against  1,015  in  1894.  The  almost 
total  stoppage  of  the  regular  steamer  lines  calling  at  the  port 
brought  about  by  quarantine  regulations  of  the  autumn  accounts 
for  this  large  decrease,  all  vessels  desirous  of  touching  at  Gibraltar 
or  Malta  or  a  Spanish  port  being  forced  to  avoid  Tangier.  The 
shipping  was  divided  last  year  amongst  principal  foreign  countries 
in  proportion  given  in  table  below. 
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<««,.« «-,~  i     Percentage  of 

Countr7*  Tonnage. 


Great  Britain         ;  21 

France         ..         ..         ..          ..         ..  18 

Germany     ..           19 

Spain 88 

Other  countries      . .          . .         .  •         . .  4 


British  shipping  shows  a  decrease  ot  32  entries  of  steamers  and  British 
0  sailing  vessels.  The  total  British  tonnage  entered  in  the  year  shlPPin8« 
was  57,615,  or  an  increase  of  12,690  over  1894.  As  far  as  British 
shipping  is  concerned  this  port  is  regularly  served  by  the  small 
steam  vessels  of  Messrs.  Bland  and  Co.,  Gibraltar  (and  I  would 
mention  that  a  new  British  built  paddle  steamer  has  been  recently 
placed  on  this  line) ;  the  Mersey  Company's  steamers  of  Messrs. 
Forwood  Brothers  and  Co.  calling  at  Gibraltar  and  Moorish  ports 
called  25  times  in  the  year  on  outward  and  homeward  voyages. 

The  Papayauni  line  from  Liverpool  for  the  Mediterranean 
call  about  once  a  month  on  the  outward  voyage.  Besides 
these  vessels  last  year  there  called  here  three  British  steamers, 
which  loaded  cattle  for  Marseilles,  three  took  Morocco  Hadjes, 
two  called  on  circular  pleasure  tours,  and  there  were  several 
miscellaneous  entries. 

French  shipping  shows  87  entries  and  49,159  tonnage,  against  French. 
82  entries  and  53,008  tonnage  in  1894.  The  j>ort  is  regularly 
served  by  the  Paquet  Company  trading  from  Marseilles  to  Gibraltar, 
Morocco  ports,  and  Canaries,  calling  both  ways  about  twice  a 
month.  The  steamers  of  the  Compagnie  de  Navigation  Mixte 
which  ply  between  Marseilles,  Algerian  ports,  Gibraltar,  and 
Tangier  call  fortnightly.  French  shipping  in  1895  also  included 
three  steamers  loading  cattle  for  Marseilles,  four  with  harvesters, 
one  with  Hadjes  from  Mecca. 

German  shipping  shows  58  entries  and  53,056  tonnage,  an  German, 
increase  of  one  entry  and  2,709  tons;  two  German  lines  call 
regularly  at  Tangier.  The  vessels  of  the  Sloman  line  from  Ham- 
burg were  entered  25  times  in  1895,  and  principally  took  oxen  to 
Barcelona  and  Marseilles.  The  Woerman  line  from  Hamburg  vi& 
Morocco  ports,  and  Canaries,  and  West  Coast  of  Africa  calls  once 
a  month  on  outward  and  homeward  journeys,  several  other  German 
vessels  entered  also  with  pilgrims,  &c. 

Spain  supplied  38  per  cent,  of  last  year's  shipping  at  Tangier,  SpooM?. 
there  were  242  steamers  and  187  sailer  entries  making  a  total 
tonnage  of  104,651,  or  a  decrease  of  95,005 ;  this  fall  is  due  to  the 
infrequent  arrivals  of  the  mail  steamers  from  Cadiz  during  the 
cholera  epidemic  and  the  total  absence  of  the  usual  monthly 
Transatlantic  boats,  and  of  all  sailing  vessels  during  that  period, 
as  well  as  of  steamers  of  the  Sons  of  T.  Haynes,  of  Cadiz  and 
Gibraltar,  which  fly  the  Spanish  flag ;  two  other  Spanish  steamers 
loaded  cattle  at  Tangier  in  1895. 
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Shipping  of  Dutch  shipping  shows  four-  steamers,  two  in  ballast  and  two 

other  nation*,  with  pilgrims.    One  Norwegian  steamer  called  with  passengers, 

and  a  Swedish  sailing  ship  brought  timber.     Two  Italian  sailing 

vessels  brought  timber  and  other  building  materials.     Portuguese 

shipping  shows  three  vessels  of  a  total  of  234  tons. 

Coasting  Trade. 

This  trade  is  entirely  worked  by  the  English  line  of  Forwood 
Bros.,  the  French  line  of  Paquct  et  Cie.,  the  Sloman  line  from 
Hamburg,  and  the  steamers  of  Messrs.  Haynes  Bros.,  under  the 
Spanish  flag.  The  large  steamers  of  the  Woermann  line,  although 
greatly  swelling  the  total  of  German  tonnage  in  Moorish  ports, 
take  very  little  part  in  the  coasting  trade,  stopping  only  a  few 
hours  at  the  ports  of  Tangier,  Dar-al-Baida,  Mazagan,  and  Mogador. 
The  Spanish  Transatlantic  Company  from  Cadiz  also  send  a 
steamer  up  and  down  the  Moorish  coast  once  a  month. 

Postal  Service. 

Tangier  is  regularly  served  by  a  direct  mail  from  London  three 
times  a  week,  leaving  London  vift  Cadiz  every  Monday,  Wednesday, 
and  Friday,  reaching  Tangier  the  following  Friday,  Monday,  and 
Wednesday.  The  mail  from  Tangier  to  London  leaves  early  on 
Tuesdays,  Thursdays,  and  Saturdays,  reaching  London  the  following 
Saturday,  Monday,  and  Wednesday.  Facilities  also  exist  for 
corresponding  to  France  by  the  French  post  office,  and  frequent 
British  and  Foreign  courier  posts  are  despatched  each  week  to  the 
interior  and  to  the  Coast  ports. 

Port  and  other  Improvements. 

The  construction  of  a  wooden  jetty  on  account  of  the  Moorish 
Government  will  shortly  be  commenced  by  a  British  engineer  who 
has  been  chosen  by  the  Diplomatic  Body  at  Tangier.  This  struc- 
ture which  will  be  300  metres  in  length,  and  will  be  provided  with 
a  crane  and  a  line  of  rails  for  running  merchandise  into  the  custom 
house,  will  supersede  the  present  short  and  totally  inadequate 
stone  structure  which  now  serves  as  a  landing  stage  for  passengers. 
The  erection  of  the  new  jetty  will  very  greatly  facilitate  the  move- 
ment of  the  port  both  as  regards  passengers  and  merchandise,  and 
a  tariff  for  prices  for  using  the  jetty  has  been  drawn  up  for  shippers 
and  others  desirous  of  using  it.  The  small  passenger  and  cargo 
vessels  which  ply  between  Tangier  and  Gibraltar  will  be  ab}e  to 
come  alongside  the  jetty  to  embark  and  disembark  their  passengers 
and  other  freight. 

Other  important  improvements  are  now  being  carried  out  in 
the  drainage  system  of  the  town,  and  several. of  the  main  streets 
have  been  relaid  and  repaved.  An  abattoir  is  also  about  to  be 
constructed  on  modern  principles. 
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A  preliminary  survey  is  now  being  undertaken  with  a  view  of 
providing  an  adequate  supply  of  good  drinking  water  to  the  town. 


Public  Health. 

During  the  year  the  public  health  remained  excellent,  except 
for  the  mild  epidemic  of  cholera  which  prevailed  in  the  autumn, 
Since  the  quarantine  was  raised  in  December  last,  no  further  cases 
have  occurred  and  the  health  of  the  population  maintains  its  usual 
high  standard. 

Return  of  Imports  at  the  Port  of  Tangier  in  the  Year  1895. 


Value. 


Article*. 

From 

Great 

Britain 

and 

From 
France 

From 

From 

From 

From 

From 

and 

Germany. 

Spain. 

Holland.  Sweden. 

Portugal. 

Gibraltar. 

Algeria. 

I 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Bags,  empty ...       ^ 

360 

4a 

... 

... 

Bricks  and  tiles 

82 

10,680 

144 

6,670 

«M 

... 

•1* 

Candles 

11,766 

280 

4 

16 

... 

... 

Caps,  red - 

... 

1,980 

970 

... 

«M 

Cement        

68 

486 

134 

""  7 

•M 

Chemicals  and  drugs 

1,297 

2,638 

112 

67 

•M 

Coal    ...       ...       ... 

212 

«. 

... 

162 

... 

Cloth  ...       ...       

2,620 

660 

6,680 

... 

... 

.l. 

Coffee 

2,230 

483 

694 

11 

... 

Copper  and  brass    ... 

884 

112 

88 

10 

60 

... 

Cotton  manufactured  goods 

84,028 

28,379 

19,699 

690 

210 

... 

Cotton,  raw 

2,180 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

...   ' 

Crockery,  china,  Ac. 

698 

826 

366 

45 

80 

... 

95 

Deal  planks  and  timber    ... 

110 

1,89ft 

... 

... 

5,627 

Draft,  campeacby,  Ac 
Firearms,  gunpowder,  Ac 

218 
260 

808 
60 

383 

76 

... 

- 

... 

- 

Floor 

2,319 

17,290 

10 

•  M 

... 

*M 

\". 

Furniture     

1,061 

824 

97 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Glassware     

305 

1,944 

1,694 

... 

38 

»•» 

Groceries  and  prorisions  ... 

4,419 

2,776 

1,049 

266 

66 

2 

Gums,  bensoine,  Ac. 

798 

8 

... 

M* 

... 

... 

Gypsum        

... 

480 

... 

... 

Hardware,  nails,  wire,  Ac. 

1,628 

1,209 

1,012 

•  M 

... 

Hides,  fresh  and  raw 

90 

41 

1 

... 

... 

Incense  and  perfumery    ... 

647 

343 

79 

,„ 

... 

Iron,  ironware  and  rafters 

144 

40 

202 

2 

... 

... 

... 

Linen,  manufactured 

120 

... 

..." 

... 

Matches        ...       ...       ... 

86 

1,619 

, 

Oils,  colza.  Unseed,  Ac.    ... 

4,783 

661 

207 

16 

... 

... 

*" 

Oil,  petroleum        

1,801 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Faints 

1,007 

49 

77 

«M 

... 

Silk,  raw       

660 

12,780 

"'. 

Silk,  manufactured 

660 

640 

,  # 

400 

Spices 

1,884 

610 

2 

4 

... 

Stationery,  paper,  Ac 

635 

1,147 

207 

70 

141 

Sugar,  brown         

6,344 

226 

... 

... 

... 

„       crushed       

4,167 

l',079 

421 

... 

... 

loaf 

67 

16,608 

3,766 

•M 

... 

'". 

Tea 

22,1'C 

378 

460 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Tobacco,  Ac 

7,868 

1,067 

4,214 

... 

36 

Wines,  spirits,  ales,  Ac.   „. 

1,674 

2,228 

1,664 

1,678 

366 

1 

Sundries       

9,282 

4,677 

3,666 

963 

2*7 

...      |        135 

Total      

179,271 

113,776 

47,444 

9,247 

1,261 

5,630 

160 

Specie    

660 

... 

16,700 

... 

... 

Grand  total     ... 

179,831 

113,776 

47,444 

16,947 

1,261 

6,630 

160 
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Rbtdrn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Tangier  during  the 

Years  1895-94. 


Article*. 

1896. 

1994. 

Bale*       -. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity* 

Value. 

Bags,  empty 

Brick*  and  tile*    

89 

'~ 

124 

1.M6 

Thousands 

2,837 

16,426 

... 

4*664 

Candles      

Cwte. 

6,956 

12,066 

6,667 

6,774 

Capered 

Dozens    ... 

1,666 

1,660 

1,660 

1,U0 

Cement      

Cwts. 

8,426 

664 

4,494 

969 

Chemicals  and  drags      

Packages... 

1,666 

4,004 

1,620 

6,694 

Cloth M 

Bales  and 

cases 

228 

664 

77 

6,770 

Goal* 

Tons        „. 

91 

9,860 

690 

964 

Coffee 

Cwts, 

666 

6,818 

960 

4,168 

Copper  and  bran 

„ 

606 

1,164 

270 

1,172 

Cotton  manufactured  good*     ... 

Bale*  and 

cases 

1,876 

160,906 

2,766 

198,696 

Cotton,  raw...       

Cwts. 

144 

2,160 

664 

1,666 

CroekeiTt  china,  Ac.      ...       «. 

Packages  .M 

402 

1,928 

200 

1,472 

Deal  plank*  and  timber 

Number  ... 

7,666 

... 

1,181 

Dy  es,  cochineal,  Ac 

Flrearin* M 

Cwts, 
Packages... 

"'$0 

1,189 
976 

460 
671 

1,669 
6,019 

Floor... 

Cwts.       „. 

47,088 

19,619 

62,811 

22,069 

Furniture 

Packages... 

648 

1,972 

611 

2,460 

Glassware 

„       ... 

760 

6,979 

627 

2^41 

Groceries  and  provision* 

Cwts. 

9,969 

8,667 

7,718 

12,969 

Gums,  benzoins    ...       

,,           ... 

148 

806 

476 

1*496 

Gypsum      

4,821 

460 

6,740 

674 

Hardware   ... 

Packages... 

... 

6,849 

2,660 

11,041 

Hides,  dry  and  fresh      ... 

Cwte.       ... 

70 

72 

116 

290 

Incense  and  perfumery 

Iron,  iron  rafters,  Ac     

Packages.. 
Cwte. 

168 
1,166 

966 

688 

98 
6,926 

647 
1,667 

linen,  manufactured     

Case* 

1 

120 

7 

826 

Matches      ...       ...       

„         ... 

666 

1,680 

... 

...                    M.                    .M                    ... 

Gross 

... 

... 

22,860 

£286 

Oil,  cottAn-eeed,  coUa,  olire,  Ac. 

... 

1,400 

6^67 

... 

1.614 

Oil.  petroleum      

Cases 

6,000 

1,801 

6,620 

t.066 

Paints         

Cwts.       ... 

666 

1,166 

666 

772 

Si.k,  manufactured        

Cases 

698 

18.640 

1,166 

2,640 

Silk,  raw     

Cwts. 

20 

1,600 

1,144 

46,760 

Spices         

„ 

618 

2,200 

966 

1.647 

Stationery,  paper,  Ac 

Packages... 

1,669 

xioo 

1,006 

2,668 

Sugar,  brown  and  crushed 

Cwts.       ... 

6,874 

11.266 

8,726 

4,617 

Sugar,  loaf 

.,          ... 

16.626 

19,660 

16,700 

17,666 

Tea 

Chests     ... 

4,687 

22,966 

4,169 

18,626 

Tobacco      .m       ...       ...       ... 

Cwts. 

1,686 

18.166 

6,722 

7,698 

Wines,  aloe,  spirit*,  Ac 

Sundries     

7,611 

... 

10,011 

::: 

::: 

18,290 

... 

16,826 

Total       ...       ... 

666.689 

... 

428,810 

Specie     ... 

•- 

... 

17,260 

... 

97,090 

Grand  total 

... 

876,949 

... 

M6,400 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  -Tangier  during  the 

Years  1895-94 


Articles. 


Birdseed 


Carpets       

Crockery    

Dates 
Dyes 

Ef««  

Fowls  

Goatoklns 

Goittt'-hair ... 

Hides  

Leather  (nlaly)     .,. 
Moorish  cariosities 
Oxen... 

SHppers      j. 

WooUe*  goods 
Sundries     ... 


Ctrts.       ... 

Bales 

Cwts."     .„ 

Thousands 
Dozens  ... 
Cwu. 


>  Packages.. 
I  Head 
Bales 


1806. 


Quantity. 


Total 
Specie      ... 

Grand  total 


8,692 

1,140 

128 

2J08 

17*,718 

6,884 

4,366 

488 

1,604 

218 

17,460 

872 

448 


Value. 


£ 
1,787 
7.980 
1,818 

6,488 

31,893 
2,952 

12,202 

611 

2,418 

1**316 

96,030 
33,666 
8,900 
6,448 


213,416 
267,397 


470,812 


1894. 


Quantity. 


8,100 

1,986 

115 

4J94 

18,233 

8,448 

8,498 

146 

1,603 

*2ie 

30,436 

1,593 

224 


Van*. 


3,660 
13,902 
1,725 

11,606 

82,819 

4,224 

9,795 

368 

2,404 

1,604 

167,898 

48,916 

4,915 

6,977 


310,010 
111,785 


421,795 


Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from  and 
Imported  to  Tangier  from  and  to  Foreign  Countries  during 
the  Years  1895-94. 


Country.  ! 


Exports. 


1895. 


1894. 


Great  Britain  and 

braltar 
France  and  Algeria 
Spain     .. 
Germany 
Italy      .. 
Belgium 
Holland.  • 
Sweden 
Portugal 
Tunis    .. 
Tripoli  .. 
Dakar    .. 


Gi 


Total 


183,446 

139,361 

189,467 

1,777 

1,622 


506 

466 

4,167 

470,812 


184,006 

64,631 

158,375 

2,339 

4,924 

15 


3,607 
344 
232 

3,320 

421,795 


Imports. 


1895. 


179,831 

113,776 

25,947 

47,444 

1,261 


5,530 
160 


373,949 


1894. 


287,124 

172,048 

27,659 

32,723 


5,117 
480 
249 


525,400 
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Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Tangier  during  the 
w  Year  1895. 


I 

1 

Sailing. 

i 

Steam. 

Total. 

NatlonaHtj'.        | 

i 

1 

i 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

! 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels.     | 

Tons. 

British       1 

... 

205 

57,615 

206 

57,610 

French       i 

... 

... 

, 

87 

49,169 

87        i 

49,159 

German      

... 

* 

58 

53.056 

58        1 

58.056 

Spanish      ...       ... 

140 

8,296 

i 

242 

101,556 

882 

104.651 

Netherlands 

... 

5 

4,651 

• 

4,651 

Swellsh      ; 

1 

834 

i 

2        j 

1,746 

Norwegian 

1 

1,412 

... 

... 

Portuguese...       ... 

2 

189 

1 

45 

8 

234 

Italian       < 

2 

444 

i 

— 

2        i 

444 

Total       

146 

5,674 

i 

596 

265,882 

744       | 

271,556 

.,   for  the  year  ' 

preceding      ...! 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1,016        | 

857,452 

Fkz. 
Vice-Consul  MacLeod  reports  as  follows  :— 

Preliminary  Remarks. 

The  trade  and  agriculture  of  this  locality  during  the  past  year, 
while  still  leaving  much  to  be  desired,  have  not  proved  so  unsatis- 
factory as  it  was  anticipated.  "  It  might  have  been  much  worse  * 
is  the  general  opinion  offered  by  merchants  on  the  year's  import 
and  export  trade. 

Foodstuffs  of  all  kinds  were  plentiful  and  cheap,  so,  while  not 
a  year  of  large  profits  for  traders  it  has  proved  one  of  comparative 
case  and  plenty  to  the  poorer  classes.  As  observed  in  previous 
reports,  no  official  statistics  of  local  trade  are  obtainable  from  the 
Moorish  Government,  so  one  can  only  review  the  commercial  year 
in  a  general  way  by  personal  observation. 

Imports. 

The  sales  of  European  goods  of  all  kinds  still  remain  small. 

The  difficulties  of  obtaining  payment  of  debts  in  1893-94 
seem  to  have  disinclined  foreign  houses  to  push  for  orders,  and 
the  number  of  commercial  travellers  visiting  the  district  was  even 
fewer  than  in  1894,  and  no  foreign  purchases  of  a  notable  kind 
were  made  by  the  Moorish  Government. 

Exports. 

The  amounts  of  these  are  shown  in  the  reports  from  Tangier 
and  Laraiche,  through  which  ports  all  Fez  exports  usually  find 
their  exit. 
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Unusual  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  regard  to  the  past 
season's  date  trade. 

The  date  crop  of  Tafilelt  was  fairly  plentiful,  but  owing  to  the 
disturbed  state  of  the  Ait  Yusi  and  Ait  Izdiz  districts  it  was 
impossible  for  caravans  to  follow  the  direct  route  with  their 
produce  for  Fez.  The  caravans,  therefore,  came  by  a  circuitous 
route  through  the  wild  districts  of  Beni  Mguild,  and  in  every 
instance  had  to  pay  heavy  amounts  to  each  tribe  for  "  ztata,"  or 
safe  conduct  money. 

The  caravans,  consequently,  arrived  about  a  month  later  than 
usual.  Dealers  here,  however,  as  a  rule,  feared  that  the  presence 
of  cholera  in  the  provinces  between  Fez  and  the  coast  would  cause 
the  import  of  dates  at  London  sent  through  them  to  be  prohibited 
The  export  sorts,  therefore,  fetched  poor  prices  here,  and  were 
bought  only  by  a  small  number  of  speculators. 

Latterly  information  from  London  dissipated  that  fear,  and  the 
remaining  arrivals  were  quickly  bought  up,  but,  without  exception, 
too  late  for  export  in  time  to  reach  London  for  Christmas,  when 
prices  are  highest. 

Agriculture. 

The  crops  of  cereals  were  of  good  quality,  and  up  to  the 
average  in  abundance.  The  vine  and  olive  crops  were  happily 
unusually  heavy,  particularly  the  latter. 

Neither  locusts  nor  a  cattle  disease  of  any  kind  appeared 
during  the  year,  so  upon  the  whole,  though  prices  were  low,  agri- 
culturists had  little  to  complain  of. 

At  time  of  writing  (February,  1895),  the  prospects,  however, 
do  not  seem  satisfactory.  Little  rain  has  fallen  during  the  months 
of  December  and  January,  and  locusts  have  appeared,  though  not 
in  force,  in  some  of  the  best  agricultural  districts  between  here 
and  the  coast. 

General  Retrospect. 

The  year  1895,  while  hardly  so  eventful  as  1894,  has  not  been 
uninteresting. 

The  Mission  of  Sir  Ernest  Satow  left  Fez  in  April,  after  a  stay 
of  nearly  6  months.  In  May  a  French  Mission  to  the  Sultan 
under  His  Excellency  M.  de  Monbel  arrived  and  remained  till 
July. 

In  September  the  Sultan,  accompanied  as  usual  by  the  Court 
and  Army,  left  for  Mequinez,  Kabat,  and  Morocco  City. 

The  surrounding  provinces  have,  with  the  exception  of  Ait 
Yusi  and  Ait  Izdiz,  during  the  past  year  been  fairly  orderly,  and 
scarcely  any  highway  robberies  have  been  reported,  nor  has  any 
case  of  mail  courier  robbery  occurred  in  this  vicinity. 

Debts  Recovery. 

The  difficulties  mentioned  in  previous  reports  of  obtaining 
payment  from  Moorish  debtors  while  still  very  great  appear  to  be 
lessening  somewhat 

(2248)  B 
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In  one  bankruptcy  and  one  suspeiision  of  payment  case  the 
Moorish  authorities  were  induced  to  enforce  the  sales  of  real 
estate  for  the  benefit  of  European  creditors,  and  it  is  now  hoped 
that  the  good  precedents  laid  down  will  be  maintained. 

Nevertheless,  firms  trading  with  this  district  would  do  well  to 
see,  before  giving  large  credits  on  the  supposed  values  of  the 
properties  of  their  clients,  that  they  hold  legal  power  over  them 
to  begin  with,  as  in  the  case  of  a  fraudulent  debtor,  when  the 
suspension  occurs,  it  may  be  found  that  the  properties  have  been 
transferred  to  his  friends. 

The  cholera  epidemic,  which  began  at  Tangier  in  August,  spread 
slowly  inland.  The  first  cases  at  Fez  were  observed  about  Novem- 
ber 20,  and  by  January  20  it  had,  practically,  disappeared. 

The  epidemic,  happily,  proved  much  lighter  both  in  type  and 
volume  than  was  expected. 

TfiTUAX. 

Vice-Consul  Bewicke  reports  as  follows : — 

The  trade  has  suffered  throughout  the  year  on  account  of  the 
continued  high  rate  of  exchange,  but  suffered  more  especially 
from  the  quarantine  during  the  last  3  months  of  the  year>  which 
very  materially  limited  the  import  business,  and  practically  put  a 
stop  to  the  export  business  altogether,  as  apart  from  the  170  tons 
of  bones  exported  to  Great  Britain,  only  3  ryessels  of  56  tons  in 
all  loaded  during  that  time. 

Import  Trade. 

Cloth.  In  the  import  trade  cloth  and  silk  show  a  large  increase,  this 

may  partly  be  accounted  for  by  the  decrease  in  smuggling,  but  in 
^l*«  the  case  of  silk  it  is  also  on  account  of  the  much  larger  proportion 

of  manufactured  silk  imported  this  year. 
Floor.  Flour  shows  a  large  decrease,  this  is  no  doubt  chiefly  due  to 

the  quarantine,  as  during  that  time  stocks  were  almost  exhausted. 
Iron.  The  decrease  in  the  value  of  iron  is  accounted  for  by  the  much 

larger  proportion  of  old  iron  imported. 
Wool.  Wool  has  been  imported  to  a  large  extent,  but  I  gather  that 

it  is  chiefly  from  the  coast,  imported  vi&  Gibraltar. 

Export  Trade. 

In  the  export  trade  the  only  articles  that  call  for  special  men- 
tion axe  cork  and  wax. 
Cork.  On  account  of  the  failure  of  supply  of  cork  from  the  country, 

this  business  has  practically  ceased  to  exist. 
Wax.  The  increase  in  the  quantity  of  wax  is  due  to  its  having  been 

shipped  from  here  instead  of  being  sent  to  Tangier  for  shipment 

The  figures  in  the  accompanying  tables  of  imports  and  exports 
are  only  approximate  from  want  of  reliable  returns. 

I  cannot  finish  my  report  without  calling  attention  to  the 
hardships  suffered  by  merchants  on  account  of  the  distance  of 
the  Government  stores  at  Marteen  from  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
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and  the  want  of  a  proper  road  between  the  town  and  the  seaport,  a 
distance  of  about  7  miles.  Many  of  the  goods  coming  in  large 
packages  have  to  be  unpacked  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  then 
carried  to  the  stores,  and  afterwards  brought  to  the  custom-house 
in  the  town,  they  at  all  times  suffer  considerably,  but  in  bad 
weather  great  damage  is  doAe  to  them  besides  the  delay  in 
receiving  delivery. 

Annex  A. — Retubn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Tetuan  during 

the  Year  1895. 


SaOlng. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Ton*. 

British       

French 

Spanish      ...       ... 

75        |         1,437 

"m      J       "eot 

*~1 
8 

Me 

718 

7? 
Go- 

1,437 

146 

1,317 

Total       

„  lor  the  year 
preceding 

ISO        |         2,041 

1          "* 

4 
... 

869               134 

1 

176 

2,900 
4,160 

Clsabid. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total 

nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British       

French       

Spanish      

76 
"64 

1,482 
*593 

~'l 

8 

146 
713 

76 

1,432 

146 

1,306 

Total      ...       ~. 

„  for  the  year 

preceding  ... 

129                2,026 

1 

.....  r,  ,, 

4 

869 

133        1         2,884 
178        |        4,178 

Annex  B. — Keturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Tetuan 
during  the  Years  1895-94. 


Articles. 

1896. 

1894. 

Quantity.     • 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Almonds        

Cwts. 

4 

8 

40 

120 

Baskets,  empty        

Pieces     .« 

i 

6 

1,700 

21 

Bones  .-       

Tons 

170       ! 

340 

... 

Cert     

Cwts. 

180 

1,815 

2,095 

Ksjge 

Thousands 

1,288 

1,724 

975 

1,463 

Kowls 

Dozens    ... 

... 

... 

GO 

30 

Fresh  fruits    _        

... 

... 

84 

240 

Goat-skins  and  hair 

Cwts. 

... 

... 

219 

162 

Unseed 

1,094 

520 

1,650 

825 

Onions ...        

210 

42 

400 

80 

Orange* 

Thonsands 

1,928 

1,156 

4,060 

2,030 

BaMnt,  . 

Cwts. 

402 

175 

200 

120 

SUppers         

Pairs 

1,400 

105 

2,000 

160 

Snuff 

Cwts. 

16 

160 

Vegetables     ... 

... 

44 

... 

50 

w£    

208 

1,248 

120 

600 

Sundries        

... 

•" 

293 

... 

400 

Total 

5,875 

... 

8,556 

(2248) 
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-Ebturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Tetuan 
during  the  Years  1895-94. 


Articles. 

1895. 

1894. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

4 

£ 

Brass  and  copper     ... 

Cwts. 

58 

159 

30 

120 

Candles         

477 

762 

666 

950 

Cloth 

Bales  and 

cases 

31 

1,140 

8 

386 

Coffee 

Ots.       ... 

182 

812 

136 

546 

Cotton,  manufactured 

Bales  and 

caset 

80S 

14,130 

299 

17,940 

Cotton,  raw  and  thread     ... 

*t       ••• 

86 

8,400 

106 

3,450 

Crockery  and  glassware    ... 

Packages... 

167 

471 

128 

816 

Drugs 

346 

... 

666 

Floor 

Bags 

7,887 

8,696 

18,888 

9,309 

Fruits 

... 

36 

... 

116 

Furniture 

... 

... 

453 

*M 

680 

Hardware      

Packages... 

1,185 

174 

1,392 

Iron     

Cwt». 

3,038 

626 

8,600 

720 

Oil,  oliT©        

Oil,  petroleum         

Barrels    ... 
Cases 

618 
4,114 

2,878 
954 

}       »,106 

2,097 

Bice     

Cwts. 

226 

197 

200 

100 

8altpetre        

Sell,  common 

Tons 

500 
183 

625 

188 

}  1,280  cwts! 

470 

Silk      „ 

Bales  and 

cases 

52 

4.325 

... 

1,224 

Spices  ... 

Packages... 

226 

339 

118 

156 

§«*•« ~       ~ 

Cwts.       ... 

4,132 

8,720 

4,350 

3,900 

Steel    ...       ...       

»          ••• 

216 

184 

108 

81 

Tea      ...       _ 

Chests     ... 

265 

797 

166 

660 

Wines,  spirits,  and  beer    ... 

•»• 

... 

166 

•  M 

320 

Wool 

Packages... 

839 

678 

... 

M* 

Sundries        

«•• 

1,837 

... 

3,032 

Total       

48,888 

48,678 

Specie « 

... 

... 

916 

«. 

... 

Grand  total    

... 

44,804 

.« 

... 

Annex  D. — Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Tetuan  from  and  to  Foreign  Countries 
during  the  Years  1895-94. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1896. 

1894. 

1896.       |        1894. 

Great  Britain  and  Gi- 
braltar 
Marseilles 
Oran 
Spain     ..         ..          ., 

£ 

4,932 

266 
688 

£ 

6,286 

1,480 

160 

1,690 

£         i           £ 

44,296      '       47,608 

61       |              16 
468       |         1,060 

Total     .. 

6,876 

8,666 

44,804 

48,678 
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MOROCCO. 


Lakaiche. 


Preliminary 
remarks. 


Vice-Consul  Forde  reports  as  follows : — 

Trade,  so  far  as  it  affects  this  district,  shows  but  a  slight 
improvement  on  that  of  1894,  although  imports  steadily  increase. 
Profits,  especially  in  articles  of  export,  have  been  very  meagre. 
The  serious  disturbances  in  the  southern  provinces  of  Morocco 
throughout  the  year  caused  a  certain  uneasiness  in  our  neighbour- 
hood ;  this,  together  with  short  crops  and  but  small  demand  in 
home  markets,  an  uncertainty  as  to  exchange  which  seems  to  have 
been  guided  by  the  course  of  events  in  Spain  and  Cuba,  and  the 
outbreak  of  cholera  at  the  end  of  August  followed  by  quarantine 
restrictions,  combined  to  bring  this  unsatisfactory  result. 


Increase  on 
1894. 

Great 

Britain's 

increase. 

France  and 

Belgium's 

decrease. 

Cotton  goods. 


Sallampores. 
Tea. 


Sugar. 


Sugar  from 
Belgium  and 
France. 

Breadstuffs. 
Oi). 

Cotton  oU. 
Olire  oil. 


Candles. 

Government 

stores. 

Hardware, 

matches,  and 

paper. 

Earthenware. 

Glassware. 


Imports. 

The  imports  of  this  year  exceed  those  of  1894  or  any  previous 
year  by  some  58,000/.,  this  increase  being  about  30  per  cent, 
larger  than  that  of  1894  on  1893.  Great  Britain  has  sent  61,000/. 
more  goods  than  last  year,  whereas  France  and  Belgium  contributed 
respectively  5,761/.  and  1,630/.  less.  There  were  746  more  bales 
of  cotton  goods  than  in  1894,  and  on  the  whole  I  believe  the 
quality  continues  to  be  superior  to  what  was  formerly  imported, 
both  in  texture  and  in  choice  of  colours,  the  blending  of  the  latter 
being  of  quieter  tone  and  in  better  taste.  The  298  bales  of  cottons 
from  France  were  blue  Sallampores.  Tea  imports  are  almost 
double  those  of  1894,  the  average  quality  being  also  slightly  better. 
Of  the  other  great  article  of  consumption,  sugar,  there  has  been  a 
falling-off  of  close  on  15,000  cwts.,  this  being  doubtless  due  to  the 
interior  markets  having  been  glutted  towards  the  end  of  1894  by 
the  large  purchases  made  by  speculators  when  prices  declined  in 
Europe.  Belgium  sends  almost  exactly  the  same  quantity  as  last 
year,  the  decrease  being  in  receipts  from  Franca 

The  large  wheat  crop  of  last  year  rendered  the  import,  to  any 
large  extent,  of  breadstuff's  unnecessary.  The  723  barrels  of  oil 
were  mostly  for  local  consumption  ;  about  30  per  cent,  was  cotton 
6il,  which  was  used  to  adulterate  the  other  70  per  cent,  of  olive- 
oil,  and  sold  for  culinary  use. 

Great  Britain  still  holds  the  monopoly  of  the  candle  trade  here. 
The  Government  stores  consisted  of  bugles  and  uniforms  for 
Moorish  troops.  No  effort  is  yet  made  by  English  manufacturers 
to  introduce  cheap  hardware,  matches,  or  paper,  or  to  recover  their 
former  command  of  the  earthenware  and  glassware  trade,  which 
latter  have  passed  to  Germany  and  France. 


Exports. 

The  accompanying  tables  will  show  how  insignificant  have  been 
our  exports  during  1895,  they  having  only  exceeded  those  of  1894 
by  a  trifle  over  3,100/.  *"  -  -     -  - 
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The  only  item  showing  any  particular  improvement  is  beans.    Beam. 

The  greater  part  of  this  year's  crop  of  birdseed  is  still  un-  Birdseed, 
shipped,  owing  to  dull  home  markets. 

A  not  unimportant  item  in  our  exports  would  be  millet  seed  MiUet. 
were  it  not  for  the  heavy  export  duty,  which  often  reaches  100  ^jJi^011 
per  cent.  This  arises  from  it  being  classed  in  the  customs  tariff 
as  a  cereal,  on  which  a  duty  of  a  half-dollar  per  fanega  (about  2 
bushels)  is  levied,  whereas  it  really  should  be  placed  on  the  same 
footing  as  seeds,  which  only  pay  a  quarter-dollar.  Birdseed,  for 
instance,  only  pays  latter  amount.  The  soil  in  this  neighbourhood 
is  well  adapted  for  the  cultivation  of  millet. 

The  decline  of  861cwts.  in  shipments  of  wool  is  not  a  conse-  Wool, 
quence  of  any  unusual  mortality  in  sheep,  but  is  owing  to 
Rabat  merchants  having  bought  largely  of  the  superior  Aboudia 
wool  of  our  district ;  the  mountain  tribes  also  made  large  pur- 
chases of  the  very  finest  quality  for  manufacture  of  native 
clothing. 

Shipping. 

The  chief  feature  of  the  year  has  been  the  establishment  of  a  New  German 
new  German  line  of  steamers  trading  regularly  between  Hamburg  JjJ^^ 
and  Antwerp  and  this  coast.  The  German  Atlas  line  has  withdrawn.  Atlas  line. 

In  the  last  4  months,  quarantine  restrictions  have  caused  con-  Effects  of 
siderable  confusion  and  loss  to  the  Spanish  steamers  plying  quarantine, 
between  Gibraltar  and  this  coast,  and  to  others  also.  The  former 
was  obliged  to  discontinue  its  branch  service  to  the  Canary 
Islands  in  connection  with  the  English  lines  trading  between 
Liverpool  and  the  Islands,  to  the  advantage  of  the  Mersey  Steam- 
ship Company's  steamers. 

Efforts  have  been  made  to  induce  the  Moorish   Government  Steam  tug  for 
to  supply  Laraiche  with  a  steam-tug,  but  so  far  without  result,  Laraiche. 
notwithstanding  that  one  is  more  required  here  than  at  any  other 
port  in  Morocco,  and  the  want  of  one  is  being  continually  felt. 

The  insignificant  quantity  of  grain  exported  accounts  for  the  Sailing 
small  sailing  tonnage.  tonnage. 

General  Remarks. 

The  Philippine  and  other  depreciated  Spanish  silver  coins  have  Spanish  coin, 
not  caused  this  year   any   particular  inconvenience,  as  in   the 
southern  ports ;  in  fact,  they  seem  to  have  disappeared  from  our 
district. 

The  great  difficulty — I  might  say  impossibility — of  collecting  CoUeetion 
outstanding  debts  in  the  interior  since  the  late  Sultan's  death,  of  debts, 
when  debtors  think  proper  to  resist,  has  caused  serious  losses  to 
traders,  several  of  whom  have  thus  been  unable  to  meet  their 
engagements;    but  even  this  has  not  been  an  unqualified  evil, 
seeing  that  of  late,  although  business  in  the  country  has  been 
more  curtailed,  the  natives  have  been  taught  to  accustom  themselves  0asn    . 
more  to  ready-money  transactions.     It  has,  also,  during  the  last trania0tl0n8- 
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Usury.  18  months  put  a  severe  check  on  the  wholesale  usury,  which  was 

simply  ruining  the  natives.  The  persons  eugaged  in  this  trade, 
and  those  who  supplied  them  with  the  means  of  conducting  it, 
have  been  very  heavy  losers. 

Want  of  The  want  of  proper  roads,  bridges,  &c,  are  particularly  felt 

roads,  bridge*,  here>  where  such  a  large  transport  business  is  carried  on. 

Exchange.  The  rates  of  exchange  during  the  year  have  been,  as  a  rule,  the 

same  as  in  Tangiers. 


Locusts. 


Heavy  duty 
on  beans. 


Mortality 
among  cattle 
and  lambs. 


Agriculture. 

Locusts  did  considerable  damage  to  the  crops  in  the  country 
lying  parallel  with  the  coast,  and  extending  about  10  miles 
inland ;  they  also  injured  the  horticultural  produce,  and  part  of 
the  orange  gardens  near  this  town.  The  excessive  rainfall  in  the 
first  4  months  of  the  year  also  spoiled  crops  in  the  weaker  soils. 

Owing  to  the  low  prices  in  Europe,  and  the  heavy  export  duty 
here,  farmers  in  the  more  distant  provinces  do  not  sow  so  much 
beans,  our  chief  article  of  export,  as  formerly. 

The  lateness  of  the  autumnal  rains,  and  consequent  scarcity  of 
pasture,  are  causing  a  somewhat  heavier  mortality  among  cattle 
and  lambs  than  usual,  and  unfortunately  the  natives  never 
attempt  to  prevent  this  by  laying  in  a  stock  of  hay  and  straw  in 
season. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


Tangier: 


27 


I 


jttzmminmmmnm 


if 


o 

00 


GO 

s 

•a 


I 

© 

^3 


t 

a 


£1 


•  :  :  i 


•5  :  ! 


uliii 


:::::!!    2 


It 


g    ,,,: 


!!!i!i!!i!!il!i!!!!l> 


:R8  ,S  :  :8  :8  :   :SS  :8  ,  :  ,3  -3  :§§ 


S-    K       8 


2         ?    S    8 


!§  :8  :  ?  : 


!> 


!  ! 


:*•:!!:::  i      :      i  :  i  i  ::::-:!:  : 


i    J  ,98  ,8  :  :2I2IS§5  :«8$8«8  ,  ,83 


...  .-    a-  •  g-  •  •„ 


IS 

1 


„88  ,8£Si§5  ,81 ,8  ,888  ,5  .SSJM. 


2    3 


etc*  :^»»  w    :»*»       :«©   :®<o       :©   :****»©   « 

J8fcl(<.Illll81<  Jthf 


i  :  i  :g  i  J  :  i  ::::::  5  : : 

jjjj.ll t„« 


3-2   :  s 


111  Illliili§!llii!i 


,  ,1 

*  *gf  " 

irfl 


Digitized  by  LiOOQ IC 


28 


M6B6CC0. 


Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Laraiche  during  the 
Years  1895-94. 


Article*. 


Bran  and  copper     

Candles         

Chemicals,  drug*,  Ac. 
Cotton,  manufactured 

,,      raw    M , 

Earthenware  and  f  bat ware 

Furniture       

Government  store* 

Hardware       

Incense,  perfumery,  Ac.    „ 
Iron,  steel,  and  nails 

Machinery     ~ ~ 

Matches         

Oil        

Paper  ...       .„       

Petroleum 

Provisions,  groceries,  Ac.  ... 

Sacks M 

Silk,  raw        

Spices  • „       ... 

Spirit*,  wine,  Ac '. 

Sugar  ...       „ 

Tea      „ 

Tin  and  tin  plates     

Woollen  cloth... 

Other  articles 

Total       


1896. 


1894. 


Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

« 

4 

Cwts. 

871 

1,881 

270 

1,067 

it 

7,276 

18,430 

6,632 

16,976 

746 

1,174 

469 

692 

Bales       Z 

1,744 

140,827 

998 

86,129 

Cwts. 

332 

976 

686 

2,648 

Packages... 

739 

3,406 

369 

1,718 

it       ••• 

63 

929 

42 

616 

ii 

35 

1,680 

„       ... 

661 

2,714 

690 

2,364 

Cwts. 

317 

1,843 

169 

968 

„          ... 

4,772 

2,978 

4,101 

2,611 

Packages... 

47 

800 

6 

180 

Gross 

7,720 

962 

10,920 

1,342 

Barrels    ... 

723 

4,620 

14 

86 

Beams     ... 

29,860 

3,603 

34,062 

2,221 

Cases 

2,600 

802 

400 

136 

Cwts. 

628 

709 

8,029 

6,046 

Bales 

98 

1,018 

62 

604 

Cwts. 

666 

81,488 

464 

22,272 

,«          ••• 

1,922 

3,901 

1,791 

3,922 

Gallons    ... 

16,620 

1,048 

20,022 

2,262 

Cwu. 

61,260 

70,162 

76  233 

98,664 

Chests     ... 

6,098 

19,707 

2,762 

9,609 

CwU. 

784 

840 

665 

791 

Yards      ... 

69,090 

16,116 
2,640 

32,740 

8,896 
3,078 

... 

„. 

334,268 

276,461 
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MOROCCO. 


Retubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Laraiche  daring  the 
Years  1895-94. 


:  Articles. 

1896. 

1994. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Beans M       .„ 

Birdseed         

Qhasru)  (saponaceous  earth) 
Goat  skins     „• 
Hides   ... 

Millet  ...       ...       

Oranges         

Peas 

Slippers 

Wool  in  grease        

Other  articles 

Quarters 
Cwu. 

Quarters 

MQIe 

Quarters 

Bales 

Cwts. 

•• 

8,747 

9,167 

1,267 

406 

900 

411 

700 

279 

102 

6,900 

£ 

9,274 

6,616 
764 

1,904 
480 
981 
420 
689 

1,020 

14,882 

761 

892 

4,*96 

1,209 

996 

241 

*660 
169 

7,061 

£ 

910 
9,489 

920 
1,978 

986 

990 
448 

17,646 
1,699 

Total       

~ 

98,964 

... 

99,199 

Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from  and 
Imported  to  Laraiche  to  and  from  Foreign  Countries  during 
the  Years  1895-94. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1895. 

1804. 

1896. 

1894. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Great  Bri  nin  .. 

10,093 

9,732 

196,860 

135,214 

France  . . 

13,001 

19,633 

111,736 

117,497 

Belgium            . . 

.. 

104 

13,414 

15,044 

Germany 

218 

423 

11,586 

6,708 

Portugal           .  • 

2,808 

2,144 

•  • 

• . 

Spain 

1,244 

1,163 

444 

393 

Italy 

•• 

•• 

218 

606 

Total     .. 

86,364 

33,199 

334,258 

275,461 
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MOROCCO. 


Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Laraiche  during  the  Year 

1895. 


Entmid. 


Sailing.               1                Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

1 
Number  of  ;       «.  „.          Number  of 
Vessels.    !       lons*       ,     Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of]       T 
Vessels.    ,       **"* 

British        

French        

Spanish 

German      

Portuguese 

Norwegian 

Netherlands 

2        I             62      J            25        i       16,707 
...          1            2»               H.238 
32        1            449                  29        1       31.647 
i            14                 8,628 
20                   913                ...          | 
2                  801      :         ...         ! 
1                    116                ...          | 

27        I       16,769 
26               14,238 
61               12,096 
14        t         8,628 
20        I            913 

2                    30! 

1        J            116 

Total       

, ,   for  the  year 
preceding 

67                 1,331      ,            98               61,220 
87        1            935                  78        1       47,499 

160 
116 

63,061 
48,434 

Clsabid. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

t««-         Number  of 
Ton»'           Vessels. 

Tons. 

British       

French       

Spanish      

German      

Portuguese.- 

Norwegian 

Netherlands 

2 

#32 

*20 
2 

1 

62 

*449 

#918 
301 
116 

25 
25 
29 
14 

16,707                  27 

14,238      '            26 

11,647                  61 

8,628                   14 

|            20 

2 

1              1 

16.759 

14,238 

12,096 

8,628 

913 

301 

116 

Total 
„   for  the  year 
preceding 

67 
37 

1,831 
335 

93 

78 

61,220                150        !       53,051 
47,499                116               48,434 

Annex. 


Impo7*ts  of  Cloth  info  Morocco. 

With  respect  to  the  importation  into  Morocco  of  cloth  of  other 
than  British  manufacture,  and  which  finds  a  ready  sale  all  over 
Morocco,  mention  of  which  has  already  been  made  under  the 
"  Imports,"  Mr.  Haim  Labos,  a  British  cloth  merchant  in  Tangier, 
in  furnishing,  at  my  request,  patterns  of  cloth  with  full  details  of 
origin,  price,  &c,  attached  to  each  sample*  and  which  sell  best  in 
the  Morocco  market,  informs  me  as  follows : — 

The  most  important  trade  in  woollen  goods  in  Morocco  is  that 
of  cloth  in  colours  and  in  dark  glossy  blue,  as  used  by  the  natives. 

Since  the  establishment  of  German  houses  in  Morocco  in 
1875  and  1876,  British  cloth  trade  has  diminished  greatly  on 
account  of  these  German  houses  having  induced  manufacturers  in 
Germany  to  imitate  British  made  cloth,  but  at  a  lower  figure. 


—Ed. 


*  Forwarded  to  Association  of  Chambers  of  Commerce  of  United  Kingdom. 
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What  has  contributed  to  the  development  of  the  German 
cloth  trade  is  that  their  commercial  houses  offer  their  goods, 
through  agents  regularly  established  in  the  various  trade  centres, 
under  advantageous  conditions,  while  adapting  themselves  to  the 
resources  of  the  country ;  that  is  to  say,  they  deliver  their  goods 
at  greatly  reduced  prices  and  allow  4  to  6  months'  credit  without 
demanding  interest,  while  their  agents  are  always  at  hand  so  as  to 
get  as  many  orders  as  possible  out  of  their  clients.  English  manu- 
facturers, on  the  other  hand,  limit  themselves  to  selling  cheir  cloth 
through  the  medium  of  a  few  houses  established  at  Gibraltar,  who 
in  their  turn  are  obliged  to  raise  the  price  in  order  to  make  a  profit 
and  who  can  only  afford  to  purchasers  but  little  credit.  One 
English  house  has,  however,  furnished  an  important  supply  of  red 
cloth  to  the  Moorish  Government  for  the  Sultan's  troops. 

Were  English  manufacturers  to  have  selected  agents  having 
business  relations  in  the  different  commercial  centres,  such  as  Fez, 
Mequinez,  Morocco,  and  the  coast  ports,  they  would  almost 
certainly  regain  their  old  place  in  the  cloth  trade  of  Morocco, 
especially  if  they  could  compete  on  the  same  terms  as  the  other 
foreign  houses,  for  English  cloth  is  generally  preferred  in  Morocco 
to  any  other. 

A  Belgian  manufacturer  has  produced  a  superior  cloth  which 
has  been  liked  at  Fez,  Rabat,  and  Tangier ;  and  several  Austrian 
makers  have  sent  cloth  to  Morocco.  These  latter  have,  however, 
succumbed  to  the  German  competition.  French  houses  have  vainly 
endeavoured  to  introduce  French-made  cloths  into  Morocco,  but 
have  never  succeeded  owing  to  the  costly  price  of  their  products. 

The  colours  which  find  most  favour  in  Morocco  are  red,  blue, 
coffee,  white,  pearl,  yellow,  bright  rose,  green,  and  other  showy 
colours. 

Cloths  of  superior  quality,  of  blue  or  other  colours,  generally 
sell  in  widths  of  58-60  inches,  and  those  of  lower  quality  in  widths 
of  from  52-54  inches. 

Cloths  are  usually  packed  like  bales  of  cotton  goods  in  oil- 
cloth. 

The  cloth  most  sold  in  Morocco  varies  in  price  between 
2  fr.  80  c.  and  5  fr.  a  yard. 
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New  Series  of  Reports. 
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No. 

1700. 
1701. 
1702. 
1703. 
1704. 
1705. 
1706. 
1707. 
1708. 
1709. 
1710. 
1711. 
1712. 
1713. 
1714. 
1715. 
1716. 
1717. 
1718. 
1719. 
1720. 
1721. 
1722. 
1723. 
1724. 
1725. 
1726. 
1727. 
1728. 
1729. 
1780. 
1781. 
1782. 
1788. 
1784. 
1735. 
1786. 
1737. 
1788. 
1789. 
1740. 
1741. 
1742. 
1748. 
1744. 
1745. 
1746. 
1747. 
1748. 
1749. 
1750. 
1751. 
1752. 
1753. 
1754. 
1755. 
1756. 
1757. 
1758. 
1759. 


Price. 

Leghorn lid. 

Boston    lid. 

Kitmgchow Id. 

Naples    fyd. 

Stockholm 2d. 

Corunna 2d. 

Rio  de  Janeiro   ••    ..  2$d. 

San  Jos* Id. 

Paramaribo 2d. 

Brest          lid. 

Monterideo..         ..         ..  id 

Charleston Sid. 

Baltimore    ••         ..         ..  Id. 

Tripoli         Id. 

Oallao          id. 

Ningpo        14. 

Dunkirk l£d. 

Batonm       2d. 

Hankow lid. 

Foochow 3}d 

Syra id. 

Panama .Id. 

Bataria        lid. 

Genoa          8d. 

Cagliari       2id. 

Chicago       7id. 

Trieste         Id. 

Hakodate Id. 

Mannheim Id- 


Panama 

Caracas 

Riga.. 

Tokio 

Tainan 

Portland 

Fiume 

Taganrog 

Swatow 


Id. 

Id. 
6id. 
lid. 

Id. 

3d. 
lid. 

2d. 

Id. 


Chungking lid. 

Angora        Ud. 

Shanghai     ..         ..         ...   2{d. 

Bilbao         3id. 

Tahiti  lid. 

New  Caledonia       ..        ..lid. 

Amoy  lid. 

Ichang        Id. 

Berlin  . .         ..         ..id. 

Rio  de  Janeiro  .»  ..  5id. 
Porto  Rico  ..   ■      ..         ..   lid. 

Monterideo lid* 

San  Francisco         ..         ..     3d. 

Cayenne id. 

Frankfort 8d. 

8id. 

Id. 

8d. 

Id. 
lid. 

Id. 


Malaga 

Saul.. 

Copenhagen 

Nice.. 

Lisbon 

Nagasaki 


Hamburg 2id. 


i  Ho. 
|  1760. 
1      1761. 

1762. 
I      1763. 

1764. 

1765. 

1766. 

1767. 

1768. 

1769. 

1770. 

1771. 

1772. 

1773. 

1774. 

1775. 

1776. 

1777. 

1778. 

1779. 

1780. 

1781. 

1782. 

1783. 

1784. 

1785. 

1786. 

1787. 

1788. 

1789. 

1790. 

1791. 

1792. 

1793. 

1794. 

1795. 

1796. 

1797. 

1798. 

1799. 

1800. 

1801. 

1802. 

1808. 

1804. 

1805. 

1806. 

1807. 

1808. 

1809. 

1810. 

1811. 

1812. 

1818. 

1814. 

1815. 

1816. 

1817. 

1818. 

1819. 


Price. 

Mozambique           ..         ..  2d- 

Cettinj* lid. 

The  Hague lid. 

Cephalonia Id. 

Bahia          Id. 

Zanzibar lid. 

Pakhoi         Id. 

NewYork 2d. 


Id. 
.  id. 
Hid. 
.  id. 
.  lid. 
.  4id. 


Chefoo 

Caracas 

Palermo 

Mombasa 

Nice.. 

Bucharest 

Port  Said lid. 

Galak         lid. 

Madrid        2d. 

Vienna        2d. 

Canton         Id. 

Yokohama lid. 

Newchwang..         ..         ..  Id. 

Wuhu          Id. 

Athens        2d. 

Tonga          id. 

Smyrna       • id- 
Baghdad      Id. 

Hiogo  and  Osaka  ..         ..  4JcL 

Bangkok     ..         ..         ,.  Id. 

Odessa         ♦.         ..         ..  2d. 

Naples        2d. 

Beyrout id. 

Tunis          lid. 

Kiukiang 3d. 

Bangkok     ..         ••         ••  Id. 

Rio  Grande  do  Sul . .         . .  Id. 

Valparaiso  • 4d. 

BrindiBi 2R 

Bushire       2d. 

Christiania 5}d. 

Cadiz           2d. 

Meshed       2  id 

Si  Petersburg        ..         ..  4id. 

Batoum       Id. 

Peking        8d. 

Samoa          .  •         . .         .  •  id. 

Dantzig       ..         ..         ..  2d. 

Antwerp lid. 

Ajaccio       lid. 

Stettin         ..'.«!         ..  8d. 

Aleppo        ••         ..         ..  Id. 

Tangier 2\&. 

Tokio          did. 

Madeira id. 

Vera  Cruz Id. 

Oporto        ..         •«        ..  Id. 

Hamburg    ..         ....  lid. 

New  Orleans         ..         ..  lid. 

Bengazi       ..         . .         ..  id. 

Marmagao id. 

Gothenburg .2d. 
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MOROCCO. 

DAR-AL-BAIDA. 

Consul  Maclean  to  the  Marquis  of  Salisbury. 

My  Lord,  Dar-aLBaida,  August  12, 1896. 

-  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  the  Report  on  the 
General  Trade  and  Commerce  of  this  Consular  District  for  the 
years  1894-95. 

The  delay  in  the  despatch  of  the  1894  return  was  in  no  way 
due  to  the  Vice-Consuls,  whose  respective  reports  reached  me  in 
proper  time.  The  statistics  for  the  district,  founded  on  such  data 
as  it  was  possible,  to  obtain,  were  drawn  up  and  ready  for  despatch 
when  I  discovered  a  fundamental  error  in  the  return  of  the  trade 
of  a  foreign  country,  whose  competition  is  of  great  interest  to 
British  commerce,  which  rendered  the  deductions  that  had  been 
drawn  from  the  statistics  of  general  trade  absolutely  worthless. 

One  cannot  obtain  reliable  tables  from  the  customs  officers, 
hence  one  is  dependent  on  one's  colleagues  for  the  trade  returns  of 
their  respective  countries. 

Certain  changes  in  the  Consular  representation  in  Dar-al- 
Baida  have  occurred  during  last  year,  and  while  this  accounts  for 
the  above-mentioned  error,  and  consequent  delay,  I  trust  that  it 
will  also  insure  for  the  future  the  returns  being  forthcoming  at  the 
proper  time. 

I  have  &c. 
(Signed)     ?      ALLAN  MACIJ1AN. 


Report  on  the   Trade  and  Navigation  of  tJie  Consular  District 
of  Dar-al-Baida  for  the  Years  1894-95. 
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2  MOROCCO. 
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General  Review. 

The  aggregate  value  of  the  trade  at  the  ports  of  Rabat,  Dar- 
al-Baida,  Mazagan,  Saffi,  and  Mogador  during  the  years  1894-95 
respectively  was : — 


Value. 

1894. 

1895. 

Exports 

Imports 

£ 

755,055 
818,718 

£ 

657,894 
901,404 

Total 

1,578,778 

1,659,296 
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DAR-AL-BAIDA. 

The  British  share  in  these  totals  is  as  follows  : — 


Value. 

1894. 

1895. 

Export* 

Imports 

£ 
842,15* 
452,821 

£ 
884,892 
500,777 

Total 

794,977 

885,169 

This  shows  that  about  half  the  whole  trade  is  in  British  hands. 
The  position  is  even  better  than  these  tables  show,  as  a  consider- 
able portion  of  the  exportation  to  countries  other  than  Great  Britain 
consists  of  consignments  of  produce  shipped  by  local  British 
firms. 

In  the  foregoing  tables  movement  of  specie  has  been  eliminated, 
as  far  as  is  possible,  from  the  data  in  my  possession,  because  in 
Morocco  such  movements  cannot  be  even  approximately  estimated, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  a  great  quantity  of  debased  coinage  is 
smuggled  into  the  country. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  trade  at  each  of  Trade  at  each 
the  ports  in  this  consular  district  during  the  years  1892-95 : —       iso^ok11 
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--  'Thi*  shows  how  the  trade  at  the  different  ports  varies  from 
year  to  year,  according  to  the  manner  in  which  it  is  affected  by 
local  causes.  But  Great  Britain's  share  always  bears  about  the 
same  proportion  to  the  whole. 

During  the  2  years  under  review,  local  circumstances  ^ve^ntaioiis 
been  abnormal,  on  account  of  the  late  Sultan's  death  in  June, 
1394. 

Communications  between  the  country  and  the  ports  of  Dar-al- 
Baida,  Mazagan,  and  Saffi  have  been  frequently  interrupted  for 
months  together.  Local  merchants  have,  in  many  instances, 
reduced  their  staffs  and  other  expenses  to  a  minimum.  Often 
business  has  been  quite  at  a  standstill.  There  has  been  a  series 
of  crises,  and  many  valuable  lessons  have  been  learnt 

The  principal  of  these  is  that  it  is  extremely  speculative  to  J*«<»» 
advance  money  on  crops,  i.e.,  to  give  credit  to  natives  who  do  not  eani 
inhabit  towns.  This  system  has  other  disadvantages;  it  often 
means  that  merchants  are,  in  reality,  advancing  money  to  natives 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  latter  to  pay  their  taxes.  The 
provincial  authorities  encourage  this  system  of  business,  but  are 
not  so  ready,  in  fact  are  very  unready,  to  assist  a  creditor  when  he 
wishes  to  recover  his  advances. 

The  following  is  an  example  of  a  great  many  transactions : — 

A  village  blacksmith,  who  earns  from  5d.  to  8d.  a  day,  is  pressed 
by  his  Governor  for  a  subscription  to  the  Government  funds.  He 
travels  to  the  town  and  asks  a  merchant  for  a  loan.  The  merchant 
says,  "  I  cannot  lend  you  money,  but  I  will  sell  you  oil  or  sugar, 
or  anything  else  on  credit."  Perhaps  he  will  sell  the  man  2  cwts. 
of  sugar,  to  be  paid  for  at  the  next  harvest,  say,  in  3  months'  time. 
The  profit  charged  is  one-third  of  the  local  value  of  the  article  sold. 
The  borrower  receives  a  cheque,  on  which  is  written  an  under- 
taking from  the  creditor  to  hand  over,  on  presentation,  2  cwts.  of 
sugar.  This  document  the  man  sells  to  a  merchant  across  tbe 
road  for,  perhaps,  three-quartets  of  the  market  price  of  sugar. 
This  means,  in  reality,  that  the  blacksmith  obtains  money  at  an 
exorbitant  interest,  which  money  mostly  goes  into  the  Government 
Treasury. 

the  natives  who  get  their  goods  on  credit  sell  them,  as  we 
have  seen,  below  cost  price,  to  the  detriment  of  the  importers. 

I  have  discussed  this  matter  from  every  point  of  view  with 
merchants  who  represent  two-thirds  of  the  bulk  of  British  trade 
in  two  ports,  and  they  agree  with  me  that  the  system  of  giving 
credit  to  country  natives  is  unprofitable  and  injurious  to  business 
in,  general.  They  inform  me  that  they  are  driven  to  give  such 
credit  themselves,  though  not  on  the  same  principles,  but  they 
would  rejoice  if  it  were  generally  understood  by  subjects  of  all 
nations  that  no  support  would  be  given  to  claims  arising  in  country 
districts.  This  would  mean  the  inauguration  of  sounder  business, 
and  be  the  death-blow  to  the  protection  system.  It  may  be 
estimated  that  hitherto  five  times  more  credit  has  been  given  than 
was  justified  by  circumstances. 

There  are  no  new  industries  to  call  attention  to  in  Morocco, 
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and  no  new  features  in  trade,  so  I  trust  I  may  be  pardoned  for 
dedicating  so  much  space  in  my  report  to  general  observations. 

I  have  a  word  of  warning  for  British  merchants. 

It  can  be  demonstrated  that  the  limit  of  the  annual  purchasing 
power  of  Morocco  under  its  present  conditions  has  been  reached,  that 
the  prices  obtained  for  imported  goods  leave  an  exceedingly  small 
margin  of  profit,  and  that  there  is  no  room  for  further  competition. 
New-comers  who  wish  to  grasp  a  share  in  the  market  can  only  do 
so  successfully  by  narrowing  tbeir  pieces  of  cloth  imperceptibly, 
but  sufficiently  to  catch  the  profit,  and  such  like  practices  or 
dodges  ;  less  cotton,  more  dressing.  These  are  the  opportunities, 
and  I  regret  to  learn  that  they  are  already  known  and  practised. 
For  example,  a  firm  will  introduce  a  class  of  goods  with  a  dis- 
tinguishing mark  printed  on  it.  It  goes  well,  and  natives  in 
country  districts  ask  for  more  of  it.  Persuaded  by  their  local 
agents  firms  at  home  will  send  out  an  inferior  class  of  goods  with 
the  same  mark.  The  natives,  who  have  trusted  to  the  mark,  find 
themselves  deceived,  and  the  firm  dealing  in  this  way  loses  its 
good  name.  It  is  within  my  knowledge  that  really  respectable 
British  houses  have  refused  to  engage  in  these  tricks,  but  it  is 
astonishing  how  many  houses,  whose  reputation  is  generally  con- 
sidered to  be  beyond  reproach,  have  succumbed  to  the  temptation. 

The  question  of  marks  is  an  important  one.  Natives  are 
attracted  by  a  well-chosen  mark,  so  long  as  it  has  no  reference  to 
any  living  thing,  and  if  the  quality  of  a  mark  that  has  taken  their 
fancy  is  maintained  they  will  continue  to  buy  that  mark  in  prefer- 
ence to  new  ones. 

The  exportation  of  eggs,  to  which  I  called  attention  in  my 
report  for  1893,  is  growing  apace.  They  all  go  to  England,  but 
the  bulk  of  the  coast  purchases  are  made  by  German  agents  for  a 
British  firm. 

There  are  several  German  firms  in  Dar-al-Baida,  and  elsewhere 
on  the  coast,  whose  principal  business  has  been  derived  from 
British  agencies  in  their  hands.  Their  profits  they  employ  in 
importing  German  goods.  They  have  clerks  who,  after  a  time, 
start  business  on  their  own  account,  and  obtain  other  British 
agencies. 

In  these  days  I  question  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  British 
business  abroad  being  entrusted  to  foreign  houses,  and  I  doubt  if 
in  Morocco  it  is  profitable  to  the  home  firms. 

It  is  with  .great  diffidence  that  I  make  these  remarks,  as  firms 
in  Great  Britain  are,  as  a  rule,  so  ably  managed  that  it  is  difficult 
to  teach  them  anything  they  do  not  know.  The  fact  remains,  how- 
ever, that  the  seed  of  German  business  in  Dar-al-Baida  and  other 
ports  consisted  of  British  agencies  in  German  hands. 

In  calling  attention  to  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Johnston's  pertinent 
remarks  on  the  giving  of  reckless  credit,  I  would  add  that  home 
firms  would  be  wise  never  to  give  credit  to  natives  for  which  their 
local  agent  is  not  responsible. 

Be  sure  of  the  position  of  your  agent ;  make  inquiries  con- 
cerning him  at  this  Consulate,  and  then  make  him  responsible  for 
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every  farthing  of  credit  he  gives.  You  will  have  to  pay  a  slightly 
higher  commission,  but  you  will  be  safe,  and  your  profit  will  be 
sure.  Without  these  precautions  you  run  the  risk  of  your  goods 
being  sold  by  the  purchasers  at  below  cost  price,  and  the  proceeds 
invested  in  money-lending  transactions  with  all  the  accompanying 
risks  of  total  disappearance. 

I  would  here  call  attention  to  the  rareness  of  enquiries  being  Inquiries  at  to 
made  At  this  Consulate  with  reference  to  the  choice  of  local  agents local  MP**- 
for  home  firms,  yet  there  is  no  country  in  the  world  in  which 
such  enquiries  are  more  important,  on  account  of  the  rings  which 
exist  among  local  traders,  and  the  different  jurisdictions  that  are 
in  force. 

On  the  other  hand  we  are  frequently  requested  to  give 
assistance  in  the  collection  of  debts  to  agents  who  are  not  under 
British  jurisdiction,  who  keep  no  books,  and  whose  character  does 
not  allow  of  our  placing  much  confidence  in  their  statements. 
There  are  so  many  temptations  in  Morocco  for  unscrupulous 
dealings  that  it  seems  to  me  that  the  character  of  the  agents  they 
appoint  is  of  grave  import  to  British  firms. 

It  would  also  be  to  their  interest  to  study  the  customs  of  the  Recovery  of 
country,  and  the  difficulties  met  with  in  the  recovery  of  debts, d6bti- 
as  these  are  often  independent  of  the  solvency  or  otherwise  of 
the  debtors,  who,  in  many  cases,  will  not  pay  unless  they  are 
obliged. 

Many  jurisdictions  exist,  and  a  Consul  can  only  exercise 
jurisdiction  over  his  own  compatriots.  A  foreigner  or  foreign 
protected  Moor  has  to  be  proceeded  against  before  his  own 
Consular  official,  and  is  tried  according  to  the  laws  of  his 
country, 

A  Moor  without  foreign  protection  has  to  be  proceeded  against 
before  the  Moorish  tribunal  of  his  district,  which  is  often  difficult 
to  get  at. 

I  am  led  to  make  these  remarks  owing  to  the  frequency  with 
which  I  receive  bills  drawn  in  my  favour  on  natives,  which  the 
drawers  request  me  to  enforce,  and  to  place  the  amounts  received 
to  their  account 

The  proper  course  for  merchants  to  take  is  to  appoint  a  local 
agent  as  their  attorney,  who  will  prove  the  debt  and  residence 
of  the  debtor,  state  the  jurisdiction  he  is  subject  to,  and  pay  the 
necessary  preliminary  expenses. 

Every  Consular  Court  requires  a  deposit  before  entertaining 
a  suit,  and  every  suit  requires  a  representative  of  the  creditor  to 
take  charge  of  the  proceedings. 

The  duty  of  a  Consul  is  to  give  every  possible  assistance  to 
his  compatriots,  but  he  may  not  act  as  their  agent,  and  more 
expressly  is  this  the  case  in  Morocco,  where  a  commissioned  Consul 
is  a  Judge  in  Her  Majesty's  Court. 

The  great  decrease  in  exportation  to  Great  Britain  is  principally  Decrease  in 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  of  the  permission  for  the  export  of  barley  exportation, 
having  expired  in  1893,  and  also,  in  a  less  degree,  to  the  political 
state  of  the  country,  and  the  scarceness  of  crops. 
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..    /.   .  Preliminary  Observations  foot  1896*. 

Gate  tax.  •    Official  notification  has  been  given  that  a  gate  tax  fe  to  be 

levied  from  September  12,  1896,  on  all  country  produce  and 
Merchandise  entering  the  town. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  Kegulation : — 

"  B&glement  concernant  le  droit  des  portes  {article  13  de  la 
Convention  de  Madrid)  concerU  entre  Sid  Mohammed  Torres, 
Ministre  des  Affaires  Etranghres  de  Sa  Maysti  Cktriffienne, 
Sid  Abdelkrim  Brisha,  Envcyi  special  de  Sa  Majestt  Chtriffienne, 
et  les  Repr&entants  des  autres  Puissances  signataires  de  la 
Convention  de  Madrid;  et  destint  &  remplacer  les  paragraphs 
10  &  17  du  r&glement  du  30  Mars  1881. 

"Article  1. 
"  Le  droit  des  portes  ne  sera  pay6  qu'une  fois. 

"Article  2. 

"  Pour  les  marchandises  expedites  (Tune  ville  &  wot  autre,  ce 
droit  sera  pay6  contre  d£livrance  d'un  r£c£pisse  k  la  sortie  de 
la  ville  de  depart. 

"  Abticle  3. 

"Les  marchandises  et  produits  de  la  eampagne  payeront  le 
droit  des  portes  en  entrant  en  ville  sans  d&ivrance  de  r£c£piss£, 
mais  si  les  produits  sont  destines  k  un  autre  endroit  qu'i  la 
premiere  ville  oil  ils  entrant,  l'administrateur  du  droit  des  portes 
d^livrera  un  r6cdpiss4  a  l'entr&  de  cette  premiire  ville. 

"  Abticle  4. 

"  A  l'exception  du  cas  mentionn^  dans  Tarticle  pr6c£dent,  le 
paiement  du  droit  des  portes  ne  se  fera  que  contre  d&ivrance 
d'un  r£c£piss6. 

"  Le  i£c£piss6  devra  Stre  gard£  par  le  muletier  pour  6tre  exbiW 
dans  les  villes  qu'il  traversera,  k  la  demande  de  Tautorit^  com- 
p^tente.  Le  muletier  devra  le  remettre  k  Tadministrateur  du 
droit  des  portes  k  Tentr^e  de  la  ville  de  destination. 

"  Le  r6c6piss£  aura  la  forme  suivante : — 

"  II  s'est  pr^sent^  avec  (nombre)  changes  de  (chameau,  cheval, 
mule,  fine) ;  U  a  payi  le  droit  des  susdites  charges  soit  (nombre 
r£aux),  et  il  n'est  plus  tenu  k  aucun  paiement  pour  les  dites  charges. 

"(Endroit)    (Date.) 

"  Signature  de  Tadel  et  cachet  de  Tadministrateur. 

"  Le  r£c4piss6  servira  de  preuve  que  le  droit  a  &t&  paye. 

"  Article  5. 

"Les  droits  seront  pay&,  au  choix  de  celui  qui  les  acquitte, 
en  monnaie  espagnole  ou  en  monnaie  hassani,  mais  les  fractions 
interieures  k  un  real  pourront  £tre  payees  en  blanquillos  d'aprfes 
le  cours  de  Tendroit  du  paiement. 
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"Article  6. 
"  On  payera 

"par  charge  de  chameau...         ...6rfm/ 

„        „      „  cheval  ou  de  mole,  4     „ 
,,        ))     d anc. . .        ..,        . . .  &     „ 

"Article  7. 

"Les  marchandises  et   produits    de    la    campagne  (art.°  3) 
payeront  i       ; 

"par  charge  de  chameau ...         ...  4  r&ux. 

„        n      „  cheval  ou  de  mule,  2     „ 
„        „     d'&ne ...  1  r£aL 

"Article  $. 

"  Les  c£r&les,  quelles  qu'elles  soient,  payeront 

"par  charge  de  chameau 2  r£aux. 

„        „      „  cheval  ou  de  mule,  1  r&L 
„        „     d'ftne \    „ 

"Article  9.  ' 

"  L'Alfa,  la  f euille  de  palmier  nain  et  les  fruits  frais  payeront 

"par  charge  de  chameau f  de  r&d.  ( 

„        „      „  cheval  ou  de  mule,  |  r^aL 
„        „     <T&ne £  de  r&L 

■  i  "Article  10.  <        , 

"La  paille,  rherbe,  la  racine  de  palmier  pour  les  fours  des 
yilles,  le  charbon  de  bois  et  tous  les  legumes  frais  ne  payeront 
aucun  droit. 

t  "  .  4' 

"Article  11. 

"  Pour  les  marchandises  destinies  k  Rabat  et  a  Saffi,  qui  sont 
<tebarqu6es  k  cause  du  mauvais  temps,  k  Casablanca  pour  Rab^t, 
k  Mazagan  ou  k  Mogador  pour  Saffi,  le  droit  des  portes  sera  pay^ 
k  la  sortie  de  la  ville  de  dibarquement  par  le  nigociarit  qui 
r6-exp£diera  la  marchandise  k  sa  veritable  destination.  Le 
nigociant  recevra  des  adminietrateurs  du  port  de  dibarquemenfc 
un  rec6piss£  spicifiant  le  nombre  des  charges  apivies  en 
destination  de  Rabat  ou  de  Saffi.  Les  commer^ants  dp  ces 
deux  villes  auxquelles  les  marchandises  sont  destinies,  auront 
le  droit  d'en  r6-exp6dier  le  meme  nombre  de  charges  sans  rieu 
payer  contre  presentation  du  rec6piss6  des  administrateurs  du 
port  de  d^barquement. 

"Article  12. 

"  Les  administrateurs  du  droit  des  portes  ont  la  faculty  d'ouvrir 
les  charges  sur  le  contenu  desquelles  ils  auraient  des  doutes,  mais 
il  est  entenflu  qu'ils  Texerceront  sans  vexation  inutile. 
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«  Article  13. 

"  Les  administrateurs  du  droit  des  portes  qui  ne  se  conformeront 
pa3  strictement  k  ce  rfeglement,  principalement  aux  prescriptions 
de  Tarticle  prudent,  seront  punis  par  le  gouvernement  marocain. 

"Article  14. 

"La  faxe  des  portes  ne  pourra  6tre  augments  sans  nouvel 
accord  entre  Sa  Majesty  Ch&iffienne  et  les  Puissances  signataires 
de  la  Convention  de  Madrid. 

"Tangerle2juinl896. 

"  f°.  Bussche,  rep.  TAllemagne  et  les  Pays-Bas. 

"  P\  Ubmenyi,  pour  TAutriche-Hongrie. 

"  f°.  Ed.  Anspach,  pour  la  Belgique  et  pour  le  Portugal. 

a  P.  Emilio  de  Ojeda,  pour  l'Espagne. 

"f°.  J.  Judson  Barclay,  for  the  U.S.  of  America. 

"  f°.  Monbel,  pour  la  France. 

"  f°.  A.  Nicolson,  for  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  Denmark. 

"  f°.  J.  Malmusi,  pour  l*Italie. 

"  ft  MOHAMED  BEN  EL  AfiBY  TORRES. 

"  f°.  Abdelkrim  Brisha." 


Failure  of 
crops. 


Gold  mining. 


Tobacco  duty.  A  new  scale  of  duties  on  tobacco  has  been  arranged,  but  does 
not  affect  this  district,  as  the  importation  of  tobacco  is  only 
•    permitted  through  Tangier. 

This  year's  bean  and  maize  crops  have  again  failed,  so  the 
exportation  to  the  United  Kingdom  from  Dar-al-Baida  will  be 
lower  than  ever.  British  firms  have  bought  considerable  quantities 
of  coriander  seed,  which  the  natives,  encouraged  by  last  year's 
prices,  have  sown  extensively.  Most  of  it  is  exported  to  IVance 
and  Germany  for  America,  but  the  markets  have  become  over- 
loaded, and  losses  have  been  incurred. 

I  understand  that  lately  it  has  been  said  in  London  that 
alluvial  gold  existed  in  paying  quantities  at  the  foot  of  the  Atlas 
Mountains,  not  far  from  Mogador.  This  gold  may  exist,  though  I 
strongly  doubt  its  existence  having  been  proved;  but,  in  my 
opinion,  it  would  be  the  rankest  folly  to  spend  money  in  the  hope 
of  being  allowed  to  work  it.  From  an  almost  unique  experience 
of  the  Sultan's  Court,  I  am  led  to  think  it  most  improbable  that 
any  permission  to  work  minerals  in  the  interior  of  the  country 
would  be  given. 

Other  proposals  for  the  promotion  of  trading  and  banking 
companies  should  be  thoroughly  examined  into  before  being  enter- 
tained, as,  under  the  present  administration  of  the  country,  it 
seems  scarcely  possible  for  these  to  be  practicable. 


Trading  and 

banking 

companies. 
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Table  2. — Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  the  Ports  in  the  District  of  Dar-al- 
Baida  during  the  Years  1895-94-93.    (Including  specie,) 


KxporU. 

Imports. 

Gvatatry. 

1895. 

1894. 

1896. 

1896. 

1894. 

1896. 

Grett  Britain       ... 
France       M       m 
Germany    — 

Ottor  flooatrlM   ... 

£ 
241,467 
164,846 
116,646 
124,064 
119,668 

4 
646,018 
196,909 

82,469 
290,186 

80,756 

4 
557,944 
246,280 

71,911 
169,581 

74,910 

£ 

616,747 

221,479 

92,878 

25,666 

92,298 

4 

495,429 

227,759 

90,944 

91,674 

60,207 

4 

581,620 

275,529 

97,612 

54,960 

77,406 

Total      M. 

771,691 

996,604 

1,107,626 

945,498 

896,019 

1,087,117 

Dar-al-Baida. 

Since  1892,  as  will  be  seen  from  Table  No.  1  in  the  general  falling  trade, 
review,  the  trade  of  this  port  has  year  by  year  fallen  considerably 
in  value.    This  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  visits  of  locusts,  and  also 
in  1894  and  1895  by  the  political  situation  following  on  the  death 
of  the  late  Sultan  Mulai  Hassan. 

One  circumstance,  more  than  all  others,  which  has  affected  the 
value  of  the  export  trade,  particularly  to  Great  Britain,  was  the 
expiration  in  1893  of  the  permission  granted  by  the  Sultan  for  the 
exportation  of  barley ;  and  also  the  very  scarce  crops  of  maize  and 
beans,  due  to  various  misfortunes. 

Beyond  these  observations,  there  is  no  matter  of  commercial 
interest  to  report  upon. 

The  trade  is  very  conservative ;  cottons,  tea,  and  candles  come  Trade  rone  in 
from  Great  Britain,  sugar  from  France,  while  German  ships  bring  s™"*- 
from  Hamburg  cloth  and  sundries.      A  glance  at  the  tables  will 
give  the  origin  of  all  the  goods  imported. 

It  would  appear  as  if  German  import  trade  had  fallen  during  Gennga 
1894  and  1895,  but  I  think  this  is  only  in  appearance,  as  their  returns  ^P0**** 
are  now  more  carefully  compiled  than  formerly.    A  few  half- 
chests  of  tea  are  to  be  noticed  amongst  German  imports,      British 
tea  merchants  should  note  this  innovation. 

German  export  trade  has  increased,  as  it  appears  that  greasy  GeniJJf 
wool,  goatskins,  and  beeswax,  such  as  are  produced  in  Morocco,  ^P0™* 
find  a  better  market  in  Germany  than  in  England.    But  in  this 
connection  it  may  be  observed  that  a  great  portion  of  the  wool 
and  hides  exported  to  France  and  Germany  is  shipped  by  local 
British  firms. 

I  am  not  sure  that  there  is  much  improvement  in  trade  to  be  Trade 
hoped  for  during  this  year.  Locusts  have  again  attacked  the  Pf0iPecta' 
crops,  and  the  country  is  still  unsettled.  However,  there  is  a 
rift  in  the  clouds.  The  new  Government  is,  by  degrees,  becoming 
stronger,  and  merchants,  profiting  from  recent  experiences,  are  not 
overstocking,  and  are  generally  pursuing  a  trade  founded  on 
sounder  economical  principles  than  formerly. 
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Navigation. 

As  might  be  expected  from  the  falling  trade,  the  numbers  and 
tonnage  of  shipping  at  Dar-al-Baida  for  the  years  under  review 
show  a  considerable  shrinkage,  and  this,  notwithstanding  the 
establishment  of  a  new  German  line  making  monthly  voyages  from 
Hamburg.  This  line,  the  Oldenburg,  has  replaced  the  Atlas 
line,  Which  ceased  operations  in  1895.  All  nations  share  in  this 
decrease,  with  the  exception  of  Germany,  which  has  improved  her 
position. 

In  1893  there  entered  69  British  vessels,  of  47,821  tons, 
against  41  -German,  with  a  tonnage  of  27,640  ;  whereas  in  1895 
there  were  43  British,  of  29,992  tons,  against  62  German,  of 
51,447  tons,  so  that  it  would  appear  that  since  1893  British  and 
German  shipping  on  the  Morocco  coast  have  almost  exactly 
changed  places..  This  is  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  in  1893  ex- 
portation of  barley  and  wheat  was  permitted,  and  ships  were 
chartered  to  convey  it  to  England ;  this  permission,  however,  ex- 
pired in  1893,  so  that  since  then  the  chartered  ships  have  been 
few  and  far  between.  The  German  shipping,  however,  consists 
entirely  of  regular  steamers  of  the  "Woerwann  and  Oldenburg 
lines,  and  hence  is  more  or  less  permanent 

With  the  exception  of  chartered  ships,  every  port  on  the  cq§ast 
has  practically  the  same  amount  of  shipping,  as  the  vessels  of  the 
regular  lines  call,  weather  permitting,  at  each  of  the  ports. 

I  am  informed  that  the  operation  of  the  Merchandise  Marks 
Act  has  had  an  unfavourable  effect  as  regards  British  transit  trade. 
Whereas  before  the  passing  of  the  above  Act  many  articles  manu- 
factured abroad  were  sent  to  England,  and  thence  distributed  in 
British  ships,  since  the  operation  of  that  Act  in  regard  to  the 
marking  of  goods  with  the  country  of  origin,  purchasers  obtain 
them  direct  from  the  manufacturers,  and  henoe  arises  a  loss  to 
British  transit  dues. 

Heavy  port  dues  in  London  have  a  handicapping  effect  on  the 
earnings  of  steamers  from  that  port ;  on  .this  account  a  considerable 
amount  of  merchandise  which  used  to*  be  carried  in  Brifish 
bottoms  is  now  brought  from  Hamburg.  Petroleum  from  America 
is  an  instance  of  this  ;  it  is  now  transhipped  in  Hamburg  instead 
of  London,  as  used  to  be  the  case;  and  German  steamers  are 
beginning  to  bring  China  teas,  which  is  another  sign  of  t^e 
times. 

Notwithstanding  these  facts,  however,  I  imagine  that  the  only 
lines  trading  with  Morocco  ports  which  derive  considerable  profit 
are  the  British  and  French. 

Appended  are  the  xeturns  of  the.shipping  at  this  port  lor  the 
years  1894-95.  - 
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Babat. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Frost's  reports  for  the  years  1894  and  1895, 
with  statistical  tables,  are  appended. 

As  will  be  seen,  there  are  no  special  features  to  note  in  the  No  special 
trade  of  Rabat  feature*.       ; 

British  importations  have  more  than  held  their  own,  whereas  British 
the.  exports  have  dwindled  considerably.  impons. 

The  commencement  of  an  export  trade  of  eggs  to  England,  Egg  trad* 
which  has  attained  considerable  importance  at  Dar-al-Baida  and 
Mazagan,  may  tend  to  improve  the  exportation  in  the  future. 

lleport  on  the  Trade  and  Navigation  of  Babat  for  the  Year  1894. 

No  important  movement  in  trade  has  characterised  the  year  . 
under  review.    Prices   of  all  imported  goods  have  varied  but! 
slightly,  and  while  a  steady  business  has  been  done,  there  have  Trade  steady, 
been  periods  of  great  stagnation,  aggravated   for  the  trader  by  ^Setlt'on 
keen  competition  and  extremely  low  prices.  an.i  iow  °a 

The  death  of  the  Sultan,  in  June,  created  a  feeling  of  great  prices, 
.uneasiness,  which  for  a  time  had  the  effect  of  curtailing  ship- 
ments to  this  country,  but  the  political  horizon  rapidly  clearing, 
business  resumed  its  normal  course,  and  the  arrival  of  the  newly  Brisk  trade  on 
proclaimed  Sultan  and  the  Court  led  to  a  brisk  general  trade,  ?T1iT*1  of  lli* 
evidenced  in  the  returns  by  considerably  augmented  landings  of  u  ^ 
such  goods  as  sugar,  tea,  and  candles. 

A  satisfactory  feature  has  been  the  solution  of  the    vexed  Solution  of 
currency  question,  by  the  entire  disappearance  of  the  obnoxious  curr*Bcr 
Philippine  coins  which  formed  so  great  an  incubus  on  the  commerce  ^ue*Uo11' 
of  the  country ;  and  the  Moorish  Government  is  to  be  congratu- 
lated on  the  success  of  its  measures  to  attain  this  end. 

The  export  trade  remains  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition,  and  Export  trade: 
while  merchants  would  ship  anything  that  would  merely  save  unsatiskctory 
them  the  heavy  exchange  on  draft  remittances,  they  find  nothing  l***1*0- 
in  which  they  can  invest  to  realise  even   this  advantage.    An  Eggs, 
attempt  is  being  made  to  open  up  the  export  of  eggs,  of  which 
considerable  quantities  are  shipped  from  neighbouring  ports,  and 
the  first  shipment  has  been  made  to  London,    The  trial  shipments  Failure  of 
of  oak  bark  and  corkwood  reported  last  year  have  proved  failures,  *"**!  »hiP- 
being  found  to  be  not  worth  the  cost  and  freight.  wd^rkwotd! 

No  support  has  been  given  to  the  goatskin  trade  by  either  Small » xport 
France  or  America,  and  shipments  have  consequently  been  on  the  ©f  go*s**na„ 
most  restricted  scale. 

The  wool  clip  was,  as  in  1893,  almost  entirely  monopolised  by  Wo01  cl|*j 
the  agents  for  French  houses  for  shipment  to  Dunkirk.  V  French 

Grain  is  absent  from  the  return*  houses. 

Turning  to  the  statistical  returns  annexed  to  thi*  report,  we  No  expoit  of 
find  the  aggregate  trade,  exclusive  of  specie,  amounts  to  the  sum  R^^ioto| 
of  206,331/.,  as  compared  with   195,800*.  in  1893,  showing  an  aggregate 
increase  of  10,531/.,  equal  to  5±  per  cent.    Of  this  sum  the  trade  trade. 
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Statistics  of 
imports. 


Statistics  of 
export*. 


Share  of 
Great  Britain 
ip  trade* 

Decline  ia 
Britisa 
import  a. 
Cotton  good* 
Totstod 
candles. 

freneli 
imports; 
Loaf  sugar. 


Floor. 


Chemicals. 


Qermaa 
imports. 

^ropp  gans 
and  steamer. 

Decline  in 

commercial 
imparts. 


with  Great  Britain  stands  for  91,576/.,  or  45  per  cent ;  with 
France,  for  59,106/.,  or  29  per  cent ;  and  with  Germany,  for 
64,537/.,  or  26  per  cent  The  proportions  in  the  previous  year 
were,  Great  Britain  52  per  cent,  France  30  per  cant,  Germany 
18  per  cent 

Treating  in  a  like  manner  the  figure  of  169,838/.  representing 
the  gross  amount  of  imports,  we  find  Great  Britain  claims  79,841/., 
47  per  cent,  against  56  per  cent  in  1893  ;  Germany  60,662/.,  6t 
30  per  cent,  against  21  per  cent  in  1893 ;  France  38,248/.,  or 
22£  per  cent,  against  22  per  cent  in  1893. 

For  exports  the  gross  amount  is  36,493/.,  divided  sa  follows  :— 
Great  Britain  11,735/.,  or  32 J  per  cent,  compared  with  30  per 
cent  in  1893  ;  France  20,858/.,  or  57  per  cent,  compared  with  68 
per  cent  in  1893 ;  Germany  3,875/.,  or  10$  per  cent,  compared 
with  2  per  cent  in  1893. 

From  these  figures  the  share  of  Great  Britain  in  the  aggregate 
trade  has  fallen  7  per  cent ;  in  the  import  trade  separately  9  par 
cent.,  while  in  exports  there  is  a  slight  gain  of  2  4  per  cent 

The  decline  of  11,085/.  in  the  value  of  British  imports  is 
attributable  to  lower  prices.  Cotton  goods  and  yarn,  whole  they 
have  fallen  in  aggregate  value  by  10,090/.,  have  increased  from 
777  to  828  bales,  and  the  same  remark  applies  to  tea  and  candles, 
of  which  the  landings  have  been  exceptionally  important,  and  aa 
regards  tea,  they  are  the  largest  hitherto  recorded. 

French  imports  show  a  slight  increase.  The  landings  of  loaf 
sugar  from  Marseilles  are  250  tons  over  1893,  exceeding  those  of 
any  previous  year,  but  in  value  the  two  years  are  almost  identical, 
lower  price  having  its  effect  here  as  in  other  commodities.  There 
appears  to  be  no  bounds  to  the  capacity  of  the  Moors  for  the  con- 
sumption of  sugar  and  tea,  the  quantities  imported  of  both  articles 
having  increased  remarkably  during  the  last  few  years.  Ten 
years  ago  the  import  of  loaf  sugar  was  235  tons,  in  1894  it 
reached  1,900  tons,  of  which  the  whole,  with  the  exception  of  250 
tons,  was  of  French  manufacture. 

An  exceptional  import  was  that  of  flour,  of  which  about  1,000 
bags  arrived  from  Marseilles  during  the  presence  of  the  Court 
here. 

There  is  a  marked  increase  in  French  chemicals,  consisting 
mainly  of  potash,  used  in  the  manufacture  of  soap.  Silk  manufac- 
tures are  also  a  better  import,  but  in  spices  there  has  been  retro- 
gression, a  portion  of  this  trade  appearing  to  have  passed  to 
England. 

German  imports  attain  an  exceptional  importance  in  conse- 
quence of  the  arrival  for  account  of  the  Moorish  Government  of  two 
Krnpp  cannon  and  appurtenances,  to  which  is  added  the  value  of 
the  steamer  which. carried  them,  and  which  remains  the  property 
of  the  Sultan.  Deducting  the  value  of  these  items,  there  remains 
9,242/.  representing  the  commercial  as  distinguished  from  the 
governmental  import,  a  figure  less  than  that  of  the  previous 
year  by  3,218/.,  equal  to  25  per  cent.  Great  depression  in  the 
clot! i  and  fancy  woollen  trades  explains  the  reduction,  tlttse.two 
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itttaw  having  fallen  from  3,484/.  in  1893  to  8432.  in  the  year 
under  review.     Glass  and    hardware    show   also   considerable  jncretBe  jB 
shrinkage,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  loaf  sugar  with  4,900  cwts.,  loaf  mgar. 
value  6,686/.,  overtops  any  previous  return. 

The  total  exports  are  slightly  in  excess  of  the  previous  year,  Expott*. 
•and  those  credited  to  Great  Britain  show  some  improvement  in  ToGrca*.  »4 
value,  but  it  must  be  explained  that  the  woollen  goods  were  *******     •  - 
destined  for  Gibraltar  for  transhipment  to  the  East,  and  the  goat-  Ooaukini. 
skins  for  transhipment  in  London  for  America,   therefore   the    *  *    x 

export  of    produce    destined    for    consumption  in   the  United 
Kingdom  is  reduced  to  an  insignificant  amount,  and  wool  ship-  Reduction  in 
ments,  formerly  so  important,  have  sunk  to  a  nominal  quantity.  W0Gl  "b'P- 
The  wools  of  this  district,  both  in  the  grease  and  washed,  are xnent*' 
practically  unsaleable  in  England.  •  There  appears  for.  the  moment 
no  prospect  of  any  alleviation  of  this  discouraging  state  of  affairs, 
which  is  without  parallel  in  the  commercial  history  of  this  port 

Exports  to  France  have  declined  11  per  cent,  from  those  of  Exports  to 
1893.     Nearly  the  whole  of  the  wool  clip  in  both  years   was*"™.1!00' 
bought  by  commission  houses  for  shipment  to  Dunkirk,  but  a       ,ne  n# 
larger  proportion  was  sent  in  the  greasy  state  in  1894. 

Germany  took  exports  to  the  value  of  3,875/.,  consisting  of  Brpmis  to 
wool,  beeswax,  carpets,  &c,  compared  with  606/.  in  1893.  Germany, 

The  shipping  returns  show  an  increase  in  the  entries  of  22  sapping"' 
vessels,  but  a  decrease  in  the  total  tonnage  of  5,224  tons,  arising 
from  fewer  arrivals  of  the  large  vessels  of  the  British  and  French 
lines  and  the  augmentation  of  small  steamers  carrying  the  Spanish 
flag.     The  last  named  are  the  steamers  of  the  Haynes  line,  which  **«w  SpanUh 
commenced  running  in  June  in  connection  with  the  African  mail lln*  *". 
steamers  from  Liverpool,  which  tranship  cargo  to  and  from  this  JJni  African 
coast  at  Las  Palmas,  on  the  Canary  Islands.    The  direct  steamers  mail  steamers 
of  the  Mersey  Steamship  Company  have  continued  to  run  with  f™m 
admirable  regularity,  and  as  a  general  rule  to  land  their  goods  to     Terpt'0  • 
this  port  within  a  week  from  London. 

The  British  falucho  "  Isabel,"  of  Gibraltar,  was  wrecked  in  Wreck  of 
October  in  entering  the  port  in  bad  weather,  but  happily  no  lives  " ,8abe1-" 
were  lost. 

The  steam  tug  "  Ettriki "  rendered  good  servics  to  the  Moorish  St***  *°g. 
Government  during  the  residence  of  the  Court  here  in  June,  by 
towing  a  small  craft  to  Dar-al-Baida  and  back  three  times  for  the 
transport  of  barley  for  the  Sultan's  army.  She  has  also  given 
useful  assistance  in  towing  lighters,  and  thus  forwarding  the  work 
of  discharging  and  loading  steamers  anchored  in  the  bay,  but  the 
supply  of  lighters  is  far  from  adequate  to  the  requirements  of  the  D^*116!  of 
port,  and  the  utility  of  the  tug  is  thus  much  less  than  it  might  be.   g 

The    shipments    of    specie  have  been  relatively  important,  *p  cie 
amounting  to  35,682/.,  the  major  portion  of  which  was  despatched  BhiPmen,*» 
to  Tangier  for  the  purchase  of  drafts  on  Europe.     Exchange  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  stood  as  high  as  26  p?r  cent,  premium  for 
short  bills  on  London  for  Spanish  coin,  but  fell  to  14  per  cent, 
during  the  closing  months. 

Native  silver  coinage  is  now  very  abundant,  and  being  at  a  Nntlre  uirer 

co  n*ge. 
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discount  of  3  per  cent,  in  exchange  for  Spanish  coin,  the  latter  is 
fast  disappearing  from  circulation,  It  remains  to  be  seen  what 
1  ' .  the  ultimate  effect  on  foreign  trade  of  this  state  of  affairs  may  be, 
for  should  the  position  be  aggravated  by  a  further  depreciation  of 
the  native  currency,  I  fear  a  very  grave  crisis  will  ensue* 

Speck  The  import  of  specie  amounted  to  19,005/.,  of  which  16,667£ 

import*,  wafl  new  native  silver  coinage  for  account  of  the  Moorish  Govern- 
.     .         ment  received  from  France. 

Agriculture.  Agriculture  has  been  fairly  flourishing  during  the  year  under 

review,  and  the  last  harvest  was  an  average  one.    Garden  produce 

t  is  once  more  abundant,  and  the  orange  crop  now  being  gathered, 

a  great  improvement  on  late  years.  For  the  coming  season 
prospects  are  all  that  could  be  desired,  abundant  rains  having 
fallen,  giving  promise  of  good  crops  of  cereals  of  all  kinds. 
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Table  11. — Return  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  the  Port  of  Rabat  during  the  Years 
1894-93. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1894. 

1898. 

1894. 

1898. 

Great  Britain  .. 
France 

Germany           . .         . . 
Other  countries 

£ 
:     11,785  : 
20.858 
8,875 
25 

£ 

:  10,266 

28,458 

606 

254 

£ 

:  79,841 

88/J48 

50,662 

1,087 

£ 

90,926 

85,788  . 

88.328 

1,234 

:    Total     .*         ^ 

•   :  86,498 

:  28,229 

- 169,838 

161,221 

Table  12. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Rabat 
during  the  Years  1894-93. 


Cwts.      ... 

Bales       ... 

„          ... 

1894. 

1888. 

Articles. 

;  Quantity.; 

;  Valua.; 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Wool       ...       ... 

Woollen  good*  M. 
Ooat-skJQ*         ...       M 
Other  articles    

8,448 
194 
806 

4 
18866 
10,138 
1,604 
8,800 

7,968 
110 
860 

4 
22,908: 
4,468 
1,621 
6,690 

Total       „• 

86,493 

... 

84,679 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Rabat  during 
the  Years  1894-93. 


Articles. 

Bales       ... 
Cwts. 

Chests     ... 
Bales 
Cwts. 

1894. 

1893. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Valne.  . 

Cotton  goods  sod  yarn 

Loal  sugar        

Tea         

Cloth  and  woollens      ... 

Candles   ...        

Other  articles    

886 

82,176 

2,981 

86 

8,168 

£ 

60,299 
32,963 
8,948 
1,684 
4,228 
61,782 

844 

23,434 

1,876 

148 

2,054 

4 

6»,478 

29.206 

7,600 

8,242 

8,038 

48.768 

Total       

169,838 

... 

161,221  , 
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Table  13.— Rbtubn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of   Rabat 
during  the  Year  1894. 


Em 


Baffin*. 

Steam. 

Total. 

NttkaaHtjr. 

Vnmberof 
Vessels. 

Tom. 

Number  of 
Vessel*. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British       

French       w       _ 

Spanish 

man 

Portuguese. 

Swedish      „. 

7 
1 

1 

147 
89 

948 
114 

19 

29 

25 

9 

14,463 

22,088 

10,506 

5,858 

26 
80 
26 

9 
12 

1 

14,600 

22,127 

10,605 

6,856 

848 

114 

Total      

„   lor  the  year 
preceding 

21 
8 

698 
270 

82 
78 

52,852 
58,004 

103 
81 

58,050 
58,274 

ClXABSD. 


Sailing. 

Steam, 

TotaL 

Nationality. 

Number  of        T__. 
Vessels.     1      ToM' 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British       

French       

Spanish 

German      ...       ... 

Portuguese... 
Swedish     M 

6       1         126 

1        |           89 

ii      !       aia 

1        1          114 

19               14,463 
29               22,038 
25        i       10,505 
8        1         6,008 

i      Z 

25 
30 
26 

8 
11 

1 

14.579 

22,127 

10,506 

6,008 

819 

114 

Total      

„   for  the  year 
preceding 

19                648 
8                270 

81 
78 

62,004 
58,004 

100 
81 

52,652 
68,274 

Report  on  the  Trade  and  Navigation  of  Rabat  in  the  Year  1895. 

Notwithstanding  serious  drawbacks,  foremost  of  which   has  General 
been  the  disturbed  state  of  the  country  during  the  whole  of  the  review, 
year  under  review,  the  trade  of  this  port  has  not  only  maintained 
its  position,  but  has  made  marked  progress  in  the  import  branch, 
showing  a  growing  demand  for  the  staple  articles  of  consumption, 
and  an  improved  enquiry  for  fancy  goods.      The  visitation  of 
locusts  and  the  variation  of  the  rate  of  exchange,  often  sudden  and 
defying  calculation,  have  also  produced  an  appreciable  adverse 
effect,  against  which  may  be  mentioned  the  visit  of  the  Court  in         / 
the  autumn,  with  an  unusually  large  gathering  of  the  various 
tribes  called  together  by  the  Sultan  previous  to  his  march  to 
Marrakesh,  which  gave  increased  life  to  the  demand  for  all  classes 
of  goods,  but  more  especially  for  such  articles  as  sugar,  tea,  and 
candles,  the  landings  of  which  have    overtopped   all  previous 
records. 

Turning  to  the  statistics,  hereto  attached,  and  premising  that  Aggregate 
specie  is  invariably  excluded  from  the  tables,  it  appears  that  the  inA*- 
aggregate  trade  of  this  port  has  reached  the  sum  of  195,455/.,  of 
which  Great  Britain  is  credited  with  rather  over  one-half,  France 
under  one-third,  and  Germany  exactly  one-eighth.  The  propor- 
tions in  1894  were : — Great  Britain,  45  J  per  cent. ;  France,  28£  per 
(2260)  o 


Digitized  by  LiOOQ IC 


32 


MOBOCOO, 


Export  trade. 


British 
import*. 


cent ;  and  Germany,  26£  per  cent.  The  position  of  Great  Britain 
Import  trade,  is  further  improved  when  we  turn  to  the  import  branch,  where  we 
find  the  share  of  each  country  in  the  total  of  167,362/.  is  as 
follows : — Great  Britain,  93,805!,  or  56  per  cent  (against  47  per 
cent,  in  1894);  France,  50,698/.,  or  30  per  cent,  (against  22$  per 
cent  in  1894)  ;  and  Germany,  19,334/.,  or  11$  per  cent,  (against 
30  per  cent  in  1894).  The  decline  in  German  trade  is  apparent 
only,  and  arises  from  a  large  exceptional  import  of  war  material 
in  1894.  In  reality,  as  will  subsequently  be  pointed  out,  German 
trade  has  not  declined. 

The  export  branch  is  represented  by  a  total  sum  of  28,093/., 
one  of  the  smallest  on  record.  Great  Britain  has  taken  8,570/.,  or 
30$  per  cent,  (against  32  per  cent,  in  1894) ;  France,  10,221/.,  or 
36$  per  cent  (against  53$  per  cent,  in  1894);  and  Germany, 
17$  per  cent,  (against  10$  per  cent  in  1894). 

British  import  trade  has  improved  upon  the  preceding  year  by 
13,964/.,  equal  to  17$  per  cent.,  representing  increased  landings  of 
cottons,  tea,  candles,  cotton  oil,  tin-plates,  &c.  No  inroad  on  this 
trade  has  been  made  by  any  other  country,  the  British  manu- 
facturer having  proved  himself  able  to  more  than  hold  his  own  in 
a  country  where  no  one  nation  enjoys  any  special  privilege. 
British  trade,  as  in  past  years,  has  been  much  favoured  by  toe 
regular  steam  communication  maintained  with  London,  the  im- 
portance of  which,  in  fostering  and  developing  business  relations, 
cannot  be  over-estimated. 

French  imports  have  gained  12,450/.,  equal  to  33  per  cent. ; 
owing  mainly  to  the  continued  expansion  of  the  loaf-sugar  trade, 
the  quantity  of  which  from  French  ports  has  attained  the  un- 
precedented total  of  close  upon  2,000  tons.  With  the  exception 
of  an  import  of  about  40  tons  from  Belgium  and  Germany  all  the 
sugar  imported  is  French. 

Germany  continues  to  furnish  cloth  and  woollen  tissues,  hard- 
ware, glass,  and  a  number  of  minor  imports  to  this  market,  and 
with  the  improved  steam  communication  recently  established  by 
the  Oldenburg  Steamship  Company  with  Hamburg,  there  ia<  a 
probability  of  a  steady  growth  in  the  trade.  Deducting  ttie  ex- 
ceptional item  of  war  material  from  the  sum  of  Genriaik  imposts 
for  1894,  the  amount  is  reduced  to  19,242/.,  almost  identical  with 
that  for  the  year  under  review,  namely,  19,334/.  : , ».  > 

The  decline  in  the  value  of  exports,  amounting  to  8,400iv  equal 
to  23  per  cent  less  than  in  1894,  has  its  origin  in  diofcinistod 
shipments  of  wool,  beeswax,  and  skins.  British  exports  art  leas 
by  3,165/.,  or  27  per  cent,  and  French  by  10,637/.,  or  51  percent, 
while  German  are  better  by  1,109/.,  or  28  per  cent  Genbany  has 
taken  more  wool  and  maintained  her  demand  for  beeswax  md 
carpets.  The  shipment  of  266  cases  of  eggs,  value  798/.;  for 
London,  marks  the  opening  of  a  new  branch  of  titwfe,  which 
promises  to  attain  growing  proportions.  

The  shipping  returns  call  for  no  special  remark.  The  tirade  is 
at  present  admirably  conducted  by  the  British,  French,  and  German 
established  lines,  and  leaves  nothing  to  be  desired  in  punctuality 
and  efficiency.  t   .  j ) 


Franco 
imports. 


German 
imports. 


Fall  in  export 
trade. 


Eggs. 
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Table  16.— Return  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Eabat  from  and  to  Foreign  Countries 
during  the  Years  1895-94 


Country. 

Import*. 

Exports. 

1895. 

1894. 

1896. 

1894. 

Great  Britain 

France 

Germany 

Spain  and  other  coun- 
tries   

£ 

98,805 
50,698 
19,884 

8,525 

£ 

79,841 
88,248 
50,662 

1,087 

£ 

8,570 

10,221 

4,984 

4,818 

£ 
11,785 
20,868 

8,875 

26 

Total     .. 

167,862 

169,888 

28,098 

86,498 

Table  17. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Eabat 
during  the  Years  1895-94. 


Articles. 

Cwta. 
Bales       ... 

it 

1896. 

1894. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Valot. 

Wool       

Woollen  good! 

Goatskins 

Other  article*    M. 

6,664 
217 
686 

£ 
11,746 
9,604 
2.062 
4,791 

8,448 
194 
906 

4 
18,896 
10,166 
1,604 
6,890 

Total       

... 

28,096 

- 

66,496 

Kettjbn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Eabat  during  the 
Years  1895-94. 


Articles. 

Bales       .- 
Cwts.      _ 
Chests     ... 
Bales       ... 
Cwts. 

1896. 

1894. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cotton  goods  and  jam 

Loaf  sugar        

Tea          

Cloth  and  woollens     ... 

Candles 

Other  articles    

840 

47,112 

8,078 

149 

4,677 

4 
64,061 
46,794 
9,626 
7,017 
8,042 
62,126 

886 

82,176 

2,981 

66 

8,168 

4 

60.299 

62,966 

8,946 

1,686 

J*228 
61,782 

Total       

... 

167,662 

... 

169,868 
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Table  18.— Ebturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Rabat  during 

the  Year  1895. 


lUIHiiy 

Stan. 

Total* 

HatfcoaalUj.                          i 

Momborof 
Veaeele. 

Tom. 

Number  of 
Veeetle. 

Tone. 

Ikitfafa        ...       ...          m 

German     ...       «. 
French      ...       „J         .- 
8to*nW»      M                      6 
ifertpgiMM...       ...             8 

108 
194 

25 
21 
28 
28 

18,872 
14,196 
14.142 
10,784 

26 
21 

28 
34 
8 

18,872 
14,196 
14,142 
10.842 
194 

Total      14                802 

M  lor  the  year 

preceding      ...           21                698 

102 
82 

57.444 
52,852 

116 

67,746 
58.050 

C leaked. 


8ailiog. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Veawle. 

Tom. 

Number  of  |      T 
Vessels.    |       Iwn"* 

Number  of        mA_. 
Veeeels.          ToM- 

Britkh       ...       ... 

German     

Vtench 

Seaaith      

Pnrugaeee... 

**6 
8 

108 
194 

25 
21 
28 
28 

18,372 
14,196 
14,142 
10,784 

25              18,872 
21               14,196 
28               14,142 
84        *       10,842 
8        J            194 

Total      

„  for  the  year 
preceding 

14 
19 

802 
648 

102 
81 

67,444 
52,004 

116        i       67,746 
100        I       62,652 

Mazagan. 

Appended  hereto  will  be  found  the  trade  statistics  for  the 
port  of  Mazagan  for  the  two  years  under  review. 

Large  clandestine  importations  of  Philippines,  a  debased  coinage  Smuggling  of 
in  half-dollar  and  half -peseta  pieces,  enabled  the  merchants  to  debased  coins, 
reap  a  rich  profit  at  the  expense  of  the  natives,  who  thought 
they  were  receiving  better  value  for  their  produce  than  they 
could  obtain  at  the  other  ports,  where  the  commercial  commu- 
nities refused  to  have  anything  to  say  to  this  coinage,  and 
discouraged  its  importation. 

Beyond  this  observation,  the  late  Vice-Consul  had  nothing  of 
interest  to  report  which  has  not  been  said  recently  in  previous 
Consular  Trade  Reports. 

The  British  Vice-Consul  at  Mazagan,  Mr.  Redman,  died  on  Death  of  Yice- 
April  6  of  this  year,  to  the  very  great  regret  of  his  colleagues  and  £°j}"* 
compatriots.      For  upwards  of  23  years  he  had  held  the  post  ot 
British  Vice-Consul  with  much  ability  and  single-mindedness. 
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Table  21.— Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Mazagan 
during  the  Tear  1894. 


Saffinf. 

fttrim 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 

YMMlt. 

Ton*. 

Number  of 

YlMJI. 

Tout. 

Number* 
Veasato. 

Tom. 

British       

French       _       M. 

German     ... 
Spaniah      .„       ... 
Dank*       -. 
Portuaueee... 

• 
"42 

01 

... 

461 

i»2 

178 
110 

42 
61 
41 
90 

11,141 
88,088 
26>66 
68,181 

48 
6t 
41 

m 
1 
2 

81,804 
86,068 
80,066 
61,788 
178 
110 

ToUl       ...       ... 

„  for  the  year 
preceding 

4.808 

2B0 

188,040 

281 
271 

107,ttt 
144,708 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

TotaL 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Veeeeli. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tom. 

Number  of 
Vessel! . 

Tone. 

British,       ...       ... 

French       .« 

German     

Spanish      ...       „ 

Danish       

Portuguese*. 

0 

42 

1 
2 

468 

8,662 
178 
110 

42 
61 
41 
80 

81,841 
88,068 

80,066 
68,181 

48 

61 
41 
188 

21,804 
88,088 
86,066 
61,788 
178 
110 

Total      ...       _ 
„   for  the  year 
preceding 

61 

4^08 

280 

108,040 

281 

277 

187,948 
144,708 

Table  22.— Rbtubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Mazagan 
during  the  Yeara  1894-93. 


1804. 

1898. 

Articles. 

Cwte. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Almonds 

2,068 

4,708 

7,029 

4 
16,268 

Beaut 

Quarters... 

48,976 

48,976 

46,066 

67,661 

Barley     

tt 

166 

100 

19,196 

1M10 

Garbaoto*        

„        ... 

11324 

28^48 

8,190 

19,070 

Goatskins         

Cwta. 

141 

282 

668 

1,074 

Maise      ...       ...       M 

Wool,  Washed 

Quartan ... 
Cvrti. 

28,260 
920 

22,097 
8,080 

00,870  . 
1,646 

40,600 
6,684 

tt     8Tr*»iy     »~       ••• 

Wheat,     ...       

Wax        ...       

„ 

10,727 

21,464 

8,114 

16,228 

Quarten... 
Owtt. 

1,010 

6,664 

9,096 
940 

6,094 

Other  artielei    

... 

... 

80,888 

~ 

76,070 

Total       

... 

216,290 

... 

270,764 
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RfrOBN  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Mazagan  during  the 

Yean  1894-93. 


Bal«       .„ 

CwU.      .« 

„          ... 

Bozm 

Batoa       ... 

1999. 

1999. 

• 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Vatae. 

oKS.rf  :::   ~ 

inm        ~      

8acaz,loaf       -.       _ 

Tlnplitan           m«       ... 
WooUto  doth    .« 

Saeda      .. 

Other  aitklet    «.       .- 

1,009 

1,919 

90 

99,199 

1^90 

*I97 

£ 
00,490 

2,799 

77 

99,499 

9,170 

1BJ700 
91,290 
20,994 

1,100 

1,947 

9,999 

29,964 

9,  t06 

940 

998 

4 
92,900 

9,116 

1,979 
99,990 

9,224 
406 
92,900 
99,6*0 
20,999 

Total       .„       ... 

199,941 

~ 

296,792 

Table  23.— Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Mazagan  from  and  to  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1894-93. 


I         Country  v 

Export*. 

Imports. 

1894~ 

1898. 

1894. 

1898. 

fast  Britain  .. 

fraaoa 

Otmanj 

Spain    .. 

Belgium 
Portagal 

£ 

72  991 
26,988 
20,482 
92,582 

8,805 

£ 

189,817 

82,208 

4,928 

88,578 

7,228 

£ 

109,827 

41,927 

16,917 

14  986 

5,784 

•  • 

£ 

187,878 
55,498 
18,829 
12,810 
11,247 
•  • 

Total    „ 

218,296 

270,754 

188,841 

285,762 
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Table  26.— Return  of  all   Shipping  at  the  Port  of,  Mazagan 
during  the  Year  1895. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

TotaL 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vossele. 

TOM. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tom. 

British 
French       «, 

German      

Spanish      

Norwegian... 
Portuguese 

2 

a 

8 

4 

261 

1,822 
417 
4S6 

42 

47 

~     66 

61 

1 

27,802 
11,188 
46,86ft 
24,027 
878 

44 

47 
66 
76 

4 
4 

27,868 

81,186 

461886 

26,848 

780 

488 

Total       ...       ... 

, ,    tor  the  year 
preceding 

28 

2,489 

208 

128,182 

228 

281 

181,818 
187,848 

Clbabbd. 


■   Sailing. 

Steam. 

'TooL 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tone. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tone. 

British 
Frenoh       ... 
German     ,~ 

Spanish      , 

Norwegian 

Portuguese. 

2 

14 
2 

.  4 

261 

l',822 
417 
486 

42 

47 

66 

61 

1 

27,802 
21,186 
46,866 
24,027    - 
278  ■ 

44 

47 
66 

76 

4 

4 

27,868 
81,186 
46,886 
26,848 
780 
488 

Total      ... 
M    for  fee  year 
preoedtng      „ 

28 

2,488 

208 

128,182    |        228 

181,818 
-187,848 

Table  27.— Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Mazagan 
during  the  Years  1895-94 


Articles. 

■      .'T-l     ....... 

1886. 

1804. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Almonds  .v 

Btnnn      ...       ...       ,.. 

Eggs        _       ...        ... 

Canary  seed      

Garbansos*         

Goatskins          

Wool,  washed    ... 

Wax        .*.       

Other  articles    ... 

1,888 

68,641 

8,888 

18,114 

4,888 

676 

16,784 

860 

18,416 

870 

A 

8,642 
68,641 
18,888 

4,286 
11,20 

1,788 
17,798 

8,640 
20,122 

2,220 
42,284 

2,868 

48,867 

8,616 

8,447 

11,824 

141 

28,200 

920 

10,727 

1,010 

A 

4J68 
48,976 
16,476 

8,447  • 
28,648 
282 
22,087 

8,880 
21,464 

6,664 
61,016 

Total       ...       ... 

•* 

184J88 

216,288 
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Ksturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Mazagan  during  the 

Years  1896-94 


ArtklM. 

Bales       ... 

Cwte.       w 

tt          ••• 

Boxes     ... 

Bales       I 

1866. 

1894, 

Quantity. 

Valne. 

Qnantittr. 

Value. 

Cottoa  goods     ...       ... 

Candles M 

Iron        .«       m 

Sugar,  loaf        

Tea         ...       

Tlnsiates  »•       .„       ... 
Woollen  doth    «•       »„ 
Specie      m*       ...       ••• 
Other  articles    ... 

1,261 

6,186 

762 

47,046 

1,086 

240 

106 

£ 
106,280 

•% 

47,048 
6,649 
192 
8,240 
16,680/ 
28,264 

1,006 

1.919 

90 

26,162 

290 

187 

£ 
80,480 
2,762 
77 
62,488 
2470 

18y?00 
81,260 
20,964 

Totsl       

... 

•" 

211,066 

#*• 

188^41 

Table  28. — Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Mazagan  from  and  to  Foreign  Countries 
during  the  Years  1895-94. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1895. 

1894. 

1895. 

1894. 

Great  Britain  .. 

France  

Germany 

Spain    ••        ••        •• 

Belgiam          .. 
Portugal          ••        .. 

£ 

97,889 
18,570 
25,021 
48,902 

8,300 

£ 

72,991 
28,988 
20,482 
92,582 

8,805 

£ 

128,187 

48,814 

9,982 

8,229 

21,078 

•  • 

£ 

109,827 

41,927 

18,917 

144*88 

5,784 

•  • 

Total     .. 

188,482 

218,298 

211,085 

188,841 

Saffi. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Hunot  bewails  the  effects  of  locusts,  and  the 
inter-tribal  warfare. 

The  latter  has  particularly  affected  the  recovery  of  a  laige  Large 
number  of  outstanding  debts  owed  by  country  people.      Large  outstanding 
sums  of  money  are  involved,  and  it  is  hoyjed  that  as  the  central deb4i* 
government  becomes  stronger  matters  will  improve. 

From  my  knowledge  of  the  trade  of  Saffi,  I  must  express 
the  opinion  that  a  portion  of  it  is  of  a  highly  speculative 
description. 

The  most  satisfactory  feature  in  Saffi  trade  is  the  fact  of  about  Preponder- 
three  quarters  of  its  entire  bulk  being  British,  as  will  be  seen  by  SJjyf  *-*! 
the  accompanying  table  of  statistics  :—  * 
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Table  31. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  at  Saffi  during 
the  Years  1894-93. 


1 

Article*.             ; 

1884, 

1898. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

« 

Candle* „ 

Cwts. 

2,196 

3,848 

1,490 

2,980 

Cioih       .* 

Rates 

65 

2,690 

60 

2,000 

Coffee      w       

Cwti. 

70 

36Q 

48 

240 

Cotton  goods     

Bales       ... 

1,065 

28,450 

924 

20,690 

Dull       

Planks     ... 

3,870 

865 

19,750 

4,938 

Earthenware     ... 

Boxes 

106 

200 

M. 

Glassware          

309 

550 

192 

384 

Iron— 

Scrap 

Tons 

108 

540 

128 

1,140 

Swedish         

t»          •- 

120 

1,560 

276 

3,312 

Matches 

Gross 

1,800 

85 

... 

... 

Metal  ware       

Cases 

325 

964 

50 

340 

Nails       m 

Cwts. 

86 

86 

60 

50 

Paper      

tt 

210 

210 

... 

... 

Paraffin  ... 

Cases 

570 

145 

133 

75 

Bice 

C*ts. 

122 

90 

«.. 

... 

Silks        ...        

Bales 

21 

575 

23 

700 

Spices      

Cwm. 

460 

920 

326 

843 

Spirits,  wine,  gin,  and  ( 
beer     ...       M       \ 

Casks  and) 
eases      J 

164 

615 

197 

353 

Steel       „ 

Sugar— 
Loaf     

Cwts. 

160 

135 

220 

276 

28,120 

32,820 

36,707 

45,884 

Baw     ... 

48 

55 

32 

35 

Te»          

Lbs. 

83,680 

6,580 

118,466 

8,884 

Sundries M 

... 

... 

1,480 

... 

2,615 

Specie      m 

... 

... 

10,000 

... 

Total       

87,808 

... 

95,738 

Table  32. — Keturn  of   Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Saffi 
during  the  Years  1894-93. 


Articles. 

1894. 

1893. 

. 

Cwts. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity.    | 

Value. 

Almonds  «.       

404 

4 
808 

1,284 

A 
2,668 

Barley 

Quarters  ... 

190 

95 

67.484 

40,490 

Beam       ...       ... 

ii        ••• 

81,536 

73,385 

61,952 

61.962 

Beeswax 

Cwts. 

655 

3.930 

256 

1,176 

Canary  teed       

„           ... 

7,830 

4,698 

913 

593 

CummiD  seed     

1,995 

2,494 

908 

1,135 

Kggs        ...       ...       _ 

t, 

69 

85 

40    .    I 

'60 

Goats'-bair        — 

360 

430 

106        ' 

125 

,,     »kins        

298 

894 

620 

1,876 

Gum        ...       «. 

1,060 

2,100 

654        , 

1,052 

Malse       ...       ...       _ 

Qttarters  ... 

10,110 

8,088 

16,130       ' 

12,604 

OUreofl   ... 

Tuns 

13 

390 

352        i 

10,208 

Peas        ...       »•       ~ 

Quarters  ... 

2,860 

4,275 

i,670        ! 

2,837 

•tt)M»S           ... 

Cwts. 

... 

M. 

35 

170 

Sheepskins        *• 

,, 

1,716 

2,674 

5,4<M> 

8,195 

Wheat     ...       «m 

Quarters ... 

... 

M. 

1,004 

1,256 

Wool- 

w»«h*d ... 

Cwts. 

5,343 

16,069 

8,400        ! 

25,200 

Greasy  —      —      ... 

„ 

620 

1,250 

520 

1,050 

Specie      ... 

.„ 

v 

1,500 

! 

... 

Totsi        ...       _ 

~ 

123,086 

- 

172,336 
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Table  33.— Ketukn  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Goods  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Saffi  (with  Countries  of  Destination 
and  Origin)  during  the  Years  1894-93. 


Country. 

Exporli. 

Imports. 

1894.                1893. 

1894.               1S93. 

Great  Britain  .. 
Belgium 

France 

Germany 

Holland 

Portugal 

Spain 

Sweden  and  Norway   ,. 

£                                 £ 

103,771            140,778 

6,962              10,720 
6,331              13,238 

1,960       i         6,630 
6,058       !            970 

■  ii  ' 

£ 

44,429 

18,360 

13,5»7 

2,160 

6.872 
2,480 

88,838 

34,114 

10,t$66 

3,810 

"60 
8,250 

Total     .. 

123,086            172,886 

i 

87,808 

95,788 

Table  34. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Saffi  during 

the  Year  1894. 


EVTBSSD. 


Steam. 

|              Benin*. 

Total. 

MattonaUtj. 

1 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tone. 

1  Number  of 
•     Vessels. 

Tone. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British       

44 

30,331 

!              3 

454 

47 

30,785 

Danish 

12 

1,354 

12 

1  654 

French       

18 

18,430 

1 

... 

18 

13,430 

German      

18 

12,140 

1          ... 

... 

13 

12,140 

Norwegian  M. 

2 

714 

I              1 

205 

3 

919 

Portuf  ueee 

... 

... 

3 

397 

3 

337 

Russian      

... 

2 

2&6 

2 

286 

Spanish      

28 

10,018 

I 

113 

24 

10,131 

Total       

100 

68,688 

1           22 

3,009 

122 

69  642 

„   forthejear 

l 

preceding 

104 

73,637 

!        4° 

5,948 

m 

79,585 

CtBABlD. 


Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tone. 

Number  of  !      -.___ 
Vessels.          ToM* 

Number  of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

Danish       

French       

German      

Norwegian 

Portuguese... 

Spanish      2 

45 

18 
13 
2 

28 

80,698 

137430 

12,140 

714 

10,018 

3 
13 

"*2 
3 
2 

1 

454 

1,771 

"329 
397 
286 
118 

48 
18 
18 
13 
4 
3 
2 
24 

31,162 

1.771 

13,430 

12,140 

1,043 

897 

286 

10,131 

Total       

„  Jbr  the  year 
preceding 

101 
108 

67,000 
78,270 

24 
88 

8,850 
6,607 

126 
141 

70,360 
78,877 

(2260; 
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Table  37.— Bitubn  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Goods  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Saffi  (with  Countries  of  Destination 
and  Origin)  during  the  Years  1895-94. 


Bxporta. 

Import*. 

'Country. 

1895. 

1894. 

1895. 

1894. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Great  Britain  .. 

92,850 

103,771 

48,248 

44,429 

Belgium          •  • 

•  • 

.. 

28,092 

18,380 

France  , 

11,089 

8,982 

5,673 

18,507 

Germany 

8,780 

5,334 

5,091 

2,180 

Holland 

. . 

. , 

5,400 

.. 

Portugal 

1,760 

1,980 

, . 

. , 

Spain 

2,860 

5,058 

1,280 

8,872 

Sweden  and  Norway   .  • 

.. 

2,500 

2,480 

United  States  of  America 

6,880 

•• 

•  • 

Total     .. 

120,139 

123,085 

98,279 

87,808 

Table  38. — Kbturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Imports  at  Saffi 
during  the  Years  1895-94. 


! 

Artie!*. 

ISM. 

'                     1894. 

1 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

1 

1 

Candles j  Cwts.       ... 

i,m 

1,968 

2,196    ' 

8,816 

Cloth       Bate 

27 

1,100 

l               • 

2,690 

Coffee      ...       —       .J  Cwts. 

104 

468 

1               70 

650 

Confectionery •     t, 

51 

76 

... 

... 

Cotton  goods     ... 

Bales       ... 

1-805 

61,761 

1,066 

28,460 

Dealt      ... 

Planks     ... 

61 

16 

6,870 

965 

Earthenware     ... 

Boxes 

71 

160 

106 

200 

Glassware 

... 

186 

680 

609 

550 

Iron—                           ( 

Bar      ...       ...       ...;  Tone 

350 

2,600 

120 

1,660 

8crap  ...       ...       ...|     „          — 

158 

840 

108 

640 

Hatches -  Gross 

4,160 

466 

1,600 

85 

Metal  ware        „.       _ 

Cases 

170 

1,860 

626 

964 

Naile 

Cwis. 

118 

68 

86 

86 

Paper      

it          ••• 

180 

180 

210 

210 

Parafln  ...       ...       m. 

Casee 

M0 

260 

1             570 

146 

Bto        - 

Cwts. 

424 

280 

!             122 

90 

flOke       .. 

Bales       ... 

17 

864 

21 

676 

Spices      M .. 

Cwu. 

863 

726 

460 

920 

Spirit*,  wine,  and  beer... 

Casks  and 

1 

cases 

216 

469 

,              164 

615 

Steel       ...       »~ 

Cwts. 

MO 

160 

'              160 

166 

Sugar— 

i 

Leaf     

' 

•7,4*0 

67,490 

26,120 

82,620 

Raw     «. 

M                            .«• 

70 

66 

49 

65 

Tea 

L&. 

122,200 

7,126 

86,680 

6,680 

Sundries  —»       ...       ... 

... 

... 

2,640 

... 

1.480 

Specie     ... 

... 

... 

4,800 

«• 

10,000 

Total 

... 

... 

96,279 

... 

87,808 
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Table  39.— Return  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Saffi 
during  the  Years  1895-94 


Articles. 


Almonds . 
Barley     . 


Beeswax  ... 
Canary-wed 
Cummin-seed 
Eggs        ... 
Fenugreek  . 
Goats'- hair 

.,     skins 
Gum 

Hides      ... 
Maize 
Olireoll  ... 
Peas 
Boats 
Sheepskins 
Wool,  washed 

„    greasy 
Sundries  ... 
Specie      ... 

Total... 


Cwts. 
Quarters  . 


,, 

60,920 

Cwts. 

262 

„                            .M 

5,680 

„                            ... 

1,870 

4 

tl                            »•• 

864 

262 

„                             ... 

1,809 

11 

1,110 

».                            ... 

281 

Quarters  ... 
Tuns 

10,415 
8 

Quarters  ... 
Cwts. 

602 

26 

..., 


1896. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


668 


1,720 
4,4ft  I 

1,020 


4 
1,278 

60,920 

1,884 

2,840 

1,712 

6 

127 

680 

7,286 

2,220 

462 

9,370 

266 

1,204 

66 

2,880 

18,353 

2,040 

'21,770 


120,139 


1194. 


Quantity. 


404 
190 

81,535 
666 

7,830 


1,060 

10,110 

13 

2,660 

1,716 

6,848 

623 


Value. 


96 

71,386 
8,980 
4,696 
2,494 
86 

"430 

894 

2,100 

8,08S 

890 

4,276 

2,674 
16,069 
1,260 

1,500 


128,085 


Table  40.— Eeturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Saffi  during 
the  Year  1895. 


EmiiDi 


Nationality. 

8team. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Toot. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British       

Danish 
French 
German 

Spanish      

Swedish  and  Nor- 
wegian   ... 

41 

16 
27 
33 

2 

119 

100 

25,822 

10**483 
22,962 
12,625 

1,089 

2 

7 

... 
... 

868 
855 

... 
... 

43 
7 

16 
27 
88 

2 

26,180 
836 
10,438 
23,962 
12,626 

1,089 

Total       

„   for  the  year 
preceding 

72,831 
66,683 

9 
22 

1,193 
3,009 

128 
122 

74,024 
69,642 

CUAUD. 


Nationality. 

Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British       M.       ... 

Banish 

French 

German      

8pani*h      

Swedish  and  Nor- 
wegian     

41 

16 
27 
83 

2 

26.822 

10,4*83 
22,962 
12,525 

1,089 

2 

6 

::; 

... 

858 
786 

::* 

... 

48 

6 
16 
27 
88 

2 

26, 160 
786 
10,488 
22,962 
12,626 

1,089 

Total       

„   for  the  year 
preceding 

119 
101 

72,831 
67,000 

8 
24 

1,098 
8,860 

127 
126 

73,924 
70,860 
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MOGADOR. 

In  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Johnston's  report  on  the  trade  of  Mogador  AYengetitde 
for  the  year  1894,  he  calls  attention  to  its  average  annual  value  G00*00** 
being  about  500,000/.,  Great  Britain's  share  of  which  varies  from 
50  to  75  per  cent. 

The  bulk  of  this  trade  is  not  carried  on  by  locally  established 
firms,  but  by  means  of  direct  shipments  from  London  and 
Manchester  houses  on  very  elastic  credit. 

These   facilities  have   been   grossly  abused ;    in   some  cases  Abate  of 
goods  obtained  on  credit  have  been  sold  below  cost  to  raise  funds  credi1, 
for  reckless  speculation  in  produce. 

A  great  number  of  local  traders  stopped  payment  during 
1894.  Many  of  these  had  for  years  been  living  on  British  capital, 
and  have  had  the  assurance  to  offer  compositions  of  15,  and  as 
little  as  8  per  cent,  payable  by  instalments.  Mr.  Johnston 
rightly  deems  it  his  duty  to  emphasise  these  facts,  and  believes 
that  the  collapse  of  local  credit  is  a  healthy  sign,  as  it  may  lead 
to  home  firms  confining  their  transactions  to  houses  of  undoubted 
standing. 

The  total  imports  and  exports  for  the  year  amounted  to  Imports  and 
518,355/.,  of  which  England's  share  was  45  per  cent.  export* 

The  currency  of  {Southern  Morocco  is  described  by  Mr.  Ctomacj. 
Johnston  as  being  in  a  deplorable  condition.  About  half  the 
current  money  consisted  of  "  holey  pesetas,"  which,  at  the  end  of 
the  year  were  at  a  discount  of  12  per  cent,  from  Alfonso  coins. 
One-third  consisted  of  Hassanee,  or  new  Moorish  coins,  and  the 
balance  was  made  up  of  a  variety  of  debased  coins.  This  condition  of 
affair  has  not  been  improved  by  the  smuggling  into  the  country  of 
Philippine  money,  which  is  at  a  heavy  discount  in  Spain.  Mr 
Johnston  points  out  how  deleterious  to  trade  is  this  condition  of 
the  currency. 

Owing  to  the  collapse  of  authority  following  on  the  death  of  Collapse  of 
the  late  Sultan,  Mulai  Hassan,  tribesmen  who  owed  money  to  "  J^^g/1- 
merchants  took  advantage  of  the  state  of  the  country  to  ignore  soltao. 
their  debts.    This,  of  course,  caused  great  inconvenience  to  the 
creditors. 

Another  result  of  the  prevailing  anarchy  was  that  arms  and 
ammunition  fetched  very  high  prices,  which  tended  to  encourage 
the  smuggling  of  these  articles. 

Mr.  Johnston  states  that  beeswax  received  from  the  country  Adulteration 
is  still  largely  adulterated  in  Mogador  with  paraffin ;  other  articles  of  Produee- 
are  adulterated  in  the  interior,  for  instance:  sweet  almonds  with 
bitter,  goatskius  with  manure,  sandarac  with  sand,  and  olive .  oil 
with  salt  and  water. 

"With  reference  to  the  above  facts  stated  by  Mr.  Johnston,  I  Biurine* 
am  of  the  opinion  that  if  a  British  mercantile  house  possessing  °Penin* 
capital  were  to  establish  itself  at  Mogador,  determined  to  carry 
on  a  straightforward  and  honest  business  on  a  cash  basis,  it  would 
before  long  not  only  improve  the  character  of  Mogador  for  com- 
mercial honesty  in  the  home  market,  but  also  reap  considerable 
pecuniary  benefit  for  itself. 
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I  append  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Johnston's  report  for  1895 : — 

Table  41. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Mogador  during 

the  Year  1894 


Steam. 

Sailing.                              Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

> 
Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British       

Danish       

French       ...       „. 
German 

Moorish     

Portuguese.. . 
Spanish 

16 

*82 
89 

1 

88 

12,907 

24^180 

86,802 

1,000 

20^846 

*72 

167 

16 
1 

82 

89 
1 
1 

88 

12,907 

72 

24,180 

86,602 

1,080 

167 

20,846 

Total       

„  for  the  fear 
preceding  ... 

126 
100 

94,685 
88,920 

2 
7 

289 
688 

128 
107 

94,924 
84,*** 

Clkabid. 


Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

tm. 

BrltUh 
Danish 
French 

German     

Moorish     

Portuguese... 
Spanish      

16 

82 
89 

1 

*88 

12,907 

24^*180 

86,802 

1,000 

20,846 

*1 

*72 

16 

1 
82 
89 

1 

*88 

12,907 

72 

24,180 

86,802 

1,000 

20,846 

Total      

„  tor  the  year 
preceding  ... 

126 
100 

94,685 
88,920 

1 
7 

72 
688 

127 
107 

94,757 
84,568 

Table  42.— Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from 
Mogador  during  the  Years  1894-93. 


Artlelss. 

Tons 
Quarters ... 

Tons 
„         ... 

CiSts.     !" 

Cases 

Doaen     ... 
Tons 

Quarters ... 
Tuns 
Tons 

Cases       m. 
Tons 
„ 

Packages  ... 

Tons 
„          ... 

1894. 

1898. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Almonds «.       ...       -. 
Barley     ...       „ 
Beans      

BofSWSF  ...          „.          m. 

Calfskins...       ...       ... 

Citrons    «.       

Cummin  seed    ...       m. 

Eggs       ...       ...       ... 

Goatskins 

Gums      ...       ... 

Maize      

Olive  oil...       

Orris  root...       m 

Ostrioh  feathers... 

Sandarac „• 

Sesame 

Sheepskins       ...       ~ 

Sundries  _       _ 

Wool- 
Washed         „•       „ 
In  grease       ...       ... 

Specie  and  bullion 

824 

9,172 

274 

181 

88 

676 

1,820 

78,025 

98 

9,258 

911 

5 

1 

208 

82 

155 

4,711 

169 
106 

4 
27,585 

9^172 

80,444 

6,480 

76 

676 

1,965 

41,502 

8,870 

MOO 

24*190 

200 

100 

12,800 

600 

8,800 

14,186 

8,460 
8,870 
88,162 

864 

10.028 

4,705 

198 

168 

127 

780 

1,180 

104,944 

114 

2,102 

967 

10 
282 

198 

980 

74 
87 

« 

84160 
6,014 
4,117 

19,800 
7,490 

1*299 

66J60 

1,580 

29,019 

2,080 

6,885 

Ss 

8,700 
8.689 
69,642 

Total    ^       ~ 

... 

276^68 

~ 

271,168 
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Retden  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Mogador  during  the 

Years  1894-93. 


Article*. 

1894. 

1893. 

Strings    ... 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Amber  beads  ...       ...       ... 

6*0 

660 

2,400 

A 
4,800 

Bagging        ...       „       ... 

Bags 

32,000 

640 

68,000 

1,160 

Bear     M       ...       ... 

Dosen      ... 

920 

230 

2,328 

680 

Brut  placet,  Ac. 

Cwts. 

210 

672 

3*6 

1,168 

Candles 

Packets    ... 

311,000 

3,786 

179,300 

2,316 

Chemicals      

Tons 

!               <° 

1,200 

16 

568 

Cloth „       ... 

Yards      ... 

1 

... 

7,625 

1,506 

Cochineal       _ 

Cwu.       ... 

...• 

*90 

540 

Coffee „  '    ... 

tt          ••• 

500 

2,000 

314 

1,540 

Confectionery 

Tons 

It 

760 

21 

340 

Corals  and  pearls     

Packages... 

12 

1,000 

16 

1,168 

Cotton  goods  ...       m. 

Pieces      ... 

384,020 

91,793 

431,776 

107,812 

Cotton,  rair    ... 

Cwts. 

70 

280 

1*0 

640 

Deals   ...       ...       M.       ... 

Deals       ... 

1,880 

470 

3,041 

760 

Earthenware M 

Tons 

48 

1,107 

49 

1,276 

Emptr  casks  ... 

Tuns 

310 

620 

451 

902 

Olacs  and  glassware  ... 

Tons 

36 

1,160 

46 

1,500 

Hardware 

,. 

39 

1,960 

66 

9,155 

Hides w 

,. 

64 

4,430 

56 

3,160 

Iron  and  ironware   ... 

191 

2,730 

352 

8,386 

MaiHiw         m.       

Cwts.       Z 

605 

1,616 

538 

1,640 

Pepper 

Tons 

10 

400 

20 

900 

Petroleum      

tt            ... 

...* 

... 

24 

482 

Silk,  mannfactored  and  raw 

Packages ..'. 

*6l 

436 

116 

800 

Spsses  ...       ...       

ions 

9 

360 

32 

1,265 

Spirits  and  wines     „       ~ 
Smttonerf  and  cheap  brown 

Gallons    ... 

10,934 

2,018 

m  • 

... 

paper          ...       „ 

Tons 

27 

600 

66 

1,440 

Sugar  

*t           ••• 

2,849 

56,980 

2,155 

61,720 

Sundries        

Packages... 

4,987 

19,949 

3,980 

15,933 

Tea      ...       

Lbs. 

361,740 

18,860 

321,050 

16,052 

Tra-plates               

Tons 

141 

1,686 

24 

624 

Zinopeils       ...       

Dosen 

1,167 

235 

2,596 

865 

Specie  and  bunion 

... 

... 

28,847 

... 

11,404 

Total...       ~.       ... 

•" 

242,367 

247,699 

•  In  sundries. 


Table  43.— Tablb  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Mogador  from  and  to  Foreign  Countries 


during  the  Years  1894-93. 


Exports. 

Imports. 

Country. 

1894. 

1898. 

1894. 

1898. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Great      Britain     and 

Gibraltar 

86,844 

96,726 

149,768 

168,171 

Morocco  coast  . . 

44,999 

42,436 

8,460 

6,696 

Belgium 

.. 

•  • 

6,204 

1,684 

Franco 

68,688 

77,880 

68,844 

64,276 

Germany 

87,425 

44,800 

10,880 

18,928 

Portugal 

1,200 

1,800 

.. 

.. 

Spain 

47,882 

10,606 

8,786 

4,149 

Total     .. 

375,988 

272,708 

242,867 

247,699 
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Increase  of 

German 

tonnsge. 


MOGADOB,  1895. 

Vice-Consul  Johnston  reports  as  follows : — 

Shipping  and  Navigation. 

Save  in  one  particular  the  record  of  1895  shows  but  little 
variation  from  that  of  the  previous  year.  There  was  a  very  con- 
siderable increase  in  tonnage  of  German  shipping,  explained  by 
the  introduction  of  a  new  line  of  steamers,  the  "  Oldenburg,"  which 
have  called  at  this  port  once  or  twice  a  month. 

The  British,  French,  German,  and  Spanish  companies  described 
in  my  last  report  continued  to  do  the  bulk  of  the  carrying  trade. 


Apparent 
improvement. 


Large 

shipment  of 
specie. 


Prohibitive 
duties. 


Oene7*al  Review. 

Judging  from  the  gross  totals  of  imports  and  exports,  aggre- 
gating 653,215/1,  against  518,355/.  in  1894,  there  would  seem  to 
have  been  some  revival  from  the  depression  felt  in  1893-94  But 
any  improvement  was  rather  apparent  than  real,  the  total  being 
8 welled  by  an  unusually  large  exportation  of  specie,  150,136/., 
against  83,152/.  in  1894,  a  significant  indication  of  collapse  in  pro- 
duction. 

Doubtless  the  high  customs  duties  on  produce  have  done  much 
to  handicap  merchants  and  to  discourage  growers,  who,  under 
existing  circumstances,  find  it  impossible  to  compete  with  countries 
enjoying  easier  fiscal  conditions. 


England's 
share* 


France  and 
Germany. 


Spain. 


Distrib'iUion. 

England's  share  in  the  total  trade  continues  to  be  the  largest. 
Actually  greater  thanfin  1894,  255,893/.,  against  236,137/.,  it  is 
relatively  smaller,  being  about  39  per  cent,  of  the  whole,  whereas 
in  1894  it  reached  a  percentage  of  45. 

The  shares  of  France  and  Germany  have  increased  according  to 
the  statistics,  but  it  is  to  be  observed  that  a  good  deal  of  the 
merchandise  received  from  Hamburg,  and  of  the  produce  sent  to 
that  port,  was  merely  in  transhipment  from  and  to  London. 
Similarly  a  proportion  of  the  goat  skins  shipped  to  Marseilles  and 
London  were  destined  for  the  United  States. 

The  exports  to  Spain,  including  the  Canary  Islands,  consisted 
mostly  of  specie,  viz.,  Alfonso  dollars  for  remittance,  through 
banking-houses,  to  England,  in  payment  of  Manchester  and  other 
British  goods. 

English  Trade. 

This,  to  us  the  most  interesting  branch  of  the  subject,  was  so 
minutely  dealt  with  in  my  reports  for  1893-94  that  a  detailed 
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commentary  would  bo  mere  repetition.    Of  new  features  there  are 
few  worth  remarking. 

Manchester  goods  continue  to  figure  as  the  largest  item  in  the  Manchester 
total  imports,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  find  that  the  too  lavish  credit  S00**- 
which  was  wont  to  be  given  has  t>een  somewhat  restricted  during 
the  past  year. 

When  shippers  of  tea  and  other  London  articles  practise  a  like  Te* 
caution  in  dealing  with  native  traders,  there  will  be  some  prospect 
of  our  trade  being  placed  on  a  more  healthy  footing. 


Credits  and  Trade  Bisks. 

I  have  no  reason  to  modify  the  remarks  I  made  in  my  report 
for  1893,  which  I  append  hereto  in  the  interests  of  English  firms. 

"  British  merchants  in  England  and  elsewhere  can  hardly  be 
too  often  reminded  that  Knglish  officials  in  Morocco  have  no  con- 
trol whatever  over  the  persons  or  property  of  Moorish  debtors, 
unless  these  enjoy  British  protection,  and  even  in  that  case  the 
control  is  limited. 

"  It  is  therefore  very  desirable  that  firms  giving  credit  in  Caution 
Morocco,  whether  to  foreigners  or  natives,  should  exercise  extreme  n"raili|7- 
caution  in  accepting  references  as  to  the  standing  of  would-be 
customers;  and  they  should  make  themselves  acquainted  if 
possible,  through  their  agents  or  personally,  with  the  leading 
features  of  Moroccan  jurisdiction,  particularly  as  it  affects  the 
recovery  of  debts. 

"  Nor  should  it  be  forgotten  that  questions  relating  to  the  real 
estate  of  living  or  deceased  Moorish  subjects  are  by  treaty  stipula- 
tions referable  to  Shraa ;  in  the  case  of  Moors  a  tribunal  presided  Local 
over  by  the  Kadi ;  in  the  case  of  Jews,  unless  Moorish  notarial  tribunals, 
documents  be  produced,  by  rabbinical  law  as  practised  in  Morocco. 

"  In  the  event  of  accounts  current  being  disputed,  it  should  Disputed 
furthermore  be  borne  in  mind  that  nearly  all  the  wholesale  native  ««want«- 
traders  enjoy  the  protection  of  some  foreign  nation,  and  that 
claims  against  such  prot^g6s  are  liable  to  be  adjudicated  upon  by 
the  local  representative  of  the  protecting  Power,  subject  only  to 
appeal  to  its  diplomatic  representative  in  Tangier.  It  is  obvious 
that  the  laws  of  the  protecting  Power  are  often  in  striking  diver- 
gence from  British  mercantile  law. 

"To  avoid  the  delay,  expense,  and  uncertainty  attending  Arbitration, 
judicial  proceedings,  it  has  become  customary  to  refer  almost  all 
kinds  of  commercial  claims  to  arbitration,  which,  though  by  no 
means  perfect  in  its  working,  has  been  found  less  unsatisfactory 
than  the  pursuit  of  a  debtor  before  a  foreign  tribunal,  with  the 
canons  of  which  both  plaintiff  and  defendant  are  often  wholly 
ignorant. 

"  Perhaps  the  most  vexatious  obstacle  to  the  recovery  of  debts  Sanctuary 
is  found  in  the  '  sanctuary '  system,  by  means  of  which  a  debtor  system, 
may  indefinitely  postpone  appearance  before  any  tribunal  what- 
ever.    He  has  simply  to  walk  into  a  '  saint-house '  and  stay  there 
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as  long  as  his  relatives  continue  to  supply  him  with  food,  And 
should  he  plead  poverty,  the  keeper  of  the  Zowia  will  give  him  a 
share  of  the  victuals  distributed  daily  at  all  the  larger  sanctuaries 
to  the  poor.  His  security  is  complete,  for  the  humblest  saint- 
house  is  hedged  with  a  sanctity  which  the  Sultan  himself,  even 
when  the  refugee  has  been  guilty  of  high  treason,  has  rarely  if 
ever  violated." 

Prospects  for  1896. 

The  harvest  being  a  fairly  good  one,  and  Government  authority 
being  practically  re-established,  there  is  every  reason  to  hope  that 
the  current  year  may  be  a  good  one  for  general  trade. 

Table  44. — Retubn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  x)f  Mogador  during 

the  Year  1895. 


Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 

VCSelS. 

Tont. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tom. 

British       

French       

German     ra 
MoorUti      ... 
Portuguese.- 
Spanish      

22 

41 

62 

9 

r    48 

10.431 

27  011 

M,670 

6,472 

l»7l'l6 

1 
... 

98 
90 

28 

41 

52 

• 

1 

48 

19,829 
27,011 
58.670 
6,472 
90 
19,116 

Total      

„    for  the  year 
preceding 

172 
126 

125,600 
91,685 

2 

2 

188 
289 

174 

128 

1 

125,788 
94,924 

CuAam>. 


Steam. 

Sailing.              ;                Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 

Vessels. 

Tons.        Numbsrof 
*""»•      .     Vessels. 

Tons. 

British       

French       ,..       .~ 

German     

Moorish      

Portuguese.- 
Spanish      — 

22 

41 

62 

9 

48 

19,481 
27,011 
58.670 
6,472 

isviie 

1          I         98         ,         28 

41 

...          '         52 

!         ...                    9 

1          !         90                     1 

...          ,         ...                   48 

19,529 
27,011 
68,670 
6,472 
90 
19,116 

Total 
„    for  the  year 
preceding 

172 
128 

125,600 
94,685 

2 

1 

188                174 
72                127 

126,788 
94,767 
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Table  45. — Kbturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Mogador 
during  the  Years  1895-94. 


Artldef. 

1895. 

1                      1894. 

Tons 

Quantity. 

Value. 

{     Quantity. 

Value. 

Alrooodi  M       _ 

1,034 

39,475 

i             824 

4 
27,636 

Joans      •..      .*• 

Quarters  ... 

2,760 

2,760 

1          9»"2 

9,172 

Beeswax 

Tons 

181 

18,100 

!             274 

30,444 

Calfskins         ...       ... 

!     ,. 

184 

6,600 

181 

6,480 

Citron* 

20 

430 

4 

76 

Cummin-seed    

1  Cwts.       ~. 

672 

700 

676 

676 

«««•        

Cases       ~ 

1,929 

3,874 

1,320 

1,986 

Goatskins         

,  Dozen 

138,900 

80,310 

73,026 

41,662 

Omni 

f  Tons 

81 

8,004 

98 

3,870 

Matae      

|  Quarters ... 

120 

120 

3,268 

2,900 

Olive  oil 

'  Tons 

998 

29,120 

911 

24,190 

Orris  root. 

Ton* 

5 

200 

Ostrich  feathers 

Cases       ... 

... 

1 

100 

Sandarac.       „ 

Tons 

160 

9,000 

208 

12,800 

'Sesame    

... 

... 

32 

600 

Sheepskins        

189 

3,060 

166 

3,800 

Sundries 

Wool- 
Washed          

Packages... 

4,829 

14,083 

4,711 

14,136 

Tons 

59       ; 

3,308 

169 

8,460 

In  grease 

n              — 

10        ) 

1,200 

106 

3,870 

Specie  and  bullion 

1      - 

"    .       !.. 

160,136 

| 

83,162 

Total       

306,310 

1 

275,988 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Mogador  during  the 

Years  1895-94. 


1896. 

1894. 

Articles. 

Strings    ... 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Amber  beads 

2,033 

i. 
3,050 

660 

660 

Bagging        

Bags 

40,000 

800 

32.000 

640 

Beer     

Dosen 

...* 

... 

920 

230 

Brass  plates.  Ac 

Cwts. 

i"t 

... 

210 

672 

Candles         

Packets    ... 

110,375 

1,432 

313,000 

8,786 

Chemicals     

Tons 

316 

1,264 

40 

1,200 

Cloth    ... 

Yards      ... 

11,200 

1,120 

Cochineal      

Cwts. 

65 

820 

... 

... 

Coffee  ... 

.,          ... 

128 

640 

600 

2,000 

Confectionery 

Tons 

27 

1,080 

19 

760 

Coral  and  pearls      

Cotton— 
Goods         

Packages... 

... 

... 

12 

1,000 

Pales 

2,740 

96,100 

... 

... 

„             

Pieces 

... 

... 

384,090 

91,796 

Baw.-       

Cwts. 

70 

280 

Deals 

Planks     ... 

• 

.M 

1,880 

470 

Earthenware 

Tons 

"l7 

442 

48 

1,107 

Empty  casks 

Tuns 

400 

800 

310 

620 

Glass  and  glassware 

Tons        ... 

19 

631 

36 

1,160 

Hardware      

,,          ... 

63 

7,240 

39 

1,980 

Hides  

,,          ... 

82 

4,746 

64 

4,460 

Iron  and  iron* are  .M 

656 

3,616 

191 

2,780 

Matches        

Cwts.        ... 

1,000 

2.C00 

606 

1,616 

8l1ks,  manufactured  and  raw 

Tons 
Packages ... 

-4 
31 

""605 

10 
61 

400 
436 

Spices 

Tons 

29 

760 

9 

360 

Spirits  and  wines     ...       „. 

Gallons    „. 

30,760 

3,075 

1(1934 

2,018 

Stationery  and  cheap  brown 

P»P«r         

Tons 

1,493 

1,262 

27 

600 

Sugar,  loaf    ...       

Sundries        

.,          ... 

3,676 

71,616 

2,849 

66.980 

Packages... 

7,190 

21,803 

4,987 

19,949 

Tea 

Lbs. 

560,640 

27,800 

361,740 

13,860 

Tinplates       

Tons 

*... 

... 

141 

1,686 

Zinc  palls      

Dosen 

1,150 

460 

1,167 

236 

Specie  and  bullion 

•m 

33,346 

... 

28,847 

Total. 

... 

287,906 

242,367 

In  sundries. 


t  In  hardware. 


X  In  spices. 
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Table  46.— Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Mogador  from  and  to  Foreign  Countries 
during  the  Years  1896-94. 


Country. 

Export!. 

Imports. 

1 

1895. 

1894 

1895. 

1894 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Great     Britain     and 

Gibraltar      .. 

109,657 

86,844 

146,286 

149,758 

Morocco  coast  .. 

85,29* 

44,999 

28,162 

8,450 

Belgium           . . 

.« 

.. 

.. 

6,204 

France 

68,890 

58,688 

61,985 

68,844 

Germany 

55,766 

87,425 

41,678 

10,880 

Portugal 

•  • 

1,200 

.. 

.. 

Spain 

45,702 

47,882 

12,004 

8,786 

Total     .. 

865,810 

275,988 

287,906 

242,867 

LONDON : 
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Reports  of  the  Annual  Series  have  been  issued  from  Her  Majesty's 
Diplomatic  and  Cousular  Officers  at  the  following  places,  and  may  be 
obtained  from  the  sources  indicated  on  the  title-page : — 


No.  Price. 

1752.  Frankfort 3d. 

1763.  Malaga        8*d. 

1754.  Soul Id. 

1755.  Copenhagen           . .         ••  3d. 

1756.  Nice Id. 

1757.  Lisbon        lid. 

1768*  Nagasaki     ..         ...        ..  Id. 

17Sa  Hamburg 2|d. 

1760.  Mozambique           ••          ..  2d. 

1761.  Cettinje l|d. 

1762.  The  Hague lid. 

1763.  Oephalonia Id. 

1764.  Bahia          Id. 

1765.  Zanzibar lid. 

1766.  Pakhoi        Id. 

1767.  New  York 2d. 

1768.  Chefoo ,  Id. 

1760.  Caracai       id. 

1770.  Palanno      ..         ..  llid. 

1771.  Mombasa id. 

1772.  Nice lid. 

1773.  Bucharest 4Jd. 

1774.  Port  Said l*d. 

1775.  Galatz         lid. 

1776.  Madrid       ad. 

1777.  Vienna        ..         ♦.         ++  2cL 

1778.  Canton       Id. 

1779.  Yokohama lid. 

1780.  Newchwang           ..         ..  Id. 

1781.  Wuhu         Id. 

1782.  Athens         2d. 

1783.  Tonga         ..         .„        ..  id. 

1784.  Smyrna       «         ..         ..id. 

1785.  Baghdad Id. 

1786.  Hiogo  and  Osaka  ..         ..  4  id. 

1787.  Bangkok Id. 

1788.  Odessa        2d. 

1788.  Naples         2d. 

1790.  Bejiw* Id. 

1791.  Tunis          ..         ,.         ,,  l|d. 

1792.  Kiukiang 3d. 

1793.  Bangkok Id. 

173*.  Mo  Grande  do  Sul  "        . .  Id. 

1795.  Valparaiso 4d. 

1796.  Brindisi 2id. 

1797.  Bushire 2d. 

1798.  Christiania 5id. 

1799.  Cadis           „  .      ..         „  2d. 

1800.  Meshed 2*d, 

1801.  St.  Petersburg       „        ..  ijd- 

1802.  Batoum Id. 

1806.  Peking        r 3d. 

1804.*kmt»        id. 

1805.  Dantzig      ..         ..         ..2d. 

1806.  Antwerp Jfd. 

1807.  Ajaccio lfd. 

1808.  Stettin        ..  ..3d. 

1809.  Aleppo        id. 

1810.  Tangier 2id. 

1811.  Tokio          3id. 

1812.  Madeira tf. 

1818.  Vera  Cruz  ..         ..         .,  id. 


No. 

181*. 

1815. 

1816. 

1817. 

1818. 

1819. 

1820. 

1821. 

1822. 

1823. 

1824. 

1825. 

1826. 

1827. 

1828. 

1829. 

168*. 

1831. 

1631. 

833. 

884. 

835. 

836. 

837. 

839. 
1839. 

810. 

841. 

84*. 

843. 

844. 

84*. 

84a 

847. 

848. 

849. 

850. 

851. 
1832. 

853. 

844. 

855. 

856. 

857. 

858. 

&59. 
186U 
18S1. 
18K5L 
1862. 
146*. 
BO*. 


Price. 

Oporto        Id. 

Hamburg lid. 

New  Orleans  ..  ..lid. 

Bengazi       . .          ..          ..  id. 

Marsnagao  . .         . .         , .  id. 

Gothenburg           ..          . .  2d. 

Dar-al-Baada         ..         ..  8d. 

Erseroum ieL 

Munich 2H* 

Samoa        ••         . .         ..  id. 

Cliinlriang Id. 

Jeddah       ••         ..          ..  Id. 

Sofia            lid. 

Mexico        . .         ..         •«  2d. 

TeneriiTe 3id. 


Batoum 
Cadis 

Harlwifuc .  • 
Odeata 
Ohilan 
OW  Calabar 
Tamsui 
Copenhagen 


Id. 
Id. 
Id. 
Id. 
Id. 
6id. 
Id. 
id. 


Salonica lid. 

Honolulu   ..         ..         ..  id. 

Buenos  Ayrea        ,.  2d. 

Para            Id. 

Bolivia        2d. 

Washington           ..         . .  8d. 

Berlin         2d. 

Uganda Id. 

Belgrade lid. 

BsJtar         id. 

Florence lid. 

Copenhagen           . .         ..  2d. 

Havre         .  •         ..         . .  2d. 
SerajcTo      ••          ..          ..Id. 

Madrid 2d. 

LaBochette          ..         ..  lid. 

Chicago      . .         ..         ..  4d. 

Berlin         Id. 

Cherbourg  . .         .*         ..  2*d. 

Beira          . .         ..         ..  Id. 

Charleston 2  id. 

Saigon        id. 

Suakin        ..         ..         ,.  Id. 

Bouen         2d. 

Patsa*        •*         ..         ^  lid. 

Batcclons>  ..         .«.        ..*  2d. 

Amay         2id. 

Trebisond Id. 

..       ..  aw. 


18871  Pemawdwarn  „        ^    6d. 

MBB.  Naples        „         ..         ..    ltf. 
1889.  New  Osfisaas         ..        ..,  2|d. 

1870.  Vera  Cm 2id. 

1871.  Madeira Id. 

1872.  Jerusalem  ,.         . .         , ,     Id. 

1873.  Ningpo .Id. 

18(74.  Bio  de  Janeiro      .,         •  „  8|fc 
1875.  Trieste        Id. 


Digitized  by  LiOOQ IC 


No.  1876, 


NETHERLANDS. 

CURAgOA. 

Consul  Jesurun  to  the  Marquess  of  Satiskvry. 
(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  April  10, 1807.) 

My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Colony  of  Curacoa  and  its 
Dependencies  during  the  year  ending  December  31,  18^6. 

I  have,  &e. 
(Signed)        JACOB  JESURUK 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Colony  of  Curagoa  and 
its  Dependencies  for  the  Tear  1896. 
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General  Remarks. 

Curacoa,  the  largest  island  of  the  Dutch  West  Indies,  is 
situated  in  the  Caribbean  Sea,  off  the  north  coast  of  Venezuela, 
and  extends  from  north-west  to  south-east,  in  lat.  12°  6'  N.  long., 
65°  69'  W. 

It  has,  according  to  the  census  of  1892,  a  population  of  27,493 
inhabitants. 

Since  July,  1888,  telegraphic  communication  to  all  parts  of  tlie 
world  has  been  established  here  by  a  French  company,  to  whom 
(2347; 
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this  Government  guarantees  yearly  an  income  of  about  3.750  /„ 
equal  to  45,000  fl.  in  the  currency  of  this  Government. 

There  are  a  number  of  Governmental  public  schools  for  the 
poor  class,  and  many  private  educational  institutions,  all  of  which 
have  competent  teachers,  and  are,  as  a  rule,  well  attended  by  the 
pupils. 

Fresh  water  is  supplied  through  pipes  by  a  private  company  at 
the  rate  of  one-tenth  of  Id.  per  gallon.  All  private  and  public 
buildings  have  large  cisterns,  which  hold  a  good  supply  of  rain- 
water. 

An  electric  plant  will  shortly  be  erected  here,  and  the  streets,  as 
also  a  few  private  residences,  will  be  illuminated  by  electric  light. 

Official  returns  of  imports  and  exports  of  foreign  merchandise 
are  annually  transmitted  by  *  this  Government  to  that  at  the 
Hague,  where  they  appear  in  print,  and  are  sent  back  to  this 
colony  after  much  delay,  so  that  I  have  till  now  been  uuable  to 
obtain  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  year  1893. 

Statistical  information  about  the  value  of  imports  from  any 
place  separately  is  completely  inaccessible  at  the  custom-house 
here,  under  the  prevailing  regulations  relating  to  duties,  as 
the  manifest  of  the  whole  of  the  ship's  cargo  to  be  landed  is  made 
out  on  arrival  in  port,  as  coming  from  the  last  port  touched  at. 
The  heading  of  declarations  made  by  merchants  does  not  expressly 
mention  the  origin  of  the  goods,  and  often  the  vague  terms  "  coming 
from  Europe  "  or  "  coming  from  Venezuela/'  are  used.  Although 
the  original  invoices  are  presented  by  the  merchants  on  making 
the  entry  of  goods  at  the  custom-house,  the  Government  officials 
only  care  about  the  correct  statement  of  the  value  of  the  goods, 
and  not  about  their  origin. 

Provisions,  such  as  flour,  cornmeal,  breadstuffs,  lard,  kerosene, 
lumber,  and  ice,  are  imported  from  the  United  States  of  America 
regularly  by  two  British  vessels,  and  an  American  line  of  steam- 
ships calling  here  weekly  with  European  and  American  mails,  and 
connecting  with  homeward-bound  steamships  from  Puerto  Cabello 
and  La  Guaira,  as  also  with  Coro  and  Maracaibo  boats.  This  line 
of  steamships  is  doing  a  good  and  lively  trade,  carrying  always 
plenty  of  cargo  and  passengers  to  tins  island  and  Venezuelan 
ports. 

As  regards  British  trade,  its  increase  is  understood  to  be  greater 
than  that  of  any  other  country. 

Imports  such  as  cotton  will  secure  custom  as  long  as  they 
maintain  their  quality  and  comparative  cheapness. 
Opening  for  British  merchants  should  turn  their  attention  to  Curagoa  ;  its 

British  trade,  trade  is  open  to  all  traders  on  equal  terms.  The  island  being  the 
stepping-stone  to  the  Kepublics  of  Venezuela  and  Colombia,  a 
great  number  of  passengers  are  continually  passing  to  and  fro, 
and  if  a  properly  established  agency  were  organised  here,  where 
samples  of  British  products  of  different  grades  could  be  exhibited, 
orders  would  be  regularly  obtained,  and  the  agency  would  at  all 
times  be  well  informed  of  the  commercial  standing  of  those  with 
whom  they  are  dealing.     Such  a  national  association  of  merchants 
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and  manufacturers  should  be  represented  by  most  competent  men, 
possessing  a  general  knowledge  of  the  Spanish  language,  and  that 
of  the  country.  An  agency  established  for  this  purpose  would, 
with  greater  facilities,  obtain  orders  from  merchants,  who  would 
not  be  inclined  to  order  through  another  merchant,  who  is 
the  special  agent  of  any  particular  firm,  for  fear  of  having  his  order 
copied. 

Most  of  the  catalogues  and  price-lists  sent  to  the  Consulates, 
although  kept  on  file,  are  very  seldom  of  any  use  to  the  resident 
merchants,  as  they  have  hardly  time  to  call  at  the  Consulates, 
for  the  purpose  of  looking  through  those  catalogues  and  price-lists. 

Very  often  I  have  received  letters  of  inquiry  asking  for  informa- 
tion about  some  article  or  other ;  in  every  instance  I  have  given 
immediate  reply,  and  if  1  thought  that  were  the  article  exhibited 
or  tried,  it  would  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  manufacturers,  I 
have  always  caused  them  to  ship  a  small  trial-consignment  to 
Messrs.  J.  and  D.  Jesurun,  who  at  all  times  give  their  best  atten- 
tion to  the  articles  entrusted  to  their  care,  so  much  so,  that  in 
many  instances  a  first  trial  lot  has  given  rise  to  regular  orders. 

The  Wrexham  Lager  Beer  Company,  of  Wrexham,  after  a 
first  consignment  of  10  cases  of  their  beer,  are  now  making 
frequent  shipments  of  70  cases  of  six  dozen  pints,  and  four  dozen 
quarts  of  beer,  with  very  good  prospects  of  larger  sales.  No  one 
accustomed  to  the  German  beer  imported  here  thought  highly 
of  the  English  lager  beer  before  they  had  occasion  to  try  some. 

Others  do  not  succeed  because  the  article  is  not  liked,  or  the 
price  is  much  higher,  but  hardly  ever  do  they  lose  if  they  have 
been  advised  to  ship. 

Some  manufacturers  will  not  entertain  the  idea  of  shipping  on 
consignment,  but  wish  to  sell  their  goods  for  cash.  They  will 
neither  take  advice  to  change  designs,  nor  pack  as  most  con- 
venient to  the  importers ;  they  always  want  to  dispose  of  a  larger 
lot  than  the  merchant  is  willing  to  buy,  and  are  most  often  dis- 
inclined to  meet  the  foreign  merchants'  views. 

At  present  the  following  lines  of  steamships  come  regularly  to 
this  island : — 

The  West  Indian  and  Pacific  Line,  The  Harrison,  The  Prince  steamship 
Line,  British  ;  The  Koninghyke  West  Indische  Maildienst,  Dutch  ;  i™®8- 
The   Hamburg- Amerikanische   Packetfahrt,  Actien   Gesellschaft, 
German ;  The  Compagnie  G^n^rale  Transatlantique,  French ;  The 
Red  D  Line,  American. 

All  of  the  above-mentioned  steamships  call  here  on  their  out- 
ward voyage,  bringing  passengers  and  cargo  from  Europe  and 
inter-colonial  ports.  With  the  exception  of  the  British  lines,  all 
the  companies'  steamers  return  here  for  cargo  and  passengers 
when  homeward  bound.  It  will  be  to  the  advantage  of  any 
British  line  of  steamships  w  come  here  regularly  when  bound  to 
European  ports,  as  there  is  generally  a  number  of  passengers,  and 
some  cargo,  and  when  it  is  the  season  for  dividivi,  the  crop  is 
generally  abundant.  On  many  occasions  the  Dutch  and  German 
steamers  have  left  cargo  behind  on  account  of  not  having 
sufficient  room,  and  of  not  excluding  coffee  at  the  Venezuelan  ports. 

(2347) 
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British  70  British  vessels,  with  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  93,226  tons, 

shipping.         called  at  this  island  during  the  year  1896,  viz. : — 


Steamships 
Sailing  ships 


Number  of  Tons 

Vessels.  Register. 


49  89,606 

8,621 


I 


Cura<joa  had  formerly  for  many  years  a  constant  influx  of 
traders  from  the  Republics  of  Venezuela,  Colombia,  St.  Domingo, 
and  HaytL 

The  chief  inducements  which  attracted  foreign  merchants  were 
the  following: — 

The  geographical  situation  of  this  island  and  its  excellent 
harbour,  one  of  the  nearest  markets  where  the  demand  for  goods 
could  readily  be  met  with,  accompanied  by  exceptionally  long 
terms  for  payments  of  goods  bought,  and  liberal  discounts  on  bills 
paid  at  an  early  date. 

The  passage  from  this  port  to  the  Venezuelan  coast  is  a  very 
short  one ;  to  many  ports  one  night's  sail  will  suffice ;  therefore 
goods  were  packed  in  much  lighter  boxes,  crates,  and  bales  than 
the  original  heavy  ones  required  for  long  passages  and  rough 
handling.  This  mode  of  re-packing  saved  the  importers  at  the 
custom-house  of  the  different  Republics  a  considerable  amount 
of  duty  on  the  weight  of  heavy  boxes,  iron  hoops,  and  thick 
baling. 

When  the  Venezuelan  Government  established  the  differential 
duty  on  all  imports  from  the  West  Indies,  this  commerce 
immediately  declined,  because  one  of  the  principal  outlets  for 
imported  goods  had  been  closed. 

At  the  same  time  merchants  here  suffered  considerable  losses, 
as  many  of  the  purchasers  to  whom  they  had  sold  on  credit  did 
not  return  to  pay  their  bills,  probably  being  aware  that  it  would 
not  have  been  considered  safe  to  entrust  to  them  any  longer  gootfs 
on  which  they  were  obliged  to  pay  to  their  Government  a  30 
per  cent,  additional  duty.  Such  circumstances  obliged  those 
merchants  who  used  to  obtain  their  supplies  from  this  island  to 
seek  direct  communications  with  the  European  and  American 
markets,  and  as  supplies  could  be  purchased  cheaper,  commerce 
took  a  direct  course  to  these  markets,  where  they  could  also  sell 
the  produce,  which  to  a  large  extent  was  formerly  disposed  of 
either  to  Cura9oa  merchants  or  to  their  established  agencies  in 
the  republics. 

The  flood  of  paper  currency  in  Colombia,  and  the  very  high 
percentage  on  exchange,  have  made  it  for  many  years  impossible  for 
Colombian  traders  to  buy  in  this  market.  In  return  very  little  is 
imported :  a  few  bags  of  starch  and  beans,  some  cheap  thin  cigars, 
called  calillas,  and  at  times  some  coffee.  Cattle,  often  being  cheaper 
and  in  better  condition  than  that  of  Venezuela,  is  imported. 
Sometimes  large  quantities  of  salt  are  sold  to  Colombia. 
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On  account  of  branch  firms  established  at  Santo  Domingo  city 
and  other  ports  by  merchants  at  this  island,  a  direct  trade  with 
Europe  and  the  United  States  is  carried  on,  and  only  few  packages 
to  be  repacked  are  carried  to  this  port. 

Business  with  Hayti  is  at  present  hardly  of  any  importance ; 
only  some  salt  is  exported,  and  a  few  bags  of  coffee  imported 
here. 

With  the  exception  of  Venezuela,  all  the  above-mentioned 
republics  are  suffering  on  account  of  a  high  premium  on  gold  and 
exchange. 

On  the  renewal  of  the  diplomatic  relations  between  the  Differential 
Netherlands  and  Venezuela,  it  was  expected  that  the  law  establish-  customs 
ing  the  30  per  cent,  differential  duty  would  have  been  abrogated,  Venezuela, 
but  as  nothing  seems  to  have  been  accomplished  in  that  respect 
the  commerce  of  this  island  is  now  awaiting  the  final  settlement  of 
the  Guiana  question,  trusting  that  on  the  renewal  of  the  diplomatic 
relations  between  Great  Britain  and  Venezuela,  this  hindrance  to 
the  commerce  of  the  West  Indies  will  be  removed. 
M  The  abrogation  of  this  law  would  be  turned  to  account  by  the 
West  Indian  Islands  in  general.  Profits,  such  as  were  made  in 
former  years  on  goods  and  produce,  it  will  be  impossible  to 
expect,  as  of  the  Venezuelan  merchants  who  have  opened  relations 
with  other  countries,  whence  they  can  obtain  goods  at  prime  cost, 
few  will  return  here  to  buy  on  credit  goods  with  a  profit.  As  a 
warehouse  the  island  will  profit  largely,  because  on  account  of 
the  frequent  local  disturbances  at  Venezuela,  the  merchants  of 
that  republic  will  need  this  island  as  a  cheap  and  safe  dep6t  for 
goods,  having,  at  the  same  time,  the  advantage  of  importing  less 
quantity  at  a  time,  repacking  their  goods,  and  disbursing  less  duty 
at  one  time.  At  present  the  income  of  the  colony  is  not  sufficient 
to  cover  its  expenses  ;  the  mother  country  will  have  to  contribute 
about  92,199  fl.  92  c.  to  cover  the  deficit  of  1897.  Since  1883  this 
colony  has  generally  met  its  expenses,  and  even  had  a  surplus  to  its 
credit.  The  export  duty  on  phosphate  of  lime  helped  greatly  to 
cover  the  colony's  expenses,  but  unfortunately  the  price  of  phos- 
phate of  lime  in  the  European  markets  began  to  drop  some  years  ago, 
and  continued  every  year  lower  with  downward  tendency ;  it  was 
thus  hardly  possible  for  the  Aruba  Phosphate  Company  to  con- 
tinue the  exportation  without  serious  loss.  This  Government  at 
last  had  to  reduce  the  royalty,  and  to  grant  concessions  to  the 
Company,  which  will  enable  them  to  export  the  article.  Only 
30,000  fl.  is  placed  on  the  Budget  for  1897  as  the  probable 
income  to  the  Government  from  that  source. 

On  account  of  the  many  good  years,  the  colony's  expenses 
have,  unnoticed,  been  growing  higher  every  year,  and  now,  as  in 
former  years,  an  increase  of  the  revenue  has  become  necessary. 
From  time  to  time  the  import  duties  on  goods  coming  in  from  all 
countries  have  been  raised  from  1  to  1^  to  2  per  cent.,  and  in 
the  last  15  days  of  December,  the  new  decree  raising  the  import 
duty  to  3  per  cent,  ad  valorem  was  carried  into  effect.  A  few 
articles  are  admitted   according   to  the  following    rates: — One- 
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Customs* 
receipts. 


£zporte. 

Salt  and 
clividivi. 

Phosphate  of 
lime. 


half  per  cent,  of  the  value  of  raw  eotton,  cocoa,  clividivi,  goatskins, 
hide»,  Peruvian  bark,  dyewood  of  all  sorts,  and  lignum  vite ; 
5  per  cent,  of  the  value  of  cattle,  Bheep,  goats,  and  mutes ;  10  per 
cent,  of  the  value  of  horses ;  3  per  cent,  of  the  value  of  all  other 
articles  with  the  exception  of  salt 

On  account  of  the  decline  of  business,  the  amount  collected  as 
import  duty  at  2  per  cent,  is  much  less  than  the  amount  the 
Government  received  in  farmer  years,  when  only  1  per  cent,  was 
chained.  The  excise  duty  has  also  been  raised  from  20  c.  to  30  c. 
per  litre  on  rum,  brandy,  and  gin  ;  and  on  beer  and  wine  (formerly 
duty  free)  a  tax  is  levied  of  5  c.  and  10  c.  respectively  per  litre. 

As  regards  exports,  no  record  is  procurable,  no  export  duty 
being  levied  in  this  island,  except  on  phosphate  of  lime. 

The  principal  export  articles  are  as  follows : — 

Salt  and  dividivi  produced  good  crops  in  the  last  year,  and 
have  been  exported  to  advantage. 

Not  a  single  cargo  of  phosphate  of  lime  (Curaqoa)  has  been 
shipped  from  St  Barbara. 

On  account  of  low  prices,  few  cargoes  of  phosphate  o(  lime 
(Aruba)  have  been  sold  as  follows : — 


Number  of 
Vessel*. 

Loading — 

To- 

11 

4 
3 
1 

Tons. 
4,608 
1,780 
1,602 
440 

Great  Britain 

Ireland 

France 

Germany 

19 

8,880 

Aloes. 


Orange-peels. 

Goatskins. 
Straw  hats. 


Future 
prospects. 


Aloes,  of  which  formerly  large  quantities  were  exported  to 
European  markets,  have  been  shipped  in  very  small  quantities  on 
account  of  exceedingly  low  prices  obtained. 

Orange-peels  are  not  in  such  demand  as  formerly,  the  price  on 
European  markets  being  very  low  at  present. 

Not  much  has  been  done  in  goatskins. 

The  cheap  quality  of  straw  hats  made  by  the  inhabitants  of 
this  colony,  especially  at  Aruba,  has  not  been  exported  of  late,  on 
account  of  scarcity  of  straw.  The  insurrection  in  Cuba,  where 
the  straw  required  is  obtainable,  prevents  vessels  calling  there  for 
the  article. 

The  future  prospects  of  this  island  are  greatly  dependent  on  the- 
following  occurrences : — 

The  opening  of  the  Panama  Canal  will  in  all  probability  make 
this  island  a  port  of  call  for  sailing-ships,  and  steamships  will 
certainly  put  it  in  their  schedule  as  a  healthy  and  safe  harbour 
in  which  to  coal,  and  unload  cargo  brought  from  Europe  for  this- 
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island,  as  well  as  for  transhipment  to  Maracaibo,  Cucuta,  and  Bio 
Hacha. 

Eeturn  cargo  of  produce  will,  as  at  present,  continue  to  be 
transhipped  here,  as  most  of  the  coffee  and  other  produce  from 
Maracaibo  and  Coro  (Venezuela),  as  also  from  Cucuta  and  Eio 
Hacha  (Colombia),  are  being  brought  here  for  the  purpose. 

The  increase  in  the  exportation  of  phosphate  of  lime  from  St. 
Barbara,  and  of  that  of  the  Aruba  Phosphate  Company,  is  one  of 
the  most  wished-for  events,  as  it  signifies  prosperity  not  only  to 
the  owners  and  shareholders,  but  work  for  the  labourers,  and  sub- 
stantial income  to  this  Government. 
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Diplomatic  and  Consular  Officers  at  the  following  places,  and  may  b& 
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No. 

1778. 

1774. 

1775. 

1776. 

1777. 

1778 

1779. 

1780. 

1781. 

1782. 

1783 

1784. 

1785. 

1786. 

1787. 

1788. 

1789. 

1790. 

1791. 

1792. 

1793. 

1794. 

1795. 

1796. 

1797. 

1798. 

1799. 

1800. 

1801. 

1802. 

180$. 

1804. 

1805. 

1806. 

1807. 

1808. 

1809. 

1810. 

1811. 

1812. 

1813. 

1814. 

1815. 

1816. 

1817. 

1818. 

1819. 

1820. 

1821. 

1822. 

1823. 

1824. 

1825. 

1826. 

1827. 

1828. 

1829. 

1830. 

1831. 

18-32. 


Price. 

Bucharest    ••         ..         , .  4|d. 

Port  Said lid. 

Galatz          ..         ..         ..  lid. 

Madrid        2d. 

Vienna        2d. 

Canton         ..         ..         ..  Id. 

Yokohama l|d. 

Newchwang Id. 

NVuhu           Id. 

Athens         . .         . .         ..  2d. 

Tonga          |d. 

Smyrna        id. 

Baghdad id. 

Hiogo  and  Osaka   ..         ..  4  Id. 

Bangkok Id. 


Odess  \ 

Naples 

Boyrout 

Tunis 

Kiukiang 


2d. 
2d. 
Id. 
lid. 
3d. 


Bangkok      ..         . .         ..  Id. 

Kio  Grande  do  Sul . .         . .  Id. 

Valparaiso 4d. 

Brinditii „  2Jd. 

Biishire        ..         ,.         ..  2d. 

Christiania 5  id. 

Cadiz           2d. 

Meshed        2Jd. 

St.  Petersburg        ..         ,.  4  id. 

Batoum Id. 

Peking        8d. 

Samos          ..         . .         . .  |d. 

Dantzig       2d. 

Antwerp      ..         ..         ..lid. 


Ajaccio 

Stettin 

Aleppo 

Tangier 

Tokio 


lid. 

3d. 

Id. 
Sid. 
3id. 


Madeira       ..         . .         . .  id. 

Vera  Cruz    ..       ■  ..         ..  id. 

Oporti         id. 

Hamburg l|d. 

New  Orleans           ..         ..  ljd. 

Bengali i<J> 

Marmagao id. 

Gothenburg 2d. 

Dar-al-Baida          ..         ..  3d. 

Erzeroum    ..         ..         ..  id. 

Munich        2id. 

Samoa         id. 

Chinkiang  ..         ..         ..Id. 

Jeddah        Id. 

Sofia l]d. 

Mexico        ..      •  ..         ..  2d. 

Teneriflfo      ..          ..         ».  3Jd. 

Batoum       Id. 

Cadiz           id. 

Martinique Id, 

Odessa    ..    ...    ..  Id. 


No. 

1833. 
1834. 
1835. 
1836. 
1837. 
1838. 
1839. 
1810. 
1841. 
1812. 
1843. 
1844. 
1845. 
1846. 
1817. 
1848. 
1849. 
1850. 
1851. 
1852. 
1853. 
1854. 
1855. 
1856. 
1857. 
1858. 
1859. 
i860. 
1861. 
1868. 
1363. 
1864. 
1865. 
1866. 
1867. 
1868. 
186?. 
1870. 
1871. 
1872. 
1873. 
1874. 
1875. 
1876. 
1877. 
1878. 
1879. 
1880. 
1881. 
188'2 
1883. 
1881. 
1885. 
1886. 
1887. 
1888. 
1889. 
1890. 
1391. 
1892. 


Price. 

Ghilan         Id. 

OkUfelabar 6  id. 

Tamsui        Id. 

Copenhagen id. 

Salonica lid. 

Honolulu    ..         .,         . .  id. 

Buenos  Ayres  .  •         •  •  2d. 

Para Id. 

Bolivia        ..         ..         ..  2d. 

Washington..         ••         ••  8d. 

Berlin  2d. 

Uganda        Id. 

Belgrade lid. 

Dakar  |d. 

Florence l|d. 

Copenhagen  . .  ..  2d. 

Havre  2d. 

SerajcTo-      . .         . .         • «  Id. 

Madrid         2d. 

Li  Rochelle lid. 

Chicago       ..         ..  ..  4d. 

Berlin  Id. 

Cherbourg    . .         . .         ••  2id. 

Beira  Id. 

Charleston 2id. 


Saigon 

Suakin 

Rouen 

Patraa 

Barcelona 

Amoy 


«. 

Id. 

2d. 
lid. 

2d. 
2id. 


Trebizond Id* 

Lisbon         2id» 

Callao          2d. 

Pern  am  bu co            . .          . .  6d. 

Naples          lid. 

New  Orleans           ..         •  •  2ftd. 

Veia  Cruz   ..         ..         ••  2  id- 

Madeira       ..         . .         ••  Id. 

Jerusalem •  Id.. 

Ningpo        ..         . .         ..  Id. 

Rio  de  Janeiro       .  •         .  •  2id. 

Trieste         Id. 

Curacoa       Id. 

Go* Id. 

Cagliari        Id. 

Guayaquil Id. 

Havana        ••         ••         ..lid- 
Reykjavik  (Iceland)          . .  Id. 

Milan          l|d. 

Baltimore Id. 

Cettinj6       id. 

Bilbao         2*d. 

Florence lid. 

Brest lid. 

Marseilles   ..         ..         ..  lid. 

Wohu          Id. 

Chinkiang Id. 

Malaga        ..         ..         ..  Id. 

Antwerp      ..         ..         ♦  .  id* 


Digitized  by  LiOOQ IC 


No.  1893. 

Reference  to  previous  Report,  Annual  Series  No.  1673. 


NETHERLANDS. 

AMSTERDAM. 

Cormtl  Robinson  to  the  Marquess  of  Salisbury. 
(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  April  24, 1897.) 

My  Lord, 

I   have  the  honour  to  enclose  herewith  a  Report  on  the 
Trade  and  Navigation  of  this  port  for  the  year  1396. 

I  have   glc 
(Signed)     '  W*.  C.  ROBINSON. 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Navigation  of  the  Port,  of  Amsterdam  for 

the  Year  1896. 
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General  condition  of  trade  in  189(5 ,         . .         ..  1 

Imports 2 

Export* , tf 

Public  works ,  7 

Harbour  does « 8 

Return  of  shipping        9 


The  year  1896  may  perhaps  be  best  described  as  a  year  of  introductory 
-expectation  of  improvements  in  trade,  which   have   up  to  the  remarks, 
present  been  only  partially  realised. 

All  eyes  were  bent  during  a  long  period  on  the  struggle  in  the 
United  States  between  the  sSverites  and  the  sound  money  party, 
and  great  hopes  were  entertained  of  a  revival  in  trade  in  general, 
and  with  the  United  States  in  particular,  after  the  election  of  Mr. 
McHanley.  The  Tevival,  however,  was  but  a  momentary  one, 
followed  by  a  Teaction. 
(2368) 
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On  the  whole,  nevertheless,  trade  in  Amsterdam  in  1896  was? 
not  unsatisfactory,  and  its  volume,  as  shown  by  the  shipping 
returns,  shows  again  a  moderate  but  steady  increase.  The  port 
of  Amsterdam  is  not  subject  to  violent  fluctuations  in  trade,  but 
is  of  steadily  growing  importance,  and  the  following  figures  will 
show  that  there  is  no  real  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with  its 
progress,  seeing  that  Amsterdam  cannot  rely  to  any  extent  on 
transit  trade,  but  is  a  depot  and  distributor  of  colonial  goodsr 
and  of  other  wares  intended  for  home  consumption. 


Population. 


Year. 

Number. 

1860          

1896          

248,804 
494,856 

TOXNAGB  ENTIBED   I N WARDS. 

Year.                                 i        Quantity. 

1860          

1896           

Tons. 
418,780 
1,477,126 

Local  trade  was  on  the  whole  active  and  sound,  and  the  shop- 
keepers generally  appear  to  have  done  well,  if  any  conclusion  can 
be  drawn  from  the  constant  improvement  and  extension  observable 
in  their  buildings  and  general  arrangements. 

Labour  troubles  have  been  nearly  absent  during  the  yearr 
the  disputes  in  the  diamond  industry  being  more  of  the  nature 
of  an  attempt  at  reorganisation  of  labour  than  of  a  strike. 
Distress  among  the  unemployed  has  not  been  greater  than  usual, 
except  in  the  building  trade,  in  which  there  occurred  towards 
the  close  of  the  year  one  of  the  not  unusual  collapses  to  which 
this  trade  is  pre-eminently  liable.  Most  praiseworthy  private 
efforts  are  being  made  to  meet  the  emergency  by  provision  of 
work,  but  as  yet  no  practical  system  of  dealing  with  the  distress 
caused  by  such  crises  has  been  discovered. 


Imports. 

Coffee,  The  total  importation  of  coffee  into  Holland  amounted  to 

1,167,650  bags,  of  which  580,732  bags  came  from  Java,  and 
502,980  bags  from  Santos,  the  greater  part  of  the  last-named 
having  been  imported  vifi  Rotterdam.  These  arrivals  were 
about  equal  to  those  of  the  previous  year.  There  is  a  con] 
tinued    increase  in  the   importation  from  Santos,  which    may 
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be  attributed  to  the  large  crops  and  low  prices,  also  to  tbe 
direct  service  of  steamers  which  now  exists  between  Rotterdam 
and  the  Brazils.  The  tendency  of  prices  during  the  year  was 
downward,  especially  in  Santos  and  African  sorts.  The  present 
large  crops  in  the  Brazils  naturally  led  to  the  decline.  There  was 
a  brisk  demand  in  October,  which,  however,  fell  off  again  towards 
the  close  of  the  year.  Good  ordinary  Java  opening  at  9  \d.  per  lb., 
closed  at  9d.  Santos  dropped  from  8d.  to  6rf.  African  from  Id. 
to  5d.  per  lb.  Java  continues  scarce,  and  maintains  its  value. 
Prospects  for  1897  are  more  promising,  the  value  of  Santos  sorts 
being  disproportionately  low,  and  arrivals  likely  to  be  light  for  the 
first  six  months. 

The  import  of  Java  tea  in  1896   to    Holland  amounted  toT*. 
.57,325  chests,  and  from    China   3,541   half  chests,   and    1,897 
sixteenth  chests. 

Prices,  which  ruled  low  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  especially 
for  ordinary  descriptions,  gradually  improved  in  the  course  of  the 
year,  and  the  Java  planters  of  the  finer  sorts  had  a  profitable 
year. 

China  tea  continues  neglected. 

Quotations  for  Java  tea  : —  Ordinary,  b±d.  to  8rf.  per  lb. ; 
superior,  9d.  to  lid.  per  lb. 

The  unfortunate  state  of  matters  in  Cuba,  by  which  the  Havana  Sugar, 
sugar  crop  was  reduced  by  more  than  four-fifths,  together  with 
unsatisfactory  estimates  of  the  Java  crop,  caused  our  market  for 
beet  sugar  to  become  a  good  deal  firmer  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year,  but  prices  were  not  maintained,  and  after  some  considerable 
fluctuations  fell  rapidly  in  June,  in  which  month  the  weather  was 
very  favourable  for  beet  cultivation.  A  further  fall  was 
experienced  in  October,  the  estimates  of  European  beet  produc- 
tion being  unusually  high.  Closing  quotations:  8*.  to  8s.  2d. 
per  cwt. 

The  Sumatra  tobacco  crop  of  1895  was  a  very  large  one,  204,647  Tobacco, 
bales,  against  193,334  in  1894.  A  considerable  proportion  of  the 
crop  consisted  of  so-called  "  plucked  leaf,"  which  has  of  late  found 
fewer  buyers  than  previously ;  prices  for  these  descriptions  ruled 
considerably  lower.  The  demand  was,  hpwever,  on  the  whole 
satisfactory,  and  quite  kept  pace  with  the  production  of  "  covering 
leaf,"  of  which  the  1895  crop  contained  a  large  proportion  in  satisfac- 
tory quality.  The  United  States  were  only  moderate  buyers,  but 
the  now  very  extensive  use  of  Sumatra  covering  leaf  in  all  cigar 
manufacturing  countries  renders  &ny  such  deficiency  of  less 
importance.  The  total  absence  of  supplies  from  Cuba  had 
naturally  considerable  influence  on  the  demand  for  Sumatra 
and  Java  sorts.  The  better  classes  of  Java  tobacco  found  ready 
buyers  at  good  prices,  and  the  inferior  descriptions  being  of  better 
quality  than  usual,  the  course  of  the  trade  was  as  a  whole  satis- 
factory, both  for  planter  and  importer. 

Prices  for  cocoa  remained  nearly  stationary  during  the  year.  Cocoa. 
•  The  consumption  continues  to  increase,  and  the  imports  were  con- 
siderable, say  about  12,600  bags  from  Java,  and  3,000  bags  from 
(2368) 
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Surinam,  while  the  supply  from  Guayaquil  was  interfered  with  by 
the  political  disturbances  in  that  country. 
fiU*.  The  total  importation  of  rice  was  less  than  in  the  previous  ye*r, 

say  1,361,075  bags,  compared  with  1,516,863,  but  there  was  a 
considerable  increase  in  the  supply  of  Java  rice,  especially  for 
this  port  and  Zaandam.  In  consequence  of  the  large  stock  on 
hand,  prices  were  much  depressed  in  the  first  part  of  the  year. 
The  supply  of  Japan  rice  fell  off  from  256,825  bags  in  1895  to 
108,792  bags  in  1896,  in  consequence  of  the  disproportion  in 
price.  Burma  rice  opened  in  April  at  exceedingly  low  prices; 
ordinary  Rangoon  and  Bassein  selling  at  4*.  3d.  to  5s.  3d  per  cwt. 
The  trade  throughout  the  year  was  dull.  Prices  ruled  as 
follows : — 


Java  table          

„    ordinary     

Rangoon  and  Bassein    . . 
„        cleaned 

1 

Per  Owt. 

i 

Prom — 

To- 

1         ** 

•           6 

4 

3 
5 

1 

d. 
8 
9 
6 
3 

9.       d. 

7     0 
5     6 
4     9 
tf     3 

IVKQBXATION. 

J  a? a  table  and  ordinary 

Rangoon 

Bassein 

Necrausie    . .         . . 

•- 

Quantity. 

239.076 
486,820 
854,716 
171,678 

Japan 

:         108,792 

Indigo. 


Petroleum. 


The  total  importation  of  indigo  from  Java  amounted  to  5y680 
chests,  as  compared  with  5,160  in  1895.  Prices  were  depressed,  and 
importers  could  not  attain  original  cost.  There  is  at  present  little 
demand,  but  an  improvement  may  be  shortly  expected. 

The  price  of  petroleum  fell  considerably  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year,  after  wluch  a  reaction  set  in,  which  did  not,  however,  reach  the 
extreme  figures  of  1895.  The  production  of  the  world  in  general  con- 
tinues to  increase  on  all  sides,  especially  in  the  Dutch  East 
Indies,  and  if  all  the  newer  product  proves  suitable,  the  present 
practical  monopoly  can  hardly  be  maintained  in  its  present. form, 
and  consumers  will  probably  reap  the  benefit  to  which  they  are 
entitled. 

Bussian  petroleum  arrives  in  comparatively  small  qwpt&y, 
not  being  suitable  for  this  market,  excepting  for  motor  purposes. 
The  total  importation  in  Holland  amounted  to  508,09i3  Jaaj^eja 
Aweriqap,  and  82,235  barrels  Russian. 
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Closing   prices,  American,  65.  5rf.  per  cwt. ;  Russian,  5s.  6rf. 
per  cwt. 

The  large  stocks  of  tin  prevented  throughout  the  year  any  Tin. 
animation  in  the  trade  or  improvement  in  prices,  though  the  con- 
sumption was  regular  and  good.     We  close,  however,  at  very  firm 
1  ;>  tes,  say  for : 


Banca 

Bttlitun 

Strata 


Rate*. 

£  s.  d. 

52  3  4 

52  0  0 

52  18  0 


The  course  of  pices  of  cereals  during  1896  for  the  principal  Cereal*, 
soats  was  as  follows : — 


Eye    .. 

Wheat 
Maite  . 
Oftte    .. 
Bade? 


Per  480  Lba. 


January. 


r  d. 

16  2 

28  4 

18  0 

•21  6 

IS  0 


June. 

s.  d. 

t6  6 

20  6 
18  6 

21  0 
15  6 


December. 

*.  d. 

19  0 

28  9 

15  6 

24  0 

18  0 


The  reports  of  expected  good  crops  in  Europe  and  North 
America  depressed  the  market  exceedingly  in  the  months  of  May 
and  June,  but  the  continued  drought  of  the  following  months 
brought  about  a  great  reaction,  and  the  cold  and  rainy  weather 
of  August  increased  the  apprehension  entertained  as  to  the  Euro- 
pean crops,  while  the  threatened  famine  in  British  India,  and 
the  comparative  smallness  of  existing  stocks,  helped  to  sustain 
prices.  Since  October  the  market  became  quieter,  and  prices 
gradually  fell  until  December,  when  there  was  again  a  slight 
upward  movement. 

Import  into    Amsterdam   in  1896 : — Hides,  400,500  ;    skins,  Hide*. 
541,500. 

After  the  considerable  fall  in  prices  from  the  highest  point  of 
1895,  a  regular  trade  again  established  itself,  with  slowly  harden- 
ing rates.  In  the  autumn  there  was  a  pretty  general  rise,  in  the 
face  of  diminishing  stocks,  but  the  year  closed  more  quietly. 
Quotations  at  the  dose  of  the  year  were : — 
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A  moan  I. 


Seeda. 


Timber. 


Butter  and 
cheese. 


From — 


Java  ox  and  cow  hides. .  Per  lit. 

„     baflklo  hides  %  ,. 

„        ,.       horns  Per  c«t. 

Dutch  salted  ox  and  cow  hides  Per  lb. 


To- 


9. 

1 

0 
27 

0 


d. 

1 
.s 
0 
5 


The  quantity  of  rape  seed  grown  in  Holland  diminishes 
yearly,and  the  total  production  will  not  have  exceeded  8,000 quarters. 
Foreign  seed  was  but  little  in  demand,  owing  to  the  high  prices, 
which  did  not  admit  of  profit  being  realised  by  the  oil-millers. 

The  chief  importation  was  from  the  Black  Sea,  British  India 
sending  next  to  nothing.  The  total  importation  into  Amsterdam 
only  reached  about  4,500  quarters.  Prices  ranged  from  2L  to  21. 13s. 
per  quarter  of  480  lbs.  for  European,  and  from  1/.  18s.  6rf.  to  21.  5*. 
per  quarter  of  480  lbs.  for  Indian  seed. 

There  was  a  considerable  trade  in  linseed,  and  the  first  months 
of  the  year  were  very  brisk,  principally  in  Black  Sea  sorts,  at 
fairly  good  prices.  Towards  June,  however,  the  lower  offers  from 
Russia  and  North  America  reduced  prices  by  about  3s.  6d.  to  4s. 
per  quarter.  There  was  a  re-action  in  October,  which  however 
was  not  entirely  maintained,  as  the  price  realised  for  linseed  oil 
did  not  justify  it.    There  were  but  few  transactions  in  Baltic  seed. 

The  total  importation  into  Amsterdam  in  1896  was  397,000 
quarters,  as  compared  with  287,600  quarters  in  1895. 

Prices  ranged  from  1Z.  16*.  to  21.  2s.  6d.  per  quarter  of  480  lbs. 
for  Bombay,  and  from  1/.  10s.  6d.  to  1/.  15s.  Sd.  per  quarter  of 
480  lbs.  for  Black  Sea. 

Linseed  cake  was  in  very  good  demand,  which  could  with 
difficulty  be  met  by  manufacturers.  It  may  be  attributed  to  the 
rise  of  grain  prices  in  the  autumn.  Prices  ranged  from  lis.  8d. 
to  16s.  for  soft  cake,  and  from  8.*.  4d  to  12s.  6d.  for  hard  cake 
per  104  cakes. 

The  course  of  the  timber  trade  in  1896  was  fairly  satisfactory  both 
for  exporters  and  importers.  The  year  opened  with  very  moderate 
stocks,  and  the  increasing  consumption  brought  about  a  steady 
rise  in  prices.  In  sawn  timber,  especially  of  the  smaller 
dimensions, .  the  advance  was  about  16s.  8d.  per  standard ;  in 
planks  and  battens,  10s.  to  15s. ;  baulks  brought  about  10s.  per 
tult*  more  than  in  the  previous  year. 

Saw  and  planing  mills  were  in  full  employment  throughout  the 
year.     Prospects  for  1897  are  fairly  promising. 

Exports. 

The  trade  in  butter  was  in  general  of  a  more  satisfactory 
nature  than  in  1895,  and  prices  were  higher.     The  total  export 

*  1  tult  »  21C  running  feet  of  Swedish  baulks. 
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reached  about  17,000  tons,  against  14,000  tons  in  1895,  the  chief 
increase  being  in  the  shipments  to  Great  Britain,  which  country 
took  some  4,000  tons  more  than  in  the  previous  year.  The 
production,  which  was  in  the  beginning  of  the  summer  ample, 
fell  off  a  good  deal  later.  In  consequence  of  the  drought,  prices 
for  export  stiffened  a  good  deal  in  the  autumn,  and  were  well 
maintained  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

The  stock  of  cheese  from  the  previous  season  was  disposed  of 
at  unsatisfactory  rates.  New  cheese  was  in  good  demand  at  first 
at  higher  prices  than  had  been  expected,  but  the  brisk  demand 
was  not  maintained,  and  in  some  cases  very  low  figures  were 
accepted.  The  drought  re-acted  upon  the  quality,  so  that  very 
irregular  parcels  came  to  market,  and  a  lively  demand  sprang 
up  for  good  qualities.  In  the  months  of  September-November 
inclusive  prices  were  well  maintained,  closing  pretty  firmly. 
Total  exportation  in  1896  about  33,000  tons,  against  a  trifle 
less  in  1895,  Great  Britain  taking  about  1,500  tons  less  than  in 
the  previous  year. 

The  total  production  of  cocoa  butter  was  about  730  tons,  which  Cocoa  butter, 
found  ready  buyers  at  an  average  price  of  12s.  per  cwt. 

The  catch  of  anchovies  in  189G  was  again  insufficient,so  that  there  Anchovies. 
was  a  considerable  advance  in  prices,  the  demand  being  throughout 
the  year  larger  than  the  supply.  The  total  catch  did  not  exceed 
13,000  ankers,  and  prices  ranged  from  21.  Is.  to  21.  2s.  per  anker 
for  1895  catch,  and  21.  3s.  9d.  to  2/.  5*.  per  anker  for  1893-94 
catch.  The  stock  at  close  of  the  year  was  about  20,000  ankers, 
against  about  38,000  ankers  at  end  of  1895. 

There  is  no  material  change  to  report  in  the  liqueur  trade.  liqueurs 


Public  Works. 

The  large  new  lock  at  the  entrance  of  the  North  Sea  Canal 
at  Ymuiden,  the  dimensions  of  which  are  739  feet  in  length  by 
82  feet  in  breadth,  was  definitely  opened  for  use  on  December  12, 
1896.  The  process  of  deepening  the  canal  has  been  steadily 
proceeded  with.  New  quay  berths  are  in  course  of  construction 
in  the  Y,  parallel  with  the  existing  Commercial  Quay. 

The  site  for  the  new  Bourse  having  been  at  length  finally 
decided  upon,  the  erection  of  a  new  building  in  place  of  the 
present  exceedingly  ugly  and  inconvenient  one  will  be  at  once 
proceeded  with. 

The  new  postal  and  telegraph  buildings  are  rapidly  approaching 
completion. 

The  necessary  works  for  obtaining  an  increase  of  pressure  in 
the  city  and  suburbs  for  the  water  supply  from  the  Downs  have 
been  taken  in  hand,  but  the  ^further  questions  as  to  the  future 
source  of  supplies  in  addition  to  the  existing  works,  which  are 
now  in  possession  of  the  municipality,  have  not  yet  been  decided 
upon. 
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Navigation. 

A  comparative  statement  of  the  statistics  of  the  shipping,  at 
Amsterdam  for  the  past  three  years  gives  the  following  results : — 


1894. 

1895. 

1* 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

m. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Toms. 

Namber  of  •      -,__  _ 
Vessels,    j      *°°** 

Tons. 

Arrivals        

1,8X3 

1,341,553 

1,801        !    1,356,061 

1,993 

1,477,126 

Amongwhichfrem— 

Great  Britain    ... 

691 

... 

629        | 

774 

Germany 

302 

275        1 

266 

Russia,      Baltic 
(timber) 

81 

... 

72 

03 

Russia,      Baltic 

1 

(general) 

«        21 

32 

... 

40 

... 

Black  Sea 

167 

... 

155 

140 

Norway 

82 

... 

74 

88 

Sweden   ... 

75 

... 

111 

... 

143 

France    

52 

... 

40 

... 

61 

... 

grain      

13 

•  M 

12 

... 

10 

... 

Portugal 

3 

... 

9 

... 

7 

Italy       

12 

... 

12 

11 

Turkey 

22 

... 

22 

... 

24 

Danube 

10 

... 

3 

... 

10 

... 

IWtiah  India     ... 

41 

28 

... 

81 

... 

Dutch  East  ladies 

72 

... 

80 

... 

65 

North  America .. 

52 

... 

49 

... 

67 

... 

West  Indies      ... 

31 

... 

27 

... 

22 

... 

Harbour  The  harbour  dues  at  Amsterdam,  as  compared  with  those  of 

dues.  Rotterdam,  Antwerp,  Dunkirk,  and  Hamburg,  including  pilotage, 

are  quoted  in  one  of  the  local  journals  as  follows : — 

For  a  steamer  of  1,550  tons  dead  weight  carrying  capacity — 


Amsterdam 

.Rotterdam 

Antwerp 

Dunkirk 

Hamburg 


Amount. 


£  s. 
69  5 
62  10 
129  6 
99  0 
40  17 


A3  no  details  are  given  it  is  not  possible  to  verify  these  figures, 
but  so  far  as  the  first  three  ports  are  concerned,  I  consider  the 
proportions  to  be  approximately  correct. 

Stock  Exchange. 

No  very  great  fluctuations  took  place  on  our  Stock  Exchange 
during  the  past  year.  Government  stocks  were  on  the  whole 
neglected.  The  2£  per  cent.  Dutch  Consols  closed  at  89  per  cent., 
and  the  3  per  cent,  at  98J,  and  both  stocks  have  since  lost  further 
ground  without  tempting  investors.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year 
the  discoveries  on  a  large  scale  of  petroleum  wells  in  Java  and 
Sumatra  aroused  local  speculation,  and  several  enterprises  have 
been  promoted  and  taken  up  eagerly  by  the  public,  who  look  to 
the  immense  Eastern  market  for  this  article  as  a  guarantee  of 
success. 
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Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Amsterdam  during  the 

Year  1896. 

Ehtseed. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Anie'ica     

1 

618 

... 

1 

€18 

AuMria       

... 

3 

4,518 

3 

4,51* 

Belgium      

... 

1 

409 

1 

409 

Great  Uiitain 

17 

11,890 

771 

611,536 

788 

623,426 

Denmark 

8 

1,6:3 

29 

30,318 

37 

32,001 

France        

1 

6 

1 

422 

2 

427 

Germany    ... 

:» 

4,038 

210 

135,869 

215        , 

139,907 

Italy 

l 

744 

... 

... 

1         1 

744 

NitaeilamU 

31 

7,835 

671 

518,809 

702 

526,644 

Norway 

58 

20,854 

114 

78,655 

172        J 

99,509 

Kussia 

a 

2,515 

3 

1,593 

11        i 

4  J  08 
1J70 

••"pain          

1 

1,770 

1 

.Sweden       

2 

826 

57 

42,219 

59 

43,045 

Tolal 

132 

51,008 

1,861 

1,426,118 

1,993        ; 

1,477,126 

C leased. 


Nationality. 


Sailing. 


Steam. 


Total. 


Number  of 
Vessels. 


Tons. 


America 
A  u*  triii 
Belgium     ... 
Great  Britain 
Denmark    ... 
France 
Germany    ... 

itily 

Netherlands 
Norway 
llussia 
Sweden 

Total    ... 


18 
11 


31 

61 

10 

5 


Number  of 
;     Vessels. 


618 


10,286 
2,032 

3,455 
744 

9,376 

22,187 

8,608 

1,941 

53,967 


3 

2 

789 

30 

1 
206 

671 

114 

3 

66 

T855 


Tons. 


4,518 

2  340 

606,601 

30,793 

423 

133,191 

617f*278 

78,586 

1,594 

40,824 

1,416,238 


Number  of 
Vessels,    j 


1 

3 

2 

787 

41 

1 

210 

1 

702 

175 

13 

61 

1,997 


Tons. 


618 

4,518 

2,340 

616,977 

32,*45 

423 

136,646 

744 

626,654 

100.773 

6,202 

42,46* 

1,470,2C5 
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Price. 

.  Id. 

.  l*d. 

-  id. 

.  l|d. 

.  2d. 

.  2d. 

.  Id. 

.  2d. 

.  lid. 

.  4d. 

.  Id. 

.  2id. 

.  Id. 

.  2id. 

.  id. 

.  Id. 

.  2d. 

.  lid. 

.  2d. 

.  2id. 

.  Id. 

.  2  Id. 

.  2d. 

.  5d. 

.  lid. 

.  2i<L 

.  2*d. 

.  Id. 

.  Id. 

.  Id. 

.  Sid. 

.  Id. 

.  Id. 

.  Id. 

.  Id. 

.  Id. 

.  lid. 

.  Id. 

.  lid. 

.  Id. 

.  id. 

.  2id. 

.  lid. 

.  lid. 

.  lid. 

.  Id. 

.  Id. 

.  Id. 

.  id. 

.  Id. 

.  2d. 

.  2id. 

.  2 id. 

.  lid. 

.  2}d. 

.  Id. 

.  Id. 

.  2d. 

•  Id. 

.  2d. 

.  2d. 


No.  Price. 

1783.  Tonga  id. 

1784.  Smyrna       ..         ,.         ••     id. 

1785.  Baghdad Id. 

1786.  Hiogo  and  Osaka  ••         ..  4id. 

1787.  Bangkok Id. 

1788.  Odessa         2d. 

1789.  Naples        »  2d. 

1790.  Beyrout Id. 

1791.  Tunis  lid. 

1792.  Kiukiang 3d. 

1793.  Bangkok .Id. 

1794.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul..         ..     Id. 

1795.  Valparaiso 4d. 

1796.  Briudisi       ..         ,.         ..  2  Id. 

1797.  Bushire       2d. 

1798.  Christiania 5*d. 

1799.  Cadiz  2d. 

1800.  Meshed       2 id. 

1801.  St.  Petersburg       ..         ..  4i<i 

1802.  Batoum Id. 

1803.  Peking        3d. 

1804.  Siraos         id. 

1805.  Danlzig 2d 

1806.  Antwerp lid. 

1807.  Ajaccio        lid. 

1808.  Stettin         3d. 

1809.  Aleppo        Id. 

1810.  Tangier 2}d. 

1811.  Tokio  3id. 

1812.  Madeira id. 

1818.  Vera  Cruz Id. 

1814.  Oporto        Id. 

1815.  Hamburg lid. 

1816.  New  Orleans  ..         ..lid. 

1817.  Bengazi id. 

1818.  Marmagao id. 

1819.  Gothenburg  ..         ..     2d. 

1820.  Daral-Baida  ..         ..     3d. 

1821.  Erzeroum id. 

1822.  Munich 2id. 

1828.  Samoa         id. 

1824.  Chinkiang Id. 

1825.  Jeddah        Id. 

1826.  Sofia lid. 

1827.  Mexico       2d. 

1828.  Teneriffe 3Jd. 

1829.  Batoum Id. 

1830.  Cadiz  Id. 

1831.  Martinique Id. 

1832.  Odessa        Id. 

1833.  Ghilan        Id. 

1834.  Old  Calabar  ..         ..  6|d. 

1835.  Tamsoi       Id. 

1836.  Copenhagen  ..         ..  id. 

1837.  Salonica lid. 

18--8.  Honolulu id. 

1839.  Buenos  Ayres        ..         ..2d. 

1840.  Para Id. 

1811.  Bolivia        2d. 

1842.  Washington  ..         ..  3d. 

1843.  Berlin        ..         ...       ..2d. 


No. 
1844. 

1845. 
1846. 
1847. 
1818 
1849. 
1S50. 
1851. 
1852. 
1853. 
1854. 
1855. 
1856. 
1857. 
1853. 
1859. 
1860. 
1861. 
1862. 
1863. 
1864. 
1865. 
1866. 
1867. 
186S. 
1869. 
1870. 
1871. 
1872. 
1878. 
1874. 
1875 
1876. 
1877. 
1878. 
1879. 
1880. 
1881. 
1882. 
1883. 
1884. 
1885. 
1886. 
1887. 
1888. 
1889. 
1890. 
1891. 
1892. 
1893. 
1894. 
1895. 
1896. 
1897. 
1898. 
1899. 
1900. 
1901. 
1902. 
1903. 
1904. 


Uganda 

Belgrade 

Dakar 

Florence 

Copenhagen 

Havre 

Seraievo      .  •         •  • 

Madrid 

La  Rochelle 

Chicago 

Berlin 

Cherbourg  .. 

Beira 

Charleston 

Saigon 

Suakiu 

Rouen         * •         • • 

Patras 

Barcelona   .  • 

Amoy  .. 

Trebizond   .. 

Lisbon 

Callao 

Pernambuco 

Naples 

New  Orleans  •• 

Vera  Cruz 

Madeira 

Jerusalem  .. 

Ningpo 

Rio  de  Janeiro       .  • 

Trieste 

Curacoa 

Goa  . . 

Cagliari      •• 

Guayaquil  .. 

Havana       •  •         .  • 

Reykjavik  (Iceland) 

Milan 


Baltimore   .. 

Cettinje* 

Bilbao 

Florence      ..         .. 

Brest 

Marseilles  .. 

Wuhu 

Chinkiang  .. 

Malaga        .  •         . . 

Antwerp     ••         ,. 

Amsterdam  ••         .. 

Galveston   • .         „ . 

Piraeus        •  •         . . 

Stettin 

Martinique .  • 

Cornnna 

Calais  ..         .. 

Honolulu    ••         •• 

Riga 

Tripoli 

Batoum       •  •         . . 

Lorenzo  Marques  •  • 
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No.  1905. 

Beference  to  previous  Report,  Annual  Series  No.  1722. 


NETHERLANDS. 

BATAVIA. 

Consul  Davids  to  the  Marquess  of  Salisbury. 

(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  May  7,  1897.) 
My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  herewith  my 
Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Island  of  Java  for  the 
year  1896. 

I  have,  &a 
(Signed)        H.  V-  S.  DAVIDS. 


JReport  on  the  Trade  and   Commerce  of  Java  for  the  Year  1896. 
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Introductory. 

Last  year's  trade  of  this  Island  can  scarcely  be  considered 
satisfactory.  The  results  of  the  sugar  industry,  though  in  some 
cases  favourable,  owing  to  the  introduction  of  severe  economiesy 
have  scarcely  on  the  whole  proved  very  profitable. 

Looking  to  the  great  interests  in  sugar  plantations  at  stake  in 
this  Island,  with  poor  results  in  this  article  the  business  of  the 
whole  of  Java  is  bound  to  suffer,  whilst  importers  cannot  have 
been  satisfied  with  the  business  they  have  done  during  1896, 
demand,  especially  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  being  particularly 
dull,  in  addition  to  which  there  have  been  some  unimportant 
failures  amongst  Chinese  dealers. 
Sugar.  The  sugar  crop  has  been  a  smaller  one  than  its  predecessor, 

and  only  reached  501,122  tons,  as  against  550,508  tons  in  1895, 
488,307  tons  in  1894,  and  483,760  tons  in  (1893,  as  appended 
figures  will  show. 

The  small  cane  yield  disappointed  expectations.  The  deficiency 
occurred  in  East  Java,  and  was  chiefly  due  to  the  heatfy  rains 
and  floods,  which  seriously  affected  the  cane  early  in  the  year. 
The  cane,  it  is  true,  in  some  cases  contained  a  higher  percentage 
of  sugar,  but  this  did  not  compensate  for  the  smaller  output 

^iVith  regard  to  the  sereh  disease,  Mr.  Acting  Vice-Consul 
Bonhote  writes: — "I  understand  that,  owing  to  the  continued 
introduction  of  healthy  cane,  it  has  been  well  kept  in  check, 
and  provided  this  course  is  pursued  in  the  future  there  seems 
every  probability  of  the  sickness  gradually  diminishing. 

"In  the  latter  half  of  March  a  Congress  was  held  at  Sourabaya, 
and  was  largely  attended  by  representatives  from  nearly  every 
mill  in  the  Island,  also  many  engineers,  officials,  scientific  persons, 
and  others  interested  in  the  industry. 

"  Subjects  chiefly  of  a  technical  nature  were  discussed,  and  the 
leading  authorities  in  the  various  branches  of  the  industry 
exchanged  their  views,  and  reported  on  experiments  which  they 
had  made. 

"  A  motion  was  carried  suggesting  the  advisability  of  erecting 
a  model  mill,  the  initial  cost  of  which  should  be  borne  by  an 
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annual  subscription  levied  on  all  the  existing  mills,  the  amount  of 
which  should  be  based  on  their  individual  cane  production.  The 
object  of  the  said  mill  would  be  to  place  planters  in  a  more 
favourable  position  to  have  carried  out  and  tested  under  careful 
scientific  observation  the  many  experiments  and  improvements 
which  are  constantly  being  suggested,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
form  a  school  for  the  training  of  their  chemists  and  employes. 

"  It  appears,  however,  that  many  difficulties  must  be  overcome 
before  such  a  plan  can  assume  a  definite  form,  and  I  fear  that  the 
scheme  will  prove  utterly  impracticable." 

The  growing  cane  is  showing  well,  and  there  appears  to  be 
fewer  signs  of  the  sereh  disease  in  it  than  waa  apparent  at  the 
same  time  last  year.  It  is  confidently  expected  that  a  large  crop 
will  be  harvested. 

Owing  to  the  extreme  dulness  prevalent  in  the  sugar  markets 
in  Europe  and  America  no  offers  have  yet  been  made  for  new  crop 
sugars,  a  rather  unusual  feature,  and  it  is  generally  feared  that 
planters  will  once  again  have  to  face  unremunerative  prices : — 


Yield. 

1894. 

1895. 

1896. 

Wett  Jam 

Mid-Java      7 

EastJara 

Tons. 

86,788 
271,666 
129,858 

Tons. 

98,568 
146,788 
305,162 

Tom 

89,282 

188,706 

278,184 

Total 

488,807 

550/08 

501,122 

Exports  of  1896  crop  to  December  31,  compared  with  1895, 
amounted  to : — 


Country. 

Quantity. 

1895. 

1896. 

Europe       

America 

Australia 

China          

Other  countries 

Tona, 
213,046 
84,279 
6,008 
76,825 
16,622 

Tons. 
262,479 
44,459 
16,295 
66,431 
14,100 

Total          

896,280 

898,764 

Annexed  Table  1  shows  the  total  exports  of  the  crop  as  com- 
pared with  former  years. 

The  coffee  crop  from  private  and  Government  lands  amounted  to  Coffee. 
42,094  tons,  against  45,500  tons  in  1895,  50,500  tons  in  1894,  and 
(2381) 
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18,700  tons  in  1893.  The  Liberia  bean  is  being  further  cultivated, 
the  crop  reaching  3,451  tons,  as  against  1,942  tons  in  1895,  while 
estimates  for  1897  show  a  still  further  increase. 

Prices  during  the  year  were  on  the  whole  satisfactory,  though 
a  serious  decline  occurred  at  the  end  of  the  year  for  Liberia, 
which  may  chiefly  be  attributed  to  consumption  not  keeping  pace 
with  production. 

Good  Java  coffee  maintained  its  value,  however,  and  compared 
with  Santos  and  Eio  the  difference  in  price  was  greater  than 
it  has  been  in  past  years. 

Much  less  has  been  heard  about  the  leaf  disease,  and  it  is  said 
that  only  comparatively  few  plantations  have  suffered  therefrom. 

The  extension  in  the  cultivation  of  coffee  has  been  steadily 
continued,  new  lands  having  been  opened  in  several  districts, 
while  existing  ones  have  in  many  cases  been  extended. 

The  estimates  for  1897  crops  are  as  follows  : — 


Java  Government  crop  . . 
Sumatra  Government  crop 
Private  lands  Java  coffee 
„  Liberia  coffee 

Total 


Quantity. 


Piculs. 
862,922 

42,790 
448,867 

56,853 


909.932 


Tobaooo. 


Kice. 


Cinchona 
bark. 


Tables  giving  prices  obtained  at  the  Government  sales  during 
the  year  at  Padang  and  Batavia  are  annexed  (pages  9  and  10). 

The  tobacco  crop  has  been  a  poor  one,  owing  to  the  drought 
experienced  towards  the  middle  of  the  year.  The  figures  are 
22,702,967  lbs.  gathered  in  1896,  against  35,346,808  lbs.  in  1895, 
and  36,915,432  lbs.  in  1894.  There  seems  to  have  been  some 
slight  improvement  in  the  quality,  and  somewhat  better  prices 
have  been  obtained  on  the  average. 

A  large  falling-off  in  the  crop  of  rice  harvested  was  noticed,  the 
figures  showing  a  difference  of  about  40  per  cent,  as  compared 
with  last  year's  crop.  Prices  on  the  whole  may  be  considered 
satisfactory. 

Imports  from  Singapore,  Saigon,  and  Kangoon  were  consider- 
ably in  excess  of  former  years,  owing  to  the  small  quantity 
harvested  in  this  Island.  The  coming  crop  is  likely  also  to  be  a 
poor  one,  and  a  further  reduction  in  the  figures  may  take  place. 

In  the  1894  report  mention  was  made  of  a  company  being 
formed  in  Java  for  the  erection  of  a  factory  to  extract  sulphate  of 
quinine  from  the  bark,  and  this  was  realised  during  the  year. 
The  company  has  not  yet  begun  exporting,  but  a  start  is  shortly 
expected  to  be  made. 

The  crop  was  9,44085  lbs.  from  private,  and  631,177  lbs.  from 
Government  lands. 

I  have  added  to  this  year's  report  a  diagram  (see  Annex  11) 
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showing  the  supply  of  the  world  for  the  last  16  years.  The 
position  taken  by  Java  cinchona  is  clearly  shown  in  the  diagram. 
I  am  indebted  for  this  diagram  to  an  experienced  planter. 

Despite  the  fact  that  the  export  of  tea  for  1895  was  abnormally  Tea. 
large,  the  figures   for   1896  have  run   them  very  close,  being 
9,568,732  lbs.,  against  10,146,800  lbs. 

Prices  were  maintained  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  but  later 
on  a  fall  in  value  occurred. 

The  Assam  variety,  whicli  was  mentioned  in  the  last  report  as 
being  pushed,  has  done  well,  the  climate  of  the  higher  estates,  say 
about  an  altitude  of  4,000  feet,  seemingly  suiting  it  perfectly. 
New  lands  are  being  continually  opened,  and  if  prices  keep  up 
exports  may  increase  considerably.  During  the  year,  458,000  lbs. 
of  Amoy  Oolong,  and  809,333  lbs.  of  Formosa  Oolong  were 
imported  into  Java  for  the  consumption  of  Chinese,  who  are  not 
yet  accustomed  to  use  the  local  article. 

The  exports  of  copra  were  considerably  in  excess  of  the  pre-  Copra*. 
vious  year,  though  they  did  not  reach  those  of  1894.     The  quality, 
however,  left  a  good  deal  to  be  desired. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Fraser  for  the  following  indigo, 
report  on  indigo : — 

"  The  comparatively  high  prices  which  ruled  for  finer  qualities 
in  1895  were  not  maintained  during  the  past  year,  and  demand 
manifested  itself  principally  for  the  medium  qualities.  The  * 
anticipations  of  a  smaller  crop  in  British  India,  and,  consequently, 
better  rates  during  the  latter  months  of  the  year  for  Java  indigo 
were  not  realised,  the  crops  in  India  turning  out  considerably 
larger  than  the  estimates,  whicli  caused  prices  here  to  recede 
generally,  and  stocks  in  Europe  to  accumulate  to  an  abnormal 
extent. 

"  A  new  method  of  extracting  the  dye,  called  the  '  Lookeren 
Campagne  Process/  after  the  inventor,  is  finding  favour  among 
planters,  and  promises  to  maintain  the  quality  while  largely 
increasing  the  yield." 

Owing  to  less  favourable  weather  than  the  previous  year,  the  Cocoa.  . 
cocoa  crop  amounted  only  to  about  13,000  piculs,  as  compared  with 
16,000  piculs  in  1895,  while  prices  ruled  on  a  somewhat  lower 
level  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year. 

The  exports  of  tin  are  somewhat  larger,  being  83,925  piculs,  as  Tin. 
against  70,800  piculs  in  1895,  but  prices  have  receded. 

Export  figures  and  prices  are  given  in  Annex  4. 


Impoi  ts. 

The    piece-goods    trade    has    been    exceptionally    dull,    due  European 
principally  to  the  fact  that  heavy  stocks  have  of  late  years  been  manufacture  v- 
accumulating,  and  the  buying  powers  of  the  natives  have  become 
greatly  diminished  owing  to  the  severe  economies  which  have  had 
to  be  practised  in  order  to  continue  the  production  of  sugar,  as 
well  as  to  poor  rice  crops. 
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Prices  have  been  most  unremunerative,  whilst  the  prospects 
for  the  present  year  are  not  encouraging. 

Several  failures  amongst  Chinese  dealers  again  occurred. 

On  the  whole  English  goods  were  able  to  hold  their  own 
against  other  manufactures. 
Fertilisers.  Sulphate  of    ammonia,  which  is    now  regarded    as   almost 

essential  for  the  manuring  of  cane-fields,  has  been  imported  in 
considerable  quantities,  not  only  from  Europe,  but  also  from 
Australia,  whilst  beancake  from  British-India  and  China,  and 
nitrate  for  the  first  time  from  the  West  Coast  of  South  America 
direct,  cotton  seed-cake,  dried  blood,  and  other  similar  substances 
are  gradually  becoming  more  and  more  extensively  used  for 
the  same  purposes. 
epiom.  The  new  Opium  Regie  that  came  into  force  on  January  1, 1896, 

is  still  in  vogue,  and  has  proved  a  great  success  from  every  point 
of  view. 

The  Exchequer  has  not  been  a  loser  by  the  alteration,  and 
smuggling  has  been  to  some  extent  stopped,  whilst  it  is  to  be 
hoped  the  high  prices  asked  for  the  opium  will  tend  to  diminish 
the  demand. 

Opium  is  still  sold  in  tubes,  the  dimensions  of  which  are 
£,  J,  1,  2,  5,  12$,  25,  and  50  mata* 
Petroleum,  The  predictions  expressed  in  my  last  report  as  to  the  probable 

output  of  Java  oil  have  been  fully  realised,  and  the  advance  made 
by  same  during  the  past  year  is  most  striking. 

It  is  self-evident  that  Java  petroleum  is  daily  becoming  a  more 
important  factor  in  the  market,  and  it  gives  promise  of  taking  the 
place  within  a  few  years  of  the  brands  now  imported,  despite  the 
fact  that  its  quality  is  still  inferior. 

The  price  of  the  local  oil  is  generally  40  c.  per  case  below 
Russian. 

Annexed  table  shows  the  import  of  foreign  oil  into  Java  during 
1896,  and  estimates  of  the  consumption  of  the  local  manufacture 
for  that  year : — 


Quantity. 

American 

Ruasian 

Laogkat 

Caaea. 

1,678,682 

781,951 

380,652 

Java  oil,  Wonokromo 

„      Blora 

2,741,285 
607,003 
598,997 

Total       

3,942,285 

•  1  mata  -  Tj„  taeL 

1  tael tV  catty. 

Vu  c^ty        0  C85  English  lb. 
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Miscellaneous. 

The  lines  on  the  East  and  West  Java  systems  have  worked  Railways, 
satisfactorily  during  the  past  year,  and  the  speed  has  been  still     * 
further  accelerated.    The  line  from  Probolingo,  vik  Djember  and 
Loemadjang  to  Panaroekan,  is  advancing  steadily,  and  now  reaches 
almost  to  Djember.     The  line  from  Malang  to  Blitar  is  to  be 
opened  this  month. 

The  intercoinmunal  telephone  between  Batavia,  Samarang,  and  Telephones. 
Sourabaya  was  opened  in  December,  and  has  proved  a  success,  the 
lines  working  smoothly  and  well.     The  distances  are : — 


Batavia  to  Samarang 
Batavia  to  Sourabaya 


Distance. 


Miles. 
286 
384 


A  Dutch  Company  have  nearly  finished  the  erection  of  large  Electricity, 
works,  sufficient  to  supply  the  whole  of  Batavia  with  electric 
light.  They  will  be  in  full  working  order  by  the  end  of  April, 
so  it  is  anticipated  that  several  clubs,  hotels,  and  private  houses 
will  take  the  light,  but  the  Government  having  a  contract  with 
the  local  gas  company,  which  has  still  some  years  to  run,  there  is 
little  chance  of  the  streets  getting  electric  light.  The  machinery 
used  is  all  German. 

The  comparatively  young  Chinese  soap  industry  is  flourishing  Soap 
in  Mid-Java,  and  progressing  in  the  west  end  of  the  Island.  industry. 

The  native  consumption  is  increasing,  whilst  shipments  of 
English  make,  in  which  a  considerable  business  was  done  in 
former  years,  greatly  diminished,  it  being  impossible  to  sell  the 
latter  soap  to  advantage  at  anything  near  the  low  prices  at  which 
the  native-made  article  can  be  produced.  The  latter,  although 
of  inferior  quality,  appearing  to  sufficiently  suit  the  native 
requirements. 

Two  or  three  manufactories  have  recently  been  started  in 
Batavia  under  European  management,  which  have  met  with  a  fair 
measure  of  success.  Besides  making  the  usual  washing,  they  also 
produce  toilet  soaps. 

Oembilioen  ccal  has  during  1896  been  better  patronised,  many  CoaL 
steamers  having  called   at  Padang,  on  their  homeward  voyage, 
to  fill  their  bunkers  with  this  cheap  article  instead  of  paying 
the  rates  ruling  for  Cardiff  and  Australian  coal  at  Batavia  and 
Sourabaya. 
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Prices  are  at  the  moment : — 


For— 

Per  Ton   Trimmed  in  the 
Banker. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Oembilioen  coal 

Cardiff           „ 

Australian     „ 

PI.    c. 
12    25 
20    00 
16    00 

£    s.    d. 
1     0     0 
1  13     0 
1     6     4 

Gold. 


Shipping. 


Cholera. 


Several  new  companies  for  the  working  of  gold  mining  con- 
cessions in  Borneo  have  been  formed  in  Netherlund-India,  and  the 
prospects  for  all  of  them  are  hopeful. 

I  hope  next  year  to  be  able  to  give  some  figures  as  to  the 
result  of  the  old  companies  mentioned  in  the  last  report,  viz., 
Netherland-India  Mynbouw  Maatschappy  and  the  Mynbouw 
Maatschappy  Martapoera. 

The  line  of  steamers  running  in  connection  with  the 
Koninldyke  Paketvaart  Company,  mentioned  as  having  been 
opened  between  Java,  China,  and  Japan,  not  having  proved  a 
financial  success,  is  about  to  be  stopped,  but  several  Hong-Kong 
Companies  have  regular  steamers  trading  between  China  and 
Java,  so  no  inconvenience  will  be  suffered. 

Cholera  in  epidemic  form  broke  out  in  Batavia  and  Sourabaya, 
towards  the  close  of  the  year,  during  which  time  the  official  return 
of  deaths  was  on  an  average  about  60  per  week  in  the  former 
place,  and  200  in  the  latter;  the  outbreak  was  principally  amongst 
the  natives,  though  Europeans  were  by  no  means  free. 

Cattle  plague  may  be  said  to  be  almost  entirely  eradicated  in 
Cattle  plague.  jftya  owjng  ^  tjie  strict  supervision  held  by  Government  to 
prevent  the  evil  attaining  ground,  though  isolated  cases  are  from 
time  to  time  reported. 

The  demand  for  bicycles  has,  as  in  other  parts  of  the  world, 
been  steadily  on  the  increase  during  the  year. 

English  machines  have  to  a  great  extent  had  to  give  way 
to  German,  owing  to  the  cheaper  price  at  which  the  latter  can 
be  sold. 

Jonkheer  C.  H.  A.  van  der  Wyck  still  holds  the  Vice-Regal 
office  of  Governor-General. 

The  number  of  British  residents  at  Batavia  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  126,  at  Samarang  31,  and  at  Sourabaya  59. 


Bicycles. 


Executive 
Government, 


British 
residents. 
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Annex  1. — Total  Exports  of  Sugar  Crop  for  the  last  Three  Years 
from  July  of  the  one  Year  to  June  of  the  following  Year. 


Country. 


Europe  .. 
Australia 
China  .. 
America. . 
Other  countries. , 

Total 


1898-94. 


Tons. 
105,557 

46,974 
147,216 
169,921 

26,959 


496,627 


Sugar  Crop. 


1894-95. 


Tons. 
181,586 

82,684 
148,490 
185,660 

87,631 


486,051 


1895-96. 


Tons. 
306,778 

15,007 
141,888 
116,785 

23,856 


603,259 


Annex  2. — Java  Government  Coffee  Sales  during  1896. 

Description. 

Date  of  Sale. 

Quantity. 

Average. 

Piculs. 

PI.    c. 

Preanger 

September  16 

6,000 

52    62 

Malang 

w                           • 

17,800 

52    19 

Si*ir  W.I.P 

1,000 

64    87 

Karangan  WVT.P 

»                         • 

200 

66    40 

Preanger 

October  15 

6,000 

53    Iff 

Malang 

SissirW.I.P 

17,468 

52     14 

750 

65     79 

Karangan  W.I.  P 

423 

65    75 

Wsgir  W.I.P 

250 

64    70 

Magoean  W.I.P.  .. 

»»                 • 

92 

59    45 

17 

51     55 

Preanger  W.I.P 

November  20 

600 

59     08 



„ 

6,400 

58    49 

Malang 

»>                  • « 

16,785 

55    98 

SissirW.I.P 

1,000 

67     04 

100 

66    05 

Wagir        

»>                  • « 

549 

64    86 

Karangan 

»*                 •  • 

448 

67    12 

Magoean  W.I.P 

ii                  •« 

98 

57    80 

i»             >*       •  •         •  • 

20 

49    30 

Preanger 

December  18 

7,000 

56    73 

Malang 

»i                 • « 

13,889 

54     27 

Karangan  W.I.P 

1,018 

64     19 

SissirW.I.P 

456 

6H    06 

„ 

" 

855 

63    52 

Wagir  W.I.P. 

15                                          •  ' 

353 

64    58 

»!                                              •  •                  »  * 

II 

80 

64    00 

>»                   II                        •  •                  *  ' 

II                                          * 

20 

60    00 

Note.— 16,Vn  piculs  =  1  ton,  and  12  fl.  =  V. 
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Annex  3. — Padang  Government  Coffee  Sales  during  1896. 


Description. 

Date  of  Sale. 

Quantity. 

A?erage. 

Interior 

Mandheling 

Ankola 

Paynan      ..         •• 
Ayer  Bangis 

March  31.. 

»i        •  •         •  • 
»•        ••         •• 
»        ••         •• 
ii        •  •         •  • 

ii        •  •         •  • 
ii        •  •         •  • 

Piculi. 
4,800 
530 
130 
420 
600 

PI.    c 

69  33 
80    60 
79    00 
60    65 

70  00 

Fmt  quality 
Second    „     ..         •• 

6,880 
180 

82  "  80 

Interior 

Mandheling 

Ankola 

Paynan       ..          .. 
Ayer  Bangis 

June  30     •• 

ii         •  •        •  • 
ii         ••         •• 
»i          •  •         •  • 
ii          •  •        •  • 

i»         •  •         •  • 
ii          •  •        •  • 

September  30 

#t                •  • 
ii                 •  • 
ii                •• 
>i                 •• 

i»                •  • 

i»                •  • 

December  80 

••                 •  • 
i>                •  • 
•i                 •  • 
i»                •• 

ii                •  • 

" 

23,000 

1,360 

800 

760 

335 

60  28$ 
70    38 
69    81 
55    52 

61  18 

First  quality 
Second    „     ••         •• 

26,255 
770 

26*' 91 

Interior 

Mandheling 

Ankola 

Ayer  Bangis 

Paynan      

5,800 

1,20C 

455 

800 

130 

56    94 
68     66 
64    78 
63    00 
53    40 

First  quality 
Second    „     .. 

7,885        • 
170                 26     10 

Interior 

Mandheling          .  •         •  • 

Paynan      

Ayer  Bangis 
Ankola 

8,800                65    65 
485                 76    35 
400                 60    25 
200                 69    50 
165                 73    25 

First  quality 
Second    „     .. 

5,050 
170 

27**30 

Annex  4. — Return  showing  Prices  obtained  for  Billiton  Tin  at 
the  Bi-monthly  Auptions  during  1896. 


Date.  Quantity. 

Picula. 

February  19      ..         ..         ..'  13,994*44 

April         22 13,997*58 

Juno          17 18,979  64 

August      19 13,968-14 

October     21 13,990-54 

December  16 18,995*76 

Total        ..         ..;  83,925*94 


Average  Price, 

PI. 

c. 

41 

77 

41 

04 

41 

65 

40 

60 

89 

04 

89 

87 

40    58 
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Annex  5. — Custom  Receipts  in  Java  and  Madura  during 
the  Years  1895-96. 


Description. 

Amount. 

1805. 

1806. 

Import  deity          

Export  duty          

Excite  on  spirituous  liquors       •  • 

„       tobacco 

„  petroleum  . .  •• 
„        fucifers 

8torerent 

Remuneration  for  services 

Fines  snd  forfeitures 

Other  receipts       

Sales  of  unclaimed  property 

Florins       c 

7,246,408    07 

027,055    85 

164,042    84 

64,480    17 

2,474,881     58 

864,488    18 

76,460    88 

7,820    00 

7,211    44 

26,475    53 

1,402    24 

Florins       c. 

6,804,065    38 

1,356,845    04 

161,053    62 

46,602    48 

2,770,266    85 

001,420    78 

61,872    32 

7,388    00 

8,688    05 

23,152    86 

2,210    82 

Total 

11,861,170    68 

12,289,406    95 

Note.— In  1804  the  amount  was 
„  1808 


Florins 
12,817,668 
11,149,581 


c. 
14 
30 


Annex  6. — Rkturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Java 
and  Madura  during  the  Years  1894r-96. 


Articles. 


Sugar  (all  kinds) 

Coffee— 
Private 
Government  • 

Bice      .. 

Arrack  .. 

Battans.. 

Hides    .. 

Nutmegs 

Tobacco. . 

Indigo  .. 

Gum  Dammar  •• 

Kapok  .. 

Indiarnbber     .  • 

Tea       •  •        •  • 

Tin- 
Private 
Government . . 

Cinchona  bark— 
Private 
Government.. 

Gutta-percha    .  • 


Pepper  , 
Copra  . 
Cocoa  . 
Tapioca, 


Tons 


Gallons 
Tons 
Pieces 
Lbs. 


Cwts. 

Packages 

Lbs. 


Tons 


Lbs. 


Tons 
Lbs. 
Tons 


1804. 


443,684 

89,876 

34,274 

30,833 

620,590 

811 

416,780 

05,386 

36,915,482 

1  468,816 

24,100 

83,136 

00,280 

8,784,426 

5,768 
6,780 

8,904,217 

712,478 

86,720 

14,008 

12,401,568 

10,207 

1,687,848 

2,756 


Quantity. 


1895. 


609,780 

82,854 

16,890 

31,678 

512,290 

1,080 

417,722 

82,144 

85,846,808 

1,668,208 

27,867 

34,208 

90,848 

10,146,800 

4,526 
6,050 

7,620,770 

810,870 

80,848 

71,264 

7,867,600 

12,855 

2,170,288 

1,684 


1806. 


600,800 

86,039 

9,887 

29,597 

501,107 

986 

434,853 

101,846 

22,702,067 

2,206,051 

28,875 

88,586 

46,625 

9,568,732 

4,825 
6,707 

0,440,855 

681,177 

8,100 

15,875 

10,574,375 

10,122 

1,784,875 

3,902 
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Annex  8. — Rettkn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Sourabaya 
during  the  Year  1896. 


EmuD. 


Steam. 

Sail 

in*. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

286 

845,634 

20 

29,228 

806 

374,862 

Netherland-Indian 

805 

220,880 

181 

29,116 

486 

248,496 

Dutch         

115 

211,511 

17 

22,442 

182 

238,958 

German      

26 

85,881 

5 

6,490 

81 

41,674 

Italian        

... 

3 

4,440 

3 

4,440 

Norwegian  ... 

6 

9,974 

4 

8^74 

10 

13,548 

Anttriah     ... 

1 

1,974 

... 

1 

1,974 

American 

... 

8 

3,817 

3 

3,317 

Danish       

... 

... 

1 

875 

1 

375 

French       

... 

... 

3 

3,083 

3 

3,038 

Total 

733 

821,857 

187 

101,015 

926 

925,872 

„   for  the  year 

preceding 

*••• 

... 

... 

... 

966 

877,997 

Clvabsd. 


Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

■ 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British       

288 

317,808 

22 

82,902 

310 

880,710 

Nether  land- Indian 

807 

222,621 

131 

28,067 

488 

250,688 

Dutch         

115 

210,807 

16 

21,102 

181 

281,909 

German      ... 

26 

35,384 

5 

6,490 

31 

41,874 

Italian       

... 

3 

4,440 

8 

4,440 

Norwegian ... 

6 

9,978 

4 

3,674 

10 

13,647 

Austrian    ... 

1 

1,974 

... 

1 

1,974 

American 

•M 

... 

4 

8,911 

4 

8,911 

Danish       

•M 

... 

1 

376 

1 

376 

French       

... 

... 

8 

3,083 

3 

3,088 

Total       

743 

828,567 

189 

108,895 

982 

982,462 

„  for  the  year 

preceding 

... 

... 

... 

... 

956 

867,269 

Annex  9. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Samarang 
during  the  Year  1896. 


Sailing. 

8  team. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British       

12 

18,610 

203 

277,640 

216 

296,250 

Netherland-Indian 

... 

244 

179,892 

244 

179,892 

Dutch 

22 

30,166 

184 

356,588 

206 

886,754 

Norwegian  ... 

4 

4,404 

7 

10,497 

11 

14,901 

Italian 

4 

5,068 

... 

... 

4 

5,058 

German     

2 

2,995 

17 

26,780 

19 

29,725 

French       

... 

... 

12 

9,780 

12 

9,780 

Austrian     ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•M 

American 

1 

1,314 

... 

... 

1 

1,314 

Total       

46 

62,547 

667 

861,127 

712 

923,674 

ti      „  for  the  year 
|lv        preceding  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

670 

829,168 
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NETHERLANDS. 
Ciximro. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of  i      -. 
Vessels.     |      Tont- 

Nnmber  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British       

Netherland-Indlan 

Dutch         

Norwegian 

Italian        

German      

French       

Austrian     

Americun 

12 

22 

4 
3 
2 

*  "i 

l 

18,491 

80',166 
4,404 
4,185 
2,995 

978 
1,314 

202 

244 

184 

7 

17 
12 

277,280 

179,992 

356,588 

10,497 

26,780 
9,780 

214 

244 

206 

11 

3 
19 
12 

1 

1 

295,721 

179,892 

883,754 

14,901 

4,186 

29,725 

9,780 

973 

1,814 

Total 
„  for  the  year 
preceding 

45 

62,478 

666 

860,717 

711 
661 

928,195 
816,887 

Annex  10. — Eeturn  of  all  the  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into 
Java  (including  Madura)  during  the  Years  1895-96. 


Articles. 

1895. 

1896. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cotton  goods,  unbleached- 

4 

4 

Holland  

... 

•  M 

234,068 

... 

278.685 

England 

... 

... 

155.318 

140,9*6 

Other  countries 

... 

... 

9,655 

... 

9,548 

Cotton  goods,  bleached— 

Holland 

... 

719,091 

... 

570,619 

England 

... 

... 

858,826 

... 

265,767 

Other  countries 

... 

... 

28,217 

... 

15,666 

Cotton     goods,    printed     and 

coloured— 

Holland 

... 

... 

233,767 

... 

318,099 

England 

... 

... 

487,776 

675,244 

Other  countries... 

... 

M. 

36,423 

•  M 

41 ,33 J 

Woollen  goods- 
Holland  .« 

... 

81,246 

81,410 

England  ... 

... 

... 

23,328 

••• 

25,717 

Other  countries 

... 

... 

16,361 

... 

16,542 

Haberdashery  and  mercery 

... 

145,174 

... 

97,236 

Prorisions 

... 

... 

376,844 

... 

... 

Copper  sheathing  and  plates    ... 
Earthenware         

z 

... 

12,886 
127,586 

... 

8,804 
120,481 

Glass  and  glassware       

•M 

... 

41,309 

... 

40,666 

Gunny  bags 

... 

•M 

42,763 

M. 

43,239 

Iron  and  steel       

... 

•M 

138,166 

... 

61,352 

Nails. 

... 

— 

22,879 

M. 

21,402 

Paint  and  paint  olli       M       «. 

... 

... 

49,461 

... 

39,324 

Soap .«       m. 

... 

... 

11,777 

... 

11,521 

Tar M 

••• 

... 

6,481 

... 

4,892 

Zinc ~ 

... 

2,827 

•  M 

3,676 

Sundries     

... 

... 

2,888,811 

... 

1,603,897 

Fish- 

Dried  and  salted         ...       «. 

Lbs. 

68,547,541 

... 

65,470,002 

.» 

Unenumerated ~ 

•M 

•M 

22,428 

... 

21,419 

Butter        

Lbs.         «. 

275,890 

... 

201,470 

... 

Ham ...       ...       ...       ...       •— 

,,                     M. 

17,424,039 

... 

16,436,000 

... 

Bice ...       m.       ...       «m       ... 

Tons 

74,217 

... 

115,367 

.« 

Coals- 

England  ...       

Tons 

56,756 

... 

77,766 

... 

Australia 

ii          ••• 

18,104 

... 

26,308 

... 

Other  countries 

— »t-         ••• 

7,159 

8,065 
14,767,821 

... 

Petroleum «.       .~ 

Gallons    ... 

16,795,025 

... 

Brandy       

ii          ••• 

70,458 

... 

68,277 

... 

Oin 

»i          ••• 

253,760 

M. 

250,860 

*M 

Wines         ~ 

•i          ••• 

278,461 

••• 

267,380 

... 

tterr ~        — 

n            •« 

226,139 

... 

276,077 

... 

liquors,  spirits     ...       ...       «. 

«*L..          "• 

17,958 

M« 

18,960 

... 

Champagne          ...       ... 

Bottles    ... 

,3d81 

•  M 

61,888 

... 

Mineral  waters     .          

~»»          *r 

1,001,689 

.»• 

1,107,086 

... 

Matches      ...       ...       .« 

Gross     of 

boxes   ... 

2,089,073 

... 

2,245,240 

(1250    5  I  97— H  &  8    2381) 
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No.  Price.  No. 

1886.  Copenhagen                      ..  id.  1896. 

1887.  Salonica lid.  1897. 

1888.  Honolulu id.  1898. 

183.*.  HuenosAyres         ..         . .  2d.  1899. 

1840.  Para Id.  1900. 

1841.  Bolivia        2d.  1901. 

1842.  Washington           ..          ..3d.  1902. 
1848.  Berlin          2d.  1908. 

1844.  Uganda Id.  1904. 

1845.  Belgrade lid.  1905. 

1846.  Dakar          id.  1906. 

1847.  Florence l^d.  1907. 

1848.  Copenhagen            ..          ..  2d.  1908. 

1849.  Havre          2d.  1909. 

1850.  Serajevo Id.  1910. 

1851.  Madrid        2d.  1911. 

1852.  La  Rochelle  ..  ..lid.  1912. 

1853.  Chicago 4d.  1918. 

1854.  Berlin         Id.  1914. 

1855.  Cherbourg 2id.  1915. 

1856.  Beira           Id.  1916. 

1857.  Charleston 2Jd.  1917. 

1858.  Saigon         id.  1918. 

1859.  Suakin         Id.  1919 

1860.  Rouen         2d.  1920. 

1861.  Patras         lid.  1921. 

1862.  Barcelona 2d.  1922. 

1868.  Amoy          2Jd.  1928. 

186 J.  Trebizond Id.  1924. 

1865.  Lisbon         2Jd.  1925. 

1866.  Callao          2d.  1926. 

18tf7.  Pernambuco           ..          ..  5d.  1927. 

1868.  Naples         lid.  1928. 

1869.  New  Orleans          ..          ..  2id.       |       1929. 

1870.  Vera  Cruz 2|d.       ,       1930. 

1871.  Madeira Id.       ,       1981. 

1*72.  Jerusalem  .  ..  ..Id.  1P32. 

1873.  Ningpo       Id.       I       1933. 

1874.  Rio  dc  Janeiro        ..          ..  2|d.       |       1934. 

1875.  Trieste         Id.        !       1935. 

1876.  Curacoa Id.  1986. 

1877.  Goh Id.  1937. 

1B78.  Cagliari Id.  1938. 

1879.  Guayaquil !d.  1939. 

1880.  Havana       lid.  1940. 

1811.  Reykjavik  (Iceland)          ..  Id.  1941. 

1882.  Milan          lid.  1912. 

1883.  Baltimore Id.  1943. 

1884.  Cettinje id.  1944. 

1885.  Bilbao         2*d.  1915. 

1886.  Florence ltd.  1946. 

1887.  Brest          lid.  1947. 

1888.  Marseilles lid.  1948. 

1889.  Wuhu         Id.  1949. 

1890.  Chinkiang Id.  1950. 

1891.  Malaga        Id.  1951. 

1892.  Antwerp id.  1952. 

1803.  Amsterdam Id.  1953. 

1891.  Galveston 2d.  1954. 

1895.   Piraeus        2Jd.  1955. 


Price. 

Stettin        2id. 

Martinique lid. 

Corunna     .•         ••         ••   2id. 

Calais         Id. 

Honolulu Id. 

Riga  2d. 

Tripoli       Id. 

Batoum 2d. 

Lorenzo  Marques  •  •         . .     2d. 

Batavia 2id. 

Corfu  lid. 

Foochow lid. 

Montevideo  ..         ••    5id. 

China  5d. 

Philadelphia  ..   lid. 

Rio  Grande  do  SuL.  ..    8id. 

Quito  Id. 

San  Jose     .  •         . .         . .     Id. 

Dunkirk Id. 

Samoa         ..         ••         • .      Id. 

Bordeaux 2}d. 

Porto  Rico ljd. 

Galatz.         lid. 

Christiania . .         ..         ••     id. 
Copenhagen  ..         ..     3d. 

New  York 2id. 

San  Francisco        ..         ..   3id. 
Kiukiang    ..         ..         ..     Id. 

Harrar        id. 

Berne         ..         ..         ..lid. 

Mannheim..  Id. 

Fiume         lid. 

Oporto        ..         ..         . .      Id. 

Hangchow  . .         . ,  . .      Id. 

Boston        ..  ..         ..    2id. 

Tahiti         .Id. 

Manila        lid. 

Caracas       ..         ..         ••      Id. 

Hamburg 3d. 

Portland 3d. 

Malaga        2Ad. 

Tokio  lid. 

Genoa  ..         ..         ..3d. 

Palermo      ..  ..         ..3d. 

Santiago  de  Cuba  . .         ..lid. 

Noumea Id. 

Frankfort 8  id. 

Chungking..         ..         ..lid. 

I  chang        ..         ..         ..      Id. 

Hankow      ..         ..         ..    ljd. 

Guatemala lid. 

Syra Id. 

Taganrog    ..  ..  ..     2d. 

Loanda        2  id. 

Panama      ..         ..         ..    2 id. 

Shanghai 2d. 

Aleppo        ..         ••         ..lid. 
Ispahan       ..         *.         ..    lid. 

Tonga         Id. 

Nice Id. 
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No.  1956. 

Reference  to  previous  Report,  Annual  Series  No.  913. 


NICARAGUA. 

GRANADA. 

Acting-  Consul  Chambers  to  the  Marquess  of  Salisbury. 
(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  June  2, 1897.) 

My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  my  Report  on  the 
Trade  and  Commerce  of  Nicaragua  for  the  year  1895. 

The  delay  in  sending  this  Report  has  been  occasioned  solely 
through  the  great  difficulties  in  this  country  in  obtaining  correct 
statistics  and  I  beg  to  apologise  for  same. 
I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        WALTER  J.  CHAMBERS. 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Nicaragua  for  the  Year  1895. 
Table  of  Contents. 

PAGI 

Introductory       . .  ..  ..  . .  ..  ..  ..  . .  , .  1 

Imports    . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Exports 3 

Position  of  British  trade  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Opening  for  British  line  of  steamers    . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Commercial  travellers    . .  . .  . .  . .  . .         . .  . .  . .  6 

Ports  of  Corinto  and  San  Juan  del  Sur  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Trade  and  shipping  statistics    . .  . .  . ,  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Owing.to  the  numerous  revolutions  that  have  occurred  in  this  Introductory. 
Republic  during  the  past  three  years,  the  different  Governments 
have  paid  little  or  no  attention  to  statistics  of  any  kind,  and  no 
reliable  record  is  to  be  found  of  former  years.  The  present  report 
refers  only  to  the  year  1895,  which  seems  to  have  been  an  unusually 
prosperous  one  for  the  country,  and  also  one  of  the  very  few  of 
which  some  sort  of  an  account  was  kept  of  imports  and  exports. 
The  following  amounts,  however,  can  only  be  taken  as  approxima- 
tions, although  they  are  as  correct  as  it  is  possible  to  obtain.  . 
(2414) 
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2  NICARAGUA. 

Annex  A  is  a  summary  of  the  total  imports  into  Nicaragua 
from  all  countries  during  the  year,  which  is  dealt  with  in  this 
report.  Annex  B  shows  similarly  all  the  exports  from  Nicaragua 
during  the  same  period.  Both  these  statements  refer  only  to  the 
principal  articles  imported  and  exported.  Annex  C  contains  a 
tabulated  return  of  the  total  imports  and  exports  from  and  to 
various  foreign  countries  during  the  year  1895 ;  and  Annexes  D 
and  E  are  returns  of  ocean-going  and  coasting  vessels  respectively 
which  have  entered  the  port  of  Corinto  during  the  same  period. 
All  amounts  have  been  converted  into  sterling,  the  value  of  the 
silver  dollar  being  taken  throughout  as  2s.,  which  was  the  average 
rate  of  exchange  during  the  year. 
Imporu.  The  imports  into  Nicaragua,  including  produce  brought  from 

other  Central  American  States  during  the  year  1895,  amounted  to 
847,090/.,  an  increase  of  about  100,000/.  as  compared  with  1894, 
and  almost  double  the  amount  imported  into  this  country  during 
the  year  1890.  It  will  he  seen  by  the  subjoined  table  (Annex  C) 
that  Great  Britain  was  the  largest  contributor  with  the  sum  of 
296,714/.,  or  about  35  per  cent,  of  total  imports  ;  Germany  comes 
second  with  166,614/.,  or  about  19£  per  cent. ;  United  States  third 
with  143,850/.,  or  17  per  cent. ;  and  France  follows  with  104,376/. 
or  nearly  12^  per  cent.  Compared  with  previous  years  this  shows 
a  slight  decrease  in  the  proportion  of  imports  from  France  and 
United  States ;  Great  Britain  will  be  seen  to  have  remained  almost 
the  same,  and  increased  her  share  only  very  slightly  over  the  pro- 
portionate increased  imports,  whilst  Germany  is  the  gainer  of  about 
2\  per  cent. 

The  articles  principally  imported  from  Great  Britain  are  all 
kinds  of  cheap  cotton  fabrics,  such  as  grey  cloths,  prints,  shirtings, 
drills,  lawns,  fancy  cloths  for  dresses,  zephyrs,  &c,  also  woollen 
goods,  such  as  cashmeres,  coatings,  blankets,  flannels,  and  laces, 
sewing  thread,  coffee  sacks,  drugs,  hardware,  zinc  roofing,  cutlery, 
nails,  machinery,  liquors,  &c. 

From  Germany  the  chief  imports  are  hardware,  cutlery,  beer, 

cement,  matches,  candles,  wire  fencing,  china  ware,  paper,  machinery, 

toys,  wines,  spirits,  hosiery,  haberdashery,  and  a  certain  proportion 

of    cotton  and  woollen  manufactured    goods,  coffee  sacks,  and 

,   cement. 

From  the  United  States  the  principal  articles  imported  are 
provisions,  such  as  flour,  rice,  beans,  potatoes,  and  canned  goods, 
also  a  large  quantity  of  petroleum,  beer,  wines,  wire  fencing, 
cement,  hardware,  drugs,  leather  goods,  drills,  ducks,  and  cotton 
textiles  of  certain  kinds. 

France  contributes  chiefly  fancy  articles  of  wearing  apparel,  such 
as  silks,  muslins,  ribbons,  fans,  hosiery,  umbrellas,  and  cashmeres, 
drugs,  leather  goods,  calf -skins,  wines,  spirits,  paper,  and  printed 
matter. 

From  Italy  there  is  imported  a  small  proportion  of  wines,  oils, 
spices,  hats,  and  canned  provisions;  a  few  wines  and  printed 
matter  come  from  Spain,  and  from  Holland,  Norway  and  Sweden 
candles  and  matches  are  imported,  although  nearly  always  through 
some  English  or  German  house. 
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The  total  exports  from  Nicaragua  to  all  countries  for  the  year  1895  Export*. 
reached  the  sum  of  1,027,679/.,  as  will  be  seen  from  Annex  B.,and 
compared  with  1890  this  shows  an  increase  of  over  100  per  cent., 
due  entirely  to  the  extensive  cultivation  of  coffee.  Whilst  in 
former  years  the  amount  of  coffee  shipped  did  not  exceed  100,000 
bags,  the  number  exported  during  the  year  1895  was  close  upon 
200,000  bags,  and  although  this  particular  year  seems  to  have  been 
exceptionally  good  the  number  of  new  plantations  coming  into 
bearing  will  always  tend  to  increase  the  quantity  exported  rather 
than  diminish  it.  The  other  exports  are  hides,  deer-skins,  rubber, 
logwood,  cedar,  fustic,  indigo,  cattle,  cheese,  sugar,  soap,  gold  and 
silver  specie. 

Annex  C  shows  that  although  Great  Britain  obtains  the  largest 
share  of  the  imports  into  Nicaragua,  Germany  stands  first  with 
494,463/.  out  of  total  exports,  and  at  least  half  of  the  total  coffee 
shipped  goes  to  that  country.  The  United  States  come  second, 
190,509/.,  in  which  is  included  almost  all  the  hides,  rubber,  and 
deer-skins,  a  small  proportion  of  coffee,  and  about  half  the  quantity 
of  specie  shipped. 

Great  Britain  is  third  with  136,959/.,  and  besides  obtaining 
a  good  proportion  of  coffee  and  specie,  nearly  all  indigo,  logwood, 
and  fustic  is  shipped  to  England. 

France  receives  a  very  small  proportion  of  the  total  exports, 
viz.  57,190/.,  which  consists  principally  of  coffee,  deer-skins,  and 
specie. 

It  will  be  seen  there  is  a  good  export  trade  done  with  the  other 
Central  American  States,  and  the  total  exports  in  sugar,  cheese, 
cattle,  soap,  &c,  for  1895  amounted  to  140,000/. 

On  the  other  hand  imports  from  Central  American  States  are 
very  small,  reaching  only  40,000/.,  and  in  order  to  avoid  a  loss  in 
exchange  of  currency  traders  invariably  purchase  drafts  on  London 
and  New  York  with  the  money  of  the  country  they  may  be  in, 
and  these  drafts  are  easily  sold  again  upon  their  return  to 
Nicaragua. 

The  cattle  trade  is  carried  on  chiefly  with  Costa  Rica,  the  Cattle  trade 
overland  route  being  more  favourable    than    shipping  by   the  ™th  °°sta 
Pacific.  *** 

The  foregoing  imports  and  exports  refer  only  to  the  ports  of  Exports 
Corinto  and  San  Juan  del  Sur  on  the  Pacific  coast ;  there  is  a  small  j^^^ 
amount  of  merchandise  imported  through  the  Atlantic   port  of    rej   WD# 
Greytown,  and  possibly  about  50,000/.  worth  of  coffee,  hides,  gold, 
and  other  produce  is  exported  through  the  same  port,  most  of 
which  goes  to  Great  Britain  and  United  States. 

At  Bluefields  and  all  along  the  Atlantic  coast  there  is  a  good  Banana 
business  done  in  the  cultivation  and  exportation  of  bananas  to  the  cultivation  on 
United  States,  but  no  statistics  seem  to  be  obtainable  either  as  to  ^"tl° 
the  exact  amount  imported  or  exported  from  Bluefields  and  Grey- 
town. 

It  will  be  seen  that  of   all  foreign  countries  Great  Britain  General 
stands  easily  first  as  regards  trade  with  Nicaragua,  and  has  prac-  V™}1}0*  °f 
tically  all  the  trade  in  cotton  and  woollen  manufactured  goods  ; Brltl8h  tra  e- 
(2414) 
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German  lines 
of  steamers. 


the  few  drills,  prints,  cashmeres,  &c,  imported  from  Germany  are 
not  liked  so  well  as  the  English  goods,  and  are  said  to  be  less 
durable.  Cotton  textiles  imported  from  France  and  United  States 
are  liked  very  much  for  quality  and  designs,  but  as  a  rule  cost 
more  than  similar  goods  manufactured  in  Great  Britain.  In 
thick  cotton  ducks  and  drills  the  United  States  can  well  compete 
\*ith  Great  Britain,  and  a  better  article  can  often  be  obtained  for 
the  same  price.  A  few  samples  of  these  cloths  are  being  sent  to 
illustrate  better  what  is  required,  and  the  cost  in  the  United 
States* 

Importations  of  Portland  cement,  hardware,  chinaware,  and 
machinery  from  Great  Britain  appear  to  have  decreased  of  late 
years,  and  whereas  before  such  articles  were  chiefly  ordered  from 
English  firms  they  are  now  brought  from  Germany,  not  on  account 
of  their  superior  quality,  but  because  German  goods  can  be  sold 
here  cheaper,  possibly  through  their  first  cost  being  less,  or  else  the 
freight  and  expenses  are  lighter.  The  bulk  of  German  goods  are 
brought  to  Corinto  and  San  Juan  del  Sur  by  the  Ko3mos  and 
Kirsten  lines  of  steamers,  which  come  direct  from  Hamburg  through 
the  Magellan  Straits,  and  bring  freight  for  all  the  Pacific  ports 
up  as  far  as  Guatemala  and  Mexico.  The  charges  for  freight  by 
these  steamers  being  much  lower  undoubtedly  favours  such 
articles  that  are  bulky  and  of  small  value,  like  chinaware,  beer, 
cement,  &c. 
Opening  for  A  British  line   of  steamers   coming  through  the   Magellan 

steame  f  Straits  is  felt  to  be  much  wanted,  and  there  is  little  doubt  such 
amers.  ^.^  wouj(j  pay  we^  especially  during  the  coffee  season,  when 
they  could  return  to  Europe  loaded  with  coffee  from  the  different 
Central  American  ports.  At  present,  such  English  goods  that 
cannot  stand  the  high  freights  across  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  &c, 
have  to  be  first  shipped  to  Hamburg  to  come  out  by  one  of  the 
above-mentioned  German  lines. 

The  cultivation  of  coffee  in  this  country  is  still  increasing 
very  much,  especially  in  the  department  of  Matagalpa,  and  it  is 
estimated  that  the  amount  now  exported  will  be  almost  doubled 
in  three  or  four  years'  time ;  the  crop  for  1896  was  rather  small 
and  considerably  less  than  the  previous  year,  chiefly  due  to  the 
very  bad  rainy  seasons  this  country  has  suffered  from  during  the  last 
two  years.  Other  kinds  of  agriculture  have  also  suffered  severely 
from  the  same  cause,  and  the  department  of  Rivas,  which  is 
almost  entirely  dependent  on  its  cocoa  plantations,  and  the  small 
quantities  of  indigo  produced,  is  in  a  most  lamentable  state. 

No  cocoa  is  exported  from  Nicaragua,  the  production  being 
hardly  enough  for  home  consumption ;  occasionally  when  the  crop 
is  very  bad,  quantities  are  even  imported  from  Ecuador  and 
Venezuela,  but  the  native-grown  cocoa  is  considered  much  superior, 
and  will  always  fetch  a  higher  price. 

Sugar  planting  is  increasing  every  year,  and  seems  to  be  one 
of  the  most  prosperous  enterprises  in    the    country;    a  large 
quantity  is  exported  to  other  Central  American  States,  as  will  be 
*  Sent  to  Manchester  Chamber  of  Commerce* 


Cultivation 
of  coffee. 


Cultivation 
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seen  in  Annex  B,  and  should  the  price  of  coffee  fall  very  much  in 
Europe,  people  will  be  further  induced  to  plant  sugar-cane  in 
preference  to  coffee. 

There  are  a  few  cotton,  woollen,  and  silk  cloths  manufactured  Native 
in  this  country,  the  materials  being  imported  from  England.     In  manufacture*, 
the  same  way  a  small  amount  of  soap  and  candles  is  made,  but 
so  far  the  competition  with  imported  goods  is  very  small,  although 
the  Government  allows  the  raw  material  to  be  imported  free  of 
duty.     Samples  of  all  these  goods  are  sent  with  this  report,  together 
with  samples  of  several  other  articles  imported  from  Germany,  Samphs  of 
United  States,  France,  and  England.*  foreign  goods 

The  foregoing  pages  all  show  that  British  trade  with  Nicaragua  "np0™*1- 
has  held  its  own,  and  that  really  the  amount  imported  from  Great Bntl8h  tradc- 
Britain  is  the  same,  although  certain  articles  have  been  superseded 
by  German  goods.     It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  British  Credits, 
merchant  should  be  so  liberal  with  the  credit  allowed  to  people 
from    these    countries,    as    not    only    might    severe    losses    be 
avoided.,  but  business  with  the  good  houses  would  improve.     It  is 
nothing  unusual  for  a  native,  who  has  practically  no  credit  in  his 
own  country,  to  leave  for  Europe,  and  return  shortly  afterwards 
with  a  large  assortment  of  goods,  which  he  has  been  able  to  obtain 
on  credit  from  different  houses.     He  at  once  commences  to  sell 
at  cost  price,  or  under,  in  order  to  pay  duties  and  expenses,  and 
consequently  other  people  who  may   have    similar    goods,   are 
obliged  either  to  lower  their  prices,  or  wait  until  this  particular 
man  has  sold  out. 

Business  in  this  country  is  nearly  all  done  on  credit,  and  the  Conditions 
usual  time  allowed  to  what  are  considered  wholesale  buyers  is  of  trade- 
from  three  to  six  months ;  these  buyers  are  generally  small  shop- 
keepers in  the  villages,  who  in  their  turn  have  to  give  a  little 
credit,  but  on  the  whole  pay  up  more  or  less  punctually.  Betail 
trade  in  the  larger  towns  is  all  cash,  and  since  silver  has  dropped 
so  much,  the  tendency  of  all  importers  is  to  avoid  giving  credit  as 
much  as  possible,  so  as  to  prevent  losses  through  the  fluctuations 
of  exchange. 

The  great  fall  of  silver  during  the  last  few  years  has  natur-  Silver 
ally  affected  this  country  a  great  deal,  and  the  frequent  revolu-  currency, 
tions  have  also  greatly  retarded  progress  in  many  ways. 

During  the  past  year  of  1896  the  financial  state  of  the  country  Financial 
has  been  gradually  getting  worse  and  worse,  and  not  within  the  Btate  of 
last  ten  years  has  money  been  so  scarce  and  business  bad.    The  country- 
revolution  at  the  beginning  of  1896  did  much  to  bring  about  this 
state  of  affairs,  and  with  a  few  years'  peace  the  country  will  again 
become  quite  prosperous. 

The  Government  is  constructing  a  railway  from  the  town  of  Government 
Masaya  to  a  village  called  Jinotepe,  and,  as  it  passes  right  through  worit8- 
the  coffee  district,  it  is  estimated  to  be  of  great  advantage  to 
planters,  who  will  thus  have  railway  communication  almost  from 
the  gates  of  their  plantation  to  the  Pacific  port  of  Corinto. 

*  Sent  to  Association  of  Chambers  of   Commerce,   except  cotton   sent  to 
Manchester  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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No  other  public  works  of  any  consequence  are  in  course  of 
construction. 

Travellers  for  firms  in  Great  Britain,  Germany,  United 
States,  and  France,  not  unfrequently  pass  through  this  country, 
and  it  is  noticed  that  whilst  German  and  American  travellers  are 
most  anxious  to  find  out  the  style  and  class  of  goods  required 
here,  the  English  traveller  will  generally  confine  himself  to  selling 
from  the  samples  he  has,  and  cannot  undertake  to  alter  any  par- 
ticular pattern  or  shape  to  suit  the  taste  of  buyer.  It  would  be 
as  well  always  for  travellers  to  study  the  taste  of  each  particular 
country,  and  meet  as  far  as  possible  the  requirements  of  mer- 
chants ;  yearly  trips  are  also  very  advisable,  not  only  on  account 
of  selling  goods,  but  also  to  enquire  into  the  financial  state  of 
their  different  clients,  who  in  a  country  like  this  are  liable  to 
undergo  great  changes  in  12  months. 

It  has  before  been  mentioned  that  Corinto  and  San  Juan  del 
Sur  on  the  Pacific  are  by  far  the  most  important  ports  of 
Nicaragua,  and  almost  all  goods  from  the  interior  are  imported 
through  these  two  ports.  Of  the  two,  Corinto  is  of  most  import- 
ance, having  railway  connection  with  the  capital  and  other  prin- 
cipal towns  of  the  country ;  about  two-thirds  of  the  total  imports 
and  exports  go  through  this  port. 

During  the  year  1895  the  total  amount  of  coal  brought  to 
Corinto  was  300  tons,  and  this  came  from  Liverpool  in  sailing 
vessels. 

On  an  island  called  "  El  Cardon,"  at  the  entrance  of  harbour 
there  is  a  good  lighthouse  83  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  and 
the  light  can  be  seen  from  about  12  to  15  miles.  There  are  no  buoys 
in  the  entrance,  and  the  port  is  considered  in  every  way  safe  and 
good.  Ships  pay  10  c.  silver  (or  about  2\d.)  per  register  ton  in 
ballast,  and  20  c.  silver  (about  5d.)  if  they  bring  cargo.  Pilotage 
is  1  dol.  50  c.  silver  (about  3*.)  per  foot  both  ways,  either  in  or 
out     Sand  ballast  is  2  dol.  50  c.  (about  5*.)  per  ton. 

The  port  regulations  of  San  Juan  del  Sur  are  the  same  as 
Corinto,  and  although  small  it  is  considered  a  safe  and  good  har- 
bour ;  steamers  touch  there  with  less  frequency,  and  the  Pacific 
Mail  steamers  call  only  twice  a  month  up  and  down,  instead  of 
three  times  each  way  as  in  Corinto. 

Traffic  with  the  interior  is  carried  on  by  means  of  bullock 
carts,  and  goods  are  thus  conveyed  as  far  as  "San  Jorge"  on 
the  lake  of  Nicaragua,  whence  the  lake  steamer  carries 
them  to  Granada.  Owing  to  the  usually  bad  management  of 
railway  from  Corinto,  and  the  high  rate  charged  for  freight,  the 
port  of  San  Juan  del  Sur  has  been  more  used  of  late  by  merchants 
residing  in  Granada,  Masaya,  and  Managua. 

No  coal  seems  to  be  brought  to  this  port. 

There  is  a  lighthouse  on  a  very  high  hill  at  the  entrance  of 
port,  and  several  buoys  marking  positions  of  submarine  cables,  of 
the  Central  and  South  American  Telegraphic  Company,  who  have 
a  station  at  this  place. 
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Annex  A. — Return  of  Principal  Articles   of  Import  to 
Nicaragua  during  the  Year  1895. 


Articles. 


Manufactured  cotton  goods  of  all  kinds 
Woollen  goods,  Ac.       . ,         . . 
Provisions 
Wines  and  spirits 

Flour       

Barbed  wire  fencing 

Drugs 

Cement 

Matches 

Hardware 

Beer        

Candles    .. 
Soap 
Leather  .. 

Oil  

Spices 

Sewing  machines  and  machinery 

Sewing  thread 

Chinaware  and  glassware 

Paper,  books,  &c.  

Coffee  bags 

Ct-alvanised  iron  roofing 
Other  articles     .. 

Total 


Quantity. 


1 


1 


I* 

■n 


£ 


Value. 


£ 

824,000 

30,400 

12,600 

46,000 

32,000 

21,000 

20,800 

10,000 

4,000 

23,900 

9,000 

3,200 

8,000 

6,000 

1,500 

740 

12,160 

15,250 

6,200 

7,400 

8,600 

4,800 

246,650 


847,090 


Annex  B. — Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from 
Nicaragua  during  the  Year  1895. 


Articles. 


Coffee Bags 

Gold  bars  . .         . .  Ounces 

Gold  dust  . .         •  • 

Logwood,  fustic,  &c. 

Rubber !  Cwts. 

Silver  dollars 
Hides     .. 
Deerskins  •  • 

Cheese Cwts. 

Cattle |  Head. 

Soap Cases. 

Indigo    .. 

Sugar Bags  . 

Total 


Quantity 
(About). 


Approximate 
Value. 


£ 

190,000 

800,000 

»          ..             7,000 

21,700 

1,000 

4,000 

•  •                            •  • 

5,000 

..                            600 

5,300 

•  *                          •  • 

45,000 

..                          •• 

4,049 

•  •                          • . 

1,630 

2,500 

5,000 

8,200 

16,000 

2,500 

2,000 

•  • 

6,000 

55,000 

113,000 

1,027,679 
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Annex  C. — Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Nicaragua  from  and  to  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Year  1895. 


Country. 

Value. 

Exports.       | 

Imports. 

Great  Britain     . .         .  •         • . 

Germany.. 

United  States 

France 

Other  European  countries 

Central  American  States 

186,959       ! 
494,463       i 
190,509 
57,190 
8,558       1 
140,000      ! 

£ 
296,714 
166,614 
148,850 
104,376 
95,536 
40,000 

Total 

1,027,679      1 

847,090 

Annex  D.— Return  of  all  Ocean-going  Vessels  that  Entered  the 
Port  of  Corinto  during  the  Year  1895. 


Sailing.                               Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

T__.          Number  of 
Tons.       (     vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British        

American   ... 

German      

French       

Other  countries    ... 

800 
1,200      ! 

:::    i    ...4 

1,635      | 

ll',800 

1 
2 
6 

"*8 

800 
1,200 
11,800 

1,585 

Total       

6 

8,5*5                    6 

11,800 

12 

14,835 

Annex  E. — Return  of  all  Coasting  Vessels  that  have  Entered  the 
Port  of  Corinto  during  the  Year  1895. 


Sailing. 

Steam.                               Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of        T 
Vessels,    j       Tons 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Ton*. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British        

American*. M 

German      

Other  countries    ... 

•••                  "• 

*72 

129,'COO 

72 

129,600 

Total       

72 

129,600                 72 

i 

129,600 

*  These  are  the  Pacific  Mail  Company's  steamers  carrying  mails  and  freight  to  all  the  p  ir ts 
between  Panama  and  San  Francisco. 
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1728. 

1729. 

1780. 

1781. 

1782. 

1788. 

1784. 

1785. 

1736. 

1787, 


Price. 

Beira          lid. 

Saigon        Id. 

Trebizond Id. 

Vera  Cruz lfed. 

Patraa        Id. 

La  Bochelle          •  •        . .  lid. 

Madrid       ltd. 

Belgrade 24. 

Algiers       ,.        ..        ..  5d. 

Galveston 2}d. 

New  Orleans          ..         ..  2d. 

Suakin        Id. 

Pernambuoo          .,         ..  Id. 

Guatemala..        ..        ..  ljd, 

Guayaquil Id. 

Wenchow Id. 

Piraus        3d. 

Tokio          ,8d. 

Marseilles Id. 

Manila        Id. 

Jerusalem Id. 

Cherbourg 2d. 

Leghorn ,  ljd. 

Boston        lid. 

Kiungohow Id. 

Naples       2|d 

Stockholm 2d. 

Toruuna 2d. 

Rio  de  Janeiro       ..         ..  24d 

San  Jot*     ..         ..         ..  Id. 

Paramaribo            ..         ..  2d 

Brest          lid. 

Montevideo id. 

Charleston  ....         ..  2id. 

Baltimore Id. 

Tripoli        .,         ..         ,.  Id. 

Callao         id. 

Ningpo       Id 

Dunkirk lid. 

Batonm 2d. 

Hankow ,  lid. 

Foochow Sid 

Syra           id. 

Panama Id. 

Batavia lid. 

Genoa         3d. 

Caglisri 2id. 

Chicago 7id. 

Trieste       id. 

Hakodate id. 


Mannheim 

Panama 

Caracas 

Kiga.. 

Tokio 

Tatnan 

Portland 3d. 

Plume        ••        ..         ..  11$. 

Taganrog 2d. 

Swatow       .,        f#        .t     Id. 


Id. 

Id. 

Id. 
6id. 
lid. 

Id. 


No.  Price. 

1788.  Chungking lid. 

1789.  Angora       lid. 

1740.  Shanghai 2*d. 

1741.  Bilbao         8id. 

1742.  Tahiti         lid. 

1748.  New  Caledonia      ..         ..  lid. 

1744.  Amoy          ljd. 

1745.  Ichang        id. 

1746.  Berlin         id. 

1747.  Bio  de  Janeiro      ..         ..  5id. 

1748.  Porto  Rico lid. 

1749.  Montevideo ljd. 

1750.  San  Francisco        . .         . .  ad. 

1751.  Cayenne A&. 

1752.  Frankfort 8<L 

1768.  Malaga       8}d. 

1754.  Soul id 

1755.  Copenhagen           ..         ..  3d. 

1756.  Nice id. 

1757.  Lisbon        lid. 

1758.  Nagasaki    ..         ..         ..Id. 

1759.  Hamburg 2]d. 

1760.  Mozambique          ..         ..  2d. 

1761.  Cettinje*       .„         ..         ..  lid. 

1762.  The  Hague lid. 

1768.  Cephalonia..    '     ..         ..Id. 

1764.  Babia         id. 

1765.  Zanzibar Ud. 

1761.  Pakhoi        Jd. 

1767.  New  York 2d. 

1768.  Cbefoo        id. 

1769.  Caracas       id. 

1770.  Palermo Hid. 

1771.  Mombasa id. 

1772.  Nice           lid. 

1778.  Bucharest 4id. 

1774.  Port  Said lid. 

1775.  Galatz         ijd. 

1776.  Madrid        2d. 

1777.  Vienna        2d. 

1778.  Canton        ...      ..         ..  id. 

1779.  Yokohama lid. 

1780.  Newchwang id. 

1781.  Wuhu          id. 

1782.  Athens        2d. 

1788.  Tonga         ,.         .„         ..id. 

1784.  Smyrna fd. 

1785.  Baghdad id. 

1786.  Hiogo  and  Osaka  ..         ..  4ijd. 
1787..  Bangkok id. 

1788.  Odessa         2d. 

1789.  Naples         2d. 

1790.  Beyrout id. 

1791.  Tunis  ..         ..         ..lid 

1792.  Kiukiang    ..         ,.         ..  8d! 

1708.  Bangkok id. 

1794.  Rio  Urande  do  Sol..         . .  Id. 

1785.  Valparaiso id 

1796.  Brindisi 2*d 

1797.  Bushire       Id 
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CHKISTIANIA. 

Consul-General  Michdl  to  t/ie  Marquis  of  Salisbury. 

My.  Lord,  Chrutiania,  August  12, 1896, 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  my  Report  on  the 
Commerce  and  Navigation  of  this  country  during  the.  past  year. 

Jly  inability  to  forward  it  earlier  is  due  to  ill  health,  and  to 
the  long  journey  on  public  business  which  I  have  just  completed. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  T.  MICHELL. 
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Horn— The  following  are  the  rates  of  conversion  used  in  this  report  :— 

18  kroner       *-     U, 

1,000  kilogrammes         1 

10  hectolitres J        1  ton- 

100  litre*  22  imperial  gallons. 
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CHBISTIANIA. 

General  Remarks. 


In  comparison  with  the  two  previous  years,  the  estimated  official 
weight  and  value  of  the  goods  exchanged  between  Norway  and 
foreign  countries  in  1895  were  as  follows : — 


Tear. 

Weight. 

Velne. 

Imports. 

Kxporte. 

Total. 

Import!. 

Exports. 

ToteJ. 

1898  ...       ...  '     ... 

1894 

1895 ...        

Tone. 
1,986,000 
2,179,000 
2,281,000 

Tone. 
2,197,000 
2,162,000 
2,187,000 

Tons. 
4,182,000 
4,841,000 
4,468,000 

4 
11,886,000 
11,446,000 
12,860,000 

£ 
7,680,000 
7,888,000 
7,628,000 

£ 
18,926,000 
18,778,000 
19,978,000 

The  weight  of  imports  and  exports  rose,  severally,  over  1894 
by  102,000  and  25,000  tons  (or  by  an  aggregate  of  127,000  tons), 
and  their  value  by  905,000/.  and  295,000/.  respectively  (a  total  of 
1,200,000/.).  Thus  the  weight  of  imports  has  never  been  so  high, 
while  their  value  was  but  little  lower  than  in  1891,  after  which 
year  a  considerable  falling-off  in  value  took  place.  Exports  fell  a 
little  below  the  weight  attained  in  1893,  but  their  total  value 
reached  a  higher  figure  than  it  has  done  in  any  preceding  year. 

Comparing  the  values  imported  and  exported  in  1895,  the 
balance  of  trade,  which  depends  not  only  on  the  exchange  of  goods, 
but  also  on  the  proceeds  derived  from  shipping,  has  again,  as  in 
the  few  preceding  years,  shown  itself  considerably  less  favourable 
than  in  the  year  before.  Thus  while  the  average  value  of  exports 
from  1886  to  1890  was  2,600,000/.  less  than  that  of  imports,  the 
deficit,  which  in  1891  amounted  to  not  less  than  5,150,000/., 
4,083,000/.  in  1892,  3,805,000/.  in  1893,  and  4,111,000/.  in  1894, 
reached  4,722,000/.  last  year,  a  sum  which  can  scarcely  be  regarded 
as  having  been  counterbalanced  by  the  proceeds  derived  from 
shipping. 

The  reserve  of  bullion  in  the  bank  of  Norway  has  risen  from 
1,800,000*  in  1893  to  2,044,000/.  in  the  course  of  last  year.  This 
increase  is  probably  due  to  foreign  capital  which  has  flowed  into 
this  country,  especially  through  the  State  Loan. 
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CHBISTIANIA. 


The  following  translations  from  the  •'  Aftenposten "  give  an 
account  of  the  condition  of  trade  in  this  country,  which  is  sup- 
plemented by  the  reports  of  the  British  Vice-Consuls  in  Norway 
dealing  with  local  interests : — 


"o 


The  past  year  has  been  a  very  bad  one  for  agriculture.  The  Agriculture, 
present  position  of  the  fanners  is  worse  than  ever  before,  and 
help  from  the  State  is  much  needed,  a  fact  proved  by  careful 
enquiries  made  from  dependable  sources  on  all  sides.  In  fact  the 
unanimous  opinion  is  "bad."  Hard-working,  thrifty  farmers, 
having  no  claims  on  their  farms,  have  just  kept  out  of  difficulties, 
but  the  others  are  becoming  more  hard  pressed,  and,  unfortunately, 
by  far  the  larger  number  of  them  have  their  farms  heavily  mort- 
gaged. This  state  is  all  the  more  felt  as  other  branches  of  trade 
have  done  well  and  prospered.  Many  reasons  can  be  given  for 
this  deplorable  state  of  affairs: — (1)  foreign  competition;  (2) 
unfavourable  laws  and  regulations  made  during  the  last  20  years 
with  regard  to  agriculture. 

It  seems  that  farmers  are  at  last  beginning  to  realise  that  they 
must  send  up  men  to  the  Storthing  from  the  provinces  who  really 
represent  and  have  the  interests  of  agriculture  at  heart,  and  dis- 
regard the  complexion  of  their  political  opinions. 

An  agricultural  committee  has  now  been  appointed  to  enquire 
into  the  real  state  of  affairs. 

The  spring  of  1895  was  early  nearly  the  whole  country  round, 
and  work  went  on  promisingly.  But  these  promises  were  not 
destined  to  be  realised,  for  soon  in  the  east  and  west  a  long  wet 
period  set  in,  and  in  the  north  a  long  period  of  drought. 

Everywhere  the  quantity  of  hay  was  very  large,  especially  so  Hay. 
in  the  Smaalene  and  Buskerud  districts,  but  the  profit  was  greatly 
reduced  by  the  bad  weather  at  harvest  time. 

In  the  northern  districts  the  crops  and  harvest  were  good. 
Altogether  in  three  provinces  the  harvest  was  above  average,  in  14 
it  wa3  of  the  average  amount,  and  in  one  worse  than  usual. 

The  corn  harvest  varied  greatly  in  different  quarters.     In  most  Corn, 
cases  enormous  damage  was  done   by  heavy  rains.     Again  the 
northern  districts  had  better  fortune  owing  to  the  good  weather  at 
harvest  time.     10  provinces  reached  the  average  return,  7  were 
below  it. 

The  potato  crop  was  less  good  than  usual,  and  much  damage  Potato  crop. 
was  done  by  dry  rot.  Added  to  this  the  frost  came  early,  and 
consequently  many  potatoes  were  left  in  the  ground.  The  whole 
crop  amounted  to  less  than  half  the  usual  average.  This,  of  course, 
means  a  great  loss  to  the  farmers,  especially  in  the  north  and  at 
Trondhjem,  where  so  much  distilling  of  potato  spirit  is  carried  on. 

The  turnip  crop  was  only  good  in  Hedemarken.  Turnips. 

This  was  good  in  general,   and   especially  in    the    Bergen  Fndt 
district. 

Good  profits  were  made  in  the  sheep  trade  in  the  west.     A  far  Sheep, 
larger  number  of  slaughtered  sheep  were  sent  to  Christdania  than 
U8uaL    The  export  to  England  was  also  considerably  greater  than 
ever  before.    Prices  ranged  from  20s.  to  30*. 
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Fisheries. 

General 

remarks. 

Winter 
fishing. 


Summer 
fiHhcry. 


Dairies  Dairy  work  is  on  the  increase.    Many  new  dairies  were  started, 

but  clear  profits*  were  less  on  account  of  the  lower  prices  for 
butter.  Indeed,  all  agricultural  products  fetched  lower  prices  than 
usual,  except  potatoes.  Wages,  however,  increased,  and  this 
together  with  the  bad  autumn  render  the  prospects  for  farmers 
very  discouraging. 

The  agricultural  committee  mentioned  above  is  to  consider 
fresh  means  of  helping  agriculture.  Other  new  public  societies 
are  being  formed  from  time  to  timje  with  the  same  object  in  view, 
and  the  last  Storthing  voted  considerable  sums  for  this  purpose. 

Thi3  year's  fisheries  have  brought  more  surprises  and  disappoint- 
ments than  in  any  other  year.  The  old  year  ended  with  a 
succession  of  storms  unparalleled  in  this  generation.  The  new 
year  began  with  an  intense  cold.  At  first  prospects  were  very  bad. 
Fishermen  caught  no  cod  in  the  nets,  and  no  herrings  could  be  had 
for  bait  for  line  fishing.  Later  on  cod  proved  very  thin,  the  liver 
was  poor,  and  the  weight  small.  There  was  a  sudden  inrush  of 
large  herring  on  the  west  coast,  but  it  ceased  after  3  weeks,  and 
the  cod  fishery  did  not  improve  until  February  and  March  when 
a  permanent  change  of  weather  came.  By  the  end  of  April  the 
catch  was  unprecedented. 

The  winter  fishing  thus  proved  a  failure  for  herring,  and  a 
surprise  for  cod,  fishermen. 

This  also  opened  badly.  Mackerel  boats  on  the  south  coast 
experienced  extreme  cold  and  found  few  mackerel.  When  the 
water  became  warmer  matters  improved.  No  "  fat  herring  "  were 
caught  until  the  dog  days  had  set  in.  Before  the  end  of  the 
season  the  quantity  of  herrings  caught  could  not  be  disposed  of  at 
a  reasonable  price.  Before  the  "  fat  herring "  fishery  had  quite 
finished,  the  catch  of  "large  herring"  began,  increasing  as  the 
year  advanced. 

Other  fisheries  during  the  summer  and  autumn  were  less 
phenomenal.  Some  realised  only  a  middling  profit,  others  did 
well.  The  numerous  smacks  that  "  trailed "  for  mackerel  in  the 
North  Sea  made  their  trips  at  a  dead  loss. 

The  herring  fishery  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  also  very  poor. 

On  the  whole,  1895  showed  the  most  peculiar  results.  Owing 
to  the  large  quantity  of  fish  caught,  prices  fell  steadily  and 
reduced  the  value  of  the  catch,  which  was  thus  worth  less  than 
usual  in  spite  of  the  number  of  fish  taken  and  the  high  prices 
obtained  by  some  of  the  produce. 
Herrings.  The  high  prices  for  herrings  at  the  close  of  1894  and  beginning 

of  1895  brought  fishermen  together  early,  especially  large  prepara- 
tions being  made  on  the  west  coast.  At  some  places  trie  number 
of  fishermen  was  unusually  large  and  competition  among  them 
keen,  as  at  the  prices  then  ruling  the  first  few  barrels  would  have 
paid  the  expenses  of  the  entire  trip.  After  total  failure  in  January, 
and  only  moderate  results  in  the  beginning  of  February,  the  catch 
later  on  in  the  Stavanger  district  was  so  large  as  to  break  the  nets 
and  sink  some  of  the  boats.  In  one  day  prices  fell  from  10s.  to 
about  3$.  per  barrel.    Both  here  and  in  the  Bergen  district  the 
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catch  was  short  hut  good.  During  February  it  decreased  again, 
and  had  ceased  before  the  end  of  March. 

The  total  catch  amounted  to  107,000  "  crans,"  of  which  30,000 
were  caught  in  "sweep-nets,"  whilst  the  greater  part  were  taken  in 
"  bow-nets,"  and  the  rest  on  trailing-hooks  or  with  bait. 

The  average  price  was  a  little  under  7*.  9rf.  per  cran.  A  con- 
siderable amount  was  salted  down.  The  sale  went  off  rapidly, 
there  being  a  large  demand  for  herrings,  partly  for  food,  partly  for 
bait  Those  who  could  hardly  sell  herrings  at  all  in  the  autumn 
— when  they  fetched  just  the  price  of  the  salt  and  the  barrel — 
were  now  selling  them  at  11*.  Id.  to  13*.  4A  per  barrel  up  to  May. 

The  total  value  of  the  1,200,000  hectolitres  (120,000  tons) 
taken  was  about  5,750,000  kr.  (319,444/.),  which  is  above  the 
average  value  but  less  than  the  average  amount. 

Export  was  at  first  carried  on  at  very  good  prices,  later  they 
fell. 

The  export  of  salt  herrings  in  proportion  to  the  total  catch  the 
last  few  years  has  been  as  follows. 


,  Quantity. 

Tear. 

Total  Catch. 

Export  (lint 
11  months). 

1808       

1894       

1896        

Tons. 
185,400 

68,200 
122,000 

Tons. 
118,167 
59,069 

71,644 

The  total  value  of  herrings  exported  in  the  first  11  months  of 
1895  was  10,500,000  kr.  (583,333/.),  including  the  value  of  the 
"fat  herring"  and  "  winter  herring"  catch,  which  was  a  little  over 
1,000,000  hectolitres  (100,000  tone),  worth  4,500,000  kr. 
(250,000/.). 

Owing  to  the  intense  cold  there  were  few  fish  caught  in  the  Codfiahcry. 
beginning  of  the  year,  and  bait  was  also  scarce.  On  the  west 
coast,  in  the  Bergen  and  Stavanger  districts,  the  fishery  was  a 
total  failure.  Many  fishermen,  tempted  to  come  there  from  the 
north  by  the  previous  good  years,  had  to  be  sent  home  at  the 
public  expense.  It  was  also  very  bad  in  the  Eomsdal  district.  In 
the  north  better  weather  improved  the  fishing  in  February  and 
March.  The  larger  part  were  caught  on  lines.  In  the  northern 
part  of  Trondelagen  and  in  the  Nordland  fishing  was  very  good. 
In  Lofoten  the  catch  was  heavier  than  it  had  ever  been  before. 
Consequently  prices  fell  from  about  20  kr.  (U  2s.  3d.)  per  100 
fish  down  to  halt*  that  value.  Everywhere  fish  were  small  and  Liver, 
thin  with  poor  livers,  and  they  were  frequently  weighed  to  judge 
their  quality.  1,000  to  1,300  fish  were  needed  to  reach  a  hectolitre 
from  which  barely  30  per  cent,  of  cod-liver  oil  was  to  be  obtained. 

The  high  prices  at  first  paid  for  liver  in  Lofoteu  soon  fell  from 
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Mackerel. 


Salmon. 

Lobsters. 
Total  yalne. 


Fishing 
societies. 


25  to  10  or  12  kr.  (1/.  7s.  9d.  to  11*.  Id.  or  13*.  4<£),  according  as 
it  contained  a  large  or  small  amount  of  oil. 

Itofe  also  fetched  lower  prices  than  was  expected,  and  the 
profits  from  the  heavy  catches  were  thus  not  so  large  as  had  been 
hoped.  At  the  close  of  the  season,  at  the  end  of  April,  the  whole 
catch  amounted  to  the  unusually  high  figure  of  60,000,000  fish. 

The  fishing  in  Finmarken  was  not  very  successful  although 
carried  on  up  to  the  month  of  June,  the  entire  catch  amounted  to 
about  9,000,000  fish,  the  average  catch  being  about  15,000,000. 
The  result  as  a  whole  was  an  unusually  large  amount  of  fish,  very 
little  liver;  and  only  a  small  amount  of  roe.  The  whole  was 
worth  about  3,000,000  kr,  (166,667/.)  less  than  in  1894,  and 
2,750,000  kr.  (152,778/.)  under  the  average  for  the  years 
1890-94.  The  diminution  in  value  was  caused  by  the  low  prices 
at  the  time  of  the  largest  catch.  20,000  barrels  of  cod-liver  oil 
were  obtained,  which  fetched  much  better  prices  than  for  many 
years  before,  the  "  steam  "  oil  costing  130  to  135  kr.  (7/.  4s.  6d.  to 
11.  10s.),  and  "  clear  "  oil  between  70  and  82  kr.  (3/.  7*.  9rf.  and 
4/.  lis.)- 

Profits  were  very  unevenly  distributed.  Those  who  used 
expensive  nets  hardly  cleared  expenses,  whilst  some  of  the  line 
fishers  got  from  300  to  400  kr.  (17/.  15s.  6d.  to  22/.  4s.  6<7.)  per 
head. 

The  catches  out  at  sea  and  on  the  banks  were  good  for  nearly 
all  concerned.  The  catch  of  coal-fish  ("  sei-fisk  '*)  was  above  the 
average  on  the  whole. 

*  The  mackerel  fishing,  on  the  contrary;  was  a  total  failure. 
Particularly  the  boats  "  whiffing  "  for  mackerel  never  earned  less 
than  in  this  year  in  spite  of  the  high  prices. 

Salmon  fishing  was  fairly  good,  in  some  plaices  in  the  South 
even  exceptionally  good. 

Lobster  catching  was  poor. 

The  aggregate  value  of  all  the  fisheries  was  most  unsatisfac- 
tory, being  about  23,500,000,  although  much  cod  was  caught,  and 
herrings  sold  well.  As  a  rule  the  catch  of  cod  is  worth  60  to  66 
per  cent,  of  the  whole.  This  year  it  only  represented  54  per 
cent. 

The  total  value  of  fish  exports  was  about  40,333,333  kr. 
(2,236,111/.)  or  rather  less  than  an  average  year,  but  more  than 
the  year  preceding,  when  the  export  of  fat  herring  was  extremely 
low. 

Public  societies  for  the  advancement  of  the  fishing  trade  are 
finding  more  followers  among  the  fishing  population,  which  begins 
to  understand  how  necessary  improvements  are.  There  has  never 
been  a  larger  demand  for  bigger  and  safer  boats  and  smacks  than 
now.  So  many  applications  have  been  received  by  the  institutors 
of  a  fund  for  loans  for  the  building  of  larger  and  more  modern 
vessels,  that  may  have  had  to  be  refused. 

*  The  societies  of  fishermen  formed  in  most  of  the  fishing  towns 
have  been  here  and  there  augmented.  In  Trondelagcn  there  are 
5  such  societies  at  work.     Most  of  the  rest  are  dependencies 
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of  the  head  society  in  Bergen.  In  the  last  Storthing  pay  was 
voted  for  a  departmental  officer,  who  should  take  charge,  to  some 
extent,  of  the  working  of  the  society. 

A  Commission  has  been  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  question 
of  herring  poachers ;  another  is  expected  to  draft  laws  concerning 
salmon  fishing. 

Ice  Trade. 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  table  given  below,  325,000  register  tons 
of  ice  were  exported  in  1895,  which  amount  is  within  3,000  or 
4,000  tons  of  the  amount  exported  in  1894,  or  a  fair  average  year's 
export. 

For  the  greater  part  of  this  ice— as  has  been  the  rule  in  late 
years — contracts  were  already  made  in  '  the  preceding  autumn 
between  the  Norwegian  shippers  and  the  foreign  merchants. 

Contract  prices  were  low,  but  as  there  was  no  difficulty  in 
finding  vessels  for  the  cargoes,  the  profit  may  be  considered  to 
have  quite  fulfilled  the  shippers'  expectations. 

The  latter  half  of  the  winter  was  especially  cold,  and  con- 
sequently the  ice  was  unusually  thick  and  sound ;  snowfalls  were 
not  heavier  than  usual;  therefore,  labour  was  comparatively 
cheap. 

More  ice  was  stored  than  exported,  consequently  at  the  close 
of  the  year  several  ice-houses  were  not  empty. 

No  special  revival  of  trade  took  place  in  1895. 

As  already  stated,  most  contracts  were  made  beforehand,  and 
no  unexpected  occurrences  took  place,  e.g.,  a  sudden  spell  of  warm 
weather  or  a  large  export  to  Germany  or  any  other  unusual 
markets,  which  could  cause  an  increase  on  the  small  number  of 
chance  orders. 

Competition  between  the  shippers  was  sharp,  both  for  the 
previous  contracts,  and  the  chance  orders  in  the  course  of  the 
year. 

The  collective  export  in  1895  was : — 


Month. 

Quantity. 

January     

February    .... 

March         

April          

May 

Jane           

July 

August        

September 

October 

November  .. 

December 

Tons. 

6,878 
15,004 
42,048 
14,728 
28,748 
34,472 
49,806 
39,562 
89,667 
28,463 
15,310 

7,238 

Total 

324,960 
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The  total  export  was : — 


Year. 

Quantity. 

1898           

1894           

Tons. 
389,708 
828,788 

The  most  important  export  towns  were  :- 

Chrtetiania 

Kragerfc' 

DrObak 

Brevik 

Porsgxund 

Moas 


Quantity. 


Tons. 
76,299 
07,988 
66,562 
68,202 
24,102 
8,242 


Matches.  The  export  of  matches  during  1895  was  about  4,201,600  kilos., 

as  against  3,711,600  kilos,  in  1894,  and  4,396,400  kUos.  in  1893. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  prices  were  about  the  same  as 
in  1894,  but  owing  to  overwhelming  competition  from  Japan,  and 
the  surplus  stock,  which  was  considerable,  prices  fell  throughout 
the  spring,  and  even  at  reduced  prices  it  was  hard  to  effect  any 
sale. 

In  the  course  of  the  autumn  several  orders  were  received, 
and  though  prices  ruled  low  a  large  quantity  was  disposed  of 
in  many  of  the  store9  so  that  the  surplus  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  small. 

The  year's  output  was  under  the  average,  and  for  many 
factories  insufficient. 

In  consequence  two  factories  have  ceased  working  entirely, 
one  has  passed  into  other  hands,  and  at  all  the  other  factories 
business  has  been  considerably  lessened. 
Mining.  A  large  foreign  loan  was  obtained  for  the  placing  of  machine 

ltoro*  copper  power  in  the  various  pits,  instead  of  man  and  horse- power.  The 
plan  is  to  transmit  600  to  700  horse-power  by  electricity  to  the 
higher  pits  from  the  Kuraas  pit  near  Jensvold  station,  about 
midway  between  the  chief  pits,  "  Storvarts,"  lt  Kongensgrube," 
"  Muggruben,"  and  "  Christian  Sextus,"  and  from  5  to  7  kiloms.  from 
each  of  them,  so  as  to  secure  a  strong  drivingpower  for  machinery 
there.  When  this  work,  which  is  now  begun,  is  finished,  it  is 
calculated  that  the  cost  of  production  will  be  considerably 
decreased. 

The  amount  produced  in  1895  was  much  about  the  same  as 
in  former  years. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  at  the  end  of  the  eighties  the 
enormous  purchases  by  a  copper  syndicate  sent  the  price  up 
immensely  all  the  world  over.     But,  of  course,  these  unnatural 


works. 
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prices  could  not  last,  and  in  a  month's  time,  from  March  to  April, 
1889,  the  prices  fell  from  79/.  10s.  to  45/.  10*.  per  ton.  Later  on, 
they  went  even  lower  to  about  40/.,  but  during  the  past  year,  in 
spite  of  a  relapse  now  and  then,  they  increased  a  little. 

At  the  Sulitelma  copper  works  business  was  very  brisk,  and  Sulifcelma 
enlargements  of  the  works  are  on  hand.    In  September  a  dynamite  copper  works, 
explosion  occurred  in  the  Giken  pit,  one  of  the  uppermost.     Two 
men  were  killed. 

ArendaTs  works  produced,  with  an  average  of  130  men,  1,400  Arendal 
tons  of  washed  ore  with  20  per  cent,  of  copper.  copper  works. 

The  veins  in  the  mines  are  very  good  on  an  average,  and 
especially  a  vein  in  "Skram  of  Stoll  2,"  of  "Bunt"  copper  ore 
with  a  considerable  admixture  of  silver. 

Work  in  the  Visgnes  mine  was  stopped  at  the  end  of  1893  as  Viagnea  mine 
far  as  mining  was  concerned.  The  directors  established  there, 
chiefly  for  the  employment  of  the  poor  belonging  to  the  mine, 
several  different  factories,  such  as  weaving,  metal  foundries  with 
a  small  adjoining  workshop,  and  a  certain  amount  of  farming,  but 
that  was  given  up  this  year  as  impracticable. 

A  quantity  of  ore  is  said  to  have  been  found  near  the  old  Fr6en  and 
works  at  Froen  and  near  Kopervik.     But  these  discoveries  have  Kopervik. 
not  yet  been  closely  enough  examined  to  give  any  hope  for  the 
future. 

At  Eingerikes  nickel  works  business  has  not  been  so  good,  Bingerikea 
whilst  at  Evge  nickel  works  it  is  the  same.    When,  however,  the  mckel  work8, 
Sceterdals  Eailway  is  ready  this  autumn,  it  is  to  be  hoped  things 
will  mend. 

Sande  zinc  works  near  Eyfylke  have  also  stopped.      A  few  Sando. 
men  are  engaged  just  to  keep  things  in  order  until  the  June  trade 
improves. 

Knaben  Molybdenglans  mine  is  kept  at  work  with  about  a  Knaben  ' 

score  of  men  chiefly  during  the  summer  time,  and  gives  a  yearly  Molybdon- 
produce  of  about  7  tons  pure  sulphuret  of  molybdenum,  obtaining  glan8# 
about  2  kr.  (2s.  2d,)  per  1  kilo. 

Many  iron  mines  along  the  coast  are  stopped.    There  has  been  i^,,. 
a  small  demand  from  abroad  for  ore  from  many  of  these  mines, 
but  it  is  more  to  be  hoped  than  expected  that  any  considerable 
work  will  be  started  again  in  the  near  future. 

The  chief  ironworks  still  working  are  those  at  Noes — more 
correctly  steel  works.  Business  there  has  been  about  the  same 
as  in  the  past  7  years. 

Business  at  Rutil,  in  the  Arendal -Kragero  neighbourhood,  is  on  Rutil. 
the  increase.    The  produce  in  1895  amounted  probably  to  about 
20  to  30  tons,  worth  40,000  to  50,000  kr.  (2,240Z.  to  2,800Z.). 

The  "  Compagnie  fran9aise  des  Mines  de  Bamble  "  have  done 
next  to  no  business  again  this  year.  Up  to  now  this  company 
has  had  its  chief  works  at  its  apatite  mines  in  Bamble;  now 
business  is  left  there  on  account  of  the  present  depression  in  the 
apatite  trade.  They  have,  on  the  other  hand,  done  a  good  deal 
in  thorite  in  their  apatite  mines. 

Johan  DahlTs    apatite    mines    in  Bamble  have  done  good 
(2252)  B 
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business  all  the  year  through  with  about  46  men  employed. 
The  product  amounted  to  1,200  tons  of  apatite,  of  which  500  tons 
were  classed  as  No.  1  (giving  85  to  90  per  cent),  and  700  tons  as 
No.  2  (68  to  75  per  cent).  100  tons  of  No.  1  and  1,000  tons 
of  No.  2  were  exported  abroad,  and  No.  1  fetched  65  kr.  (31.  12s.) 
per  ton. 

The  export  of  hewn  (cut)  stone  in  1894  was  52,344  tons,  worth 
50,888/.  The  export  for  1895  was  slightly  larger.  On  the  other 
hand  the  price  was  lower  in  1895  than  ever  was  known  before. 
The  demand  was  certainly  slightly  larger,  but  the  production  was 
immensely  increased. 

As  was  proposed  last  year,  Chr.  Anker's  marble  business  at 
Fredrikshald  has  been  turned  into  a  company  with  62,500/.  of 
capital.  The  company  is  called  "  The  Anker  Marble  Company," 
Fredrikshald,  and  the  shareholders  are  partly  Danish,  partly 
Norwegian.  There  is  a  largely  increasing  demand  for  the  marble 
both  at  home  and  abroad. 

During  the  first  10  months  of  the  year,  999,428  inland 
telegrams  and  521,293  foreign  telegrams  were  sent,  against  938,294 
and  506,916  respectively  in  the  same  10  months  in  1894. 

Direct  communication  was  established  between  Christiania  and 
Copenhagen  from  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  between  Berlin 
and  Christiania  from  July  1. 

In  the  preceding  year  the  Storthing  voted  a  grant  of  90,000  kr. 
(5,000/.)  for  the  purchase  of  a  cable-ship  for  the  Telegraph  De- 
partment. A  tender  was  accepted  from  the  Christiansand  (S.) 
Mechanical  Works,  and  the  ship  was  delivered  ready  about  the 
middle  of  September.  The  necessary  machinery  for  the  ship  was 
bought  after  separate  tenders  partly  from  Nylands'  Works  in 
Christiania,  and  partly  from  the  Christiansand  (S.)  Works. 

In  1895  the  Stortning  voted  for  the  extension  of  the  service  as 
follows : — 
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Table  showing  Complete  Vote  for  Extension  of  the  Two  Systems. 
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8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

18 
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15 
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Description. 


Establishment  of  •  telegraph  line  between  Kvitingso 
and  Skodenes,  opened  in  July         

Completion  of  a  telegraph  line  from  Havdsund  to 

Ingo,  with  a  loop  Hoe  to  Rolfsdhavn  and  SnQiord. . 

(For  this  line  80,000  kr.  (1,666/.)  had  been 

previously  voted.    The  offices  at  Ing6,  Rolfsdbavn, 

end  SoQiord,  were  opened  on  January  1.) 

For  the  commencement  of  a  telegraph  lino  from 
Gibostad  over  the  upper  side  of  Senjen  to  Bjarktt, 
with  a  loop  line  to  Holmenovcr 

Commencement  of  telephone  line  from  Losrdalsdrcn 
past  Sogndal  and  Leikanger  to  Balholmcn,  witb 
fixing  of  a  telegraph  wire  to  the  same  potts 

Erection  of  an  extra  (new)  wire  from  Atlesund  to 
Kjelsundet  at  Qurskoen 

Laying  down  a  telephone  line  from  Skoerhallen  to 

Papperhavn  in  Hvaler         

(Stations  at  the  above  places  and  at  Bolings- 
havn,Huter,  and  Nygaard  were  opened  October  29.) 

Erection  of  a  telephone  office  in  Skjold  on  the  line 
between  Tftnsberg  and  Foerder,  opened  on  October 
29,  and  named  Yasser 

Erection  of  a  telephone  station  in  Skjold,  on  the 
telegraph  line  between  Hangesund  and  Siaanevik. . 

Commencement  of  a  new  wiref  rom  Cbristiaoia  to 
Arendal,  and  a  new  wire  irom  Christiania  to  Skien 

Establishment  of  a  new  wire  from  Tontaalen  to 
Frydenlond,  open  on  October  25,  when  the  tele- 
graph station  at  Valdres  was  removed  to  the 
last-named  place 

Constructing  a  telegraph  line  from  Trondhjem  to 
Stenkjcer,  and  a  similar  line  from  Trondhjem  to 
StjOrdakhalfen  ;  alto  from  the  latter  place  to  the 
mountain  district,  with  a  branch  line  to  Hoplen, 
to  be  open  for  use  in  the  month  of  January 

Construction  of  a  telephone  line  from  Orindabeim 

in  Yaldres  to  Loerdalsdren 

(The  construction  of  this  line  is  completed,  and 
stations  will  be  opened  goon.) 

Construction  of  a  telephone  line  from  Christiania 
to  the  Swedish  frontier,  via  Fredrikshald ;  from 
Christiania  via  Moss,  to  Sarpsborg  and  Fredrik- 
stad;   and  from  Fredrikstad  via  Sarpsborg   to 

Fredrikshald 

(The  conductors  are  fixed,  and  the  whole  will 
soon  be  ready  for  use.^ 

Construction  of  two  telephone  lines  from  Christiania 
to  Skien,  with  a  branch    lino   from   Skien  to 

Porsarnnd  and  Brevik        

(Work    had  to  be  suspended   at  the  end  of 
October,  owing  to  mow  and  frost.) 

Construction  of  two  telephone  lines  from  Arendal  to 
Tvedestrand,  and  twcisimilar  lines  from  Christian- 
sand  (8.)  to  Mandalj  both  of  which  lines  are  in 
progress         ..         .1 

Purchase  by  contract  from  forest  proprietors  of 
timber  along  a  telephone  line  to  be  constructed 
from  Christiania  to  Bergen 


Amount 


Currency.     Sterling. 


(2252) 


Kroner. 
16,500 
21,000 


40,000 


80,000 

1,666 

14,500 

805 

17,000 

945 

450 

25 

450 

25 

28,000 

1,655 

1,600 

62,000 
22,000 

85,5G0 
77,800 

86,000 
50,000 


£ 

916 
1,166 


889 

2,889 
1,222 

4,750 
4,822 

2,000 
2,778 


B  2 
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Timber.  The  late  improvement  in  business  generally  has  also  been  felt 

in  the  timber  trade.  After  the  disastrous  year  of  1893  came  an 
advance  which  was  maintained  in  most  of  the  markets.  The 
price  for  planed  timbers  (Hovellast)  to  the  west  coast  of  England 
— which  in  the  spring  of  1893  fell  to  71.  2s.  6d.,  and  during  the 
greater  part  of  1894  and  the  spring,  of  1895  remained  between 
71.  7s.  6d.  and  71.  10s. — rose  during  the  summer  and  autumn  to 
71.  10*.  Here  it  remained  until  December,  when  it  rose  further 
to  8/.,  but  prices  will  hardly  keep  so  high  unless  the  sellers  agree 
better  than  formerly.  There  has  also  been  an  upward  tendency 
on  the  east  coast  of  England  and  in  the  Channel  ports. 

The  Dutch  market  has  not  been  favourable  for  timber  export 
Prices  ruled  very  low  up  to  the  autumn.  For  the  time  being  they 
have  risen  slightly.  The  export  to  Holland  is  for  the  present  not 
very  satisfactory,  chiefly  owing  to  the  severe  competition  with 
Sweden,  but  apart  from  this  latter  country  there  has  been  a  steady 
rise  in  prices  in  foreign  trade. 

The  export  of  poles  to  England  will  very  probably  have  soon 
to  cease  entirely,  as  the  prices  are  so  low  that  it  has  become 
impossible  to  purchase  poles  which  have  to  be  forwarded  by  rail 
or  canal  to  the  place  of  shipment. 

In  the  first  11  months  of  the  year  1,579,200  cubic  metres  of 
all  sorts  of  timber  were  exported  from  Norway,  against  1,627,600 
cubic  metres  during  the  same  period  in  the  year  1894.  The 
export  has  not  been  so  low  since  1879.  The  decrease  was  almost 
entirely  on  round  timbers. 

The  following  table  gives  the  amount  of  all  kinds'  of  timber 
exported  from  Norway  in  the  first  11  months  of  1895  in  thousands 
of  cubic  metres : — 


In  Thousands  of  Cubic  Metres. 

Articles. 

1893. 

1894. 

1896. 

Planed  timber 

481 

476 

471 

Cat  timber       

489 

48* 

446 

Hewn  timber 

77 

87 

75 

Round  timber,  including  poles 

458 

467 

405 

Stoves 

82 

74 

85 

Firewood          

74 

91 

100 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  decrease  was  in  the  least  valuable  sorts 
of  timber,  that  in  planed  boards  being  only  1  per  cent,  or  5,000 
cubic  metres,  whilst  the  export  of  cut  timber  has  increased  by 
13,000  cubic  metres. 

The  following  is  a  table  showing  the  amount  of  planed  timbers 
exported  from  Norway  in  1894-95  : — 
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Country. 

Quantity. 

1894. 

1805. 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland 

Holland 

Australia 

Africa 

Cubic  metres. 

332,000 

52,000 

51,000 

27,000 

Cable  metres. 

826,000 

44,000 

59,000 

31,000 

Only  a  comparatively  small  quantity  was  exported,  to  France 
and  Belgium,  chiefly  owing  to  the  prohibitive  French  duties, 
which  came  into  force  in  1892,  for  which  reason  also  there  has 
been  no  timber  exported  to  Spain  from  this  country. 

The  export  of  planed  boards  to  Holland  has  decreased  in  the 
past  year  owing  chiefly  to  the  depression  in  the  timber  trade  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year. 

The  export  to  Africa  nnd  Australia  seems  to  be  steadily  on  the 
increase. 

Prices  on  the  whole  have  been  about  the  same  as  in  1894,  5  to 
7  per  cent,  higher  than  in  1893. 

Prices  for  shedding  boards  have  also  risen. 

The  tourist  season  of  1895  was  not  very  successful.     None  the  Tourists, 
less  27,000  tourists  and  travellers  visited  the  country  according  to 
the  statistics.     It  cannot  be  accurately  ascertained  how  many 
Norwegians  were  among  the  number.    Not  a  few,  at  all  events. 

For  foot  tourists  the  past  summer  was  simply  hopeless.  The 
weather  up  in  the  mountainous  parts  was  unequalled  since  the  wet 
summers  of  1860  and  1862. 

The  Gudbrandsdalen  was  one  of  the  places  most  sought  after, 
owing  partly  to  the  opening  of  the  railway  to  Tretten.  The  traffic 
in  this  valley  nearly  reached  the  dimensions  of  the  great  traffic  of 
1877,  when  the  valley  was  the  main  communication. 

Valdres  was  visited  by  a  much  smaller  number  of  travellers, 
but  this  decrease,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  is  only  temporary. 

Telemarken  was  visited  by  large  numbers,  a  fact  proved  by  the 
necessity  already  apparent  of  enlarging  the  big  new  Hotel  Dalen  at 
Bandak.  There  was  likewise  a  good  deal  of  traffic  on  the  Stryn 
and  Geiranger  road.  But  the  accommodation  all  along  this  route 
is  very  small,  and  much  must  be  done  at  once  towards  building 
hotels,  &c. 

Favourable  prospects  in  this  trade  were  disappointed  by  a  Tile  works, 
general  strike  of  workmen  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  who  claimed 
higher  wages.     This  was  followed  by  a  period  of  continual  heavy 
rain,  unequalled  since  1864,  after   which  came   unusually  large 
supplies  from  works  outside  the  town. 

The  strike  commenced  on  May  12,  when  work  usually  begins, 
and  ended  on  June  6.  Consequently  25  ore  (3d.)  more  was  charged 
per  1,000  delivered  bricks.  The  entire  produce  of  the  Christiania 
Valley  for  last  year  was  about  46,000,000,  but  as  3  new  tile  woiks 
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were  started  in  1893,  this  amount  would  have  been  slightly 
increased  but  for  the  above-mentioned  strike  which  reduced  the 
entire  product  to  about  the  average  level 

Prices  which  in  former  years  were  about  19  kr.  (1/.  1*.)  per 
1,000  bricks,  rose  gradually  through  an  unusually  large  demand, 
until  they  reached  30  kr.  (1/.  13*.  4d.),  a  price  unheard  of  since  the 
seventies. 

The  import  from  works  outside  the  town  in  1894  was  33,750,000, 
against  23,750,000  in  1893,  while  the  past  year  it  is  said  to  have 
been  slightly  larger  than  in  1894.  Thus  last  year  about  80,000,000 
were  disposed  of  in  Christiania  altogether.  Whether  building  can 
be  carried  on  much  longer  on  the  same  scale  depends  entirely  on 
the  increase  of  the  inhabitants.  This  has  been  6,000  per  annum 
from  1889  to  and  including  1894 

The  country's  export  of  bricks  has  been  inconsiderable  com- 
pared with  that  of  former  years  : — 


Year. 

Number. 

1889 

1898 

1894 

7,431,000 
8,511,000 
3,651,000 

The  manufacture  of  tiles  has  been  about  the  average,  viz., 
1,000,000. 

The  import  in  1894  was  693,500,  against  948,000  in  1893. 
The  import  of  glazed  tiles  was  194,000,  against  230,000  in  1893. 

2,720,600  bricks  were  imported  in  1894,  including  chiefly  fire- 
bricks and  facing  stones.    The  works  in  and  around  Christiania 
occupied  about  1,000  to  1,100  men. 
Cement  This  branch  of  trade  has,  according  to  report,  made  much 

factories  progress  during  the  past  year.  The  amount  produced  has  been 
considerable,  and  the  quality  is  such  that  it  can  now  hold  its  own 
against  that  made  by  foreign  manufactories  of  long  years  standing. 

In  representations  made  on  several  occasions  to  the  Storthing 
with  regard  to  a  protective  duty,  the  company  states  that  with 
170  workmen  they  can  yearly  produce  18,000,000  kilos.  (18,000 
tons),  i.e.,  about  2,000,000  kilos.  (2,000  tons)  more  than  the  import 
of  1892,  which,  as  far  as  can  be  seen,  appears  to  be  the  largest. 
With  140  men  14,000,000  kilos.  (14,000  tons)  could  be  produced, 
about  the  same  amount  as  the  import  of  1893  and  1894. 
Nail  lactones.  ^his  branch  has  not  done  well  during  the  past  year.  The 
demand  is  not  in  proportion  to  the  home  supply,  and  foreign  com- 
petition keeps  prices  down  very  low.  The  quantity  exported  has 
not  changed  much.  The  chief  markets  for  nails,  besides  Sweden, 
are  India  and  the  East,  through  London,  Hamburg,  Amsterdam, 
and  Antwerp.  The  total  export  in  1894  was  3,969,000  kilos,  (or 
3,969  tons)  worth  41,894/.,  against  3,908,000  kilos.  (3,908  tons) 
worth  39,077/.  in  1893. 
Horee-flhoee.  This  trade  has  continued  under  much  the  same  conditions  as 

last  year.    Heavy  competition  and  reduced  prices  minimised  the 
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profits.  The  total  export  in  1894  was  about  4,112  tons,  against 
4,651  tons  in  1893.  Of  these  in  1894  1,509  tons  went  to  England, 
1,361  tons  to  France,  and  489  tons  to  Belgium.  The  statistics  for 
1895  are  not  yet  published. 

This  trade  has  only  partly  realised  the  expectations  of  last  Mechanical 
year.    Few  workshops  were  or  are  well  employed,  or  make  any  ▼n*100!* 
profit,  while  the  majority  have  little  to  do.    Many  workmen  have 
been  dismissed  during  the  past  year,  and  staffs  have  been  reduced. 

Cellulose  factories  have  done  badly.  Prices  fell  in  view  of  the  Chemical 
many  new  factories  in  Sweden  and  Norway,  which  have  flooded  P^p. 
the  market  with  pulp.  But  in  spite  of  this  depression  the  demand 
has  increased  enormously,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  before  long 
this  will  cause  a  rise  in  price.  The  English  market  in  particular 
has  increased  its  demands.  Thirteen  cellulose  factories  are  now  at 
work.  The  entire  export  in  1895  amounted  to  about  50,000  tons 
dry  and  7,000  tons  wet,  against  35,000  and  9,000  tons  respectively 
in  1894. 

The  total  value  was  about  7,000,000  kr.  (388,888/.). 

The  past  year  has  been  unfavourable.    A  considerable  stock  Mechanical 
remained  from  the  year'  1894,  and  the  demand  from  England,  the  P«lp- 
chief  market  for  Norwegian  pulp,  decreased  enormously  in  the 
first  half  of  the  year.    It  improved  slightly  later,  but  did  not  reach 
the  former  leveL 

The  whole  export  in  1894  amounted  to  about  245,000  tons, 
worth  8,000,000  kr.  (445,000/.). 

The  laying  down  of  new  railways  gives  much  work,  but  com-  Railways, 
petition  for  it  is  severe  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

A  few  special  works,  such  as  those  for  making  railway  carriages, 
building  bridges,  or  the  like,  are  said  to  have  succeeded  fairly  well. 
There  seems  to  be  an  increasing  tendency  for  the  different  works 
to  specialise  and  adopt  only  one  line  of  manufacture. 

The  quantity  of  cotton  imported  during  the  first  11  months  of  Cotton 
1895  reached  2,374,990  kilos.  (2,374  tons),  against  2,479,374  kilos.  h*dl»*7' 
(2,479  tons)  during  the  same  period  in  1894  IlI,port• 

Prices  rose  steadily  all  the  year,  the  result  at  first  of  speculation  prices, 
in  America,  and  later,  of  a   somewhat    unsatisfactory  harvest, 
especially  in  the  Texas  district. 

The*  import  of  uncolouredyarn  was  1,154,157  kilos.  (1,154  tons),  cotton  yam. 
of  which  over  two-thirds  came  from  England,  against  1,007,692  Import, 
kilos.  (1,007  tons)  in  1894. 

The  export  was  72,761  kilos.  (73  tons),  against  64,096  kilos.  Export. 
(64  tons)  in  the  year  before.     Of  this  the  greater  part  went  to 
Denmark. 

Cotton  mills — in  so  far  as  they  are  united  to  large  factories —  Cotton  mills, 
have  been  fully  employed,  and  have  done  well  during  the  rise  in 
prices  for  cotton,  and  the  consequent  improvement  in  price  of 
manufactured  products.  Mills,  on  the  contrary,  which  are  only 
dependent  on  the  coarser  kinds  of  yarn  for  domestic  use,  have  felt 
the  sharp  competition  from  abroad,  especially  from  Sweden. 

The  following  tables  show  the  quantity  of  cotton  goods  imported  Cotton 
jto  and  exported  from  Norway  during  the  years  1894-95 :—  goods. 
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NORWAY. 

IMFOBT8. 


Quantity. 

1894. 

1895. 

Unbleached           . .         ..         •• 

Coloured  or  bleached 

Striped  (not  printed) 

Printed 

Tons. 
801 
864 
515 
211 

Tom. 
858 

1,084 
581 
244 

Total 

2,891 

2,717 

fiXPOBTB. 


Quantity. 

1894. 

1895. 

Unbleached           

Coloured  or  bleached 

Striped       

Not  specified        

Tons. 

60 

8 

819 

151 

Tons. 

57 

8 

881 

225 

Total 

588 

666 

Weaving 
factories. 
Bleached 
linens. 


Unbleached 
linens. 


Wool 
industry. 
Import. 
Export. 


Demand. 


These  have  been  kept  busy — as  far  as  they  have  not  confined 
themselves  to  weaving  unbleached  linens  alone — and  made  good 
profits.  As  has  been  the  case  of  late  years,  striped  cotton  goods — 
woven  and  coloured  yarn — have  been  the  chief  articles  manufac- 
tured. 

Unbleached  linens,  and  particularly  the  light  cheap  qualities, 
cannot  any  longer  be  woven  advantageously  in  view  of  the  large 
quantity  produced  abroad.  Wages  also,  as  well  as  taxes  and 
expenses,  are  very  high.  Accordingly  the  unbleached  linen  which 
is  used  for  printing,  &c,  is,  with  few  exceptions,  imported  from 
abroad. 

The  quantity  of  woollen  goods  imported  into  Norway  in  1895 
was  1,972,250  kilos.  (1,972  tons),  against  1,532,000  kilos.  (1,532 
tons)  in  1894.  The  export  also  rose  somewhat,  931,807  kilos. 
(932  tons)  having  been  exported,  against  845,419  kilos.  (845  tons) 
the  year  before. 

The  sale  of  Norwegian  made  woollen  goods  was  satisfactory 
until  about  October.  After  that  month  the  demand  decreased,  so 
that  the  amount  disposed  of  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  was 
unusually  small.  This  may  be  principally  ascribed  to  the  mild 
autumn,  in  consequence  of  which  the  retail  sale  of  winter  goods 
was  veiy  dull. 

The  amount  disposed  of  to  Sweden  was  rather  less  than  in  the 
last  2  years. 
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On  the  average,  prices  remained  much  the  same  as  in*  1894.  pricef. 
The  considerable  improvement  in  pure  wool,  and  also  in  all  other 
raw  materials  for  the  manufacturing  of  clothing,  which  took  place 
in  the  course  of  the  year  had  no  influence  on  tie  price  of  manu- 
factured goods. 

On  the  whole  the  year's  results  may  be  regarded  as  fairly 
satisfactory. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  hemp,  flax,  and  jute  Hemp,  flax, 
imported  into  this  country  during  the  last  2  years : —  ***  JJto 

Import 


Articles. 

Quantity 

1894. 

1895. 

Hemp        

Flax           

Jate 

Tons. 
2,503 

4 
776 

Tons. 

2,548 

26 

1,504 

The  market,  both  for  raw  as  well  as  manufactured  jute,  has  not  jute, 
fluctuated  so  much  as  in  1893  and  1894,  nor  has  the  difference  in 
price  between  the  two  commodities  been  so  marked  as  in  those  2 
years.  Accordingly  manufacturers  have  done  well.  The  factory 
here  has  been  kept  fully  employed,  and  the  same  has  probably 
been  the  case  with  most  other  European  factories  in  this  line,  since 
the  consumption  of  packing  materials  has  been  somewhat  greater 
than  in  the  last  few  years. 

Meanwhile  the  slight  improvement  which  has  taken  place  will 
certainly  be  of  short  duration,  owing  to  the  competition  in  India, 
where  an  increasing  number  of  jute  factories  are  erected  every 
year. 

In  1895,  as  in  the  year  preceding,  the  harvest  of  Russian  hemp  Hemp, 
was  not  very  satisfactory  as  regards  quantity.     The  quality  is  said  Russian 
to  have  been  good.     The  average  prices  for  raw  gooda  have  ruled  hemp, 
as  high  as,  and  even  higher  than,  in  1894,  and  they  still  maintain 
an  upward  tendency. 

Much  the  same  may  be  said  with  regard  to  French  and  Italian  French  and 
hemp.  Italian  hemp. 

The  same  dulness  marks  the  consumption  of  hempen  goods  as  Hempen 
last  year,  as  shipping  is  still  more  depressed  than  ever.      TheS00*1*- 
demand  for  hemp  for  cod  and  herring  nets  has  been  very  small,  as 
the  former  are  mainly  taken  on  lines,  and  the  herring  fishery  of 
1895  was  almost  exclusively  carried  on  by  means  of  nets  made  of 
cotton  yarn. 

In  spite  of  the  high  prices  ruling  for  raw  hemp,  those  obtaining 
for  manufactured  goods  remain  extremely  low.  Manufacturers 
have  had  to  be  content  with  small  profits,  and  prospects  are  still 
far  from  bright. 

A  manufactory  here  for  various  kinds  of  linens  is  said  to  have  Flar. 
done  well,  even  though  it  had  to  contend  against  a  considerable 
stock  of  ready-made  goods. 
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Trade  of 
Chriatimai*. 


The  Central  Statistical  Bureau  of  Christiania  has  obligingly 
communicated  to  me  the  figures  given  in  the  following  returns  of 
principal  articles  of  import  to  and  export  from  Christiania.  They 
show  an  increase  of  484,548/.  in  imports,  and  of  23,482/.  in  exports 
over  1894. 

I  also  annex  a  return  of  British  shipping  and  of  the  direct  and 
indirect  shipping  trade  between  Great  Britain  and  this  port 


Kbturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Christiania  during 
the  Years  1894-95. 


Kimbtr. 

Articles. 

1884. 

1886. 

Quantity* 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value 

Tons. 

« 

Tons. 

< 

1 

Cereali  and  meal „• 

101,668 

664,611 

101,686 

667,161 

2 

Meat,  salted ...       M 

6,476 

112,477 

6,084 

104,761 

8 

Bacon ... 

4,284 

164.661 

4,841 

163,172 

4 

Sugar 

18,884 

216,688 

13,274 

186,444 

6 

Syrup  and  molanei          

8,474 

.     26,088 

3,676 

26,817 

6 

4,811 

422,861 

6,480 

472,833 

7 

Tea     ...       

42 

4,866 

44 

4,844 

8 

Salt 

8,177 

7,627 

7,778 

6,060 

• 

Tobacco,  in  leaf      M 

121 

42,088 

1,142 

66,644 

10 

Wine,  in  casks 

SSI 

48,784 

1.288* 

64,888 

11 

Alcohol,  brandy,  Ac 

46,444 

431f 

40,860 

Cotton— 

12 

Baw          

2,808 

88,761 

2,104 

77,161 

IS 

Tarn         „. 

806 

80,406 

1,024 

86,868 

14 

Good*       

Wool- 

1,606 

188,606 

1,848 

224,684 

16 

882 

48,688 

414 

62,428 

16 

Tarn         ...       ...       

468 

86,406 

463 

84,628 

17 

Goodi        

Jute,  flax,  hemp,  Ac— 

1,082 

868,788 

1,127 

402,684 

18 

Baw          m. 

1,861 

44,777 

2,706 

62,067 

18 

Tarn         M       ~. 

182 

18,288 

208 

18,833 

20 

Cordage    

848 

12,716 

367 

13,600 

21 

Goods,  other       m 

860 

68,760 

803 

66,026 

22 

Silk  goodi    

80 

61,888 

32 

64,860 

28 

Colours  and  paints 

8,487 

iM18 

3,213 

38,106 

24 

Paper  hangings,  Ac         

8,840 

76,044 

3,828 

78,661 

25 

Petroleum,  paraffin,  Ac  ... 

13,864 

.fti88 

18,840 

136,763 

26 

Oils,  other,  Tarnishes,  Ac 

6,187 

116,788 

6,326 

116,867 

27 

Machinery  and  locomotires 

... 

4,088 

... 

2,817 

28 

„         agricultural    

... 

18,211 

•M 

27,828 

28 

,.         other,  and  parts  of  ... 
Metals,   raw,   and  half   manu- 
factured— 

... 

126,216 

... 

188,666 

80 

Pig  iron    m.       ...       •  •       .*• 

MHH 

27,722 

11,386 

30,361 

81 

Steel         

2,806 

82,277 

3,846 

37,167 

82 

Bod  and  hoop  iron,  Ac - 

18,741 

124,666 

18,002 

126,122 

88 

Iron  plates         

8,868 

64,868 

8,034 

66,866 

84 

Copper,  sine,   lead,  and  tin, 

raw  and  worked        

1,888 

68,672 

2,203 

66,684 

Iron,  manufactured— 

86 

Bails         ~       ~ 

4,266 

28,644 

6,167 

28,666 

86 

Wire,  steel,  and  iron    

1,848 

16,188 

2,442 

20,860 

87 

Mails,  bolts,  Ac 

767 

8,622 

836 

8,286 

88 

Tools  and  instruments 

*  687 

48,122 

726 

62,388 

88 
40 

Pipes,  Ac,  forged  and  cast     ... 
Anchors  and  chains         

6,847 
886 

88,616 
8,866 

6,483 
347 

88,600 
4,488 

41 

Coals,  cinders,  and  coke 

468,020 

276,844 

488,770 

271,688 

42 

Other  goods 

Total    ...       

... 

2,167,411 

... 

2,407,028 

" 

6,088,800 

.- 

6,624,448 

•  Plus  33,284  imperial  gallons  In  bottles, 
t     „     4,716 

1  Wine  in  bottles,  80,860  imperial  gallons. 
|  Brandy  in  battles,  6,476       „  „ 
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Keturn  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Christiania 
during  the  Years  1894-95. 


Number. 

**-. 

1804. 

1896. 

Quantity. 

▼aloe. 

Quantity. 

▼aloe. 

Tons. 

< 

Tons. 

« 

1 

FUb,  fresh  (salmon)         

Herrings—* 

160 

12,100 

140 

10,494 

a 

Freeh        ...       ...       ...       ... 

2,680 

7,194 

2,184 

9,488 

s 

Smoked     ...       •       ... 

740 

4,988 

180 

1,800 

4 

Salted       ...       ...       ...       ^ 

8,097 

21,850 

6.689 

20,728 

5 

Cod  and  other  flsh,  ealted  and 

882 

4,988 

dried         M 

288 

8,988 

• 

Batter,  Norwegian 

65 

6,611 

88 

8,022 

7 

,t      Margarine 

1,657 

92,177 

1,708 

85,278 

8 

Milk,  condeneed     ...       ...       ^ 

1,289 

56,166 

1,868 

68,611 

• 

0«ts    .. ..       

2,068 

9,606 

141 

667 

10 

Skins,  seals  ...       ...       

80 

2,900 

40 

2,608 

11 

„     and  bides,  other    

600 

84,111 

677 

40,788 

12 

Timber         

166,729 

166,461 

164,404** 
H.I88I 

147,861 

IS 

Wood-pulp,  drjr      

9,210* 

1 

1 

14 
15 

„      \\    ceUulosej  dry 

82,864t 
12,646* 

>  240,822 

81,840* 
16,968** 

>  222,861 

16 

II           l»                II             **& « 

2,118ft 

J 

l,812tt 

J 

17 

Matches       ...       ...       

8,851 

68,872 

8,897 

77,960 

18 

Paper,  packing      

„      boards  of  wood-palp       «. 

12,682 

126,822 

11,660 

128,489 

19 

1,066 

8,800 

1,270 

9,878 

20 

Ice     

76,625 

14,050 

74,296 

9,088 

21 

Stone,  hewn 

1,108 

1,077 

991 

888 

22 

Neils,  horse-shoe    

4,074 

86,000 

5,804 

106,088 

28 

„     other  w 

8,741 

89,494 

4,789 

60,550 

24 

Goods,  other. 

Total    .„ 

... 

606,116 

... 

624,122 

... 

1,496,988 

... 

1,620,466 

•  Of  which  7,677  tons,  Swedish. 


t 

10,967 

i 

i« 

ii 

1,612 

29 

8,161 

J 

10,808 

•« 

ii 

8,898 

tt 

20 

**  Cubic  metres. 
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Reports  from  Vice-Consuls. 


Arendal  (Vice-Consul  Kallevig). 

In  this  district  trade  in  all  branches  has  been  very  unsatis-  Trade, 
factory  and  depressed,  both  as  regards  articles  of  export  and 
import,  and  the  ship-owning  business.     I  find  that  my  report  for 
1894  expresses  about  the  state  of  affairs  also  for  1895. 

The  number  of  tourists   are  increasing,  and  the    steamers  Tourist* 
running  between  Newcastle-Arendal  and  Grangemouth-Arendal 
are  in  every  respect  first-class  boats,  with  all  comforts  and  highly 
recommendable. 

The  iron  ship-building  wharf  at  Fevig,  about  7  English  miles  Shipbuilding, 
from  Arendal,  commenced  business  again  in  1895.     Formerly  it 
belonged  to  a  British  firm,  but  is  now  under  Norwegian  manage- 
ment, and  Norwegians  hold  a  great  number  of  shares. 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  from  Great  Britain  to 
Arendal  during  the  Year  1895. 


Articles. 


Coals  and  coke 
Steel  and  iron  plates 
Pig-iron      .. 
Anchors,  chains     •• 
Iron  bars 
New  metal  •  • 
Manure      .  •         •  • 
Bopework  ..        •• 
Clay  and  clay  pipes 

Soda 

Bricks 
Lead 

Felt 

Firebricks  ..        •• 
Grease  and  tallow . . 
Coal  tar      •• 
Grindstones 


Hectolitres 
Kilos. 


Pieces 


Quantity. 


166,278 

163,660 

180,000 

122,885 

91,806 

69,270 

86,700 

81,880 

26,860 

21,000 

20,200 

16,096 

7,850 

5,650 

6,000 

2,500 

294 
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NORWAY. 


Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  to  Great  Britain  from 


Arendal  during  the  Year  1895. 


Articles. 


Ice  .. 

Wood-pulp  .  • 
Feldspar  •  • 
Old  metal  .. 
Lead 

Cows'  hair  .. 
Fresh  herrings 
Ropework   •• 
New  sails    . . 
Beer  in  bottles 
Boats 
Wood- 
Round  timber 
Mining  timber 
Props 
Deals 
Battens  .. 
Firewood. . 
Boards    .. 


Tons. 
Kilos.. 


Bottles 
Pieces 

Cable  metres. 


Quantity. 


800 

706,500 

56,000 

88,087 

26,920 

9,980 

6,600 

5,960 

790 

2,514 

25 

4,273 
24,588 
9,072 
4,288 
8,792 
5,687 
800 


Return  of  all  Shipping  with  Great  Britain  at  the  Port  of  Arendal 
during  the  Year  1895. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vesielf. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Yewela. 

Tom. 

Number  of 
Yeatelf. 

Tom. 

Brltlah 
Norwegian 

#88 

98,167 

1 
106 

1,031 
55,072 

1 
194 

1,031 

88,239 

Total       

88 

88,167 

107 

66,108 

195 

80,270 

Clbaud. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
VeaselB. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vesielf. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
VesMla. 

Tone. 

British 
Norwegian 

102 

86,680 

1 
87 

1,081 
43,732 

1 

189 

1,081 
80,412 

Total      ...       ... 

102 

86,680 

88 

44,768 

190 

81,448 

Trade. 

Fisheries. 
Cod. 


Bergen  (Vice-Consul  Gran). 

The  trade  of  Bergen  during  the  past  year  has  been  more 
favourable  than  in  1894. 

The  catch  of  the  cod-fishery  was  rich  this  year,  namely,  about 
67,000,000,  of  which  49,800,000  were  prepared  as  split  cod  (klip- 
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fisk),  and  17,200,000  as  round  fish  (stock  fish).    In  1894,  the  total 
was  67,800,000. 

Fish  being  small  and  thin,  the  produce  of  oil  was  very  small  Cod-li?er  oil. 
in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  fish.  The  exportation  of  cod- 
liver  oil  amounted  to  only  3*3,000  barrels,  against  51,700  barrels 
in  1894,  and  71,700  barrels  in  1893.  Owing  to  the  small  produce 
the  prices  were  high.  Best  steam-refined  medicine  oil  fetched  up 
to  135  kroner  (7L  10*.)  per  barrel,  against  85  kroner  the  previous 
year. 

The  catch  of  herrings  was  very  large,  especially  at  the  end  of  Herrings 
the  year.  The  quantity  of  fat  herrings  amounted  to  about 
650,000  barrels,  and  of  spring  herrings  to  about  105,000  barrels, 
against  120,000  and  80,000  barrels  in  1894.  In  the  beginning  of 
the  season  prices  ruled  high,  varying  from  22  to  30  kroner  per 
barrel,  but  fell  gradually ;  at  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  difficult 
to  find  buyers  even  at  the  very  low  price  of  about  9  kroner.  The 
result  to  most  of  the  exporters  was  unsatisfactory. 

Owing  to  the  continuing  low  freights,  shipping  has  been  bad.  dipping. 

During  the  year  19  steamers  were  built  and  purchased,  having 
a  total  tonnage  of  23,600  tons  net,  of  which  10  new  steamers 
in  England.  The  tonnage  of  steamers  belonging  to  Bergen  is  now 
136,000  tons  net. 

The  number  of  visitors  to  this  place  was  greater  than  in  the  Tourists, 
previous  year,  and  49  yachts  called  at  this  port,  against  44  in 
1894. 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  from  Great  Britain 
to  Bergen  during  the  Year  1895. 


Articles. 


Brand/       . 

Coffee 

Wheat  floor 

Sugar 

Molasses 

Goal.. 

Wines 


Quantity. 


Tons. 

27 

150 

160 

1,658 

2,044 

127,600 

62 


/ 


Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Bergen  to 
Great  Britain  during  the  Year  1895. 


Articles. 


Herrings,  salted    .. 
„        kippered 
fiesh     .. 
Cod  oil 
Fish,  dried . . 

„    split  (klip-fisk) 

„    fresh.. 
Butter 

Ore 

Lobsters 


Quantity. 

8,670 

20 

168 

897 

936 

870 

278 

194 

1,600 

64,632 
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;:::*—      ..  .  ~  ...     Ado  (Vice-Constd  Jentoft)r  .       -  ;.-; 

Aa  the  tables  show,  the  imports  from  England  consists  prin-  Coal 
cipally  of  coals,  which  are  bought  against  acceptances. 

There  is  no  wholesale  business  in  other  branches,  but  there  is 
no  doubt  that  such  could  exist  under  favourable  circumstances. 
Most  goods  are  at  present  exported  through  Christiania  and 
Uergen; 

There  is  no  manufactory  in  the  district.  Manufactory. 

u   Ebtubn  of  till  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Bodo  during  the  Year 

1895. 


SaOlAf. 

8teun. 

Total. 

KfttiooalUy. 

Nnmbtrof 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Toot. 

Ntanberof 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

:      British       ...        ... 

Norwegian 

Bnsttan     ... 
'Swedish     !..       Z 

1 
2 
1 

692 

644 

251 

14 

11 

*"l 

10,268 
6,847 

16 
IS 

1 
1 

10,660 

6,281 

261 

781 

Total      m       ... 

„  forthejaar 

i  i        prtoodinf      ... 

4 
4 

867 
1,265 

26 
21 

16,866 
21,876 

60 
27 

17,856 
22,641 

Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from  and 
Imported  to  Bodo  from  and  to  Foreign  Countries  during 
the  Years  1894-95. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

. 

1894. 

1890. 

1894. 

1896. 

England          . . 
Qermanj 

Italy, 

,  Spain    ••        ••        •• 

£ 
1,776 

£ 
2,600 

£ 
12,600 
1,960 

8,000 

£ 

12,000 

4,300 

1,200 

•  • 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Bodo  during 
'    .     the  Tears  1894-95. 


Articles, 

• 



Barrels  . . 
KUos.    .. 

.. 

1894. 

18M!         r    ' 

.Quantity. 

.   Value. 

Quantity. 

..  Value. 

Herrings    .. 
Cod.liveroil 
Fish 

768 

460 

148,876 

£ 
1,060 

726 
8,000 

6,000 

£ 

2,500 

Total 

•  • 

4,776 

2,500 

Nora.— From  Sulitbjelms,  exported  6,868  tons  copper  ore. 
(2252) 
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'  Button  of  Principal  Articled  df  Import  to  Bodo  during 
the  Years  1894-95. 


* 

Articles, 

. ;  w?f ' 

1895. 

Quantity. 

Yalu*. 

Qnantifcr, 

yaw*' 

Coalt 

Salt 

Other  foodi     ., 

ill- 

£ 
J     12,000 

2,900 
j      1,760 

Tons. 
28,000 
2,000 

•  •• 

£ 
10,460 
1,200 
4>800 

Total     .. 

•  •  -  -.» • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Chrwtia'amndt.S.  (Vice-Consul  Bernhardt). 

Trade.  The  trade  for  the  year  has  not  been  satisfactory,  but  there  has 

been  a  slight  improvement  in  tha  export  of  wood,  not  only  to 
Great  Britain  but  also  to  other  countries. 

Pithing.  The  salmon  fishing  has  been  slightly  better  than  fast  year, 

and  the  greater  part  of  the  find  was  sent  to  Great  Britain.  The 
mackerel  fishing  was  bad  and  the  quantity  shipped  small:  Owing 
to  very  low  prices  in  the  United  Stages,  the  shipment  of  salted 
mackerel  was  very  small,  whereas  there  was  a  decided  improve- 
ment in  the  export  of  fresh  herrings,  of  which  by  far  the  greatest 
quantity  went  to  Great  Britain. 

Nickel  There  was  no  nickel  shipped  this  year,  as  the  British  firm  who 

had  taken  the  mines  on  lease  did  not  find  it  possible  to  extract 
the  mineral  during  the  present  low  prices  abroad  and  the  heavy 
expenses  of  transport  to  the  mines  for  coke,  &c.  As  the  railway 
to  Scetersdal,  which  is  now  partly  finished,  will  be  opened  for 
traffic  in  its  whole  length  this  year,  it  is  hoped  that  the  working 
of  the  mines  can  again  be  taken  up.T 

Wood-pulp  .  The  shipment  of  wood-pulp  and  paper  is  smaller  than  last 

and  paper,  year,  owing  to  one  of  the  mills  having  been  burnt  down.  The 
necessary  repairs  have  now  been  completed. 

Freight*.  The  freights  continued  to  be  bad  during  the  whole  year,  not 

only  for  sailing  vessels,  but  also  for  steamers,  with  the  exception 
of  those  employed  in  the  China  trade. 

Shipbuilding.  A  few  small  steamers,  and  one  iron  and  one  wooden  sailing 
vessel,  were  built  here  in  the  year. 

Hamst.  Notwithstanding  the  rainy  weather  the  harvest  was  good,  both 

in  qtlantity  and  quality,  for  hay,  grain,  and  potatoes. 
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TABLE  showing  Total  Export  of  the  most  Important  Goods  from 
ChristianBand  during  the  Year  1895. 


Articles, 

Total 
Quantity. 

Of  which 

Exported  to 

Great  Britain. 

Sawn  deals — 

Above  the  length  of  19  decunetm,  • 

Cab.  metres 

29,744 

6,049 

Below           „                  » 

» 

2,452 

988 

Pit-props  and  timber— 
Above  the  length  of  19  deeimeties. . 

» 

20,288 

18,361 

Below          „                 „ 

»» 

10,883 

10,141 

Wood-pnlp       

Tons 

2,926 

2,226 

Paper     ..         

•t           •• 

382 

354 

Salmon,  fresh 

Kilos. 

89,368 

59,264 

Lobsters 

Number    . . 

221,759 

4^710 

Mackerel,  fresh 

u             •  • 

219,180 

66*240 

m       «lted          

Barreis 

351 

.. 

Herrings,  fresh 

Kilos. 

125,790 

92,520 

„       salted          

Barrels 

684 

8 

(2252) 


02 
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"ChiHstiansund;  N.  ( Vice-Consul  Parelius). 


The  trade  here  has  been  about  the  same  as  last  year  in  extent,  General 
the  shipping  iteturns  showing  315,891  tons,  entered  and  cleared.     trtde# 

The  trade  between  Great  Britain  and  this  port  has  been  mostly  Trade  with 
kept  up  by  the  Wilson  Line  to  Hull,  and  the  Norwegian  Line  to  Great  BTii^n' 
Newcastle. 

The  shipping  of  codfish  by  the  Wilson  Line  shows  a  figure  of  Codfish. 
3,300  tons,  against  3,411  tons  in  1894.     The  shipping  of  dried 
codfish  to  Spain,  Portugal,  and  Italy  by  direct  steamers  is  still  in 
the  hands  of  the  Bremen  Line  "  Neptune,"  and  the  Norwegian 
Line. 

The  chief  articles  of  export  are  dried  codfish,  cod-oils,  roe,  fish-  Export, 
manure,  and  herrings,  showing  a  total  of  39,850  tons,  against 
39,700  tons  the  year  before. 

The  export  of  butter  is  increasing  and  reached  133  tons,  Better, 
against  100  tons  in  1894. 

The  export  of  iron-ore  amounts  to  1,600  tons,  which  come  Iron  ore. 
from  some  mines  in  this  district.    These  mines  have    not  been 
worked  for  the  last  few  years,  but  have  now  been  taken  up  again, 
and  metal  being  plentiful  and  the  transport  to  the  coast  easy,  con- 
siderable export  of  this  article  may  be  expected. 

The  principal  articles  of  import  are  salt,  coal,  and  colonial  pro-  Import, 
duce.    Salt  has  increased  1,000  tons,  of  which  18,000  tons  came 
from  Italy,  the  rest  from  Spain,  Portugal,  and  France. 
.   No  enterprises  here  employ  British  capital. 


Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  the  Port  of 
Christiansund,  N.,  during  the  Years  1894-95. 

Articles. 

1895. 

1894. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

!  -Dried  codfish   .. 
Cod-oils,      roe,      fish 
manures       •  •        •  • 
Herriogs         •  • 
Iron-ore          •  •        • . 

Tons. 
20,000 

2,400 
9,400 
1,600 

£ 
485,000 

25,000 

60,000 

400 

Tons. 
82,000 

8,000 
4,700 

£ 
460,000 

80,000 
30,000 

Total     .. 

42,460 

520,400 

39,700 

610,000 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  at  the  Port  of 
Christiansund,  N.,  during  the  Years  1894-95. 


Articles, 

1895. 

1894. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Colonial  produeta       .. 

Bait       

Coals 

Tons. 

180 

26,000 

18,000 

£ 

8,400 

17,000 

11,000 

Tons. 

240 

25,000 

12,500 

£ 

4,600 
16,100 
10,600 

Total     .. 

89,180 

81,400 

87,740 

81,200 

Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Chriatiansund,  K,  during  the 

Year  1895. 


Enrosn. 


8team. 

Sailing. 

Total 

Nationality. 

Number  of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  off 

Yeaieli. 

Tom. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British       M.       ... 
Norwegian ... 
Other  nations 

64 

200 
61 

40,641 
92,782 
17,604 

*11 
6 

4,026 
711 

64 

211 
66 

40,641   . 

96,807 

18,646 

Total       ~       ... 

916 

161^027 

16 

4,736 

691 

166,76> 

CtfAUD. 


i 
Steam.               j              Sailing. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Veseela. 

Tone. 

Number  of 
Vessel*. 

Tone. 

Number  of 
Vessels;  ' 

,  Tons. 

Britlah 
Norwegian  ... 
Cther  nations 

69 

266 

62 

40,408 
97,608 
17,712 

"l6 

4 

4,091 
912 

69 

272 
66 

Total       

971 

166,728 

20 

4,409 

691 

r    160,191     . 

Drammen  (Vice-Consul  Gram). 

Trade.  The  general  trade  of  this  district  has  been  tolerably  good 

during  1885.  - 

Wood.  The  year  has  been  a  good  one  for  exporters.    A  restrictive  but 

remunerative  business  has  been  done.    Stocks  closed  very  light, 

and  the  future  prospects  are  good. 
Wood-palp.  The  production  is  increasing  in  spite  of  very  low  prices.    A 

pulp-mill  is  under  construction  for  English  owners. 
Paper.  The  export  is  increasing,  but  prices  are  very  poor.    There  are 

no  stocks  and  plenty  of  orders.    Prospects  are  therefore  brighter, 
twfctoi.  Rates  have  ruled  exceedingly  low  during  the  whole  year,  and 

there  are  no  prospects  of  improvement. 
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Norway.  : :?.  • 


~     Drobak. 

Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Drobak  during  the  Year 

1895. 

Emtkud. 


Sailing;. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British       

Other  nations 

2 
200 

486 

44,000 

'So 

18*461 

1 

250 

4S5 

62,461 

Total       

202 

44,4*5 

60 

18,461 

252 

62,896 

Clsabbd. 


Sailing. 

8team. 

Total.     • 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British       

Other  nations 

2 
200 

465 
44,000 

"60 

18^461 

.     2 
250 

465 
62,461 

Total       

202 

44,435 

50 

18,461    . 

252 

62,886     > 

RETURN  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Drobak  during 
the  Year  1895. 


Articles. 

Tons  .. 

•  • 

Quantity. 

.;. 

Ice         

Hay       

Timber 

66,650 

194,866 

2,219 

27,800 

41 

2,200 

10,800 

1- 

Oats 

Old  balls  (cannon) 
Salt       .. 
Potatoes.. 

.  „    •  • 

Kilos.!! 
*>    •  • 

•  • 

•  • 

- 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  from  Drobak  during 
the  Year  1895. 


Articles. 

Tons  .. 
Kilos...        .. 

Quantity. 

Coals 

Saltpetre          

8,682  ' 
800,056 

Trade. 


Fisheries. 


.  Egermnd  (Vice-Consul  Puntevold). 

Trade  was  depressed,  freights  low,  giving  l?ad  results,  so  that 
the  owners  were  more  and  more  inclined  to  sell  their  sailing 
vessels.  { 

The  fisheries  dn  the  coast  were  exceedingly  bad.  The  mackerel 
fishing  in  May  and  June  proved  *  failure,  and  the  hook  fishing  in 
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the  autumn  was  below  the  average.  Most  of  the  summer  catch 
of  mackerel  was  exported  in  ice  to  England,  and  the  autumn  fish 
to  America.  ' 

The  import  consisted  in  coals  and   clay  from  England  for  Import 
pottery.    It  was  effected  by  Norwegian  vessels,  and  only  one 
English  vessel  visited  the  place  with  a  cargo  of  clay  from  the 
Channel  • 

Besides  fish,  the  export  consisted  in  pottery  ware,  partly  for  Export, 
use  in  this  country,  and  partly  for  Sweden. 

The  number  of  tourists  was  about  that  of  last  year,  most  of Touriiti- 
them  passing  through  to  proceed  by  the  direct  line  of  steamers  to 
Grangemouth. 

The  harvest  was  moderately  good.  Harrest. 


Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Egerstnd  and 
Soggendal  during  the  Tear  1895.  '    1 


Article*. 

Number 
Lbs.  .. 
Number 
Lba.  •  •        . . 

»            •• 
Beg.  tons 

Quantity. 

Value.' 

Mackerel  in  ice 

Salmon  in  ioe  ..        ..        •• 
Lobsters  (live)..        .. 
Earthenware,  best 

M         oommon.. 
Ice        ..        ..   ,     ..        .. 

126,820 

87,688 

17,514 

886,202 

889,128 

114 

£ 

910  -' 
1,150   . 

487 
8,965  a 
1,460 
25 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  at  Egersund  during 
.      the  Year  1895. 


Articles. 


Coal 

Potters'  elaj 
Flint  stone  - 
„     ground 
Plaster   .. 
Coke       .. 


Value. 


£ 

8,700 

1,000 

185 

155 

48 

25 


i 
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The  export  has  improved  here,  but  the  import  has  slightly  T**1* 
decreased. 

Sailing  ships  still  work  badly.    Only  1  was  purchased,  while  S^pp^- 
3  were  sold,  1  old  one  broken  up,  and  4  lost    The  tonnage  of 
ships  belonging  to  this  port  decreased  to  27,542  on  December  31. 
The  district's  own  ships  cannot  employ  the  sailors  any  longer, 
and  many  find  work  abroad,  especially  in  America. 

Farmers  had  good  crops,  especially  of  hay  and  grain.    Hay  Harrest 
pays  best. 


Annex  A.— Betuun  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Fajsund 
during  the  Years  1895-94. 


• 

1895. 

1894. 

Article*. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Tahie. 

£ 

£ 

Mackerel,  in  lee 

Lbs,      .. 

61,000 

810 

82,000 

460 

Salmon,  in  ice 

» 

84\600 

1,726 

19,800 

960 

Trout,  in  ice 

n           •• 

1,860 

84 

900 

20 

Lobsters,  living     . . 

Pieces   .. 

62,000 

2,58* 

66,000 

2,460 

Fishroe 

Barrels  .. 

167 

816 

91 

160 

Haekerel,  salt 

,.        - 

280 

810 

820 

820 

Stares  and  lumber. . 

Tons      .. 

90 

820 

90 

800 

Total   .. 

6,697 

•  • 

4,660 

-Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Farsund  during 
the  Ye&rs  1895-94 


Articles. 

1896. 

1894. 

Quantity. 

Take. 

Quantity. 

Va!ueT 

Coals 

Grains 

Salt       

Other  articles  .. 

Tons. 

2,480 
480 
190 

£ 
1,640 
8,600 

190 
6,120 

Tons. 

2,010 
640 
220 

•  • 

£ 

1,600 
4\320    ' 

220 
6,860 

Total     .. 

••    . 

11,660 

•  • 

11,900 
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Annex  B. — Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Faraund  from  and  to  Foreign  Countries 


-'  during  the  Years  1895-94: 


Country. 

Export*. 

.  Import  g. 

1895. 

1894. 

1896. 

1894. 

-   Orefti  Britain  .. 
"Norway 

France  

Germany 
Denmark 
Other  countries 

£ 
2,497 
415 
815 
1,880 
540 

£ 
1,820 

840 

160 
1,810 

580 

£ 

2,850; 

6,420 

410 

2,160 

90 

120 

£ 
2,260 

6,875      . 

850 
2,280 

"185 

Total     .. 

5,597 

4,660 

11,550 

11,900 

IiETUBH  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Farsund  during  the  Tear 
.      '     .     .     .  ...  1895. 


Sailing. 

Stecm. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Venels. 

Tone. 

Number  of 
Veaaele. 

Tone. 

Number  of 

Veaaele. 

Tone. 

British       

Norwegian 

Other  couritriea    ... 

*  19 
"10 

7,8*38 
7,338~"~ 

... 
'*69 

... 
43,220 

*T8 

50,168 

'  Total      -...     -... 
„   for  the /ear 
preceding 

-•  69 

43,220 

*    78 
77 

50.648 
49,048 

Clsaisd. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total.' 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tone. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tone. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tone. 

British       

Norwegian ... 
Other  countries    ... 

"is 

2 

6,940 
662 

*69 

48,220 

*77 
2 

•  M,'t60 
662 

Total      

„  for  the  year 
preceding 

.20 

7,492 

69 

43,220 

79 
77 

60,712 
.48,874 

Flekkefiovd  (Vice-Consul  Eyde). 

Trade.  Business  was  very  dull,  and  worse  than  last  year.    Only  the 

tanneries  made  a  good  profit. 
Shipping.  Owners  of  sailing  vessels  are  suffering  severely  from  the  bad 

freights,  and  are  only  endeavouring  to  avoid  loss,  and  forced  to 
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sell  their  vessels  at  distressing  prices.  Steamship*  fare  somewhat 
better. 

.  .  The  salmon  catch  was  rather  better  than  last  year,  26,000  lbs. 
being  caught  against  18,000  in  1894  Most  were  shipped  in  ice 
to  England,  some  direct,  some  vi&  Farsund,  and  Christiansand,  S. 
Prices  were  as  last  year,  lOd.  per  lb.  for  salmon  of  over  6  lbs. 
weight,  and  6<f.  per  lb.  for  smaller  fish. 

The  mackerel  catch  was  as  bad  as  in  1894, 230,000  fish,  mostly 
shipped  to  England  in  ice:  The  greater  part  was.  exported  direct 
from  here,  the  rest  vi&  Farsund  and  Christiansand;  8.  Prices 
remained  unaltered,  viz.  14a.  per  100  fish.  t 

The  lobster  catch  was  about  the  same  as  last  year,  6,000 ; 
but  prices  were  higher,  viz.,  Is.  per  lobster,  measuring  at  least 
8  inches. 

The  Aaen  Sire  Salmon  Fishery.  Company  .  batched  about 
800,000  fry  in  1895,  against  1,600,000  the  previous  year.  A  sub- 
vention  of  225t  from  the  State  was  also  paid  this  year.  A  project 
for  the  purchase  of  the  whole  enterprise  by  the  State  is  now  laid 
before  the  Storthing. 

The  River  Kvina  is  still  leased  to  an  Englishman  f6r  800/. 
per  annum.  The  number  of  salmon  taken  with  the  rod  this 
summer  was  about  300. 

The  tanning  of  raw  Brazilian  ox-hides  paid  well  this  year 
owing  to  a  rise  in  prices,  which  began  in  June  and  reached  its 
highest  figure  in  December.  The  import  was  13,000  hides, 
direct  from  Buenos  Ayres  vift  Hamburg.  The  tanned  leather 
reached  about  2s.  per  lb.,  against  1*.  to  Is.  4d.  per  lb.  the  year 
before. 

.  .  The  barrel  and  staves  industry  did  not  pay  so  well  this  year. 
It  produced  about  100,000  barrels,  of  which  the  greater  part  was 
used  for  herring  and  mackerel  salting  in  Norway.  Prices  were 
18*.  to  20*.  per  dozen,  according  to  quality.   '.  .!-.'. 


Fisheries. 
Salmon. 


Mackerel. 


lobster*. 


Salmon 
hatching. 


Sport 


Tanneries. 


Barrels  and 
staves. 


Annex  A: — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from' 
Flekkefiord  during  the  Tears  1895-94.  . 


Articles. 

• 

IMS. 

1884. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tanned  feather        „. 
Mackerel  in  toe        ...       ~. 

Salmon...       ~.       

Other  nab      ...       ...       ~ 

Lobsters,  alire         

Herrings,  salted 

Game  ... 

Mackerel,  aaited      .« 

Smpty  barrels         ...       ... 

Hide  parings  —       

Stares  ...                

Minerals        ...       .«       ~ 
Other  articles ». 

Tons 
?»          ••• 
»          ••• 

Numbers ... 
Barrels    ... 
Tons 

Barrels    ... 
Number  ... 
Tons 

Super,  feet 
Tons 

360 

89 

2 

8 

4,400 

1,100 

10 

400 

10,000 

16 

600,000 

ft 

4 

82,486 

1,218 

160 

4ft 

186 

1,200 

200 

800 

800 

80 

660 

600 

100 

210 

88 

2 

1 

8,768 

1,850 

6 

487 

660 

14 

620,000 

6 

4 

28,816 

1,272 

160 

17 

167 

1,400 

100 

1,050 

60 

75 

620 

600 

100 

Total       

... 

88,864 

1      84,817 
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Retubk  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Fleklcefiord  during' 
the  Tears  1895-94. 


1895. 

1894. 

Articles. 

Quantify. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Totis. 

£ 

Saw  hides 

228 

6,450 

188 

6,800 

Cotton     and      woollen 

goodi  .. 

6 

1,850 

.    .         5 

1,400 

Coals 

900 

700 

1,916 

1,570 

,  Hardware 

86 

1,800 

81 

1,240 

Salt 

600 

1  •         600 

870 

900 

Oak  bark.. 

180 

550 

42 

180 

Wheat  flour 

85 

340 

89 

890 

Ryeflotir.. 

30 

200 

37 

260 

Tobaeoo  •• 

8 

800 

3 

800 

Otherartieles    . 

#  • 

800 

• », 

1,200 

Total 

. 

•  • 

12,690 

•• 

13,740 

Annex  B. — Table  showing  Total  Value  of 
from  and  Imported  to  Flekkefiord 
Countries  during  the  Years  1895-94. 


all  Articles  Exported 
to    and  from  other 


•  *  ;        Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1895. 

1894. 

1895. 

189*r  ' 

Great  Britain  .. 
Brazil   »• 

Sweden 

Germany 
Spain     ••        .. 
Other  countries 

£   . 
8,350 

34,400 
450 

#164 

£ 
4,156 

29,486 
675 

-ioo 

£       ( 
3,050 
7,800 
75 
1,400 
•  • 

265 

£ 
8,410 
6,300 

180 
1,950 

900 
1,000 

Total     .. 

88,864 

34,817 

12,590 

18,740 
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"Bntfax  o!  &  Shipping  at  the  Port  ef  Ifeklrtfiord  during. the 
!  '  Year  1895. 


Saittaf. 

Stoun. 

TBttL 

Naftmalltj. 

NwMrof 
Vmilt. 

Tom 

Number  of 
Tamil. 

ToW. 

Number  of 
Verneta. 

Tool. 

BtW**       ...       ... 

Horwegian...       — 

j 

170. 
6,094 
•06. 

1 
IS 

s 

627 

boa 

S 

40 

■4 

607 
10,»»7 
1.107 

Total       «.       ... 
„  Jbrtboyoar 

64 

7,169 
•,716  i 

*     4io 

6,092 

6,161 

•0. 
» 

12,961 

i 

Sdltef. 

■*-. 

TOtei. 

Natlonalitr. 

Number  of 
Vend*. 

Tom. 

Number  of 

YOMOll. 

Tom. 

Number  of 
Yemtm. 

Tom. 

British'      ...       ... 

Narratfaa 

Swedua     ... 
Other  oouatrlai    m 

1 

26 
6 

170 
6,602 
906  ; 

.1 
It 
* 

•27 

4,011 

202 

2 

67 

8 

867 
•,616 
1,207 

Tote!      ...       ... 

nwmSn!!*7**' 

•2 
24 

6,677 

to 
10 

4,842 
1,626 

•4 

11,410 
4\tt» 

1  * 
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Fredrifahald  (Vice-Consul  Gedde). 

Sailing  vessels  have  realised  some  small  profits,  as  they  mostly  Shipping, 
sail  without  insurance,  but  the  value  of  the  old  wooden  ships  has 
now  almost  declined  to  nothing. 

Two  steamers,  of  2,000  and  2,500  tons,  are  engaged  in  the  china  China  trade, 
trade  with  England. 

Timber  trade  has  been  brisk,  except  in  pit-props,  which  branch  Timber, 
will  probably  disappear;  Baltic  exporters  selling  these  cheaper 
than  we  can  transport  them  to  the  coast  by  our  railways. 

Local  production  of  wood-pulp  12,000  tons.    A  new  pulp  mill  Wood-pulp, 
has  been  built  by  the  firm  of  P.  Anker,  to  produce  7,000  tons. 

The  production  of  matches  for  the   Indian  market  is  quite  Matches, 
stopped. 

About  430  tons  of  cotton  were  imported.  Cotton. 

The  herring  fisheries  were  fairly  good.  Herrings. 

The  coal  import  was  about  the  average.  Coal. 

The  Anker  Marble  Company  has  bought  the  factory  and  Marble, 
marble  fields  of  Mr.  Christian  Anker,  and  a  great  deal  of  Danish 
capital  is  invested   in  the  business.  .   A  new  factory  will   be 
erected  in  Copenhagen,  with  the  head  office  at  Fredrikshald. 
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firedrikstafl  (Vioe-Consul  Thiis). 

Fewer  British  vessels  called  than  last  year,  partly  owing  to  Shipping, 
the  ruling  low  freights  to  Australia.    Altogether  SO  British  ships, 
with  a  tonnage  of  24,911  tons,  entered  the  port ;  7  of  these  were 
chartered  from  the  British  colonies  with  flooring-boards. 

The  timber  trade  has  been  favourable  on  the  whole.  The Timber- 
market  opened  low,  but  by  August  demand  in  England  was  brisk, 
and  priceB  began  to  rise.  This  lasted  all  through  the  autumn,  and 
seems  to  continue  for  shipments  to  be  effected  first  open  water. 
Shipment  was  briik  to  South  Africa  in  the  autumn,  and  many 
other  orders  were  received,  but  could  not  be  carried  out,  as 
shippers  ran  short  of  seasoned  battens  suitable  for  the  market. 

The  total  timber  export  here  last  year  was  as  follows : — 


Quantity. 


Cubic  metres. 

Flowing  boards j        272,160 

Sawn  wood.. 79,11* 

Round  wood  17,118 

Stares         16>99t 

Firewood 44,828 


Total   .. 
„     for  1894 


429,638 
378,720 


The  Hvaler  herring  fishery'  was  unsatisfactory  this  autumn.  Fisheries. 
Only  77,500  measure  barrels    were  taken,  as  against    58,500 
barrels  last  year.  ! 

The  port  of  Sarpsborg  was  visited  by  4  British  vessels,  all  Port  of 
steamers,  loading  pulp- wood  for  France  and  Belgium.  Sarpaborg. 

The  Hafslund  estate,  comprising  one-half1  of  the  well-iknown  Aluminium. 
Sarpfoss  waterfall,  which  was  bought  in  1884  by  a  syndicate  of 
wood  exporters  of  the  Glommen  district,  has  been  resold  to  a 
Norwegian-German  company,  who  inten4  to  use  lie  waterfall  for 
the  establishment  of  large  works  for  the  production  of  aluminium 
by  the  electric  process.    • 
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Fisheries. 


Trade  with 

Russia. 

Hay. 


NORWAY. 
Hammerfest  (Vice-Consul  Robertson). 


The  fisheries  were  poor,  as  in  1894  The  "  Loddefiskeri "  (cod 
fishery)  was  a  total  failure  for  all  West  Knmarken.  The  summer 
fishery  was  poor ;  the  "  Seifiskeri  "  (coal-fish  or  saye)  about  the 
average.  The  catch  of  shark  was  rich,  and  that  of  seal  and 
walrus  about  the  usual  quantity. 

Trade  with  Russia  in  rye-meal  was  very  favourable. 

Grass  was  plentiful,  and  the  supply  of  hay  sufficient  for  the 
cattle. 


Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Hammerfest  during  the 

Year  1895. 


•alHnf. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Veteel*. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vo«eli. 

Tom. 

Number  of 
Veatelt. 

*"  Tom. 

Brittth       

Norwegian  „. 
p  n —fan      ... 
Gorman     Z       Z 

Swedish     

Dulck        

"io 

68 
8 

1 

2JB09 
3,600 

en 

268 

6 
•9 

*"l 
1 

„        "  1 

8,818 

88,279 

401 
808  , 
880 

6 
78 
68 

4 
2 

1 

8,848 
84,886 
8,600 

1,088 

1,074 

880 

Tom!      

„  forthejear 
preoeding      .„ 

78 
€8 

7,006 

7,802 

78 
78 

87,481 
48,188 

.161 
•  148, 

44,487 
60,488 

SaOinff. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Nomberof 
Vessels. 

Tom. 

Number  of 
Vemela, 

Tom. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tom. 

British       M.       ... 
Norwegian ...       „ 

German      ...       Z 

Swedith      

Dntoh         ... 

"io 

62 

8 

1 

2^608 

8,642 

682 

268 

6 

70 

~'l 

1 
1 

8,846 
88,870 

"401 
808 

660 

6 
80 
62 

i 

8,8a 

88,476 

1,088 

1,074 

680 

Total       ...       ... 

„  forthejear 
preoedinf 

76 
68 

7,048 
7,780 

78 
86 

88,082 
.   46,471 

168 

46,180 
64,261 

Saugemnd  (Vice-Consul  Jacobsen). 

Tft4o.  Trade  has  been  rather  unsatisfactory. 

fisheries.  The  spring  herring  fishenr  amounted  to  107,500  barrels,  with 

Henin*.  an  average  price  of  7*.  9d.  a  barrel.  The  oatch  of  t at-herrings  in 
the  north  of  Norway  was  very  rich.  The  steamers  and  sauing- 
shipe  engaged  in  this  trade  returned  vtfth  cargoes :  most  of  them 
made  several  voyages.  The  export  of  spring  herrings  and  fat 
herrings  brought  small  or  no  profits  to  the  exporters,  owing  to 
low  prices  in  the  Baltic  market  and  the  rich  Scotch  fisheries. 
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The  cod  fishery  on  the  west  coast  of  Bommelo  and  Karmo  Cod 
has  proved  a  total  failure. 

The  mackerel  catch  showed  .a  total  of  5,800,  against  14,000  in  Mackerel. 
1894,  and  20,000  the  year  preceding. 

Whaling  was  carried  on   by   two  steamers  on  the  coast   of  Whaling. 
Iceland,  and  in  the  winter  outside  Haugesund.    The  catch  was 
good,  and  brought  fair  profits  to  the  owners. 


Return  of  Principal  Articles  off  Export  from  Haugesund  during 
the  Years  1894-95. 


Articles. 

Tons 

if         •  • 

Number 
Tons 

1894. 

1895. 

Qmantity. 

Value. 

Quantity.  .     Value. 

Herrings,  salted    . . 
„         iced  and 
iii  boraeie  acid  • . 
Herrings,  kippers . . 
Lobsters     •• 
Pyrites 
Other  articles 

14,032 

1,797 

596 

26,456 

18,566 

•• 

£ 

80,644 

4,999 

7,291 

809 

18,842 

9,180 

18,686 

1,898 

299 

24,288 

8,420 

•  • 

£ 
106,821 

6,829 

8,656 

808 

1       4,750 

11,120 

Total   .. 

121,758 

183,484 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Haugesund  during 
the  Years  1894-95. 


Articles. 

Tods 
tt 

Bandies.  • 

1894. 

1895. 

Quantity. 

Varne. 

Quantity. 

Valne. 

Coals                     •• 

Salt 

Canvas                  •• 
Metals 

Cotton   and    linen 
goods      ..         •• 
Barrel  hoops  (willow) 
Other  articles 

17,373 

11,908 

9 

91 

14 
57,422 

£ 
10,612 
18,866 

759 
10,628 

4,686 

2,137 

79,556 

15,749 
9,618 
8  5 
118 

15 
83,671 

£ 

9,624 

10,676 

712 

12,467 

4,784 

2,507 

90,109 

Total       .. 

•• 

!     - 

! 

121,692 

•• 

180,879 
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NOEWAY. 


Rbtukn  of  the  Trade  between  Great  Britain,  &c,  and  Haugesund 
during  the  Years  1894-95. 


Country. 

Exports. 

• 

Imports. 

1894. 

1895. 

1894. 

1895. 

Great  Britain  .. 
Other  countries 

£ 

13,783 

107,976 

£ 

15,285 
118,199 

£ 
60,571 
71,115 

£ 

64,808 
76,076 

Total 

121,758 

133,484 

121,686 

180,879 

Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Haugesund  during  the 

Year  1895. 


Entobd. 


Sailing. 

8team. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of  ,      -.._. 
Vessels.    '      T<mM- 

British       

Norwegian 

Swedish      

Danish       ... 

Dutch 

Bussian      

02 

1 

u',898 
71 

2 

128 

9 

4 
6 

1,666 

48,247 

1,698 

146 

2,414 

2       i        1,666 

2S0             60.140 

10               1,769 

4      ;         146 

6        '        2,414 
• 

Total       

„    for  the  year 
preceding 

91 

11,064 

168 

64,170 

261              66,184 
64,222 

ClMAMWD. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

ififii 

Vio 

i 

71 

4 
165 
29 

4 
1 

8,124 
49,127 

6,470 
888 
441 

4 

266 

80 

4 
1 

8,124 
68,102 

6,441 
888 
441 

Total      ... 
„  for  the  year 
preceding      ... 

in 

14,046 

198 

60,000 
... 

804 

74,046 
71,989 

Kragerd  (Vice-Consul  Larsen). 

Trade.  The  past  year  has  shown  bad  results. 

Shipping.  Owners  have  lost  heavily.      Freights  have  ruled  very  low, 

and  complaints  are  general  that  1895  has  been  the  worst  year 

on  record  for  the  present  generation. 
Wood,  Prices  have  been  considerably  lower  than  in  1894.     There 
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have  been  no  profits,  although  the  district  produces  very  fine 
timber,  especially  adapted  for  flooring  purposes  and  joinery. 

There  are  three  wood-pulp  mills  in  this  district,  producing  Wood-pulp. 
9,000  to  10,000  tons  a  year.    Their  product  has  a  good  name 
abroad,  as  the  white  wood  here  has  very  fine  and  thick-set  fibres. 

Prices  for  ice  have  been  very  poor,  as  2s.  per  registered  ton,  Ice. 
f.o.b.,  may  be  considered  the  average  price.    This  trade  is  steadily 
growing,  being  second  only  to  that  of  Ghristiania.  •  The  ice  here  is 
good,  being  produced  generally  upon  large  lakes,  and  stored  in 
double-walled  ice-houses,  thus  avoiding  all  contact  with  sawdust. 

The  district  is  rich  in  valuable  minerals.  Large,  rich,  iron  Minera]«- 
veins  exist  in  several  places.  "  Apatite,''  a  mineral  containing 
upwards  of  87  per  cent  three- basic  phosphate  of  lime,  and  largely 
used  in  the  manure  factories,  is  worked  here  in  the  Bamble  mines 
of  Johan  Dance ;  these  mines  are  now  being  extended  to  increase 
the  production.  Feldspar  is  also  found  here  in  large  quantities  and 
exported  to  the  Continent. 


Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Kragero  in  the 
Year  1895. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Totel. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Veeeele. 

Tone. 

Number  of 

Veeeele. 

Tone. 

Number  of 
Veeeele. 

Tone. 

Britbh        

Other  nation! 

2 
406 

ISO 
76,862 

1 
1*4 

872 
49,881 

8 

640 

1,002 
126,783 

Total       ...       ... 

408 

76,482 

186 

60,268 

648 

126,786 

ClMAMMD, 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
•     Veeeele. 

Tone. 

Number  of 
Veeeele. 

Tone. 

Number  of 
Veeeele. 

Tone. 

Britten       ...       ...             2 

Other  nation*       ...         447 

•    180 
86,461 

1 
188 

872 
49,188 

8 

680 

1,002 
186,694 

Totel       ...       J,         448 

86,601 

184 

60,006 

688 

186,696 
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KOBWAT. 


Rbturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Kragero  during  the 

Years  1894-95. 


Articles. 

1    1804. 

1805. 

Quantity. 

Tons. 
81,784 
68,415 

7,2?4 

1,860 

1>259 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Wood,  timber  and  deals 

Ice        

Wood -pulp 

Apatite 

Feldspar 

£ 

50,000 

12,000 

15,000 

8.OC0 

2,000 

Tout. 
81,776 
67,068 

6,174 
660 

1,400 

£'• 

48,000 

7,000 

18,000 

8,000 

2,»O0 

Total 

•• 

87,000 

•v 

72,500 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Kr&gero  daring  the 
Years  1894-95. 


Articles. 

1894. 

1805. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Coils 

Tons. 
2,272 

£ 

2,650 

Tons. 
8,440 

£ 
4,000 

Total 

•  « 

2,650 

•  • 

4,000 
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Laurvig  and  Sandefiard  (Vice-Consul  Dahm). 

Little  change  occurred  in  the  general  trade  of  these  ports. 
The  total  export  of  timber  has  been  27,468  tons,  .against  28,861 
tons  in  1894.  Of  planed  boards,  8,881  tons  were  exported  to 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  3,995  tons  to  Australia. 

The  export  of  mechanical  wood-pulp  has  been  about  the  same. 

The  principal  articles  of  import  from  Great  Britain  are  still 
coal  and  salt 

Seven  British  ships  called  here,  as  in  1894  Two  of  these 
were  large  steel  ships,  of  upwards  of  2,000  ton3,  registered.  Each 
loaded  planed  boards  for  Australia. 

Freights  have  remained  low,  and  there  are  no  prospects  of  a 
rise  in  the  near  future.  As  larger  sailing  vessels  become  lost  or 
get  too  old  to  repair,  they  are  partly  replaced  by  small  steamers. 
The  sailing  fleet  of  these  ports  is  therefore  gradually  decreasing. 

Since  1880  there  has  been  a  hydropathic  establishment  in 
Laurvig,  which  is  gaining  a  reputation  as  a  health  resort,  and 
competing  with  the  older  hydropathic  establishment  at  Sande- 
fiorcL  Laurvig  is  particularly  recommended  for  those  suffering  from 
gout,  rheumatism,  diseases  of  the  heart,  skin,  &c. 

The  water  from  two  natural  springs  is  used,  one  well  giving 
alkaline  sulphurous  water,  and  the  other  containing  a  solution  of 
iron. 

The  season  is  from  June  1  to  September  1.  Many  sufferers 
have  reaped  great  benefit  from  the  treatment  at  these  baths. 
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NOBWAY, 


Gcnerml 
remarks. 


Cod  fisheries. 


Roc 


Livers. 


Qaano. 


Fishermen. 


Total  fishing. 


Lofoten  Islands  (Vice-Consul  Church). 

This  has  proved  to  be  a  record  year  for  the  cod-fiehing  industry 
here,  as  regards  the  immense  number  of  fish  caught,  although  the 
value  to  the  fishermen  was  rather  less  than  in  1894 

The  herring  fishery,  which  began  in  August,  recovered  after 
the  disastrous  figures  of  the  previous  year. 

The  cod  appeared  late,  and  were  small  and  thin.  Very  little 
was  caught  before  March,  in  which  month  over  25  millions  were 
taken.  At  the  end  of  the  season,  April  30,  the  total  exceeded 
38,600,000  at  the  Inner  Lofotens,  and  7,700,000  at  the  Outer 
Lofotens  and  Vesteraalen.  Prices  commenced  at  15  kr.  (16a.  8rf.) 
per  100  fish,  and  reached  the  maximum  of  22  kr.  (1/.  4s.  5d.)  at 
the  commencement  of  March,  when  they  gradually  declined,  until 
at  the  end  of  April  fish  could  be  got  at  some  of  the  stations  at 
9  kr.  (10s.)  per  100.  There  was  a  marked  increase  in  the  export 
of  stock  fish  from  here  to  Italy,  vi&  Hamburg.  Those  who  dried 
their  fish  as  stock  fish  made  money,  but  many  who  split  and 
salted  their  fish  lost  money  on  the  transactions. 

42,000  hectolitres  of  roe  were  salted,  besides  8,642  hectolitres 
at  the  Outer  Lofotens  and  Vesteraalen,  being  a  great  increase  on 
last  year. 

Prices  ranged  between  lis.  Id.  and   1/.   6*.   8d.  per  barrel 

-  salted.    Livers  were  poor  and  thin,  but  as  the  price  of  medicine 

oil  (refined)  ran  up  to  about  6t  per  barrel,  sellers  made  good  profits. 

The  quantity  of  guano  exported  was  about  the  same  as  in 
1894,  but  prices  were  lower.  The  factories  absorbed  about  29 
million  cod  heads,  and  about  6  million  were  taken  by  the  fisher- 
men to  feed  their  cattle. 

About  37,000  men  were  employed  in  the  cod  fisheries,  and 
about  8,500  boats  were  in  use  during  the  season,  from  January  15 
to  April  30.  The  earnings  per  man  averaged  11/.  15s.  7d.,  or 
21  2s:  5d.  less  than  last  year,  as  the  cost  of  bait  was  very  great 
owing  to  the  dearth  of  herrings. 

The  following  table  gives  the  result  of  the  fishing  since  1893 
at  the  Inner  Lofotens : — 


Years.. 

Total 
Pish. 

Salted 
Fish. 

Dried 
Fish. 

Cod 
Beads 

(for 
Qaano). 

Boo. 

Medicinal 
Oil. 

Trade 
Oil. 

Value. 

1898       ... 
1804       ... 

1896       ... 

Million*. 
27 

*8A 

Millions. 
'MA 

Minions. 

Millions. 
20 

Tons. 
8,110 
2,440* 
4,200 

Tons. 
1,860 
1,280 
1,280 

Tons. 

1,960 

.      780 

880 

£ 

888,889 
888,880 

The  fishing  at  the  Outer  Lofoten*  &&d  Vesteraalen  since  1893 
was  as  follows  j— 
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Tear. 

Total  Fish. 

Tilde  Oil. 

Medicinal 
Oil. 

Boa. 

1893 

1894 

1895 

Millloni. 
8 

I* 
7A 

Tout. 

1,400 
480 
298 

Tona 
482 
288 
217 

Tons. 
987 
861 
864 

Herrings  were  plentiful,   the  catch  amounting    to  438,000  Herring*, 
barrels  in  the  whole  of  Nordland,  whereof  in  this  district  115,400 
barreh.    Prices  varied  from  1/.  5s.  Id.  to  1*.  5d  per  maal  of  33 
gallons.    The  men  who  netted  the  fish  made  in  many  instances 
good  profits. 

No  case  of  contagious  disease  has  occurred  here  throughout  the  Cattle  dUcane. 
year. 

Dredging    operations    at    Stamsund    are    now    completed.  Harbour 
Improvements    have    been    continued     at     Henningsvcer    andwork8- 
Andenoes,  and  commenced  at  Heine.    The  construction  of  the 
breakwater  at  Horden  in  Yesteraalen  has  been  proceeded  with. 

A  company  has  commenced  boring  for  coal  at  Andoen,  and  Coal, 
operations  will  be  continued  during  1896  to  determine  whether 
the  seams  found  there  are  worth  working.    The  import  of  coal 
was  maintained  at  prices  lower  than  in  1894. 

The  salt  import  increased  in  quantity,  but  prices  were  lower.     Salt. 

The  hay  crop  was  good ;  potatoes  and  corn  gave  about  an  Crops, 
average  yield,  but  the  quality  of  the  potatoes  was  affected  by  the 
autumn  rains. 

Freights   have  continued   very   low,  viz.,  4*.  6d.  for  coal  in  Freight*, 
vessels  bound  for  the  White  Sea. 

British  tourists  have,  as  usual,  visited  this  district  during  the  Tourist*, 
summer  months. 

Annex  A. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Lofoten 
during  the  Years  1894-95. 


Article*. 

1894. 

1896. 

Quantity. 

Yalne. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Fiah  guano 

n    Oil 

Salted  herring., 
8tockn*h 
Other artioles  •• 

Tons. 

974 

66 

182 

•  • 

£ 

0,490 
1,240 

8,990 

•  • 

Ton* 

1,000 

86 

464  J 

£ 

0,068 
1,662 

10,720 

Total     .. 

1,161 

10,720 

1,489 

18,860 

Hon.— All  artioles  exported  in  ooasting  steamers. 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Lofoten  during  the 
Years  1894-95. 


Article*. 

1894. 

1895. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value, 

Coal 

Salt       

Coffee 

Other  articles  .. 

Tone. 

15,888 

1,282 

4 

44 

£ 

12,270 

1,990 

416 

115 

Tons. 

15,469 

2,640 

21 

78 

£ 

10,828 

2,787 

281 

464 

ToUl     .. 

16,668 

14,791 

18,189* 

14,810 

Annex  B. — Table  showing  Total  Value  ot  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Lofoten  from  and  to  Foreign  Countries 
during  the  Years  1894-95. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1894.               1895. 

! 

1894. 

1895. 

United  Kingdom 
Germany 

Italy 

Portugal 
Other  countries 

£                     £ 
90                  140 
10,158               7,490 
i       10,720 

'477  j    :: 

£ 

12,885 
416 
980 

1,010 

£ 

11,142 

881 

2,272 

515 

•  • 

Total     .. 

10,720             18,850 

i 

14,791 

14,810 
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Eettten  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Lofoten  during  the  Year 

1895. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

**»•    \*£X? 

Tom. 

Number  of 
Veatela. 

Tone. 

British       ...       M 
Norwegian ... 
Other  countries    ... 

'*6 

892 

10 
2 

1 

11,770 

2,16* 

600 

10 
7 

4 

11.770 
4,847 
1.492 

Total 

8 

1,586 

18                 14,828 

21          1       18,109 

Cuu*n>. 


8ailiof. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Veeeels. 

Torn. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tone. 

BriUnh 

Norwegian 

Other  countries    ... 

#*5 
2 

1,562 
661 

10 

t 
1 

6,525 

1,292 

845 

10 
7 

4 

6,525 
2,854 
1,006 

Total 

8 

2,228 

18 

8,162 

21 

10,885 

Kom— 19  veaieli  cleared  in  ballaat  for  the  White  8ea,  and  2  for  Norwegian  ports. 
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Mandal  (Vice-Consul  Andorsen). 

The  chief  trade  here  is  the  export  of  timber,  staves,  and  pit-  Trwte. 
props  to  Denmark,  Scotland,  and  Iceland.    The  latter  is  one  of 
the  principal  markets  for  our  timber,  and  this  trade  during  the 
past  year  has  given  satisfactory  results.    There  are«eight  saw-mills 
in  work. 

The  merchant  fleet  belonging  to  Mandal  still  consists  of  only  Skipping, 
sailing  vessels,  of  which  a  few  are  of  iron.  Freights  have  been 
bad  all  through  the  year,  and  shipping  has  been  a  loss  generally 
to  the  owners.  The  insurance  premiums  on  the  wooden  sailing 
vessels  being  so  enormous  on  account  of  heavy  losses  to  the  Nor- 
wegian mutual  clubs  in  which  the  ships  are  insured.  The  low 
freights  have  not,  as  a  rule,  left  enough  even  to  pay  the  premiums 
due  by  the  vessels.  The  only  steamer  belonging  to  this  port  was 
lost  during  the  year. 

The  salmon  fishing  was  good,  and  lobsters  obtained  a  very  Fiahetiei. 
high  price.    The   Mandal  and  Lyngdal  Rivers  are  continuously 
rented  by  Englishmen  for  salmon  fishing. 

The  hay  crop  was  very  abundant,  and  the  harvest  altogether  Harvest, 
very  satisfactory,  except  with  regard  to  potatoes,  which  were  a 
failure  on  account  of  too  much  rain. 

The  Aaseral  tourist  hotel  had  not  many  visitors  last  year.  Tourists. 


Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Mandal  during  the 

Years  1895-94. 


Articles. 

1896. 

1894. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Timber 

Uirch-ataves  and    fire. 

«tave*. . 
lobsters..         .. 
Kaloiou  in  ice  .. 
Oaktnrk 
Ico         ..         .. 
Other  articles  .. 

Tons.       |           £ 
10,620        j      11,004 

2,466                2,163 

75        !          417 
4                    14 

193        (       1,303 

Tods. 
9,142 

2,216 
2*2 
1-6 
21 

174-2 

£ 
9,473 

1,942 

177 

53 

83 

1,451 

Total     .. 

18,356         j      15,811 

11,557 

18,184 

(2252) 


E  2 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Mandal  during 
the  Years  1895-94. 


Articles.    • 

1895. 

1894. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Cotton  goods   •• 
Woollen  goods .  • 
Corn  and  flour  •• 
Wine  and  spirits 

Coals 

Other  articles  .. 

Ton*. 

8 

7 

44 

8 

1,182 

150 

£ 

879 

2,245 

842 

216 

768 
3,868 

Tods. 

11 

9-5 

31 

2 

1,944 

184-5 

£ 
1,348 
2,987 
266 
201 
1,458 
5,731 

Total     . . 

1,394 

8,318 

2,132 

11,991 

Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Mandal  during  the  Year 

1895. 


EXTKftSD. 


8ailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 
Norwegian .« 

Swedtfth      

Dankh 

Bussian      

154 

4 
6 
1 

12,022 

62 
617 

484 

"i 

777 

160 
4 
6 

12,799 
52 
617 

484 

Total       

,.  for  the  year 
preceding 

165 
183 

13,076 
16,189 

6 

777 

171 
188 

13,832 
16,189 

Cleabbd. 


SaUing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  cf 
Vessels. 

Ton*. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

173    • 
6 
6 
1 

186 

189 

Tons. 

British        „ 
Norwegian ...       ... 

Swedish      ... 

Danish       

Bussian      

166 
6 
6 
1 

15,*312 
137 
617 
481 

"s 

1,203 

IM16 
137 
517 

484 

Total      ,„ 
„   for  the  year 
preceding 

178      - 
189 

16,460 
17,074 

a 

4,203 

17,«63 
17,074 
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Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from  and 
Imported  to  Mandal  from  and  to  other  Foreign  Countries 
during  the  Years  1895-94. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

_ 

1895. 

1894. 

1895. 

1894. 

England 

Denmark,  Iceland,  and 
the  Faroe  Islands    ♦. 
Germany 
Other  countries 

£ 
2,125 

11,800 

256 

1,630 

£ 
1,774 

9,095 

689 

M26 

£ 
2,900 

1,688 

8,485 

295 

£ 

.  4,147 

2,261 

4,986 
597 

Total     .. 

15,811 

18,184 

8,318 

11,991 

Molde  (Vice-Consul  P.  Dahl). 

No  British  merchant  vessel  visited  this  port  in  1895,  hut  42 
British  tourist  steamers,  of  73,274  tons,  called  with  4,483  pas- 
sengers, and  18  yachts,  of  3,139  tons,  with  300  passengers. 

The  total  catch  of  herrings  amounted  to  about  40,000  barrels. 
A  curious  feature  in  this  fishery  was  a  great  catch  of  herrings 
which  happened  in  this  district  in  the  early  part  of  December. 
The  fish  were  large  and  plump,  and  could  have  been  taken  in 
abundance,  but  owing  to  the  want  of  buyers  the  catch  was  not  so 
great  as  it  would  otherwise  have  been.  Prices  varied  from 
1  kr.  50  ore  (Is.  8d.)  to  4  kr.  (4s.  bd.)  per  150  litres. 

The  catch  of  cod  amounted  to  about  1,100,000,  but  the  fish,  as 
well  as  the  liver,  were  lean. 

'  The  harvest  was  good  for  corn,  hay,  and  potatoes,  but  these 
last  rotted  very  soon. 

The  chief  articles  of  import  from  Great  Britain  were  coals 
and  a  small  quantity  of  hardware  and  textile  goods. 

The  public  health  has  been  good  during  the  whole  year. 
.  The  number  of  travellers  was  about  the  same  as  in  the  year 
preceding. 


Shipping. 


Fisheries. 
Herrings. 


Cod. 

Agriculture. 

Imports. 

Health. 
Tourists. 
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Ketubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Molde  during 
the  Yearn  1894-95. 


1895. 


1894. 


Articles. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


• 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Codfish.. 

45 

720 

287 

4,450 

Butter  .. 

••1 

78 

6,550 

78 

7,000 

Boe 

i 

, , 

. . 

10 

160 

Cod-liver  oil     . . 
Common  liver  oil 

v 

10 

250 

20 

460 

Herrings 

120 

850 

125 

900 

Fish  manure    . . 

•• 

485 

8,0u0 

410 

2,800 

Total     .. 

688 

11,870 

980 

15,770 

Note.— All  the  butter  exported  in  1895  wa«  sent  to  England. 

Ketubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Molde  during  the 
Years  1895-94. 


Article*. 

1895. 

1894. 

Quantity. 

Tons. 

20 

1,000 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Malt      

Coals 

Other  articles 

£ 

525 

800 

6,500 

Tona. 

20 

800 

•  • 

550 

700 

6,850 

Total 

1,020 

7,825 

820 

7,600 

Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from  and 
Imported  to  Molde  from  and  to  Foreign  Countries  during 
the  Years  1895-94. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1695. 

1894. 

1895.       '        1894. 

All  other  countries     . . 

£ 
11,870 

£ 
15,770 

£                     £ 
7,825        j       7,600 

Total     .. 

11,870 

15,770 

7,825        |       7,600 
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Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Molde  daring  the  Year 

1895. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Hnmber  of 
Veteele. 

Ton*. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British       

Norwegian 

Other  countries    ... 

"s 

"250 

"ie 

60/706 

*89 

607966 

Total       ... 
„   for  the  year 
preceding 

I 

6 

250 
250 

86 
64 

60,706 
41,667 

89 
61 

60,966 
41,767 

CtBABXD. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British        

Norwegian  M 
Other  countries   ... 

"*6 

260 

**82 

49^960 

'w 

60,200 

Total       

,,  for  the  year 
preceding 

8 
8 

260 
260 

82 
61 

49,960 
89,817 

86 
64 

60,2C0 
40,067 

Hoyden  (Vice-Consul  Dahl). 

Shipping.  No  British  merchant  vessel  entered  this  port  during  1895. 

Nearly  all  the  shipping  to  and  from  this  port  has  been  effected  in 
the  coasting  steamers.  British  goods  have  been  imported  vi& 
Bergen  and  Christiania. 

Fisheries.  The  usual  fishing  expeditions  to  the  Lofoten  Islands  and  to 

the  herring  fisheries  have  been  made  from  this  district 

Tourists.  English  sportsmen  and  tourists  have   as  usual  visited  this 

district  during  the  season.  Last  season's  catch  of  salmon  in  the 
Vefsen  Kivers  was  half  that  of  the  year  preceding. 

Annex  A. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Mosjden 
during  the  Years  1895-94. 


Articles. 

1895. 

1894.. 

Quantity. 

Value, 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Guano  .. 
Silver  ore 
Other  goods 

Lbe. 
781,200 
298,800 
4,000 

£ 

1,720 

1,110 

160 

Lbs. 
865,000 
455,000 

18,800 

£ 
2^80 
1,120 
1,810 

Total     .. 

1,084,000 

2,990 

1,888,800 

5,460 
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Beturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Mosjoeu  during 
the  Years  1895-94. 


Articles. 

1895. 

1894. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 
700 

670 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Textiles 

Coals 

Other  goods 

Lbs.        j 

0,000      ' 

82,200      1 

Lbs.                   £ 
8,100                200 
250 
4,100                260 

Total     .. 

41,200      t 

J,270 

7,200 

710 

Annex   B. — Table   showing    the   Total   Value    of   all   Articles 
Exported  from  and  Imported  to  Mosjoen  to  and  from  Foreign 


Countries  during  the  Years  1895-94. 


Exports. 

Imports. 

Country. 

1895. 

1894. 

1895. 

1?94. 

Great  Britain  .. 
Qenr.any 
Other  countries 

£ 

160 
2,830 

£ 

980 
3,650 

880 

£ 

265 

l»50 

65 

£ 

860 

340 

10 

Total 

2,990 

5,460 

1,270 

710 

Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


72 


NORWAY. 


00 


1  .3 

2  -S 


d 

:© 


J3 


05 

1 

1 


c5 

be 

a 

'I  K 


•a    •* 
n    -5 


I 


9 

H 
W 


.3 


05 


i 

I 


•*  : 


3*5 


6 

I 

i 


ji 


2 


II 


'2 


: 


9 
« 


Digitized  by  LiOOQ IC 


CHR1STUNU.  73 

Moss  (Vice^Consul  Vogt). 

Twelve  British  steamers  have  visited  this  port. :   9  eame  from  Trade, 
the  Black  Sea  with  grain,  1  from  the  Baltic  with  grain,  and  2 
from  the  Tyne  with  coal. 

Both  the  import  and  the  export  have  been  lower  this  year 
than  in  1894. 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Moss  during  the 
Year  1895. 

Articles.  Quantity. 

Bye  Kilogram*  ..'  26,405,151 

Barley „  ..;  3971,281 

Wheat 1  „  ..!  822,476 

Pea*  ,  „  ..  87,014 

liaise „  ,.;  12P,868 

Flour „  ..i  1,910,475 

Coal  Ton*,.  ,.;  26,600 

Salt  I  „    ..  ..,  1,870 

Sulphate „    ..  ..  527 


Bjsturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Moss  during 
the  Year  1895. 


Article*. 


Wood  .. 
Jce 

Wood-pulp 
Oat* 

Herring*.  • 
Flour  .. 
Feldspar .  • 
Hones  .. 
Spirits 


Quantity. 


Yeast Kilograms 


Cubic  metres. . 

8,061 

Tons.. 

'   8,242 

Kilogram*    .. 

1,718.600 

>»           •• 

819,854 

Barrel* 

1,243 

Kilograms    • . 

960,920 

»•           •  • 

1,990,800 

Number       • . 

19 

Litro*. . 

78,644 

Kilograms    . . 

80,400 

Rbtukn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Moss  during  the  Year 

1895. 

EVTSBSD. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total, 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tom. 

Number  of 
Vcaieli. 

Tons.  . 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British       

Norwegian ... 
Swedish     ~ 
Danish 

BUffiMl       

frenob       ... 
German     

I 

i 

-5 

25,176 
246 
601 

m 

"aio 

12 
29 

4 
4 

12,727 

14,787 

655 

4,676 

••• 

12 
99 
11 
12 

1 

12,727 

59,90* 

900 

5,076 

293 

"Sio 

Total       

„  for  the  year 
preceding 

91 
96 

96,524 
85,956 

49 
97 

82,744 
46,152 

140 
191 

69,268 
82,108 

Digitized  by  LiOOQ IC 


74 


NOBWAT. 
Clxabxd. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  ol 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

N  amber  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British       

Norwegian 

Swedish      

Danish        

Busaian 

French       

German      ... 

*48 
8 
7 

"ft 

28?584 
120 
411 

~484 

2 
64 

4 
1 

2,411 

23,694 

684 

1,367 

"491 

2 

100 
12 

.8 

*M6 

2,4*1 
62,278 
804 
1,780     , 

*925 

Total       

„  for  the  year 
preceding 

88 
84 

29,651 
18,454 

82 
88 

28,887 
33,375 

123 
147 

68,218 

Namsos  (Vice-Consul  Sqmmerschield). 

Trade.  Trade  revived.    Timber  was  somewhat  higher,  and  the  cod- 

fisheries  fairly  good  on  this  coast. 

Timber.  The  quantity  of  timber  shipped  to  foreign  countries  amounted 

to  6,541  register  tons.  Part  of  this,  5>775  tons,  was  sent  to  Great 
Britain.  ... 

Shipping.  Only  one  British  merchant  ship  came  to  the  Consular  district- 

during  the  year,  but  several  pleasure  yachts  and  tourist  steamers 
called  here. 

Freights.  Kates  of  freight  were  depressed. 

Import.  The  import  from  the  United  Kingdom  included  coals,  textile 

goods,  hardware,  and  a  few  other  articles.  The  greater  part  of  the 
industrial  as  well  as  household  goods  came  chiefly  \i&  the  principal 
towns  in  this  country. 

Harrest.  ^'ie  'iarvesfc  was  g°°d' 

Fisheries  ^he  salmon  fisheries  were  very  poor  in  the  rivers,  as  well  as 

along  the  coast. 
Tourist*.  About  the  usual  number  of  English,  people  visited  the  district 

for  sporting  purposes. 

Annex  A. — Keturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Narasos- 
during  the  Years  1895-94. 


Articles. 

1895. 

1891 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Timber 

Tons. 
6,541 

£ 
15,000 

Tons. 
6,583 

£ 
14,500 

Total     .. 

6,541 

15,000 

6,538 

14,500 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  Namsos  during 
the  Years  1895-94, 


1895. 

1894. 

Article* 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Textile! 

4 

900 

4 

900 

Coffee 

5 

450 

8 

700 

Sugar    ..         ..         •• 

22 

450 

22 

450 

Coals 

2,800 

2,000 

2,600 

2,000 

Margarine 

20 

800 

. . 

Floor    

.. 

.. 

23 

800 

Other  articles  .. 

15 

2,000 

23 

2,000 

Total     .. 

2,866 

6,600 

2,083 

6,850 

Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from  and 
Imported  to  Namsos  from  and  to  Foreign  Countries 
during  the  Years  1895-94. 


Country. 

Exports. 
1895.               1894. 

Imports 

1895. 

1894. 

Great  Britain   .. 
Germany          ••         .. 
Belgium 
Other  countries 

£          ! 
18,400 

500 

3,100 

£ 
18,500 
700 

*300 

£ 

2,500      ] 
8,500 

600      i 

£ 

2,500 

8,250 

#600 

Total     •  • 

15,000 

14,500 

6  600      | 

i 

6,350 
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Tot.l. 
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rtal  Tonnag 

In 
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to 

Tc 

With 
Cargoes. 
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Total        li 
Value  of      j 
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•8 

Total 

Number  of 
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Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Namsos  during  the 

Years  1895. 


EjfTEA*X>. 


Sailing. 

|                 fttaam. 

TotaL 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Veeeele. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
<     Vassal*. 

Tom. 

I 
Number  of  ' 
VeaMli. 

Tona. 

Brituh       m 
Norwegian  ... 
German      „. 

14 

2,*730 
220 

1 

673 
3,31.2 

2?     ' 

678 

6,131 

220 

Total       „. 
„   for  the  year 
preceding 

16 
26 

2,969 
6,884 

• 

3,966 
2,004 

27 
80 

6,924 
7,838 

CUUIBD. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of        -v^ 
VeeecU.    ;       ToM- 

Number  of 
Veeseli. 

Tona. 

Number  of 
Veaaeli. 

Tons. 

British 
Norwegian ... 
German     ... 

*16       |        2^929 
1                   220 

1 
11 

678 
8,392 

1 

2! 

678 

6,821 

220 

Total       

,,   for  the  year 
preceding 

16                8,149 
24                6,144 

12        |         3,966 
6        j        2,004 

2d 
29 

7,114 
7,148 

Skiensfiord  (Vice-Consul  Franklin). 
(The  Vice-Consul  resides  at  Porsgruud.) 

The  number  of  British  vessels  entered  and  cleared  in  1895 
was  35,  totalling  9,413  register  tons.  Of  theae  28  were  ip  ballast, 
2  loaded  with  corn,  2  with  coal,  and  3  with  china-clay.  They 
cleared  with  4  in  ballast  to  load  elsewhere,  2  loaded  with  timber, 
8  with  pulp,  4  with  copper  ore,  and  17  with  ice.  Of  the  total 
tonnage  there  were  11  steamers,  representing  4,486  register  tons. 

The  British  steamer  traffic  seems  likely  to  increase.  A  regular 
line  has  been  decided  on  for  the  coming  year  between  this  district 
and  Manchester.  The  export  of  pulp  especially  is  carried  on  by 
steamers. 

Many  Briti3h-owned  ships  now  trade  to  and  from  this  district 
in  the  ice  trade  under  the  ^Norwegian  flag. 

On  the  whole  freights  were  unremunerative,  although,  partly 
owing  to  incidental  circumstances,  rates  have  ranged  higher  for 
most  of  the  year  for  sailing  vessels  from  this  than  from  neighbour- 
ipg  districts.  Traffic  by  Norwegian  and  other  steamers  has 
increased  considerably,  sailing  vessels  seeming  to  have  difficulty  in 
competing. 

Insurance  companies  have  had  a  bad  year,  and  are  forced  to 
alter  their  regulations  so  as  to  put  insurance,  if  possible,  on  a 
sounder  footing. 


British 
shipping. 


General 
shipping 
interests. 


Maritime 
insurance. 
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British  goods  The  consumption  of  British  goojis,  especially  Manchester 
and  German  manufactures,  has  slightly  increased  of  late.  Dealers  generally 
competition.  buy  through  the  manufacturer's  agents,  or  through  wholesale 
nierchants  in  Christiania.  German  goods  compete  very  keenly, 
the  German  manufacturers  having  either  Norwegians  or  Norwegian- 
speaking  German  travellers,  who  visit  buyers  continually,  and 
perseveringly  press  their  wares.  It  is  said  that  it  is  very  difficult 
to  keep  up  the  sale  of  good  English  articles,  although  such  are 
largely  preferred  by  a  great  section  of  the  public.  As  soon  as 
such  commodities  begin  to  sell  well  they  are  closely  imitated  in  a 
German  make  of  inferior  quality,  which  can  be  sold  cheaper  to 
the  detriment  of  the  English  articles,  which  are,  without  exception, 
acknowledged  to  be  of  better  quality  than  the  German  productions. 
Probably  more  trade  might  be  done  in  British  goods  without 
following  German  methods  if  British  manufacturers  would  give 
more  time  and  trouble  in  studying  the  conditions  and  require- 
ments of  trade  in  Norway  through  the  medium  of  Norwegian 
travellers  employed  at  and  by  the  establishments  in  England 
which  they  represent.  It  is,  of  course,  to  a  great  extent  necessary 
to  be  well  localised  to  avoid  making  bad  debts.  Thus  it  may  be 
both  prudent,  and  also  beneficial,  as  conferring  a  personal  favour 
on  the  buyers,  to  appoint  resident  local  agents  in  the  more 
important  centres,  beside  an  agent  in  Christiania. 

Saw-blades  are  largely  used  here.  The  circular  saws  sold 
are  mostly  of  English  make,  but  upright  (frame)  saws,  of  which 
great  numbers  are  used  yearly,  are  generally  of  German  make. 
Consumers  complain  that  English  frame  saws  are  either  too  hard 
or  too  brittle,  and  not  so  useful  as  those  of  German  make.  A 
large  trade  could  be  done  in  Norway  in  these  saws  if  of  a  proper 
quality.  The  band-saws  sold  here  are  mostly  of  French 
manulacture.  * 

The  use  of  carpets  increases  yearly,  but  they  are  generally 
too  expensive.  Cheaper  goods  might  probably  meet  with  a  ready 
sale. 

This  is  much  more  used  than  previously.  Teas  inferior  in 
flavour  are  mostly  sold,  and  are  of  a  poorer  quality  than  those 
sold  in  England.  The  sale  of  good  teas  could  be  probably  largely 
increased  in  Norway. 

As  pointed  out  last  year,  there  are  exceptionally  good  facilities 
in  Porsgrund  for  establishing  ironworks  and  an  iron  shipbuilding 
yard,  combined  with  a  dry  dock  for  repairs  of  vessels,  and  especially 
steamers,  of  which  there  are  a  great  number  trading  locally, 
besides  others. 

In  Skien  there  is  water-power  of  about  2,500  h.-p.  available, 
by  which  considerable  industry  could  be  developed.  The  electro- 
lytical  works  in  Skien,  producing  chlorine-milk,  mentioned  in  my 
last  report  are  progressing  satisfactorily.  The  proprietors  are 
seeking  foreign  capital  for  their  further  development. 
Shipbuilding.         One  wooden  vessel  was  built  and  launched  in  1895,  but  this 

branch  of  business  seems  to  be  at  an  end  here. 
Coal  import.  This  is  large,  and  continues  to  increase. 


Saws  and 

foreign 

competition. 


Carpets. 


Tea. 


Probable 
opening  for 
British 
enterprise. 
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About  1,200  tons  were  exported  in  1895  from  the  Bratsberg  Copper  ore. 
(Omdal)  copper  works  to  the  British  ChanneL     The  proprietors 
are  seeking  foreign  capital  for  the  development  of  these  mines 
which  produce  the  richest  ore,  20  per  cent,  on  an  average. 

Shipments  have  been  large,  with  better  prices  for  sawn  goods  Timber  trade, 
than  in  1894,  but  mining  timber  and  props,  which  are  almost 
exclusively  sent  to  England,  have  been  very  depressad  in  price. 
Unless  prices  improve  the  export  of  them  will  probably  diminish, 
and  finally  be  given  up.  The  timber  merchant  associations  are 
endeavouring  to  curtail  the  production  of  props.  The  export  of 
telegraph  poles  to  the  British  Government  and  timber  merchants 
in  England  continues,  and  there  are  in  hand  for  1896  delivery, 
but  the  available  supply  of  this  article  is  getting  greatly  reduced. 
New  fields  for  this  kind  of  wood  must  soon  be  found  if  the 
demand  continues  on  the  same  large  scale. 

The  ice  trade  has  been  extensive  in  1895,  but  prices  were  Ice. 
low.    On   the  whole  this    business   has    given    exporters   poor 
results. 

General  trade  continues  to  increase  in  this  district.  General  trade 

The  fisheries  are  quite  unimportant.  Fisheries. 

Navigation  is  kept  open  all  the  year  round.  Navigation. 

Attention  is  again  called  to  the  necessity  of  employing 
licensed  local  pilots  between  Skien  and  Porsgrund ;  also  suffi- 
ciently powerful  tug-boats,  especially  in  flood  times  when  a  heavy 
current  prevails.  In  this  way  casualties  that  have  occurred  might 
have  been  probably  avoided. 

Crops  were  up  to  the  average.  Cropa. 

His    Majesty,    King    Oscar  II,  opened  the   Brevig    line  in  Railways. 
October,  which  is  not  only  an  acquisition  for  this  district  alone, 
but  also  of  great  assistance  in  the  winter,  especially  in  communi- 
cation between  Cbristiania  and  Arendal,  Christiansand  and  Bergen.         / 

The  telephone  service  has  considerably  increased  in  all  direc-  Telephone, 
tions,  and  at  low  charges. 

Great  numbers  of  tourists  passed  through  this  district  en  route  Touritts. 
for   Christiania  and  Bergen  vi&  the  Bandak  Canal    and    over 
HaukelidfjelcL     Two  English  yachts  visited  Skiensfiord  in  1895. 

In  1895  the  time  expired  for  which  two  of  the  towns  in  this  Gothenburg 
Consular  district  (Skien  and  Brevig)  had  the  right  of  having  so-  •y8t"m' 
called  "Bolags"  or  "Samlags"  for  the  sale  of  spirits  as  a 
monopoly.  According  to  the  new  liquor  law  the  inhabitants  of 
towns  have  the  right  of  vetoing  the  further  existence  of  any 
"  Bolag n  in  their  town.  Both  Skien  and  Brevig  voted  by  large 
majorities  against  it,  so  that  they  have  no  longer  any  "  Bolags," 
which  institutions  were  so  warmly  advocated  by  the  Norwegian 
Press  when  the  question  of  the  Gothenburg  system  was  so  fully 
ventilated  some  short  time  ago.  The  fact  of  the  "  Bolags  "  having 
been  voted  down  in  several  other  towns  in  Norway  besides  Skien 
and  Brevig  shows  that  they  are  not  so  popular  as  might  be 
supposed.  But  it  must  in  justice  be  stated  that  it  is  mainly  owing 
to  the  persevering  agitation  of  the  teetotal  element,  aided  by  the 
women's  votes,  that  the  "  Samlags  "  are  being  ousted.  In  towns 
(2252)  f 
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where  the  "  Samlags  "  are  out-voted,  and  where  no  private  privi- 
leges for  the  sale  of  spirits  are  still  held  by  private  individuals 
from  olden  days,  spirits  cannot  now  be  bought  in  smaller  casks 
than  250  litres,  which  is  practically  synonymous  with  the  non- 
sale  of  spirits  in  such  towns.  But  in  some  towns  privileges  are 
still  held  by  private  individuals.  This  is  the  case  in  Skien, 
where  the  spirit  traffic  flourishes  undiminished,  to  the  great 
chagrin  of  those  whose  zeal  has  secured  the  abolition  of  the 
"  Samlag."  But  no  sooner  are  the  "  Samlags  n  out-voted,  which  is 
generally  effected  by  agitation,  and  gives  rise  to  considerable  ill- 
feeling — than  the  Press  complains  that  large  sources  of  income 
have  thus  been  lost  to  the  communities.  The  profits  from  the 
"  Samlags "  were  always  utilised  for  the  support  of  charitable 
institutions  and  objects  of  general  local  interest,  which  must  now 
be  maintained  by  taxing  the  ratepayers,  or  else  be  totally 
abandoned.  The  new  Norwegian  liquor  law  may  have  its  advan- 
tages, but  when  it  contains  clauses  prohibiting  the  sale,  even  in 
the  best  hotels,  of  any  kinds  of  spirits  from  Saturday  midday  to 
Monday  morning,  the  law  becomes  inexpedient  and  onerous. 
This  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  the  Christiania  police  authorities 
have  found  it  wise  to  make  representations  to  the  Government  to 
obtain  the  relaxation  of  the  above-named  clause.  The  liquor 
question  in  Norway  seems  to  be  undergoing  a  crisis  of  alteration. 
No  doubt  public  opinion  and  the  good  sense  of  a  practical  nation^ 
will  eventually  settle  it  in  such  a  manner  that  both  the  State  and 
the  communities  will  reap  their  just  share  of  the  profits  accruing 
from  the  properly  regulated  sale  of  spirits  in  some  form  or  another. 
It  is  highly  improbable  that  the  ultra  teetotal  element  will  be  able 
at  last  to  absolutely  prohibit  the  sale  and  use  of  spirits  in  Nor- 
way. Willing  as  the  Norwegians  seem  to  be  to  reduce  the  sale  of 
spirits  to  a  minimum,  they  are  scarcely  likely  to  allow  of  such 
far-reaching  encroachments  on  the  personal  liberties  of  free  citizens 
of  a  free  country.  The  prohibitions  already  existing  in  some 
districts  against  the  sale  of  spirits  has  already  led  to  evil  results 
in  the  shape  of  the  excessive  use  of  naptha  by  the  lower  classes, 
and  the  introduction  of  a  class  of  liquor  called  u  laddevin,"  which 
on  analvsis  quite  lately  has  been  found  to  contain  highly  injurious 
ingredients,  and  the  sale  of  which  is  now  strictly  forbidden. 
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NOBWAY. 
Bisor  (Vice-Consul  Finne). 


Timber  exporters  have  got  about  the  same  prices  as  in  1894. 
Ice  prices   were  very  low;    even  8$.  6d.  was  accepted  for 
London. 

Freights  were  very  low ;  most  of  the  ships  have  lost  money. 


Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Risdr  during 
the  Years  1894-95. 


Article*. 

1894. 

1896. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Timber 

Ice        

Wood-pulp,  dry 

„         wet          •  • 

Quartz 

Apatite 

Tons. 

36,892 

6,684 

778 

498 

660 

*         80 

£ 

68,038 

897 

2,467 

1,469 

168 

108 

Tons. 
38,248 

8,640 
976 
768 
898 

£ 
64,991 
448 

6,904 

1,897 

848 

Total     .. 

44,827 

68,122 

44,418              62,986 

Rbtubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Bisor  during  the 
Years  1894-95. 


Articles. 

1894. 

1896. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Coala 

Tona.# 
8,116 

£ 
1,068 

Tons.* 
921 

£ 
467 

Total     .. 

2,116 

1,068 

921 

467 

•DM. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


CHRIStlANU. 


83 


Table  showing  Total  Value  of  ail  Articles  Exported  from  and 
Imported  to  Risor  from  and  to  Foreign  Countries  during  the 
Years  1895-94. 


Country. 


England 
France  .. 
Belgium 
Holland.. 
Denmark 
Germany 
Sweden . . 
Ruaiia  .. 

Total 


Exports. 


1895. 

£ 

47,548 

7,121 

7,624 

896 

48 

194 

159 


82,985 


1804. 


£ 

88,447 

2,725 

16,094 

80 

225 


58,122 


Imports. 


1895. 


£ 
467 


467 


1891. 


£ 
741 


741 


Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Risor  during  the 
Year  1895. 


EmuD. 


8affln*. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Too*. 

f    22,828 
{         219 
{        10S 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

Komber 
of  Vowels. 

T«mt. 

Norwegian 

8wedi*h      ... 
Danish 

|      112 
112 

— :: — 

8,698 
809 

~ 

26,424 
108 

Total       „       ... 

29,148 

8,907 

~ 

27,085 

CLaaann. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Ve—eli. 

Tone. 

Number  of 
Veatela. 

Tone. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Norwegian 

Swedish      ...       _ 
Danish 

}- 

f  89,600 
<        162 
I        298 

:;; 

18,688 
206 

• 

68,288 
868 
298 

Total      .-       ... 

184 

40,060 

... 

18,841 

... 

68,901 

Stavanger  (Vice-Consul  Berentsen). 

Trade  was  very  unsatisfactory  in  almost  all  branches.  Business  Trade, 
men,  however,  seem  more  enterprising,  and  are  erecting  various 
manufactories  instead  of  remaining  dependent  on  the  shipping 
trade. 

Banks  have  had  plenty  of  unemployed  capital.    Bank  discount  Money 
has  varied  between  4  J  and  3  J  per  cent.    Interest  on  bank  deposits  d5aco*n*' 
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Preserved 
meat  and  fish. 


Mechanical 
works. 


Woollen 
manufacture. 


Farming. 

Manure. 
Soap. 


Cotton 
manufactory. 


Rubber  goods. 
Machinery. 


Infusorial  \ 
earth. 

Sales  of 
waterfall 


has  been  3  per  cent  Mortgage  loans  on  houses  can  he  obtained 
from  private  hands  at  from  4  to  4J  per  cent 

Two  more  manufactories  in  this  branch  have  been  erected, 
one  by  Mr.  C.  H.  0.  Moller,  the  other  by  Messrs.  Nielsen  and 
BraadlancL  They  will  be  opened  early  in  1896  and  then 
registered.  The  oldest  linn  in  this  branch,  the  "Stavanger 
Preserving  Company,"  has  extended  its  manufacture  in  preserved 
fish  by  buying  a  large  property  at  Vardo,  where  there  is  a  splendid 
market  for  purchasing  fresh  fish  at  cheap  prices.  This  trade  is 
now  almost  a  speciality  of  Stavanger,  where  it  has  developed 
considerably,  and  the  sale  especially  to  foreign  countries  is  still 
growing. 

The  "Stavanger  Mekaniske  Voerksted's "  Mechanical  Works 
and  Foundry  have  been  sold  at  a  cheap  price  to  a  new  joint  stock 
company,  registered  as  "Rosenberg's  Mekaniske  Vcerksted."  It 
will  no  doubt  be  a  profitable  business  under  the  new  management. 

The  public  have  been  invited  to  take  shares  in  two  competing 
woollen  goods  manufactories,  one  at  and  the  other  near  Thime 
Railway  Station.  Both  will  probably  be  completed  in  1896.  The 
former  will  use  steam-power,  the  latter  water-power. 

At  Sannces,  about  8  English  miles  from  here,  an  attempt  has 
been  made  to  start  a  manufactory  for  worsted  yarns  ("  Kamgarns- 
fabrik  ")  which  are  now  used  at  all  the  woollen  goods  manufactories 
in  Norway.  Experts  think  the  business  will  be  profitable,  being 
the  only  manufactory  of  this  kind  in  Norway.  But  if  erected  at 
Stavanger  it  would  save  the  expense  of  the  transport  of. raw 
materials  and  manufactures  to  and  from  Sannoes. 

Farmers  intend  to  export  pork  on  a  large  scale,  and  for  that 
purpose  are  trying  to  collect  the  necessary  funds  for  a  large  joint 
stock  company. 

At  Kopervik  on  the  Karmo  a  manufactory  of  artificial  manure 
prepared  from  various  fish  has  been  started. 

A  Mr.  Bickemo  has  commenced  a  soap  manufactory  here. 
Besides  others  already  existing  here,  another  factory,  chiefly  for 
finer  soaps,  has  been  started  by  Mr.  Ole  Svendsen  at  Sannoes. 

A  manufactory  has  been  established  for  table  cloths,  napkins, 
and  other  flax  and  cotton  goods.  The  firm  will  be  called 
"Stavanger  Iin  og  Bomuldsvarefabrik."  Steam-power  will  be 
used. 

A  manufactory  for  goloshes  and  other  indiarubber  goods  will 
be  tried  at  Stavanger. 

As  far  as  known  most  of  the  necessary  machinery  for  the 
different  industrial  works  comes  from  firms  in  the  south  of 
Germany.  These  firms  have  technical  agents  here,  professional 
men  who  travel  round  the  country,  encouraging  every  proposal 
of  industrial  works  by  taking  shares  in  the  enterprise  against  the 
delivery  of  the  machinery. 

Further  beds  of  infusorial  earth  have  been  found,  and  are  now 
bought  by  men  from  Stavanger.  Both  the  companies  owning 
infusorial  earth  grounds  try  to  sell  their  rights  to  foreign  countries. 

Large  sales  of  waterfalls  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  power  for 
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technical  and  industrial  works  are  expected  next  year.    Engineers 
hare  been  measuring  all  the  fidts  in  this  neighbourhood. 

This  has  been  very  bad.    Several  ships,  however,  have  been  Shipping, 
bought. 

The  steamship  "  Ena,"  of  Liverpool,  with  a  cargo  of  iron,  ran 
ashore  in  a  fog  at  Hodne  on  the  coast  of  Jaedderen,  owing  to 
the  compasses  refusing  to  work  properly,  but  the  Danish  Salvage 
Company  "Switzens"  took  her  oft  Omission  to  use  the  lead  Use  of  the 
has  been  the  cause  of  many  wrecks  and  losses  especially  on  the lead- 
coast  of  Jeedderen.  Hence,  several  of  our  mutual  insurance 
companies  have  warned  their  members  and  captains  to  use  the 
lead  as  often  as  possible,  especially  in  a  fog. 

One  per  cent  of  the  customs  duties  has  to  be  paid  to  the  har-  Coitomt 
bour  funds.  dut,ei' 

Ships  of  more  than  80  tons  loading  or  discharging  goods  for 
or  from  foreign  countries  pay  6  ore  for  each  register  ton  used, 
according  to  specifications  from  the  custom-house.  If  discharging 
or  loading  goods  to  or  from  other  places  in  Norway,  only  3  ore 
per  register  ton  is  asked.  All  yachts  or  steamers  with  paying 
passengers  on  board  or  otherwise  hired  pay  10  ore  per  register  ton. 

Concerning  British  ships  under  the  Norwegian  flag  one  news-  Comments  of 
paper  writes  as  follow3 ;—  ^o™*1*11 

".  .  .  .  There  are  many  ships  here,  registered  as  Norwegian  BdtiahsMpt, 
property,  but.  not  a  single  ton  belongs  to  Norway.    The  laws  are  under 
eluded  in  different  manners.    Even  old  ships  are  bought  which  ?^irogian 
the  Board  of  Trade  refuses  to  take  under  the  British  flag.    These  ^' 
ships  are  repaired,  classed  in  the  Norwegian  Veritas,  thrown  into 
the  markets,  and  compete  with  our  own  ships.    Several  thousands 
of  tons  would  never  come  into  the  market  if  Norway  put  a  stop 
to  this  disorder,  which,  if  continued  in  the  same  way,  will  spoil 
the  market  for  the  real  Norwegian  ships.     Many  of  those  English 
owners  have  good  connections,  get  quick  despatch.     They  spoil 
the  market  by  fixing  the  first  freights  at  low  rates,  and  thereby 
fix  the  rates  for  the  season ;  they  pay  also  smaller  wages  than 
usual.     Many  of  these  ships  are  'floating  coffins/  which  have 
done  a  great  deal  of  harm  by  reducing  the  good  reputation  of  the 
Norwegian  ships  at  the  insurances ;  it  is  now  very  difficult  to  get 
insured  goods  in  our  ships  at  moderate  premiums.     It  must  be 
changed,  as  this  disorder  is  a  shame  to  Norway  .  .  .  ." 

A  proposal  of  a  bill  respecting   duty  on  ships  built  in  or  Doty  on 
brought  from  foreign  countries  was  placed  before  the  corporations  foreign  boil t 
here  (chambers  of  commerce,  merchant  club,  &c.)  for  their  opinion,  *hlV*' 
but  they  were  all  against  imposing  any  duty  at  all. 

With  regard  to  the  discharge  of  coals,  it  must  be  considered  Discharge 
a  "custom  of  the  port"  that  the  ship  is  bound  to  have  a  high  of  coa,i- 
hoist  (heave)  up  to  about  the  third  store  of  the  wooden  warehouses 
and  a  high  platform  on  the  coal  wharves. 

If  bound  to  discharge  at  Sannces,  about  8  English  miles  from  "Icc  danne." 
here,  it  is  necessary  in  the  winter  time  to  have  the  usual  "  ice- 
clause/1  as  the  harbour  of  this  small  town  is  very  often  frozen  up. 

The  following  rules  concerning  the  use  of  fire  and  lights  in  the  Harbour  rales 
harbour  of  Stavanger  now  exist : — 
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for  fire  and  "  1.  Steamers  lying  in  the  harbour  or  at  the  quays,  the  wharves, 

lights.  or  the  store-houses  are  at  liberty  at  any  time  to  have  fires  under 

For  steamers.  ^e  engineS)  jn  the  cook-room,  or  in  the  other  fire-places,  but  only 

coals  or  coke  must  be  used,  and  no  sprucewood,  for  lighting  the 

fires.      Spark  catchers  must  be  put  on,  if  commanded  by  the 

harbour  master. 

For  other  «  2.  Other  ships  shall  be  allowed  from  5  o'clock  in  the  morning 

***  to  10  o'clock  in  the  evening  to  have  fires  in  the  fire-places. 

"(a.)  The  chimneys,  the  stoves,  the  kitcheners,  and  all  the 
tubes  must  be  of  iron  or  another  metal.  If  the  distance  between 
the  fire  or  the  tube  and  the  wood-work  is  less  than  31  centims. 
the  wood  must  be  safely  fireproofod,  and  the  distanoe  between  the 
fire  or  the  tube  and  the  fireproofing  materials  protecting  the  wood 
must  not  be  less  than  5  centims.  Where  the  tubes  are  put 
through  the  deck  or  the  roof  their  distance  from  the  woodwork 
must  be  at  least  5*5  centims.,  and  the  wood  in  the  hole  be  fire- 
proofed  by  copper  together  with  a  covering  of  asbestos  between 
the  copper  and  the  wood,  so  that  the  distanoe  between  the  tube 
and  the  copper  niust  be  5  centims.  Under  and  in  front  of  the 
fire-place  the  floor  for  a  breadth  of  31  centims.  must  be  covered 
with  fireproofing  materials. 

"  (6.)  All  stoves  or  kitcheners  on  deck  must  be  in  a  house. 

"(c.)  The  tubes  to  be  cleaned  everyday,  and  the  ashes  and 
soot  to  be  put  in  the  water. 

"  (d.)  Only  coals  or  coke  must  be  used,  and  no  sprucewood, 
for  lighting  the  fires. 

u(e.)  As  long  as  there  is  fire  in  the  fire-places,  stoves,  or 
kitcheners,  there  must  always  be  somebody  on  board. 
For  all  ships.  « &  in  steam  or  sailing  ships  it  is  allowed  in  the  cabins  to 
use  open  lights  at  any  time  as  long  as  there  is  somebody  in  the 
rooms  where  the  lights  are  burning ;  and  lights  and  lamps  in  the 
lanterns  as  long  as  there  i&  somebody  on  watch.  On  deck  and  in 
the  hold  all  lights  must  be  in  lanterns  and  only  used  when  watch 
is  kept. 

"  4.  If  the  harbour  master,  or  his  assistants,  find  that  there  is 
any  special  danger  involved  by  having  lights  or  fires  on  board 
(e.g.,  for  the  sake  of  the  cargo  or  the  weather)  they  can  forbid 
them  altogether." 
Sheep.  Xhe  total  export  of  sheep  and  lambs  from  these  parts  to  Scot- 

land has  been  14,500,  and  to  England  about  1,000.  The  average 
price  of  these  sheep  and  lambs,  f.ab.  here,  has  been  between  19*. 
and  20*. 

A  few  hundred  rams  had  been  fed  this  season  on  turnip, 
oilcake,  oats,  &c.,  so  as  to  be  fit  for  killing  on  arrival  across.  The 
Norwegian  Government  has  encouraged  this  experiment,  and  the 
result  has  been  satisfactory. 

The  rumour  of  possible  restrictions  on  the  side  of  the  British 
Government  on  the  importation  of  live  sheep  into  the  United 
Kingdom  has  caused  depression  here.  No  infectious  diseases 
are  prevalent  among  sheep  or  cattle  in  this  district.  Foot-rot 
occurred  amongst  some  rams  imported  from  Scotland,  while  at  the 
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quarantine  station,  where  they  were  kept  until  they  were  all  well 
again. 

The  stock-breeding  establishment,  whose  stock  is  the  genuine 
Cheviot  breed,  sold  at  a  public  auction  here  8  rams  (average  price 
about  21. 17s.),  41  ewes  (average  price  about  11.  5&),  67  he  lambs 
(average  price  about  1L  9s.),  33  ewe  lambs  (average  price  about 
16a.).  The  establishment,  which  is  subsidised  by  the  State,  has 
similar  auctions  onoe  every  year,  and  hopes  by  giving  farmers 
this  opportunity  of  buying  cheap,  genuine  breeding  animals  to  be 
able  to  improve  the  breed,  and  make  the  sheep  more  and  more  fit 
for  the  foreign  markets.     So  far  it  has  succeeded. 

The  Department  of   the  Interior,    Ottawa,  sent  this  Vice-  Information 
Consulate  several  pamphlets  and  handbooks  about  all  matters a  *' 

concerning  the  Dominion  of  Canada  in  order  that  the  Vice-Consul 
should  be  able  to  reply  to  enquiries  from  the  public  about  the 
country,  but  not  a  single  one  has  applied  at  the  Vice-Consulate 
for  information,  although  I  got  the  newspapers  to  publish  a  notice 
about  it.  I  beg  to  propose  as  the  best  thing  the  Department 
could  do,  in  my  opinion,  that  all  the  books  and  pamphlets  may 
be  translated  into  the  Norwegian  language,  and  copies  sent  to  each 
free  or  public  library  in  Norway. 

About  3,000  tourists  are  supposed  to  have  travelled  through  Tourist*, 
the  magnificent  Bratlandsdal  to  Eoldal  from  Stavanger.      This 
trip  is  considered  one  of  the  finest  and  grandest  in  Norway. 

Note. — Since  the  commencement  of  1896,  the  Vice-Consul 
has  notified  the  opening  of  the  steam  woollen  manufactory  at 
Thime,  under  the  name  of  "  Jsedderens  Uldvarefabriker,"  and  of 
the  manufactory  for  worsted  yarns  at  Sannoes,  as  well  as  the 
starting  of  a  factory  for  tin-plates,  boxes,  and  other  tin  goods  at 
Stavanger. 
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Bettjbn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  at  Stavanger  during 
the  Years  1895-93. 


Articles. 


Quantity. 


1895. 


Tons. 

Coal       42,210^ 

Suit        <  4,935* 

Rico 130 

Wheat ■.         . . ' 

Maize 

Byo        5,782* 

Barley 4,263* 

Peas 158 

Flour  of  wheat . .       •  . .         . .  1,805 

„       rye j  158 

Coffee '      ..•  841 

Tea        I  2} 

Sngar \  302 

Molasses           !  720} 

Tobacco i  35 

Oil          !  510 

8pirita |  24 

Wine ..|  48* 

Hope ]  2* 

Cotton 3 

Hemp,  flax ,  and  jute  . .         . . !  122k 

Thread '  10* 

Manufactories— 

Silk U 

Woollens       i  77* 

Cottons         |  86* 

Hemp,  flax,  and  jute          . .  >  79* 

Leather ..j  17 

Crockery          19* 

Petroleum         432* 

Wool 74* 

Hardware         25 


1894. 


1893. 


Tons. 

Tons. 

48,8064 

36,879* 

12,282 

11,759 

123* 

188 

•• 

4,024 

1.960 

5,190 

3,951 

95 

46 

1,616 

1,307 

90 

41 

819* 

390 

2* 

3 

242 

202 

640* 

392 

30* 

86 

463 

356 

26* 

18 

81 

32 

8| 

4 

3 

2 

67 

74 

a* 

9 

l 

1 

40* 

48 

65 

69 

92 

51 

4 

0-542 

1«* 

15 

254 

121 

81 

48* 

19* 

13 
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Rbttjkn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Stavanger 
during  the  Years  1895-93. 


Articles. 


Spring  herrings,  cored 
Pat  herrings,  cored 
Iceland  herrings,  cored 
Sprat*,  eared 
Spring  herrings,  in  ice 

or  boracic  acid 
Sprats,  slightly  cored 
Herrings,  smoked 
Fifth  oil.. 
Anchovies 
Mackerel,  cored 
„         fresh 
Fresh  6sh  in  ice 
Salted  fish 
Salmon  •• 
Codfish,  dried  .. 
Lobsters  •  • 

Sheep 
Cattle    .. 
Ponies  .. 
Artificial  manore 
Oid  metal 

Preserved  meat  and  fish 
Kelp     .. 
Hides    .. 
Butler,  natural. . 

„      margarine 
Hope,  new 

„    old 
Game 

Manofaetares  in  wool 
Wool     .. 
Infusorial  earth 
Marble,  in  blocks  and 

crashed 
Cheese  .. 


J 


Tons 


Quantity. 


W9 

Number 


Tons 


1895. 

1894. 

I 

1898. 

666 

262 

795 

1,866 

2,442 

2,763 

8,697 

1,294 

1,046 

614 

284 

480 

145 

78 

102* 

102 

847 

76 

182 

277 

69* 

78 

167 

1,952* 

1,688 

1654 

302* 

629 

849* 

1          189 

5 

86 

52 

46 

59 

18* 

18 

10 

109 

68 

80 

90 

28* 

79 

211,508 

244,728 

200,947 

18,826 

8,245 

5,970 

15 

. . 

5 

51 

98 

97 

826 

1,086 

567 

117 

181* 

186 

757 

452 

423 

1,061 

1,056 

1,045 

26* 

87 

63 

194* 

84* 

21 

40* 

45 

25 

18 
24 

26     1 
22*  J 

40 

5* 

9 

*  6 

0-789 

8* 

5 

8* 

9 

6 

91 

846* 

40* 

778 

968 

1,778 

11 

8* 

8 

Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Stavanger  during  the  Year 

1895. 


Emibbjd— Saiuho  Ships. 

Nationality. 

Number  of  Ships. 

Tonnage. 

In  Ballast. 

With  Cargo. 

Total. 

In  Ballast. 

With  Cargo. 

Total. 

British       

KonregUa ... 
Swedish      ... 

German     

Dutch         

y 

102 
6 

2 

120 
6 
1 
2 

4/m 

14,668 
77 
161 
176 

18,8*6 
77 
161 
176 

Total       

18                  111 

129 

4,277 

16,072 

19,349 
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Nationality. 

Number  of  Ships. 

Tonnage. 

In  Ballast.    With  Cargo. 

Total. 

In  Ballast. 

j  With  Cargo; 

j       32,040 
1*8,106 
1       13,217 
1       12,262 
3.676 
1       19,397 

Total. 

British       

Norwegian.., 

Swedish      

Danish 
German 
Dutch         

2                  60 

26                 264 

1                   66 

1              8 
'            40 

62 
289 
66 
32 
8 
40 

1.464 

6,641 

218 

181 

33,494 
134,646 
18,436 
12,383 
3,576 
19,397 

Total       

29                  448 

«n 

8,344 

208,687 

216,931 

Cuakkd—  Saiumo  Sam. 


Nationality. 

Number  of  Ships.                  j                       Tonnage. 

In  Ballast. 

With  Cargo. 

Total.      1  In  Ballast. 

With  Cargo.;      Total. 

Norwegian 

Swedish     ... 

Danish       

German      

43 

"l 
44 

46 
6 
1 

88 
G 
I 

1 

13,723 
"l6l 

3,683      i       1V*6 

116                 116 

1C8                  108 

161 

Total       

62 

96 

13,884 

8,867             17,741 

Cleaeo— Stkamsbiw. 


Nationality. 

Number  of  Ships. 

Tonnage. 

In  Ballast. 

With  Cargo. 

Total. 

In  Ballast. 
12^*626 

WithCtrgoJ      Total. 

British       

Norwegian 

Swedish      .M 

Danish 

Dutch         

"32 

61 
198 
66 
33 
89 

61 
230 
'66 
83 
39 

42,282      j       42,282 
90,768       .     103,394 
13,149             11,149 
12,604              12,604 
19,269      |       19,269 

Total       

82 

377 

409 

12,626 

178,062      j     190,688 

Trade. 


Cod  fisheries. 

Herring 

fUherie*. 

Harvest. 


British  trade. 


Trondhjem  (Vice-Consul  Kjeldsberg). 

Trade  seemed  to  show  signs  of  revival,  but  little  material  im- 
provement can  be  noted. 

Cod  fisheries  were  satisfactory,  while  the  enormous  yield  of  the 
herring  fisheries  all  along  the  coast  caused  such  extremely  low 
prices  that  the  profit  thereon  could  only  be  very  small. 

The  hopes  of  a  rich  harvest,  which  the  unusually  early  spring 
and  tine  summer  gave  rise  to,  were  disappointed  owing  to  the  very 
wet  and  unseasonable  weather  which  set  in  at  harvest  time  and 
caused  a  very  material  reduction  both  in  quantity  and  quality  of 
corn  and  potatoes.  It  is  even  feared  that  in  some  places  potatoes 
will  have  to  be  imported  for  seed.  Of  hay,  however,  the  harvest 
was  good  both  in  quantity  and  quality,  and  there  is  a  good  surplus 
for  exportation. 

The  trade  with  Great  Britain  was  fully  maintained  in  the 
usual  way. 
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Eighty-two  British  vessels,  totalling  59,247  tons,  all  steamers  shipping, 
but  one,  entered  this  port,  against  74  vessels,  of  53,223  tons,  in 
1894. 

Some  British  capital  has  lately  been  invested  in  this  business.  Mii.ing. 
The  Killingdal's  mines  in  Aalen  (a  district  between  here  and 
Koraas)  have  been  taken  on  a  49  years'  lease  by  the  "  Bede  Metal 
Chemical  Company,  Limited."  The  final  arrangement,  however, 
is  depending  on  the  result  of  a  temporary  working  of  the  mines 
which  is  now  going  on,  and  if  this  result  proves  satisfactory,  which 
it  promises  to  do,  there  will  probably  be  a  considerable  exportation 
of  their  produce,  sulphur  ore. 

Another  mine,  the  "  Lokkens  Grube,"  in  Meldalen,  has  been 
bought  by  a  firm  in  Leith,  it  is  supposed  with  the  view  of  extend- 
ing an  old  concern  belonging  to  an  English  company,  the 
"  Orkedal's  Mining  Company."  The  produce  of  this  mine  is 
copper  ore  and  pyrites. 

The  bank  rate  of  discount  was  reduced  early  in  the  autumn  Bank  rate, 
from  4  to  3J  per  cent. 
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Tramsd  (Vice-Consul  Giaever). 


Trade  for  last  year  shows  an  increase  in  imports  but  a  decrease  Tnde. 
in  exports,  owing  to  low  prices  on  the  principal  articles  and  rather 
bad  fisheries. 

In  Lofoten  these  were  satisfactory,  although  the  catch  was  Fisheries, 
meagre,  but  at  Seujen,  Finmarken,  and  outside  this  port  very  bad. 
The  summer  fisheries  were  rather  under  the  average,  but  prices 
gave  better  profit  in  the  barter  for  Russian  products  than  in 
former  years.  The  Swedish  market  kept  low  prices  during  the 
whole  season.  The  herring  fishery  was  considerably  better, 
particularly  for  the  peasants  of  the  district. 

The  result  was  fairly  good,  owing  to  the  rise  in  prices  for  the  Sealing, 
different  kinds  of  skins;  the  oil  fetched  low  prices.    The  fleet 
contains  about  27  vessels. 

This  was  very  poor  for  the  district  with  regard  to  catch.    Also  whaling, 
low  prices  were  obtained  for  oil,  guano  and  finners.    The  catch  of 
the  two  companies  in  my  district  was  about  100  whales.    The 
total  catch  of  whales  in  the  north  of  Norway  was  about  732. 

Hay  harvest  was  very  satisfactory.    The  potato  crop  was  small  Harrest. 
and  of  inferior  quality. 

The  total  number  of  vessels  which  entered  this  port  in  1895  Shipping, 
was  147. 

The  total  number  of  vessels  cleared  was  149.  Exports. 

About  the  same  number  of  yachts  as  in  1894,  and  a  great  Yachts, 
number  of  tourists  of  different  nationalities  visited  the  district 

The  bank  rate  was  about  3£  per  cent  Discount  rate. 

Retubn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Tromso  during  the  Year 

1895. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vewele. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Veeeels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vemete. 

Tons, 

British       ...       _ 

Norwegian 

German     ... 

Buasian      

Swedish     

Dutch 

"is 

2 

4*044 
ft* 

16 
66 

"*2 

10,668 

29,078 
638 

M20 

16 
91 

1 

85 

.    2 

2 

10,668 

83,817 

688 

4,044 

688 

1,820 

Total      ...       ... 

n 

9,171      I           74 

41,699 

147 

61,070 
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NOBWAY. 

ClMAMMD, 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

16 

57 

1 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tona, 

British        

Norwegian  .M 
Qerman     .- 

Hus»tan      

Swedish      

Datoh 

... 
86 

Urn 

4^044 
588 

10,668 

27,758 

688 

1,830 

* 

16 
98 

80 

10,668 

82,494 

688 

4,044 

588 

1,820 

Total       

73 

9,871      •           76 

40,876 

•4t 

49,747 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Tromso  during  the 

Years  1894-95. 


• 

Articles. 

1894.                                      1895. 

Quantity. 

Value.      [    Quantity. 

Value. 

Bye  and  wheat  floor    . . 
Oats  and  oatmeal 
Petroleum 

Salt       

Coals  and  coke. . 
Beef,  salted 

Spirits 

Wines    •• 
Butter  .. 

Timber 

Birch-bark       .. 

Sugar 

Frnits  (oranges,  apples, 

pears) 
Woollen,    cotton,    and 

linen  goods 

Malt 

Iron  goods 
Other  articles  .. 

Tons. 
580*5 
243*5 
88 
888-1 
27,872 
85 
12 
9*5 
06*5 
468 
166*5 
76 

5 

20*5 
76 

•  • 

•  • 

£         1 
3,227      | 
3,817      ; 

182 

2,915 

21,880 

762 

828 

524 

918 

793 
1,889 
1,690 

112 

3,698 
1,904 

•  • 

Tons. 
726-0 
160*0 
15 
2,796 
37,445 
82 
10 
7-1 
19*7 
613 
177 
70*0 

4*5 

18*8 
75 

£ 

4,888 

1,781 

82 

8,075 

29,956 

047 

700 

894 

767 

1,050 

1,475 

1,509 

102 

8,518 
1,874 
1,111 
2,808 
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EEfuRN  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Tromso  during  the 
Years  1894-95. 


1894. 

1895. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Oil,  fi«h 

1,601 

27,282 

822-3 

24,341 

„    whale  and  seal     . . 

740 

11,110 

438*4 

7.80.1 

Stock-fish 

940  5 

18,816 

781 

8,893 

Splitted  coda    . . 

159  5 

2,834 

82-8 

1,885 

„       aey  (coals)     . . 

947*5 

11,581 

639-3 

7,284 

Herrings 

546 

1,911 

S80-6 

3,312 

Pickled  cods 

1,587 

7,956 

1,468  -1 

4  894 

Guano 

786 

4,355 

299  3 

'   1.408 

Walrus  and  sealskins  . . 

62 

1,378 

137 

*,r»68 

Whale-finners  .« 

11-5 

1,417 

5-5 

333 

Stearine 

29 

381 

41-4 

552 

Eiderdowns 

010 

15 

0  10 

15 

Other  articles  .. 

•• 

•• 

•• 

878 

Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from  and 
Imported  at  Tromso  during  the  Years  1894-95. 


Imports 

1 

Exports. 

Country. 



• 





1891.        | 

1895.       | 

1804. 

1895. 

£          1 

£    "      '' 

£ 

£ 

Great  Britain  .. 

22,111       | 

81,512 

6,229 

10,780 

Sweden 

1 

•"           i 

6,072 

5,677 

Germany 

7,222      J 

10,592      ! 

35,695 

24,988 

Italy,  Spain,  Austria  . . 

2,318 

8,286       1 

6,972 

7,921 

Russia 

10,623       ! 

9,825 

9,527 

9,682 

Holland 

472 

•• 

8,815 

2,551 

Denmark 

1,904       1 

825 

111 

America 

7,245 

2,344 

Other  countries 

1,350 

677      1 

8,415 

920 

Tunsberg  (Consular  Agent  Monson). 

One  British  vessel,  the  ss.  "  Tolite,"  brought  a  cargo  of  coals.      British 
British  shipping  freights  have  been  lower  than  ever,  and  it  is  shipping, 
only   the   new  and   profitable  steamers  which  have  given  some  ****«**•» 
benefit  to  the  owners.    Old  sailing  ships  and  old-fashioned  steamers 
are  of  nominal  value,  and  can  hardly  get  any  freights  as  the 
merchants  have  to  pay  too  high  premiums  on  their  cargoes.    The 
tonnage  of  this  port  has  been  increased  with  6  steamers  loading 
about  13,600  tons  D.w.,  and  4  sailing  ships  of  about  2,188  tons 
register. 

Fifty-nine  vessels  have  arrived  from  Great  Britain  :  45  of  these  Import 
brought  cargoes  of  coal,  1  salt,  and  13  other  goods. 

(2252)  Q 
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Export. 
Sealing. 


Whaling. 


Herring* 

Trade. 

Gothenburg 
ijttem. 


Pnblie  health. 
Sailor*!  wages, 
lee  blockage. 


Sixteen  Norwegian  vessels  cleared  for  Great  Britain  with 
wood,  and  8  with  other  articles. 

Seventeen  steamers,  of  4,128  tons  register,  with  839  hands, 
secured  46,393  seals  of  different  kinds,  giving  about  865  tons  of 
oil,  and  275  bottlenose  whales,  and  39  Polar  bears. 

No  ships  were  lost  last  year.  All  the  ships  boiled  the  blubber 
at  the  refineries  near  here. 

The  price  of  seal  oil  was  36  marks  per  100  kilos.,  delivered  at 
Hamburg,  or  about  18/.  per  ton  delivered  at  Glasgow. 

The  catch  of  seals  included  20,230  white  coats,  5,629  saddlers, 
and  20,525  hooded  seals.  The  skins  fetched  a  high  price, 
especially  the  white  coats,  which  were  used  for  trimmings. 

One  steamer  was  engaged  by  the  Danish  Government  to  bring 
provisions  and  passengers  to  a  settlement  at  Angmalasalik  on  the 
east  coast  of  Greenland.  The  steamer  left  Copenhagen  during  the 
first  days  of  August  and  encountered  no  hindrance  from  ice.  The 
steamer  went  northward  oh  the  return  passage  as  far  as  Jan  Mayn 
to  see  if  there  were  seals  or  whales,  but  they  did  not  discover  any. 

Twenty-nine  steamers  were  fishing  on  the  whale  grounds  of 
Finmarken.  They  secured  732  whales  which  gave  about  2,500  tons 
of  oiL  The  price  has  been  about  16/.  per  ton  for  oil,  4/.  15*.  per 
ton  guano,  and  50/.  to  80/.  per  ton  for  whalebones.  63  vessels,  of 
which  8  were  steamers,  of  6,012  tons,  with  947  hands  on  board, 
secured  2,391  bottlenose  whales,  giving  about  2,100  tons  of  oiL 
The  price  has  been  about  18/.  to  19/.  per  ton. 

The  man-of-war  steamer  "  Heindal w  was  stationed  a  fortnight 
in  May  on  latitude  67$  N.,  and  between  longitude  10  and  12  E. 
of  Greenwich,  bringing  and  fetching  mails,  and  giving  medical 
assistance  to  the  crews  of  the  whaling  ships.  Sixteen  steamers 
caught  768  whales  off  Iceland,  giving  about  3,000  tons  of  oil,  and 
one  steamer  caught  266  whales  off  the  Far#  Islands,  giving  about 
125  tons  of  oil. 

This  fishing  in  the  Skagerack  was  quite  a  failure.  One  whale 
was  caught  off  the  mouth  of  Christiania  fiord. 

Trade  is  very  dull,  and  there  has  been  no  life  in  business.  The 
taxes  are  increasing. 

According  to  the  new  law  concerning  the  sale  of  spirits,  it  was 
put  to  the  vote  whether  these  should  be  sold  or  not  in  the  follow- 
ing 5  years.  Every  man  and  woman  over  25  years  of  age  had  the 
right  to  vote.  The  result  was  that  the  "  Samlag  for  the  sale  of 
spirits  at  Tonsberg  "  was  abolished  for  5  years,  during  which  it 
will  be  impossible  to  buy  brandy  here. 

Public  health  has  been  very  good  during  1895. 

These  have  been  from  2/.  5*.  to  2/.  10*.  per  month. 

The  western  passage  was  blocked  by  ice  just  before  Christmas, 
but  the  eastern  passage  is  open  from  the  canal 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Tonsberg  during  the 

Years  1895-94 


Article* 

1895. 

1894. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Bottlenosc  oil  .. 

Seal  oil 

While  oil 

Finnen 

Sealskins 

Pit-props  and  lumber . . 

Empty  barrels  .  • 

Guano  

Herrings         •  •        •  • 
Other  articles  .. 

Tons. 
786 
880 
784 
8 
105 

2,600 

"98 
*420 

£ 

18,948 

6,840 

11,010 

180 

6,300 

5,200 

750 

882 

2,000 

Tons. 

862 

447 

661 
4*4 

139 
2,400 

-121 

91 

418 

£ 
15,336 

8,046 

11,067 

862 

6,950 

4,400 
719 
726 
910 

1,652 

Total     .. 

5,126 

46,610 

6,118*4 

50,158 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Tonsberg  during 
the  Years  1895-94. 


Articles. 


Coal  and  coke 
Salt  .. 
Barley  .. 
Guano  . • 
Whale  oil 
Hemp  •  • 
Pinners.. 
Petroleum 
Other  articles 

Total 


1896. 


Quantity. 


Tons. 

8,100 

180 

246 

87 
254 
206 

25 
186 

60 

9,834 


Value. 

£ 
4,050 

135 
1,722 

848 
3,810 
6,592 
1,500 
1,109 

250 


1894 


Quantity. 


1?,616 


Tons. 
7,905 
261 
221 
127^2 
270 
165 

28 
284 

88 


Valid. 


£ 
5,926 

196 
1,546 

762 
4,641 
4,950 
2,240 
1,404 

152 


9,249-2,       21,818 
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Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from  Tons- 
berg    and    Imported    to    Tonsberg    from   and    to    Foreign 


Countries  during  the  Years  1895-94. 


Country. 


Britain,. 
Denmark 
RuAgia  .. 
Sweden . . 
Germany 
America 
Iceland .  • 


•CoUl 


Exports. 


Imports. 


46,610 


1895. 

1894. 

1895. 

1S94. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

4i,816 

45,518 

5,394 

6,122 

83 

122 

1,722 

1,547 

## 

6,592 

4,950 

1,666 

1,522 

260 

210 

2,290 

2,277 

. . 

.. 

.. 

. . 

1,316 

750 

719 

5,648 

7,648 

60,158 


19,616 


21,818 


nrr 


Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Tonsberg  in  the 
Year  1895. 


Eirrm*£D. 


Sailing. 

Steam.                               Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

23,609*68 
136*57 
216*81 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Ton.          Number  oi. 
Ton*.      ,     Vwgd$ 

Tons. 

British 
Norwegian  ... 

Swedish      

Danish       

Qennaa      

11 
4 

101 

1 
10 

1 
1 

196-38                 1 

2,368*90                96 

197  *35                 12 

239*79                  5 

.1. 

2,997*4 1              Hi 

196*38 

26,873*58 
333  92 
456*60 

Total 

23,863*06 

13 

26,8  0*48 

C&BARKD. 


Sailing.               '                Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality.        | 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

8,642*29 
60*62 
180*22 

'- 

Number  of         «.    . 
Vessels.          Ton8* 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British        

Norweglnn 1         SO 

Swedish      i           5 

Danish       j           2 

German      

i 
54             25,509*80 

:::    ,     .:: 

84 
6 
2 

34,15*  *u9 
60*62 
180*22 

Total          ...1         37 

1 

8,883*13 

54          1   25,509*80 

1 

91 

34,392*93 
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Vardd  (Vice-Consul  Holmboe). 

Nine  more  vessels  called  here  this  year  than  in  1894,  l?ut  their  Shipping, 
tonnage  was  1,183  tons  less.     The  tonnage  of  sailing  vessels  has 
considerably  diminished,  while  that  of  steamers  has  increased 
50  per  cent. 

The  value  of   export  has   diminished   considerably,   though  E*Port- 
a  good  deal  of  whale  oil  has  been  sent  to  great  Britain  from  South 
Varanger  (Jarfjord)  through  Vadso.     The  total  difference  between 
the  value  of  the  exports  in  1895  and  1894  was  37,338/: 

The  value  of  imports  was  1,2361.  more  in  1895  than  in  1894.     Import. 

The  cod  fishery  was  very  small,  but  almost  the  same  number  Fisheries, 
of  whales  were  caught  during  1895  as  in  1894. 

The  only  sealing  vessel  we  have  here  has  carried  a  full  cargo  Sealing, 
of  seals,  walruses,  and  17  polar  bears  of  which  6  were  alive.    But 
the  owner  reports  that  his  profit  was  very  small  as  prices  were 
low. 


Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Vardo  during 
the  Years  1895-94. 


1895. 

1894. 

Countries  and  Articles. 

Quantity.    I 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Take. 

Tons.       ! 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Great  Britain- 

1 

Salt    

1,096 

950 

1,900 

1,700 

Coal 

18,690 

12,000 

18,800 

12,000 

Iron-wnres    .. 

83 

900 

12 

800 

Miscellaneous 

5 

800 

4 

250 

Russia — 

Batter 

2*    . 

150 

6 

800 

Rye-flour 

2.105     / 

18,000 

2,050 

16,000 

Oat  groats 

185 

1,560 

214 

1,800 

Wheat  flour 

80 

860 

27 

400 

Salted  meat 

54 

1,080 

70 

1,400 

Salted  pork 

14 

86 

2* 

60 

Timber,  dealt,  boards, 

• 

and  wood  . .         . . 

4,000 

2,800     . 

8,000 

2,000 

Birchbark     .. 

114 

570 

160 

800 

Hemp  cordage 

10 

400 

5 

200 

Cod-liver  oil . . 

• 

#  #  • 

50f 

600f 

Miscellaneous 

20 

600 

25 

TOO 

Germany— 

, 

Sugars 

14 

870 

28 

740 

Tea  and  coflee 

1 

100 

ot 

50 

Petroleum 

88 

250 

•  • 

, , 

Cement 

8 

10 

85 

100 

Miscellaneous 

15 

700 
41,186 

10 

500 

Total      .. 

21,420 

20,898 

89,900 

*  >'ot  any  for  the  year  1895. 
f  In  transit. 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Vardo  during 
the  Years  1895-94 


!             •     1896. 

;                   1894. 

Countries 

1 

and  Articlea. 

1 

i 

I    Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

1       Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

To  Great  Britain— 

| 

Whale-bones . . 

# . 

i 

•  • 

•  • 

:      8 

18 

„     finners 

* • 

2 

80 

20 

„     oil      .. 

. . 

826 

6,100 

1         1,170 

18,600 

Guano,  made  of  whale 

meat  and  bones 

» . 

76 

460 

90 

600 

Miscellaneous 

, , 

8 

800 

7 

880 

To  Italy— 
Dried  fish     .. 

784 

16,700 

1,486 

26,000 

To  Russia— 

Dried  fish     •• 

.. 

78 

1,100 

200 

4,000 

Salted  fish    .. 

«. 

4,840 

81,710 

6,180 

26,900 

Herrings      •  • 

•• 

190 

960 

880 

1,100 

Miscellaneous 

*• 

20 

180 

80 

180 

To  Germany — 

Cod-liver  oil.. 

. . 

280 

4,400 

490 

8,600 

Guano,  made  of  whale 

meat  and  bones 

•  • 

800 

1,800 

900 

6,000 

Total     .. 

0,887 

61,710 

9,867 

89,048 

Table  showing  Total  Value  of  the  Principal  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Vardo  from  and  to  Foreign  Countries 
during  the  Years  1895-94 


Country. 

Exports. 

v 

Imports. 

1896 

1894. 

1896.       l        1894. 

Great  Britain  .. 

Italy 

Russia 

Germany         ..        •• 

£ 

6,980 
16,700 
28,880 

6,800 

61,710 

£ 

19,418 

*   86,000 

81,180 

18,600 

£ 
14,160 

86,666 
1,480 

^£ 
14>260 

24,260 
1,890 

Total     .. 

89,048 

41,186 

89,900 
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Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Vardo  during  the 
Year  1895. 


flatting. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vemels. 

tooM. 

Number  of 
Veaele. 

Tone. 

Number  of 
YeetelB. 

Tom. 

Great  Britain 
Norway*    ...     • ... 
Sweden 
Denmark  ... 
Rnaefla 
Germany   ... 
Hollaiid      ...       _ 

1 

1 

1M 

z 

il94 
240 
S28 

7,217 

4 
10 

ii 
"1 

2,865 
2,721 

M84 
111 

4 
18 
1 
1 

.  iw 

2,855 

4,917 

240 

828 

18,001 

"ill 

Total          - 

144 

9,919 

ai 

11,47* 

176 

21,4*2 

*  Mail  steamers  not  Included. 

Nora.— All  entered  remeli  hare  cleared  again. 


Vadad  (Vice-Consul  Akermand). 

The  import  was  somewhat  larger,  the  export  somewhat  less  Trade, 
than  in  1894. 

The  spring  codfishery,  which  began  very  well,  was  interrupted  PUhcriea. 
by  large  shoals  of  seals  (Jan  Mayn  seals)  which  worried  and  dis- 
persed the  fish.  These  shoals  of  seals  have  regularly  made  great 
havoc  amongst  the  fisheries  in  the  Yarangerfjord  .during  the  last 
few  years,  so  that  the  fishermen  have  sent  in  a  petition  to  the 
Government,  asking  that  something  may  be  done  to  hinder  these 
raids. 

Although  the  quantity  of  fish  caught  in  this  district  in  1895 
was  considerably  less  than  in  the  preceding  year,  the  prices  ob- 
tained were  much  better,  so  that  the  difference  in  value  was  not 
very  great 

The  state  of  health  in  this  district  was  good.  Public  health. 
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Eetubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Vadso  during  the 
Years  1895-94. 


Articles. 

1895. 

1894. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Salt       » 

Goals 

GroaU 

Bye  flour 
Wheat  flour 
Salt  meat 

Buiter 

Coffee    .. 
Sugar     .. 

Tea        

Wine 

Spirits 

Woollen  articles 

Bope 

Iron  goods 
Petroleum 
God-liver  oil     .. 
Dried  fuh 
Wood  articles 

Tons. 

770 

5,800 

68 

746 

11 

8 

2 

1 

97 

2 

2 

4 

2 

8 

400 

8,000 

£ 
700 

4,500 
504 

5,000 
200 
180 
120 
100 

2,850 
400 
120 
450 

1,800 
250 

2,000 

3,0*00 

Tonf. 

690 

6,948 

80 

820 

10 

17 

5 

1 

46 

1 

2 

5 

1 

18 

20 
87 

1,780 

£ 
650 

5,560 
648 

5,280 

200 

870 

800 

60 

1,400 
200 
120 
560 
650 
850 

s<;o 

1,087 
1,7*80 

Total 

10,416 

21,674 

10,581 

19,575 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Vadso  during  the 
Years  1895-94. 


Articles. 


1895. 


1894. 


Cod- liver  oil    . 
Dried  fish 
Salt  fish.. 
Manure . . 
Reindeer  skins . 
Herrings 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Quantity. 


Tona 

*    "! 

Tons. 

110 

2,200       1 

400 

1,188 

29,700 

2,178 

1,280 

6,950      i 

1,228 

724 

7,240 

892 

1 

80 

1 

2 

12 

27 

Total 


3,805 


46,182 


4,716 


Value. 

£ 

5,000 

80,180 

6,200 

8,900 

75 

170 

50,525 
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Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from  and 
Imported  to  Vadso  from  and  to  Foreign  Countries  during 
the  Years  1895-94. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1895. 

1894. 

1895. 

1894. 

Great  Britain  .. 

Russia 

Italy 

Germany 
Denmark 

£ 

10,442 

26,800 

2,200 

7,240 

£ 

8,945 

27,680 

5,000 

8,900 

£ 
7,000 
9,104 

5,570 

£ 
6,410 
9,665 

8,500 

Total 

46,182 

50,525 

21,674 

19,575 

Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Vadso  during  the  Year 

1895. 


Emtiud. 


Sailing 

1                Steam. 

Total 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels.    | 

Tons. 

|  Number  of 
1     Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of  1 
Vessels.    | 

Tons. 

Britith        

Norwegian ...       :.. 

Bumian      

Danish       

German     

"*6 

69        1 

4     '    ! 

i 

V04 
4,024 

887 

1 
67 
11 

... 

421 

28,856 
4,591 

::: 

i      ! 

78 

80        | 

-4   ! 

421 

30,960 

8,615 

887 

Total       

„   for  tho  year 
preceding 

79         | 

! 

7,015 

79 

i 

33,868 

158        , 

40,883 
28,948 

Clkaxxd. 


SaUing. 

Steam. 

Total.  x 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vowels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

:  :  :  :   : 

iffll 

"*6 
69 
3 

2',*i04 

4,024 

382 

1 
35 
11 

421 
16,101 
4,591 

1 

41 
80 
3 

421 

18,426 

8,<>I5 

382 

Total       

„  for  the  year 
preceding 

78 

6,510 

49 

21,113 

125 

27,814 
34,168 

(2252) 
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No.  Price. 

1797.  Bushire 2d. 

1798.  Christiania 5*d. 

1799.  Cadiz           2d. 

1800.  Meshed 2id. 

1801.  St.  Petersburg        ..         ..  did. 

1802.  Batoum Id. 

1803.  Peking        ..          ..          ..  3d. 

1804.  Samos          id. 

1805.  Dantzig 2d. 

1806.  Antwerp lid. 

1807.  Ajaccio       lid. 

1808.  Stettin         3d. 

1809.  Aleppo   Id. 

1810.  Tangier 2}d. 

1811.  Tokio          3*d. 

1812.  Madeira id. 

1813.  Vera  Cruz Id. 

1814.  Oporto        Id. 

1815.  Hamburg lid. 

1816.  New  Orleans         . .         . .  lid. 

1817.  Bengasi id. 

1818.  Marmagao id. 

1819.  Gothenburg           ..          ..  2d. 

1820.  Dar-al-Baida         ..         ..  3d. 

1821.  Erzeroum id. 

1822.  Munich 2id. 

1823.  Samoa        ..         .,         ..id. 

1824.  Cbinkiang Id. 

1825.  Jeddah       Id. 

1826.  Sofia           lid. 

1827.  Mexico        2d. 

1828.  Teneriffe 3id. 

1829.  Batoum Id. 

1830.  Cadiz          Id. 

1831.  Martinique Id. 

1882.  Odessa        Id. 

1833.  Gbilan         Id. 

1834.  Old  Calabar           ..         ..  6id. 

1835.  Tamsui       Id. 

1836.  Copenhagen           ..         ..  id. 

1837.  Salonica lid. 

1838.  Honolulu id. 

1839.  Buenos  Ayres        . .         . .  2d. 

1840.  Para           id. 

1841.  Bolivia        2d. 

1842.  Washington           ..          ..  3d. 

1843.  Berlin         .*         ..  ..2d. 

1844.  Uganda Id. 

1845.  Belgrade lid. 

1846.  Dakar         id. 

1847.  Florence lid. 

1848.  Copenhagen           ..         ,,  2d. 

1849.  Havre         2d. 

1850.  Serajevo Id. 

1851.  Madrid 2d. 

1852.  La  Rochelle           ..         ..  lid. 

1853.  Chicago 4d. 

1854.  Berlin         id. 

1855.  Cherbourg 2id. 

1856.  Beira  .Id. 

1857.  Charleston.  ♦         ..         ..  2id. 


No.  Price. 

858.  Saigon         id. 

859.  Suakin        Id. 

860.  Rouen         2d. 

861.  Patras         lid. 

862.  Barcelona 2d. 

.863.  Amoy          2id. 

864.  Trebizond Id. 

865.  Lisbon        2id. 

866.  Callao         ..         „         ..  2d. 

867.  Pernambuco          ••         ••  5d. 

868.  Naples        lid. 

869.  New  Orleans          . .         . .  2id. 

870.  Vera  Cruz 2id. 

871.  Madeira Id. 

872.  Jerusalem  . .         ..         ..  Id. 

873.  Ningpo Id. 

874.  Rio  de  Janeiro      .  •         . .  2id. 

875.  Trieste        Id. 

876.  Curacoa Id. 

877.  Goa Id. 

878.  CagHari Id. 

879.  Guayaquil Id. 

880.  Havana lid. 

881.  Reykjavik  (Iceland)         ..  Id. 

882.  Milan         lid. 

883.  Baltimore Id. 

884.  Ccttinje*      ..         ,.         ..id. 
886.  Bilbao         2id. 

886.  Florence ljd. 

887.  Brest          ....         ..  lid. 

888.  Marseilles lid. 

889.  Wuhu         Id. 

890.  Chinkiang Id. 

891.  Malaga        ..         ..         .•Id. 

892.  Antwerp id. 

893.  Amsterdam..         ..         ..  Id. 

894.  Galveston 2d. 

895.  Piraeus        2id. 

896.  Stettin        2id. 

897.  Martinique lid. 

3.  Corunna     ..         ..         ..  2id. 

899.  Calais  .Id. 

900.  Honolulu Id. 

901.  Riga            2d. 

902.  Tripoli        Id. 

903.  Batoum 2d. 

904.  Lorenzo  Marquee  . .         . .  2d. 

905.  Batavia 2id. 

906.  Corfu          lid. 

907.  Foochow lid. 

908.  Montevideo            ..         ..  Sid. 

909.  China          5d. 

910.  Philadelphia  ..         ..lid. 

911.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul           ..  3id. 

912.  Quito Id. 

fJ13.  San  Jose* Id. 

914.  Dunkirk Id. 

915.  Samoa         Id. 

916.  Bordeaux 2id. 

917.  Porto  Rico lid. 

918.  Galatz         2d. 
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No.  1919. 

£!.&    Rejerence  to  previous  Report,  Annual  Series  No.  1798. 


NORWAY. 

CHRISTIANIA. 

Consxd-General  Dundas  to  the  Marquess  of  Salisbury. 
(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  May  18,  1897.) 

My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inclose  herewith  to  your  Lordship  a 
preliminary  Report  upon  the  Trade  of  Norway  in  the  year  1896, 
which  will  be  supplemented  by  a  more  detailed  Report  later  when 
I  am  in  possession  of  statistical  and  other  data  for  the  past  year. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        CHAS.  J.  DUNDAS. 


Preliminary  Report  on  tlie  Trade  of  Norway  for  the  Year  1896. 

Table  of  Contents. 

Page 

General  remarks ..        ..        ••        ••        ••        ••  1 

Shipping  , 2 

Fisheries 2 

Timber 2 

Wood-pulp  8 

Other  industries 8 

Money  market *         3 

Agriculture         . .  4 

The  signs  that  an  improvement  in  trade  was  setting  in,  and  General 
the  promising  prospects  of  better  times  for  business,  which  were  remarfa» 
noticeable  at  the  close  of  1895,  have  been  realised,  if  not  to 
the   full,  at  least  to  a  large  extent  nearly  all  the  world   over. 
Rising  prices  and  greater  activity  during  the  past  year  have  been 
witnessed  in  most  countries.      As    regards  business  generally 
throughout  Norway,  1896  can  be  characterised  as  an  especially 
satisfactory  year  rather  than  as  an  average  one. 
(2394) 
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and  other 

ports. 

Fisheries. 


Shipping.  During  the  first  part  of  the  year  matters  were  as  hopeless  for 

shipping  as  the  year  before.  Ships  were  kept  at  sea  more  on 
account  of  the  sailors  than  of  the  owners,  and  many,  especially 
older  ships,  lay  up,  partly  through  want  of  cargoes,  partly  because 
it  was  impossible,  even  with  the  greatest  econQmy,  to  make 
any  profit  on  the  voyage.  But  in  September  and  October 
rising  freights  caused  a  sudden  improvement,  especially  on 
voyages  to  America  and  the  Black  Sea,  as  well  as  to  the  Mediter- 
ranean.. Baltic,  and  several  other  waters,  though  this  did  not 
extend  to  East  India  and  the  East  Asiatic  waters.  It  was  soon 
evident,  however,  that  the  state  of  the  market  was  artificial ; 
freights  fell  again  sharply  during  the  last  months  of  the  year, 
and  at  its  close  the  freight  market  was  at  a  standstill,  and  rates 
had  sunk  to  about  their  former  low  level.  Thus  it  has  again  been 
proved  that  the  present  tonnage  is  above  the  demand.  Never- 
theless the  inclination  to  build  is  so  strong  that  the  rush  in 
September  gave  the  large  foreign  yards  more  orders  than  they 
could  undertake. 
Trade  in  ^s  regards  British  shipping  at  the  port  of   Christiania   140 

British  Teasels  vessels  entered  in  alt,  with  a  total  tonnage  of  126,594  register 
r?^?11  .       tons,  being  a  slight  increase  on  the  returns  for  1895. 
n*  ianm  The  past  year  has  hardly  been  satisfactory  for  the  fisheries. 

The  results  of  the  Lofoten  fishery  were  below  the  average,  while 
that  in  Finmarken  was  much  as  usual.  The  herring  fisheries 
have  been  bad ;  the  important  "  fat  herring "  and  the  East  coast 
fisheries  were  complete  failures.  Only  the  "  large  herring"  fishery 
on  the  West  coast  met  with  any  success.  Of  the  minor  fisheries, 
those  in  the  summer  for  cod'ing,  ling,  and  halibut  were  most  suc- 
cessful. A  good  quantity  of  pollock  were  also  caught.  The  take 
of  salmon  was  middling,  while  those  of  mackerel  and  lobsters 
were  indifferent.  The  Arctic  catches  may  be  characterised  as 
good,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  whaling  in  Finmarken  ;  for 
these  industries  the  weather  was  particularly  favourable.  The 
fish  trade  has  had  an  average  year.  Considerable  losses  have,  it 
is  true,  been  experienced  in  herrings,  and  the  split-cod  trade  has 
suffered  from  the  disturbed  political  and  financial  state  of  affairs 
in  Cuba  an4  Spain ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  the.  stock-fish  trade 
has  been  satisfactory,  and  good  prices  have  been  obtained  for  roe, 
and  better  still  for  fish-oil,  for  which  article  the  market  has  been 
very  sktisfactory. 
Timber.  After  many  years5  depression,  timber  has  at  last  experienced 

a  revival,  and  prospects  are  still  bright,  since  considerable 
quantities  are  said  to  have  been  already  sold  on  advantageous 
terms  for  shipment  this  year.  Planed  boards,  which  play 
the  chief  part  in  the  Norwegian  timber  export,  have  obtained 
excellent  prices  during  the  closing  months  of  the  year.  This  is 
chiefly  due  to  the  strong  demand  from  Africa — presumably  South 
Africa — and  also  from  Australia.  Prices  also  improved  for 
planks,  sawn  battens,  and  staves.  The  timber  expoit  has  been 
large,  and  tree-felling  has  been  actively  carried  on.  The  favour- 
able state  of  the  market  for  timber  caused  good  prices  to  be 
realised  to  the  advantage  of  many  forest  dealers. 
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Wood-pulp,  which  is  so  closely  associated  with  forestry,  has  also  Wood-palp, 
enjoyed  the  benefit  of  the  improved  state  of  the  market.  At  the 
same  time,  it  was  only  during  the  last  months  of  the  year  that 
the  meconic  pulp  showed  a  better  tendency.  For  the  paper 
industry  the  year  is  said  to  have  been  very  advantageous,  though, 
in  spite  of  good  demand,  prices  did  not  show  any  wonderful  im- 
provement. Chemical  pulp,  after  beginning  to  decline  in  May, 
1895,  scarcely  paid  the  expenses  of  many  factories,  especially  the 
older  ones,  during  three-fourths  of  last  year.  But  by  the  end  of 
September  it  could  be  seen  from  statistics  that  consumption  had 
increased  considerably,  owing  to  low  prices.  These  remained  . 
steady  through  the  last  three  months  of  the  year,  and  pulp 
prospects  for  1897  are  very  bright. 

Other  Norwegian  industries  have  as  usual  worked  under  varying  Other 
circumstances.  Little  inclination  is  displayed  to  establish  new  plant,  industries, 
and  consequently  progress  in  this  respect  has  not  been  of  importance. 
In  the  textile  industry  woollen  goods  factories  have  succeeded  best, 
but  other  factories  in  this  branch  are  also  reported  to  have  done 
good  business.  Uncertainty  as  to  the  future  Norwegian-Swedish 
Inter-State  Customs  law  (the  "  Mellemrigslov ")  has,  however, 
disturbed  confidence  in  the  textile  industry.  In  the  metal  branch, 
iron  shipbuilding  yards — and  as  a  consequence  engineering  works — 
have  been  busy,  but  export  firms  have  suffered  from  the  diffi- 
culties of  competition.  The  distilling  industry,  so  important  for 
several  agricultural  districts,  has  been  forced  to  curtail  its  pro- 
duction to  a  large  extent,  partly  because  of  large  unsold  quantities 
remaining  on  hand  from  the  year  before,  and  partly  from  the 
decrease  of  consumption  caused  by  the  new  spirit  laws.  Breweries 
are  said  to  have  overcome  the  difficulties  imposed  by  the  raising 
of  the  malt  tax  in  1895. 

Money  was  plentiful  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  chiefly  on  Money 
account  of  the  considerable  foreign  loans  raised  by  the  State  and  market, 
the  "Hypotek  Bank"  in  1895,  at  the  same  time  that  the  latter's 
conversion  of  its  old  4  per  cent,  bonds  brought  much  money  into 
the  country  for  the  commutation  of  bondholders  who  would  not 
be  content  with  lower  interest.  During  the  year,  however,  money 
became  rather  scarce.  Bank  discount  which  began  at  3£  per  cent, 
(with  borrowing  interest  of  2£  per  cent,  in  private  and  savings 
banks),  rose  in  April  to  4  per  cent.,  in  October  to  4£  per  cent., 
and  in  December  to  5  per  cent,  with  a  borrowing  interest  of  4 
per  cent  This  is  bad  at  the  same  time  that  the  country's  capital 
has  received  a  considerable  increase  from  abroad,  about  800,000/. 
of  the  produce  of  the  State  loan  were  transferred  from  abroad 
during  the  year,  and  110,000/.  by  the  "  Hypotek  Bank."  More- 
over, the  gold  reserve  of  the  Bank  of  Norway  has  been  diminished 
by  about  165,000/.,  and  the  bank  has  also  negotiated  about  83,300/. 
worth  of  securities.  It  is  probable,  too,  that  private  banks' 
accounts  abroad  are  less  now  than  at  the  end  of  the  preceding 
year. 

Low  interest,  and  the  abundance  of  unemployed  capital  which 
prevailed  up  to  the  closing  months  of  the  year,  have  sent  up 


Digitized  by  LiOOQ IC 


4  NORWAY. 

securities.  The  course  of  exchange  on  these  has  l>een  unusually 
high,  and  if  anything  more  so  at  the  end  than  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year. 

Mortgage,  State,  and  communal  bonds,  as  well  as  safer  and 
older  shares,  have  been  readily  disposed  of,  especially  bank  and 
insurance  shares.  A  so-called  "  Industry  Bank  "  has  been  founded 
in  Christiania,  with  an  effective  capital  of  166,700/.,  and  opened  at 
the  beginning  of  this  year. 

The  number  of  bankruptcies  has  been  rather  less  in  1896 
than  during  the  year  preceding,  and  a  safe  and  waiting  attitude 
seems  to  be  considered  advisable  in  business.  Three  strikes  of 
note  occurred,  one  at  Gronvold's  Match  Factory,  one  at  Moss 
Cellulose  Factory,  and  the  other  at  the  Kvcerner  Works.  All  are 
said  to  have  been  unjustified,  and  ended  with  the  defeat  of  the 
workmen. 

The  negotiations  for  the  renewal  of  the  customs  law  between 
Norway  and  Sweden  have  been  watched  with  much  anxiety,  and 
unless  some  result  can  be  arrived  at,  the  law  will  lapse  in  the 
middle  of  this  year.  This  will  greatly  influence  the  Norwegian 
market,  and  especially  the  Norwegian  industries. 

Another  important  step  has  been  the  removal  of  the  head- 
quarters of  the  Bank  of  Norway  from  Trondbjem  to  Christiania 
after  the  last  days  of  December. 
Agriculture  }  Agriculture  has  yielded  good  results,  and  the  weather,  on  the 
whole,  was  favourable.  It  is  true  that  a  large  part  of  Norway — 
especially  the  coast  towns  in  the  east  and  south  as  far  as  the 
Stavanger  district,  including  some  of  the  best  agricultural  tracts — 
suffered  during  a  great  part  of  the  summer  from  the  effects  of  a 
long  drought,  which  did  much  harm  both  to  pastures  and  culti- 
vated land.  But  against  this  must  be  set  the  good,  and  in  some 
parts  rich,  harvest  both  of  hay  and  corn  in  other  districts, 
especially  the  north  and  west,  and  the  good  crops  of  potatoes  and 
roots.  As  the  quality  was  good  everywhere,  and  prices  fair  in 
comparison  with  those  of  to-day,  the  year's  results  may  be  summed 
up  as  highly  favourable  for  the  farmers. 
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PARAGUAY. 

ASUNCION* 

Consul  Holmes  to  Hie  Marquees  of  Salisbury. 

(Receired  at  Foreign  Office,  June  19, 1897.) 
My  Lord, 

,  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  my  Report  on  the 
Trade  and  Commerce  of  Paraguay  for  1696,  regretting  that 
owing  to  ill-health  and  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  information  I 
wau  unable  to  complete  it  earlier. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        W.  J.  HOLMES. 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Paraguay  for  the  Year  1896. 
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Introductory, 


Increase  of 
trade. 


Cause  of 
depression  in 
1898  and 
1894. 


Falling-offin 
the  tobaco 
trade 


To  furnish  accurate  returns  of  the  amount  and  value  of  the 
foreign  trade  of  Paraguay  for  the  past  year  is,  at  present, 
impossible,  as  no  statistics  on  the  subject  are  procurable.  The 
only  available  statistics  are  those  issued  by  the  central  custom- 
house for  the  years  1894-95  and  published  in  the  annual  reports 
of  the  Minister  of  Finance.  These  reports,  however,  do  not  as  a 
rule  make  their  appearance  until  some  five  or  six  months  after 
the  end  of  the  year  with  which  they  deal.  Thus,  statistics  relating 
to  the  year  1896  will  not  be  published,  in  all  probability,  before 
the  month  of  May  or  June,  or  perhaps  even  later.  Moreover,  the 
statistical  information  contained  in  these  reports  is  not  only 
extremely  meagre,  but  each  year  varies  considerably  in  form  and 
detail,  the  more  useful  and  interesting  items  being  often  entirely 
omitted.  In  the  report  of  the  Minister  of  Finance  for  1895,  for 
instance,  details  such  as  the  description,  quantity,  value,  origin,  or 
destination  of  imported  or  exported  goods  are  wanting ;  whereas 
in  his  report  for  1894  a  portion  at  least  of  this  information  is 
supplied.  Consequently  but  few  figures  relating  to  the  trade  of 
1896  will  be  found  in  the  present  report,  and  these,  having  been 
obtained  almost  exclusively  from  private  sources,  must  only  be 
taken  as  approximate. 

It  may  be  confidently  said  that,  on  the  whole,  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  Paraguay  is  slowly  but  surely  improving.  The  steady 
increase  during  the  last  few  years  of  the  customs  revenue  (see 
Annex  A),  the  erection  of  new  buildings  for  private  residence  as 
well  as  for  business  purposes,  the  establishment  of  new  shops,  and 
the  increasing  demand  for  luxuries  such  as  good  furniture,  fine 
clothes,  and  foreign  comestibles  are  the  visible  signs  of  a  growing 
prosperity.  It  is,  however,  only  in  the  capital  and  in  the  larger 
towns  that  these  indications  are  noticeable,  for  outside  the  people 
are,  speaking  generally,  miserably  poor  and  their  wants  still 
restricted  to  the  barest  necessities. 

The  slight  depression  in  trade  which  obtained  during  the  years 
1893-94  is  attributed  chiefly  to  the  imposition  by  the  Argentine 
authorities  of  an  almost  prohibitive  import  duty  on  Paraguayan 
tobacco.  But  with  the  reduction  of  this  duty  in  1895  and  the 
increased  demand  for  timber  and  hides,  trade  began  to  improve 
during  the  latter  half  of  1895,  and  the  improvement  has  since 
continued. 

Timber,  hides,  yerba,  fruit  and  early  vegetables  are  in  great 
demand  in  Buenos  Ayres  and  Montevideo,  but  the  supply  still 
falls  short  of  the  demand. 

Tobacco  used  to  be  the  principal  if  not  the  only  crop  cultivated 
by  the  Paraguayan  agriculturist  for  export  and  home  consumption, 
but  owing  to  the  high  duty  which  was  levied  in  the  Argentina  and 
to  the  low  prices  offered  there  and  in  Europe  for  the  leaf  he  has 
been  constrained  during  the  last  two  years  to  plant  little  more 
than  would  suffice  for  his  own  use.  Indeed,  in  some  instances,  he 
gave  up  cultivating  tobacco  altogether  and  betook  himself  to  the 
yerbales,  or  yerba  forests,  where  he  could  earn  fairly  good  wages. 
The  Government  are  now  making  special  efforts  to  foster  this 
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industry  and  to  find  fresh  markets,  but  further  information  on 
this  subject  will  be  found  under  the  heading  u  tobacco "  in  the 
list  of  exports. 

Until  the  Paraguayan  can  be  induced  to  cultivate  the  soil  Need  of 
intelligently,  and  to  raise  in  a  less  primitive  manner  and  on  a  improvement 
larger  scale  crops  for  which  markets  might  be  found,  not  only  in  *?  c°lfcivation 
the  neighbouring  countries  but  also  in  Europe,  such,  for  instance,  °  "" " 
as  cotton,  coffee  or  rice,  all  of  which  grow  well  in  Paraguay,  trade 
is  not  likely  to  improve  rapidly  or  foreign  capital  be  attracted  to  Character  of 
the  country.    But  the  Paraguayan  peasant  is  not  industrious  and  toe  peasant 
cannot  be  relied  upon  for  regular  and  continuous  work.     Owing 
to  the  climate  and  to  the  natural  fertility  of  the  soil  he  need  labour 
but  little  to  supply  his  very  simple  wants.    A  little    maize, 
manaioca,  tobacco,  and  a  few  oranges  are  sufficient  for  him,  and 
if  he  has  a  surplus  large  enough  to  buy  clothing  and  some  few 
other  necessaries  he  is  quite  content.    Hitherto  he  has  had  no 
direct  taxes  to  pay,  and,  therefore,  has  been  under  no  compulsion 
to  work.    He  is  seldom  thrifty,  and  he  will,  it  is   said,  often 
gamble  away  in  an  hour  what  it  has  taken  him  a  week  to  earn. 
His  wife  and  daughter,  on  the  other  hand,  are  energetic  and 
industrious,  trudging  daily  many  miles  to  market  to  sell  the 
produce  they  carry  on  their  heads  or  on  the  back  of  a  single 
donkey. 

In  any  private  undertaking  necessitating  the  employment  of  Difficulty  of 
many  hands  the  question  of  labour,  therefore,  presents  serious  obtaining 
difficulties,  and  not  until  the  country  is  more  thickly  populated  or  labourer8- 
foreign  in  place  of  native  labourers  be  obtainable,  are  they  likely 
to  disappear.    But  there  are,  besides,  other  obstacles  to  contend 
with,  namely,  difficulties  of  transport  and  want  of  means   of 
communication. 

In  regard  to  transport  it  should  be  mentioned  that  the  roads  Transport  and 
in  Paraguay  are  little  better  than  bullock-tracko,  which  in  dry  m«ana  of 
weather  are  deep  in  sand,  and  in  wet  weather  generally  quagmires  J^™™1!111" 
almost  impossible  to  traverse.    The  two-wheeled  bullock  cart  of  BoacU. 
the  country  is,  therefore,  equally  liable  to  be  delayed  by  drought 
as  by  flood,  for  although  the  oxen  manage  to  drag  their  burden 
slowly  through  the  sand,  they  cannot  cover  a  long  distance  without 
frequent  opportunities  of  quenching  their  thirst.    Hence  transport 
by  road  over  long  distances  is  a  slow,  laborious,  and  sometimes 
costly  process. 

Many  of  the  rivers  are  broken  by  rapids,  or  when  not  in  flood  Rivera, 
are  too  shallow  to  permit  of  navigation,  except  by  the  lightest  of 
boats. 

Bridges  are  few  and  far  between.  Bri-lires. 

The  only  railway  in  a  country  the  area  of  which,  exclusive  of- Railway, 
the  Chaco,  is  computed  at  65,100  square  mibs,  is  a  single  line 
155  miles  in  length  running  from  Asuncion  to  Pirap6  and  known 
as  the  Paraguay  Central  Railway.     There  are  no  branch  lines 

Little  direct  trade  is  carried  on  with  Europe  at  present.     Most  Direct  trail-? 
of  the  merchandise  imported  into  the  country,  of  which  a  large  Wl,h  fcurol,e- 
proportion  is  said  to  be  of  British  origin,  is  purchased  in  Buenos 
(2441) 
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Increese  of 
ex  porta. 


Yerba-mat6. 


Timber. 


Curupay. 


Quebracho- 
colorado. 


Ay  res  and  Montevideo.  The  chief,  reason  of  this  is  that  Monte- 
videan  and  Buenos  Ayres  firms  are  much  easier  about  payments 
than  European  houses,  allowing  from  six  to  eight  months'  credit 
from  date  of  shipment  and  often  affording  facilities  for  extension. 
Another  reason  why  many  merchants  here  find  it  more  convenient 
to  obtain  their  supplies  from  the  above-mentioned  places  is  that, 
being  exporters  as  well  as  importers,  they  are  able  when  it  suits 
them  to  pay  in  kind  instead  of  in  cash  for  goods  received,  thus 
avoiding  the. risk  of  loss  on  exchange.  Only  a  few  firms,  one  of 
which  is  English,  import  their  goods  direct  from  Europe. 

As  will  be  noticed  from  an  examination  of  Annex  A  the  value 
of  exports  during  the  years  1893-95  shows  a  steady  increase. 
Montevideo  and  the  Argentine  ports  take  all  or  nearly  all 
Paraguayan  products,  and  thence  some  few  such  as  timber,  hides, 
tobacco,  essence  of  orange  leaves,  and  the  bark  of  the  Curupay 
tree  for  tanning,  find  their  way  to  Europe. 

A  few  remarks  on  the  principal  articles  of  export  may  not  be 
found  uninteresting,  and  are  offered  here. 

Yerba-mat6,  or  Paraguayan  tea,  is  the  most  valuable  article  of 
export.  There  are  two  classes  sold,  but  it  is  only  in  the  manner 
of  preparation  that  they  differ.  The  kind  known  as  *Mborovir£" 
is  merely  dried  over  a  furnace,  and  then  befcten  into  small  pieces 
with  sticks.  The  "  Molida  "  goes  through  the  same  process,  but  it 
is  afterwords  ground  in  a  mill.  The  export  duty  on  the  former 
was  increased  in  1895  from  30  c.  paper  to  10  c  gold,  and  on  the 
latter  from  25  c.  paper  to  9  c.  gold  per  10  kilos.  The  revenue 
derived  from  this  source  in  1895  amounted  to  471,668  dol. 
(16,845/.).  The  yerba  forests,  called  yerbales,  were  formerly  the 
property  of  the  State,  but  most  of  them  have  been  sold,  and  are 
now  in  ihe  hands  of  a  few  capitalists  and  companies.  The 
Industrial  Paraguaya  Company,  which  owns  about  half  of  the 
yerbales  known  to  exist  in  the  country,  exports  annually  about 
400,00l»  arrobas  (4,512  tons).  The  total  quantity  of  yerba 
exported  during  the  past  year  is  estimated  at  about  9,024  tons, 
and  the  average  price  per  arroba  (25  lbs.)  was  11  dol.  50  c. 
paper  (7s.  8d.). 

In  the  absence  of  statistics  or  returns  of  any  sort  it  is  difficult 
to  form  a  correct  estimate  of  the  quantity  of  wood  exported 
during  the  past  year,  but  it  is  said  to  have  been  considerably 
larger  than  the  quantity  exported  in  1895,  in  the  harder  woods 
especially. 

The  following  are  the  principal  woods,  their  prices,  and  the 
uses  for  which  they  are  best  adapted : — 

Curupay  is  of  a  reddish  colour,  extremely  hard  and  strong, 
lasts  many  years  underground  or  in  water,  and  is  used  chiefly  for 
railway  sleepers,  piles  for  bridges,  or  docks.  The  bark  is  used 
for  tanning.  The  specific  gravity  is  1-172  to  0917,  and  the  price 
45  c.  gold  (Is.  9£d.)  per  vara  (34  inches,  10  x  10). 

Quebracho-colorado  is  one  of  the  hardest  and  most  durable  of 
Paraguayan  woods,  and,  it  is  said,  will  last  as  long  underground 
and  under  water  as  above  ground    It  i$  well  adapted  for  piles, 
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sleepers,  and  bridges.  It  is  also  used  for  tanning.  It  is  found 
chiefly  in  the  Chaco,  but  some  is  also  to  be  met  with  in  the  north 
of  the  country.  Specific  gravity  1392  to  1*232  ;  price,  in 
Asuncion,  about  25  dol.  (16*.  8d.)  per  ton. 

Urunday-mi    differs  little   from  quebracho  in  strength   and  Pnmday-mi. 
durability,  but  it  is  not  so  plentiful.    The  price  is  the  same; 
specific  gravity  1-091  to  0*920. 

Peterevi  is  a  valuable  wood  for  furniture,  cabinet-making,  &c.  Peterevi. 
In  veining  and  colour  it  is  not  unlike  American  walnut ;  it  takes 
a  high  po.ish,  and  is  durable  and  comparatively  light.     It  is  also 
said  to  be  suitable  for  masts  and  yards.     Specific  gravity  0*810  to 
6*19  ;  price,  in  Asuncion,  55  c.  gold  (2s.  2d.)  per  vara. 

Lapacho  is  of  a  greenish-yellow  colour,  and  of  great  strength.  Lapacho. 
Above  ground  it  will  keep  sound  for  many  years,  and  it  does  not 
readily  crack.  Much  of  this  wood  is  sent  to  Buenos  Ayres  for 
railway  and  shipbuilding  purposes.  It  is  used  locally  in  the 
manufacture  of  wheel  spokes,  boats,  and  barges.  The  "  Lapacho 
crespo "is  a  curled  variety,  and  makes  handsome  though  heavy 
furniture.  Specific  gravity  1*072  to  0  952.  The  price  is  about 
40  c.  gold  (Is.  Id.)  per  vara. 

Ybira-r6  and  ybira-pita  are  used  principally  in  the  manufac-  Ybira-ro*. 
ture  of  furniture  and  cartwheels.    The  former  is  a  superior  wood 
to  the  latter,  but  it  is  not  so  plentiful.    Specific  gravity  1*038  to 
0*744;  price,  in  Asuncion,  2  dol.  (Is.  4rf.)  per  vara. 

Black  and  red  palms   are  extremely  hard  woods,  and,  it  is  Black  and  red 
alleged,  will  sometimes  turn  the  edge  of  the  best  steel  axe.    The  P*1"18- 
black  palm   makes  a  fine  veneer  and  takes  a  high  polish.     In 
water  aud  underground  these  woods  last  for  many  years.    They 
are  found  in  the  Chaco,  and  in  the  north  of  Paraguay  proper. 
Prices,  in  Asuncion,  about  2  dol.  each  (Is.  Ad.). 

Among  the  lighter  woods  may  be  mentioned  the  various  kinds  Cedar  and 
of  cedars,  known  in  the  timber  trade  as  female  mahogany,  and timbo- 
timbo.  The  former  are  extensively  used  in  this  country  in  the 
manufacture  of  furniture,  doors,  window-shutters,  boxes,  &c. 
They  are  comparatively  cheap,  and  easy  to  work.  The  trees  are 
found  in  the  south  and  south-west,  but  a  superior  kind  grows  on 
the  Alta  Parana,  and  in  the  Paraguayan  Misionee.  Timbo  is  a 
light  wood  not  unlike  cedar  in  grain,  and  sometimes  grows  to  a 
great  height  and  size.  The  Indians  make  their  canoes  and 
troughs  for  water,  &c,  of  this  wood.  Little  is  exported.  Specific 
gravity  0*440  to  0*328. 

The  best  and  most  extensively  used  woods  of  Paraguay  only  Other  woods, 
are  given  in  the  foregoing  list,  but  there  are  a  great  many  other* 
besides,  among  which  may  bo  mentioned  tatan6  (dye-wood),  palo 
santo  (lignum  vitse),  palo.  de  lanza  (lance-  wood),  black  laurel,  palo  de 
rosa  (rosewood),  inciensa  (incense  tree),  and  varieties  of  the  citrus. 
The  amount  of  timber  carried  over  the  railway  during  the  past 
year  is  giv^n  as  30,000  tons.  '* 

Since  the  year  1893  the  price  of  tobacco  has  fallen  steadily,  Tobacw. 
and   in  1895  was  so  low  that  it  was   found  hardly  worth   the 
pxpense  and  trouble  of  cultivation.     Thq  prop   raised  iji  1896, 
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therefore,  amounted  to  little  more  than  was  required  for  home 
consumption.  Prices,  however,  have  gone  up  lately,  and  at  the 
present  time  range  from  2  dol.  80  c.  (la.  9d.)  per  arroba  (25  lbs.) 
for  "  pito,"  which  is  the  lowest  leaf,  to  8  doL  (5s.)  for  "  para,"  the 
topmost  and  best  leaf.  The  leaves  are  divided  into  seven  classes, 
viz.,  pito,  medio,  regular,  buena,  doble,  pinton,  and  para.  In  1894 
the  Argentine  duty  on  Paraguayan  tobacco  was  raised  to  50  c. 
gold  (2s.)  per  kilo.,  which  caused  much  annoyance  here,  and 
almost  crippled  the  export  trade.  Many  tobacco  merchants  found 
themselves  in  difficulties,  and  two  of  the  largest  exporters  became 
bankrupt.  A  large  number  of  bales  of  the  1895  crop  are  said 
to  be  still  lying  in  the  storehouses  in  Asuncion,  which  the 
owners  are  unable  to  dispose  of.  However,  in  consequence  of 
representations  made  by  the  Paraguayan  Government,  the  duty 
was  reduced  to  30  c.  per  kilo.,  and  again  to  15  c.  on  January  1, 
1897.  An  increase  in  the  export  of  tobacco  may  therefore  be 
expected  in  the  future,  more  especially  as  it  is  said  the  cultivation 
of  tobacco  in  the  Argentina  was  not  attended  with  the  success 
that  had  been  anticipated. 

Efforts  are  also  being  made  to  find  fresh  markets  in  Europe, 
but  they  are  hardly  likely  to  be  successful  so  long  as  the  present 
primitive  methods  of  drying  and  preparing  the  leaf  continue  to  be 
practised.  The  Paraguayan  Consuls  in  Bremen  and  Hamburg 
report  that  consignments  of  tobacco  from  Paraguay  are  frequently 
rejected  because  the  leaves  are  found  to  be  badly  prepared,  wrongly 
classified,  and  often  mingled  with  sand. 

That  Paraguay  is  a  country  well  adapted  both  as  regards 
climate  and  soil  for  the  cultivation  of  the  tobacco  plant  there 
seems  to  be  little  doubt.  Several  Cubans  who  paid  a  visit  to  this 
country,  at  the  invitation  of  the  Government,  in  order  to  study 
this  question,  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  the  soil  in  some  parts  is 
almost  identical  with  that  of  Cuba,  which  produces  the  best 
growths.  About  a  year  ago  the  Government  placed  two  of  these 
Cubans  in  charge  of  a  plantation  near  Villa  Rica,  paying  them 
salaries,  and  giving  them  a  half  share  in  the  profits,  besides 
providing  labourers,  on  the  understanding  that  Cuban  methods  of 
cultivation  should  be  employed,  and  the  same  taught  to  such 
Paraguayans  as  were  willing  to  learn.  The  crop  raised  on  this 
plantation  in  1896,  though  small,  is  said  to  be  almost  equal  to 
the  Vuelta  Abajo  tobacco  of  Cuba,  and  samples  of  it  are  to  be  sent 
to  the  Brussels  Exhibition. 

2,151,908  kilos,  were  exported  in  1895. 
Oranges.  The  orange  tree  grows  luxuriantly  in  all  parts  of  the  country, 

and  large  quantities  of  the  fruit  are  exported  annually  to  Buenos 
Ayres  and  Montevideo,  where  it  is  admitted  duty  free.  The  crop 
of  1895  was  heavy  and  of  good  quality,  the  trees  having  com- 
pletely recovered  from  the  damage  inflicted  by  locusts  in  1893. 
The  present  year's  crop  is  not  so  abundant,  doubtless  owing  to  the 
protracted  drought — lasting  from  the  month  of  May  to  the  end  of 
November — which  occurred  in  1896,  and  caused  many  of  the 
blossoms  tQ  wither  and  fall.     But  heavy  rain  commenced  to  fall 
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in  November  and  continued  through  December,  in  consequence  of 
which  the  fruit  has  grown  well.  Orange  groves  are  to  be  found 
all  over  the  western  half  of  the  country  from  Humaita  to  Villa 
Consepcion,  but  on  the  eastern  or  upper  Parana  side  they  are 
less  plentiful.  The  quantity  of  oranges  exported  annually  to 
Buenos  Ayres  aud  Montevideo  is  estimated  at  between  6,000  and 
7,000  tons. 

Hides,  dried  and  salted,  are  exported  to  Buenos  Ayres,  whence  Hides  and 
a  few  are  sent  to  Europe,  chiefly  to  Spain  and  Italy.    The  number  akina- 
exported   during    1894  amounted  to    97,175,  and    during    the 
following  year  to  97,713,  showing  an  increase  of   538.     Prices 
during  the  past  year  ranged  from  19  to  22  dol.  apiece,  according 
to  size  and  weight. 

About  1,200  skins  of  the  carpincho  or  water-hog,  9,000  deer 
skins,  1,400  nutria,  and  2,400  pig  skins  are  said  to  be  exported 
annually  to  the  River  Plate. 

About  3,000  tons  of  the  bark  of  the  curupay  tree  were 
exported  last  year  to  Montevideo,  Hamburg,  and  Havre.  This 
bark  is  used  for  tanning. 

The  tomato  grows  well  in  Paraguay,  but  is  not  so  large  nor  of  Tomatoes, 
such  deep  colour  as  that  produced  in  Europe.     In  the  early  spring 
in  Buenos  Ayres  it  is  in  great  demand,  and  can  always  be  sold  at 
a  remunerative  price.    Some  3,000  baskets  were  sent  down  the 
river  during  the  past  year. 

Although  bananas  thrive  well  and  are  of  excellent  quality,  Bananas., 
they  are  nowhere  cultivated  on  what  can  be  called  a  large  scale. 
The  quantity  shipped  to  Buenos  Ayres  would  amount  to  perhaps 
10,000  bunches. 

A  fair  trade  is  done  in  essence  of  orange  leaves,  which  is  known  Essence  of 
as  "  essence  de  petit  grain,"  and  is  exported  chiefly  to  France,  oran£e  leaves, 
where  it  is  said  to  fetch  120  fr.  the  kilo.     Yaguaron,  a  village 
situated  about  12  miles  from  the  railway,  is  the  principal  seat  of 
this  iudustry. 

Among  the  less  important  articles  of  export  may  be  mentioned 
horns,  lard,  maize,  maize-flour,  chillies,  and  beans. 

According  to  the  report  of  the  Minister  of  Finance  for  the  Value  of 
year  1895,  the  total  value  of  goods  imported  during  that  year  imports  m 
amounted   to   2,460,050   dol.    gold    (492,010/.),    an    increase   as  }fjj  *Dd 
compared  with  the  preceding  year  of  237,848  dol.  (47,569/.). 

Nearly  all  goods,  as  has  already  been  stated,  are  imported  Position  of 
from  Buenos  Ayres  and  Montevideo,  and  only  a  few  firms,  one  **ritifln  tradc- 
of  which  is  English,  import  direct  from  Europe.  The  greater 
portion  of  the  imports,  whether  direct  or  indirect,  it  would  appear 
are  of  German  origin,  though  without  the  aid  of  statistical 
evidence,  and  without  even  much  reliable  information  on  the 
subject  from  private  sources  it  cannot  be  positively  asserted  that 
such  is  the  case.  But  it  is  the  general  opinion  that  Germany 
holds  the  first  and  Great  Britain  the  second  place  in  this  market, 
and  this  is  hardly  a  matter  for  surprise  seeing  that  the  German 
population  in  Paraguay  far  exceeds  the  English,  and  that,  whereas 
there  are  six  or  seven  German  firms  established  in  Asuncion,  there 
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is  only  one  English  one-  Again,  the  demand,  except  in  a  very 
few  instances  such  as  ponchos,  shawls,  and  sheath-knives,  is  for 
a  cheap  article,  and  this,  it  would  seem,  is  easier  to  procure  from 
Germany  or  Belgium,  than  from  England.  English  commercial 
travellers  are  seldom  seen  in  Asuncion,  and  though  it  may  be 
hardly  worth  their  while  to  come  so  far  for  so  little,  yet  if 
they  visit  Montevideo  or  Buenos  Ayres,  a  trip  up  the  river  to 
Asuncion  and  the  riverside  towns  might  not,  perhaps,  prove 
unprofitable.  Most  of  the  cotton  piece-goods  sold  in  this  market, 
wire,  corrugated  iron,  a  few  tools  and  agricultural  implements  as 
will  be  seen  from  a  perusal  of  the  following  paragraphs  are 
supplied  from  Great  Britain. 
Grey  doth.  Grey  cloth,  or,  as  it  is  called  here,  lienzo,  is  perhaps  the  most 

important  class  of  piece-goods  imported,  and  it  is  said  to  be 
supplied  almost  exclusively  by  Manchester  firms.  It  is  extensively 
used  in  this  country,  especially  by  women  and  children  of  the 
poorer  class,  being  made  up  into  skirts  and  shawls  which  are 
worn  summer  and  winter.  The  coarser  kinds  are  used  for 
awnings,  screens,  &c.  Some  of  this  cloth  comes  from  Germany. 
Samples*  of  the  varieties  most  in  demand,  with  tickets  showing 
prices,  &c,  attached,  are  sent  with  this  report.  About  100,000 
pieces  of  20  yards,  it  is  estimated,  were  imported  last  year  from 
Buenos  Ayres  and  Montevideo. 

Another  important  article  of  import  is  calico,  known  here  by 
the  name  of  "bramante,"  some  of  which  comes  from  Germany 
though  the  greater  part  is  of  British  manufacture.  It  is  much 
used  by  women  for  chemises  and  shawls.  Samples*  are  enclosed 
herewith. 

Black  shawls  of  wool  or  a  mixture  of  wool  and  cotton,  locally 
known  as  "  rebozos,"  are  worn  by  nearly  all  the  women.  They 
are  chiefly  of  German  and  Belgian  make,  being  preferred  to  those 
manufactured  in  Ecglaud  because  they  are  cheaper  and  the  fringe 
deeper  and  more  elaborate.  A  samplef  of  this  kind  of  shawl,  made 
of  a  mixture  of  cotton  and  wool,  which  is  the  class  that  sells  best, 
is  sent  herewith. 
Ponchos.  Every  Paraguayan,  one  may  say,  wears  a  poncho,  and  in  the 

matter  of  material,  colour,  and  fringe  is  quite  as  particular  as  his 
wife  or  daughter  when  selecting  her  shawl.  If  he  can  afford  it 
he  will  bviy  one  for  winter  and  another  for  summer  wear ;  both 
as  a  rule  are  made  of  a  mixture  of  cotton  and  wool,  but  the  winter 
poncho  is  slightly  heavier.  A  samplef  of  the  summer  poncho, 
which  is  the  kind  most  generally  worn,  is  also  sent  with  this 
report.  Most  of  these  ponchos  are  of  German  manufacture ;  some, 
however,  are  made  in  Belgium,  *nd  a  few  cotton  ones  come  from 
Glasgow.  Those  that  are  worn  here  differ  very  little  from  each 
other  either  in  colour  or  pattern.  It  is  only  in  the  shade  of  the 
brown,  the  breadth  and  position  of  the  various  stripes,  and  in  the 
depth  and  pattern  of  the  fringe  that  there  is  any  difference.  The 
sample  sent  is  a  good  specimen  of  the  most  saleable  poncho. 
*  Sent  to  Manchester  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

t  Se»t  to  Association  of  Chambers  of  Commerce, 
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Cheap  prints  aud  muslins  are  supplied  for  the  most  part  from  Cotton  print* 
Eugland.  ■  Annual  sales  average  about  100,000  piece3  of  24  and 
35  metres.    Samples*  of  two  or  three  varieties  are  sent  herewith. 
Those  supplied  from  Germany  are  said  to  be  superior,  and  are 
consequently  slightly  higher  priced. 

The  various  kinds  of  drills  and  cotton  stuffs  for  men's  suits,  Drills, 
of  which  several  samples*  are  enclosed,  are  all  of  German  and  •hirtings,  Ac 
Italian  make.     Most  of  the  shirtings,  imitation  Oxford  and  other 
kinds  are  German  also. 

About  3,000  cases  of  sewing  cotton  on  reels  of  British  manu-  Sewing 
facture  are  imported  annually.  Belgium,  however,  shares  to  alcoWolL 
small  extent  in  this  import. 

'    Grey  hessian,  called  here  "  arpillera ,"  is  all  of  Dundee  make,  Grey  beaaian. 
and  of  10  to  18-oz.  quality.    Yearly  sales  average  about  500,000 
yards.    This  cloth  is  used  chiefly  for  packing  yerba  and  tobacco. 

The  greater  portion  of  hardware  goods  are  made  in  Germanv,  Hardware, 
being  preferred  on  account  of  their  cheapness  to  those  of  British  chl^*»  **£*» 
Manufacture.      Enamelled    goods,    glass,    and    chinaware    come ca  ery' 
chiefly  from  Austria,  and  are  said  to  be  of  equal  quality  with 
those  manfactured  in  Great  Britain,  but  less  expensive.   Carpenters' 
tools,  table  knives,  forks,  and  spoons,  iron  cooking  pots  and  kitchen 
utensils  generally,  come  principally  from  Germanv  and  France, 
and  are  all  of  the  commonest  and  cheapest  quality.     A  fairly 
good  trade  is  done  here  in  sheath-knives  and  daggers,  for  every 
Paraguayan,  almost  without  exception,  carries  one  of  these  weapons 
in  his  belt.     Hitherto  the  supply  has  come  from  Germany,  but 
lately  a  few  cases  of   knives  of  a  superior  quality  have  been 
imported  direct  from  England,  and  have  found  a  ready  sale.    They 
are  sold  at  from  3£  to  about  10  dol.  each. 

The  black  iron  wire  sold  here  for  fencing  purposes  is  of  British  Iron  wire, 
manufacture.     Numbers  7,  8,  and  9  are  preferred.    About  6,000 
rolls  of  450  yards  each  are  said  to  be  imported  annually. 

The  sale  of  agricultural  implements  is  not  at  present  a  large  Agricultural 
one.  The  axe,  machete,  and  hoe  are  the  tools  most  in  demand,  implements, 
being  often  the  only  ones  used  in  this  country  to  prepare  the 
ground  for  sowing.  After  the  machete  has  done  its  work,  the 
axe  is  used  to  cut  down  the  large  trees,  and  finally  the  hoe 
to  break  up  the  soil.  The  few  ploughs  that  are  occasionally 
to  be  seen  in  use  are,  most  of  them,  made  in  the  country  and 
have  wooden  shares.  Most  of  the  axes  and  picks  to  be  seen  in 
the  shops  are  manufactured  in  the  United  States :  so  also  are 
many  of  the  spades,  shovels,  and  hoes,  a  few  only  coming  from 
England  and  Germany.  There  is  at  present  very  little  demand 
for  machinery  of  any  kind. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  sugar-cane  grows  luxuriantly  no  sugar  Sugar, 
is   manufactured.      All  the   sugar  consumed  in   the   country  is" 
imported   from   Buenos  Ay  res,  and  is  of  French   manufacture. 
About  8,000  barrels  of  115  kilos,  each  are  imported  annually. 

3,000  bags  of  Rangoon,  called  here  Bremen,  rice,  and  1,000  Ri*t 
bags  of  Italian,  known  as  uPiemonte,,,  it  is  estimated  arc  imported 
•  Sent  to  JJitnchester  Qhamber  of  Commerce,. 
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yearly.  Only  a  small  quantity  of  rice  is  grown  in  the  country. 
It  is  inferior  to  the  imported  rice,  and  costs  from  6£  to  7  doL  the 
arroba  (25  lbs.). 

As  yet  only  a  small  quantity  of  coffee  is  produced  in  the 
country.  About  600  or  700  bags  of  Brazilian  coffee  are  imported 
annually. 

Most  of  the  stearine  candles  imported  are  supplied  by 
Amsterdam  firms.  Tallow  and  wax  candles  are  made  in  the 
country. 

Kerosene  oil  is  imported  from  the  United  States — about 
10  000  boxes  annually. 

A  certain  quantity  of  beer  manufactured  in  Germany,  Monte- 
video and  Buenos  Ayres  is  imported  in  bottles,  but  most  of  the 
beei  consumed  here  is  of  local  make.  On  account  of  their 
lightness  and  suitability  to  the  climate,  these  beers  are  preferred 
to  those  manufactured  in  England.  Wines  in  the  cask  and  in 
bottles  are  imported  from  France,  Italy,  and  Spain ;  none  is  manu- 
factured in  the  country.  The  consumption  of  foreign  spirits  is 
not  large. 

The  agricultural  development  of  Paraguay  may  be  said  to  be 
still  in  its  infancy,  and  is  making  but  slow  progress,  notwithstand- , 
ing  the  efforts  of  the  authorities  to  encourage  and  assist  agricul- 
tural industries  by  every  means  in  their  power.  The  total  area 
under  cultivation,  as  compared  with  the  vast  tracts  of  forest 
and  grass  land  with  which  the  country  is  covered,  is  infinitesimal 
Ilarely,  except  where  foreign  colonies  have  been  established,  does 
one  see  land  cultivated  on  anything  but  a  very  small  scale.  This 
state  of  things  in  a  country  so  extremely  fertile  is  certainly  a 
matter  for  surprise,  but  the  cause  or  causes  are  not  far  to  seek. 
It  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  paucity  and  extreme  poverty  of  the 
scattered  population,  to  the  lack  of  means  of  rapid  communication, 
and  to  the  fact  that  landowners  find  it  more  profitable  to  devote 
their  attention  to  cattle-breeding  than  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
soil.  The  agriculturist  has,  besides,  two  formidable  enemies  in 
the  shape  of  weeds  and  insects  to  contend  against.  The  latter,  it 
is  true,  may  only  occasionally  invade  his  land,  and  cause  him 
serious  damage,  but  with  the  former  he  has  to  struggle  continuously. 
The  greatest  impediment,  perhaps,  in  the  way  of  the  colonist,  and 
one  that  results  from  those  first  mentioned,  is  his  inability  to  find 
a  sale  for  his  produce.  Buried  in  the  forest,  perhaps  many  leagues 
from  town,  village,  or  highway,  how  is  he  to  derive  any  profit  from 
his  labour  ?  If  he  has  pitched  on  land  near  a  town  or  village,  and 
has  sufficient  capital  to  carry  him  through  the  first  year  or  two,  he 
may  succeed  afterwards  in  supporting  himself  and  family  at  the 
expense  of  little  labour,  but  he  will  not  make  money.  If  he  has 
no  capital,  and  settles  in  one  of  the  established  colonies,  the 
administrator  of  that  colony  will,  it  is  true,  provide  him  with  the 
means  of  subsistence  during  the  first  six  months,  and  assist  him 
in  other  ways,  but,  except  in  a  few  instances,  this  method  has  not 
been  productive  of  good  results.  Once  accustomed  to  live  on 
external  contributions  the  chances  are  very  great  that  he  will  turn 
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out  a  failure  as  a  colonist  when  thrown  upon  his  own  resources* 
The  demoralising  effect  of  this  often  mis-applied  generosity  has 
been  only  too  frequently  demonstrated  in  the  "  Colonia  Nacional," 
a  Government  settlement  situated  at  the  extreme  end  of  the 
railway,  where  many,  finding  that  the  pecuniary  assistance  they 
received  was  ample  for  their  daily  wants,  bestowed  very  little 
trouble  on  their  holdings,  and  as  soon  as  the  grant  ceased,  quitted 
the  colony  and  the  country,  most  unjustly  laying  all  the  blame  for 
their  failure  on  the  authorities.  It  must  be  admitted,  however, 
that  some  of  the  more  upright  and  hardworking  settlers  in  this 
colony  can  show  well  cultivated  holdings,  but  still  the  complaint 
is  general  that  they  cannot  sell  their  produce,  or  if  they  succeed  in 
disposing  of  it,  that  the  price  paid  is  so  low  as  hardly  to  requite 
them  for  the  time  and  labour  expended. 

The  prosperity  of  a  colony  depends  in  a  large  measure  on  its 
position,  and  it  must  be  confessed  that  the  sites  of  the  existing 
colonies  have  not  been  in  every  instance  wisely  selected.  Most  of 
the  colonies  established  near  the  railway,  or  within  a  few  leagues 
of  Asuncion,  have  achieved  a  certain  amount  of  success,  but  those 
that  have  been  planted  in  remote  parts  of  the  country  are  in  a 
languishing  condition,  if  not  complete  failures.  There  have  been 
many  failures,  unfortunately,  and  but  few  successes.  And  yet  the 
Paraguayan  Government  has  done,  and  still  is  doing,  all  it  can  to 
assist  the  colonist.  In  the  Colonia  Nacional,  for  instance, 
immediately  on  his  arrival  the  colonist  receives  not  only  what  is 
practically  a  free  grant  of  land — 30  acres  for  15  doL  paper 
currency — and  certain  agricultural  implements  at  cost  price,  but 
also,  as  soon  as  he  has  cleared  and  put  under  cultivation  about 
7$  acres,  a  yoke  of  oxen,  a  horse,  a  cow — all  at  cost  price — and 
the  loan  of  a  daily  sum  of  50  c.  for  himself,  as  well  as  for  each 
adult  member  of  his  family.  But  it  is  precisely  on  account  of  this 
liberal  treatment  that  the  foreign  colonist,  one  is  inclined  to  think, 
has  so  often  proved  a  failure.  Had  the  authorities  shown  a  little 
less  tenderness  and  more  firmness  in  their  dealings  with  him,  and 
strictly  fulfilled  their  promises  to  him,  whilst  seeing  that  lie  kept 
his,  better  results  would  doubtless  have  been  obtained. 

The  most  successful  colonists  in  Paraguay  are  the  Italians, 
Germans,  and  Swiss.  The  Englishman,  as  a  rule,  is  the  worrit. 
He  does  not  work  so  hard  as  the  other  foreigners.  He  cannot 
adapt  himself  to  his  surroundings  with  the  same  facility  as  an  Italian 
or  German,  and  he  lacks  their  patience.  In  a  very  short  time  he 
becomes  dissatisfied  with  his  position  and  prospects,  and  then 
either  takes  to  drinking  and  loafing,  or,  having  wisely  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  he  can  after  all  do  better  in  a  British  colony,  leaves 
the  country.  The  founders  of  the  Cosme  Colony  form  a  notable 
exception  to  this  rule.  These  men  are  nearly  all  of  them 
Australians,  and  teetotalers  without  exception.  They  were 
formerly  members  of  the  now  defunct  "  New  Australia "  colony, 
but  owing  to  differences  they  withdrew  from  their  old  associates, 
and  set  to  work  to  found  a  new  colony,  and  to  establish  a  new 
home  for  themselves.    For  over  two  years  they  have  laboured  with 
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.praiseworthy  enefgy,  and  extraordinary  perseverance,  and  their 
efforts,  so  far,  have  been  crowned  with  success.  The  colony  is  how 
enjtir^ly  self-supporting.  It  is  able  at  least  to  produce  all  the  food 
stuffs  required.  The  surplus  of  the  produce  is  sold,  and  the  money 
used  to  purchase  such  necessaries  as  salt,  clothes,  soap,  lamp-oil, 
medicines,  and  cattle. .  Among  the  various  buildings  which  they 
have  erected,  is  a  school  and  a  library,  perhaps  the  smallest 
library  in  the  world,  but  well  stocked  with  books  and  papers.  In 
.their  leisure  time,  these  sturdy  settlers  dance  and  sing,  or  give 
•Headings  and  recitations,  and  occasionally  play  cricket  The 
working  time,  is  4^  days  weekly,  of  8  hours  per  day,  any  time 
marked  over  this  is  credited  to  the  man  working  it.  This  saved 
up:  time  becomes  a  means  of  internal  exchange.  A  lengthy 
description,  however,  of  this  communal  settlement  hardly  comes 
within  the  scope  of  this  report,  and  the  only  observation  that 
need  be  added  here,  is  that  Cosme  is  without  a  doubt  one  of  the 
most,  if  not  the  most,  orderly  and  best  conducted  colony  in 
Paraguay.  All  those  who  are  interested  in,  and  wish  for  further 
information  on  the  subject,  should  write  to  the  Iritendente  of 
Colonia.  Cosme,  care  of  the  Paraguayan  Consul  in  London. 

.  No  information .  regarding  the  immigration  movement  during 
the  past  year  is  published. 

t  The  principal  crops  raised  are  maize,  manioc,  sugar-cane, 
tobacco,  alfalfa  (lucerne),  and  beans.  Maize  and  manioc  form  the 
staple  food  of  the  peasant  class  and  poorer  townspeople.  It  is 
found  very  difficult  to  keep  the  former  any  length  of  time  as  no 
sooner  is  it  stored  than  it  is  attacked  by  the  weevil.  The  price  of 
maize  varies  between  50  c.  (4rf.)  and  2  dol.  (Is.  4d.)  per  arroba 
(25  lbs.).  Manioc,  called  mandioca  in  Spanish,  is  still  the 
substitute  for  bread  with  a  great  number  of  the  peasant  population. 
In  the  towns  flour-mills  and  bakeries  have  been  set-up  and  bread 
has  largely  taken  the  place  of  manioc. 

Wheat  is  imported  from  the  Argentina.  Many  attempts  have 
been  made  to  grow  this  cereal  in  Paraguay,  but  hitherto  without 
success. 

Sugar-cane  grows  well  and  there  are  numerous  plantations 
scattered  over  the  country ;  but  as  yet  little  advantage  has  been 
derived  from  its  cultivation.  No  sugar  is  produced.  A  company 
has  lately  been  formed  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  con- 
struction, and  of  working  a  sugar  factory  at  Ibitimi  on  the  railway, 
the  ownter  of  which  became  bankrupt  before  the  buildings  and 
works  could  be  finished.  The  required  capital,  however,  has  not 
yet:befen  subscribed.  Almost  the  sole  use  to  which  the  Paraguayans 
put  their  sugar-cane  is  for  distillation,  out  of  which  they  manu- 
facture cafia  or  rum.  Crushing  mills  made  of  wood  and  small 
distilleries  abound  all  over  the  country. 

Tobacco  has  already  been  mentioned  under  the  heading 
exports. 

Alfalfa  (lucerne)  gives  from  four  to  five  crops  in  the  year  and 
sells  at  from  30  c.  to  tfbout  1  dol.  30  c.  per  arroba.  The  weeds 
are  said  to  interfere  considerably  with  the  cultivation  of  this  plant. 
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The  demand  for  vegetables  is  not  laige.  The  few  market  Vegetables, 
gardens  planted  in  and  around  Asuncion,  belonging  mostly  to 
Italians,  supply  the  market.  Vegetables  which  can  bear  the 
journey  to  Buenos  Ayres,  such  as  tomatoes,  chillies,  peas,  beans, 
cucumbers,  and  onions,,  might  be  advantageously  cultivated,  on  a 
larger  scale  than  is  done  at  present,  provided  the  land  on  which 
they  are  grown  lies  within  easy  distance  of  the  rivers  Paraguay  0? 
Parana.  They  reach  maturity  here  at  a  season  when  they  are 
unobtainable  in  Buenos  Ayres  and  Montevideo,  and  consequently 
fetch  good  prices. 

Palms,  ferns,  and  a  few  kinds  of  flowering  plants  and  shrubs  Ferns,  flowers, 
are  exported  by  some  of  the  Italian  gardeners  to  the  River  Plate.    &c. 

Coffee  is  still  in  the  experunental  stage  of  cultivation,  but  Coffee, 
nujnerous  plantations  are .  now  being  made  in  different  parts  of 
the  country,  and  especially  in  the  Government  settlements,  the 
largest  plantation  is  to  be  found  in  the  Department  of  Emboscada, 
near  the  colony  of  San  Bernardino,  a  German  settlement  situated 
on  the  northern  shore  of  Ipacaray  Lagoon,  which  lies  close  to  the 
railway  station  ©f  Patifio-cu£  and  distant  from  Asuncion  ^tbout 
36  kiloms.  There  are  in  this  plantation  already  some  200,000 
trees  bearing  fruit,  which  is  declared  by  some  to  be  superior  \g 
the  £i$zilian  berry.  The  results  so  far  are  considered  satisfactory 
and  encoui^ging,  but  whether  the  venture  will  ultimately  prove 
a  profitable  one  it  is  not  at  present  possible  to  say.  The  Govern- 
ment assists  coffee  planters  by  granting  them  facilities  for  acquiring 
seed,  Qnd  by  offering  a  reward  of  30  c.  for  eyery  plant  transplanted 
and  in  good  condition  at  the  time  of  the  application.  .  A  loan  of 
30  c.  for  each  plant  may  also  be  obtained,  and  if  granted  is  payable 
in  two  yearly  instalments  of  15  a  per  plant. 

Kice  is  grown  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  principally  in  fiiee. 
Guambar^  and  Ipan£,  and  is  said  to  give  good  returns.    It  is, 
however,  only  cultivated  on  a  very  small  scale. 

,  The  cotton  tree  is  also  cultivated  here  and  there  in  small  Cotton, 
quantities.  The  quality  is  excellent.  Were  labourers  reliable 
and  procurable  in  sufficient  numbers,  there  is  no  reason  why 
cotton  should  not  be  cultivated  on  a  larger  scale  than  it  is  at 
present.  The  Agricultural  Bank  (Banco  Auricula)  is  prepared  to 
buy  cotton  with  the  seed  at  4  doL  (at  present  equivalent  to  2a.  (k£) 
per  arrob^  and  cleaned  at  12  dol.  or  7*.  6d  per  arroba  (25  lbs,). 

There  are  several  kinds  of  textile  plants  to  be  found  in  the  other  textile 
country,  among  which  may  be  mentioned  Caraguatja,  which  is  a  plants, 
species  of  wild  pineapple  and  grows  in  profusion  in  many  parts. 
Bdmie  has  been  grown  successfully  in  various  parts  and  it  waS| 
found  that  four  or  five  gatherings  could  be  made  in  the  course  of 
a  year ;  but  the  plantations  had  to  be  abandoned,  owing  to  the 
want  of  decorticating  machinery. 

The  coco-palm  abounds  in  all  parts  of  the  country.     The  oil  Coco-palm  oil. 
produced  from  the  kernel  is  said  to  be  of  excellent  quality,  and  is 
used  here  chiefly  in  the  manufacture  of  soap.     Samples  of  this 
oil  have  been  sent  to  Europe  by  the  Agricultural  Bank  in  Asuncion 
and  orders  have  been  received  from  England  and  Italy  for  large^ 


Digitized  by  LiOOQ IC 


14 


PARAGUAY. 


Need  of  coc> 
nut  crushing 
machines. 


Agricultural 
Unk. 


Cattle- 
breeding. 


Price  of  land, 


quantities,  far  larger  than  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  bank  to 
supply  at  present  The  price  paid  by  the  bank  for  the  kernel  is 
2  dol.  70  c.  per  25  lbs.  It  would  be  right  perhaps  to  mention  here 
that  for  the  proper  development  of  the  coco  oil  business  in  this 
country  good  hand-machines  for  cracking  the  nuts  are  required. 
The  few  already  in  use  are  put  together  in  Asuncion,  and  do  not 
give  good  results.  The  machine  should  be  constructed  to  crack 
the  shell  without  damaging  the  kernel,  and  should  turn  out  about 
50  lbs.  of  nuts  per  hour.  The  shells  should  be  broken  just 
sufficiently  to  enable  a  man  to  extract  the  kernel  afterwards  with 
his  hands,  and  at  least  90  per  cent,  of  the  kernels  should  issue 
whole  from  the  machine.  The  machine  ought  to  be  as  simple  as 
possible  in  construction  and  made  of  strong  material  The  price 
ought  not  to  exceed  10/.  As  the  nut  is  not  of  a  uniform  size 
a  kind  of  sifter  should  be  inserted  which  would  convey  the  large 
and  small  nuts  to  crackers  of  corresponding  size.  A  certain 
number  of  machines  of  this  description  would  be  certain  to  find 
a  ready  sale. 

It  is  through  the  medium  of  the  Agricultural  Bank  that  the 
efforts  of  the  Government  are  directed  towards  assisting  agri- 
culturists, especially  tobacco  and  coffee  planters.  This  establish- 
ment is  empowered  to  distribute  seeds  and  plants  at  cost  price 
or  sometimes  gratis,  and  to  grant  loans  at  low  rates  of  interest,  to 
found  new  industries  as  well  as  encourage  those  already  existing, 
to  introduce  and  make  known  modern  methods  of  cultivation,  to 
repair  roads,  construct  bridges  and  to  seek  fresh  markets  for  the 
produce  of  the  country.  The  nominal  capital  of  the  bank  is 
3,260,000  dol.,  but  by  a  law  dated  October  6,  1896,  this  has  been 
supplemented  by  a  further  sum  of  1,000,000  dol. 

Cattle-breeding  is  a  better  paying  business  than  most  others 
at  present  carried  on  in  Paraguay ;  it  is,  at  least,  said  to  be  one 
of  the  safest.  The  yearly  increase  on  the  entire  herd  on  an 
estancia  may  be  reckoned  at  from  25  to  35  per  cent.,  but  the 
latter  figure  would  probably  only  be  reached  on  estancias  where 
the  animals  receive  proper  care  and  where  the  pasture  is  above 
the  average. 

Epizootic  diseases  among  cattle  are  of  rare  occurrence,  though 
there  are  other  dangers  to  which  they  are  frequently  exposed  and 
to  which  they  often  fall  victims.  These  are  fly  and  snake  bites, 
maggots,  droughts,  and,  occasionally,  jaguars. 

The  best  camps  are  to  be  found  in  tile  departments  of  Villa 
Conception,  San  Pedro,  San  Estanislaus,  Ajos,  Misiones,  Ncembucu, 
Caacupii,  and  Caazapa.  A  square  league  of  land  (5,760  acres) 
can  be  purchased  for  45/.  and  upwards,  the  price  varying  accord- 
ing to  the  class  of  land,  situation,  and  the  kind  of  grass  which  it 
produces.  Some  land  belonging  to  the  Anglo-Paraguayan  Com- 
pany, Limited,  who  own  some  3,460  square  miles  of  land  in  the 
Republic,  was  recently  sold  for  as  much  as  500/.  a  league,  but 
this  is  quite  an  exceptional  price  to  pay,  and  any  quantity  of  land, 
perhaps  equally  as  good,  can  be  bought  for  considerably  less  than 
half  that  sum* 
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When    buying    land  in   Paraguay   great    caution    roust    be  Caution  to 
exercised,  as  the  titles   may  be,  and  very   often   are,   defective,  purchasers. 
Before  signing  a  contract,  therefore,  the  opinion  of  a  respectable 
lawyer  should  be  taken  as  to  the  validity  of  the  vendor's  title. 

With  the  exception  of  the  yerba,  timber,  tobacco,  and  fruit-  industries, 
growing  industries  there  are  but  few  of  much  importance  carried 
on  in  this  country.  There  are  several  breweries,  tanneries,  match 
factories  and  Hour  mills  established  in  and  near  Asuncion.  There 
is  also  a  soap  factory  near  the  town,  and  hoap  of  a  fairly  good 
quality  is  manufactured  from  the  oil  of  the  palm-nut.  Bricks 
and  tiles,  earthenware  jars  and  bottles,  brooms,  and  palm-leaf 
hats,  ice,  preserves  of  fruit,  soda  water,  cigars  and  cigarettes,  and 
candles,  are  also  manufactured  in  the  capital  and  various  other 
parts  of  the  country.  Distilleries  for  the  production  of  cana— a 
very  pure  kind  of  rum — exist,  as  I  have  already  observed,  all  over 
the  country.  A  peculiar  and  pretty  kind  of  lace  is  made  by  the 
women  ;  also  table-cloths,  napkins,  couuterpanes,  shirts,  and 
excellent  hammocks  of  coarse  native-grown  cotton.  Tallow  and 
wax  candles  are  also  made  by  the  women. 

There  are  two  lines  of  passenger  steamers  plying  between  the  Shipping, 
port  of  Asuncion  and  the  River  Plate,  each  of  which  runs  one 
steamer  weekly.      There  is    also   a  fortnightly   service  of    the 
Brazilian  Lloyd's  boats  (cargo  only)    between    Montevideo   and 
Corumba,  calling  at  Buenos  Ayres  and  Asuncion. 

The  following  is  a  return  of  shipping  at  the  Port  of  Asuncion 
for  the  past  year,  as  issued  by  the  captain  of  the  port : — 


Entered. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Steamers. 

Argentine    ..         ..         ..          ..         . . 

Uruguayan 

Brazilian     ..         ..         ..         . .         . . 

Spanish       

293 

27 

88 

1 

Total 

859 

Cleabed. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Steamers. 

Argentine    ••         «•         

Uruguayan 

Brazilian 

Spanish       

286 

25 

87 

1 

Total 

849 

The  revenue  in  1895,  as  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Minister  Finance, 
of  Finance,  exceeded  that  of  the  previous  year  by  865,427  dol.  2  a, 
(2441)  B 
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and    amounted    to    5,120,247    dol.   29    c,    derived    from   the 
following  sources : — 


Description. 

Amount. 

Customs  dues 

Sa'e  and  lease  of  public  lands         •  • 
Various          

Dol.        c. 

4,519,812    65 

118,6' 0     55 

486,774      9 

Total  revenue 

5,120,247    29 

The  expenditure  amounted   to  4,992,006   doL   84  c,  and  is 
made  up  as  follows : — 


Description. 

Amount 

Estiira'ed  ordinary  expenditure 

Amortisation,  internal  debt 

Service  of  foreign  debt 

Extraordinary  expenditure 

Dol.         c. 

3,179,878  8 
35,350  0 
73,877    79 

1,703,405    97 

Total  expenditure     .. 

4,992,006    84 

Imports  during  the  same  year,  amounting  to  2,460,050  dol. 
3  a,  show  an  increase  of  237,847  dol.  27  c.  gold  over  those  of  the 
preceding  year,  amounting  to  2,222,202  dol.  76  c. 

Exports  also  increased  ;  in  1894  they  amounted  to  1,807,914 
dol.  86  c.  gold,  and  in  1895  to  2,545,745  dol.,  showing  an  increase 
of  737,830  dol.  14  c. 

The  following  table  shows  the  revenue  and  expenditure  returns 
for  the  years  1893-95 :— 


Year. 

Revenue. 

Expenditure. 

Average  Bate 

of  Exchange  to 

the  1/. 

1898 

1894 

1895 

Dol.       c. 
5,775,899    29 
4,910,472    27 
5,120,247    29 

Dol.        c. 
5,852,720    75 
5,857,497    46 
4,992,006    84 

Dol.    c. 
30    80 
80    70 
28      0 

Of  the  estimates  for  1897,  as  sanctioned  by  Congress,  only  the 
estimated  expenditure  is  published  in  the  official  journal,  the 
revenue  being  omitted. 
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Amount. 

Interior          

Foreign  Affaire         .,         

Finance          

Justice,  Public  Education,  and  Worship    . . 

War  and  Marine       

Various          

Total          

Dol.          c. 

1,181,844      0 

44,700       0 

273,144       0 

354,000      0 

40",620      0 

1,251,475     92 

3,505,783    92 

After  prolonged  negotiations  between  the  agent  of  the  bond-  Foreign  delt. 
holders  in  Asun  )ion  and  the  Government,  an  arrangement  for  the 
payment  of  the  arrears  of  interest  on  the  1886  bonds  was  drawn  up 
in  September,  1895.  This  arrangement,  approved  by  Congress  on 
"November  12  of  the  same  year,  was  accepted  by  the  bondholders, 
both  English  and  Belgian,  after  an  unsuccessful  attempt  had  been 
made  to  obtain  a  higher  rate  of  interest  and  better  security. 

The  following  are  the  bases  of  this  arrangement. 

The  service  of  interest  on  the  bonds  of  1886  to  be  reduced 
from  January  1,  1896,  as  follows: — 

For  the  first  three  years,  to  1  per  cent,  per  annum ;  for  the 
next  three  years,  to  1£  per  cent,  per  annum ;  for  the  next  three 
years,  to  2  per  cent,  per  annum  ;  for  the  next  two  years,  to  2-J  per 
cent,  per  annum.  Thenceforth,  till  the  extinction  of  the  debt,  to 
3  per  cent  per  annum. 

The  sinking  fund  shall  be  J  per  cent,  per  annum  upon  the 
capital,  commencing  on  January  1,  1900,  the  Government  having 
the  power  to  increase  it  should  they  think  fit,  and  commence 
earlier  if  they  may  consider  it  desirable. 

As  security  the  State  assigns  the  export  duties  on  yerba,  cne- 
twelfth  part  of  the  sum  required  for  the  annual  service  to  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  agent  at  Asuncion  on  the  firsj)  day  of 
each  month.  If  these  duties  are  insufficient  to  provide  the 
necessary  amount,  the  deficiency  is  to  be  made  good  by  the 
Government. 

A  few  months  back  the  foreign  debt  account  stood  as 
follows : — 


Bonds  in  circulation  on  July  1, 1892,  date  when  interest  as 

per  arrangement  of  1 885  was  suspended 

Arrears  of  interest  funded,  as  per  arrangement  of  1895 
Bonds  emitted  to  cover  expenses        


Total  debt 


Amount. 

£ 

834,500 

100,140 

60,000 


994,640 


The  climate  of  Paraguay  is,  on  the  whole,  healthy,  though  Climate. 
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Public  health. 


somewhat  trying.  The  temperature  in  the  shade  during  the 
summer  months  seldom  rises  above  100°  Fahr.,  but  it  is  often  as 
high  as  98°.  Australians  who  have  resided  here  declare  that  in 
the  northern  parts  of  the  colony  the  heat,  though  greater  than  in 
Paraguay,  is  far  more  bearable,  doubtless  because  the  atmosphere 
there  is  drier.  In  winter  the  temperature  is  extremely  variable. 
Sometimes,  for  weeks  together  it  is  almost  as  hot  as  in  summer, 
and  at  others  the  mercury  falls  as  low  as  40°,  and  on  low  ground 
even  to  freezing  point,  though  this  rarely.  It  is  during  the 
summer  months  (December,  January,  February,  and  March)  that 
most  rain  falls ;  storms  from  the  north  and  south,  invariably 
followed  by  a  lower  temperature,  being  of  frequent  occurrence. 
There  is,  however,  no  fixed  rainy  season,  and  a  drought  of  many 
weeks'  duration  is  as  likely  to  happen  in  summer  as  in  winter. 

Epidemic  diseases  occur  very  rarely.  During  the  past  six 
months,  however,  the  state  of  public  health  has  been  very  bad. 
An  epidemic  of  malarial  fever,  in  most  cases  followed  by  severe 
disorders  of  the  stomach  and  extreme  debility,  has  been  rife  in 
the  town  of  Asuncion  ever  since  the  month  of  December  last,  and  is 
only  now  showing  signs  of  diminishing.  Quite  90  per  cent,  of 
the  inhabitants  have  been  attacked  by  the  disease,  and  to  not  a 
few  it  has  proved  fatal. 


Annex  A. — Return  showing  Value  of  Imports,  Exports,  and 
Customs  Revenue  for  the  Years  1893-95. 


Year. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Customs  Dues. 

Average 
Price  of  Gold. 

1893  .. 

1894  .. 

1895  .. 

Dollars  (gold). 
2,533,298 
2,222,202 
2,460,050 

Dollara. 

7,994,815 
11,100,597 
12,728,626 

Dollars. 
4,310,653 
3,799,632 
4,519,812 

615 
614 
560 
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Price. 
.  Id. 
.  ltd. 
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.  lid 
.     Id. 


No. 

1675.  Warsaw 

1676.  Havana 

1677.  Berlin 

1678.  Beira 

1679.  Saigon 

1680.  Trebizond Id. 

1681.  Vera  Cm* lid. 

1682.  Patras Id. 

1688.  La  Rochelle lid. 

1684.  Madrid         lid, 

1685.  Belgrade 2d. 

1686.  Algiers        5<L 

1687.  Galveston 2id. 

1688.  New  Orleans          ..         ..  2d. 

1689.  Soakin          Id. 

1690.  Pernambaco Id. 

1691.  Guatemala lid. 

1692.  Guayaquil Id. 

1693.  Wenchow Id. 

1694.  Piraeus          8d. 

1695.  Tokio           3d. 

1696.  Marseille* Id. 

1697.  Manila         Id. 

1698.  Jerusalem    ..         ..         ..  Id. 

1699.  Cherbourg   ..         ..         ..2d. 

1700.  Leghorn       lid. 

1701.  Boston         lid. 

1702.  Kiungchow Id. 

1703.  Naples         2id. 

1704.  Stockholm 2d. 

1705.  Corunna 2d. 

1706.  Rio  de  Janeiro        ..         ..  2}d. 

1707.  San  Jose* Id. 

1708.  Paramaribo 2d. 

1709.  Brest lid. 

1710.  Montevideo id. 

1711.  Charleston 2^d. 

1712.  Baltimore Id. 

1713.  Tripoli         Id. 

1714.  Callao          id. 

1715.  Ningpo        Id. 

1716.  Dunkirk lid. 

1717.  Batoum        2d. 

1718.  Haukow       Hd. 

1719.  Foochow 8id. 

1720.  Syra  ..         , id. 

1721.  Panama       Id. 

1722.  Butavia        Hd. 

1723.  Genoa           3d. 

1724.  Cagliari        2id. 

1725.  Chicago        /id. 

1726.  Trieste         Id. 

1727.  Hakodate Id. 

1728.  Mannheim Id. 

1729.  Panama       Id. 

1780.  Caracas        Id. 

1731.  Riga did. 

1782.  Tokio           lid. 

1783.  Tainan         id. 

1784.  Fortland 3d. 

1735.  Fiume          ..         .,         ,.  lid.. 


No.  Price. 

1786.  Taganrog 2d. 

1737.  Swatow        Id. 

1788.  Chungking Hd. 

1789.  Angora        lid. 

1740.  Shanghai 24d. 

1741.  Bilbao          3id. 

1742.  Tahiti          lid. 

1748.  New  Caledonia       ..         ..lid. 

1744.  Amoy          Hd. 

1745.  Ichang         ..       -  ..         ••  Id. 

1746.  Berlin          id. 

1747.  Rio  de  Janeiro       ..         ..  5 id 

1748.  Porto  Rico lid. 

1749.  Montevideo lid. 

1750.  8an  Francisco         ..         ••  3d. 

1751.  Cayenne •  id. 

1752.  Frankfort 3d. 

1758.  Malaga         8id. 

1754.  Soul Jd. 

1755.  Copenhagen 3d. 

1766.  Nice Id. 

1757.  Lisbon         lid. 

1758.  Nagasaki Id. 

1759.  Hamburg 2i<L 

1760.  Mozambique           ..         ..  2d. 

1761.  Cettinte       ljd. 

1762.  The  Hague lid. 

1768.  Cephalonia  ..         ..         o.  Id. 

1764.  Bahia           Id. 

1765.  Zanzibar Hd. 

1766.  Pakhoi         Id. 

1767.  New  York 2d. 

1768.  Chefoo         Id. 

1769.  Caracas        id. 

1770.  Palermo     i Hid. 

1771.  Mombasa id. 

1772.  Nice            lid. 

177a.  Bucharest 4id. 

1774.  Port8aid lid. 

1775.  Galatz          lid. 

1776.  Madrid         2d. 

1777.  Vienna         2d. 

1778.  Canton         Id. 

1779.  Yokohama lid. 

1780.  Newchwang Id. 

1781.  Wuhu           Id. 

1782.  Athens         2d. 

1783.  Tonga          id. 

1784.  Smyrna        id. 

1785.  Baghdad Id. 

1786.  Hiogo  and  Osaka    ..         ..  4id. 

1787.  Bangkok Id. 

1788.  Odessa          2d. 

1789.  Naples          2d. 

1790.  Beyrout        Id. 

1791.  Tunis            lid. 

1792.  Kiukiang 3d. 

1793.  Bangkok Id. 

1794.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul  . .         . .  Id. 

1795.  Valparaiso 4d. 

1796.  Brindisi       2id. 
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PERSIA. 

BUSHIRE. 

Consul  General  Wilson  to  the  Marquis  of  Salisbury. 

My  Lord,  Bushire,  July  18,  1896, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Trade  Report  of 
this  Consular  District,  together  with  a  separate  Report  on  the 
Trade  of  Mohammerah  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Vice-Consul  McDouall. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        FRED.  A.  WILSON. 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Consular  District  of 
Buskirefor  the  Year  1895. 
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General  Remarks. 

The  year  1895,  unfortunately,  has  not  continued  the  improve- 
ment in  trade  which  was  begun  in  1894,  there  being  a  fallingoff  in 
imports  of  over  133,000/.  and  in  exports  of  over  33,000Z. 
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The  chief  causes  of  this  falling-off  were  the  depreciation  of  the 
kran  (during  the  greater  part  of  the  year)  both  in  relation  to  the 
1/.  sterling  a!nd  to  the  rupee,  large  accumulations  of  stock  of  the 
previous  year  which  failed  to  go  off,  locusts,  high  rates  of  trans- 
port, the  general  poverty  throughout  the  Shiraz  district,  caused  by 
repeated  bad  years,  and,  in  the  case  of  some  exports,  the  fall  in 
market  prices. 

Among  the  imports  an  increase  is  shown  in  the  case  of  arms 
and  ammunition,  candles,  cotton  goods,  iron,  and  kerosine  oil,  and 
a  decrease  in  glassware,  gold  lace,  indigo,  copper,  chinaware,  sugar, 
tea,  and  woollen  goods. 

In  exports  there  is  an  increase  in  the  case  of  dates,  almonds, 
wheat,  rosewater,  shells,  tobacco,  and  carpets,  and  a  decrease  in 
horses,  arms,  cotton,  gum,  hides  and  skins,  opium,  silk,  and  wool. 

Details  in  each  case  are  given  below. 

During  the  year  the  Clan  line  of  steamers  discontinued  run- 
ning, and  two  new  lines  commenced.  The  "British  and  Colonial, 
and  the  Messageries  Maritimes.  This  latter  line,  which  is  French, 
is  running  entirely  under  orders  of  the  French  Government,  and 
the  company  are  not  even  attempting,  seemingly,  to  make  it  pay 
commercially.  Freights  have  not  been  affected,  and  continued 
steady  throughout  the  year  ranging  from  1/.  2s.  6d.  to  1/.  Is. 

A  feature  in  the  freight  market  was  the  change  of  the  tonnage 
scale  for  bagged  wheat,  from  20  cwts.  to  18  cwts.  per  ton. 

A  German  firm,  Joh.  Werth  and  Co.,  tried  to  start  business 
in  Bushire,  but  their  methods  seem  not  to  have  recommended 
themselves  to  the  Persians,  and  their  venture  has  resulted  in 
bankruptcy  to  the  firm,  and  a  strong  prejudice  against  Germans 
among  the  Persian  merchants  here. 

Though  1895  cannot  be  considered  even  a  fairly  good  year, 
the  prospects  of  1896  are  very  much  worse,  and  there  seems  every 
likelihood  of  its  being  one  of  the  worst  years  on  record.  It 
opened  badly,  and  continued  worse,  and  most  of  the  firms  here 
tell  me  that  there  is  nearly  literally  nothing  doing. 

Imports, 

Arms  and  Theoretically  this  trade  is  prohibited  by  the  Persian  Govern- 

ammunition.  ment,  but  like  all  similar  prohibitions  in  Persia,  this  practically 
only  substitutes  an  arbitrary  impost  for  a  fixed  duty,  and  the 
large  inorease  in  the  values  shown  are  mainly  due  to  higher 
valuation  caused  by  the  raising  of  this  impost  by  the  local  autho- 
rities, though  there  was  also  a  slightly  increased  demand  in  Dashti 
and  Dashtistan. 

Candlas.  There  was  a  greater  demand  for  candles  in  Shiraz  and  Ispahan, 

and  the  imports  consequently  slightly  increased. 

Cotton  good*.  ^n  SP^  °f  a  certain  amount  of  accumulation  at  the  end  of 
last  year  owing  to  dearness  of  transport,  the  low  prices  in  Man- 
chester led  to  large  imports  of  cotton  goods  during  the  year,  and 
the  large  advance  recorded  last  year  h^  been  still  further  in* 
creased  by  over  38,000/. 
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Owing  to  the  scarcity  in  Shiraz  and  dear  exchange,  the  im-  Copper  and 
ports  of  copper  fell  off  by  18,056/.,  but  iron  showed  a  small  increase.  Iron. 

The  market  was  dull  and  the  imports  fell  off  by  rather  more  Chinaware.    • 
than  4,000/. 

Prices  fell  in  Shiraz  and  Ispahan,  and  caused  a  decrease  of  G,laM  •** 
1,389/.  glawware. 

Importers  have  been  importing  inferior  qualities,  and  prices  Gold  ltce  and 
have  accordingly  fallen,  ^hich  accounts  for  the  slight  falling-off  gold  thread, 
in  these  articles. 

The  depreciation  of  the  kran  affected  this  article,  and  caused  Indigo, 
a  decrease  of  over  13,900/. 

There  was  an  increased  demand  for  this  article  and  also  a  rise  Kerosene.oiL 
in  prices,  which  resulted  in  a  slight  increase. 

There  has  been  a  falling  off  of  13,900/.  in  the  case  of  loaf  and  &ug*r,  loaf 
also  in  that  of  moist  sugar,  the  causes  being  the  depreciation  of  **  ^ 
the  kran  and  a  rise  in  prices  in  Europe. 

The  strong  demand  which  there  was  last  year  was  not  kept Te*- 
up,  chiefly  owing  to  the  depreciation  of  the  kran,  and  the  year 
shows  a  decrease  of  2,778/. 

Cheap  prices  in  Manchester  caused  a  small  increased  im-  Thread  and 
portation.  twi-t 

Dearness  of  exchange  caused  a  falling-off  of  over  6,950/.  in  the  Woollen 
imports  of  this  material  s00** 

Exports. 

Owing  to  the  large  exportation  of  horses  from  Basrah  and  less  Hones, 
demand  for  Persians  in  the  Bombay  market,  not  so  many  horses 
were  shipped  this  year  as  last. 

These  are  really  only  transhipped  in  Bushire,  but  are  usually  Anns  and 
kept  a  short  time  before  re-shipping,  owing  to  restrictions  on ammunitXon* 
account  of  the  nominal  embargo  on  guns ;  these  restrictions  were 
slightly  increased,  and  more  arms  imported  direct  to  Muscat  and 
the  other  markets  on  the  Arab  coast  usually  fed  from  Bushire,  so 
that  business  fell  off  4,944/. 

The  locusts  again  ravaged  this  crop,  which  had,  besides,  been  Cotton- 
kept  small  from  fear  of  their  re-appearance,  so  that  the  decrease 
of  over  8,300/.  is  not  surprising. 

An  increase  of  a  few  hundred  pounds  occurred  in  the  export  of  !>****• 
dates,  the  increased  demand  being  in  the  Indian  market. 

In  this  article  also  the  Indian  market  showed  an  increased  -^Imondg. 
demand,  and  nearly  5,500/.  worth  more  than  last  year  were 
exported. 

In  spite  of  embargoes  the  export  of  wheat  made  a  further  Wheat 
advance  of  47,222/.,  owing  chiefly  to  the  greater  demand  in  Eng- 
land, and  partly  to  some  of  the  stocks  which  usually  go  to  Basrah 
being  diverted  to  Bushire  by  the  better  prices  ruling  there. 

Large  efforts  were  made  last  year  on  an  already  glutted  market Qwau 
so  that  this  year  the  demand  was  very  small,  and  a  decrease  of 
nearly  4,000/.  is  easily  accounted  for. 

The  market  in  these  articles,  too,  was  much  over-stocked,  and  *J*dei  "^ 
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Opium. 

Roee  water. 
Sbellf. 


Silk. 
Tobacco. 


Wool. 


Carpel*. 


the  exports  this  year  consequently  show  an  appreciable  falling-off 
of  4,333/. 

Prices  in  China  were  bad,  which,  added  to  the  depreciation  of 
the  kran,  caused  a  heavy  fall  of  69,445/.  in  the  amount  exported 
during  1895. 

An  increased  demand  in  India  caused  a  slightly  increased 
exportation. 

Next  to  none  having  been  exported  last  year,  the  European 
market  recovered  itself  and  exporters  got  rid  of  rather  more  than 
5,500/.  worth  more  than  last  year. 

Poor  markets  in  India  caused  a  small  falling-off  of  some  167/. 

Shows  an  increased  export  of  over  11,000/.  worth,  but  this 
really  represents  the  accumulated  stocks  of  3  years  which  were 
shut  up  owing  to  the  opposition  of  the  mullahs  to  the  Soci&jS  du 
Tombac  referred  to  in  the  previous  year's  report  This  opposition 
was  broken  down  towards  the  end  of  last  year,  and  the  Soci£t6 
were  able  to  buy  freely  with  the  above  result. 

The  bad  prices  realised  in  1894,  and  a  scarcity  of  the  article 
caused  by  a  reckless  waste  of  ewes  killed  to  procure  astrakan 
caused  a  falling-off  of  6,611/. 

The  Syrian  market  showed  an  enormously  increased  demand 
which  led  to  an  increased  exportation  to  the  extent  of  over 
27,778/. 


Miscellaneous. 

Exchange.  Exchange  was  bad  throughout  the  year.     It  opened  at  67£ 

krans  per  1/.  sterling  and  fell  to  53  krans  in  the  middle  of  the 
year  and  closed  at  53£  krans.  It  was  highest  in  February  at 
58£  krans,  and  lowest  in  November  at  52  krans. 

Mule  hire.  Mule  hire  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  was  200  krans 

per  100  mdns  (775  lbs.),  but  fell  in  March  to  80  krans  and  again 
rose  in  April  to  115  krans,  closing  at  the  end  of  the  year  at 
75  krans. 

Freights.  Freights  remained  steady  throughout  the  year  varying  only 

from  1/.  1*.  to  11  2s.  6rf.  During  the  year  shipowners  charged 
the  tonnage  rate  of  bagged  wheat  from  20  to  18  cwts.  per  ton. 

The  Clan  line,  which  started  running  in  1894,  discontinued 
doing  so ;  but  two  new  lines,  the  British  and  Colonial  and  the 
Messageries  Maritimes  commenced  to  run.  The  Messageriee 
Maritimes  only  run  1  boat  which  they  put  on  the  run,  against 
their  own  will  at  the  orders  of  their  Government,  and  they  do 
not  seem  to  be  anxious  or  likely  to  cause  much  competition  against 
the  older  lines. 
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Annex  1. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Bughire 
during  the  Years  1895-94. 


Article*. 

1896. 

1894. 

Quantity. 

Value, 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Antmala,  horses    „. 

Arma  and  ammunition 

_ »»                   it           

Cattle         

Cotton,  raw          w 

Cotton  goods        

Dates 

Drugs  and  medicines      

,,               „            ...       ... 

Dyeing  and  colouring  materials 

Fruits  and  regetablcs 

Almonds ...       . . 

Other  kinds      

Grain  and  pulse- 
Wheat     „       ... 

Barley     

Other  kinds       

Gum...       

Hides  and  skins 

JeweUery    ~       ...       

Opium        .M       

Pearls        M 

Perfumery  (rosewater) 

Provisions— 
Ghee       

»»          —       •••       ••• 

Loaf  sugar        _ 

Other  kinds      _ 

Seeds          ...       M 

Shells,  mother*o'-pearl 

Silk,  raw     

Tobacco      

Wool...       

Woollen  goods  (carpets) 

Other  articles       .?.       ~       .'.'. 

:::•:::::::       :  :       ::::::?       :   :       :  5  :  i  !  :   :  :  :  : 

402 

67 

4,000 

6,000 

728 

478 

17,679 

739 

1,173 

11,164 
2,343 

886,266 

27,698 

666 

17,094 

2,933 

18 

2,4*0 

£427 
6,846 

1,087 

817 

602 

6,184 

6,819 

217 

17,988 

6,626 

M27J 

8,360 
}     26,444 
1,000 
1,226 
10,394 
3,040 
760 

"'928 

16,638 
1,177 

68,847 

3,078 

187 

6,904 

13,036 

1,090 

188,678 

}       4,798 

1,691 

'iJ226 
696 

1,974 
10,426 

4,867 
16,274 

9,722 

106J994 
6,141 

472 

f          77 

\     4,000 

8,000 

8,687 

94 

16,667 

1,700 
1,642 

9,378 
2,216 

131.460 
2,681 
4,037 
20,160 
8,916 
6 
8,867 

\     6,191 

126 

89 
826 
7,080 
2,688 
167 
4^826 
9,291 
1,018* 

8,933 

I     80,406 

1,833 
9,701 
1,161 
2,697 

T.672 
744 

10,618 
889 

21,299 

274 

1,018 

10,866 

17,404 

1,400 

263,461 

1,789 

}       4,879 

"'247 
66 
816 
2,627 
4,242 
4,661 
4,238 
16,846 
78,782 

5.378 

Total       .M       

Specie     

... 

608,874 
24,968 

•M 

492,121 
69,714 

Grand  total       „* 

... 

628,827 

... 

661,836 
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Annex  2. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  'Busbiris 
during  the  Years  1895-94 


1896. 

1894. 

Article*. 

Packages... 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Apparel      

77 

1,922 

74 

1,860 

Arms  and  ammunition   ... 

„ 

711 

66,301 

479 

37,678 

Books  and  printed  matter 

Cases 

147 

1,806 

107 

1,660 

Candles       

*i 

7,550 

3,670 

1,678 

706 

Coffee         ...       ...       

Cwta. 

277 

1,259 

209 

sa 

Cotton  goods        .~       

Packages... 

28,469 

633,200 

29,563 

692,962 

Thread  and  twist 

it 

1,014 

13,866 

988 

13,786 

Dates          

Cwts. 

8,250 

1,383 

8,807 

1,371 

Prugs  and  medicines      ...       ... 

Dyeing  and  colouring  materials 

Packages ... 

2,933 

7,722 

4,103 

7,917 

i» 

470 

1,424 

667 

1,321 

Fuel 

Tons 

3,63ft 

4,590 

3,094 

8,000 

Furniture 

Packages ... 

228 

2,624 

221 

8,040 

Qlast  and  glassware        

t,        ••• 

2,124 

4,084 

8,001 

6,526 

Gold  lace  and  thread       

Cases 

15 

576 

... 

... 

*«                    it          •••       ••• 

Packages... 

... 

... 

26 

1,027 

Grain  and  pulse    

Cwts. 

18,181 

4,616 

4,812 

1,337 

Haberdashery       

Packages... 

89 

1,460 

163 

2,493 

Hardware  and  cutlery     ... 

„ 

814 

3,277 

417 

1,606 

Indigo        

Cwts. 

3,266 

38,294 

4,651 

62,879 

Jute,  manufactures  of     

Packages ... 

1,322 

6,444 

676 

2.927 

Lamps  and  lampware     

t»       ••• 

68 

1,006 

... 

... 

it                »»           •••       ••• 

Cases 

255 

.,456 

Leather,  and  manufactures  of  ... 

Packages ... 

186 

1,714 

67 

648 

Liquors,  wines,  and  spirits 

„        ... 

3,196 

3,163 

2,664 

3,540 

Matches      ...       ...                 ... 

Cases 

497 

1,297 

416 

1,063 

Metals- 

Copper     

Cwts. 

2,969 

7,579 

10,163 

26,639 

Tin          .. 

i, 

689 

2,871 

762 

3,133 

Iron         

„           ... 

6,734 

2,993 

4,426 

1,967 

Brass       

271 

602 

894 

1,987 

Other  sorts        

„ 

1,608 

1,198 

1,429 

1,060 

Metals,  manufactures  of 

Packages... 

2,631 

82,958 

... 

... 

o£.             "         "     - 

Cwts. 

... 

... 

466 

2,039 

Kerosene 

Cases 

13,492 

3.651 

12,644 

2,809 

Other  sorts        

Cwts. 

677 

261 

749 

531 

Porcelain  and  china  ware 

Packages... 

798 

6,058 

1,623 

10,721 

ProTiskm  and  oilman's  stores  ... 

it 

6,260 

3,626 

6,962 

4.138 

Silk,  manulactures  of     ... 

it        •• 

41 

2,872 

86 

6,868 

Silverware 

Cases 

6 

1,167 

6 

595 

Spices         

Cwts. 

4,091 

3,531 

12,466 

10,731 

Stationery 

Packages ... 

621 

?,682 

311 

2,141 

Soeir.  

Cases 

16,246 

24,363 

26,262 

38,380 

Soft         ...       

Bags        ... 

19,900 

24,299 

30,988 

87,814 

Tea 

Cwts. 

7,667 

42,876 

13,848 

74,668 

Timber  and  wood 

... 

... 

2,034 

... 

3,096 

Tobacco      „       ... 

Packages... 

lit 

1,294 

236 

660 

Watches  and  clocks 

Cases 

37 

1,044 

32 

751 

Woollen  goods      

Other  articles       

Packages  .M 

291 

15,812 
4,666 

468 

23,608 
6,601 

Total 

... 

984,606 

... 

1,000,400 

Specie     

... 

... 

32,812 

... 

19,108 

Grand  total       

1,016,917 

.- 

1,019,608 
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Annex  3.— Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Ex- 
ported  from  and  Imported  into  Bushire  to  and  froih  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1895-94 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1896. 

1894. 

1895. 

1894. 

Gveat  Britain  .. 

Other  European 
countries 

British  India  and 
colonies 

£*ypt   

Turkey 

A  siatic  Russia  ( Batoum ) 

Muscat  and  depen- 
dencies 

Bahrain  and  other 
maritime  States  in 
theGu'f       .. 

Zanzibar 

China    •  • 

Algiers 

£ 
156,794 

1,591 

68,844 
42,905 
40,844 

•  • 

3,462 

5,705 

571 

176,026 

£ 

97,465 

2fi0A 

104,259 
28,583 
62,928 

1,437 

8,064 

401 

228,694 

21 

£ 
679,723 

3S,808 

248,007 

1,890 

23,028 

2,778 

889 

819 

825 
8,048 

998,815 

£ 

684,109 

51,213 

888,389 
1,600 
9,777 
2,666 

1,832 

704 
1,091      . 
12,698 

Total     .. 

496,742 

529,754 

1,008,679 

Annex  4 — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Bushire  during 

the  Year  1895. 


EnrasD. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total 

'     Nationality. 

Number  cf 
Veraels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British       

German 

Persian       

Turkish      ... 

Muscat       

Arabian 

Norwegiaa 

Dutch 

30 

1*5 
36 
17 
35 

2,4C0 

MOO 
1,760 
1,700 
1,400 

132 
"l 

"l 

1 

170,434 
3,193 

1,388 

"994 
696 

162 

X 

136 
36 
17 
36 

1 
I 

172,834 
8,193 
6,400 
3,189 
1,700 
1,400 
994 
696 

Total      

„   lor  the  year 
preceding     ... 

i62 
316 

12,660 
26,800 

18* 
121 

176,706 
140,609 

390        !     189,866 
436        [    167,309 
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Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tom. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

::::::: 

30 
35 
120 

"l7 
35 

2,400 
1,750 
4,800 

l',700 
1,400 

130 
3 

"*8 
"l 

161,226 
4,668 

3,193 
696 

160 
38 

120 
3 

17 
85 

1 

163,626 

6,418 
4,800 
3,194 
1,700 
1,400 
696 

Total       

„    for  tho  year 
-preceding 

237 
315 

12,050 
26,800 

137 
118 

169,788 
133,677 

374 
433 

181,833 
160,477 

Annex  5. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Shiraz 
during  the  Years  1895-94. 


Articles. 


Cotton,  raw 

Drugs  and  medicines 

it              »i       ••• 
Fruit*  and  vegetables— 
Almonds 

Other  kinds 

Gold  and  gold  coin 
GuznM 


Hides  and  i 

upturn         ...        ...        ... 

Perfumery  (rosewater)    ... 

9 

Seeds         ...  "  ... 

80k—         " 

Raw        

Manufactures  of 

Tobacco      

Wool  "i       !".! 

Woonen  foods  (carpets) ... 
Other  articles  (antiques, 
mental  boxes,  Ac.)      „, 

Total       


Head 


Cwts. 
Bundles  ., 

Owts. 
Bundles  .. 
Cwts. 
Bundles  ., 
Lbs. 
Cwts. 
Packages., 
Pieces 
Bundles  . 
Chests     , 
Carboys  ., 
Cases 
Packages ., 
Cwts. 
Bundles  .. 


Bags 

Cwts. 


1896. 

1894. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

« 

476 

4,398 

620 

5,778 

^ 

10,186 

3,000 

4,667 

400 

593 

... 

... 

500 

278 

7.000 

9,446 

••• 

5,000 

11,111 

1,000 

926 

... 

... 

1,600 

917 

160 

8J333 

10,000 

5,666 

... 

... 

... 

300 

250 

86,000 

3,148 

... 

... 

... 

800 

14,222 

8,260 

228,704 

8,960 

286,278 

10,000  \ 
1,000  J 

1,667 

... 

... 

... 

2,000 

778 

1,600 

833 

#00 

"'833 

260 

3,241 

200 

1,778 

ltO 

3,833 

60 

1,111 

36,000 

19,446 

*•• 

... 

... 

... 

22,000 

26,889 

1,600 

1,944 

•  M 

... 

2,700 

60,000 

2,000 

44,444 

... 

8,704 

... 

2,222 

... 

366,466 

•- 

400,556 
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Annex  6. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  Shiraz 


during  the  Years  1895-94. 


189ft. 

1894. 

Articles. 

Cases       ... 

Quantity. 

1      Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Anns  and  ammunition 

160 

1          « 
4,167 

260 

6,111 

Candles       

ti 

1,700 

1          2,193 

4,200 

2,800 

Coffee 

Cwts. 

900 

556 

... 

,  # 

♦»             •••        •••        •••        ••• 

Packages... 

... 

... 

300 

1,000 

Couon  goods        „. 

Bales 

07,000 

I       682,408 

69,000 

855,656 

Thread  end  twist 

H 

400 

2,593 

400 

2,667 

Drugs  and  medicines      

Cases 

650 

6,019 

... 

»»                      :t               

Packages  „. 

... 

... 

726 

l"804 

filass  and  glassware        

Cases 

150 

833 

400 

2,133 

Gold  embroidered  doth 

Bales 

10 

463 

40 

1,222 

„    lace  and  thread       

Cases 

25 

463 

... 

800 

Hardware  and  cutlery     

,i 

46 

426 

200 

1,111 

IndJgo        

**           •" 

650 

12,037 

... 

— 

it            •••       •••       ...       ••• 

Bundles  ... 

... 

... 

600 

6,111 

Liquors,  wines,  and  spirits 

Cases      ... 

700 

3,241 

600 

6,338 

Metals- 

Copper    .- 

Cwts. 

8,600 

19,676 

10,000 

31,111 

Iron         ~ 

ii          ... 

750 

486 

2,000   • 

1|338 

Brass       

250 

463 

•M 

||                           ...                  M.                  .M 

Packages!!! 

... 

260 

778 

Tin          

Cwts.       ... 

"aoo 

667 

460 

1,600 

Other  sorts        

«,           ••• 

400 

889 

... 

•  M 

ii                ...       •••       ... 

Packages... 

... 

... 

660 

660 

Oil,  kerosene        «.       ...       «. 

Cases 

3,000 

1,667 

6,000 

3|333 

Porcelain  and  chinawart 

«t 

900 

2,600 

1,000 

3,778 

Mlk,  manufsctures  of     

Bales 

110 

2,408 

M* 

••• 

Spices         „.       .„       ...       •» 

Cwts. 

6,000 

7,778 

... 

... 

,«            »•*       ••«       «••       »— 

Packages... 

... 

... 

3,000 

6,000 

Sugar— 

Loaf        

Cwts. 

22,000 

21,186 

•  M 

— 

.          

Cases 

... 

... 

22,000 

44,000 

Crushed  

Cwts. 

80,000 

26,000 

... 

... 

||                       ...                    ...                    .M                    ... 

Bags 

... 

... 

14,000 

17,111 

Tea  ...       

Cafes 

16,000 

60,000 

12,000 

63,334 

Woollen  goods 

Bundles  ... 

100 

1,852 

180 

17,668 

Other  articles 

... 

... 

11,674 

17,156 

Total       ...       ^       ... 

[       861,543 

i 

... 

1,083,188 
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Annex  7.— Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Iingah 


during  the  Years  1895-94 


Articles. 

1895. 

1894, 

1 

Head 

Quantity. 

|     Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Animals      

£    m 

252 

£ 

656 

Arms  and  ammunition 

556 

... 

,.. 

Canvas       

Cwts."     ... 

"iia 

2,167 

840 

2,813 

Cattle         ...       ...       

Head 

3,000 

583 

2,857 

556 

Coffee         

Cwts.       ... 

1,386 

6,389 

2,471* 

9,611 

Coir  and  coir  rope 

1,292 

861 

Cotton  goods        

Bales        '.'.'. 

2,750 

63,889 

2,935 

64,566 

Thread  and  iwiit 

Cwts. 

748 

1,667 

1,236 

2,472 

Pates          

••• 

42,000 

6,833 

42,000 

5,833 

Drujrs  and  medicine*      



1.680 

933 

2,000 

1,389 

Dyeing  and  colouring  materials 

»»           ••• 

S,  167 

1,056 

3,460 

1,160 

Fruits  and  regetables     

2  375 

1,583 

2,178* 

1,694 

Fuel 

Tons 

2,900 

1,611 

3,611 

1.806 

Orain  and  pulse 

Cwts. 

104,025 

28,028 

119,815 

40,258 

Hardware  and  out] cry     

Cases 

40 

656 

50 

61*4 

Hides  and  skins 

... 

,  # 

778 

794 

Lemons,  dry         ...        ... 

Cwts."      ... 

1,286 

1,000 

1,4444 

2,102$ 

1,444 

Metals 

it 

1,368 

1,583 

2,028 

,,       and  manufactures  of     ... 

ti 

... 

338 

594 

Oils ..       

it 

3,256 

1,950 

3,335 

2,167 

Pearls         

... 

227,889 

216,833 

Perfumery  (rosewater)    

... 

661 

... 

694 

Provisions 

... 

4,167 

... 

4,722 

Salt  ...       

Tons 

6.6C0 

l,6o6 

6,000 

1,889 

Seeds 

Cwts. 

583 

583 

5551 

656 

Shells,  mother-of-pearl 

»i          ••• 

2,300 

2,822 

2,050 

2,678 

Silk,  manufactures  of    ... 

... 

667 

917 

Spices         

Sugar— 
Candy     

Cwts."     ... 

1,840 

2,555 

2,880 

3,306 

500 

556 

Loaf        „       

ii          ... 

1,356 

1**355 

905 

1,056 

Crushed 

w          ••• 

3,000 

2,167 

3,600 

3,000 

Tallow        

»»          ••• 

... 

... 

416| 

656 

Tea 

Cases 

170 

556 

185 

556 

Timber  and  wood 

... 

... 

1,361 

... 

2,065 

Tobacco      

Cwts. 

4,600 

8.433 

6,250 

3,611 

Woollen  goods      

Other  article* 

Bundles  ... 

67 

3,666 
6,339 

71 

3,944 
7,217 

Total 

... 

86P.739 

394,441 

Specie  —       

... 

... 

142,611 

... 

172,655 

Grand  total    

... 

611,350 

... 

566,996 
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Table  8. — Rettjen  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  Lingah 
during  the  Years  1895-94. 


Articles. 

1896. 

1894. 

Head       ... 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Animals      ...       ...       

822 

£ 
561 

297 

764 

Apparel,  wearing 

Pieces      ... 

4,800 

861 

3,700 

717    • 

Arms  and  ammunition 

... 

761 

... 

... 

Books  and  printed  matter 

Cases 

45 

563 

50 

625 

Building  materials          

Tons 

... 

6,000 

556 

Camas        

Cwts. 

f.000 

8,333 

1,300 

3,610 

Cattle         

Head 

6,600 

1,069 

6,600 

1,264 

Cocoanntt - 

Cwts. 

800 

661 

Coffee      

,,           ... 

2,000 

7,778 

3,000 

11,665 

Coir  and  coir  rope 

1,200 

778 

2,000 

1,333 

Cotton  goods         

Bales 

8,200 

67,500 

8.320 

80,749 

Thread  and  twist 

Cwts. 

1,200 

2,711 

1,500 

3,913 

Cotton,  raw 

„          ... 

800 

881 

750 

767 

Dates 

„ 

65,000 

7,639 

70,000 

9,721 

Drugs  and  medicines      

it          •- 

2,600 

1,444 

3.050 

1,6»4 

Dyeing  and  colouring  materials 

„ 

4,465 

1,489 

6,500 

1,833 

Earthenware        

•  M 

672 

... 

605 

Fruits  and  regetables     

Cwts!'      ... 

8.371 

2,247 

3,325 

2,585 

Fuel 

Tons 

6,860 

3,806 

8,000 

4,000 

Furniture 

... 

600 

... 

750 

Gold  embroidered  cloth 

Pieces      ... 

... 

••» 

200 

666      . 

Gold  lice    

Lbs. 

510 

567 

650 

611 

Grain  and  pulse 

Cwts. 

163,660 

41,512 

191,326 

60,476 

Hardware  and  cutlery     

Cases 

60 

833 

80 

1,111 

Jute,  manufactures  of    

Cwts. 

... 

666 

800 

678 

Leather,  and  manufactures  of  ... 

... 

... 

1,122 

... 

1,303 

Lemons,  dry         ...       

Cwts. 

2,000 

1,656 

2,000 

2,000 

Mats-.       ...       ~       

Pieces      ... 

32,500 

722 

30,000 

666 

Metals        ...       ...       

Cwts. 

2,600 

2,583 

3,100 

3,000 

„     manufactures  of ... 

it          ••• 

3,150 

800 

650 

1,017 

Oils  ... 

tt 

4,600 

2,738 

5,600 

3,110     " 

Pearls         

230,611 

221,388 

Perfumery 

... 

... 

889 

... 

1,144 

Porcelain  and  chlnaware 

Cases 

220 

611 

260 

722 

Provisions  ...       ,. 

... 

6,667 

6,443 

Salt ».       „. 

Tons 

6,200 

1,722 

6,000 

1,666 

Seeds 

Cwts. 

900 

900 

890 

890 

Shells,  mother-of-pearl 

it          ••• 

2,300 

2,822 

2,450 

3,121 

Silk- 

Raw         

Lbs. 

1,010 

661 

1,200 

666 

Manufactures  of          

... 

... 

1,056 

1,433 

Spices         

Cwts.       ... 

2,840 

8,944 

3,500 

4,861 

Sugar- 

Candied  

it          ••• 

500 

656 

850 

722 

Loaf        

it           ••• 

1,830 

1.833 

1,500 

1,750 

Crushed  

t*          ••• 

4,000 

2,889 

6,000 

4,166 

Tallow        

,,          »— 

458 

611 

600 

8Q0 

Tea M 

Cases 

200 

667 

250 

778 

Timber  and  wood  _       .- 

... 

M. 

2,194 

... 

2,778      « 

Tobacco      

Cwts.       ... 

7,050 

6,000 

6,900 

4,721 

Woollen  goods      

Bundles  ... 

87 

4,722 

93 

6,166 

Other  articles        

... 

6,103 

... 

5,163 

Total    

»M 

429,935 

... 

470.640 

Specie 

... 

~ 

157,222 

183,889 

Grand  total    

... 

687,157 

... 

654,529 
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Annex  9. — Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Ex- 
ported from  and  Imported  into  Lingah  to  and  from  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1895-94. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1895. 

1894. 

1895. 

1894. 

Great  Britain  •• 

British  India  and 
colonies 

Turkey 

Muscat  and  depen- 
dencies 

Bahrain  and  other 
ikaritime  States  in 
the  Gulf 

Zanzibar 

£ 

2,667 

260,089 
26,111 

6,017 

161,588 
294 

£ 
2,055 

249,149 
81,016 

8,541 

212,170 
466 

£ 

888 

225,271 
15,881 

9,717 

211,117 
608 

£ 
850 

806,028 
20,869 

9,864 

201,798 
988 

Total     .. 

456,711 

508,897 

468,876 

589,892 

Annex  10. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Lingah 
during  the  Year  1895. 


EmuD. 


Sailing.                J              Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of  i      Ta__ 
Vessels.    1      Ton»' 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

:::::: 

163 
76 
193 
146 
86 
16 

18,600 
6,100 
8,460 
4,400 
3,200 
1,200 

77 
6 

... 

84,700 
6,600 

230 
81 
193 
146 
86 
16 

98,200 
11,700 
8,460 
4,400 
3,200 
1.200 

Total       

„  for  the  year 
preceding 

666 
651 

36,860      I           83 
32,600                 79 

91,300 
86,900 

749        |     127,160 
730        |     119,400 

ClJUBSD. 


Sailing.                              Steam.               ,                Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons.       |  Number  of 
awu.       |    vessels. 

«v__        ;  Number  of 
Ttm'       '    Vessels. 

Tent. 

British 

Turkish      

Persian       

Arabian      

Muscat       

French       ... 

143 

65 
213 
122 
63 
16 

12.760 
4,450 

10.0M) 
3,160 
2,6^0 
1,200 

49 
6 

68,900 
6,600 

192 
71 
&18 
122 
63 
16 

66  660 

11,060 

10,0A0 

3  160 

2.660 

1,200 

Total       

„    for  the  year 
preceding 

611 
624 

84,170      I            66 
31,250                  60 

60.6C0 
66,000 

666        J       94,670 
684        ;       97,260 
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Annex  11.— Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Bunder 
Abbas  during  the  Years  1895-94. 


Articles 


1895. 


Quantity.        Value. 


Awlipgjf        Mt  ttm  ^^         m 

CottOflgOOdS  M 

Cotton,  »w  ...       

Date*  *.. 

Drugs  and  medicine*     ... 
Dyefafe  and  colouring  materials 

Fruiu  and  vegetables     

Qrajn,  and  pulse    ...       ... 

Hides  and  tklns    ...       

Mats 

Opium        „. 

Pearls         

Perfumjqr  (rosewater} 

Provisions 

Salt .. 

Seed*..;       •    ...        .. 

Silk— 

Baw        

Manufactures  of         

Tobaooo      ...       ...       , . 

Wool...        ...       ...        ^.        .. 

Woollen  gnods      ...       , 

Other  articles       ...       

Total       „       

Specie     ...       

Orand  total 


Head 

Bundles 

Ovts. 


Bundles 
Chests 


Cwts. 
Tons 
Cwts,.     ( 

Bundles 

Cwts, 

i     >* 
!  Bundles 


200 
96 
10,216 
100,000 
14,560 
6,780 
64,026 
6,194 

"*800 
728 


8,090 
80,000 
8,654 • 

88 

,119 

2,200' 

28,086 

649 


4,444 

1,600 

11,851 

84,889 

28,858 

1,548 

50,818 

2,012 

1,295^ 

889 

48.58S 

8.944 

2,835 

11,978 

3,383 

8,055 

2,111 
5,289 

59,684 

20,167 

1,635 


804,870 
20,050 


824,920 


1894. 


Quantity. 


148 

7,160 

120.000 

13,262* 

M18] 

3,208 

*650 
•875 


6,010 

26,006 

7,045 

81.012 
691 


Value. 


2,467 
6,756 
25,000 
16,534 
2,817 
- 1^043  • 
6g» 
7,417 

*3e\8«9 

».♦■ 

17,672 

2{778 

.   8J48 

.'    3,389 

;    ai2 

46,400- 
20,755 
1,311  ' 

262,268 
18,368 

270,61 


Annex  12. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  Bunder 
Abbas  during  the  Years  1895-94. 


1895. 

1894. 

Articles. 

Head       ... 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Animate      

650 

1 
1,805 

600 

£ 
1,667 

Arms  and  ammunition 

3,012 

... 

•*• 

Books  and  printed  matter 

Cases 

coo 

555 

209 

581 

Candles       

3,320 

1,660 

5,060 

2,630 

Coffee          ...       

Cwts. 

165 

642 

266} 

1,033 

Coir  and  ooir  rope 

,, 

1,200 

833 

Cotton  goods         

Bsles       ... 

7,751 

176.619 

7,791 

177,462 

Thread  and  twfiit 



2,810 

24,978 

4,556 

40,498 

Drugs  and  medicines 

Cwts. 

Vll 

732 

... 

Dyeing  and  colouring  materials 

„ 

964 

2,625 

1,343£ 

1,861 

Furniture   ... 

... 

1,222 

865 

Grain  and  puke 

Cwts. 

8,007 

.  2,23J 

11,304 

1,944 

Hardware  and  cutlery    

Caseb 

54/ 

3.039 

4,2 

2,6J8 

Indigo        ...       

Cwts. 

1,950 

14,542 

2,349 

17,226 

Jute  and  manufactures  of 

Bundles  ... 

942 

3,237 

621 

2,415 

Liquors,  wines,  and  spirit* 

Cases 

500 

667 

461 

614 

Mat  bags     

Bundles   ... 

2,500 

1,389 

2,000 

1,111 

Metals        

Cwts. 

14,776 

18,987 

11,12V 

16,166 

Oils 

1,183 

6JU 

1,146 

637 

Pearls         

3,944 

Porcelain  and  chinaware 

Cases 

710 

1,972 

220 

611 

Provisions 

Cwts. 

11,648 

1,430 

11, 000 

1,278 

Spices          M 

„          ... 

6,465 

5,139 

8,6701 

8,205 

Sugar- 

Loaf        

„          ... 

22,416 

24,940 

11,850 

13,825 

Crushed 

„           ... 

23,554 

17,012 

22,920 

16.553 

Tea 

46,676 

144,900 

69,001* 

214,t:i 

Timber  and  wood 

1,667 

•  M 

1,500 

Tobacco      ...        ...       

Bundles  ... 

1,500 

1,000 

1,200 

800 

Woollen  goods      

„        ». 

25 

1,389 

20 

1,111 

Other  articles        

... 

4,781 

... 

5,254 

Total       

461,  R79 

... 

533,086 

Specie      „• 

- 

1 

16.675 

\ 

12,450 

Orand  total       _  -   «. 

1     - 

j-      478,254 

i     - 

645,486 
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Annex  13. — Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Article*  Ex- 
ported from  and  Imported  into  Bunder  Abbas  to  and  from 
Foreign  Countries  during  the  Years  1895-94* 


Exports. 

Imports. 

Country. 

1895. 

1894. 

1895. 

1894 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Great  Britain  .. 

4,167 

6,944 

15,778 

8,417 

Other     European 

countries      .. 

., 

•  • 

18,273 

6,250 

British      India      and 

colonies       • . 

282,509 

187,178 

419,558 

622,188 

Egypt 

Turkey 

8,490 

8,389 

.. 

.. 

16,129 

15,100 

10,661 

8,891    ' 

Muscat     and     depen- 

dencies       .  • 

6,468 

6,912 

5,254 

4,691 

Bahrain     and      other 

maritime    States   in 

the  Gulf       ••        •• 

6,251 

6,812 

7,028 

8,000 

ftanrihar 

167 

167 

112 

167 

China    ..        •• 

48,533 

88,889 

•  • 

Total 

817,714 

264,886 

476,654 

542,054 

Annex  14.— Keturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Bunder  Abbas 
during  the  Tear  1895, 


Ejotud. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Numbsr  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons, 

British        

Turkish      

Persian 

German      

Muscat       

Arabian      

26 
8 

94 

*60 
80 

4,500 

120 

8,820 

"760 
450 

81 

4 

'~2 

e9,ioo 

4,400 

i'Jboo 

106 
7 

94 

2 

60 

80 

93,600 

4,620 

3,820 

1,800 

760 

460 

Total 
„  for  the  year 
preceding 

202 
151 

9,140 
7,676 

87 
82 

96,800 
90,200 

289 
288 

104.440 
97,875 

Clraied. 


Sailing. 

8  teem. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Toi«. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vcesels. 

Tons. 

British        

Turkish      ... 

German      

Per>ian       

Muscat       ... 
Arabian     

73 
3 

"*84 
60 
80 

4,140 
120 

1,520 
750 
450 

83 

4 

91,800 
4,400 
1,800 

97,eoo 

91,600 

106 
7 
2 
84 
50 
SO 

95,440 

4,6L'0 

1,800 

1,520 

750 

450 

Total       

,f   for  the  year 
preceding 

190        1         6,980      |            89 
187                6,156                 86 

279 
223 

104,480 
99,766 
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Annex  15. — Retubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Bahrain 
during  the  Years  1895-94. 


Articles. 

1886. 

1884 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Animals 

« 

£ 

Camels    ...       ...       ...       ... 

Head       ... 

10  i 

f 

•-1 

Donkeys.-       

n             ••• 

41   \ 

766  «{ 

46  t 

1,208 

Home     ...       .M 

*i  J 

I 

48  J 

Anne  end  annnwnttlon 

... 

8,889 

... 

Canrae       .M       

CwtS.        ... 

Ciu 

6,451 

1/280 

6,381 

Coffee         

»»            ••• 

1,850 

9,208 

2,150 

9,193 

Coir  and  coir  rope 

Baica       'Z 

940 

561 

1,020 

603 

Cotton  goods         

1,728 

22,042 

1,680 

22.139 

Thread  and  twist „ 

Cwts. 

370 

1,131 

346 

1,036 

Dates         

it           •• 

30,750 

7,414 

8\4A0 

7,378 

Date  juice 

tt           »•• 

2,750 

725 

8,100 

800 

Fruits  and  Tegetables     

Grain  and  pulse 

626 

... 

603 

Cwts."      ... 

70.6C0 

29,»76 

74,400 

28,469 

Hardware  and  cutlery    ... 

... 

636 

608 

Hides  and  skins 

Pieces     „. 

82,000 

1,096 

29,*760 

1,038 

Metals        ...       M.       „. 

Cwts.       ... 

800 

1,044 

825 

1,081 

Oils   ...       „       

... 

... 

1,008 

... 

1,123 

Pearls         ...       ~.       — 

... 

... 

214,167 

... 

268,812 

Perfumery  ... 

... 

681 

... 

661 

Provisions  ...       ...       «• 

... 

... 

... 

... 

569 

Shark  flns 

Cwts.      ... 

420 

600 

326 

661 

Shells,  mother-of-pearl  ... 

**          ••• 

12,560 

4,172 

13.660 

4,126 

Silk,  raw     ...       ...       _ 

Lbs. 

... 

... 

1,220 

668 

,.    manufactures  of     

Spices         m*       ...       ...       ... 

Pieces      ... 

1,565 

687 

... 

... 

Cwts. 

1,050 

1.447 

986 

1,846 

Sugar         ...       „.       w 

ii          ••• 

1,780 

1,681 

1,860 

1,326 

Timber  and  wood 

883 

—. 

928 

Tobacco 

Cwts"      ... 

1,500 

1,417 

1,340 

1,803 

Woollen  goods      ...       

Other  articles 

Bales       ... 

68 

1,624 

79 

1,817 

... 

... 

6,307 

... 

5,728 

Total    ...       

... 

317,926 

... 

858,788 

Specie  ~«       

... 

71,338 

... 

72,917 

Grand  total    ... 

... 

389,268 

... 

431,706 

(2249) 
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Aunex  16.^Rkturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Bahraiu 
during  the  Years  1895-94. 


Articles. 


Animals— 

Camels 

Donkeys 

Horses     ,.. 
Apparel,  wearing ... 

Arms  and  ammunition 

Building  materials 

Cattle         

Charcoal     

Coffee         , 

Coir  and  coir  rope , 

Cotton  goods        , 

Thread  and  twist 

Cotton,  raw...       ... 

Dates  .. 

Date  Juice 

Drugs  and  medicines      

Dyeing  and  colouring  materials 

Fruits  and  vegetables     

Fuel 

Gold  lace  and  thread       

Grain  and  pulse , 

Hardware  and  cutlery     

Hides  and  skins    ...       

Lemons,  dry         ...       

Metals        .-       

„     manufactures  of 

(His 

Pearls         

Perfumery 

Provisions 

Shells,  mother-of-pearl 

Silk- 

Baw 

Manufactures  of 

Spices         ...       

8ugar— 

•   Candy      

Soft         

Tallow        

Timber  and  wood 

Tobacco      

Wool  

Woollen  goods      

Other  articles       

Total    ... 

Specie 

Grand  total    


1895. 


Quantity. 


Head 


pfec 


Head 

26,710 

Cwts. 

12,160 

*t 

8,100 

Bales       '.'.'. 

2,200 

2,316 

Cwts. 

916 

••* 

2,660 

68,500 

it 

1,960 

... 

.    ••• 

Cwts."     ... 

soVooo 

Cwts.       ... 

219,200 

Pieces   •  ... 

17,100 

Cwts. 

550 

2,700 

265 

„          ... 

4,850 

Cwts. 


Pieces 
Cwts. 


Cwts. 
Bundles  ... 


31  I 
28  } 
24  J 


3,250 

3,000. 

6,600 

2,060 

900 

8,650 

910 

4,700 

*~?6 


Value. 


711 

6,800 

881 

6,076 

1,517 

13,786 

1,467 

81,793 

8,414 

8,968 

16,163 

514 

810 

903 

1,117 

1,722 

1,347 

92,866 

1,086 

712 

667 

8,076 

986 

2,829 

61,889 

881 

6,257 

1,986 

1,376 
2,411 
2,619 

975 
8,057 
1,125 
2,861 
6,144 

2,218 
4,910 


289,510 
97,600 


887,010 


1894. 


Quantity,  j     Value. 


46  > 
40  I 
»  J 


1,685 


80,805 
11,100 
8,150 
2,380 
2,320 
932 
2,750 
69,600 
2,900 


28,000 

21M0O 

16,460 

676 

2,670 

245 

6,040 


3,460 

8,180 
6,470 
1,980 

840 

3,260 

880 

4^660 

280 

85 


1,078 

T68 

825 

889 

6,468 

1,888 

11,650 

1,620 

81,160 

8,287 

8,476 

18,598 

692 

T76 

997 

1,242 

1,688 

1,481 

91,880 

1,067 

670 

606 

2,962 

89S 

3,067 

99,260 

869 

6.488 

2,083 

1,427 
2,403 
2,544 

922 

8,092 
1,067 
2,586 
5,067 
561 
2,428 
4,280 


319,791 
108,160 


427,941 
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Annex  17.  —  Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles 
Exported  from  and  Imported  to  Bahrain  from  and  to  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1895-94. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1895. 

1894. 

1895. 

1894. 

British  India  and 
Colonies       •• 

Turkey.. 

Muscat  and  depen- 
dencies 

Maritime  States  on  the 
Arab  Coast  of  the 
Persian  Gulf.. 

Persian  Ports  tod 
Mekran        •  • 

Zanzibar 

£ 

229,408 
181,751 

1,386 

11,418 

14,992 
809 

£ 

276,468 
127,861 

1,600 

11,995 

18,159 
622 

£ 

255,869 
78,874 

4,102 

11,232 

86,169 
1,264 

£ 

266,882 
110,090 

3,920 

15,788 

80,572 
1,289 

Total     .. 

889,259 

431,705 

387,010 

427,941 

Annex  18. — Retubn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Bahrain 
during  the  Year  1895. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British       

Turkish      .M 

Arabian     

Persian      

Muscat       

14 

263 

279 

162 

IS 

2,210 
9,894 
9,486 
3,962 
S77 

84 
1 

82,440 
1,600 

118 
264 
279 
162 
IS 

84,660 

10,894 

'  9,486 

3,962 

377 

Total       

„  for  the  year 
preceding 

741 
700 

26,419 
24,029 

86 
78 

81,940 
78,662 

826 

778 

109,869 
102,691 

CUAUD. 


8aiiing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

British       

Arabian     .« 

Turkish      

Persian      

Muscat       

29 
264 
238 
141 

19 

3,799 
10,824 
7,878 
8,948 
466 

84 
*"l 

83,440 
1,600 

118 
264 
289 
141 
19 

86,289 

10,824 

8,878 

3,948 

466 

Total       ~       ... 
„   for  the  Tear 
preceding 

691 
664 

26,406 
22^61 

86 
78 

83,940 
78,662 

776 
742 

110,346 
101,113 
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Annex  19.— Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  the  Ports 
on  the  Arab  Coast  of  the  Persian  Gulf  during  the  Years 
1895-94. 


1866. 

1894. 

Articles. 

Cwts.       ... 

Cwts."     ... 
Bundles  ... 
Cwts. 

CwtsT     ... 

Bundles  ... 
Pieces      ... 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Coffee         ...       

Cotton  goods        ...       «. 

Orain  and  pulse    ~« 

Jute,  and  manufactures  of 

Oils 

Pearls        

Prorinions 

Shells,  mother-o'-pearl 

Tobacco      

Woollen  goods      

Other  articles       

600 

8,276 

1,900 

480 

6,000 

6,600 

760 

2,600 

A 
1,667 

666 
2,778 
1,111 

666 

444,444 

1,689 

8,611 

864 
2,222 
1,917 

600 

6,676 

1,600 

400 

6,000 

7,000 

600 

2,608 

A 
1,689 

2J222 

944 

666 

666,666 

1,689 
9,889 
667 
2,222 
2,086 

Total       

Specie     *m       ...       ••• 

461,196 
26,689 

::: 

648,694 
26,000 

Grand  total 

... 

487,684 

876,694 

Annex  20. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  the 
Ports  on  the  Arab  Coast  of  the  Persian  Gulf  during  the  Years 
1895-94 


1896. 

1894. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Arms  and  ammunition  ... 

A 
2,778 

A 
1,989 

Canvas       ... 

Cwta. 

"460 

1,667 

"600 

1,944 

Cattle         ...       

Head 

7,000 

1,689 

6,600 

1.111 

Coffee 

Cwts. 

7,600 

22,222 

6,000 

16,6C7 

Coir  and  coir  rope          

„           ... 

7,600 

8,666 

7,000 

8,066 

Cotton  goods        

Bundles  ... 

1,600 

22,222 

1,200 

20,000 

Thread  and  twist 

Cwts. 

82ft 

889 

600 

863 

Cotton,  raw          ...       

,,          ... 

800 

1,111 

700 

836 

Pates          ~. 

,, 

140,000 

91,666 

160,000 

83,333 

Date  Juice 

,,           ... 

1,600 

666 

1.600 

656 

Drugs  and  medicines      

„          ... 

6,600 

1,946 

4,800 

1,667 

Dyeing  and  colouring  materials 

666 

... 

Fruits  and  Yegetables     

... 

1,946 

... 

1,667 

Furniture ~ 

... 

... 

864 

... 

Gold  lace  and  thread      

1,667 

... 

1,111 

Grain  and  pulse    ...       ... 

Cwts!'    ... 

280VorO 

73,888 

188,000 

62.777 

Mats...       ...       

Pieces     ... 

60,000 

2,222 

62,600 

1,778 

Metals 

Cwts. 

2,000 

1,111 

1,600 

889 

„      manufactures  of 

„           ... 

600 

889 

280 

778 

Oil;  ...       ...       

„          ... 

6,000 

6.000 

6,000 

4,722 

Pearls        

... 

1,667 

•M 

2,778 

Perfumery „ 

?»??? 

... 

1,889 

Porcelain  and  chlnaware 

... 

... 

1,111 

666 

ProYislons 

... 

... 

9,889 

... 

2,778 

Silk— 

IUw        ...       ...       

Lbs. 

2,600 

864 

2,000 

667 

Manufactures  of         

Pieces      ... 

6,600 

1,946 

2,600 

1,389 

Spices         ...       ...       

Cwts. 

1,860 

2,222 

1,600 

1,944 

8ugar,  soft ...       ^. 
Tallow        ~ 

„           ... 

12,600 

11,111 

12,000 

8,338 

„           ... 

1,600 

1,946 

1,600 

1,944 

Timber  and  wood ...       

1,689 

... 

1,389 

Wool 

CwtaT     ... 

loo 

666 

100 

666 

Woollen  goods      

Pieces      ... 

4,000 

•  2,222 

2,000 

1,666 

Other  articles       

... 

6,999 

... 

6,067 

Total       .~       ~. 

... 

214,999 

•M 

186,466 

Specie     

... 

... 

88,889 

... 

83,398 

Grand  total       

606,888 

... 

269,788 
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Annex  21.  —  Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles 
Exported  from  and  Imported  into,  the  Ports  on  the  Arab 
Coast  of  the  Persian  Gulf  from  and  to  Foreign  Countries 
during  the  Years  1895-94 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1895. 

1894. 

£ 

278 
5,444 

12,055 
2,722 

353,028 
167 

1895. 

1894. 

British  India  and 
Colonies       . . 

Turkey 

Muscat  and  depen- 
dencies        •  • 

Bahrain 

Persian  ports  and 
Mekran 

Zanzibar 

£ 

834 
6,001 

13,777 
3,305 

464,056 
111 

£ 

92,338 
12,056 

15,444 
8,089 

180,466 
600 

£ 

29,167 
11,088 

H183 
8,694 

211,161 
600 

Total     .. 

487,584 

373,694      |     308,888 

269,788 

Annex  22.-~Keturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Ports  on  the  Arab 
Coast  of  the  Persian  Gulf  during  the  Year  1895. 

Emtokd. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British       .« 

Persian       

Muscat       

Arabian      ...       — 
Turkish 

40 
400 
200 
160 

10 

2,800 
8,000 
4,000 
3,000 
200 

11 

9,676 

61 
400 
200 
160 

10 

12,376 

8,000 
4,000      • 
3,000 
200 

Total       

„   for  the  year 
preceding 

800 
860 

18,000 
19,900 

11 

9,676               811 
860 

27,676 
19,900 

Clmammd. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British        

Persian      

Muscat       

Arabian 

Turkish      

36 

400 

200 

70 

10 

716 

706 

2,460 
8,000 
4,000 
1,400 
200 

11 

9,676 

46 

400 

200 

70 

10 

12,026 
8,000 
4,000 
1,400 
200 

Total       

„  for  the  year 
preceding 

16,060 
16,630 

11 

9,676 

726 
706 

26,626 
16,630 
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Exchange. 


Wheat. 


Natural 
products 

Gum. 


PfcRSlA. 
MOHAMMERAH. 


Mr.  Vice-CoDsul  McDouall  reports  as  follows : —  j 

There  has  been  a  general  increase  in  trade,  the  total  both  of 
exports  and  imports  exceeding  that  of  any  previous  year,  and  this 
would  have  been  greater  had  it  not  been  for  the  embargo  on  grain 
during  the  latter  naif  of  the  year,  owing  to  which  there  was  a 
scarcity  of  cash  among  the  populace. 

Exchange  has  been  calculated  at  the  rate  of  55  krans  to  the 
1/.  sterling. 

Exports. 

The  wheat  exports  were  large,  but  chiefly  by  direct  steamer 
to  London,  and  were  entirely  of  the  crop  of  1894,  as  an  embargo 
was  placed  on  the  shipment  of  wheat  as  soon  as  the  old  crop  was 
exhausted.  Some  wheat  was  also  sent  to  Basrah  for  sale,  of  which 
no  returns  are  available. 

Increase  in  exports  of  natural  products  is  due  to  non-shipment 
last  year;  but  in  the  case  of  gum  there  was  this  year  a  demand 
for  it  at  Bunder  Nasri  for  shipment  to  London  direct  which  had 
not  been  previously  done,  consequently  gum  which  in  other  years 
would  have  been  taken  to  the  coast  was  brought  to  that  place. 


Imports. 

The  increase  in  imports  is  partly  due  to  goods  for  Xoweit 
in  Turkish  Arabia,  especially  coffee  from  India  and  Aden,  and  rice 
having  again  been  landed  here. 

Cottoo  goods,  There  was  a  marked  increase  in  cotton  goods  especially  by 
steamer  direct  from  Manchester,  and  in  American  pi^ce-goods 
from  Aden.  The  shopkeepers  who  were  formerly  supplied  with 
chintzes  from  Baarah  are  now  supplied  by  an  importer  here,  and 
the  only  goods  from  Basrah  were  about  4,000  pieces  Syrian  silk, 
and  about  15,000  pieces  Syrian  cotton  goods. 

Twist  The  twist  imported  is  chiefly  for  Shushtar,  where  it  is  woven 

into  cloth,  which  is  afterwards  printed  and  sold  and  exported 
in  the  form  of  quilt  covers.  The  woof  of  the  carpets  made  in 
Shushtar  is  also  of  this  cotton  twist,  the  warp  being  wool. 

Prices.  The  prices  of  cotton  goods  was  about  the  same  as  given  last 

year. 

There  was  a  great  decrease  in  the  price  of  pepper,  dependent 
on  the  Bombay  market 

Shipping. 

Sea.  14  steamers  called  from  Europe  direct  with  cargo,  and  7  called 

for  cargo.  Owing  to  the  embargo  on  grain  there  was  little  cargo 
shipped  after  June. 

Freight.  Freight  to  London  averaged  about  1/.  2s.  6d.  per  ton,  but  in 

future  18  cwts.  of  wheat  is  to  count  as  a  ton. 
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Freight  to  Bombay  varied  from  3s.  to  14*.  per  ton. 

The  British  India  and  Bombay  and  Persia  Steam  Navigation 
Companies'  steamers  called  regularly  from  and  to  Bombay,  the 
former  weekly,  and  the  latter  about  once  in  3  weeks. 

The  table  attached  gives  all  steamers,  but  only  sailing  vessels 
under  the  British  flag.  Fewer  Indian  sailing  vessels  called  during 
the  date  season,  owing  to  the  unsafe  condition  of  the  mouth  of  the 
river  from  piracies. 

The  Euphrates  and  Tigris  Steam  Navigation  Company  Karon  River, 
continued  to  run  fortnightly  to  Bunder  Nasri,  in  connection 
with  a  steamer  to  Shushtar.  Early  in  the  year  a  native  company, 
the  Shahinshahi,  was  formed  and  hired  a  steamer,  which  also  Kew company, 
runs  fortnightly  to  Bunder  Nasri,  since  April  13  they  have  carried 
nearly  all  the  local  cargo,  and  since  July  16  nearly  all  the  through 
cargo  from  Bombay  to  Shushtar,  only  returns  of  the  through  cargo 
are  obtainable  by  these  steamers. 

Freight  to  Shushtar,  17*.  5Jd  per  ton,  and  to  Bunder  Nasri,  Freight 
9*.  per  ton.     In  September  the  British  Company  reduced  their 
rates  to  lis.  7d.  per  ton  to  Shushtar,  and  5s.  per  ton  to  Bunder 
Nasri. 

Agriculture. 

The  wheat  crop  was  partial;  early  sowings  turned  out  unusually  Wheat 
well,  but  the  later  sowings  partially  failed  owing  to  want  of  rain. 
Owing  to  the  larger  area  cultivated  the  total  crop  was  above 
the  average,  but  less  than  in  1894.  Prices,  2s.  5d.  to  3s.  4d. 
per  1  cwt.  Prices  rose  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  owing  to 
increased  competition. 

The  prospects  for  next  harvest  are  good,  the  rains  having  been 
plentiful ;  if  there  is  rain  aftjer  the  equinox  an  unusually  good  crop 
may  be  expected,  otherwise  an  average  one. 

The  date  crop  was  below  average  owing  to  excessive  crops  in  ***•* 
preceding  years  impairing  strength  of  the  trees.    Price  was  about 
'is.  9d.  per  160  lbs. 

Population. 

The  population  of  Mohammerah  is  now  about  5,600,  there  was 
again  some  immigration  from  Turkish  Arabia  and  also  from  the 
province  of  Fars,  where  there  was  some  scarcity. 

In  August  there  was  an  epidemic  of  influenza,  but  no  deaths  Health, 
occurred. 

Since  the  end  of  July  there  has  been  much  mortality  among  Cattle 
cattle  owing  to  an  epidemic.  diaeatea. 


Postal  Service. 

The  Persian  post-office  at  Mohammerah  was  re-opened  at  the 
end  of  July,  and  a  weekly  service  to  Sbushtay  find  the  interior 
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instituted.  This  route  is  practically  useless  for  correspondence 
with  Great  Britain,  being  liable  to  great  delays,  which  are  avoided 
by  using  the  Bombay  route,  there  being  a  weekly  mail  service 
from  that  port 


Bundeb  Nasrl 

Building  is  still  going  on  at  Bunder  Nasri,  but  trade  there  was 
affected  by  the  embargo  on  grain. 
Dixful  car/rc.  The  Shahinshahi  Company  is  making  arrangements  to  build 
a  store  at  Bunder  Aminiah,  opposite  Bunder  Nasri,  and  to  land 
and  ship  cargo  for  and  from  Dizful  there  in  connection  with 
caravans,  which  formerly  came  to  Mohammerah,  some  cargo  is 
already  going  by  this  route  which  appears  to  have  many  advan- 
tages over  that  by  Shusbtar. 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Mohammerah 
during  the  Years  1895-94. 


Articles. 

1895. 

1894. 

Tons 
Cwts. 

Number  ... 
Cwts. 

Bundles  ... 
Cwts. 
„ 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Dates 

Ghee 

.    Gum     

Horses 

Mahlab 

Oilseeds        

Reeds 

Wheat 

Wool 

Miscellaneous 

From  Karon 

1,462 
839 

2,866 
118 
264 

6,270 

678 

129,143 

7,267 

£ 

4,266 

641 

747 

3,300 

823 

1,347 

1,238 

16,662 

7,748 

1,573 

6,299 

2,194* 

*491 

142 

240 

6,988 

223 

78,093} 

7,983 

8,086  10 

197    0 
2,288    0 

822    0 
1,864    0 

648  10 
7,748  15 
8,516    0 
2,249    6 
1,915    0 

Total 

Specie  to  India 
„      Golf  Ports 

•- 

42,638 
48,989 
6,616 

... 

29,269    0 

61,216    0 

8,302    0 

Grand  total 

... 

98,198 

... 

88,777    0 
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Ektukn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  Mohammerah 
during  the  Years  1895-94. 


1895. 

1894. 

Article*. 

Cwts. 

Quantity. 
8,482 

Value. 

Quantity.  \     Value. 

Coffee        ...       _       

£ 
16.196 

i         * 
1,766              7,991 

Coal „ 

Tom 

860 

626 

840                 610 

Drags         M 

Packages... 

619 

409 

260      !            265 

Gunny  bags          

Metsls— 

Bales       ... 

898 

1,622 

284               1,177 

Copper 

Cwts. 

1,103 

4,297 

1,206               2,192 

Iron         „ 

ti          ••• 

1,166 

606 

362                  188 

Others     

•i 

219 

895 

422 

1,291 

Manufactured 

... 

828 

761 

Piece-goodi          

Bales       ... 

4,852 

52,660 

2,766 

41,712 

„                 

Bundles  ... 

1,268 

11,248 

1,631             16,225 

_,     »t                 •••       

Cases 

605 

8,600 

410      '         7,890 

Bice 

Bags 

1,288 

487 

466                  184 

SUki 

Cases 

15 

409 

60 

1,8C0 

Spicee         ...       .„       

Cwts. 

714 

988 

476 

1,914 

Sugar- 
Mauritius 

Bags 

2,958 

8,221 

2,262 

2,252 

China      

Jottas      ... 

269 

687 

147 

220 

Loaf        

Cases 

4,180 

5,251 

8,446      ,         6,169 

Tea         ...       ... 

Jottss      ... 

886 
121 

}        788{ 

"E      '}        728 

Thread  and  twist 

Packages.  „ 

227 

2,089 

77      j           650 

Tobacco      

Cwts. 

416 

415 

497                  497 

MitccUaneoue       

... 

... 

8,009 

1         4,316 

Total       „ 

1 13,380 

97,912 

To  Karon 

... 

24,626 

27,203 

Grand  total       

138,006 

126,116 

Eetuun  of  Principal  Articles  from  Karun  Ports  to  Mohammerah 
during  the  Years  1895-94 


1895. 

1894. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£       «. 

£      s. 

Cotton 

Bales 

146 

553  10 

175 

717  10 

Flour   M 

Cwts. 

1,434 

260  10 

1,912 

326    0 

Ghee 

260 

288    0 

861 

478  16 

Gum    ...       ...       ...       ... 

Bales       I 

1,286 

343    0 

86 

28  10 

Piece  goods 

118 

821  10 

809 

1,081  10 

Oilseeds        

Cwts. 

1,174 

286    0 

2,881 

768    8 

Wheat...       

it          ••• 

34,022 

3,433    0 

87,814 

8,468    0 

Wool    .„       

ii          ... 

2,242 

2,892    0 

3,787 

4,040    0 

Learesfordye         

Bags 

649 

826    0 

... 

... 

Miscellaneous... 

... 

... 

342    0 

••• 

906  18 

Specie 

... 

"  ... 

66  10 

•M 

11,500    0 

Transhipped— 
To  Great  Britain- 

Carpets          

Bales       ... 

187 

2,782    0 

92 

460    0 

Kernels          

Cases 

... 

82 

64    0 

To  Turkey- 

Wool    

Cwts. 

2,201 

2,348    0 

991 

1,196    0 

Miscellaneous 

... 

... 

169    0 

... 

226    0 

Total 

... 

14,410    0 

25,245  12 

(2249) 


C 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  to  Karun  Porta  from  Mohammerah 
during  the  Years  1895-94. 


189ft. 

1894. 

Ankle*. 

Quantity.   f 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

* 

Metals 

Cwts. 

486 

761 

286 

282 

.  Piece-good! 

Hales 

94 

1,189 

268 

8,216 

,             ^,       

Bundles  ... 

86 

827 

... 

...                   *M                    ... 

Cases 

14 

264 

... 

Sugar 

Bags 

62 

70 

100 

100 

.,     loaf     

Cases 

816 

1,089 

934 

1,386 

Miscellaneous 

496 

1,280 

Specie 

... 

60 

... 

1,269 

Transhipped— 

From  Great  Britain— 

Metals 

Cwts. 

16ft 

480 

489} 

192 

Cots     

... 

»*• 

27 

80 

From  France- 

Sugar  loaf      .M       

Cases 

799 

1,011 

1,486 

2,162 

From  India — 

Metals 

Cwts.       ... 

2,548 

2,688 

741 

1,186 

Piece  goods 

Bales 

671         1 

7,266 

1.069 

14,826 

«            ...       —       — 

Bundles  ... 

627 

ft,700 

197 

1,970 

Cases 

71 

1,800 

121 

2,430 

Sugar  ...       

Bags 

786 

868 

898 

*    898 

„     loaf      

Cases 

60 

68 

672 

868 

Thread  and  twist     

Packages ... 

202 

2,487 

118 

1,190 

Miscellaneous 

... 

1,198 

... 

1,693 

From  Turkey — 

Miscellaneous 

... 

1,786 

... 

686 

Specie 

... 

... 

1,960 

... 

4,616 

Total 

|        60,761 

... 

39,898 

Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from 
and  Imported  to  Mohammerah  and  Karun  from  and  to 
Foreign  Countries  (excluding  Specie),  during  the  Years 
1895-94. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

i 

1695. 

1894. 

1895.       1 

£           1 

1894. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Great  Britain   .. 

17,568      ! 

4,058 

14,226 

5,112 

Austria 

. , 

160 

316 

France 

. . 

, . 

8,856       ! 

2,527 

Germany 

860 

.. 

1 

.. 

Hong-Kong 

240 

. . 

. . 

India 

20,868 

21,867 

106,127      ; 

113,257 

Persian  Golf  ports 

588 

3j8 

4,162 

1,737 

Aden     .. 

.. 

.. 

7,689 

1,259 

Turkish  Arabia 

2,759 
42  688 

2,268 
28,251 

1,786 

907 

Total     .. 

138,006 

125,115 
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Ebturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Mohammerah  during  the 

Year  1895. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of        T 
Vessels.          Tom* 

Number  of        T 
Vessels.    |      ToM' 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tow. 

Sea-going  Teasels— 

British       

German      

Turkish      

Blver    boats    from 

Karun— 

BritUh       

Pertlan 

II                963 

96 
1. 
2 

27 

21 

102,862 

808 

2,669 

3,601 
860 

106 

1 
2 

27 
21 

103,806 

808 

2,669 

3,601 
860 

Total       

„   fortbejear 
preceding 

11                  953 
16               1,346 

146        1     1I0,*>70                167        :     111,623 
113        !       90,768                129        |       92,104 

*  Not  obtainable. 


Clsaud. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Sea-going  vessels— 

British       

Foreign      

Blver      boats      for 

Karnn— 

British       

Persian      

11 

963 

82 

26 
19 

84,276 

3,888 
815 

93 

26 
19 

86,229 

3,388 
816 

Toial      

„    for  the  year 
preceding 

u 

16 

953 
1,346 

127 
106 

88,479 
85,064 

138 
121 

89,482 
86,400 

*  Not  obtainable. 
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PERSIA. 

MESHED. 

Ccmsul-General  Mias  to  the  Marquis  of  Salisbury. 

My  Lord,  Meshed,  June  1,  1896. 

1  have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  a  Report  on  the 
Trade  and  Commerce  of  Khorasan  for  the  .Financial  year 
1895-96,  by  Vice-Consul  Ringler  Thomson. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        N.  ELIAS. 
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Introductory. 

It  is  once  again  necessary  to  preface  my  remarks  with  the  I»trodw>tory. 
statement  that  the  Khorasan  customs  returns  are  quite  unreliable, 
(2235)  .....•■  ^  ^ 
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those  at  the  end  of  the  present  report  are  no  exception.  As  an 
instance  I  need  only  refer  to  the  figures  relating  to  tea.  It  will 
be  seen  that  46,425 J.  worth  (colour  unknown)  reached  Meshed 
during  the  year,  and  yet  that  83,500/.  worth  of  this  tea  passed  on 
to  Russian  territory.  We  know  that  very  little  black  tea  goes 
there  by  this  route,  so  that  the  figures,  if  they  represent  anything, 
represent  green  tea.  But  no  green  tea  remained  over  from  the 
year  before,  and  the  present  returns  distinctly  show  that  27,000£ 
worth  of  what  came  last  year  had  not  passed  on  to  Russian  terri- 
tory at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  even  if  we  try  to  patch  matters  up 
by  allowing  that  this  went  on,  there  still  remains  a  deficit  of  nearly 
10,000/.  worth,  and  to  ask  for  an  explanation  in  such  cases  is 
generally  quite  useless.  It  is  always  readily  given  without  any 
hesitation,  but  usually  makes  matters  much  worse.  Thus  one  of 
the  returns  showed  that  during  the  first  eight  months  of  the  year 
a  large  quantity  of  British  piece-goods  had  passed  on  through  the 
customs-house  to  Russian  territory.  It  was,  however,  pointed  out 
that  such  was  impossible,  as  under  .the  new  regulations  British 
piece-goods  are  rigidly  excluded.  This  elicited  the  prompt  reply 
that  Persian  cotton  goods  were  meant,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
these  were  already  shown  in  a  separate  return.  Sundry  alterations 
and  corrections  were  then  made  in  the  returns,  but  so  carelessly 
that  now  the  total  value  of  Persian  piece-goods  which  crossed  the 
frontier  during  the  whole  year  is  considerably  less  than  what  they 
declared  the  total  to  be  for  only  eight  months.  I  have  thought  it 
better  to  expose  these  errors  than  to  gloss  them  over,  so  that  those 
who  see  the  figures  may  not  be  misled.  The  customs  are  formed 
by  people  who  do  not  keep  exact  registers,  and  do  not  care  to  let 
others  know  precisely  how  matters  stand.  The  returns  are  not 
altogether  valueless  as  they  do  give  at  a  glance  a  rough  idea  both 
of  the  value  and  ratio  of  the  imports.  Gross  errors  are  easily 
detected,  and  from  other  sources  fairly  correct  information  regard- 
ing the  state  of  trade  with  regard  to  any  particular  article  can 
always  be  procured,  but  correct  figures  are  beyond  our  reach. 
General  In  my  last  report  I  gave  a  detailed  account  of  the  new  customs 

review  of       regulations  established  by  the  Russian  Government  on  this  frontier 
teade'  in  January,  1895.    In  order  that  what  follows  may  be  understood 

by  those  who  have  not  seen  that  report  I  will  very  briefly  reca- 
pitulate what  I  then  wrote. 

Up  till  1886  Russian  Turkistan  had  no  regular  customs  control, 
and  nominal  dues  only  were  levied  on  the  frontier  at  a  few  points 
by  the  police.  In  that  year,  however,  the  customs  of  the  province 
were  placed  under  the  Ministry  of  Finance,  which  at  once  organ- 
ised a  strict  system  of  control  and  introduced  a  new  and  high 
tariff.  Transcaspia  was  not,  at  that  time,  thought  ripe  for  such  a 
change,  the  trade  there  being  considered  too  small  to  repay  the 
expense  of  the  large  customs  staff  necessary  to  ensure  efficiency. 
Therefore  the  old  rate,  which  had  been  in  force  at  Merv,  viz.  2£ 
per  cent,  ad  valorem  for  all  imports  indiscriminately,  was  continued 
under  native  collectors.  This  arrangement,  however,  was  soon 
found  wsuitabl^  to  the  rapidly  expanding  trade  of  the  country. 
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especially  after  the  railway  had  linked  Merv,  Bokhara,  and 
Samarkand  by  steam  with  Russia  proper.  One  difficulty  alone 
stood  in  the  way.  The  state  of  Bokhara,  which  separates  Trans- 
caspia  from  Turkistan,  and  on  the  south  has  a  long  frontier 
contiguous  with  that  of  Afghanistan,  was  entirely  independent  in 
the  matter  of  her  customs,  and  levied  only  nominal  dues.  Under 
such  circumstances  a  high  tariff  for  Transcaspia  would  have  been 
of  no  avail.  Therefore  the  Russian  Government  absorbed  the 
customs  of  Bokhara,  and  now,  since  January,  1895,  the  same  duties 
are  levied  by  them  along  the  whole  line  of  frontier  from  the 
Caspian  to  the  region  of  the  Pamirs.  These  new  regulations 
entailed  the  formation  of  an  elaborate  customs  establishment,  which 
for  Transcaspia  and  along  the  Oxus  costs  51,000/.  per  annum,  and 
the  staff  includes  2  brigadiers,  11  officers,  2  doctors,  298  mounted 
and  21  footmen  of  the  Frontier  Guards,  472  native  jiggits,  a 
chaplain,  a  chanter,  and  two  portable  orthodox  churges. 

The  tariff  is  as  follows,  and  all  other  European  and  Anglo- 
Indian  goods  are  prohibited : — 


Green  tea,  according  to  quality 

Slack  tea        

Muslin. 

Indigo..         ••         

Pepper,  ginger,  and  some  drugs 
Precious  stones  and  coral 
Indian  shoes  . .         •  • 

Persian  and  Afghan  goods  are  charged  only 
a  duty  of  5  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 


Per  pood  (36  lbs.) 
Per  pood 
Perth.  .. 
Per  pood 


Per  lb. 


Amount. 


Paper  roubles. 

14 -40  and  6 

26 

1 

6 

Gold  roubles. 
3 
3 
1 


The  regulations  also  contain  an  important  clause  to  the  effect 
that  green  teas  destined  for  Transcaspia  and  Bokhara  may  be  sent 
in  transit  via  Batum,  Baku,  and  Ozanada  at  the  above  rates.  This 
clause,  I  pointed  out,  would  cause  a  revolution  in  trade  here,  and 
would  almost  certainly  before  very  long  divert  the  large  green  tea 
trade  from  the  Bandar  Abbas-Meshed  route  to  that  by  Batum.  I 
also  showed  that  this  would  mean  a  loss  of  at  least  8,000/.  per 
annum  to  the  Persian  Government  in  customs  alone.  Further  on 
I  shall  have  more  to  relate  about  the  green  tea  and  the  Batum 
route.  It  is  sufficient  here  to  say  that  we  have  been  informed 
that  rather  more  Chinese  green  tea  is  now  being  despatched  from 
Bombay  by  Batiim  than  by  this  route ;  that  is  to  say,  we  have 
only  as  yet  lost  half  the  trade,  but  there  are  reasons  for  this  which 
are  not  likely  to  stand  the  test  of  time.  That  this  import  trade 
has  not  been  almost  obliterated  during  the  past  year  is  entirely 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  native  traders  of  Meshed,  who  will  lose 
their  occupation  if  the  tea,  &c,  leaves  this  route,  have  combined  and 
are  engaged  in  a  life  and  death  struggle  to  save  it  by  fair  or  by 
(2235) 
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foul  means.  They  have  doggedly  continued  their  importations, 
and  they  have  also  had  recourse  to  strategy.  First  they  com- 
menced by  circulating,  with  much  perseverance,  many  stories,  some 
of  them  absurd,  in  depreciation  of  the  Batiim  route.  Later  on  they 
had  recourse  to  a  much  more  effective  remedy  and  have  smuggled 
a  great  quautity  of  tea  across  the  frontier  free  of  duty.  This 
smuggling  at  first,  before  it  was  detected,  was  conducted  on  a  very 
large  scale,  and  is  still  far  from  being  stamped  out.  In  fact  the 
large  customs  staff  in  Transcaspia  have  not  been  found  strong 
enough  to  combat  it  successfully,  and,  indeed,  that  can  be  no  easy 
matter,  though  no  doubt  the  present  very  capable  Governor  of 
Transcaspia  willl  prove  equal  to  the  occasion.  A  glance  at  the  map 
will  show  that  a  long  and  lofty  mountain  barrier  separates  Persia 
from  Transcaspia,  and  that  the  latter  is  simply  a  sandy  desert  with 
an  oasis  dotted  here  and  there  on  it.  Native  cunning  and  native 
agility  have  to  be  defeated.  The  loads  are  carried  by  day  on 
men's  back  over  the  hills  by  secluded  precipitous  tracks,  and -at 
night  the  uninhabited  desert  is  crossed. 

It  is  a  pity  that  when  the  Persian  Government  heard  these 
regulations  were  to  be  introduced  they  made  no  effort  to  keep  the 
tea  to  this  route.  A  little  money  spent  on  it,  and  some  co-opera- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  traders,  might  have  saved,  if  not  the  whole, 
certainly  a  great  part  of  the  8,000/.  per  annum  the  Persian  Govern- 
ment will  soon  lose  in  customs.  The  tea.  now  comes  to  Meshed 
almost  in  a  direct  line  from  Bandar  Abbas,  on  the  Persian  Gulf, 
vi&  Kirman,  Naiband,  and  Turbat-i-Haidari.  The  total  length  of 
the  road  is  said  to  be  about  870  miles,  the  traders  call  it  40  marches. 
It  is  open  winter  and  summer,  and  on  the  whole  is  a  very  fair 
road,  though  supplies  are  scarce  on  two  or  three  sections  of  it. 
These  defects  might  have  been  largely  remedied  with  a  small  out- 
lay. At  certain  spots  the  underground  canals  and  wells  simply 
want  cleaning  out.  If  this  had  been  done  and  the  traders  had 
combined  and  posted  efficient  agents  at  the  port  and  elsewhere, 
and  had  sent  their  goods  with  some  regularity,  the  route  might 
have  become  more  popular  with  the  carriers,  and  thus  goods  might 
have  been  brought  here  in  a  few  weeks  instead  of,  as  now,  in  from 
4  to  6  months  or  more.  Even  if  the  Central  Asian  trade  is  lost 
absolutely,  the  repair  of  the  road  would  have  been  a  boon  to  us, 
and  would  have  helped  our  dwindling  trade.  The  Persian  Govern- 
ment, at  the  desire  of  the  Eussian  Government,  spent  a  very  large 
sum  in  making  a  difficult  road,  130  miles  in  length,  from  Meshed 
to  the  Eussian  frontier.  If  they  had  spent  one-twentieth  of  that 
amount  in  repairing  this  other  road  they  would  certainly  not  have 
been  out  of  pocket  in  the  end,  and  might  even  have  saved  much  of 
the  8,000/.  per  annum  they  now  must  lose,  but  the  tipie  of  action 
has  passed. 

Of  green  tea  we  may  assume  that  about  half  as  much  as  usual 
was  imported  last  year  by  this  route. 

In  black  tea  there  has  been  a  decided  improvement,  both  in 
the  quality  and  in  the  quantity.  Our  piece-goods  are  no  longer 
permitted  to  cross  the  frontier,  but  in  Khorasan  we  are  still  to  the 
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fere  in  sheetings,  calicos,  and  turkey-reds.  In  chintzes,  however, 
we  have  distinctly  lost  ground,  and  there  seems  little  prospect  that 
we  shall  recover  it,  I  shall  explain  why  further  on.  In  yarns  and 
twists  we  are  supreme  at  present,  but  Eussia  has  entered  the 
market  and  will  probably  be  soon  our  rival.  Our  import  trade 
has  then  suffered  considerably  and  our  future  prospects  are  not 
bright.  The  Russian  import  trade  on  the  other  hand  has  shown  a 
marked  improvement  all  round.  The  fall  in  the  value  of  the 
rouble,  and  the  rich  harvests  of  the  two  past  years,  have  led  to  a 
larger  supply  of  and  a  greater  demand  for  sugar,  candles,  kerosine 
oil,  cotton  goods,  iron  goods,  glass  and  chinaware,  tobacco, 
matches,  &c. 

We  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  even  remotely  the  value  of 
the  export  trade  of  Khorasan  with  India,  as  we  have  no  agent  in 
the  south  of  the  province,  and  very  little  is  sent  there  direct  from 
Northern  Khorasan.  Opium,  wool,  cotton,  carpets,  saffron,  dried 
fruits,  skins,  &c,  are  despatched  from  all  parts  of  Khorasan  to  the 
Yezd  market,  and  are  there  purchased  and  exported  in  different 
directions.  Similarly  with  the  exports  to  Eussia  it  is  impossible 
to  hazard  any  estimate.  Enormous  quantities  of  wheat  are 
exported,  but  as  the  traffic  is  forbidden  by  the  Persian  Government, 
the  returns  are  blank.  Large  quantities  of  wool  and  cotton  are 
also  exported  to  Russia  from  all  parts  of  Khorasan,  the  chief 
centres,  nowever,  being  Sabzawar  and  Nishapur  respectively.  There 
is  also  a  brisk  trade  in  dried  fruits,  skins,  shawls,  carpets,  country 
prints,  and  silks  (chiefly  with  Bokhara),  &c.  The  exports  from 
the  town  of  Meshed  of  all  these  articles  are  only  a  mere  fraction. 

I  will  now  close  these  general  remarks  by  describing  the 
manner  in  which  British  and  Russian  goods  respectively  are  placed 
on  this  market.  This  will  help  in  drawing  an  inference  regarding 
our  future  prospects. 

Our  goods  (English  and  Indian)  are  brought  to  Meshed  by 
three  main  routes. 

1.  By  sea  from  India  to  Bandar  Abbas,  and  then  by  caravan 
viti  Kirman. 

2.  By  sea  from  India  to  Bandar  Abbas,  and  then  by  caravan 
via  Yezd. 

3.  From  England  vi&  Constantinople,  Trebizond,  Tabriz,  and 
Teheran. 

The  first  route  I  have  already  referred  to*  The  land  portion 
runs  almost  in  a  straight  line  from  Bandar  Abbas  to  Meshed,  the 
distance  being  40  marches.  All  goods  consigned  direct  to  Meshed 
from  India,  as  a  rule,  take  this  route,  and  by  it  comes  almost  all 
the  green  tea. 

The  second  route  is  longer,  I  do  not  attempt  to  give  the  distance 
because  the  only  official  source  to  which  I  have  reference  gives 
"  Bandar  Abbas  to  Kirman  379  J  miles.  Bandar  Abbas  to  Yezd 
392  miles."  This  is  manifestly  wrong  and  there  must  be  a  differ- 
ence of  considerably  over  100  miles  between  these  two  portions 
of  the  routes.  But  Yezd  is  a  central  market.  Goods  are  therefore 
consigned  there  in  large  quantities  from  Bombay,  and  the  Meshed 
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merchants  as  a  rule  buy  their  piece-goods,  &c,  at  Yezd  and  not  at 
Bombay. 

The  third  route  by  Trebizond  includes  a  caravan  journey  of 
1,600  miles,  the  first  part  of  it  over  high  ground  often  blocked  with 
snow  in  winter,  yet  some  thousands  of  pounds'  worth  of  British 
piece-goods  have  found  their  way  annually  to  Meshed  by  this 
route,  not  sent  direct,  but  purchased  by  agents  of  the  merchants 
here  either  in  the  bazaars  of  Tabriz  or  of  Teheran. 

In  eveiy  case,  after  reaching  Persia,  no  matter  where  our 
goods  come  from,  they  are  subjected  to  a  long  and  difficult 
caravan  journey,  with  its  attendant  troubles  before  Meshed  is 
reached.  First  of  all  there  are  often  difficulties  with  the  customs 
officials  at  the  port.  Then  the  forwarding  agents,  who  belong  to 
a  numerous  class  engaged  in  this  special  business,  do  not  exert 
themselves  to  find  carriage,  and  when  it  is  found,  do  not  always 
make  proper  arrangements  with  the  carriers,  and  give  them  suffi- 
cient advances.  The  carriers,  therefore,  do  not  feel  bound  to 
hurry ;  and  it  is  a  practice  with  them  sometimes  to  arrange  to 
take  two  lots  of  goods  to  a  certain  place.  When  this  happens 
the  first  lot  is  carried  the  first  day  to  the  first  stage.  Next  day 
the  carrier  returns,  and  the  day  after  brings  along  the  second  lot 
to  the  first  stage.  Then  he  proceeds  another  stage  with  the  first 
lot,  returning  next  day  for  the  second.  Thus  he  continues  till 
he  has  reached  his  journey's  end  with  both  lots.  But  in  the 
interval  he  takes  several  rests  of  3  and  4  days  each.  It  is  rarely 
that  carriers  are  engaged  to  take  goods  right  through  from  the 
port  to  Meshed.  The  goods  change  hands  two  or  three  times  en 
route,  and  each  time  are  at  the  mercy  of  a  forwarding  agent,  and 
often  lie  weeks  awaiting  fresh  transport.  An  inland  customs 
officer  may  also  perhaps  impound  them,  and  demand  duty  which 
the  carrier  cannot  pay.  The  latter  can  only  show  the  pass  on 
which  it  is  certified  that  the  goods  belong  to  a  British  subject  and 
that  5  per  cent,  has  been  levied  on  them  at  the  port.  The  official 
will  reply  that  he  does  not  care,  that  he  wants  the  same  duty 
paid  as  by  Persians,  and  till  he  gets  it  he  will  not  let  the  goods 
go  forward.  He  knows  quite  well  he  will  not  be  punished  for 
this.  The  carrier  has  then  to  start  off  and  report  to  the  nearest 
forwarding  agent,  who  writes  to  Meshed,  and  eventually  the 
Persian  Government  issue  orders  to  the  delinquent  to  release 
the  goods,  and  they  arrive  here  after  many  months'  delay.  Such 
has  happened  more  than  once.  And  occasionally,  though  rarely, 
a  dissatisfied  carrier  decamps  with  goods.  These  are  a  few  of  the 
reasons  why  consignments  take  so  long  reaching  Meshed.  With 
some  organisation  this  state  of  affairs  might  have  been  improved. 
If  the  traders  had  combined  and  appointed  one  or  two  respectable 
agents  only  at  the  port,  with  sub-agents  under  them  at  two  or 
three  different  points  along  the  road,  and  had  sent  their  goods 
with  regularity  and  let  the  carriers  know  when  to  expect  them, 
and  if  these  men  had  been  better  treated  the  route  might  have 
become  popular.  As  it  is,  the  export  trade  from  Bandar  Abbas  is 
considerably  less  than  the  import  trade,  and  carriers  do  not  care 
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to  go  there  on  the  mere  chance  of  employment.  Thus  our  trade 
routes  to  Meshed  are  long  and  difficult  and  pretty  much  as  they 
were  50  years  ago,  when  our  goods  here  had  probably  no  com- 
petitors. 

If  now  we  turn  to  Eussia  we  shall  find  that  she  has  several 
excellent  lines  of  communication  which  she  has  carefully 
perfected.  Let  us  take  one  of  them.  The  distance  irom  Moscow, 
which  is  the  chief  centre  of  trade  in  Russia,  to  Meshed  is  some- 
thing over  2..-J00  miles — greater  than  the  distance  between  Bombay 
and  Meshed.  But  from  Moscow  to  Meshed  every  yard  of  the 
line  of  communication  is  perfect,  and  the  journey  can  be  covered 
by  a  passenger  in  9  or  10  days,  and  by  goods  in  less  than 
3  weeks.  The  cheapest  route  would  be  by  rail  from  Moscow  to 
Nijni  Novgorod,  12  hours.  By  steamer  down  the  Volg,  5  days. 
Two  days  more  crossing  the  Caspian  to  Ozanada,  and  18  hours' 
rail  to  Ashkabad.  Then  7  days  to  Meshed  by  the  excellent  cart- 
road  which  the  Russians  caused  the  Persian  Government  to  make 
for  them.  There  is  no  caravan  journey  at  all  from  beginning  to 
end,  and  no  difficulty  whatever  about  transport  or  supplies  during 
the  last  7  days.  There  is  a  brisk  competition  among  cartmen  for 
hire,  and  at  eaoh  stage  along  the  road  excellent  water  and  supplies 
for  man  and  beast  abound.  Goods  may  also  be  brought  in  the  same 
way  from  Odessa  across  the  Black  Sea  to  Batuui,  and  thence  to 
Baku  and  Ozanada  in  less  time. 

I  will  now  describe  the  trade  customs.  Our  trade  at  present 
is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  Orientals,  Fersians,  and  Indians.  No 
European  firm  has  any  direct  dealings  with  Meshed.  Nor  has 
any  native  Indian  firm  of  importance  any  branch  establishment  in 
the  town.  There  are  some  Peshawar  merchants  who  despatch 
their  green  tea  direct  to  a  Persian  agent  here,  and  there  are  one 
or  two  other  exceptions,  but  as  a  rule  all  British  goods,  brought 
here  by  the  way  of  the  Persian  Gulf,  be  they  tea  (green  or  black) 
or  indigo,  or  piece-goods,  &c,  are  purchased  for  people  here  by 
agents  either  at  Bombay  or  Yezd.  Tf  the  goods  are  to  be  pur- 
chased at  Bombay,  the  purchaser  must  remit  his  money  in  advance 
to  his  agent.  If  Indian  tea  is  required,  either  green  or  black,  the 
agent  purchases  it  from  certain  natives  who  have  the  monopoly  of 
the  trade.  The  tea  is  grown  and  manufactured  by  natives  chiefly 
at  Kangra  for  this  particular  market.  Both  black  and  green  are 
of  a  wretched  description,  and  some  unfit  for  consumption.  When 
it  reaches  Meshed  the  merchant  sends  for  the  brokers,  opens  a 
package,  gives  them  samples,  and  leaves  it  to  them  to  find  a  pur- 
chaser. The  tea  is  then  sold  under  an  agreement  to  be  paid  for 
after  20  or  even  50  months.  There  are  no  ready  money  trans- 
actions, and  20  months  is  always  the  shortest  time  fixed ;  but  the 
purchaser  has  the  right  to  pay  up  at  any  time  in  the  interval  if  he 
wishes,  and  to  deduct  2  shahis  per  tuman  per  mensem,  or  interest 
at  the  rate  of  12  per  cent.  Thus  tea  sold  for  20  krans  per  man 
(6£  lbs.)  payable  in  50  months  would  be  14  krans  at  20  months, 
12  krans  at  10  months,  or  at  the  rate  of  10  krans  ready 
money.    As  a  rule  the  purchasers  are  not  in  a  hurry  to  pay. 
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Indeed,  just  the  reverse,  and  many  do  not  pay  at  all,  but  decamp 
or  declare  themselves  bankrupts ;  and  in  this  country  I  have 
never  known  a  fraudulent  bankrupt  punished. 

Piece-goods  are  brought  chiefly  at  Yezd  on  credit,  and  again 
sold  here  in  the  same  way.  And  so  it  has  come  to  pass  that  bad 
tea  and  other  articles  have  been  placed  on  the  market  at  a  high 
rate,  and  yet  no  one  seems  to  have  profited  to  any  great  extent. 
The  goods  pass  through  the  hands  of  too  many  people.  Most  of 
the  British  piece-goods,  it  is  true,  are  even  of  too  good  a  quality 
for  this  market ;  but  some  of  them  are  even  of  inferior  material 
and  not  of  fast  colours.  And  the  indigo  brought  here  is  very  poor 
stuff,  and  all  from  Scinde. 

While  this  system  of  long  credit  is  the  invariable  custom  in 
the  Meshed  bazaars  among  Persians  in  dealings  with  each  other  or 
with  Indian  traders,  the  Eussians  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  it 
and  sell  for  ready  money  only,  except  in  rare  cases,  when  they 
give  credit  for  2  to  5  months.  They  also  have  no  middlemen,  and 
very  few  dealings  with  brokers.  They  get  their  goods  direct 
from  Eussia  and  sell  them  either  wholesale  or  retail.  The  chief 
traders  are  very  sharp  Armenians.  Finally,  the  Eussian  Govern- 
ment encourages  trade  with  Khorasan  by  granting  a  bounty  on  all 
sugar  and  cotton  goods  exported  to  this  province. 

Taking  all  these  facts  into  consideration,  and  those  I  shall 
relate  further  on  regarding  cotton  goods,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to 
infer  that  if  the  green  tea  leaves  this  route,  the  remainder  of  our 
trade  here  will  become  very  insignificant.  We  shall  for  some 
time  longer,  perhaps,  place  30,000J.  or  40,000/.  worth  of  black  tea 
on  this  market,  but  even  the  continuance  of  this  trade  is  not 
assured  us. 

Eussia  has  begun  to  grow  tea  on  the  hills  near  Batoim,  and 
there  is  hardly  any  doubt  that  the  project  will  be  crowned  with 
success.  In  any  case  she  will  grow  tea  good  enough  for  the 
vitiated  taste  of  the  Khorasanis..  and  she  will  be  able  to  place  it  on 
this  market  in  10  or  12  days.  Thus,  a  few  years  hence  it  is  quite 
possible  our  trade  with  Khorasan  will  be  confined  to  a  little  cheap 
indigo  and  a  few  spices. 

British  Imports. 

British  During  the  past  year  I  have  endeavoured,  from  every  source 

imports:         possible,  to   ascertain   the    total  quantity   of  green  tea  which 
Green  tea.      reaches  Central  Asia  by  this  and  by  other  routes,  and  what  pro- 
portion of  it  is  Chinese  and  what  Indian,  but  my  efforts  have  not 
met  with  complete  success. 

I  have  shown  that  little  reliance  can  be  placed  on  Persian 
customs  returns.  But  from  them,  and  from  other  sources, 
and  after  long  and  careful  observation  I  have  drawn  the  following 
conclusions : — 

1.  Until  the  Batiim  route  was  opened  in  January,  1895,  the 
whole  green  tea  trade  of  Central  Asia  might  be  roughly  valued  at 
something  over  200,000/. 
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2.  More  than  two-thirds  of  this  tea  came  by  Meshed,  and  the 
remainder  went  through  Afghanistan. 

3.  More  than  two-thirds  (perhaps  four-fifths)  of  the  green  tea 
which  passed  through  Meshed  was  Chinese ;  and  the  remainder 
was  poor  stuff  manufactured  by  natives  of  India,  chiefly 
at  Kangra  and  drunk  only  by  the  lowest  Bokharans  and 
Turkomans. 

4.  During  the  past  year  about  half  as  much  green  tea  as  usual 
came  by  this  route,  and  the  proportion  of  Indian  to  Chinese 
has  been  much  the  same.  Certainly  not  more  than  one-third  was 
Indian. 

But  as  in  the  past  the  whole  of  the  Chinese  tea  for  Central 
Asia  has  been  first  placed  on  the  Bombay  market  before  being 
sent  on  to  Central  Asia,  it  appeared  that  from  India  we  should  be 
able  to  learn  the  exact  fact3.  The  Government  of  India  were 
accordingly  asked  last  August  for  any  information  they  could 
contribute  regarding  the  Persian  Gulf  trade  and  the  working  of 
the  new  Batiim  route.  The  reply  (for  which  I  have  delayed  this 
report)  has  only  just  been  received.  It  contains  much  information 
collected  apparently  with  great  trouble.  But  unfortunately  that 
relating  to  Indian  green  tea  is  exactly  the  reverse  of  what  I  believe 
to  be  the  case.  I  cannot  now  delay  this  report  for  several  months 
more  in  order  to  refer  again  to  India,  and  I  am  bound  not  to 
conceal  information  given  on  such  high  authority  as  that  of  the 
Collector  of  Customs,  Bombay.  I  can  only,  therefore,  quote  what 
he  says,  and  endeavour  to  show  why  I  believe  he  is  perhaps  in 
eiTor. 

He  s?ys,  "Green  tea:  This  is  by  far  the  most  important 
branch  of  the  trade  between  Bombay  and  the  Eussian  possessions 
in  Central  Asia.  The  tea  is  imported  from  China  into  Bombay, 
and  re-exported  from  here  to  Bandar  Abbas,  chiefly  by  Mogal 
merchants.  A  considerable  quantity  of  Indian  tea  is  also  shipped 
to  Bandar  Abbas  from  Bombay.     The  figures  are  :  — 


Year. 


1890-91 
1891-92 
1892-93 
1893-94 
1894-95 


Imports  from 
China. 


Lbs. 
3,820,646 
4,665,425 
4,779,775 
6,010,182 
4,613,581 


Re-exported 
to  Persia. 


Indian  Tea 

Exported  to 

Persia. 


Lbs. 
2,978,787 
3,115,548 
3,240,763 
3,305,830 
3,961,253 


Lbs. 

615,831 
2,197,694 

884,665 
1,962,046 
2,087,668 


"  The  figures  of  exports  of  China  tea  to  Persia  show,  as  might 
be  expected,  a  serious  falling-off  in  the  first  9  months  of  1895-96, 
whereas  the  increase  in  the  exports  of  Indian  tea  is  consider- 
able : — 
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China  tea 
Indian  tea 


Quantity. 

Lbs. 
1,193,090 
3,750,685 


"  As  a  set-off  against  this  the  exports  of  tea  to  Batiim,  which 
were  nil  before  1894-95,  were  as  follows  that  year,  and  in  the 
first  9  months  of  1895-96  :— 


Foreign  tea 
Indian  tea 


Quantity. 


1894-95. 


1895-96. 


Lbs. 
185,776 

Nil 


Lb«. 

1,314,868 

121,771 


"  On  the  whole,  therefore,  it  will  be  seen  that  Indian  tea  has 
benefited  by  the  new  customs  regulations,  while  the  trade  in 
China  tea  has  suffered,  though  not  as  yet  very  severely. 

"  There  is,  however,  some  risk  of  Bombay  losing  its  position 
as  the  centre  of  the  trade  in  China  tea,  in  consequence  of  the 
opening  of  the  Batiim  route.  It  is  stated  that  a  Kussian  agent 
visited  India  in  1894,  and' after  shipping  one  consignment  of 
China  tea  from  Bombay  in  the  name  of  a  Parsi  firm,  went  on 
to  China,  and  shipped  tea  direct  from  there  to  Batiim.  It  is 
also  said  that  it  is  now  becoming  the  habit  of  merchants  in 
Central  Asia  to  order  tea  from  China  direct,  transhipping  at 
Port  Said  instead  of  Bombay." 

Now,  I  may  say  at  once  that  I  think  the  figures  regarding 
Chiuese  tea  are  quite  correct.  In  fact,  they  agree  pretty  well 
with  my  own  estimate  in  all  details.  If,  for  instance,  we  deduct 
the  amount  that  came  this  way  in  past  years  from  the  total 
amount  received  at  Bombay,  and  if  we  make  allowance  for  what 
remained  in  India,  and  for  what  was  consumed  in  Afghanistan, 
we  learn  that  less  than  one-third  of  the  Chinese  tea  travelled  by 
the  Afghan  route  to  Central  Asia.  But  the  figures  regarding 
Indian  green  tea  seem  quite  impossible,  from  whatever  point  of 
view  they  are  scrutinised.  The  first  year  we  find  that  five  times 
as  much  Chinese  as  Indian  tea  came  by  this  route  (which  is 
probably  correct).  The  second  year  the  Indian  tea  made  a  great 
advauce,  the  amount  was  suddenly  multiplied  by  four,  and  the 
ratio  it  bore  to  the  Chinese  was  as  2  to  3. 

The  third  year  it  fell  back  to  its  old  position,  and  less  than 
one-fourth  of  the  whole  was  Indian. 

The  fourth  year  the  amount  more  than  doubled  again,  and  the 
next  year  it  made  a  further  increase. 

Finally,  between  April  1, 1895,  and  January  1, 1896,  we  are 
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told  that  by  this  and  the  Batiim  route  together  2,500,000  lbs.  of 
Chinese  tea  were  despatched  to  Central  Asia,  but  by  this  route 
alone  3,7o0,000  lbs.  of  Indian  tea,  that  is  to  say,  that  India  alone 
is  now  annually  supplying  Central  Asia  with  as  much  or  more 
green  tea  than  she  got  on  an  average  in  the  past  from  India  and 
China  combined. 

I  need  go  no  further  into  the  matter,  except  to  say  it  is  possible 
I  may  be  wrong.  There  may  be  some  Indian  green  tea  manufac- 
tured in  some  unknown  region  sent  here,  and  called  Chinese  tea. 
But  this  is  very  improbable,  as  British  planters  both  at  Kangra 
and  Kamaon  have  told  me  that  no  green  tea  is  manufactured  by 
Europeans  in  Northern  India,  and  only  little  by  natives,  and  I 
heard  as  late  as  February  last  from  Messrs.  Balmer,  Lowrie  and 
Co.,  the  great  tea  exporters  of  Calcutta,  that  "  green  tea  is  not 
manufactured  in  any  quantity  by  Indian  planters,  the  bulk  of  that 
trade  being  done  by  China."  Lastly,  the  Collector  has  given  us 
this  information  about  green  tea,  and  a  great  deal  more  about  all 
the  exports  to  the  Gulf,  but  he  has  not  mentioned  black  tea. 
Therefore,  I  imagine  be  has  mixed  his  Indian  teas,  and  has 
included  black  with  green,  which  would  account  for  the  error. 
For  much  black  tea  comes  to  Bandar  Abbas.  Bushire  alone  takes 
1,500,000  lbs.  of  it,  and  there  are  several  other  ports  extending 
right  up  to  Bussorah.  I  presume  too  that  exported  tea  does  not 
pass  through  the  custom-house.  In  that  case  the  Collector  had  to 
obtain  his  figures  from  outside  sources,  which  are,  perhaps,  no 
more  reliable  than  those  here.  It  is  almost  consolatory  at  such  a 
time  to  turn  to  Eussian  official  statistics,  and  to  find  that  they  are 
more  involved  than  our  own.  In  1894  they  show  that  342,729/. 
worth  of  green  tea  reached  Central  Asia  via  Afghanistan,  and 
166,729/.  worth  by  this  route.  These,  it  will  be  observed,  are  not 
given  as  approximate  round  numbers,  but  as  exact  figures,  and  they 
show  that  the  total  trade  was  worth  over  500,000/.,  and  tltat 
more  than  twice  as  much  travelled  by  Afghanistan  as  by  this 
route.  But  the  Eussians  had  then  no  control  over  this  customs  of 
Bokhara,  and  when  they  asked  for  statistics  no  doubt  got  them 
of  the  Meshed  pattern.  And  they  had  no  regular  customs  of 
their  own  even  on  this  frontier,  where  a  few  natives  only  collected 
nominal  dues  on  two  or  three  main  roads. 

1  shall  now  assume  that  my  own  conclusions  are  correct,  and 
will  continue  my  remarks  by  the  light  of  them.  We  have  learned 
from  India  that  more  than  half  of  the  Chinese  tea  exported  from 
Bombay  between  March,  1895,  and  January,  1896,  took  the  new 
Batum  route.  I  have  shown  why  the  remainder  came  this  way. 
I  think,  therefore,  that  we  may  assume  one  fact  more,  viz.,  that  if 
smuggling  can  be  put  a  stop  to  the  green  tea  will  eventually  leave 
this  route  altogether.  If  the  Collector's  figures  are  wrong,  so  also 
is  his  inference  that  the  Indian  tea  has  been  benefited  by  the  new 
customs  regulations.  In  fact,  from  the  last  paragraph  of  his 
remavks,  quoted  above,  its  seems  likely  that  though  only 
2,500,000  lbs.  of  China  tea  came  by  Bombay  the  balance  went 
direct  to  Batiim  from  China.  Thus  India  will  probably  lose  the 
handling  of  the  tea  by  which  she  has  up  till  now  profited. 
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Now,  the  whole  of  this  trade  20  years  ago  was  in  the  hands 
of  British  Indian  tea  planters.  To-day  they  do  not  supply  a  leaf. 
It  seems  strange  that  it  should  have  come  to  pass  that  while  Indian 
black  tea  has  been  steadily  driving  the  Chinese  article  out  of 
most  of  the  far-distant  markets  of  the  world,  Chinese  green  tea  in 
a  short  space  of  time,  and  apparently  without  an  effort,  drove  the 
Indian  article  clean  out  of  its  own  market.  I  say  this  because,  up  till 
new,  all  the  Chinese  tea  for  Central  Asia  has  come  first  to  Bom- 
bay, and  has  there  been  placed  on  the  market.  Aud  I  take  no 
notice  of  the  wretched  gTeen  tea  manufactured  by  natives  of 
India  for  poor  Bokharans  and  Turkomans,  and  which  does  not 
attempt  to  compete  with  the  Chinese  article.  These  are  probably 
the  last  words  I  shall  have  to  say  regarding  green  tea,  and  it  has 
struck  me  that  perhaps  our  planters  might  like  to  recapture  the 
trade  now  that  it  is  moving  from  this  precarious  to  a  civilised 
route.  Therefore  any  information  regarding  it  may  be  acceptable. 
We  have  a  Consul  at  Batiim,  and  there  are  several  respectable 
merchants  there  of  different  nationalities  who  might  be  glad  to 
act  as  agents,  and  would,  perhaps,  be  able  to  open  up  a  connection 
with  Merv,  Bokhara,  Samarkand,  and  Tashkand  (to  which  the 
railway  is  now  being  extended).  T  shall,  therefore,  add  a  few 
words  regarding  the  past  of  green  tea  which  may  prove  useful. 

Unfortunately  my  information  is  defective,  and  I  have  been 
unable  to  ascertain  all  the  causes  which  led  to  the  loss  of  this 
trade.  But  I  can  correct  one  very  erroneous  impression  which  I 
know  to  be  prevalent  even  at  the  present  day,  and  I  can  relate 
some  other  facts  not  generally  known,  and  from  them  draw  certain 
inferences. 

Two  things  it  appears  happened  simultaneously.  The  trade 
left  the  Afghan  route,  and  China  absorbed  it.  I  can  give  the 
reasons  in  the  first  case,  but  am  far  from  clear  about  the  second. 

I  have  been  unable  to  procure  exact  figures,  but  have  been 
informed  by  a  competent  authority  (viz.,  one  concerned)  that  some 
20  years  ago  Kamaon,  the  Dun  and  Kangra  manufactured  little 
else  but  green  tea,  and  he  estimated  that  those  three  tracts  alone 
supplied  Central  Asia  and  Afghanistan  with  about  6,000,000  lbs. 
of  it.  These  figures  are,  perhaps,  above  the  mark.  At  that  time 
China  only  placed  a  very  small  quantity  of  green  tea  on  the 
market,  and  the  northern  Indian  planter  never  had  such  good 
days,  and  probably  never  will  again.  There  was  no  trouble  of 
despatching  the  tea  to  distant  marts  on  the  chance  of  sale  on 
credit.  At  the  proper  season  the  Peshawar  and  other  merchants 
would  flock  up  and  buy  whole  crops,  paying  a  handsome  price 
down  for  them,  and  then  themselves  pack  and  trausport  the  tea 
from  the  gardens.  Or  if  the  tea  was  not  thus  disposed  of  it  was 
sent  to  Amritsar,  where  it  was  quickly  sold.  In  1872  the  price 
given  at  the  gardens  was  18  a.  per  1  lb.  Now  green  tea  is  manu- 
factured by  natives  who  sell  it  for  about  3  a.  per  1  lb.  It  is 
wretched  stuff  faced  with  a  sort  of  fuller's  earth. 

I  have  found  the  supposed  reason  for  tho  collapse  of  the 
trade  in  a  letter  from  a  planter  published  in  the  "  Indian  Pioneer  " 
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in  1887.  Unfortunately  I  have  not  seen  the  previous  corres- 
pondence which  then  appeared,  and  which  might  throw  some 
light  on  the  subject,  but  this  gentleman  expresses  the  belief  that 
"most  of  the  writers  have  been  misled."  He  then  continues, 
"Our  tea  market  was  Bokhara,  and  not  so  much  Afghanistan. 
The  latter  country  only  absorbed  a  small  quantity  of  the  tea  which 
was  sent  through  it ;  the  bulk  was  sold  to  merchants  for  or  from 
Bokhara.  All  the  same  I  agree  with  most  of  the  writers  that  the 
Afghan  authorities  are  generally  to  blame  for  the  total  collapse  of 
the  trade,  but  more  so  Kussia  from  the  time  she  got  paramount 
influence  over  Bokhara."  And  then  he  gives  the 
rates : — 

"  Taxes  on  1  maund  from  Peshawar  to  Bokhara : — 


following 


Amount. 

On  arriral  at  Kabul 

On  despatch  from  Kabul 

On  arrival  at  Bamian           . .         . .         . .         . . 

„          Khulam          

„          Bokhara         •• 
Duty  levied  by  Russia          

Bs.  a.    p. 

8    8    0 
16    0    0 

18    0 

2  0    0 

3  8    0 
88    0    0 

Total        

64    8    0 

"  The  above  were  the  rates  in  1884,  and  I  am  not  aware  that 
any  reduction  has  been  made : — 


Amount. 

Carriage  expenses  per  maund — 

Peshawar  to  Kabul            ..         ..         . . 

Kabul  to  Khulam 

Khulam  to  Bokhara 
Sundry  expenses,  such  as  bags,  packing,  &c. 

Bs.  a.    p. 

5  0    0 

6  8    0 
5    0    0 
14    0 

Total        

Add  the  taxes     . .         • . 

17  12    0 
64    8    0 

Grand  totul        « •         » . 

82    4    0" 

Now,  the  erroneous  impression  I  wish  to  correct  is  that 
attributing  blame  to  Kussia  in  this  matter  when  the  trade  collapsed 
neither  in  Turkestan  nor  in  Transcaspia,  nor  in  Bokhara  were  any 
but  nominal  dues  levied.  Bokhara  had  complete  control  over  her 
own  customs,  nor  do  I  believe  that  it  even  entered  the  heads  of 
the  Eussians  to  stop  this  trade.  I  have  related  above  that  the 
tariff  was  introduced  in  Turkestan  only  in  1886.  It  was  then,  I 
believe,  much  the  same  as  it  is  now,  and  I  do  not  think  Chinese 
tea  was  allowed  to  pass  at  a  lower  rate  than  Indian  tea.    But  it 
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was  late  in  1886  when  the  tariff  was  introduced,  and,  if  I  am  not 
mistaken,  the  whole  Indian  trade  had  virtually  collapsed  by  then. 
It  may  be  noted,  too,  that  Indian  green  tea  (i.e.,  the  native  stuff) 
pays  now  only  6  r.  duty  per  pood,  while  the  Chinese  pays 
14  r.  40  c.  This  is  a  distinct  concession  to  Indian  tea,  as  I  pointed 
out  it  in  my  last  report.  But  supposing  the  trade  had  not  at  that 
time  collapsed,  and  that  Chinese  tea  was  then  (1886)  admitted  into 
Turkestan  on  more  favourable  terms,  it  is  a  positive  certainty  that 
till  January,  1895,  only  nominal  dues  (2£  per  cent  ad  valorem) 
were  levied  in  Bokhara  and  Transcaspia.  Transcaspia,  I  have 
related,  was  not  ripe  for  the  change.  Nor  was  Bokhara.  The 
Russians  may  have  desired  to  collect  heavy  due,  but  they  had 
not  the  power.  They  knew  perfectly  well  that  these  dues  would 
not  support  the  large  customs  staff  requisite  for  Transcaspia  and 
Bokhara.  Trade  has  expanded  enormously  since  then,  but  it  is  not 
expected  that  there  will  be  any  profit  from  the  new  customs  just 
introduced  for  some  years  to  come.  A  map  will  show  for  how 
many  hundreds  of  miles  the  frontiers  of  Bokhara  and  Afghanistan 
are  contiguous.  How  could  the  Russians  have  prevented  the  tea 
being  smuggled  across,  except  by  means  of  a  large  and  costly 
frontier  guard?  But  Bokhara  was  at  that  time  entirely  inde- 
pendent of  Russia  with  regard  to  her  customs.  Both,  however, 
knew  that  a  tariff  was  out  of  the  question,  and  they,  therefore, 
sensibly  collected  dues  so  small  in  their  respective  territories 
that  there  was  no  occasion  for  smuggling.  Again,  it 
will  be  found  that  when  the  trade  began  to  collapse 
Russian  power  was  not  consolidated  on  this  side,  and 
she  would  not  have  been  so  foolish  as  to  force  the  hand 
of  Bokhara  at  such  a  time.  Geok  Teppe  only  fell  in 
1881,  and  Merv  was  nut  reached  till  1884,  and  I  believe 
it  will  be  found  that  between  those  years  the  actual 
collapse  took  place.  Now  it  is  very  easy  to  show  why  the  tea 
left  the  Afghan  and  took  to  this  route.  The  present  Amir 
ascended  the  throne  of  Afghanistan  in  1880,  and  finding  a 
depleted  treasury,  began  by  imposing  very  heavy  duties  on  all 
imports,  and  amongst  them  tea.  Then  the  route  through  Afghan- 
istan became  exceedingly  unsafe,  owing  to  the  continual  dis- 
turbed state  of  the  country.  Lastly,  the  traders  complained  that 
His  Highness  treated  them  in  a  very  high-handed  manner.  Thus 
their  eyes  were  turned  in  search  of  a  new  route,  and  it  so 
happened  that  this  one  had  just  been  rendered  perfectly  safe  by 
the  arrival  of  the  Russians  in  Transcaspia  and  the  suppression  of 
the  Turkoman  raids.  These  are  the  reasons  why  the  tea  took 
this  route.  Also  because  it  was  cheaper.  The  dues  were  5  per 
cent,  in  Persia,  2£  per  cent,  in  Transcaspia,  and  2£  per  cent  in 
Bokhara.  By  the  Afghan  route,  according  to  the  above  letter, 
and  leaving  out  the  imaginary  Russian  tax,  the  dues  were  33  per 
ceut.,  and  the  carriage  by  this  road  was  cheaper  by  at  least  2  rs. 
per  maund.  For  a  time  the  trade  almost  forsook  the  Afghan 
route.  It  did  not  cease  entirely,  because  the  Amir  compels  his 
merchants  to  carry  it  on,  and  of  late  years  it  seems  to  have 
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revived  somewhat,  no  doubt  owing  to  the  greater  security  of  the 
route. 

But  the  reasons  why  the  green  tea  passed  almost  suddenly 
from  India  to  China  are,  as  I  have  said,  not  at  all  clear.  I  have 
been  told  that  the  traders  ceased  to  come  for  the  tea,  and  the 
planters  then  ceased  to  manufacture  it.  But  why  the  traders 
ceased  to  appear  I  cannot  discover.  It  is  pretty  certain  these 
Central  Asian  traders  did  not  arrange  directly  with  China  to 
substitute  the  tea  of  that  country  for  India.  Probably  some 
enterprising  China  or  Bombay  merchant  read  the  signs  of  the 
times  and  began  to  place  the  Chinese  article  on  the  Bombay 
market  for  despatch  vi&  Meshed.  Prices  had  been  falling  in 
Northern  India  for  some  time,  and  perhaps  the  British  planters 
refused  to  go  lower,  and  turned  to  the  preparation  of  black  tea, 
which  had  just  then  begun  to  advance  with  rapid  strides,  and  to 
elbow  the  Chinese  article  out  of  the  markets  of  the  world.  In 
1881  Great  Britain  consumed  112,000,000  lbs.  of  Chinese  black 
tea,  and  48,000,000  lbs.  of  Indian  and  Ceylon  tea.  In  1893,  the 
consumption  was  36,000,000  lbs.  Chinese,  and  172,000,000  lbs. 
of  Indian  and  Ceylon.  This,  I  fancy,  must  be  the  explanation. 
But  it  seems  to  me  prices  are  now  very  good,  and  that  perhaps 
the  British  planter  may  be  inclined  to  turn  again  to  green  tea. 
A  Mr.  Moses,  who  is  a  leading  Chinese  tea  dealer  in  Bombay,  say3 
(under  date  of  last  October) : — "  The  prices  realised  of  hysons, 
which  form  the  bulk  of  the  business,  average  from  12  to  14 
annas  per  lb.,  and  young  hyson  1  rs.  to  1  rs.  4  a.  per  lb. 

Black  tea  improved  in  all  respects  during  the  past  year.  The  Blftck  *•»• 
quality  of  much  of  it  was  distinctly  better,  and  the  quantity 
brought  far  greater.  So  much  arrived  during  the  last  quarter  that 
prices  have  fallen  considerably.  The  whole  of  this  tea  is  Indian, 
except  a  small  quantity  from  Java.  A  brand  which  the  people 
here  call  "white  tea"  is  now  beginning  to  find  much  favour 
among  the  better  classes.  It  is  really  nothing  but  common  pekoe, 
with  a  sprinkling  of  the  unfermented  sun-dried  tips  thrown  in. 
Much  care  is  required  in  preparing  these  silver  tips,  and  a  pound 
of  them  would  cost  perhaps  15  rupees.  But  sprinkling  of  them  is 
sufficient  to  impart  a  very  delicate  perfume  to  any  tea,  and  with 
this  the  Persians  have  been  greatly  taken.  The  brand  sold  here 
is  really  poor  stuff,  with  only  a  slight  odour,  but  the  upper  classes 
now  use  hardly  any  other,  especially  during  ceremonial  visits.  It 
sells  here  for  5  tumans  a  m&n  retail,  say  about  2  rs.  8  a.,  Or 
nearly  3s.  per  lb. 

The  remarks  in  my  last  trade  report  regarding  the  vile  tea 
which  was  placed  on  this  market  attracted  some  attention  in 
India,  and  led  to  correspondence  with  the  Indian  Tea  Association 
and  others,  which  I  believe  will  have  (if  it  already  has  not  had)  a 
good  effect.  The  sources  from  which  the  bad  tea  came  have  been 
discovered,  and  a  respectable  retired  British  pensioner  here  is  new 
going  to  receive  small  consignments  of  pure  tea  from  two  or 
three  firms,  and  try  what  he  can  do  with  them.  Of  four  samples 
of  tea  which  I  sent  to  the  Indian  Tea  Association,  three  were 
(2235)  b 
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condemned  as  rubbish,  and  the  fourth  was  valued  at  7  a.  per  lb. 
in  Calcutta  (say  11  a.  in  Meshed).  But  here  its  retail  price  was 
1  rs.  10  a.  Very  little  of  that  tea,  however,  was  selling.  It  was 
the  condemned  stuff  which  the  mass  of  the  people  drank.  The 
people  are  accustomed  now  to  rank  tea,  which  they  drink  with 
plenty  of  sugar,  and  perhaps  prefer  it  to  best  orange  pekoe.  This 
should  be  borne  in  mind.  At  present  the  mass  of  the  people  want 
a  cheap,  coarse  tea.  In  time  their  taste  may  improve,  and  they 
may  learn  to  prefer  the  flavour  of  the  tea  to  that  of  the  sugar. 
If  we  exclude  this  so-called  white  tea  (which  is  far  from  good),  it 
has  up  to  the  present  been  impossible  to  obtain  in  Meshed  any 
Indian  tea  worth  drinking  for  its  own  sake.  And  so  no  Russian, 
Persian,  or  native  of  Central  Asia  seems  to  believe  that  India 
can  produce  good  tea.  When  that  is  wanted  they  buy  what  is 
called  Bussian  tea  (i.e.,  Chinese  tea  done  up  at  Moscow  iu  Russian 
wrappers),  and  they  have  to  pay  an  exceedingly  high  price  for  it 
It  is  said  that  much  of  this  tea  is  really  Indian,  passed  by  the 
Moscow  merchants  as  Chinese.  There  is  no  doubt  that  plenty  of 
Indian  tea  goes  there,  and  yet  none  seems  to  be  advertised.  Great 
Britain  alone  sends  direct  to  Eussia  over  3,000  tons  of  tea 
annually,  and  it  would  be  interesting  to  learn  how  much  of  it  is 
Indian.  At  present  a  Bussian  so  dislikes  Indian  tea  that  he  will 
probably  decline  to  taste  it  I  have  explained  in  my  last  report 
that  this  is  not  all  prejudice,  as  there  is  a  distinct  difference  in 
the  flavour  of  the  two.  This  apparently  is  solely  due  to  the 
methods  of  preparation,  and  Indian  planters  have  assured  me 
that  such  can  be  remedied.  If  so,  there  should  now  be  a  good 
opening  for  first-class  Indian  teas  here,  for  the  following  reason. 
Black  tea,  Indian  or  Chinese,  entering  Eussia  Proper  pays  a  duty 
of  21  gold  r.  (say  32  paper  r.)  per  pood ;  but  by  this  route  it 
may  enter  Central  Asia  on  payment  of  only  25  paper  r.  Now 
it  is  clear  that  even  a  prejudiced  person,  who  has  to  pay  from  3  r. 
to  5  r.  per  lb.  for  this  Moscow  tea,  will  exchange  it  for  an  equal 
or  a  better  article  costing  less  than  2  r.  All  that  is  necessary  is 
to  undeceive  him,  first  to  prove  to  him  that  if  he  is  not  drinking 
pure  Indian  tea  at  present,  he  is  very  probably  drinking  a 
mixture.  This  should  not  be  difficult.  Here  is  what  Mr.  Michell 
says  in  his  report  for  1894: — 

"  This  abnormal  condition  of  things ,?  (the  customs  revenue 
derived  from  tea  had  diminished  since  1879,  although  the  duty  had 
been  raised)  "  could  only  be  attributed  partly  to  the  increased  intro- 
duction of  smuggled  tea  into  the  country,  but  chiefly  to  the 
fraudulent  adulteration  of  tea  in  the  home  market  with  spurious 
substitutes  such  as  old  tea  leaves,  leaves  of  the  willow  herb  plant, 
&c."  Labelling  of  tea  is  therefore  now  compulsory,  but  Mr.  Michell 
does  not  believe  it  will  prove  entirely  effectual.  But  this  refers  to 
adulteration  only,  and  will  not  probably  prevent  merchants  labelling 
good  Indian  tea  as  Chinese.  If,  then,  the  Eussians  in  Central  Asia 
find  they  probably  are  drinking  Indian  tea  already,  and  if  at  the 
same  time  they  are  offered  the  same  quality,  brought  by  this  route 
at  a  much  lower  rate  they  will  get  rid  of  their  prejudices.    The 
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whole  Kussian  army  of  Central  Asia  and  the  Russian  civil  popula- 
tion, as  well  as  all  Persians  settled  there,  drink  only  black  tea,  and 
the  better  classes  among  the  natives  it  is  said  are  now  taking  to  it. 
The  Indian  black  tea  trade,  then,  might  be  considerably  expanded 
in  this  direction,  but  it  has  first  to  win  a  good  name  either  by 
adapting  the  taste  of  the  people  to  it,  or  by  being  adapted  to  their 
taste. 

I  regret  that  in  my  last  report  I  fell  into  an  error  which  I 
gladly  correct  here.  I  quoted  the  Indian  Tea  Association  (London), 
and  stated  "  That  in  1881  the  average  price  of  the  tea  in  the 
London  market  was  U.  5d,  now  it  is  91<L"  and  I  remarked  that 
this  included  4d.  duty,  but  it  does  not,  for  the  teas  are  sold  in 
bond,  the  buyer  paying  the  duty.  And  I  may  now  add  that  the 
apparent  fall  from  1*.  bd.  to  9%d.  is  pretty  well  accounted  for,  so 
far  as  the  Indian  produce  is  concerned,  by  the  difference  in  his 
favour  between  the  exchange  of  1881  and  that  of  the  present  day. 

No  British  broadcloth  and  few  or  none  of  our  woollen  goods  Piece-goods, 
find  their  way  to  Khorasan.  These  are  for  the  most  part  supplied 
by  Austria  and  Germany.  Much  of  the  broadcloth,  too,  comes  from 
Russia.  Superfine  cloth  is  not  procurable,  and  most  of  that 
brought  here  is  of  a  hard,  inferior  quality  with  a  good  deal  of  gloss 
on  it. 

Our  cotton  piece-goods  consist  chiefly  of  sheetings,  shirtings, 
chintz,  and  Turkey-reds.  The  English  and  Indian  sheetings  have 
possession  of  the  market,  none  being  sent  here  by  the  Russians 
yet.  The  unbleached  sheetings  are  used  chiefly  by  the  lower 
classes  as  shirtings,  and  the  single  sheet  the  better  classes  only 
sleep  on  is  made  of  shirting.  Our  shillings  are  incomparably 
superior  to  the  Russian,  and  being  only  slightly  dearer  find  a 
larger  sale. 

With  chintzes  it  is  difficult,  and  I  regret  to  say  we  are  now 
in  the  background,  and  are  likely  to  remain  there.  In  the  year 
before  last  our  printed  goods  held  their  own,  and  the  price  of  them 
and  of  Russian  prints  was  about  the  same.  During  the  past  year, 
however,  Russian  prices  have  fallen  on  an  average  about  \d.  a 
yard,  and  ours  have  remained  stationary.  And  there  is  but  little 
doubt,  I  fear,  that  ours  are  selling  now  at  no  profit,  and  probably 
at  actual  loss,  while  the  Russian  article  returns  profit,  and  can,  if 
necessary,  go  lower.  All  this  is  attributed  in  the  bazaars  to  the 
fall  in  the  value  of  the  rouble,  but  as  the  1/.  sterling  has  also  fallen, 
we  must  look  for  other  reasons  besides.  I  have  already  described 
the  greater  facilities  the  Russians  have  in  the  matter  of  transport, 
and  under  "  Cotton "  will  be  found  still  more  cogent  reasons. 
England  still  turns  out  immeasurably  the  best  article,  whether  it 
be  chintz,  calico,  or  Turkey  reds,  but  the  best  article  is  not  wanted 
here.  A  cheap  medium,  or  even  third-class,  article  is  required,  and 
Russia  is  in  a  better  position  now  than  ourselves  to  supply  that. 
And  Russian  cotton  goods  of  all  descriptions  are,  besides,  showing 
a  marked  improvement  every  year.  In  Persia  chintzes  are  put  to 
a  variety  of  uses,  and  are  employed  in  the  making  of  women's 
dresses,  shirts,  blouses,  head-coverings,  wrappers  (the  equivalent  of 
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dressing-gowns),  curtains,  cushions,  and  even  sometimes  floor 
coverings.  There  is  a  great  demand  for  them,  but  the  market  has 
been  overstocked  for  years.  A  fair  quantity  of  the  British 
article  finds  its  way  by  the  Black  Sea  route,  being  purchased  by 
the  agents  of  the  merchants  here  at  Tabriz  or  at  Teheran.  That 
which  comes  by  the  Persian  Gulf  is  purchased  generally  at  Yezd ; 
seldom  or  never  is  it  consigned  direct  to  Meshed  from  Bombay. 
Some  months  ago  a  merchant  here  purchased  6,000  tumans* 
worth  of  our  prints  at  Yezd  just  before  the  price  of  the  Russian 
prints  fell.  There  was  some  delay  on  the  road,  and  his  transport 
expenses  seem  to  have  been  unusually  heavy.  He  cannot  now 
sell  them  except  at  a  great  loss,  and  so  declares  he  is  ruined. 
This  matter  is  a  common  topic  of  conversation  among  the  traders 
in  the  bazaar,  and  must  cause  others  to  hesitate  before  they  order 
British  chintzes.  But  as  long  as  credit  can  be  obtained,  and  fraud 
goes  unpunished,  there  will  always  be  plenty  of  candidates  to 
purchase  consignments  even  at  an  apparent  loss.  And  it  is  quite 
likely  that  in  the  ca3e  I  have  mentioned,  the  merchant  here, 
though  undoubtedly  a  loser,  is  thinking  of  repudiating  all  or  a 
portion  of  his  debt  for  the  goods. 

British  cretonnes  are  only  brought  here  in  small  quantities, 
and  find  little  sale.  The  colour  and  patterns  are  somewhat  too 
sober  to  attract  the  Persians.  The  Russian  article  is  of  a  different 
style  and  texture,  of  good  design  and  colour,  and  is  much 
appreciated  here. 

Our  Turkey-reds  are  really  twills,  infinitely  superior  and 
relatively  cheaper  than  the  Russian  article.  But  the  latter  is 
stout  and  serviceable,  and  finds  a  fair  sale.  The  British  article  is 
really  too  good  for  the  market,  but  there  is  no  great  demand  for 
any  quality.  Till  quite  recently,  only  the  executioner  and  his 
myrmidons,  and  a  few  running  footmen  of  the  Governor-General, 
wore  red,  and  the  colour  was  held  in  abhorrence  by  the  pe&ple. 
But  now  it  is  being  adopted  by  some  regiments,  and  the  preju- 
dice will  perhaps  die  out.  The  returns  show  that  1,200/.  worth 
of  muslin  reached  Meshed  during  the  year  and  that  none  passed 
on  to  Russia.  Probably  much  more  arrived,  and  a  great  deal 
must  have  passed  on,  as  Russia  cannot  yet  make  muslin,  or,  any- 
how, supply  her  own  wants.  It  is  stated  on  fair  authority  that 
1,000£  worth  was  smuggled  across,  and  as  the. duty  is  1  rouble 
per  pound  the  statement  is  probably  correct.  Although  the 
returns  show  muslin  separately,  the  customs  people  here  do  not 
discriminate  between  them  and  piece  goods,  as  the  duty  on  both 
is  the  same,  so  it  is  impossible  to  hazard  the  roughest  estimate  as 
to  the  amount  which  really  arrives.  (Patterns  and  prices  of 
Russian  chintzes,  cretonnes,  skirtings,  and  Turkey-reds  are 
enclosed.*) 
Cotton  yam  We  still  hold  almost  complete  command  of  the  market  in 
and  twist.  these,  but  Russia  has  began  to  compete  with  us,  and  will  pro- 
bably very  soon  become  a  rival. 

§ 
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All  the  indigo  which  comes  here  is  from  Scinde,  and  of  inferior  Indigo, 
quality.    The  price  is  from  20  to  27  krans  per  man  (6£  lbs.). 


Russian  Imports. 

Bussia  has  no  rival  to  contend  with  in  these  three  articles  on  Kuarim  i 
the  Khorasan  market.    The  average  price  of  loaf  sugar  is  about  g^^ : 
3d.  per  lb.,  but  a  corner  is  often  made,  and  it  may  run  up  in  a  candles,  and 
day  to  5d     It  is  much  the  same  with  kerosene,  which  is  sold  in  kerosene  oil. 
tins  here  holding  about  100  lbs.  at  an  average  price  of  about  ljrf. 
per  lb. 

I  have  described  these  in  comparing  them  with  British  piece-  Piece-goods, 
goods,  and  have  enclosed  patterns.  But  I  must  not  forget  to 
mention  an  imitation  broadcloth  (patterns  also  enclosed),  which 
finds  great  sale  here.  It  is  a  species  of  drill  with  a  nap,  which 
looks  very  smart  when  new,  but  soon  assumes  a  faded,  greasy 
appearance.  The  dark  browns  and  drabs  are  very  popular.  A 
Persian  master  seldom  pays  his  servants  wages  in  cash,  but  at 
Nauroz,  the  New  Year,  he  must  give  each  of  them  a  new  suit. 
And  this  imitation  broadcloth  serves  the  occasion  admirably, 
for  the  menial  can  be  made  temporarily  resplendent  in  a  frock 
coat  with  pleated  tails,  the  whole  suit  (including  tailor's  wages) 
costing  less  than  15s. 

Exports  to  Russia. 

The  wool  of  Khorasan  is  justly  celebrated.    The  total  produce  Exports  to 
of  the  province  has  been  estimated  at  20,000,000  lbs.     The  total  *g***x 
amount    exported    towards    Bussia    is    said    to    be    between     °0, 
6,000,000  and  7,000,000  lbs.,  but  of  this  Bussia  only  takes  for 
herself  some   200,000   or  300,000   lbs.,  the  remainder  going  on 
to  Marseilles.    The  price  is  about  22  krans  per  pood,  or  some- 
thing over  3d.  per  lb. 

In  past  trade  reports  I  have  referred  to  the  increase  of  cotton-  Cotton, 
growing  in  Turkestan  and  Transcaspia,  and  have  also  related  how 
Khorasan  has  been  encouraged  to  cultivate  the  plant  for  the 
Bussian  market.  Turkestan  now  sends  between  40,000  and 
50,000  tons  of  cotton  annually  to  Bussia,  and  the  cultivation  is 
increasing  to  such  an  extent  that  it  is  hoped  that  the  figures  will 
be  quadrupled  in  ten  years,  and  then  Bussia  will  be  independent 
of  the  Western  market.  This  is  her  undoubted  object,  and  with 
that  end  in  view  the  duty  on  American  cotton  entering  Bussia  was 
raised  in  December,  1894,  from  1  gold  r.  40  c.  to  2  gold  r.  10  c. 
per  pood.  Persian  cotton,  on  the  other  hand,  is  admitted 
on  a  payment  of  5  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  In  other  words,  a  duty 
of  65.  'M.  is  paid  on  36  lbs.  of  American  cotton,  and  on  the  same 
amount  of  Persian  cotton  about  5d.  At  Nishapur,  one  of  the 
great  cotton  centres  of  Persia,  I  saw  last  autumn  very  large 
nuantities  of  cotton  being  packed  and  exported  to  Ashkabad.  It 
was  selling  at  4  krans  per  man,  or  about  3d.  per  lb.     Considering 
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that  middling  Americans  were  at  that  time  fetching  only  4JA  in 
the  Liverpool  market,  the  rate  may  be  considered  excellent,  for 
Persian  cotton  has  a  short  staple,  and  is  really  of  an  inferior 
quality.  During  the  lapt  three  years  American  seed  has  been 
brought  to  Khorasan  in  large  quantities,  and  distributed  gratis, 
conditionally  on  the  recipient  selling  his  crop  to  the  donor  at  the 
market  rate ;  but  this  seed  has  not  proved  a  great  success  so  far. 
Around  the  town  of  Nishapur  none  was  cultivated,  and  the  people 
declared  they  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  it  It  appears  that 
a  couple  of  years  ago  they  were  induced  to  sow  it,  having  been 
assured  that  they  would  reap  rich  harvests.  But  it  so  happened 
that  that  year,  for  some  reason  or  other,  the  crop  was  no  better 
than  the  Persian,  and  the  people  then,  no  doubt,  after  the 
exaggerated  praises  they  had  heard  of  it,  fancied  themselves 
cajoled.  They  gave  a  variety  of  reasons  for  preferring  their  own 
plant,  some  of  them  not  worth  repeating.  But  they  seemed  all  to 
agree  that  the  Persian  plant  is  more  hardy,  and  requires  less 
looking  after — a  most  important  factor  for  a  Persian.  But  around 
the  town  of  Nishapur  not  much  cotton  is  grown,  and  I  had 
not  the  time  to  visit  the  south  of  the  valley,  where  it  is  cultivated 
extensively.  I  was  told  that  in  the  A'ashkabad  sub-division  the 
American  seed  has  proved  a  success.  Some  days  later  I  found 
the  American  and  Persian  plants  being  cultivated  side  by  side  in 
the  Meshed  Valley,  and  the  contrast  was  striking.  The  American 
plant  was  larger,  had  a  greater  number  of  pods,  and  each  of  them 
contained,  perhaps,  four  times  as  much  cotton  as  the  Persian  pods. 
The  staple  of  the  American  plant,  too,  was  much  longer  and  finer, 
and  had  a  more  silky  appearance.  This  was  in  a  much  colder 
region  than  the  sheltered  and  warm  Nishapur  Valley,  and,  there- 
fore, I  infer  that  the  American  plant  would  flourish  in  any  part 
of  Khorasan.  I  saw  some  more  afterwards,  nearer  Meshed,  which 
had  thriven  equally  well.  The  people  say  they  will  cultivate  it 
for  the  Bussian  market,  but  Persian  cotton  for  home  use. 

In  Turkestan  it  is  said  a  cultivator  can  make  7/.  an  acre 
annually  by  cotton  growing  after  the  first  year.  Thus  cereals  are 
neglected,  and  Turkestan  has  to  obtain  a  quantity  of  her  food 
supplies  from  outside. 

To  encourage  the  sale  of  her  cotton  goods  in  Khorasan,  and 
also  the  export  of  raw  cotton  from  Khorasan  to  Bussia,  the  Bussian 
Government  grants  a  bounty  on  all  cotton  piece-goods  exported 
to  Khorasan,  provided  that,  with  the  sale  proceeds,  the  exporters 
buy  and  send  back  raw  cotton  to  Bussia.  Accordingly  four 
Armenians  are  posted  at  the  town  of  Nishapur  selling  cotton 
piece-goods  and  buying  raw  cotton.  What  the  total  outturn  of 
cotton  from  Khorasan  may  be  it  is  impossible  to  compute.  But 
the  Bussian  War  Office  Beturns  of  1892  showed  that  140,000 
poods  of  Persian  cotton  reached  the  Transcaspian  Bailway  that 
year  for  export  to  Bussia.  Since  then  both  the  cultivation  and 
the  quantity  exported  has  greatly  increased. 

If  we  now  turn  to  Bussia  proper  to  ascertain  what  becomes 
of  all  this  cotton,  we  learn  that  while  in  England  there  is  a 
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depression  in  the  industry,  in  Eussia  in  1894  many  new  mills 
were  erected,  and  the  number  of  spindles  was  increased  by 
150,000.  Mr.  Michell  says,  "  The  large  profits  made  by  most  of 
the  Bussian  cotton  mills  was  manifested  by  the  extraordinarily 
high  dividends  they  paid  their  shareholders.  Compare  this  with 
the  review  of  the  year<  1895  in  the  "  Times,"  which  states  that 
92  companies,  with  a  capital  of  6,450,000/.  divide  a  net  profit  of 
54,200/.,  or  not  quite  1  per  cent."  All  this  proves  that  the  fall  in 
the  value  of  the  rouble  is  not  the  only  reason  why  Bussian  cotton 
goods  can  be  sold  cheaper  than  our  own.  It  has  the  effect  that 
the  price  of  goods  bought  with  roubles  naturally  becomes  cheaper. 
But  though  the  1/.  sterling  has  also  fallen  in  value,  our  goods 
cannot  be  sold  any  cheaper,  because  before  the  rate  fell  they  were 
selling  really  without  profit.  Again,  if  the  Bussian  mill-owners 
can  pay  such  high  dividends,  it  is  evident  that  Bussian  goods  can 
be  sold  still  cheaper  if  necessary.  And  labour  is  much  cheaper 
in  Bussia.  Thus,  the  position  is  this.  Bussian  goods  are  every 
year  improving  in  quality,  and  are  now  selling  cheaper  than 
our  own  at  a  profit,  and  can  go  still  lower.  British  goods,  on  the 
other  hand,  are  dearer,  and  are  selling  at  little  or  no  profit.  For 
these  reasons  I  have  been  led  to  believe  that  our  future  prospects 
with  regard  to  the  sale  of  cotton  goods  in  Khorasan  are  gloomy  in 
the  extreme. 

Wheat  continued  during  the  year  to  be  sent  across  the  frontier  Gemli. 
openly  in  enormous  quantities.  In  my  report  for  1893-94  I  stated 
that  this  wholesale  export  of  wheat  was  having  a  disastrous  effect 
on  the  province,  and  has  so  raised  the  price  of  bread  and  caused 
such  scarcity  that  two  or  three  rather  serious  riots  had  been  the 
result.  And  this  after  a  fair  harvest.  I  said  further  that  the 
province  can  after  an  ordinary  harvest  spare  little  or  no  wheat,  if 
the  population,  who  are  very  poor,  are  to  be  fed  cheaply.  This 
fact  is  realised  by  the  Persian  Government,  who  again  and  again 
have  issued  the  most  stringent  orders  forbidding  the  export  of 
wheat. 

In  my  last  report  I  was  able  to  state  that  the  harvest  of 
1894  was  the  best  that  had  been  for  many  years,  and  in  conse- 
quence bread  became  cheaper.  The  harvest  of  1895  was  even  more 
bountiful,  and,  what  is  more  remarkable,  the  prospects  this  year 
are  again  excellent.  I  do  not  simply  mean  by  this  that  the  arti- 
ficially-irrigated crops  were  successful,  they  generally  are  so,  but 
that  the  people  indulged  in  the  speculation  of  sowing  out  in  the 
open  country,  trusting  solely  to  the  spring  rains  for  irrigation,  and 
that  these  crops  were  successful  two  years  running,  and  promise 
well  for  the  third.  Such  has,  perhaps,  not  happened  before 
during  the  century.  In  Khorasan  some  rain  and  snow  fell  during 
the  winter,  and  in  the  spring  there  are  rains  at  irregular  intervals 
during  two  or  three  months.  Sometimes  these  are  very  light,  and 
other  times  they  may  occur  after  intervals  perhaps  of  20  and  30 
days,  and  with  such  force  that  floods  are  the  result,  and  during 
the  intervals  the  soil  may  be  parched  by  a  scorching  sun.  All 
£his  is  useless  for  the  cultivation  depending  only  on  the  rainfall. 
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For  it  the  hard  ground  must  be  softened  towards  the  end  of 
winter  by  rain  or  by  melting  snow,  and  the  spring  rains  must 
shortly  follow  and  be  so  distributed  that  the  crops  shall  not  dry 
up — i.e.t  there  must  be  a  good  downfall  at  least  every  10  or  15  days 
till  about  the  middle  of  May,  or  later,  if  the  crops  are  not  advanced. 
Barley  is  generally  cut  about  June  7,  and  wheat  three  weeks  later. 
The  climate  of  Knorasan  is  as  fickle  as  any  on  earth  during  the 
spring.  There  may  be  abundance  of  rain,  or  hardly  any  at  all ; 
and  snow  may  fall  at  the  end  of  April,  or  summer  heat  be  ex- 
perienced early  in  March.  The  people  here  have  a  theory  that 
the  greater  the  snowfall  in  winter,  the  better  the  spring  rains,  and 
consequently  after  much  snow  they  invariably  sow  these  "daimah"* 
crops.  This  year,  however,  there  was  no  snow  till  the  end  of 
January,  and  only  one  other  fall  on  February  10,  but  since  then 
up  to  the  time  of  writing  the  rainfall  has  been  so  great  and  fre- 
quent that  the  soil  has  never  since  been  dry  except  on  the  surface. 
As  the  end  of  winter  approaches,  if  the  ground  has  been 
softened,  the  people  begin  to  move  cautiously  and  to  mark  out 
plots  of  land,  and  if  the  prospects  improve  their  numbers  increase, 
and  then  ploughing  and  sowing  commences.  This  daimah  culti- 
:eat  fascination  for  the  people,  and  there  is  much 
it  proves  successful.  It  is  to  begin  with  a  specula- 
id  by  many  religious  men  as  gambling  and  therefore 
ps  once  in  4  or  5  years  it  succeeds,  but  the  people 
se,  sow  every  year.  On  the  mountain  ranges,  \yhere 
greater,  and  especially  around  and  above  Kuchan, 
rops  are  generally  successful.  The  Kopet  Dagh 
icts  the  moisture  of  the  Caspian,  and  Kuchan  is 
lated  to  receive  it  Crops  requiring  artificial  irriga- 
tion are  mostly  sown  in  the  autumn,  so  that  in  the  spring  the 
peasantry  are  not  very  busily  engaged  and  have  time  for  daimah 
sowing,  which  requires  very  little.  The  ground  is  simply  scratched 
and  the  seed  is  then  sown  and  left  to  its  fate.  And  it  is  not  the 
peasantry  alone  who  engage  in  it,  but  numbers  of  town  people, 
especially  the  indolent.  Two  or  three  days'  light  labour  and  a  few 
handfuls  of  seed  mean  bread  for  a  whole  year,  and  that  of  a  most 
excellent  quality.  The  flour  of  daimah  wheat  is  infinitely  superior 
to  that  of  the  "  abi "  (watered).  It  is  whiter  and  has  a  delicious 
taste.  Again,  the  cultivator  becomes  for  the  time  being  the  proud 
possessor  of  as  many  acres  as  he  cares  to  monopolise,  and  there  is 
besides  no  formality  to  be  gone  through,  and  no  reference  necessary 
to  any  authority  for  permission.  He  simply  takes  possession  of 
the  plot  that  suits  him,  and  draws  a  line  round  it  as  a  boundary. 
Water  is  scarce  in  Khorasan,  and  only  an  infinitesimal  portion  of 
the  province  is  under  regular  cultivation.  Millions  of  acres  of 
rich  virgin  soil  lie  fallow  for  want  of  the  necessary  water.  But 
when  the  spring  rains  are  propitious  all  this  soil  becomes  of  greater 
value  than  the  other  to  those  who  care  to  make  use  of  it.  And 
there  is  room  enough  for  all.  In  fact  the  daimah  crops  are  all 
most  loosely  sown,  and  in  some  cases  the  stalks  are  so  far  apart, 

*  land  not  requiring  artificial  irrigation. 
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that  at  the  harvest  those  from  each  seed  have  to  be  cut  separately. 
But  while  a  m£n  of  abi  yields,  when  sown,  only  on  an  average  10 
or  12,  a  man  of  daimah  may  yield  up  to  50.  Those  who  can 
afford  it  plough  the  land  with  a  yoke  of  oxen,  but  one  donkey  is 
sufficient,  or  even  a  human  being  may  be  seen  sometimes  drawing 
the  plough  with  a  boy  directing  it  perhaps.  The  plots  are  not 
enclosed  and  no  one  thinks  of  watching  them.  Some  are  close  to 
the  town  or  village,  and  others  miles  away  on  the  slopes  of  the 
hills.  If  the  rains  are  sufficient  the  crop  progresses  and  is  reaped 
at  the  proper  time,  if  not,  it  withers  sooner  or  later  and  there  is 
an  end  of  it.  This  year  sufficient  rain  has  already  fallen  for  the 
daimah  crops.  Unfortunately  the  irrigated  crops,  and  some  of  the 
daimah  too,  have  lately  developed  an  unhealthy  appearance 
and  are  turning  yellow,  but  the  ear  does  not  seem  to  be  affected, 
and  the  people  are  not  alarmed,  they  say  the  wheat  will  suffer  only 
a  little. 

The  results  of  these  bountiful  harvests  has  been  as  follows  : — 
Bread  in  the  towns  has  been  fairly  cheap,  though  twice  the 
price  it  would  have  been  had  there  been  no  exportation  of  wheat, 
but  the  village  proprietors  and  the  peasants  have  had  a  very  good 
time.  There  has  been  a  surplus,  and  it  was  fortunate  for  them 
that  they  could  sell  it,  but  apparently  there  are  no  reserves,  and 
should  the  crop  fail  this  year  or  next,  the  province  will  be  at  once 
plunged  into  a  famine,  and  even  a  moderate  harvest  will  probably 
mean  dearness,  semi-starvation,  and  bread  riots  in  Meshed.  No 
doubt  the  villagers  have  had  the  sense  to  reserve  out  of  their 
abundance  enough  wheat  for  their  own  households  for  one  year, 
but  Meshed  alone  requires  from  25  to  30  tons  a  day,  and  there  are 
other  towns  besides.  Years  of  scarcity  are  bound  to  come  sooner 
or  later.  Meantime,  while  abundance  lasts  the  export  of  wheat 
is  proving  a  blessing  to  many,  and  has  brought  money  into  the 
land.  I  am  afraid  this  is  not  proving  altogether  an  unqualified 
blessing,  as  it  is  making  the  peasant  more  luxurious.  Formerly 
for  him  light  labour  just  gave  what  life  required  but  gave  no  more, 
and  his  best  riches  were  ignorance  of  wealth.  Now  he  has  touched 
money  and  he  must  have  it,  in  fact,  the  inevitable  economic  revo- 
lution, the  result  of  first  contact  with  civilisation,  is  quietly  taking 
place,  and  before  it  is  complete  the  people  will  swallow  their  share 
of  sweets  and  bitters.  In  the  end  the  province  should,  and  indeed 
must,  profit.  Life  and  property  are  now  secure  (from  external 
foes),  and  a  railway  is  close  at  hand  bringing  purchasers  who  do 
not  confiscate  but  pay  ready  money  for  all  they  buy.  There  is 
scarcity  of  water,  but  Northern  Khorasan  consists  of  a  succession 
of  valleys  shut  in,  some  of  them  by  very  lofty  and  extensive 
mountains.  It  only  requires  money  to  tap  these  and  bring  the 
water  from  their  springs  by  underground  channels  to  the  valleys 
below,  then  cultivation  would  extend.  Iu  crossing  the  Binalud 
Eange  on  my  return  journey  to  Meshed  from  Nishapur,  it  took 
me  2  hours  to  ride  across  one  corner  of  the  Sultan  Maidan  plateau. 
It  is  a  magnificent  plain  nearly  6,000  feet  above  sea-level,  with  a 
grand  prospect  of  hills  all  round,  but  as  far  as  my  vision  extended  I 
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could  not  see  above  two  villages  on  it,  yet  1  crossed  one  small 
river,  and  there  must  be  abundance  of  springs  in  the  hills.  It  had 
been  raining  and  the  soil  seemed  as  rich  as  that  of  Ireland. 

The  speculators  at  the  present  time  pay  a  ridiculously  low 
price  for  the  wheat  they  buy.  A  dozen  years  ago  after  such 
harvests  wheat  would  have  been  a  tuman  or  two  a  kharwar,  but 
prices  have  gone  up,  and  it  has  been  during  the  past  year  at 
Meshed  5  tumans,  and  at  Kuchan  and  Kishapur  4  tunians.  The 
speculators,  however,  do  not  purchase  in  the  town,  but  go  to  the 
villages  and  buy  the  wheat,  often  by  means  of  advances  before 
the  crops  are  cut,  for  3  tumans  or  less,  i.e.,  less  than  10s.  per 
quarter.  Wheat  in  Kussia  Proper  is,  let  us  say,  22*.  per  quarter, 
after  a  fair  harvest.  Turkestan  and  Transcaspia,  especially  the 
former  province,  cultivate  so  much  cotton  that  their  wheat  crop  is 
quite  insufficient,  and  they  have  to  obtain  supplies  from  outside. 
Cotton  growing  pays  so  well  that  they  can  afford  to  purchase 
imported  wheat,  consequently  large  quantities  are  being  brought 
continually  from  Kussia  Proper  across  the  Caspian  to  feed  these 
populations.  This  being  the  case  it  is  easy  to  see  why  there  is 
such  a  demand  for  Khorasan  wheat.  Russian  wheat  costs  22*.  or 
more,  and  has  to  be  brought  a  long  distance.  Khorasan  wheat  costs 
10*.  or  less,  and  is  handy  for  the  Transcaspian  Kailway,  thus  there 
is  great  profit  to  be  made  out  of  it.  But  the  peasant  is  learning 
that  he  can  get  a  good  price  for  his  cotton,  and  he  will  probably 
soon  learn  the  value  of  his  wheat,  and  then  the  novelty  of  touch- 
ing and  squandering  money  having  worn  off  he  may  be  more 
careful  and  apply  it  in  tapping  the  hills  as  described  above.  Thus 
cultivation  may  extend  indefinitely,  and  the  valleys  and  hills  of 
Khorasan  become  thickly  populated.  This  with  bountiful  har- 
vests ;  but  a  famine,  like  that  of  1871,  would  throw  the  province 
back  a  dozen  years,  in  fact,  Khorasan  has  not  yet  entirely  recovered 
from  that  famine.  Then  every  small  proprietor  (if  he  did  not  die) 
had  to  sell  his  all  to  the  rich,  and  to  become  a  labourer,  and  the 
rich  let  many  villages  go  to  ruin,  and  in  the  remainder,  for  a 
long  time,  work  was  only  carried  on  in  a  desultory  way,  and 
even  now  the  peasant  proprietors  are  very  few  in  number. 
The  tuiquoiie  In  October  last  I  visited  the  celebrated  turquoise  mines  near 
mines.  Nishapur.    These  are  believed  to  be  the  only  mines  in  the  world, 

worth  the  name,  which  have  been  worked  extensively,  or  which 
have  produced  the  turquoise  of  perfect  shape  and  colour.  A 
detailed  account  of  them  by  General  Schindler  was  published  by 
the  Foreign  Office  in  1884  (Commercial  Report,  No.  14).  This 
gentleman,  who  is  in  the  service  of  the  Shah,  was  governor  of 
the  mines  for  about  a  year,  and  wrote  as  an  experienced  expert 
I  need  not,  therefore,  repeat  details,  but  will  simply  give  an  outline 
of  the  present  condition  of  the  mines. 

In  Schindler's  time  the  Mukhbar-ud-Dowlah  had  taken  the 
mines  on  a  lease  for  15  years,  agreeing  to  pay  to  the  Persian 
Government,  9,000  tumans  for  the  first,  and  18,000  tumans  for 
each  succeeding  year.    (A  tuman  was  then  worth  i>s.  lOd.) 

The  concession  included  territory  about  40  square  miles  in 
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extent,  with  (1)  an  open  valley  containing  about  a  dozen  villages, 
(2)  the  turquoise  mines,  (3)  a  salt  mine,  (4)  a  lead  mine,  (5)  a 
mill-stone  quarry.  When  exactly  this  concession  fell  through 
I  am  unable  to  say,  but  for  several  recent  years  it  was  held  by 
the  Malik-ut-Tujjar  (the  chief  of  merchants)  of  Meshed.  Last 
year,  however,  it  passed  to  a  local  chief  and  a  local  banker  who, 
in  partnership,  have  taken  the  mines  on  a  long  lease  for  14,000 
tumans  per  annum.  [The  tuman  is  worth  now  about  4a.  in 
British  currency,  but  in  Khorasan  its  intrinsic  value  has  not 
much  depreciated  since  1883.  Labour  costs  about  the  same  and 
food  too,  except  in  the  towns  where  bread  and  meat  are  dear.] 
The  lessees  are  virtually  governors  of  the  district  included  in  the 
concession,  and  are  allowed  to  collect  and  keep  the  whole  of  its 
taxes,  which  amount  to  9,000  tumans,  viz.,  8,000  tumans  paid 
by  400  families  of  miners  occupying  the  village  near  the  turquoise 
mines;  250  tumans  by  the  people  of  the  salt  mines;  and  750 
tumans  by  the  villages  in  the  valley  above  mentioned.  The  lead 
mines  have  not  been  worked  for  many  years,  and  no  profit  is 
derived  from  the  mill-stone  quarry.  The  lessees  themselves  work 
only  3  of  the  turquoise  mines,  and  sub-let  12  others  to  certain 
of  the  miners  for  1,250  tumans.  Thus  they  recoup  themselves 
annually  10,250  tumans  out  of  the  14,000  tumans  paid  for  the 
concession,  irrespective  of  the  working  profits. 

On  approaching  the  turquoise  mines  from  the  direction  of 
Nishapur,  after  entering  low  hills  and  gradually  ascending,  one 
arrives  first  at  the  village,  or  rather  villages,  for  there  are  two, 
inhabited  by  the  miners,  which  are  on  undulating  ground  about 
5,000  feet  above  sea-level.  After  another  gradual  ascent  for 
about  a  mile  by  a  very  good  road,  the  foot  of  a  modest  hill  about 
1,000  feet  in  height  is  reached.  All  the  mines  are  on  the  south 
face  of  this  hill,  and  from  east  to  west,  from  the  first  to  the  last, 
the  distance  as  the  crow  flies  is  not  more  than  half  a  mile.  But 
the  hill  consists  of  several  ridges,  separated  by  ravines,  and  to 
arrive  at  a  mine  within  a  stone's  throw  of  another  may  entail 
half  an  hour's  journey  down  and  up  hill.  Besides  these  under- 
ground mines  there  are  what  are  called  "  khaki "  (earth)  mines. 
These,  Schindler  describes  as  "diggings  in  the  detritus  and 
rubbish  collected  at  the  foot  of  the  above  mentioned  mines,  and 
in  the  alluvial  soil,  consisting  of  detritus  of  the  rocks,  and 
extending  from  the  foot  of  the  mountain  a  mile  or  so  into  the 
plain." 

The  3  mines  worked  by  the  lessees  are  named  (1)  Keish, 
(2)  Ali  Merz&i,  (3)  Zdki,  and  they  are  worked  just  as  they  were 
in  Schindler's  time.  There  is  no  system,  and  no  attempt  to 
work  on  rational  lines.  The  lessees  have  but  one  object,  and 
that  is  to  recoup  their  outlay,  and  then  to  amass  what  profit 
they  can  in  the  speediest  manner  possible,  for  they  know  that 
in  spite  of  the  terms  of  the  concession,  if  a  higher  bidder  turns 
up  they  may  be  abruptly  ejected  at  a  moment's  notice.  Therefore, 
they  incur  only  expenditure  which  is  absolutely  necessary,  and 
they  work  on  a  system  bad  for  themselves,  bad  for  the  miners, 
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and  ruinous  to  the  mines.  They  work  against  time  and  none 
is  wasted  in  opening  fresh  ground.  I  have,  unfortunately,  only 
a  summary  of  Schindler's  report.  This  contains  the  following 
interesting  paragraph  which  is  equally  applicable  now : — 

"  It  is  apparent  that  the  mines  were  formerly  well  directed. 
Vertical  shafts  were  cut  into  the  rock  for  the  purpose  of  lighting 
and  ventilating  the  mines,  whilst  the  entrance  to  the  mine  was 
by  lateral  galleries  driven  in  on  the  slope  of  the  mountain. 
Schindler  thinks  it  very  probable  the  mines  were  as  late  as  the 
first  quarter  of  last  century  worked  by  the  Government.  The 
mines  were  then,  when  the  Safavian  dynasty  came  to  an*  end, 
neglected,  and  left  to  the  people  of  the  village,  or  perhaps  as  now 
farmed  to  them.  The  farmers  only  thought  of  getting  a  quick 
return  for  their  money,  and  cut  away  the  rock  wherever  they  saw 
any  turquoises,  exactly  as  they  do  at  the  present  day.  The  result 
was  that  the  supporting  pillars  and  the  rock  between  the  different 
shafts  were  cut  away,  and  the  roof,  so  to  say,  of  the  whole  mine 
fell  in,  filling  it  up.  The  Maliki,  Zdki,  and  Mirza  Ahmedi  mines 
have  been  filled  up  like  this.  An  estimate  of  the  original  depth 
of  the  Zaki  mine  can  be  formed  from  its  present  depth  which 
is  only  tb  the  surface  of  the  formerly  superincumbent  roof,  and 
from  a  shaft  or  burrow  dug  into  the  rubbish  of  the  old  mine. 
This  burrow  commences  where  the  fallen  down  roof  begins  at 
a  depth  of  60  feet  from  the  mouth  of  the  mine,  and  goes  down 
for  about  another  60  feet  vertical.  At  the  end  of  this  burrow, 
120  feet  below  the  mouth  of  the  mine,  there  are  still  no  signs 
of  the  original  old  mine.  Several  attempts  have  been  made  to 
clear  this  mine,  but  up  to  now  no  one  has  had  the  will  to  provide 
the  necessary  funds,  or  the  patience  to  wait  till  the  completion 
of  the  work."  • 

At  present  the  superintendent  employs  only  100  miners  at 
the  3  mines.  These  work  in  two  reliefs,  by  night  and  by  day, 
for  two  reasons  (1)  to  bring  in  quick  returns,  (2)  because  under 
such  an  arrangement  they  need  not  be  paid.  This,  perhaps, 
requires  explanation.  The  pay  of  the  workmen  is  2  to  3  krans 
per  diem  each,  but,  in  reality,  they  say,  they  are  only  credited 
with  half  these  sums.  (A  kran  is  worth  now  about  od.)  There 
are  400  families  at  the  village  to  pay  8,000  tumans,  i.e.,  80,000 
krans,  as  taxes.  But  many  cannot  work,  and  others,  such  as 
barbers,  certain  Sayyids,  Kadkhudas,*  &c,  are  exempted,  and  their 
share  consequently  falls  on  the  others.  In  a  family  there  is 
rarely  more  than  one  working  man.  In  Schindler's  time  the 
village  contained  1,200  souls  and  of  these  only  200  weTe  miners, 
and  I  do  not  believe  the  population  has  much  increased  since. 
In  a  word  the  100  miners  employed  by  the  lessees,  and  perhaps 
100  others  who  lease  mines  themselves  have  to  pay  8,000  tumans 
in  taxes ;  and  what  with  holy  days  and  fasts  and  festivals,  when 
no  work  is  done,  it  is  found  that  the  total  annual  income  of  each 
of  the  first  100  miners  is  absorbed  by  the  share  of  these  taxes 
due  from  him.  But  as  man  in  order  to  labour  requires  some 
bodily  sustenance,  an  arrangement  has  been  made  under  which 

*  Chief  men  of  the  YiUages. 
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the  100  miners  work  for  the  lessees  about  8  hours  out  of  the  24, 
alternate  weeks,  by  day  and  by  night,  and  in  their  spare  time 
they  are  allowed  the  privilege  of  working  on  their  own  account 
at  any  of  the  vacant  mines,  of  which  there  are  a  great  number. 
By  this  means  they  are  enabled  to  earn  an  extra  kran  or  two 
a  day  each.  Such  is  the  story  which  was  forced  upon  me  by 
numbers  of  the  miners.  It  is  probable  that  it  may  have  been 
exaggerated,  but  there  is  no  shadow  of  doubt  that  the  taxation 
is  crushing.  The  superintendent  in  conversation  admitted  it,  and 
said  that  as  soon  as  the  lessees  have  recouped  their  outlay  (which 
no  doubt  also  included  a  handsome  present  for  the  concession) 
he  would  recommend  a  reduction.  The  miners  who  have  leased 
mines  pay  their  taxes  in  turquoises.  Schindler  states  that  in 
his  time  a  man  working  on  his  own  account  at  the  mines  was 
able  to  earn  5  krans  a  day.  And  no  doubt  the  healthy  and 
industrious  do  so.  But  the  work  in  the  mines  is  unhealthy 
owing  to  the  want  of  ventilation  and  bad  air,  vitiated  still  more 
by  the  blasting  with  foul  powder  which  is  continually  taking 
place.  As  a  result  the  men  have  a  poor  appearance,  and  are  all 
nearly  inveterate  opium  smokers.  It  was  quite  impossible  to 
arrive  at  the  exact  truth  during  a  visit  of  4  days,  but  the  most 
favourable  conclusion  I  could  draw  was  that  a  minority  did  fairly 
well,  that  the  majority  earned  3  or  4  krans  a  day  and  paid  perhaps 
half  of  it  in  taxes,  and  that  there  were  several  families  existing  on 
little  more  than  a  crust  of  bread. 

I  first  visited  the  Reish  Mine  which  is  the  only  one  worked 
on  a  large  scale  or  with  vigour,  and  which  produces  the  greater 
part  of  the  turquoises  at  present  sent  to  market.  It  is  near  the 
top  of  one  of  the  highest  ridges,  at  an  altitude  of  about  6,000  feet 
above  sea-level.  To  reach  it  we  had  to  leave  our  horses  half-way 
up  the  hill,  and  ascend  a  very  steep  path  on  foot.  The  entrance 
of  the  mine  is  a  hollowed  out  cave,  about  12  yards  across,  with 
a  vertical  shaft  some  5  yards  in  diameter.  Two  men  were 
reclining  at  the  mouth  of  this  shaft  with  their  backs  against  the 
wall  of  the  cave,  and  turning  with  their  bare  feet  a  ricketty 
wooden  wheel,  which  brought  up  the  debris  from  below  in  a  small 
sheepskin  bag,  holding  no  more  than  a  peck  perhaps.  This  bag 
was  received  by  a  third  man,  who  unhooked,  emptied,  and  re- 
attached it.  The  other  two  men  removed  their  feet,  and  the  bag 
went  down  with  a  run  some  40  feet,  where  three  other  men  were 
similarly  engaged  on  a  ledge  in  the  shaft.  The  mine  itself  is 
some  80  feet  or  90  feet  from  the  surface,  but  the  descent  was 
impracticable  in  boots.  The  miners  first  descend  by  means  of  a 
narrow  diagonal  tunnel,  and  then  scramble  down  the  rough  sides 
of  the  shaft.  At  the  mouth  of  the  cave,  which  is  on  the  precipi- 
tous hillside,  half-a-dozen  men  were  seated  close  together  on  a 
ledge,  breaking  with  small  hammers  the  fragments  of  rock  as  they 
were  brought  up  from  below.  When  a  turquoise  was  discovered, 
it  was  placed  on  one  side  in  its  rough  state,  encased  in  rock, 
and  in  that  state  was  sent  to  Meshed.  About  and  around  the 
cave  perched  on  other  ledges,  were  numbers  of  small  boys  sifting 
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the  earth  or  soft  debris,  which  had  been  brought  up  with  the  rock 
from  below.  The  bags  came  up  pretty  fast,  and  seemed  to  contain 
a  vast  number  of  turquoises  of  sorts.  Unfortunately,  though  the 
mine  is  very  productive,  and  the  turquoises  of  good  shape,  their 
colour  soon  goes.  I  also  visited  all  the  other  mines  of  note. 
There  are  said  to  be  100  with  names  and  about  100  without.  But 
neither  the  superintendent  who  accompanied  me,  nor  any  of  the 
miners,  could  give  names  to  more  than  20.  Of  these,  eight  or 
nine  were  formerly  very  extensive,  with  shafts  100  feet  to  160 
feet  in  depth,  but  every  one  has  either  fallen  in  or  become 
dangerous,  and  all  are  deserted  except  one  or  two,  where  work  is 
carried  on  in  a  desultory  way  by  a  few  hands.  There  are 
about  five  or  six  other  mines  of  modest  proportions,  where  work 
is  also  carried  on  by  a  few  men.  All  the  rest  are  mere  burrows, 
with  just  enough  room  for  a  man  to  enter  in  a  cramped  position, 
and  extend,  most  of  them,  only  a  few  yards  diagonally  from  the 
entrance.  A  dozen  men  were  perhaps  at  work  at  the  Zaki  mine 
referred  to  in  the  passage  I  have  quoted  from  Schindler  above. 
The  old  Abdur  Rezai  mine  is  on  the  extreme  east,  was  very 
extensive,  and  produced  superb  turquoises  of  lasting  colour,  but  it 
fell  in  a  few  years  ago,  fortunately  at  night,  when  no  one  was 
there,  and  I  found  it  in  the  possession  of  one  solitary  individual, 
groping  among  the  huge  mounds  of  debris  in  the  hope  of  turning 
up  a  valuable  stone.  Since  this  mine  has  fallen  in,  it  may  be  said 
that  the  stone  of  perfect  shape  and  colour  is  now  very  rarely 
found.  A  few  fair  turquoises  are  obtained  from  the  Zaki  and 
one  or  two  other  mines ;  and  in  the  detritus  on  the  hill,  and 
down  near  the  village,  a  good  stone  occasionally  comes  to  light. 
The  work  in  these  khaki  mines  is  easy  and  light,  and  generally 
undertaken  by  women,  old  men,  children,  and  the  indolent,  who 
pay  a  kran  a  day  each  for  the  privilege.  All  they  have  to  do  is 
to  dig  up  two  or  three  feet  of  the  soft  soil  and  to  sift  it  They 
find  perhaps  half-a-dozen  turquoises  in  a  day,  and,  as  a  rule,  about 
make  their  bread.  Sometimes,  of  course,  individuals  are  very 
fortunate.  I  employed  four  men  and  an  overseer  (to  watch  them) 
for  one  day,  with  naturally  no  result.  As  the  superintendent 
explained,  if  one  of  these  men  had  unobserved  found  a  good 
turquoise  he  would  have  swallowed  it  quietly,  and  if  observed  the 
party  would  have  shared  its  value. 

But  though  really  good  turquoises  are  rare,  an  abundance  of 
imperfect  and  bad  stones  are  turned  out,  and  are  eagerly  brought 
up ;  for  all  Orientals  prize  them,  and  the  very  poorest  like  to  possess 
even  a  green  and  spotted  one  set  in  a  tin  ring.  In  Russia,  too,  both 
rich  and  poor  prize  them,  and  they  are  in  great  request  on  other 
parts  of  the  Continent.  In  Florence,  some  5  years  ago,  I  saw 
more  turquoises  than  I  till  then  believed  that  the  world  contained. 
The  windows  of  the  numerous  jewellers'  shops  were  crowded  with 
them,  and  inside  some  had  trunks  full  of  them.  But  I  could  not 
find  one  of  the  true  cerulean  or  deep  sky  blue.  The  people  there 
prefer  them  of  an  extremely  light  shade  of  blue,  perhaps  because 
they  may  imagine  such  better  suits  a  dark  complexion.    But  the 
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Arabs  certainly  display. a  most  peculiar  taste;  they  want  none 
other  but  the  stones  which  used  to  be  rejected  and  thrown  away 
a  few  years  ago.  A  motley  green  spotted  turquoise,  cracked  all 
over,  with  such  a  thin  coating  of  the  enamel  that  through  the 
cracks  the  brown  kernel  is  visible,  is  their  idea  of  a  perfect  stone. 
Small  defects  on  a  flat  turquoise  are  very  ingeniously  hidden  by 
means  of  words  or  mottos  inscribed  on  them  in  gold  with  many 
flourishes.  These  are  much  admired  by  some  people.  Thus, 
every  species  of  turquoise  finds  a  ready  sale,  the  smallest  stones 
being  much  used  for  ornamenting  brass  work,  pipes,  &c. 

Although  good  stones  are  rarely  found,  at  present  it  is  more 
than  likely  that  the  hill  contains  them  in  abundance.  Only  an 
infinitesimal  portion  of  the  south  side  of  it  has  been  opened,  and 
yet  almost  wherever  they  dig,  the  turquoise  in  some  shape  or 
form  turns  up.  Even  before  one  arrives  at  the  hill  one  sees  the 
ground  strewn  with  the  mineral  in  every  stage  of  composition. 
In  one  of  the  early  stages  it  is  a  sort  of  cream-coloured  chalk 
which  is  said  to  have  medicinal  properties,  and  which  I  saw  the 
people  eating  with  apparent  zest  Then  it  is  seen  like  hard 
chalk,  and  then  embedded  in  the  fragments  of  rock  lying  around, 
and  of  various  shades  of  blue  and  green.  One  can  pick  up  at 
the  mines  fragments  of  turquoise  the  size  of  a  walnut  but  of  no 
value  whatever,  being  full  of  flaws  and  of  a  hideous  dirty  light 
green  colour.  All  the  way  up  the  hill  the  ground  is  littered 
with  these  fragments,  and  on  entering  the  mouth  of  any  of 
the  large  mines  one  observes  the  roof  and  walk  seamed  with  the 
turquoise.  Some  of  the  stones  now  found  look  excellent  at  first, 
but  the  colour  in  most  cases  soon  fades,  or  a  green  tinge  is 
developed,  or  spots  appear  on  them.  Some  of  these  white  spots 
can  only  be  detected  at  first  with  a  glass,  and  then  as  a  mere 
speck,  but  in  time  they  may  expand  and  spread  right  across  the 
stone.  The  colour  of  most  faded  turquoises  can  be  temporarily 
revived  by  dampness,  and  this  should  be  borne  in  mind  by  all 
purchasers.  At  the  mines  I  was  offered  a  large  number  of 
turquoises  of  good  colour,  but  in  every  case  the  vendor  brought 
his  stone  in  his  mouth,  and,  when  he  fancied  himself  unobserved, 
slipped  it  into  his  hand,  and  then  promptly  offered  it  for  sale. 
In  Meshed  no  one  would  dream  of  buying  a  turquoise  of  good 
colour  without  possessing  it  first  for  some  days.  In  short,  a  turquoise 
is  the  most  treacherous  of  all  precious  stones,  and  therefore,  few 
large  English  jewellers  keep  them  in  stock.  The  superintendent 
informed  me  that  he  was  sending  to  Meshed  400  tumans'  worth 
per  week.  Thus,  a  handsome  profit  is  already  being  made  Out 
of  the  mines;  for  Schindler  reckoned  that  if  they  turned  out 
10,000  tumans'  worth  a  year  there  would  be  no  loss,  and  that 
was  when  18,000  tumans  instead  of  14,000  tumans  were  paid  for 
the  concession.  The  turquoises  as  soon  as  they  are  cut  are  nearly 
all  sold  at  once  for  export,  and  now  their  price  in  the  town 
of  Meshed  has  risen  at  least  1,000  per  cent.  Seven  or  8  years 
ago  one  could  obtain  in  Meshed  real  good  turquoises  of  perfect 
shape,  fine  colour,  fair  size,  and  without  a  flaw,  for  a  few  shillings 
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each,  and  that  without  trouble.  Indeed,  they  would  be  forced  upon 
one.  Now,  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  obtain  such  a  stone  at  any 
price,  and  after  weeks  of  searching.  Then  I  used  to  see  hundreds 
of  good  turquoises  annually,  but  now  I  have  not  seen  3  in  as 
many  years,  and  the  defective  turquoises  which  at  that  time  one 
could  procure  for  a  kran  or  less,  are  now  with  difficulty  obtained 
for  a  tuman.  Turquoises  are  at  the  present  time  far  cheaper  at 
Tiflis  and  Constantinople  than  at  Meshed,  and  at  those  towns  one 
might  perhaps  find  some  of  good  colour  which  have  been  in  stock 
for  many  years.     Even  in  India  they  are  cheaper. 

General  Schindler^  though  his  hands  were  tied,  was  able  to 
make  the  mines  pay  the  first  year,  and  he  had  to  work  them 
on  the  old  principle.  In  recent  years  a  British  company  got 
a  concession  to  work  all  (or  most  of)  the  mines  in  Persia,  except 
the  turquoise  mines,  and  failed.  Perhaps,  if  the  concession  had 
been  reversed,  they  might  have  done  better.  A  company  with 
a  long  concession  which  could  not  be  wrested  from  them,  and 
working  systematically  by  opening  up  new  mines,  and  some 
of  the  old  ones,  with  proper  shafts  and  galleries,  might  perhaps 
succeed. 
Public  The   "  Society  for  Commerce  and   Industry  in    Persia  and 

companies.  Central  Asia,"  which  have  their  headquarters  at  Moscow,  closed 
their  Meshed  Branch  early  this  year.  They  bought  raw  wool, 
cotton,  &c,  and  sold  piece-goods,  hardware,  and  other  articles, 
but  failed  to  make  the  ends  meet.  They  were  apparently  unable 
to  compete  with  the  Russian  Armenians. 

The  Meshed  Branch  of  the  Imperial  Bank  of  Persia  is  the 
only  British  or  European  institution  in  Meshed.  And  there  is 
no  British  or  European  merchant  established  in  the  town.  British 
firms  should  take  note  of  this.  We  often  receive  applications 
enquiring  what  opening  there  may  be  for  steam  ploughs,  gas, 
photographic  apparatus,  &c,  and  asking  for  the  names  of  likely 
agents.  It  may  be,  therefore,  as  well  to  note  that,  the  people 
of  Khorasan  are  pretty  much  in  the  same  simple  condition  as 
were  our  ancestors  in  England  some  centuries  ago,  only  they  are 
not  so  well  off.  All  that  science  has  improved  since  is  neither 
understood  nor  wanted,  and  could  not  be  paid  for.  Very  heavy 
articles  could  not  be  brought  by  the  long  caravan  routes,  and 
delicate  articles  would  probably  suffer. 
Exchange.  The  average  rate  of  exchange  during  the  year  was  as  follows : — 

of  rs.  equal  10  krans ;  11.  sterling  equals  51£  krans. 

At  the  end  of  March  the  Governor-General  of  Khorasan 
received  orders  to  proclaim  publicly  that  the  Shah  had  ordered  the 
mint  to  be  re-opened  for  the  free  coinage  of  copper,  and  that  the 
value  of  the  silver  kran  ha4  been  raised  from  20  to  30  copper 
shahis,  which  new  rate'  was  to  be  enforced  under  a  severe  penalty 
throughout  Persia.  The  issue  of  such  a  sudden  order,  it  may  be 
imagined,  dislocated  business  greatly,  for  the  native  bankers  and 
traders  determined  at  once  to  profit  by  it,  and  the  price  of  most 
articles,  especially  of  food,  was  immediately  raised.  Then  some 
days  later  the  Persian  Government  telegraphed  that  the  rate  was 
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to  be  reduced  from  30  to  25 ;  but  the  native  bankers  will  not 
permit  this  order  to  take  effect,  and  the  rate  continued  at  30  till 
the  other  day  when  it  rose  to  40.  The  result  is  much  confusion  in 
accounts,  prices  raised,  and  the  poor  man  in  the  streets  complain- 
ing—for he  is  paid  in  copper,  and  on  him,  as  usual,  the  weight  of 
the  burden  lies  heaviest. 

P.S. — Since  writing  the  above  report  another  despatch  has  been  €be«n  I 
received  from  the  Government  of  India  in  which  it  is  stated  that : 
"  The  customs  authorities  in  Bombay  seem  to  apprehend  a  decline 
in  the  importations  of  Chinese  tea  into  Bombay,  in  consequence  of 
the  opening  of  direct  trade  between  China  and  Batdm,  and  it  is 
certainly  possible  that  the  trade  route  may  change.  As  yet,  how- 
ever, there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  indication  of  a  decline  in  the 
import  of  China  tea  into  Bombay,  the  figures  of  the  trade  beingj-as 
follows : — 


Quantity. 

Year. 

Chin*. 

Other 
Countries. 

1891-92      

1892-93      

1893-94      

1894-95      .. 
1895-96  (11  months) 

Lbs. 
4,665,425 
4779,776 
6,010,182 
4,008,759 
5,822,761 

Lbs. 
1,185,283 

763,948 
1,321,056 
1,842,758 

989,741" 

These  figures  make  the  case  more  perplexing  than  ever.  Iji 
the  first  place  those  for  1894-95  are  less  than  those  (quoted  under 
"  green  tea  ")  given  by  the  Customs  Collector  of  Bombay  by  604,825, 
yet  the  Customs  Collector  must  have  furnished  the  figures.  Again 
though  the  Collector  does  not  tell  us  the  amount  of  Chinese  green 
tea  imported  into  Bombay  during  the  nine  months  ending 
December  31,  1895,  he  tells  us  that  only  2,500,000  lbs.  were 
re-exported  during  those  nine  months,  and  that  more  than  half 
took  the  new  Bat  dm  route.  He  adds  too,  that  there  is  a  risk  of 
Bombay  losing  the  trade.  This  does  not  imply  that  any  extra 
quantity  of  the  tea  had  been  imported,  and  Mr.  Moses,  who  is  a 
leading  China  tea  merchant  of  Bombay,  says  that  from  January  1 
to  September  30, 1895,  only  2,426,524  lbs.  reached  Bombay.  But 
the  Government  of  India  now  tell  us  that  5,322,761  lbs.  arrived 
between  April  1,  1895,  and  February  1, 1896,  or  about  1,000,000 
lbs.  more  than  usual  per  annum  (I  exclude  1893-94  Le3ause  more 
tea  was  then  brought  to  escape  the  new  duties).  This  seems 
somewhat  improbable  for  the  above  reasons,  and  also  because,  as  I 
stated  in  my  last  report,  on  the  very  highest  Russian  authority, 
viz.,  that  of  the  Organiser  of  the  new  Customs  Regulations,  the 
Central  Asian  market  is  overstocked  and  could  do  without  any 
fresh  tea  for  two  years.  Again,  China  tea  pays  a  duty  of  5  per 
cent,  at  Bombay,  and  the  freight  direct  from  China  to  Batiim  is 
(2235)  c 
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probably  less.  The  merchants  in  Bombay  and  China  must  have 
known  quite  well  the  state  of  the  market,  and  the  revolution  that 
was  likely  to  take  place.  It  is  reasonable,  therefore,  to  suppose 
that  they  would  aet  cautiously  and  mark  time,  rather  than  place 
on  the  Bombay  market  1,000,000  lbs.  more  than  usual 

Perhaps  the  actual  truth  may  now  be  elicited.  But  China 
■green  tea,  Indian  green  tea,  and  black  tea,  must  be  treated  as  three 
totally  distinct  articles. 

Bstubx  of  Articles  Imported  into  Meshed  from  India  y&,  Bctnbey , 
Bandar  Abbas,  and  Kirman  (or  Yexd)  during  the  Year 
1805-96. 


Articles. 

Value. 

Passed  on  to  Russian 
Territory. 

; 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Tumans. 

£ 

Tumans. 

£ 

Tea- 

Green 

283,646 

67,729 

151,125 

30,225 

Black..         .. 

190,150 

88,030 

14,850 

2,970 

in  boxes  and  other- 

wise   (colour    not 

specified)  .. 

282,125 

'  46,425 

417,600 

83,500 

Indigo   .. 

112,425 

22,485 

.82,110 

6,420 

Sheetings,  English  and 

Indian 

19,871 

;    8,874 

•  • 

Long-cloth,     bleached, 

English  and  Indian. . 

48,681 

4704 

•  • 

Longcloth,  unbleached, 

English  and  Indian. . 

16,517 

8,803 

•  • 

Cotton  prints   .. 

14,275 

2,866 

.. 

Muslin 

6,075 

1,215 

.. 

Turkey-reds 

2,700 

640 

•  • 

Other  piece-goods       •  • 

12,160 

2,482 

•  • 

Cotton  yarn  and  twist. . 

85,250 

7,060 

.. 

Copper  sheets 

4,550 

910 

.. 

Tin        

1,490 

298 

.. 

Chirm  basins  and  other 

chin  aware 

1,220 

244 

., 

Books    .. 

8,100 

1,620 

. . 

Ginger,  preserved 

1,370 

274 

•  • 

Drugs    ..         ..         . . 

4,965 

993 

40 

"  * 

Coffee 

760 

152 

Spices    .. 

16,499 

8,300 

•  • 

Coral 

2,000 

400 

359 

#-72 

Miscellaneous  .. 

1,553 

811 

,. 

Coloured  glass  panes  . . 

40 

8 

.. 

GUass  beads 

75 

16 

900 

'.180 

~      Total   ^.. 

995,836" 

199,167 

614,974 

122,996 

Note. — Exchange  has  been  calculated  at  the  rate  of  11.  ■*  60  krans. 
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Eetuhx  of  Articles  Imported  into  Meshed  from  Bussian  TemtfcPf 
during  the  Year  1895-96. 


Articles. 


Value. 


Currency. 


Sterling. 


Sugar,  loaf 

„     crystallised        ..         „ 

Candles .. 

Kerosene  oil      .•         ..         ».         ## 

.riece»goods         

Iron,  iron  goods,  nails,  &e 

Steel 

Brass,  brass  ware,  and  brass  wire 
Glass  and  chiuaware     ••  ..         .. 

Gold  lac*,  Ac.     ..         ..         ..         #- 

Paper       ..  

Glass  panes  and  mirrors  •  • 

Lead  and  tin 

Sewing  machines  . .  . .  ... 

Vitriol 

Cutlery  and  haberdashery,  fancy  goods. 
Matches  ..  ••  ••  . .  .« 

Ootton  yarn        •  •         .  •         •  •         .  • 

„      twist        ••  ..  •• 

Sackcloth  ..         . .  . .         .. 

Cigarettes  and  tobacco . .  .  • 

Chairs     . .  ..  ..  . .  . . 

Trays 
Miscellaneous    .. 

Total 

Goods  imported  from  Merr  and  Bokhara 

Carpets 

Camel-hair  cloth  . .  •  • 

Hides      ••         ••         ••         ••         . . 

Skins '      .. 

Leather  ..  

Silk  (piece)         * 

Pumpkin  seeds  . . 

Kor*e-clothing 

Saddlery 

Miscellaneous 

Total       .. 

Grand  total 


Tumans. 

144.308 

32,866 

12,860 

38,954 

113,136 

12,611 

1,180 

2,205 

18,745 

664 

5,575 

1,904 

1,450 

275 

7,905 

1,525 

17,450 

3,9*> 

180 

912 

325 

24 

100 

2,304 


420,257 


.1,650 

2,650 

40 

7,000 

80 

1,600 

388 

240 

467 

270 


14,385 
434,642 


£ 
26,862 
6,573 
2,572 
7,791 
22,627 
2,622 

236 

441 
3,749 

113 
1,115 

381 

290 

55 

1,581 

305 
3,490 

use 

36 

182 

65 

5 

20 
461 


84,052 


380 

530 

8 

1/400 

16 

820 

78 

48 

93 

64 


2,877 
86,929 
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Retukn  of  Articles  Imported  into  Meshed  vift  Turkey,  Tabriz, 
and  Teheran,  during  the  Year  1895-96. 


Articles. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Broad -cloth           ••         ••         •• 

Piece-goods  of  sorts          •• 
Matches   „  •  •         •  •         •  •         •  ,• 

China  and  glassware 

Cutlery,  matches,  fancy  goods,  Ac. 

Gold  lace    ..         ..         •••        •• 

Glass  beads.  •         .  •         .  •         • . 

Black  tea 

Miscellaneous        ..         ..         •• 
Long-cloth,  bleached       .  •         • . 

Paper         ..         • 

Percussion  caps     ••         ••         •• 

Cochineal 

Cotton  yarn  and  twist      •  •         • . 

Tumans. 

22,600 

59,160 

610 

6,860 

17,660 

200 

1,100 

240 

120 

8,640 

860 

1,800 

2,000 

6,800 

£ 

4,600 

11,880 

102 

1,272 

8,680 

40 

220 

48 

24 

706 

72 

260 

400 

1,160 

Total 

120,880 

24,166 

Return  of  Articles  Imported  into  Meslted  from  Afghanistan 
during  the  Year  1895-96. 


Articles. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Postins       ••         ..         ..         •• 

Barak 

Carpets  and  woollen  bags* .         •  • 

Sheep  and  lamb  skins      .  •         •  • 

Pistachios . . 

Silk,  raw 

Seeds 

Manna        . .         

Fans 

Dyes 

Miscellaneous        »•        ••         »• 

Tumans. 

.   17,940 

8,660 

6,160 

18,160 

4,808 

100 

610 

1,226 

1,500 

45 

620 

£ 

8,688 

1,782 

1,280 

8,680 

861 

20 

122 

245 

800 

9 

122 

Total 

59,803 

11,869 
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Eetubn  of  Articles  Exported  from  Meshed   towards  India  (to 
Yezd,  Kirman,  and  Bandar  Abbas)  during  the  Year  1896-96. 


Articles. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Silk        ••        •• 
Opium    ..         .. 
Assafostida 
Wool      .. 
Pistachio!          •• 

••        •• 

•0        •* 

Tomans. 
8,400 

101,820 
840 
876 
910 

£ 

1,680 

20,264 

68 

75 

182 

Total 

111,846 

22,269 

Return  of  Articles  Exported  from  Meshed  to  Russian  Territory 
during  the  Year  1895-96. 


Articles. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Wool         

Cotton       •«       •*        . .        •• 
Almonds     . .         ..         . .         •• 

Fresh  and  dried  fruits     •• 

Tobacco      • 

Shawls        

Carpets       ••         ••         ••        •• 

Skins          

Silk,  raw 

>,    piece 

Turquoises  ••         ••         •• 

Leather      ..         ..         ••         •• 

Country  cloth  and  prints 

Barak         

Postins       ••         ..         ..         .. 

Saddlery 

Miscellaneous       ••        ..        .. 

Tumans. 

40,696 

6,768 

1,196 

7,864 

1,826 

62,600 

78,906 

48,040 

400 

8,800 

100 

12,716 

88,627 

800 

766 

200 

61,871 

£ 

8,119 

1,168 

289 

1,671 

266 

12,600 

14,781 

8,608 

-    80 

760 

20 

2,648 

6,726 

60 

161 

40 

10,274 

Total 

889,416 

67,889 
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Bkbxit  of  j  Article  Bsportedi  from  MeahecL  to  Afgfc&nitfa** 
during  tie.  Year  1895-94. 


Articles. 


Frusta 

Sugar,  candied 
Combs 
Miscellaneous 


Total       .• 

.Foreign*  goods   passing'  ttin 
Meshed'  to  Afghanistan — 

Ksoe^gpodi 

Sngaivleaf . ,. .      

„      crystallised.  •         ..         . . 

Iron  and  steel       •  •         . .         • , 

Iron  manufactures. 

Candles 

Cutlery,  haberdashery,  and  fancy 
good*      ..    . 

vitriol  ..        ..        .  •        . . 

Pagtt  

Ind%»  ..         ..         ..         M 

Spieas  ..        ..        ••        .. 


Total 
Grand  total 


Value. 


Currency. 


Tumans. 
2& 
82. 

400 

3,685. 

400 


4,543' 


38,700 
12,148 

ate**. 

520 
TOO 
670 

1,850 
105 
150 
300 
180 
300 
120 


68,798 


63,341 


Sterling. 


£ 

ft 

6 

8ft 

7S7 

80 


908 


7,740 

5430 

731 

104 

» 

134 

870 
21 
30 
60 
36 
60 
24 


11,760 


12,368 
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New  Series  of  Reports. 


Reports  of  the  Annual  Series  haye  been  issued  from  Her  Majesty's 
Diplomatic  and  Consular  Officers  at  the  following  places,  and  may  be 
obtained  from  the  source*  indicated  on  the  title-page : — 
No.  Price. 

1711.  Charleston  ..         ..   2*d. 

1712.  Baltimore Id. 

1713.  Tripoli Id. 

1714.  Callao id. 


1715.  Ningpo Id. 

1716.  Dunkirk lid. 

1717.  Batoum 2d. 

1718.  Hankow l|d. 

1719.  Foochow 3Jd. 

1720.  Syra  ..  ..         ..id. 

1721.  Panama Id. 

1722.  Batavia lid. 

1728.  Genoa       8<L 

1724.  Cagliari 2£d. 

1725.  Chicago 7£d. 

1726.  Trieste Id. 

1727.  Hakodate Id. 

1728.  Mannheim           ..         ..  Id. 

1729.  Panama Id. 

1780.  Caracas id. 

1781.  Riga         6|d. 

1782.  Tokio        lid. 

1783.  Tainan id. 

1784.  Portland 8d. 

1785.  Piume lid. 

1786.  Taganrog 2d. 

1787.  Swatow id. 

1738.  Chungking          ..         ..  lid. 

1789.  Angora lid. 

1740.  Shanghai 2id 

1741.  Bilbao Sid. 

1742.  Tahiti        lid. 

1748.  New  Caledonia    ..         ..  lid. 

1744.  Amoy        ..         ..         ..lid. 

1745.  Ichang id. 

1746.  Berlin id. 

1747.  Rio  de  Janeiro     ..         ..  5id. 

1748.  Porto  Rico           ..         ..  lid. 

1749.  Montevideo          ..         ..  lid. 

1750.  San  Francisco                 . .  3d. 

1761.  Cayenne id. 

1752.  Frankfort 3d. 

1758.  Malaga 8  id. 

1754.  Sdul          id. 

1755.  Copenhagen         ..         ..  3d. 

1756.  Nice          id. 

1757.  Lisbon lid. 

1758.  Nagasaki id. 

1759.  Hamburg 2id. 

1760.  Mozambique        ..         ..  2d. 

1761.  Cettinjfi lid. 

1762.  The  Hague           ..         ,.  lid. 

1763.  Cephalonia          ..         .,  id. 

1764.  Bahia        id. 

1765.  Zanzibar lid. 

1766.  Pakhoi id. 

1767.  New  York 2d. 

1768.  Chefoo id. 

1769.  Caracas id. 

1770.  Palermo    ..         ..  Hid. 

1771.  Mombasa             ..         ..  id. 


No.  Price- 

1772.  Nice          lid- 

1773.  Bucharest..         ..         ..  4id. 

1774.  Port  Said lid. 

1775.  Galatz lid. 

1776.  Madrid     ..  ..2d. 

1777.  Vienna 2d. 

1778.  Canton Id. 

1779.  Yokohama                      ..  lid. 

1780.  Newchwang                     ..  Id. 

1781.  Wuhu        Id. 

1782.  Athens 2d. 

1788.  Tonga       id. 

1784.  Smyrna id. 

1785.  Baghdad Id. 

1786.  Hiogo  and  Osaka           ..  4 id. 

1787.  Bangkok Id. 

1788.  Odessa 2d. 

1789.  Naples 2d. 

1790.  Beyrout Id. 

1791.  Tunis        ljd. 

1792.  Kiukiang 3d. 

1793.  Bangkok Id. 

1794.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul         ..  Id. 

1795.  Valparaiso           ..         ..  4d 

1796.  Brindisi 2id 

1797.  Bushire 2d. 

1798.  Christiania          ..         ..  5id. 

1799.  Cadiz        2d. 

1800.  Meshed 2|<L 

1801.  St.  Petersburg     ..         ..  lid. 

1802.  Batoum Id. 

1803.  Peking 3d. 

1804.  Samoa       ..         .,         ..id. 

1805.  Dantzig 2d. 

1806.  Antwerp   ..         ..         ..  lid. 

1807.  Ajaccio lid 

1808.  Stettin 3d. 

1809.  Aleppo Id. 

1810.  Tangier 2id. 

1811.  Tokio        3id. 

1812.  Madeira id. 

1818.  Vera  Cruz Id. 

1814.  Oporto Id. 

1815.  Hamburg lid. 

1816.  New  Orleans        ..         ..  1R 

1817.  Bengazi id. 

1818.  Marmagao id 

1819.  Gothenburg         ..         ,.  id. 

1820.  Dar-al-Baida        ..         ..  3d. 

1821.  Erzeroum id 

1822.  Munich     ..         ..         ..Sid. 

1823.  Samoa id 

1824.  Chinkiang Id. 

1825.  Jeddah Id 

1826.  Sofia         lid 

1827.  Mexico 2d 

1828.  Teneriffe 3 id. 

1829.  Batoum Id. 

1830.  Cadiz        Id 

1881.  Martinique          ••         ..  Id. 

1882.  Odessa Id 
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No.  1833. 

Reference  to  previous  Report,  Annual  Series  No.  1564 


PERSIA. 

GHILAN. 

Consul  Churchill  to  the  Marquis  of  Salisbury. 

My  Lord,  Bournemouth,  December  4,  1896. 

Not  having  been  able  to  prepare  my  Annual  Commercial 
Report  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  as  explained  in  my  letter  of 
August  14  last,  I  nave  prepared  it  while  on  leave  of  absence,  and 
have  the  honour  to  transmit  it  herewith. 

X  have  &c 
(Signed)     '  HARRY  L.  CHURCHILL. 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Province  of  Ghilan  for 
the  Year  1895. 
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Weights,  Measures,  and  Coinage. 
Weights. 

4  gandoms  or  barleycorns  =     1  nokhod  or  pea. 

24  nokhods           . .         . .  1  miskal. 

16  mi8kals           . .         . .  1  seer. 

40  seen 1  man  (Tabreez)*  (or  61  lbs.  av.). 

2  mans  (Tabreez)          . .  1  man  (Shah). 

24  „           „                 . .  1  man  (Astrabad). 

100    „            „                 . .  1  kharwar  (Tabreez). 

200    „            „                  ..  1  kharwar  (Shah). 

120    „            „                  . .  1  kharwar  (Bunder  Abbass). 

1  miskal 76  grains  Troy  or  460  grammes. 

1  man  (Shah)      . .         . .  1 3  lbs.  (English  about) . 

1  pood  (Russian)            ..  36  lbs.  (English). 

*  The  words  "  man  "  and  "  batman  "  are  used  indifferently. 
(2295) 
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Measubes. 

16  gerehs  . 
1  zer 
1  faraakh . 

=1  zer. 

40  inches  (English). 

3 J  miles  (approximate). 

Coinage. 

20  Shahis  or 
10  krans    . 

1,000  dinars. .        =     1  kran. 
. ,                         1  toman. 

Average  Exchange. 

1894 
1895 

..     48krans        U  (English). 

-    Rates  op  Postage. 

Inland,  2  miskals             5  shahis. 

Foreign,  8  miskals "                    12  shahis. 

Registration  fee 12  shahis. 


General  Remarks. 


In  previous  reports  I  have  pointed  out  the  difficulties  in 
obtaining  statistics  from  the  local  authorities,  they  themselves 
having  a  very  rough  idea  of  the  imports  and  exports  owing 
to  the  existing  system  of  farming  out  the  customs  to  the 
highest  bidder.  This  system,  although  offering  certain  facilities 
to  the  central  authorities,  inasmuch  as  it  saves  the  trouble  of  a 
general  control  over  the  custom-houses  along  the  frontiers,  is 
naturally  far  from  a  satisfactory  one. 

The  farmer  of  the  customs  endeavours  to  pay  as  little  as  pos- 
sible to  the  central  authorities,  and  makes  as  much  profit  as  he  can 
for  himself.  During  the  last  20  years  the  customs  of  the  Caspian 
provinces,  and  also  of  Khorassan,  have  been  in  the  hands  of  the 
JBeglerbegee  and  his  family,  who  have  become  the  richest  and 
largest  landed  proprietors  in  Ghilan.  During  the  last  decade  the 
customs  of  the  whole  of  Persia  were  farmed  by  the  present  Prime 
Minister,  who  gave  different  branches  out  to  local  men  euch  as 
the  Beglerbegee  in  Ghilan. 

As  I  have  already  stated,  this  person  makes  large  profits,  and 
the  chief  farmer  makes  more  still.  These  profits  are  perfectly 
legitimate,  but  far  from  satisfactory  to  the  Government. 

I  have  also  stated  in  previous  reports  that  whatever 
information  is  available  in  Persia  is  only  published  after  the 
month  of  March,  which  is  the  end  of  the  financial  year  in 
Persia. 

SUlc. 

Seasop  The  year   1895   was  disastrous   for  silk  culture  in  Ghilan. 

of  1S95  Numerous  Greeks  imported  grain  from   Brussa,   Greece,  and 

disastrous. 
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GHILAN.  3 

France.    The  supply  exceeded  the  demand,  and  the  spring  being  Supply  of 
exceptionally  mild,  much  seed  was  ruined  by  hatching  either  on  *eed 
the  way  or  at  Resht  before  mulberry  leaves  had  come  out.  denT*?* 

Greeks  arrived  with  200  to  300  ounce  boxes  of  seeds,  in  the  pur- 
chase of  which  they  had  invested  their  all,  and  having  imprudently 
started  too  late,  they  found  on  opening  their  boxes  on  the  steamer  in 
the  Caspian  that  they  were  crawling  myriads  of  silkworms.  For  want 
of  food  these  had  to  be  thrown  overboard.  They  were  able  to  save 
a  small  percentage,  but  not  having  made  contracts  previously  in 
Ghilan,  they  found  that  silkworm  seed  was  a  drug  in  the  market. 
I  have  heard  of  an  ounce  of  good  seed  being  sold  for  2<L    Some  of  Seed  should 
these  poor  people  had  nof  sufficient  to  pay  their  journey  back  to  be  atBeshtby 
Constantinople,  and  subscriptions  had  to  be  raised  to  send  them  p^[J^  of 
home.    The  grain  sent  to  Resht  should  be  on  the  spot  by  the         ^' 
first  week  in  February,  as  it  is  often  quite  hot  between  the  end 
of  February  and  middle  of  March. 

The  year  was  bad  also  for  another  reason,  the  spring  being  Large 
mild  the  young  leaves  sprouted  too  soon  and   were  frozen  at  percentage  of 
night.    From  15   to   25    per    cent    of  the   leaves  were    thus*^^ 
destroyed  in  the  season  under  review. 

1896  Crop. 

The  year  1895  was  bad,  not  only  in  Persia,  but,  I  understand, 
all  over  the  East  and  Europe,  in  consequence  of  which  much 
less  seed   was  obtained ;    hence     far    less    than    the   previous  Lew  grain 
year  found  its  way  to  Ghilan.    Cultivators   held  their  hands,  i»Porled- 
expecting  the   same   prices  as    the   previous    year,    and    were 
sadly  disappointed  in  having  to  pay  high  prices.     On  the  other  Importers' 
hand,  Greeks  with  seeds,  knowing  the  supply  to  be  far  under  P1™**- 
the  demand,  made  handsome  profits. 

It  is  stated  that  there  is  an  annual  demand  for  200,000  ounces  ^nima^ 
of  silkworm  seed  in  Ghilan.  demand. 

During  the  last  couple  of  years  the  Russian  Government  has  Transit  duty 
levied  a  transit  duty  on  silkworm  grain  of  2  r.  in  gold  per  lb.  °n  8ee<^in 
150,000  1  oz.  boxes  passed  through  the  Caucasus  in  1895.     This    a,lca8,,8• 
heavy  duty  has  caused  many  silkworm  grain  traders  to  sell  this 
grain  in  the  Caucasus,  where  no  import  duty  has  hitherto  been 
levied  on  cellular  grain.    An  import  duty  is,  however,  contem- 
plated in  the  early  future. 

I  have  not  yet  received  the  details  of  the  1896  crop,  but  1 1896  crop 
understand  that  it  was  a  very  successful  one  generally.  snccessfal. 

Rice. 

The  price  of  the  ordinary  quality  of  rice  has  fallen  a  kran  Slight  fall  in 
since  last  report.    This  is  explained  by  the  fall  in  the  exchange  Price- 
from  50  krans  to  the  1/.  sterling  to  47  and  48  krans. 

The  total  of  exports  from  the  whole  of  Persia  to  Kussia  in  Increase  in 
this  line  was  2,665,810  poods,  of  the  value  of  169,000/.  in  1895,  *"*■**>»• 
as  compared  to  2,047,590  poods,  of  the  value  of  164,000/.,  for  the 
previous  year. 
(2295) 
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4  FBB8IA. 

All  the  rice  exported  to  Russia  from  this  country  is  grown  in 
Ghilan  and  Mazanderan. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  production  of  over  600,000  poods 
in  the  year  under  review. 

The  local  consumption  does  not  vary  to  any  appreciable 
extent,  and  all  the  rest  goes  to  Russia,  vi&  Baku. 


Further 
increase  in 
'  imports  of 
sogarfrom 
Rossis. 


Sugar. 

Sugar  continues  to  be  imported  from  Russia  in  increased 
quantities.  Whereas  in  1894,  1,455,600  poods  were  imported  at 
a  value  of  727,800/.,  in  1895  1,607,600  poods  reached  Persia  at 
a  value  of  915,700/.,  or  an  increase  of  187,900/.  The  retail  price 
has  increased  but  slightly  at  Resht,  from  8  krans  10  shams  to 
9  krans  10  shahis,  but  the  exchange  having  fallen  makes  up  the 
difference. 


Public  Works. 

In  November,  1895,  the  Russian  company,  hitherto  known  as 
the  Enzelli-Oazveen  Road  Company,  began  the  construction  of 
the  road  indicated  by  its  name. 

The  work  was  much  hindered  by  rains,  snow,  and  the  con- 
figuration of  the  country ;  the  existing  road  that  the  company 
merely  intend  to  repair,  being  liable  to  be  swamped  by  swollen 
streams  after  the  rains.  In  winter,  snow  hindered  progress,  and 
in  spring,  rains  again  interfered.  In  summer,  the  works  were 
stopped,  it  is  said,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  labour  and  the  great 
heat.  The  autumn  rains  (of  often  12  to  14  inches  in  a  month) 
have  effectually  destroyed  all  the  work  done  during  the  previous 
year,  and  now  they  are  about  as  far  advanced  as  when  they 
began. 

The  following  criticism  by  the  natives  is  not  unjustified  ;  so 
far,  no  serious  work  has  been  done  in  the  mountains,  and  in  the 
plains  not  a  foot  of  really  good  road  has  been  shown  even  as  a 
sample  of  what  can  be  done. 

Meteorological. 

Details  seat  I  began  to  take  meteorological  observations  at  Resht  for  the 

tolndis*  Government  of  India  from  November,  1894,  the  details  of 
which  are  sent  monthly  to  the  meteorological  observer  to  the 
Government  of  India. 

In  my  previous  report  I  gave  the  monthly  rainfall  for  the 
6  months  ending  December  31,  1894.  I  now  append  a  table 
showing  the  monthly  rainfall  for  the  year  1895. 

From  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  whereas,  in  the  6  months 
when  observations  were  taken  in  1894,  the  total  rainfall  amounted 
to  57*46  inches,  during  the  whole  year  following  the  total  fell 
short  of  that  amount,  being  only  55*93  inches. 

The  summer  of  1895  was  undoubtedly   exceptionally  dry. 
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It  is  noteworthy  that  whereas  in  July,  1894,  the  rainfall  total 
was  870  inches,  in  1895  it  only  came  to  1#50  inches.  In  Sep- 
tember, 1894,  in  6  days,  the  fair  was  12*98  inches;  in  1895,  in 
September,  rain  fell  daring  the  same  number  of  days,  but  only 
came  to  4*86  inches. 

For  information  regarding  temperature  (maximum,  minimum, 
hygrometrical*  &c.)  the  reports  of  the  meteorological  department 
to  the  Government  of  India  must  be  consulted. 

The  winter  1894-95  was  an  exceptionally  mild  one,  snow, 
which  thawed  almost  at  once,  only  falling  all  day  on  January  4, 
and  again  on  January  17.  The  frost  that  winter  was  so  slight 
that  no  ice  was  collected  in  the  ice-houses,  and  there  was  much 
distress  in  the  ensuing  summer  in  consequence. 

It  should  be  noted  that  ice  is  a  necessity  in  summer  in  so  Iceuri- 
warm  a  climate  as  Persia.    The  most  indigent  classes  use  ice  to  rmuHj  usod. 
cool  their  drinks,  whatever  they  may  be ;  the  usual  price  being 
\d.  to  Id.  per  14  lbs. 

The  winter  of  1895-96  was  on  the  contrary  extraordinarily  winter  of 
severe  for  Ghilan,  a  country  where  orange  trees  grow  in  the  1895-96 
open  air;  snow  fell  towards  the  end  of  January,  ana  lay  at  first  «wsp*»slly 
4  feet  8  inches  deep,  and  gradually  diminished  for  over  a  month.  i6Yere* 
During  the  first  week  all  traffic  in  the  streets  of  Resht  and  out 
of  the  town  was  entirely  put  a  stop  to ;  by  degrees,  narrow  paths 
allowing  the  passage  of  pack  horses  in  single  file  were  worn  out  of 
the  snow  along  the  most  important  streets  and  main  high-roads ; 
these  were  slushy  and  most  disagreeable  to  follow  during  the  Some 
day,  more  especially  v/hen  animals  going  in  opposite  direction  Indent*, 
met,  when  one  party  or  caravan  had  to  go  out  into  the  deep 
snow  to  let  the  other  pass.    The  nights  were  clear,  and  a  severe 
frost  hardened  the  snow  and  slush,  which  softened  again  as  the 
rays  of  the  sun  made  themselves  felt;  this  lasted  during  the 
whole  of  February. 

All  the  orange  trees  in  the  three  Persian  Caspian  provinces.  Orange  crop 
viz.,    Ghilan,   Mazanderan,  and    Astrabad,    were    frozen,    and  destro3red* 
almost  the  entire  crop  of  oranges,  lemons,  mandarines,  citrons, 
&c,  was  destroyed. 
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Annex  L— MoNTHLt  KainfMl  at  Resht  for  the  Year  1895. 


Month. 

Inches. 

Number  of 
Days. 

Remarks. 

January  •• 

4  01 

8 

On  8  days  only;  1  20  inches,  108 
inches,  and  1  '78  inches ;  last  was 
sndw. 

February. . 

•32 

8 

March     •• 

7-62 

14 

April       •  •         •  • 

6-82 

14 

Greatest  fall  2  56  inches,  April  20, 
when  rain  fell  for  8  days  consecu- 
tively ;  total,  5  -86  inches. 

Jnay        •  •         •  • 

0*64 

4 

Jane        . .         • . 

•66 

5 

July 

1-51 

8 

August 

7  10 

4 

From  August  19  to  22 ;  total,  5  85 
inches. 

September 

4*86 

6 

October  ..        •• 

12-01 

12 

October  16  and  17  ;  total  fall,  7  78 
inches  in  41  hours. 

November 

7*76 

9 

November  5 ;  total,  3  '41  inches. 

December 

2  61 

6 

Total  .. 

55-02 

88 

In  the  year  1894 

the  total  for  6 

months,  July- 

December,  was 

57-46 

48 
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Annex  IV. — Statement  of  Current  Prices  in  Resht  for  the 
Year  1895,  in  comparison  with  the  Year  1894.  * 


Article. 


Bice     

„    best  quality 

Bread  ...       

Barley  ...       ...       ., 

Floor    M. 

Olive  oil  

„  Inferior 

Batter 

Wool    ...       „ 

Cotton 

Tobacco,  Isfahan 

„  .       cigarettes . 
Soap     ...       ...       • 

Dried  fruit     ... 
Chickens 
Fowl*,  laying ... 
Pheasanta 
Woodcock      «. 
Beef     ... 

Mutton 

Eggs 

Firewood        — 
Charcoal 
Petroleum 
Loaf  sugar     ... 

Candles 

Axad  (salmon) 


1896. 

1894. 

Currency.* 

Sterling. 

Currency,  t 

Sterling. 

Kr.  in. 

t.  d. 

Kr.  eh. 

«.  <*. 

Perkuti 

10    0 

4    2 

11    0 

4    44 

.,          ...;    m  o 

1  Per  batman    M.        2    0 

6  10 
0  10 

17    0       j 
2   0       ! 

0    9$ 

.»,       1    4 

0    6 

1    6 

0    V 

1        „               ...I       2    0 

0  10 

2    6 

0  10* 

1  9\ 

Per  bottle       ...        4    0 

I    8 

4  10 

Per  batman    ...,      14    0 

6  10 

20    0        i 

8    0 

...       20    0 

8    4 

18    0        1 

7    24 

I       »              -        «   o 

2    6 

6    0 

2    4 

H      "    0 

6  10 

18    0 

6    2 

...         9    0 

8    9 

8    0 

8    2 

Per  100  in  box          1    0 

0    6 

1    0        | 

0    4 

Per  batman    ...!      12    0 

6    0 

18    0        i 

6    Z 

„               ..."        8  10 

8    64 

6   -0 

2    4 

Each    

1    6 

0  <4 

0  16 

0    8 

t«       ...        ... 

1  16 

0    8f 

1    0 

0    4 

8    0 

1    8 

2    0 

0    9 

!!     !"     ...     o  i6 

ni 

0  16 

0    8 

„        1        5  10 

4  10 

1    9 

1       10    0 

4    2 

6    0        i 

2    4 

Per 20  _       .„|        10 

0    6 

|        10 

0    4 

.   Per  1,000  logs...  |      40    0 

16    8 

!      60    0 

20    0 

.   Per  hone  load    j       8    0 

8    4 

8    0 

8    24 

.   Per  pood        ...         6  10 

2    8} 

8    0 

8    24 

.1  Per  batman    ...        9  10 

1        4    0 

8  10 

8    4f 

.'  Per  lb 1  12 

0    8 

i        1    * 

0    6 

i  Per  batman    ...       10    0 

;    *  2 

8    0 

8    2| 

•  Exchange  at  48  krane  =  U. 

in  1896. 

t          „          60     „        It. 

in  1894. 
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New  Series  of  Reports. 

Reports  of  the  Annual  Series  hare  been  issued  from  Her  Majesty's 
Diplomatic  and  Consular  Officers  at  the  following  places,  and  may  be 
obtained  from  the  sources  indicated  on  the  title-page : — 


No.  Price. 

881.  Martinique..         ..         ••  Id. 

832.  Odessa        ..         ..       \.  Id. 

3.  Ghilan        Id. 

884.  Old  Calabar           ..         ..  6|d. 

835.  Tamsui Id. 

■886.  Copenhagen           . .         ••  id. 
887.  Saloitioa     ..         ..         ..lid. 

838.  Honolulu   ...      ..  -      ..  *d. 

839.  Buenos  Ayre9        •  •         •  •  2d. 

840.  Para           Id. 

841.  Bolivia       ••         ..         ..2d. 

842.  Washington           ..          ..  3d. 

843.  Berlin         2d. 

844.  Uganda Id. 

846.  Belgrade lid. 

846.  Dakar         ..        ...       ,  ..  id. 

847.  Florence lid. 

848.  Copenhagen           ..         ••  2d. 

849.  Havre         ..  '      .:         ..  2d. 

850.  Serajevo Id. 

851.  Madrid 2d. 

852.  La  Rochelle          ..         ..  lid. 

853.  Chicago 4<L 

854.  Berlin         ..         •«         .;  Id. 

855.  Cherbourg 2id. 

856.  Beira          Id. 

857.  Charleston 2id. 

858.  Saigon        id. 

859.  Suakin        ..         ..         ..Id. 

860.  Bouen         2d. 

861.  Patras         lid. 

862.  Barcelona 2d. 

868.  Amoy         2id. 

864.  Treblzond Id. 

865.  Lisbon        2id. 

866.  Callao .  2d. 

867.  Pernambuco          ..         ••  5d. 

868.  Naples        lid. 

869.  New  Orleans         . .         . .  2id. 
870;  YeraCruz  ..  r      ..-     "V.  2|d. 

871.  Madeira     ..         ..         ..  Xd. 

872.  Jerusalem  . .         . .         . .  Id. 

873.  Ningpo Id. 

874.  Bio  de  Janeiro     .  •         . .  2|d. 
876.  Trieste       Id. 

876.  Curacoa Id. 

877.  Goa Id. 

878.  Cagliari Id. 

879.  Guayaquil Id. 

880.  Havana lid. 

881.  Reykjavik  (Iceland)        ..  Id. 

882.  Milan         lid. 

883.  Baltimore Id. 

884.  Cettinje* id. 

885.  Bilbao        2id. 

886.  Florence     ..         ..         ..  lid. 

887.  Brest          lid. 

888.  Marseilles  ..         ..         ..  lid. 

?.  Wuhu        ..  .,         ..Id. 

890.  Chinkiang Id. 

891.  Malaga       ..         ..         *.  Id. 


No. 

892. 

893. 

894. 

896. 

896. 

897. 

89& 

899. 

900. 

901. 

902. 

903. 

904. 

905. 

906. 

.907. 

908. 

909. 

910. 

911. 

912. 

918. 

914. 

915. 

916. 

917. 

918. 

919. 

920. 

921. 

922. 

923. 

.924. 

925. 

926. 

927. 

928. 

929. 

930. 

991. 

982., 

933. 

.934. 

935. 

936. 

937. 

938. 

.939. 

940. 

941. 

942. 

943. 
1944. 

946. 

946. 

947. 

948. 

949. 

950. 

951. 

952. 


Antwerp    .  • 
Amsterdam 


Price. 
.  id. 
.  Id. 
.  2d. 
.  2id. 
2\&. 


Galveston  .. 

Piraeus        . .         •  P 

Stettin 

Martinique..         ..         ••  lid. 

CoruttflA Bid. 

Calais         ..         ..         ..  Id. 

Honolulu   ..         . .         ..  Id. 

Riga           2d. 

Tripoli       Id. 

Batoum 2d. 

Lorenzo  Marques  .  •         . .  2d. 

Batavia 2  id. 

Corfu          l|d. 

Foochow lid. 

Montevideo           . .         . .  5£d. 

China         5d. 

Philadelphia          ..         ..  lid. 

Rio  Grande  do  Sul          ..  3id. 

Quito          Id. 

San  Jose* Id. 

Dunkirk Id. 

Samoa        ..         ..         ..Id. 

Bordeaux 2  id. 

Porto  Rico lid. 

Galatz        lid. 

Christiani* . .         :»         ••  id. 

Copenhagen           .,         ..  3d. 

New  York  ....  .    .,         ..  2id. 

San  Francisco       . .         . .  3id. 

Kiukiang Id. 

Harrar        ..         ..         ..  id. 

Berne         lid. 

Mannheim .  •         . .         .  •  Id. 

Fiume        lid. 

Oporto       Id. 

Hangchow  . .         .  •         •  •  Id. 

Boston        2id. 

Mntt          ..          .;          ..  Id. 

Manila       w        ..       ....  lid. 

Caracas       . .         , .         ..  Id. 

Hamburg    ..         ..         ,,  3d. 

Portland 3d. 

Malaga 2Jd. 

Tokio          lid. 

Genoa        .,         .,         ,.  3d. 

Palermo 3d. 

Santiago  de  Cuba  •  •         . .  lid. 
Noumea     ..         ,,         ..Id. 

Frankfort Sid, 

Chungking..         . .         ..  lid. 

Ichang        ..         , .         .,  Id. 

Hankow     . .         . .         ..  lid. 

Guatemala..         ..         ..  lid. 

Syra           Id. 

Taganrog    ..         .,         ..2d. 

Loanda       . .         . .         . .  2id. 

Panama      ..         .,         .,  2id. 
Shanghai    ••         ..         ..204 

Aleppo       ,.         .,         ..lid. 
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No.  1953. 

Reference  to  previous  Report,  Annual  Seines  No.  1662. 


PERSIA. 

ISPAHAN. 

Consul  Preece  to  tlte  Marquess  of  Salisbury. 

(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  June  8,  1897.) 
My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  a  Report  on  the 
Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Ispahan  District  for  the  year  1896. 

I  have   oiCi 
(Signed)     '  J.  R.  PREECE. 


"Report  on  the   Trade  and   Commerce  of  the  Consular  District  of 
Ispahan  for  the  Year  1896. 
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Paqb 

Introductory ••        ••  2 

Robbery  of  British  goods  in  Para  :     . .         . .         * 

Commercial  reasoDB  for  bad  markets ••         ••  «* 

Other  reasons  for  depression  of  trade  . .         . .         . .         • * 

Exchange..         .,.         .^         .,      ...         ••,  .     ••         ••         ••         ••  * 
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Lambskins      ..         ..         • ' 
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2  PERSIA. 

Table  of  Contents — continued. 

Paob 

Imports — continued — 

Hamadan  route  . .         . . 8 

Russian  goods . .         . ,         . . 9 

Dutch  goods    .  •         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .       9 

Woollen  goods  .  •         . .         . .       9 

General  remarks  on  trading     » ,         .  •         . .         •  •         10 

Summary..         .. •         ••         ..12 

Tables- 
Custom  returns •• 13 

Bazaar  rates    .. 15 

Introductory.  Hitherto  my  reports  of  the  trade  of  Ispahan  have  borne 
anything  but  a  roseate  hue,  and  it  is  with  much  regret  that  this 
year  again  I  am  compelled  to  present  an  account  of  British 
trade  in  this  part  of  Persia  in  language  of  the  gloomiest 
character. 

The  year  may  be  described  as  quite  the  most  disastrous  which 
has  been  experienced  since  I  have  known  Ispahan.  Several 
reasons,  political  and  commercial,  account  for  this. 

The  primary  political  reason  without  doubt  was  the  lamentable 
death,  by  assassination,  of  the  late  Shah  on  the  eve  of  his 
jubilee.  Although  we  in  Ispahan  enjoyed  absolute  peace  and 
quietness,  owing  to  the  government  of  the  province  of  Ispahan 
"  by  the  Zil-es-Sultan,  yet  in  the  south,  between  here  and  the  sea, 
Fars  was  the  scene  of  continual  robberies,  and  much  local 
disturbance,  so  that  a  tone  of  unrest  and  a  feeling  of  insecurity 
pervaded  all  the  bazaars,  preventing  the  proper  circulation  of 
money ;  rendering  the  native  merchants  unwilling  to  risk  their 
capital  by  investing  it  in  foreign  goods, 
llobbery  of  The  robberies  of  British  goods  were  large,   amounting  to 

Hritish  goods  something  approaching  to  10,000/.  in  all.  Manchester  piece- 
in  Fars.  goods  were  to  be  found  in  all  the  nomad  camps,  selling  at  much 
below  their  bazaar  value.  Other  goods,  such  as  glassware,  tea, 
sugar,  and  hardware,  were  wantonly  destroyed.  A  large  con- 
signment of  Austrian  matches  was  set  on  fire  and  destroyed  for 
the  fun  of  the  thing,  or  to  use  the  Persian  expression,  as  a 
tamasha  (i.e.,  sight  or  exhibition).  This  state  of  absolute 
lawlessness  continued  with  more  or  less  severity  for  nearly 
three  months,  and  naturally  caused  a  great  tightness  in  the 
bazaars.  Goods  did  not  pass  along  the  roads,  and,  although 
everything  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Ispahan  was 
perfectly  quiet,  merchants  could  not  but  fear  that  the  disorder  of 
the  south  might  sooner  or  later  extend  to  the  tribes  located  to  the 
west  of  this.  Happily  their  fears  were  not  realised,  and  after  a 
short  time  the  markets  opened  again,  but  it  took  some  time  for 
them  to  become  steady,  and  even  now  I  cannot  say  they  have 
assumed  their  normal  condition ;  this,  however,  is  aue  to  other 
causes  to  which  I  shall  have  occasion  to  refer  later  on. 

The  next  political  event  which  occurred  prior  to  the  death  of 
the  Shah,  the  effect  of  which  was  not  so  lasting,  but  as  far  as  we 
in  Ispahan  were  concerned,  at  one  time  promised  to  be  vastly 
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more  disastrous,  was  the  death  of  two  Mussulmans  in  the  opium 
house  of  a  European  merchant  in  Jalpa,  from  asphyxiation 
by  charcoal  fumes.  It  unfortunately  happened  that  their  bodies 
were  not  discovered  for  some  time,  and  then  only  by  the  father  of 
one  of  them,  who  raised  a  great  cry,  accusing  the  Faringhis  of 
having  murdered  the  men.  A  mob  was  soon  gathered  together, 
and  besieged  the  house,  shouting  and  crying,  breaking  in  the 
windows  of  the  opium  house,  and  doing  all  the  damage  they 
could.  For  some  time  we  all  were  in  considerable  danger,  but 
the  tension  was  removed  when  the  bodies  were  taken  into  town. 
Although  the  cause  of  death  was  undoubted,  yet  it  was  made  a 
great  case  by  the  Moollahs,  aided  by  some  of  the  local  authorities. 
The  whole  affair  was  not  settled  for  some  weeks,  and  then  only 
by  the  Persian  Government  paying  2,000  tumans,  it  was  said,  to 
the  relatives  of  the  deceased.  Here  again  the  bazaars  were 
unsettled.  Native  merchants  were  afraid  to  deal  with  the 
Europeans  for  fear  of  incurring  the  anger  of  the  Moollahs.  It 
was  unfortunate,  as  this  was  the  period  when  Europeans  made 
their  best  sales,  being  just  before  one  of  their  religious  months, 
and  also  prior  to  the  festival  of  the  Nao-rooz  (New  Year). 

The  various  commercial  reasons  for  the  bad  markets  were  Commercial 
referred  to  in  mv  last  year's  report,  viz.,  over-importation,  and  reason*  for 
over-speculation  in   the  opium  business.      This  latter  was  the  bad  markctl- 
cause  of  many  heavy  failures  here,  in  Shiraz  and  Tehran,  and 
rendered  the  market  very  tender. 

There  is  another  reason,  neither  political  nor  commercial  in  Other  reaaors 
the  strict  sense,  which  also  accounts  in  some  degree  for  the  Jfrt^pei8iou 
slackness  of  business  in  these  parts,  that  is  the  depreciation  of 
silver.  During  the  last  few  years  exchange  has  gone  up  with 
leaps  and  bounds,  consequently  the  European  goods  have  also 
advanced  in  prices  with  exchange.  The  necessaries  of  life  in 
these  parts  have  also  advanced,  but  not  in  the  same  ratio.  In  the 
meantime  the  daily  wages  of  the  peasant  and  workman  have 
practically  stood  still,  or  I  might  say,  have  absolutely^  for  some 
period  of  the  last  year  retrograded,  owing  to  the  flooding  of  the 
country  with  copper  money,  which  could  only  be  exchanged  into 
silver  or  its  equivalent  value  in  goods  at  25  per  cent.,  or  even  at 
one  time  reaching  50  per  cent,  discount.  All  retail  business  done 
in  copper  was  thus  greatly  disturbed  owing  to  these  heavy  fluctua- 
tions. Anyway,  the  poorer  classes  found  that  they  could  not 
spend  the  same  in  luxuries,  as  I  may  call  them,  owing  to  the 
ordinary  requirements  of  life  requiring  greater  expenditure. 
Therefore,  instead  of  buying  enough  print  or  some  equivalent 
stuff  to  make  themselves  new  clothes  for  the  Nao-rooz  (New  Year's 
Day),  according  to  their  immemorial  custom,  they  patch  and 
carry  on  as  best  they  can.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  in  a  centre 
like  Ispahan,  which,  together  with  its  adjacent  villages,  and  its 
numerous  large  offshoots,  probably  numbers  close  on  1,000,000 
souls,  a  very  great  difference  in  the  sales  can  be  accounted  for. 
-  During  the  three  last  months  of  the  year  the  market  for 
-Manchester  goods  revived  slightly,  but  it  has  not,  even  at  the  eqd 
(2434) 
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of  the  year,  in  any  sense  recoyered  itself,  nor  is  it  likely  to  do 
for  some  time. 

The  only  bright  spot  from  the  European  merchant's  point  of 
view  has  been  the  steadiness  of  exchange,  which  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year  was  about  51  krans  per  11.  sterling.  It  then 
settled  down,  and  has  practically  kept  at  from  49  to  50  krans, 
remaining  below  the  parity  of  silver,  due  to  the  scarcity  of  money 
in  Tehran.  So  the  merchant  has  not  had  to  contend  against  the 
spasmodic  heavy  rises  and  falls  of  the  two  previous  years. 

In  my  last  report  I  referred  to  the  disadvantages  the  merchant 
was  placed  under,  owing  to  the  habit  of  the  Persian  governors, 
deputy  governors,  and  others  taking  by  force  the  animals  of  the 
muleteers  for  their  carriage  when  about  to  undertake  a  journey. 
I  am  glad  to  say  my  remarks  have  had  some  little  effect  towards 
reducing  the  evil.  They  came  under  the  notice  of  the  Zil-es- 
Sultan,  who  issued  orders  to  his  people  that  whenever  he  went  on 
a  journey  they  were  to  provide  their  own  carriages,  and  to  pay  for 
them.  Yet  in  spite  of  these  ordqrs  the  old  state  of  affairs  still 
prevails  at  times,  and  it  is  somewhat  much  to  expect  that  in 
.Persia  a  system  that  has  been  going  on  for  some  2,500  years  or 
more  can  be  overcome  by  one  stroke  of  the  pen,  or  a  word  from 
the  mouth.  We  must  hope  that  by  frequent  repetitions  such 
orders  will  at  last  be  carried  out. 

Transport  has  generally  been  easier  and  cheaper  than  during 
the  previous  year.  Mule  hire  from  Bushire  to  Shiraz  com- 
menced the  year  at  68  krans  per  100  mdns  (735  lbs.),  and  just 
previous  to  the  assassination  of  the  Shah  reached  its  lowest 
point,  viz.,  48  krans  per  same  weight.  During  the  same  time,  on 
the  road  from  Shiraz  to  Ispahan,  the  relativeprices  were  60  krans 
and  40  krans  per  100  mdns.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  price 
was  72  krans  per  100  mdns. 

When  forwarding  again  commenced  on  the  Bushire-Shiraz 
road,  125  krans  was  the  highest  point  reached,  the  year  closing 
at  90  krans  per  100  mdns.  Between  Ispahan  and  Shiraz  the 
highest  point  reached  was  in  June,  when  muleteers  charged 
95  krans  per  100  mans. 

In  presenting  the  returns  of  exports  and  imports  I  must  point 
out  that,  although  given  me  by  the  custom-house  people,  they  are 
so  singularly  lacking  in  detail  in-  those  cases  which  are-  of  most 
interest  to  those  at  home  that  they  are  practically  valueless.  I 
am  informed  also  that  they  do  not  really  represent  anything  like 
the  true  figures  of  goods  coming  into  Ispahan,  but  that  an 
increase  of  from  15  to  20  per  cent,  should  be  added.  This  is 
due  to  smuggling  in  some  form  or  other  by  the  Persian 
merchants. 

Owing  to  the  dilatoriness  of  the  Bushire  custom-house 
officials,  the  custom  permits  showing  that  duty  has  been  paid 
very  often  do  not  arrive  till  long  after  the  goods  have  arrived 
here.  It  has  been  usual  for  the  merchants  to  give  the  custom 
master  a  guarantee  bond,  and  then  get  release  of  the  goods,  In 
one  notable  case  of  a  chief  Persian  merchant;  he  would  give  his 
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bond,  get  bis  good*,  but  never  pay  a  cent  when  the  permits 
arrived.  It  must  be  noted  here  that  the  duties  [payable  by  a 
Persian  are  distributed  oyer  the  different  tows  the  goods  pais 
through ;  he  does  not  pay  a  5  per  cent.  *d  valorem  duty  at  the 
port  of  eatry  as  the  European  does.  This  man  was  too  high  and 
too  well  protected  to  be  forced  to  pay,  and  thus  he  always  was 
able  to  get  his  goods  in  cheaper  than  others.  The  custom-house 
master  who  lately  came  here,  however,  was  plucky  enough,  and 
sufficiently  well  backed  in  Tehran,  to  force  his  hand,  and  reduce 
this  gentleman  to  the  level  of  other  Persian  merchants. 

Owing  to  early  autumnal  rains  falling  on  the  tobacco  leaf  Exports: 
when  spread  out  to  dry,  about  half  the  crop  was  spoilt.  As  Too*000- 
pointed  out  in  my  previous  report,  this  was  for  various  reasons 
anything  but  a  normal  one.  It  is  now  hoped  that  the  peasants 
will  see  that  their  crops  will  be  bought  ud  in  the  present  year, 
and  will  appreciate  the  fact  and  be  induced  to  sow  more  seed,  so 
that  the  output  of  tobacco  will  more  nearly  approach  the  quan- 
tities produced  previous  to  the  inception  of  the  Regie,  but  as  the 
Persian  says,  u  God  is  great,  and  we  are  in  his  hands,"  the  (tens 
ex  maehina  in  this  case  i*  the  Moollah.  One  village  of  some 
size  near  Ispahan  has  a  considerable  quantity  of  tobacco  which 
is  very  bad,  having  remained  over  for  some  two  or  three  years, 
and  being  absolutely,  unfit  for  exportation.  The  villagers  have 
interviewed  the  Moollah,  who  says  it  must  be  bought,  if  not  he 
will  proclaim  it  unholy  for  anyone  to  sow  tobacco  this  year.  In 
the  year  1890-91,  80,000  bags  of  tobacco,  equal  to  5,200,000  lbs., 
were  exported  from  Ispahan  alone,  in  1894-95,  1,495,000  lbs. 
were  exported,  and  in  1895-96, 1,100,000  lbs.,  but  of  the  1894-95 
export  a  large  quantity  belonged  to  previous  years.  This  export 
goes  either  to  E^ypt,  Turkey,  or  Syria. 

I  find  that  with  reference  to  the  growing  of  Persian  cotton,  Cotton, 
in  my  previous  report,  I  have  made  a  mistake  as  far  as 
Ispahan  cotton  is  concerned.  That  now  produced  in  Ehorassan 
being  from  seed  brought  from  Central  Asia,  is  far  superior  to 
that  of  Ispahan,  which  owing  to  the  fact  of  the  seed  never  having 
been  renewed  from  good  qualities  has  somewhat  deteriorated ; 
this  is  due  entirely  to  the  growers  and  is  inherent  in  the  Persian 
character.  If  they  would  only  follow  the  lead  of  the  Khorassomis, 
I  am  sure  they  could  produce  really  good  cotton,  as  there  is  any 
amount  of  ground  fit  to  grow  it  on,  and  plenty  of  water  for 
irrigation,  if  only  proper  arrangements  were  made  for  its  dis- 
tribution. 

During  the  past  year  the  opium  market  has  been  very  lively,  Opium, 
both  native  and  European  merchants  have  dealt  in  it,  although 
the  margin  left  has  been  but  small. 

The  market  in  China  offers  no  inducements  to  shippers  gene- 
rally, and  the  native  merchants  who  ventured  to  consign  there 
suffered  considerable  losses. 

In  connection  with  the  China  opium  trade  and  the  direct 
importation  of  Manchester  goods  by  native  merchants  it  is  worth 
while  pointing  out  here  that  both  in  Ispahan  and  bhiraz  very 
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considerable  loss  has  been  suffered,  some  have  gone  bankrupt, 
others  are  under  a  cloud  and  now  find  that  their  drafts  on 
Bombay  and  other  places  do  not  meet  with  that  ready  sale 
which  they  formerly  did,  but  only  for  payment  deferred  until 
the  bill  has  been  duly  met.  Here  again  we  can  see  a  reason  for 
decrease  of  importation  in  print  goods. 

The  price  of  opium  was  somewhat  erratic,  ranging  from 
220  to  350  krans  per  mdn  of  13  lbs.,  prepared,  or  as  it  is  locally 
termed  "  Nimmal." 

The  output  for  the  year  was  about  2,000  cases  from  this 
town,  but  here  as  in  other  cases  the  figures  are  but  approximate, 
although  given  by  those  who  have  the  best  information  at  their 
disposal,  and  whose  business  is  to  make  themselves  acquainted 
with  the  exports  of  the  drug. 

Carpeta.  Although  few  carpets  are  made  in  this  district  a  large  quantity 

pass  through  Ispahan  towards  Bushire  for  export  It  will  be 
noticed  that  under  this  head  in  the  returns  of  imports  there  is 
a  very  large  increase,  mainly  due  to  the  difficulty  in  getting 
the  road  vi&  Burugird  and  Dizful  to  Shuster  to  work  in 
a  satisfactory  way.  The  late  Governors  of  Luristan  and 
•  Arabistan  were  weak  and  inefficient,  and  allowed  the  Lure  and 
Arabs  to  get  out  of  hand,  in  consequence  of  which  the  road 
has  been  rendered  most  unsafe;  the  exporting  merchants  in 
Sultanabad  have,  therefore,  sent  almost  all  their  consignments 
for  the  south  vi&  Ispahan ;  some  have  sent  vi&  Kermanshah  and 
Baghdad. 

As  the  carpet  market  at  home,  in  France  and  America  is 
now  very  active,  and  Persian  carpets  are  much  in  demand,  I  hope 
to  see  this  trade  more  fully  developed,  although  Sultanabad  is 
now  practically  worked  up  to  its  utmost  capacity,  and  the  output 
from  there  is  nearly  if  not  quite  at  the  highest  level  it  can 
reach ;  but  there  are  other  points  which  can  be  exploited,  and 
a  trade  worked  up  equal  to  Sultanabad,  viz.,  in  the  neighbouring 
district  of  Burugird,  and  also  in  Kerman  ;  as  regards  the 
capabilities  of  this  latter  place  I  have  dealt  with  them  fully  in 
a  previous  report 

I  see  that  lately  a  Persian  carpet  manufacturing  company 
has  been  started  in  London.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  they  will 
direct  some  of  their  energies  towards  these  places,  and  not  try  to 
force  the  trade  in  Sultanabad  alone,  which  will  eventually  result  in 
heightening  of  prices  or  else  in  reduction  of  quality  in  the  making 
of  the  carpets,  either  leading  to  deterioration  of  the  general  output. 
The  question  of  adequate  supply  of  wool  also  is  a  moving 
one,  and  the  present  supply  procurable  from  this  and  surrounding 
districts  being  already  insufficient  for  the  requirements  of  trade, 
fresh  sources  have  to  be  exploited  or  here  again  the  general  trade 
will  suffer. 

Kerneli.  There   has    been   no  business  of  any  consequence   done  in 

kernels  this  year  with  the  home  markets.  In  the  early 
spring  very  severe  frosts  came  on  after  the  trees  had  flowered, 
causing    great    scarcity,  all    around    the    country,    and    equal 


Digitized  by  LiOOQ IC 


ISPAHAN.  7 

depression  in  the  home  trade  led  to  no  demand.  From  the 
districts  unaffected  by  the  early  frost  there  was  a  small  exporta- 
tion of  almonds  into  Russia. 

As  far  as  Persia  itself  is  concerned  there  is  this  year  a  more 
hopeful  aspect  as  far  as  can  be  judged  at  the  time  of  writing. 

Owing  to  the  embargo  laid  on  the  exportation  of  lamb-  Lambskin*, 
skins,  there  does  not  appear  in  this  return  to  have  been 
any  exportation  at  all.  The  evil  has  not  been  quite 
eradicated,  as  I  believe  that  a  good  deal  of  trade  has  been 
done,  at  all  events  the  price  of  mutton  in  the  local  bazaars  has 
gone  up  at  least  20  per  cent.  This  may,  of  course,  be  accounted 
lor  by  the  previous  extra  exportation  telling  its  tale  more  clearly 
as  time  goes  on.  It  is  not  probable  that  the  real  good  effect 
of  the  embargo  will  be  felt  for  some  two  or  three  years,  and  then 
it  is  doubtful  whether  prices  will  fall  to  the  point  normal  in 
previous  years. 

There  has  been  a  small  export  trade  in  local  hand-printed  cotton  Local  band- 
goods  known  as  "kalemkar8,,  during  the  last  few  years  from  this  P1^6*1  cotton 
town;  the  prints  being  made  in  useful  lengths  for  decorative  pur-  good,# 
poees,  they  acquired  a  fair  repute,  especially  in  France,  the  major 
portion  of  the   export  trade  going  to  Paris,  but  owing  to  the 
great  deterioration  of  the  dyes  used,  such  as  Prussian  blue  or 
Nil-i-Sanduki,  as  it  is  called  here,  referred  to  in  my  previous 
report,  and  to  bad  and  unsound  reds  which  all  wash  out  or  run 
together,  these  prints  are  no  longer  in  demand.     I  am  informed 
on    good    authority   that    large    quantities   are    now    in   Paris 
unsaleable  at  any  price. 

There  is  a  large  increase  in  the  import  of  leather  from  Imports: 
Hamadan,  and  also  from  Russia.      This  is  due  to  the  fashion  Leather, 
now  prevalent    in  Persia  among  the   better   classes   of   using 
European-shaped  boots,  and  also  to  using  leather  for  covering 
various  articles  taken  on  a  voyage  where  carpet  stuffs   were 
previously  used. 

Any  workman  who  can  make  passably  good  boots  or  shoes 
of  European  shape  has  a  fairly  good  trade  in  any  of  the  towns 
of  Persia.  At  the  same  time  there  is  no  opening  for  any  large 
import  business  in  this  line  of  goods,  as  the  Persian  works  and 
supplies  his  goods  at  such  cheap  rates  that  it  would  be  difficult 
to  put  machine-made  articles  on  the  market  which  could  be  sold 
at  remunerative  rates. 

The  increase  in  the  importation  of  Resht  tobacco,  grown  from  Tobacco, 
good  Turkish  seed,  is  gradual  but  persistent.  Here  again  is 
a  mark  of  European  manners  and  ideas  acquiring  a  footing 
With  the  Persian  of  the  town.  The  cigarette,  among  the  young 
Persians,  is  certainly  driving  the  kaliar  (the  native  hubblebubble) 
out  of  favour.  The  latter  nowadays  is  only  to  be  seen  in  the 
houses  of  Persians  of  the  old  type,  Moollahs,  merchants,  and  the 
peasants.  In  the  streets,  on  the  road  when  travelling,  and  in 
the  house,  one  constantly  sees  a  modern  Persian  making  his 
cigarette  or  else  using  a  made  one.  These  latter  are  made  in 
Tehran,  and  can  be  bought  in  the  bazaars  of  Ispahan  for  from 
2  to  5  krans  per  100. 
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Glassware. ■  Tbe  better  style  of  glassware  for  the  table  comes  from  England 

and  Paris*  Good  mirrors  almost  entirely  from  the  latter  place. 
The  rougher  and  fancy  forms  of  glassware  are  imported  from 
Russia  and  Austria. 

Sheet-glass  is  either  brought  from  England  or  Belgium. 
Lately  in  Tehran  a  Belgian  company  have  started  a  glass 
factory,  and  judging  from  some  specimens  I  have  seen,  and  the 
prices  asked,  they  should  be  able  to  do  a  good  trade  in  the 
country.  The  amount  of  breakage  in  the  boxes  coming  from 
Europe  is  enormous,  on  an  average  from  40  to  60  per  cent.,  so 
that  the  price  of  glass  here  often  gets  quite  abnormal,  the  average 
cost  of  a  sheet  of  12'  x  9'  being  about  2  krans. 

ftp"-  India  and  Russia  are  the  chief  sources  of  supply  of  the  paper 

used  in  Persia.  This  especially  applies  to  writing-paper  which 
the  Persian  requires  of  a  very  highly  glazed  quality  in  order  to 
take  the  ink  from  his  reed  pen.  In  some  cases  and  for  special 
purposes  the  glazing  is  done  locally. 

Psrfapery.  The  amount  of  imports  under  the  head  of  perfumery  seems 

large,  but  includes  an  article  largely  used  in  cookery  which  is 
imported  from  India,  viz.,  turmeric. 

The  perfumery  imported  is  of  the  inferior  classes  from  England 
and  France,  including  the  various  styles  of  soaps  now  so  largely 
manufactured.  In  the  harems  English  soap  is  in  large  demand, 
as  the  women  think  our  fair  complexions  are  due  entirely  to 
our  soap,  and  are  always  glad  to  get  hold  of  a  piece  of  good 
French  or  English  soap,  but  utterly  decline  to  pay  tbe  high  prices 
demanded  for  the  best  qualities. 

Cotton  goods.  Reference  is  made  so  freely  to  our  Manchester  goods  in  other 
(daces  that  any  special  remarks  on  the  trade  is  unnecessary  except 
to  point  out  that  as, regards  the  import  vik  Hamadan,  upon  which 
last  year  I  reported,  it  certainly  did  seem  as  if  a  very  great  blow 
was  being  dealt  to  this  market  as  far  as  the  European  firms -were 
concerned,  by  the  increased  use  of  the  Baghdad-Hamadan  route. 
But  it  appears  that  the  success  of  the  venture  is  not  too  great, 
and  that  the  question  is  gradually  answering  itself.  The 
importers  are  small  men  who  can  only  afford  to  buy  a  few 
bales  at  a  time,  and  those  of  the  cheapest  stuff,  of  inferior  prints 
and  cloth,  while  in  some  cases  the  dyes  are  bad  and  quickly 
disappear.  The  Persian  shopkeeper  is  getting  sick  of  them  and 
so  is  the  buyer,  who  quickly  finds  he  has  got  hold  of  something 
cheap  and  nasty.  He  or  she  is  very  angry,  and  remonstrates 
with  the  shopkeeper,  and  in  consequence  there  is,  more  Persico, 
a  wordy  warfare,  out  of  which  the  shopkeeper,  if  he  does  not 
come  second  beet,  yet,  has  not  improved  his  position  in  the 
bazaar. 

The  goods  on  entering  Turkey  in  Asia  are  assessed  at  a  customs 
duty  of  8  per  centum  ad  valorem  ;  on  passing  out  at  the  Persian 
frontier  they  get  a  rebate  of  7  per  centum,  consequently  they 
only  pay  a  tax  of  1  per  centum. 

Owing  to  bankruptcy,  and  the  above  causes,  so  far  as  I  can 
learn  this  trade  is  dying  out. 


Hamadan 
route. 
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The  customs  returns  do  not  give  any  aid  in  a  question  of  this 
sort,  as  no  distinction  is  made  from  which  side  the  goods  come 
in ;  all  are  classed  alike. 

As  far  as  I  can  learn  from  the  unreliable  sources  at  my  Russian 
disposal,  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  there  has  been  a  good*, 
slight  increase  in  the  importation  of  Russian  print  goods  into 
Ispahan.  I  cannot  find  out  that  there  is  any  direct  or  constant 
flow  this  way.  They  are  imported  by  small  men  or  by  American 
shopkeepers,  who  have  in  their  periodical  journey  to  Russia 
selected  such  goods  as  they  judge  suitable  for  the  Persian  market, 
or  else  they  are  sent  from  Khorassan  or  Tehran  by  way  of 
remittance;  in  some  cases  I  have  heard  of  bales  of  Russian 
goods  being  sent  here,  and  the  consignor  asking  for  English 
piece-goods  in  return. 

Up  to  the  present  I  see  no  cause  for  us  to  fear  competition 
from  Russia  in  this  market,  even  with  the  heavy  drawback  on 
bounty  which  the  Russian  gets,  viz.,  7*.  per  poud  (36  lbs.),  on 
his  venture,  provided  he  has  imported  into  Russia,  Transcaspian 
or  Persian  cotton. 

At  the  same  time  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  every 
endeavour  should  be  made  to  put  down  our  goods  as  cheaply  as 
it  is  possible,  so  as  to  prevent  the  Russian  goods  entering  into 
this  market.  Even  now  the  English  merchant  has  not  too  much 
margin  left  to  enable  him  to  fight  a  hardy  and  enterprising  com- 
petitor; as  a  matter  of  fact,  printed  Manchester  goods  of  a 
certain  class  can  only  now  be  sold  at  a  loss,  calculated  on  the 
prices  ruling  to-day.  It  therefore  becomes  all  the  more  urgent 
for  us  to  develop  the  roads  and  lower  the  cost  of  carriage 
wherever  possible.  In  this  way  Russia  is  ahead  of  us,  as  she  is 
already  making  a  road  from  the  Caspian  to  Tehran,  via  Kasvin, 
and  has  a  concession  to  carry  an  extension  from  the  last  place  to 
Ramadan ;  once  at  Hamadan,  it  is  quite  possible  she  may  be  in 
a  position  to  compete  with  us  in  central  Persia  with  fair  prospects 
of  success.  It  is  unnecessary  to  again  point  out  here  which  are 
the  roads  I  believe  invite  such  development ;  I  have  done  it  so 
often. 

The  imitations  of  English  goods  made  in  Holland,  referred  to  Dutch  goods. 
in  my  previous  report,  have  continued  to  be  imported,  and  appear 
to  have  taken  a  fair  hold  of  the  markets,  in  spite  of  a  failure  or 
two  in  the  treatment  of  the  cloths.  Another  stardard  article 
which  has  been  imported  from  Lancashire  for  years,  viz.,  a 
coloured  woven  fancy  stripe,  has  now  been  added  to  the  list  of 
their  productions. 

The  import  of  woollen  goods  into  this  market  is  but  small,  Woollen 
only  from  300  to  400  bales  per  annum ;  about  two-thirds  of  this  g0Dds* 
amount  comes  from  Bradford,  the  balance  being  either  Russian  or 
Austrian  goods.  English  goods  are  too  good,  too  dear,  and  too 
rieky  for  the  importer  in  this  market  The  Persian  wants  some- 
thing cheap,  which  presents  a  good  appearance  to  the  eye  at  the 
first  set  off.  Some  mixed  cotton  and  woollen  goods  (unions) 
fulfil  this  condition,  and  have  a  certain  vogue  j  they  look  well, 
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have  a  very  shiny  surface,  and  make  a  particularly  good 
impression  when  new,  but  they  do  not  last  Ion/?.  The  better 
class  of  goods,  really  good  broadcloths,  are  only  to  be  found  in  the 
women's  quarters  of  well-to-do  people. 

If  woollen  goods  do  not  obtain  a  market,  and  stand  over  for  a 
year,  the  chances  are  that  they  will  be  lost  to  the  retail  seller ; 
besides  being  attacked  by  the  numerous  army  of  moths,  who  all 
show  a  preference  for  woollen  cloth,  it  is  particularly  attractive 
to  the  larvae  of  the  special  woollen  moth,  who  insinuates  himself 
into  the  folds,  and  works  a  hole  as  far  through  a  piece  as  he 
can,  practically  destroying  a  large  portion  of  the  contents, 
vitiating  the  whole  for  sale  purposes ;  hence  I  say  the  trade  is 
too  risky  a  one  to  be  entered  into  largely. 

There  are  a  few  blankets  and  gauzy  rugs  brought  into  the 

place,  mostly  from  Austria.     One  may  now  and  again  see  them 

in  a  Persian  house  on  the  floor,  or  else  hanging  in  the  bazaars. 

There  is  no  opening  whatever  in  this  line  of  goods ;  Persians  for 

night  covering  use  a  cotton  quilt,  with  locally-made  kalemkars. 

General  In  the  October  31st  number  of  the  "  Spectator  "  there  was 

remarks  on      an  article  on  "  Asiatic  Bankers,"  called  forth  by  the  death  of 

m  e#  Sir  Albert  Sassoon.     The  writer  has  evidently  had  a  very  wide 

experience  of  the   bankers   and  traders  of  Asia,  but  equally 

evident  to  anyone  who  knows  Persia,  he   has  had  little  or  no 

experience  of  the  Persian  broker  as  he  is  known  to  us  in  the  towns 

of  central  Persia. 

The  whole  article  is  a  great  testimonial  to  the  honesty  of  the 
Indian  and  Central  Asian,  but  I  hope  that  readers  at  home  may 
not  be  led  astray  into  believing  that  the  Persian  banker  or  trader 
is  of  the  same  high-class  individual  as  either  of  the  above. 

The  case  as  it  stands  here  and  in  other  towns  such  as  Tehran 
and  Shiraz  has  a  very  different  aspect.  The  banker  and  trader 
of  these  places,  as  a  rule,  is  only  honest  as  long  as  it  may  suit  his 
purpose.  I  write,  of  course,  as  regards  his  conduct  towards 
Europeans.  The  banker,  with  some  notable  exceptions  (in  the 
term  banker  I  also  include  merchant,  as  almost  all  merchants  here 
are  also  bankers  to  a  more  or  less  extent ;  bankers  in  the  sense 
conveyed  by  the  writer  of  this  article  above  referred  to  are 
unexistent  among  the  Persians),  if  he  sells  or  accepts  a  draft, 
will  puzzle  his  head  how  to  get  out  of  paying  it ;  if  he  cannot  do 
that  he  will  delay  payment  as  long  as  he  can  so  as  to  get  the  very 
utmost  in  the  way  of  interest  out  of  his  money. 

Over  and  over  again  the  Persian  Government  has  tried  to 
make  a  law  that  once  a  bill  is  accepted  the  drawer  is  not  further 
liable,  but  the  European  merchants  have  invariably  stuck  out 
against  it,  and  have  so  far  carried  their  point ;  they  know  perfectly 
well  that  they  would  have  no  security  for  getting  their  money 
again  should  the  accepter  refuse  payment,  and  would,  to  safe* 
guard  themselves,  have  to  refrain  from  buying  paper  ad  a  means 
of  remittance,  which  would,  in  a  country  like  this,  where  all  the 
flow  of  coin  is  to  the  capital,  be  a  source  of  great  loss  to  them. 

The  Imperial   Bank  of  Persia  never  do  a  bill  transaction 
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without  having  at  least  two  good  endorsers.  Experience  has 
taught  them  that  they  must  thus  cover  themselves.  European 
merchants  follow  the  same  lines,  sometimes  obliging  their 
customers  by  taking  bills,  which  they  pay  or  credit  them  with 
only  when  tney  have  been  met. 

So  much  for  the  Persian  merchant  banker,  now  let  us  see 
what  class  of  man  he  is  in  his  mercantile  transactions.  Generally, 
if  he  be  a  good  substantial  man  he  will  carry  on  his  business 
straight,  and  act  up  to  his  undertakings  as  long  as  it  suits  him, 
but  should  he,  after  making  a  contract  for  a  special  line  of  goods, 
find  on  their  arrival  that  the  market  is  against  him,  the 
probability  is  that  he  will  repudiate  his  contract — which, 
according  to  his  view,  binds  the  European  merchant  to  him,  but 
does  not  bind  him  to  the  European ;  here  he  is  often  assisted  by 
the  Moollah,  as  under  certain  circumstances  a  contract  is  illegal 
according  to  the  religious  law ;  if  he  does  not  do  that  he  will 
make  such  a  bother  that  it  will  pay  the  European  importer  to 
give  him  a  rebate,  and  so  satisfy  him  rather  than  drive  away  a 
customer  into  the  arms  of  another  firm. 

Then,  again,  when  he  comes  to  settle  up  accounts,  he  will 
bring  in  some  frivolous  claims  for  shortage,  damage,  or  something 
equally  obscure,  which  cannot  be  substantiated,  and  only  exists 
in  his  fertile  brain,  in  order  to  get  some  rebate  on  his  account. 
Long  terms  of  credit  are  usually  given  here,  and  accounts  are 
made  up  from  time  to  time.  It  is  generally  difficult  to  make  a 
Persian  clear  up  his  accounts ;  he  likes  to  let  the  matter  drag  on, 
and  so  give  him  a  greater  chance  of  playing  this  game. 

The  above  description  applies  to  the  fairly  honest  merchant, 
but  take  the  man  of  straw  who  starts  with  no  capital  to  speak  of. 
Here  he  is  known  and  can  get  no  credit,  his  transactions  must  be 
made  for  cash,  consequently  he  sends  home  to  England  to  some 
merchant,  paying  a  certain  percentage  on  a  small  consignment  of 
goods,  perhaps  20  bales,  which  on  arrival  are  duly  paid  for;  he 
then  gradually  increases  his  indents,  meeting  his  engagements 
squarely.  This  he  does  once  or  twice  after  he  has  worked 
through  what  money  he  can  command  by  pledging  the  goods  at 
high  interest,  until  he,  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  years,  has 
established  in  the  minds  of  his  home  friends  perfect  security. 
Then  he  will  probably  send  a  big  order  for  four  or  five  times 
the  amount  of  the  la'st.  The  firm  at  home  may  have  their 
doubts,  but  still  they  do  not  like  to  offend  a  good  customer,  and 
so  let  him  have  the  goods.  Their  bills  become  due,  excuses  are 
then  made,  delays  are  created,  and  so  it  goes  on  until  at  last 
subterfuge  is  no  longer  possible,  and  the  man  of  straw  becomes 
bankrupt.  The  home  firm  have  some  hopes  of  getting  some- 
thing out  of  the  bankrupt's  estate.  Here  again  they  will  be 
disappointed,  all  the  goods  will  have  disappeared,  having  been 
annexed  or  handed  over  to  the  Persian  creditors,  most  of  whom 
being  fictitious,  any  tangible  property  in  the  shape  of  home, 
garden,  or  village  having  been  made  over  to  the  wife  and 
children.    If  attempt  is  made  to  get  hold  of  such  property  (we 
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are  covered  by  a  firman  of  the  late  Shah  in  this  respect)  evetfy 
chicanery  possible  will  be  brought  into  play  by  the  whole  class 
of  the  Moollahs  and  also  the  local  authorities,  by  the  first  because 
it  is  his  delight  and  duty  to  despoil  the  European,  by  the  second 
who  never  lose  a  possible  chance  to  make  a  few  krans,  so  that  in 
the  end  the  deluded  European  creditor  has  spent  more  money 
and  yet  never  gets  a  cent  of  his  claim  reimbursed. 

The  above  has  been  written  with  the  special  object  of 
warning  our  home  merchants,  and  with  the  hopes  that  they  may 
obviate  any  chance  of  being  taken  in  by  the  sauve  manners  and 
honeyed  tongue  of  the  Persian.  I  have  been  led  to  do  it  as  I 
know  that  some  merchants  have  been  let  in  just  as  I  describe. 
In  these  days  of  keen  competition  and  constricted  markets,  men 
are  very  anxious  to  do  business  and  fear  to  let  pass  an  oppor- 
tunity of  acquiring  an  apparently  good  paying  affair.  I  would 
beg  of  such  as  may  be  so  tempted  to  let  it  pass  if  he  cannot 
secure  the  most  material  guarantees  from  good  substantial  men. 
Summary.  It  is  very  evident  from  the  standpoint  of  English  trade  that 

Ispahan  and  its  markets  at  present  do  not  present  an  open  or 
remunerative  aspect. 

The  cotton  goods  market  is  dull,  without  any  show  of  revival. 
Woollen  goods  are  not  a  sufficiently  safe  investment  to  offer 
any  inducement  to  exporters  to  consign  here. 

Machinery  in  no  shape  or  form  commands  any  demand,  and 
the  utterly  unsatisfactory  state  of  the  roads,  together  with  the 
limited  carriage,  camels,  mules,  and  donkeys,  precludes  the  idea 
of  importing.  Outside  Tehran  the  Belgians  have  started  a  sugar 
manufactory  on  a  fairly  large  scale,  the  motive  power  being 
electricity ;  every  piece  of  machinery  had  to  be  brought  up  from 
the  sea  by  mules  or  camels,  to  do  which  all  the  various  pieces  had 
to  be  made  in  lengths  never  exceeding  120  lbs.  in  weight  each. 
There  is,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  only  one  bright  spot  in  the  whole 
of  the  Persian  trade  herein  reviewed,  and  that  is  the  export  of 
carpets.  The  market  and  demand  at  home  is  brisk  at  the 
present  time,  but  the  supply  is  and  must  be  limited,  unless 
European  enterprise  will  exploit  some  fresh  spots  such  as  I 
have  pointed  out. 


Litized  by  Google 


ISPAHAN 


13 


Eeturn  of  Imports  into  Ispahan  during  the  Years  1894-95 
and  1896-97. 


Quantity. 

Articles. 

Cases 

1894-95. 

1896-97. 

Indigo,  different  sorts  . .         . . 

1,878 

733     ' 

Cloves,  comphor,  &c    .  •         . . 

Bales.. 

282 

197 

Beer,  wine,  whisky,  Ac. 

Cases 

6,514 

9,874 

Dry  lemons 

Bales.. 

432 

960     . 

Leather 

632 

1,502 

Gall  nuts*        ..         .. 

1    -         - 

620 

570 

Medicines         

Cases 

254 

810 

Copper  and  brass 

Half  loads    . . 

5,480 

4,531 

Iron 

i>            •  • 

2,880 

1,765 

Cast  steel          

378 

234 

Zinc  and  solder 

i»            •  • 

1,330 

879 

Tea        

Cases . . 

6,479 

8,117 

Loaf  sugar 

» 

10,335 

5,556  " 

Hoist    „          

Bales.. 

20,712 

7,237  ' 

Sbiraz,  Kaahan,  and  Tabas  to- 

bacco   

Bags.. 

6,160 

3,457 

Candles 

Cases 

2,270 

2,227 

Sol  ammoniac 

Bales.. 

124 

95 

Wire 

Half  loads     .. 

340 

279 

Sulphur 

ft           •  • 

526 

680 

Paper    

Bales . . 

692 

578 

Wool 

400 

800 

Henna,  manna,  (medical) 

*>    • « 

2,058 

943 

Carpets  and  mattings 

a    • « 

680 

1,837 

Currants  and  dates 

1,088 

976 

Prints  (Indian  hand)  .. 

Cases.. 

154 

75 

Grey  T-cloths,  grey  shirtings.. 

Bales . . 

7,470 

5,796 

Turkey-red,  twills,  &c 

4,900 

2,476 

Manchester  prints 

>#    •  • 

7,430 

6,987 

Prints  imported  from  Hama- 

dan,   Tehran,  Kermanshab, 

Yezd,  &c 

2,100 
451 

1,270 

Gauze,  jtconets,  Ac 

,    •• 

375 

Thread 

1,729 

1,487 

Kawsilk           

Parcels  weigh- 

ing 78  lbs.  . . 

824 

•• 

Opium 

Pots,  39   lbs. 

each 

2,144 

382 

Lambskins        

Bales. 

•        •  • 

266 

•  • 

Tobacco,  cigars,  &c 

Cases . 

■        •• 

2,528 

2,860 

Kerosine  oil 

»>    • 

»        %•• 

8,646 

4,680 

Pepper,  yellow  wood 

»i    •< 

•  • 

1,082 

1,287 

Cinnamon        

Bales. 

,, 

284 

94 

Perfumery        

Cases. 

•  • 

512 

846 

Glassware         a 

»*    • 

•         •• 

900 

635 

Wood  for  making  combs 

Half  loads    .. 

970 

1,073 
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Eeturn  of  Exports  from  Ispahan  during  the  Years  1894-95 
and  1896-97. 


Articles. 


Different  things  in  boxes 
„  „  bales 

Linen,  prints,  Ac. 
Bags,  ropes,  string,  tape,  &c. 
Copper  .. 
Lambskins 
Uppers  of  shoes 
Soaps 

Fruits,  manna,  sweets,  < 
Almonds 
Opium 
Cotton 
Tobacco . . 
Carpets  ..        •• 
Rice 
Wine     .. 


&& 


Bales.. 

Half  loads 
Bales . . 


Boxes. . 
Bales.. 
Boxes 
Bales .  • 
Bags.. 
Bales.. 
Boxes.  • 
Cases • • 


Quantity. 


1894-96. 


17,980 

11,254 

19,182 

3,224 

7,062 

1,822 

1,542 

2,016 

1,160 

1,980 

1,674 

4,594 

23,000 


1896-97. 


7,804 

11,486 

14,726 

5,026 

1987 

1,624 
8,900 
1,226 
1,599 
2,025 
2,297 
20,000 
1,911 
9,424 
822 


Note.— A  bale,  or  box,  or  half  load,  may  be  taken  as  weighing  180  lbs. 
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Table  showing  the  Bazaar  Prices  in  Ispahan  in  November 
1895-96  and  1896-97. 


Prices. 

Articles. 

1895  96. 

1896-97. 

Kr.    sh. 

Kr.    sh. 

Beans 

Per  roan 

2      0 

2      8 

Peas 

*»             •  • 

2      8 

2      0 

Pistachios         

Per  /th  man.. 

2      5 

2     16 

Almonds 

»>          •  • 

2     10 

2     18 

Dried  peas        

Per  man 

3     10 

4       0 

Nuts 

Per  ith  man.. 

2       0 

2       4 

Melon  seeds 

ii          •  • 

2       0 

2       0 

Rice 

Per  man 

4       0 

3     10 

„    second  quality 

ii              •  • 

2     10 

2     16 

Trea:le 

2      2 

2      6 

Pat  (cooking) 

>i              •  • 

13       5 

20       0 

Cheese    .. 

6     10 

4     16 

Raisins 

19 

2      4 

2       8 

Dried  peaches  . . 

II                           •• 

6       0 

6     10 

„     apricotB 

Ii 

8      0 

9       0 

Walnuts. . 

Per  ith  man.. 

0       8 

0     10 

Curds     .. 

Per  man 

1       4 

1       8 

Butter 

H                       •  • 

11       0 

16      0 

Soap 

ii                      •  • 

7       0 

8      0 

Vinegar.. 

>»                      •• 

1       0 

1       4 

Dates 

Per  ith  man. . 

0     10 

0     10 

Melon 

Per  man 

0       8 

0     10 

Pomegranates  .. 

»i              •  • 

0     18 

1     12 

Apple9 

i»              •  • 

2       8 

2     10 

Bread 

M                           •  • 

1       5 

1       9 

Barley    ... 

II                           •  • 

0     18 

0     13 

Straw  (chopped) 

II                           •  • 

0      8 

0      3 

Charcoal.. 

it                          •  • 

2      0 

2     10 

Wood 

II                           •  • 

0      7 

0      6 

Grapes  .. 

II                           •  • 

J      o 

1      6 

Sugar,  Ispahan 

ir                  *  • 

10     10 

10      0 

„      Marseilles         ..          1 
„      Russian  ..         ..          J 

a                  •  • 

10    M 

11       4 

Moist  sugar 

ii                  •* 

8      0 

9      0 

Manna   .. 

Per  ith  man. . 

2    10 

2     10 

Eggs 

Per  hundred.. 

4      5 

3     10 

Fowls 

Each.. 

0     18 

0     13 

Meat,  mutton    . . 

Per  man 

5       0 

5     12 

„     beef 

i»             •  • 

3      6 

2     18 

Tea,  black         

Per  ith  man.. 

4       0 

5       0 

„     white 

» 

9      0 

8       0 

Milk 

Per  man 

1       0 

1     12 

Candles             

Per  packet    . . 

1       5 

1       2 

„        Ispahan 

Per  man 

8      0 

8       0 

Tobacco,  Shiraz 

n 

16       0 

22      0 

„        lapahau 

ii              •  • 

8      0 

4       0 

Grey  shirting 

Per  piece  (ac- 
cording     to 
quality     and 
dimensions) 

14  to  21  kr. 

14  to  28  kr. 

White  shirting 

ii          •  • 

21  to  27  kr. 

21ito27ikr. 

Muslin 

i» 

12  to  18  kr. 

13  to  19  kr. 

Cambric  . 

♦i          •  • 

11  to  12  kr. 

9  to  10  kr. 

Turkey-reda 

•>           •  • 

32  to  42  kr. 

,  # 

Mexicans  (48  yards) 

»i          •  • 

68       0 

27  to  88  kr. 

Burnt  bricks 

Per  thousand 

42       0 

4£      0 

{24M) 
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Table  showing  the  Bazaar  Prices  in  Ispahan  in  November, 
1895-96  and  1896-97— continued. 


Articles. 


Prices. 


Lime Per  kharvar   . 

Gatch  (plaster  of  Paris)  . .  Per  load 

Sun-dried  bricks  .  •         . .  Per  thousand 

Whiting Per  man 

Masons Per  day 

Labourer  ..         . .         ..  „ 

Apprentices      . .         ..  „ 

Carpenters        „ 


1895-96. 

1896-P7. 

Kr.    sh. 

Kr.    «b. 

15      0 

12     10 

1       1 

0     16 

6     10 

6      0 

0     19 

1       0 

2     10 

2     10 

1       7 

1       0 

1       0 

0     15 

2      0 

2     10 

LONDON : 

Printed  for  Her  Majesty's  Stationery  Office, 

Bt  HARRISON  AND  SONS, 

Printers  In  Ordinary  to  Her  Majesty. 

(1260    7  |  97— H  &  S    2434) 


Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


FOREIGN  OFFICE. 

1897. 

ANNUAL    SERIES. 


N°-     1968. 

DIPLOMATIC  AND  CONSULAR  REPORTS  ON  TRADE 

AND  FINANCE. 


PERSIA. 


REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  189G-97 


OK   TDB 


TRADE  OF  THE  CONSULAR  DISTRICT  OF  TABREEZ. 


REFERENCE  TO  PREVIOUS  REPORT,  Annual  Series  No.  1569. 


Presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  by  Command  of  Her  Majesty, 
JULY,  1897. 


LONDON: 

PRINTED  FOR  TIER  MAJESTY'S  STATIONERY  OFFICE, 

BY  HARRISON  AND  SONS,  ST.  MARTIN'S  LANE, 

PRINTERS  IN  ORDINARY  TO   HER  MAJESTY. 


And  to  be  purchased,  either  directly  or  through  any  Bookseller,  from 

EYRE  A  SPOTTISWOODE,  East  Harding  Street,  Fleet  Street,  E.C.,  and 

32,  Abingdon  Street,  Westminster,  S.W. ;  or 

JOHN  MENZIES  k  Co.,  12,  Hanover  Street,  Edinburgh,  and 

90,  West  Nile  Street,  Glasgow;  or 

HODGES,  FIGGIS,  &  Co.,  Limited,  104,  Grafton  Street,  Dublin. 


1897. 
[0.  8277—180.]  Price  One  Halfpenny. 


Digitized  by  LiOOQ IC 


New  Series  of  Reports. 


Euports  of  the  Annual  Series  have  been  issued  from  Her  Majesty's 
Diplomatic  and  Consular  Officers  at  the  following  place*,  and  may  be 
obtained  from  the  sources  indicated  on  the  title-page: — 


No. 

1848. 
1849. 
1850. 
1851. 
1852. 
1853. 
1854. 
1855. 
1856. 
1857. 
1858. 
1859. 
J  880. 
1861. 
1862. 
1863. 
1864. 
1865. 
1866. 
1867. 
1868. 
186P. 
1870. 
1871. 
1872. 
1873. 
1874. 
1875. 
1876. 
1877. 
1878. 
1879. 
1860. 
1881. 
1882. 
1883. 
1884. 
1885. 
1886. 
1887. 
1888. 
1889. 
1890. 
1891. 
1892. 
1893. 
1894. 
1895. 
1896. 
1897. 
1898. 
1899. 
1900. 
1901. 
1902. 
19u3. 
1904. 
1905. 
1906. 
1907. 


Price. 
Copenhagen  . .         ,.     2d. 

Havre  2d. 

Senycvo       . .  ..         ..      Id. 

Madrid         2d. 

LaRochelle lid. 

Chicago       4d. 

Berlin  Id. 

Cherbourg 2  id. 

Beira           ..         ••         ..Id. 
Charleston 2}d. 


Saigon 

Suakin 

Rouen 

Patraa 

Barcelona 

Amoy 


id. 

Id. 

2d. 
lid. 

2d. 
2*d. 


Trebizond Id. 


Lisbon 
Callao 

Pernambuco 
Naples 
New  Orleans 


2id. 
2d. 
6<L 

2^d. 


VeiaCruz 2id. 

Madeira       ..         ..         ..  Id. 

Jerusalem Id. 

Ningpo        Id. 

Kio  dc  Janeiro        ..          ..  2jd. 

Trieste         ..          ..          ..  Id. 

Curacoa        Id. 

Goa Id. 

Cagliari       ..         ..         ..  Id. 

Guayaquil    ..          ..          . .  Id. 

Havana        lid. 

Reykjavik  (Iceland)          . .  Id. 

Milan           lid 

Baltimore    ..         ..         ..  Id. 

Cettinje        id. 

Bilbao          2id. 

Florence lid. 

Brest lid. 

Marseilles  ..         . .         ..lid. 

Wuhu          Id. 

Chinkiang Id. 

Malaga        Id. 

Antwerp      .  <          ..         . .  id. 

Amsterdam..          ..          ..  Id. 

Galveston    ..         ..         . .  2d. 


Piraeus 
Stettin 
Martinique . 
Coruuna 
Calais 


•  •                 ..  -all. 

,.  2id. 

..  lid. 

..  2id. 

..  Id. 

Honolulu    ..         , .         ..  Id. 

Riga 2d. 

Tripoli        Id. 

Batoum  ..         ..2d. 

Lorenzo  Marques   . .          .,  2d. 

Batavia        2id. 

Corfu           lid. 

Foochow      ..         ,,         ..  l|d. 


Ho. 

1908. 

1909. 

1910. 

1911. 

1912. 

1918. 

1914. 

1915. 

1916. 

1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

1920 

1921. 

1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

1925. 

1926. 

1927. 

1928. 

1929. 

1930. 

1931. 

1932. 

1933. 

1934. 

1935. 

1936. 

1937. 

1938 

1939. 

1940. 

1941. 

1942. 

1943. 

1941. 

1945. 

1916. 

1947. 

1948. 

1949. 

1950. 

1951. 

1952. 

1953. 

1954. 

1955. 

1956. 

1957. 

1968. 

1959. 

1960. 

1961. 

11-62. 

1963. 

1964. 

1965. 

1966. 

1967. 


Price. 
Montevideo..         ..         . .   5 id. 

China  5d. 

Philadelphia  ..         ..lid. 

Rio  Grande  do  Sul   .         .  •  8i<L 

Quito  ,     Id. 

SanJosS Id. 

Dunkirk Id. 

Samoa         . .         ..         .,     Id. 

Bordeaux 2|d 

Porto  Rico lid. 

Galatz         lid. 

Christiania id. 

Copenhagen  ..         ,.     8d. 

New  York 2id. 

San  Francisco        ..  ..   3id. 

Kiukiang Id. 

Harrar        id. 

Berne  ..         ..  ..lid. 

Mannheim Id. 

Fiume         ..  %.    lid. 

Oporto        Id. 

Hangchow  ..         ..         ..     Id. 


Boston 

Tahiii 

Manila 

Caracas 

Hamburg 


2id. 

Id. 
lid. 

Id. 

3d. 


Portland 3d. 

Malaga        2i& 

Tokio          lid. 

Genoa          ..          ..          ,,  3d. 

Palermo      ..  ..         ..3d. 

Santiago  de  Cuba  ..         ..  lid. 

Noumea      ..         ..         ..  Id. 

Frankfort 3  id. 

Chungking lid. 

Ichang         ..         ..         .,  id. 

Hankow lid. 

Guatemala  ..         ..         ..lid. 

Syia Id. 

Taganrog 2d. 

Loanda        ..         ..         .,  2i«i. 

Panama 2i<L 

Shanghai 2d. 

Aleppo        lid. 

Ispahan lid. 

Tonga         Id. 

Nice id. 

Granada Id. 

Soul id. 

Cadiz          lid. 

Chinde        id. 

Stockholm 2d. 

Zanzibar id. 

Tokio          lid. 

Asuncion     ..         ..         ..lid. 

Baghdad l|d. 

Reunion      ..         ..         .,  id. 

Chefoo         2Jd. 

Newchwang           ,.         ..  14. 
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No.  1968. 

Reference  to  previous  Bcporf,  Annual  Series  No.  1569. 


PERSIA. 

TABKEEZ. 

Consid-Gencral  Wood  to  the  Marquess  of  Salisbury. 

(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  June  28, 1897.) 
My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  my  Trade  Report  for 
the  Province  of  Azerbaijan  for  the  year  1896-97. 

I  regret  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  forward  it  earlier,  but  I 
found  it  difficult  to  obtain  the  information  required  by  me  owing 
to  various  local  causes. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        CECIL  G.  WOOD. 


Rt:port  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Province  of  Azerbaijan 
for  the  Year  1896-97. 

Table  of  Contents. 

Page 

Imports 2 

Exports 3 

Exchange 4 

General  remarks 5 


From  the  following  tables  it  will  be  observed  that  in  spite  of 
the  continual  fluctuation  of  exchange,  and  even  of  the  uneasy 
state  of  affairs  which  has  more  or  less  prevailed  in  Tabreez  during 
the  past  year,  from  one  cause  or  another,  imports  show  a  decided 
increase,  although  it  is  worthy  of  remark  that  exports,  which  have 
slightly  decreased,  still  continue  to  be  in  no  fair  or  right  propor- 
tion to  the  former. 


(2445) 
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2  PERSIA. 

List  of  Imports  from  March  21,  1895,  to  March  21,  1896. 


Quantity. 

Total. 

Value. 

Description. 

From  and 

From  and 

Be  marks. 

via 

\  ia  Trebi- 

Russia. 

zond. 

Bales. 

Bales. 

Bales. 

Tunmns. 

T-eloths  and  grey  shirtings 

4 

9,784 

9,788 

500,000 

Manchester  goods 

Cotton  printed  goods        ... 

678 

9,351 

10,029 

731,500 

Manchester  g'-ods,  with 
the  exception  of  67b 
bales  Russian 

Glassware     

3,099 

2,372 

5,471 

106,0C0 

From  Austria,  Germany, 
and  Russia 

Woollen  cloths       

26 

1,450 

1.476 

300,000 

Principally  from  Austria 

Metals           

445 

846 

1291 

12.3U0 

IlusHa  and  England 

Paper 

820 

733 

1,?53 

17,400 

Russia  and  Austria 

Haberdashery 

2 

1,986 

1,988 

110,100 

Germany  and  Austria 

Matches        ...        ... 

... 

3,013 

3,013 

46,000 

Austria 

Woollen  goods        

£00 

500 

100,01 0 

From  Bradford,  England 

Linen 

"  4 

7 

11 

2,100 

England 

Tea     

85 

5,917 

5,952 

205,000 

Holland  and  India 

Silk  and  velvets      

... 

100 

160 

70,0:K) 

France  and  Germany 

Comestibles  and  liquors  ... 

1,000 

149 

1,149 

17,000 

Russia  and  trance 

Ribbons  and  laces 

114 

114 

G,500 

Gold  laces  and  thread 

'"  8 

50 

68 

10,500 

Bavaria 

Dyes ... 

223 

218 

441 

13,800 

India  and  Russia 

Tobacco 

9 

9 

600 

1 urkey 

Petroleum 

9.394 

9,394 

28,200 

Russia 

Sugar ...        , 

23,021 

""82 

23,103 

319,000 

Russia 

Candles         

233 

23 

266 

6,400 

Russia 

Drugs  and  spices    

129 

207 

336 

5,C0O 

Wooden  goods        

96 

60 

146 

1,900 

Sundries       

440 

1,245 

I,6b5 

14,000 

Total          

... 

2,6:4,100* 

♦  Equivalent  in  sterling,  524,820/. 


List  of  Imports  from  March  21,  1896,  to  Marcli  21,  1897. 


Quantity. 

Total. 

Value. 

Description. 

From  and 

From  and 

Remarks. 

via 

via 

Russia. 

Turkey. 

Bales. 

Bales. 

Bales. 

Tuman*. 

T-cloths  and  grey  Bhirting 

12 

9,720 

9,732 

497,200 

Manchester  goods 

Printed  cottons      

1,572 

9,080 

10,652 

825,0ld 

Manchester  goods,  *  itlt 
exception  of  1,572  bales 

Russian  manufacture 

Glassware 

2,671 

1,495 

4,166 

85,000 

Austria,  Germany,  and 
Russia 

Woollen  cloths       

82 

1,963 

2,045 

400,000 

Austria 

Metals          

6.5 

182 

707 

8,000 

Russia  and  England 

Paper 

1,053 

783 

1,836 

20.C00 

Russia  and  Austria 

Haberdashery         

4 

1,937 

1,941 

112,010 

Germany  and  Austria 

Matches 

4,V58 

4,258 

62.000 

Austria 

Woollen  goods        

610 

510 

102,000 

Bradford,  England 

Linen...        

'"  2 

1 

8 

1,200 

Tea     

383 

P,f69 

8,452 

350,000 

Hollnnd  and  India 

Silk  and  velvets      

288 

288 

uo,oco 

France  and  Germany 

Comestibles  and  liquors  ... 

1,196 

206 

1,402 

21,(00 

France  and  Russia 

Ribbons  and  laces 

4 

727 

731 

45,(00 

Gold  thread  and  laces 

4 

67 

71 

15,000 

Itnvaria 

Dyes   ... 

150 

131 

281 

7,500 

India  and  Russia 

Tobacco         

8 

6 

13 

I.2C0 

Turkey 

Petroleum 

11,771 

11,771 

36,500 

Russia 

Sugar 

36,672 

220 

35,892 

600,000 

Russia 

Candles         

305 

22 

327 

7,000 

Drugs  and  spices 

38 

265 

303 

4,600 

Wooden  goods        

100 

88 

188 

2,600 

Sundries       

445 

745 

1,190 

12,000 
3,244,600* 

Total         

... 

... 

... 

*  Equivalent  in  sterling,  648,920/. 
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TABREE2.  3 

List  of  Exports  from  March  21,  1895,  to  March  21,  1896. 


Quantity. 

Total. 

Description. 

Value. 

Via 

Via 

Russia. 

Turkey. 

Bales. 

Bales. 

Bales. 

Tumans. 

Cotton  goods  (native  make)   . . 

483 

26 

509 

30,200 

Raisins 

87,367 

1,184 

38,551 

128,000 

Almonds 

9,642 

36 

9,678 

190,000 

Leather  and  skins 

1,521 

99 

1,620 

58,100 

Tombaku          ..         . .     ■    .. 

456 

469 

925 

10,100 

Carpets 

1,295 

4,027 

5,822 

580,000 

Colonials 

1,U9 

27 

1,216 

17,000 

Herbs  and  orpiment 

88 

11 

99 

2,000 

Seeds     ..         ..         .. 

57 

14 

71 

600 

Tobacco. . 

189 

, , 

189 

41,000 

Tea 

556 

. . 

556 

15,000 

Cotton  prints 

98 

98 

4,300 

Gall  nuts 

82 

, . 

*2 

3,000 

Opium  .. 

Wool  and  cotton          . . 

,. 

48 

48 

8,500 

1 

189 

140 

4,000 

Silketuffij         

8 

, . 

8 

2,000 

Dyes 

74 

27 

101 

2,000 

Kerman  shawls 

2 

59S 

600 

15^,000 

Rice 

6 

40 

46 

200 

Silk  and  waste  silk 

. , 

26 

26 

5,000 

Wooden  wares 

212 

97 

809 

9,500 

Comestibles  and  liquors 

496 

4 

500 

4,500 

Ribbons  and  thread 

14 

. , 

14 

100 

Beeswax           

52 

, , 

52 

1,000 

Sundries           ..         .. 

429 

109 

528 

17,500 

Total 

•• 

•• 

•• 

1,283,600* 

•  Equivalent  in  fcterling,  256,720?. 
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4  PERSIA. 

List  of  Exports  from  March  21,  1896,  to  March  21, 1897. 


Quantity. 

TotaL 

Description. 

Value. 

via 

Via 

Russia. 

Turkey. 

Bales. 

Balea 

Bales. 

Tumans. 

Cotton  goods  (native  make)   . . 

457 

42 

499 

28,600 

Raisins 

40,679 

371 

40,950 

150,000 

Almonds 

5,060 

8 

5,068 

100,000 

Leather  and  skins 

1,530 

220 

1,750 

60,000 

Tombaku 

336 

21 

857 

4,500 

Carpets 

858 

4,202 

5,060 

510,000 

Colonials          

1,324 

16 

1,340 

20,000 

Herbs  and  orpiment 

299 

1 

300 

4,800 

Seeds 

39 

89 

800 

Tobacco 

123 

, , 

123 

3,800 

Tar        

133 

4 

137 

1,000 

Tea       

862 

, . 

862 

27,000 

Cotton  prints 

40 

.. 

40 

2,500 

Gall  nuts          

22 

22 

750 

Opium 

2 

24 

26 

6,200 

Silk  stuffs        

50 

2 

52 

46,000 

Dyes 

56 

44 

100 

2,000 

Herman  shawls.  • 

8 

555 

.      563 

140,000 

Wooden  wares 

19 

34 

53 

1,800 

Comestibles  and  liquors 

!           169 

7 

176 

1,700 

Ribbons  and  thread 

73 

73 

6,500 

Wax 

56 

, . 

66 

1,800 

Sundries          

414 

212 

626 

20,500 

Total 

i 
1 

«• 

•• 

1,137,650# 

*  Equivalent  in  sterling,  at  50  krans,  227,530/. 


Exchange. 


Customhouse. 


Exchange  to-day,  June  4,  is  as  follows : — 


1/.  sterling 
Three  rouble  notes 
New  imperials  . . 
Old         „         .. 
Turkish  liras     .. 


Krans. 
50* 
16 

m 

4H 
46 


The  value  of  1/.  sterling,  as  will  be  seen  from  uiy  last  report, 
has  fallen  somewhat  from  the  point  it  had  then  reached,  but  it 
has  only  been  wavering  since  between  48  and  50  krans. 

The  administration  of  the  customs  in  Azerbaijan  having 
changed  hands  during  the  last  year,  the  central  authority  seized 
the  opportunity  to  make  better  terras  for  itself  with  the  newly 
appointed  chief  administrator,  and  it  now  receives  250,000  tumans 
from  the  estimated  income  of  500,000  tumans,  instead  of  the 
180,000  tumans  (34,288/.)  paid  to  it  in  the  past. 

The  amount  cleared  by  the  customs  contractor  over  and 
above  the  salaries  of  agents  and  employes,  and  notwithstanding 
the  repeal  by  the  late  Shah,  on  the  occasion  of  his  approaching 
jubilee,  of  the  slaughter-house  dues,  is  still  enormous. 
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TABREEZ. 


The  total  contributions  during  the  past  year  to  the  customs  of 
Tabreez  of  the  outlying  districts  are  as  follows  :— 

Amount. 


Turning. 

Urmi           18,000 

Ardabil        60,000 

Soujboulak 16,000 

Maragh  i  and  Bcn.il>          11,000 

Julfa(Arax)            14,000 

Khudapery 4,000 

Mianeh        400 


The  prices  of  the  prime  necessaries  of  life  have  increased  by  General 
bounds  since  my  last  report,  and  at  the  death  of  the  late  Shah, remarks* 
the  lower  classes  in  Tabreez  were  at  starvation  point.  The  severe 
winters  of  1895-96  and  1896-97,  and  the  impracticable  state,  for 
months,  of  the  tracks  leading  to  Tabreez  being  the  first  cause  of  the 
scarcity  of  flour,  charcoal,  and  other  provisions;  the  impudent 
retention  of  stores  of  grain  by  merchants  and  the  wealthier 
classes,  the  second.  In  any  other  country,  energetic  action  would 
have  been  taken  by  the  authorities  in  order  to  save  the  poorer 
classes,  the  backbone,  here,  as  elsewhere,  of  the  country,  but  in 
Azerbaijan,  and  one  may  say  in  Persia  in  general,  these  are  of  no 
consideration.  They  are  merely  the  layers  of  the  golden  eggs, 
and  are  being  quietly  but  surely  forced  towards  the  doom  of  the 
classic  bird.  Their  wants  are  few,  a  little  "  sangak,"  native  bread, 
and  a  bit  of  cheese  will  satisfy  them,  but  their  power  to  procure 
these  must  be  decreasing  day  by  day.  Yet  their  masters  seem  to 
have  no  thought  for  what  must  occur  when  even  these  absolute 
necessaries  will  be  beyond  their  reach. 
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REFERENCE   TO   PREVIOUS   REPORT,   Annual  Series  Nc.  1714. 
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New  Series  of  Reports. 


;  o. 

174fi. 
1747. 
1748. 
1749. 
1750. 
1751. 
1752. 
1753. 
1754. 
1755. 
1756. 
1757. 
1758. 
1759. 
1760. 
1761. 
1762. 
1763. 
1764. 
1765. 
1766. 
1767. 
1768. 
1769. 
1770. 
1771. 
1772. 
1773. 
1774. 
1775. 
1776. 
1777. 
1778. 
1779. 
1780. 
1781. 
1782. 
1783. 
1784. 
1785. 
178ti. 
1787. 
1788. 
1789. 
1790. 
1791. 
1792. 
1793 
1794. 
1795. 
1706. 
1797. 
1798. 
1799. 
1800. 
1801. 
1802. 
1803. 
1804. 
1805. 


Price*. 

Berlin          . .          ..          ..  »d. 

Kio  de  Janeiro         ..          ..  51d. 

Porto  Kico lid. 

Montevideo..          ..          ..  lid* 

San  Francisco         ..          ..  3d. 

Cayenne       ..          ..          ..  id. 

Frankfort 3d. 


Reports  of  the  Annual  Series  hrve  been  issued  from  ller  Majesty's 
Diplomatic  and  Consular  Officers  at  the  following  places,  and  may  be 
obtained  from  the  sources  indicated  on  the  title-page: — 

Price. 

Antwerp      ..          ..         . .  lid. 

Ajuccio        ..         ..         ..lid 

Stettin          Sd. 

Alepno        ..          ..          ..  Id. 

Tangier 2£d. 

Tqkio          Sid. 

Madeira       . .         ..         ••  id. 

Vera  Cruz  ..         ..         ••  Id. 

Oporto        ..         ..         ..  Id. 

Hamburg    ..         ..         . .  lid. 

Now  Orleans          ..         ..  lid. 

Bengasi id. 

Marmagao  ..         ..         ..  id. 

Gothenburg..          . .          ..  2d. 

Dnr-al-Baida           ..          ..  3d. 

Kizeroum    ..         ..         ..  jd. 

Munich 2id. 

Samoa         ..         ..         ••  id. 

Chinkiang  ..         ..         ..  Id. 

Jcddah        Id. 

Sofia            lid. 

Mexico        ..         ..         ..  2d. 

Tencriffe 8id. 

Uatoum       ..         ..         ••  Id. 

Cadiz           Id. 

Martinique . .          . .          . .  Id. 


Sid. 

Id. 

3d. 

Id. 
lid. 


Malaga 

S:*.ul 

Copanhagen. . 

Nice . . 

Lisbon 

Nagasaki     . .         . .  . .      Id. 

Hamburg     . .  . .  . .    2.jd. 

Mozambique  ..         ..      2d. 

Cettinjo       ..  .*  ..    l.}d. 

The  Hague lid. 

Ccphalonia  . .  . .  . .      Id. 

Bahia  Id. 

Zanzibar      ..  ..         ..lid. 


Pa  k  hoi 

New  York 

Chefoo 

Caru<;as 

Palermo 

Monibasa 

Nice . . 


Id. 
,  2d. 
,  Id. 
,  id. 
Hid. 
.  .  'd. 
lid. 


Bucharest    ..         ..         . .  4  id. 

Port  Said lid. 

Galatz          lid. 

Madrid        2d. 

Vienna        ..          ..          ..  2d. 

Canton         Id. 

Yokohama lid. 

Newchwang..          . .         ..  Id. 

Wuhu          Id. 

Athens         . .          .  •         . .  2d. 

Tonga          ..          ..         ..  id. 

Smyrna        . .         . .          . .  id. 

Baghd-id Id. 

Hiogo  and  Osaka   ..         . .  4  id. 

Bangkok Id. 

Odessa         2d. 

Naples         ..         ..         ..2d. 

Bey rout       ••         ..         ..  Id. 

Tunis            lid. 

Kiukiang     ..         ..         . .  8d. 

Bangkok      . .          . .         . .  Id. 

Rio  Grande  do  Sol..         ..  Id. 

Valparaiso 4d. 

Brindtei 2id. 

Bushire 2d. 

Christian*!*  ..         . .         ..  5id. 


Cadiz 
Meshed        .  • 
St.  Petersburg 
Batoum 
Peking 
Samos 


2d. 
2id. 
4  id. 

Id. 

3d. 

id. 


Dantzig       ..         ••         ..     2d. 


No 

1806. 

1807. 

1808. 

1809. 

1810. 

1811. 

1812. 

1813. 

1814. 

1815. 

1816. 

1817. 

1818. 

1819. 

1820. 

1821. 

1822. 

1823. 

1824. 

1825. 

1826. 

1827. 

1823. 

1829. 

1830. 

1831. 

1S32. 

1833. 

1834. 

1835. 

1836. 

1837. 

18S8. 

1839. 

1840. 

1841. 

1842. 

1843, 

1844. 

1845. 

1846. 

1847. 

1848. 

1849. 

I860. 

1851. 

1S52. 

1853. 

1854. 

1855. 

1856. 

1857. 

1858. 

1859. 

1860. 

1861. 

1862. 

1863. 

1864. 

1865. 


Odessa         ..         ..         ..  Id. 

Ghilan        Id. 

Old  Calabar           ..         ..  6id. 

Tamsui       . .         ..          ..  Id. 

Copenhagen           . .          . .  id. 

Salcnica      ••         . .         ..lid. 

Honolulu    ..         ..         ..  id. 

Buenos  Ay  res        . .         . .  2d. 

Para Id. 

Bolivia        2d. 

Washington           ..         ••  3d. 

Berlin          2d. 

Uganda       ..          ..          ..  Id. 

Belgiadc     . .         ..         .-  l£d. 

Dakar         id. 

Florence lid. 

Copenhagen           ••         .  •  2d. 

Havre         2d. 

Serajcvo      ..         . .         ..  Id. 

Madrid        2d. 

La  Rochelle  t.         ..lid. 

Chicago       ..         ..          ..  4d. 

Berlin         Id. 

Cherbourg  ..         ••         ..  2id. 

Bcira           Id. 

Charleston 2id. 

Saigon        4d. 

Suakin        ..         ..         .  •  Id. 

Rouen         . .         ..         . .  2d. 

Patras         lid. 

Barcelona 2d. 

Amoy         2id. 

Trebizond Id. 

Lisbon        ••         ••         ••  2Jd. 
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Reference  to  previous  Report,  Annual  Serm  No.  1714. 


PERU. 

CALLAO. 

Consul  St.  John  to  the  Marquess  of  Salisbury. 
(Received  at  Forefga  Office,  March  30,  1897.) 

My  I/jrd,  T~X.; 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  a  General 
Report  upon  Peru  for  the  year  1396. 

T  nave  &c 
^Signed)      'ALFRED  ST.  JOHN. 

General  Report  on  Peru  for  the  Year  1896. 
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Financial 
condition. 


Iuternal 
debt. 


Z  PERU. 

The  National  balance  sheet,  which  was  laid  before  Congress 
in  August,  1896,  by  the  Minster  of  Finance,  shows  that  the 
revenue  during  1895  amounted  to  8,598,178  soles,  and  the 
expenditure  to  8,004,316  %oles.* 

The  surplus,  amounting  to  593,862  soles,  is,  of  course, 
illusory,  as  several  services  are  not  attended  to.  For  instance, 
the  amort  isntion  of  the  internal  debt,  the  payment  of  the  annuity 
due  to  the  Peruvian  Corporation,  and  of  other  recognised  claims 
on  the  Treasury.  However,  the  present  Administration  deserve 
great  praise  for  the  efforts  they  are  making  with  the  object  of 
restoring  the  credit  of  Peru.  A  notable  improvement  in  the 
financial  condition  of  the  country  has  certainly  taken  place 
during  the  last  18  months. 

The  revenue  is  mostly  derived  from  customs  and  taxes  on 
alcohol,  tobacco,  opium,  and  stamps. 

The  customs  duties  collected  in  1894  amounted  to  3,596,005 
soles,  and  in  1895  to  4,473,505  soles.  It  was  estimated  by  the 
Minister  of  Finance  that  they  would  produce  about  6,000,000 
soles  during  1896.  It  is  satisfactory  to  observe  the  gradual 
increase  of  this  branch  of  the  National  income. 

The  collection  of  the  dues  on  alcohol,  opium,  tobacco,  and 
stamps  has  been  farmed  out  to  a  company  created  by  the 
Government.  It  has  a  nominal  capital  of  1,000,000  soles,, 
divided  into  10,000  shares  of  100  soles  each.  These  shares  were 
apportioned  to  the  several  departments,  and  eagerly  subscribed 
for.  The  Government  are  paid  126,734  soles  per  month,  and, 
moreover,  arc  entitled  to  half  the  profits.  Notwithstanding  that 
under  this  arrangement  the  Government  have  the  lion's  share, 
the  amount  collected  has  been  such  as  to  enable  the  directors  to 
pay  a  quarterly  dividend  of  9  soles  5  c.  per  share  of  100  soles, 
of  which  45  per  cent,  only  was  paid  up.  This  contract  has  been 
in  force  for  10  months,  and  is  to  be  rescinded  at  the  end  of  two* 
years,  to  be  reckoned  from  the  date  of  its  signature.  It  i& 
probable  that  the  Government  will  then  exact  still  further 
advantages.  In  making  a  new  arrangement  a  portion  of  these 
extraordinary  profits  might  be  set  apart  for  the  gradual  extinction 
of  the  just  claims  of  the  Peruvian  Corporation. 

In  the  year  1889  a  Law  authorising  the  consolidation  of  all 
internal  obligations  was  promulgated.  For  this  purpose  Congress- 
sanctioned  the  issue  of  40,000,000  soles  in  bonds,  bearing  interest 
at  the  rate  of  1  per  cent,  per  annum,  of  which  36,174,150  soles 
were  issued.  It  is  probable  that  the  balance  will  be  issued  yetr 
as  there  are  still  many  outstanding  claims  which  come  within  the 
purview  of  the  Law  of  1889.  The.  total  amount  of  the  amortisa- 
tion up  to  date  is  9,416,000  soles;  however,  owing  to  the  low 
rate  of  interest,  this  paper  was  never  worth  much.  It  ha* 
fluctuated  between  7  and  3£  per  cent.  The  amortisation  and 
service  were  suspended  during  the  late  civil  war.  The  payment 
of  interest  has  been  resumed,  but,  as  stated  at  the  beginning  of 
this  report,  the  redemption,  which  amounts  to  240,000  soles  pec 
annum,  is  still  unattended  to. 

*  1  sole  =  2*.  about 
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CALLAO. 


Peru  is  the  only  Republic  in  Central  and  South  America  Currency, 
which  has  no  paper  currency.  Since  the  depreciation  of  paper 
money  of  various  denominations  issued  by  the  State  itself  and  by 
banks  with  the  guarantee  of  the  Government,  before  and  during 
the  war  with  Chile — which  -depreciation  culminated  in  the  total 
repudiation  of  the  paper-  money — no  attempt  has  been  made  to 
raise  funds  by  such  devices.  When  the  repudiation  took  place  in 
1887,  notes  amcunting  to  nearly  78,000,000  soles  were  in  the 
hands  of  the  public.  However,  the  lack  of  a  circulating  medium 
of  this  nature  is  very  inconvenient.  Were  it  possible  to  establish 
a  paper  currency  on  a  perfectly  sound  basis  it  would  greatly 
facilitate  internal  commercial  transactions ;  but  at  present  there 
is  no  prospect  of  arriving  at  such  a  desideratum. 

The  Peruvian  metallic  unit  is  the  sol,  or  silver  dollar.  It  is 
a  well-finished  coin,  '900  fine,  which  is  highly  appreciated  by  the 
Central  American  Republics,  to  which  countries  large  quantities 
are  exported. 

The  following  amounts  were  minted  at  Lima  from  1885  to 
1895  :— 


Year. 


Quantity. 


Soles. 

1885  1,760,000 

1886  •  592,065 

1887  2,685,859 

1888  1  8,258,000 

1889  '  2,875,000 

1890  !  2,583,458 

1891  3,158,410 

1892  2,327,453 

1893  i  1,980,888 

1894  1  4,857,858 

1895  |  4,284,378 


Fractional 
Money. 


103,659 
16,387 
48,810 
15,856 
2,294 
89,989 


The  particulars  contained  in  the  following  tables,  which  show  Imports  and 
the  value  of  the  imports  into  and  exports  from  Peru  from  1891  exports, 
to  1894,  both  inclusive,  calculated  at  the  official  rates  of  valua- 
tion, are  taken  from  the  u  Economist,"  a  Peruvian  financial 
paper,  which  has  obtained  the  data  for  1893  and  1894  from 
private  sources.  If  the  figures  given  for  1893  and  1894  be 
accurate,  the  great  diminution  in  the  trade  of  the  country  during 
those  years  must  be  attributed  to  the  silver  crisis  and  the  civil 
war  which  broke  out  in  1894.  The  newspaper  in  question 
estimates  the  exports  from  Peru  for  1895  and  1896  at  17,000,000 
soles  an£  19,000,000  soles  respectively  : — 


(2333) 


Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


1'EIU'. 
Imports. 


From — 


Great  Britain  .. 
Germany 
Chile     \. 
France  ..         ., 
United  State*   .. 
Italy      .. 
Brazil 
Belgium 
China 
Ecuador. . 
Spain 
Australia 
India 
Uruguay 
Argentine 
Other  countries 

Total     . . 


1891. 


Soles. 

6,289,386 

2,865,760 

2,497,000 

1,576,587 

1,323,876 

445,624 

440,880 

468,971 

539,278 

92,799 

109,612 

49,801 

48,782 

217 

2,171 

250,600 


17,001,389 


Value. 


1892. 


189:5 


1894. 


Soles. 

Soke. 

Soles. 

5,893,204 

4,350.972 

4,115,213 

2,642,484 

1,957,938 

1,800.105 

2,883.000 

1,470,450 

1,470,820 

1,389,398 

1,033,356 

1,028,803 

1,124,905    . 

837,562 

802,106 

413,232 

293,691 

298,352 

443,152 

483,820 

485,139 

687,988 

489,485 

411,522 

447,677 

326,322 

808,'649 

86,476 

54,389 

67,612 

89,508 

54,387 

61,728 

143,892 

108,774 

92,592 

248,452 

217,548 

102,880 

1,711 

.. 

94,900 

895 

6,526 

3,096 

826,581 

50,049 

601,119 

16,322,055 

11,735,269 

11,743,686 

Exports. 


To- 

Va 
1891.       j        1892. 

ue. 

1893.        ;         1894. 

Great  Britain 

Chile 

Germany 
Columbia 
France  .. 

Ecuador 

Central  America 
United  States  .. 

Br*«l 

Italy 

Belgium 
Uruguay 
Argentine 
Other  countries 

Soles. 

5,811,973 

5,207,090 

1,111,454 

706,340 

534,235 

813,979 

686,400 

278,016 

269,415 

3,668 

26,474 

340 

1,315 

1,206,464 

Soles. 

10,601,866 

2,551,000 

1,282,762 

1,589,579 

580,449 

502,274 

257,280 

1,029,284 

808,716 

55,620 

272 

28,646 

1,286,879 

19,969,127 

Soles. 

9,425,900 

3,402,549 

1,028,280 

1,371,040 

531,278 

514,140 

250,070 

908,814 

885,636 

47,986 

171 

1,269,281 

Soles. 

6,660,000 

3,537,930 

768,000 

840,000 

872,660 

360,000 

120,000 

1,014,000 

869,099 

89,606 

688,400 

Total     . . 

16,657,148 

19,084,645 

14,758,635 

Condition  of 


Inasmuch  as  the  latest  official  and   detailed  statistics  as  to 


British  trade,  imports  and  exports  which  have  been  published  by  the  Peruvian 
Government  are  for  the  year  1892,  comparisons  of  any  kind 
cannot  be  made ;  but  notwithstanding  the  want  of  official  data 
on  this  head,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  British  trade 
still  occupies  the  foremost  rank,  and  that  its  prospects  are  fair. 
However,  the  efforts  made  by  foreign  competitors  to  assail  thia 
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position  are  so  persistent  that  British  manufacturers  would  do 
well  to  pay  the  greatest  attention  to  the  requirements  of  the 
local  market  if  they  wish  to  maintain  their  preponderance.  Some 
of  the  manufactured  goods  from  Great  Britain  which  other 
nations  cannot  easily  compete  with  arc  woollen  baizes  from 
Halifax,  white  and  grey  cottons,  prints,  and  carpets.  Some 
20  years  ago  efforts  were  made  to  introduce  a  Herman  imitation 
of  Halifax  baizes,  but  it  never  took  well.  The  United  States 
furnish  a  grey  cotton  of  excellent  quality,  but  too  expensive  to 
sell  freely.  The  German  houses  themselves  import  cotton  and 
woollen  goods  from  England.  Sugar  machinery  and  steam 
ploughs  for  sugar-cane  fields  are  chiefly  of  British  manufacture  ;. 
mining  machinery  comes  also  principally  from  England,  par- 
ticularly heavy  pumping  plants,  which  serve  for  nny  kind  of  deep 
mining,  but  certain  articles  which  are  used  exclusively  for  silver 
mining  are  purchased  by  some  miners  in  Germany  and  in  the 
United  State*,  both  of  which  countries,  having  similar  industries, 
are  supposed  to  know  best  from  experience  what  is  required. 

Dynamite  is  also  principally  of  British  manufacture,  but  both- 
American  and  German  makers  are  now  pushing  their  production 
into  competition.  German  and  French  manufacturers  compete 
very  successfully  with  British  manufacturers  of  light,  portable 
railway  plant,  although  their  make  is  said  to  be  not  so  durable. 
Saw-mill  machinery  is  imported  from  the  United  States,  but  the 
demand  for  it  is  very  limited.  In  the  tool  trade,  British  makers 
are  losing  ground  fast.  Boring,  carpenters*  and  builders5  tools 
are  now  imported  from  the  United  States  in  much  larger 
quantities  than  was  the  case  formerly.  Merchants  in  Peru  prefer 
applying  to  the  United  States  for  these  articles  on  account  of 
neatness  of  make,  cheapness  and  mode  of  packing.  Hand- 
ploughs  are  also  imported  from  the  United  States,  as  it  appears 
that  the  British  manufacturer  is  either  unable  or  unwilling  to 
make  the  kind  of  plough  which  is  in  demand  in  this  country. 
Steel  sheets  of  inferior  quality,  but  which  answer  the  purpose 
for  which  they  are  required,  are  now  imported  from  the  United 
States  at  a  lower  price  than  is  paid  for  iron  sheets  from  England. 
Door  locks  are  an  important  article,  but  English  locks  sent  to 
this  country  are  said  to  be  old-fashioned  and  dearer  than  Ameri- 
can, German  and  French  locks  of  the  same  pattern.  The  Ameri- 
can lock  appears  to  be  wdl  finished,  at  all  events  it  is  well 
varnished,  whilst  the  English  article  has  certainly  a  most 
wretched  appearance. 

It  has  already  been  mentioned  that  the  mode  of  packing  ia  a 
matter  to  which  importance  is  attached.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
whatever  that  tools  and  hardware  imported  into  Peru  from  the 
United  States  and  Germany  are  better  packed  than  English  goods^ 
It  would  seem  an  easy  matter  to  bestow,  more  care  upon  such 
trifling  details,  if  it  be  true  that  the  success  or  loss  of  a  particu^ 
lar  trade  may  often  turn  on  an  immaterial  circumstance. 

English  beers  are  seldom  imported  now,  as  they  are  too  strong 
and  cost  much  more  than  the  light  German  and  Norwegian  beera> 
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which  are  so  greatly  in  demand  in  Peru.  Thirty  years  ago  large 
consignments  of  Base',  Alsops1,  and  Tennant's  ales  were  imported 
and  no  German  beers  were  imported.  Now  it  is  the  contrary. 
No  English  ales  are  imported  in  any  quantity.  Dublin  and 
London  stout  comes  in,  but  the  orders  are  insignificant.  It  is 
certainly  remarkable  that  British  brewers  cannot  produce  the 
kind  of  beer  which  is  wanted  in  South  America  by  those  who  do 
not  object  to  pay  a  high  price  for  foreign  beer. 

The  sugar  and  rice  bags  which  formerly  came  from  Great 
Britain  in  large  quantities,  are  gradually  disappearing  from  the 
Peruvian  market.  They  are  being  replaced  by  the  Calcutta  bags 
which  are  sold  at  about  Id.  cheaper. 

Dundee  bags  are  still  imported  owing  to  their  superior  quality, 
but  the  day  is  not  distant  when  they  also  will  disappear  from 
this  market. 

All  the  railways  in  the  country  being  now  in  British  hands,  it 
is  to  be  supposed  that  most  of  the  orders  for  rails  and  rolling 
stock,  or  the  materials  wherewith  it  is  made  in  the  workshops 
here,  go  to  Great  Britain.  The  greater  part  of  the  sleepers  has 
hitherto  come  frcm  Chile,  but  they  do  not  give  satisfaction. 
Ui:der  the  circumstances  British  Columbia  might  endeavour  to 
secure  the  exclusive  market  for  them. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  useful  to  point  out  that  all  machinery 
imported  for  agricultural  or  mining  purposes,  or  for  factories, 
foundries,  and  such-like  industries,  is  free  of  duty.  It  would  be 
more  correct  to  say  that  "  machines "  are  free,  rather  than 
"  machinery,"  for  the  wording  of  the  tariff  is  "maquinas,"  not 
"  maquinaria " ;  and  to  be  exempt  from  duty  they  must  be 
imported  entire  (though  not  necessarily  pieced  together)  as 
separate  parts  of  machines  when  imported  alone  are  liable  to 
import  duty. 

It  has  not  infrequently  been  asserted  here  that  orders  sent  to 
Great  Britain  were  not  executed,  on  the  ground  that  the  patterns 
of  the  goods  were  somewhat  unusual,  but  that  makers  of  other 
countries  readily  executed  these  rejected  orders  and  thus  secured 
the  market  for  the  articles  in  question.  It  is  possible  that  the 
orders  above  referred  to  were  not  considered  of  sufficient  import- 
ance to  warrant  a  departure  from  established  lines  of  manufacture, 
but  the  trite  complaint  that  the  taste  and  wants  of  foreign  con- 
sumers are  made  light  of  by  the  British  manufacturer  should  be 
remembered. 
Commerdal  As  fewer  price  lists  and  catalogues  are  now  received,  it  is  to 

ttraTdlen  ani  be  hoped  that  the  uselessncss  of  sending  them  broadcast  without 
,i^!J^ogoe  making  previous  enquiries  as  to  the  nature  of  the  business  of  the 
persons  to  whom  they  are  addressed,  which  is  often  the  case,  has 
at  last  been  discovered.  The  only  way  to  push  trade  is  by 
employing  a  certain  class  of  commercial  traveller?,  who  should  be 
men  of  engaging  manners,  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
language  of  the  country  and  the  local  market,  by  frequent  visits 
or  a  lengthened  residence.  These  are  the  pioneers  likely  to  be 
successful.     The  traveller  who  merely  pays  a  flying  visit,  shower- 
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ing  encomia  on  his  own  wares,  is  looked  upon  with  suspicion  by 
merchants  of  high  standing.  This  man  usually  presses  his  goods 
on  the  small  trader,  even  if  the  latter  does  not  want  them,  but, 
of  course,  if  they  are  unduly  pressed  upon  him,  he  will  condescend 
to  receive  the  goods  with  a  mental  reservation  that  he  will  pay  if 
he  can.  Numberless  and  heavy  losses  have  been  incurred 
through  the  eagerness  of  such  imprudent  representatives  who 
want  to  fill  their  order  books,  no  matter  how  great  the  risk 
may  be. 

Sugar  is  the  chief  product  of  Peru,  but  the  production  has  Sugar. 
ceased  to  have  the  great  importance  it  had  formerly.  The  most 
prosperous  period  was  from  1873  to  1878,  when  the  annual  pro- 
duction was  about  100,000  tons,  worth  over  2,000,000/.  Sugar- 
cane  is  cultivated  on  the  coast  of  Peru  from  lat.  3°  to  lat.  18°. 
In  almost  all  the  valleys  comprised  within  that  zone  cane-fields 
are  met  with.  According  to  a  good  authority,  the  total  yield  in 
1894  of  the  sugar  producing  departments  was  as  follows: — 


Department  of— 


Tons. 
Puira  300 


Quantity. 


Lambayeque 

Libertad 

Aneaeha 

Lima 

lea   .. 

Areqnipa 


10,000 

28,750 

4,200 

31,000 

*,700 

1,400 


Tacna  ,  250 


Total 72,600 


The  actual  superficies  under  cultivation  is  computed  at  about 
90,000  acres,  but  if  the  grazing  grounds  and  other  lands  belong- 
ing to  the  estates  be  taken  into  consideration  it  is  estimated  that 
the  total  area  devoted  to  the  sugar  industry  is  twice  as  large. 
There  are  62  sugar  mills  and  21  employed  in  the  manufacture  of 
concrete  and  chancaca.  Several  foreign  sugar  estates  companies 
have  been  formed.  These  are  not  regarded  with  favour, 
on  the  ground  that  they  absorb  an  industry  which  bitherto 
was  almost  exclusively  in  the  hands  of  the  Peruvians,  but, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  many  an  estate  has  been  saved  from  utter 
ruin  by  being  taken  in  hand  by  these  companies.  The  most 
important  are  those  denominated  Cartavio,  in  the  valley 
of  Chicama  near  Trujillo ;  the  Peruvian  Sugar  Estates  Company 
near  Chimbote,  both  of  which  are  registered  in  London ;  Casa 
Grande,  a  German  company,  and  Roma,  an  Italian  undertaking, 
which  are  also  situated  in  the  Valley  of  Chicama.  The  whole 
amount  of  capital  invested  in  the  sugar  industry  including  lands, 
machinery,  and  worming  capital  is  estimated  at  about  3,500,000/. 
The  number  of  labourers  and  others  engaged  in  this  industry  is 
said  to  be  24,000.  In  the  central  region  of  Peru  sugar-cane  is 
grown  in  some  of  the  deep  and  hot  ravines,  but  the  production  is 
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limited  to  the  requirements  of  the  local  market,  which  are 
necessarily  small.  In  the  interior  prices  vary  greatly.  On  the 
coast,  a  quintal  of  sugar  is  worth  only  10s.,  but  in  Huanuco  it  is 
sold  for  1/.,  in  Ayacucho  for  2/.,  and  in  Cuzco  for  as  much  as 
21.  10$.  The  area  under  cultivation  is  small ;  the  labourers  are 
predial  Indians,  who  are  paid  in  kind,  that  is  to  say,  in  coca  and, 
spirits.     Free  labourers  receive  about  40  c.  a  day. 

The  total  annual  yield  of  the  region  is  estimated  at  about 
1,730  tons,  much  of  which  is  used  for  the  distillation  of  raw 
spirits. 

In  the  tropical  or  eastern  region  small  patches  of  sugar-cane 
are  found  in  many  parts  of  those  boundless  territories,  but  owing 
to  the  sparse  population  living  there  and  the  impossibility  of  dis- 
posing of  the  product,  ihe  yield  is  insignificant.  It  is  estimated 
at  about  360  tons.  Therefore,  the  total  production  of  Peru  may 
be  stated  as  follows  : — 


Quantity. 

Coast  region 

Central  region        

Tropieal  region 

Tons. 

72,600 

1,730 

360 

Total 

74,690 

From  a  report  received  from  Mr.  Dalmau,  Acting  British 
Vice-Consul  at  Salaverry,  it  appears  that  the  production  in  1895 
of  the  famous  valleys  of  Chicama  and  Santa  Catalina,  was  as 
follows : — 


Articles. ' 

Quantity. 

Sagar 

i            Tons. 
27,084 

Concrete 

!             1,532 

i 

Mr.  Dalmau  estimated  the 

production  for  1890  at — 

Article?.  i        Quantity. 


Sugar 
Concrete 


Tons. 

30,000 

2,000 


Three  conditions  are  required  to  improve  the  sugar  industry 
of  Peru :  better  machinery,  and  therefore  a  larger  capital,  more 
scientific  methods,  and  a  larger  supply  of  labour.  Both  the 
Chinese  and  negro  labourers  are  gradually  becoming  extinct,  and 
are  difficult  to  replace  inasmuch  as  the  inhabitants  in  the  interior 
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are  unwilling  to  work  on  the  coast,  where  they  frequently  become 
consumptive.  The  labour  question  is,  indeed,  the  most  important 
problem  of  all  to  be  solved. 

There  are  3,47 5  -mining  claims  on  the  official  list,  including  Mining., 
metals  of  all  kinds  (principally  silver)  and  petroleum,  though 
nothing  like  this  total  number  is  being  worked.  Each  claim 
pays  a  half-yearly  tax  of  15  soles.  The  proceeds  of  this  tax  is 
paid  over  to  the  Lima  School  of  Mines.  With  the  exception 
of  gold  and  silver  in  bare,  metals  and  also  coin  are  exempt  from 
export  duty.  The  total  value  of  minerals  exported  from  Peru 
is  about  7,000,000  soles  per  annum  which  is  more  or  less  double 
what  it  was  five  years  ago.  Much  of  this  increase  is  due  to  the 
introduction  of  the  system  called  a  lixiviation." 

A  National  Mining  Society  (Sociedad  National  de  Mineria) 
has  lately  been  founded  in  Lima  to  represent  and  promote  its 
mining  interests.  Having  a  semi-official  standing,  such  as  a 
(  hamber  of  Commerce  possesses,  it  will  prove  to  be  a  useful 
medium  for  the  discussion  of  grievances,  and  all  matters  of  mining 
interest,  with  the  Government. 

All  silver  bought  from  producers  who  work  mines  in  the  Cerro  de 
neighbourhood  of  Cerro  de  Pasco  is  smelted  into  bars  at  the  Pa8Ca 
public  smelting  house,  for  transmission  to  Lima.  Therefore, 
it  is  not  possible  to  obtain  an  exact  account  of  the  production 
of  Cerro  de  Pasco  itself.  However,  it  is  estimated  that  from 
J, 000  to  1,500  marks*  per  month  are  produced  from  the  outlying 
districts.  These  are  situated  at  from  12  to  30  miles  from  the 
town.  The  number  of  mines  which  are  worked  at  present  is 
about  150.  The  ores  are  of  a  very  low  grade,  averaging  from 
1 0  to  16  ozs.  per  ton  of  ore.  The  cost  of  bringing  the  ore  ta 
the  surface  is  about  4  soles  per  con.  The  number  of  men 
employed  in  mining  is  about  1,200;  their  wages  vary  from- 
40  to  80  c.  per  day  when  paid  by  the  day,  but  the  ores  are 
usually  worked  at  to  much  per  ton,  so  that  the  men  earn  from 
«S  to  10  soles  (16s.  to  1/.)  per  week.  The  several  mining  district* 
are  at  an  altitude  varying  from  14,000  to  15,000  feet.  The 
climate  is  considered  healthy,  but  the  height  is  a  source  of  great 
danger  to  those  who  suffer  from  heart  disease.  The  average 
temperature  is  about  45  degrees  Fahrenheit  during  the  whole 
year.  In  the  dry  season  the  frost  is  severe  at  night,  and  the  sun 
hot  in  the  day  time. 

The  sole  means  of  transport  is  by  llamas,  horse3,  and  mulen 
from  Cerro  de  Pasco  to  Oroya,  the  distance  being  66  miles. 

From  Oroya  the  silver  is  conveyed  by  rail  to  the  coast.  The 
cost  of  carriage  fro m  Cerro  de  Pasco  to  the  ccatt  is  about  3  soles 
per  100  lbs.  The  fall  in  the  value  of  silver  has  not  affected  the 
miners  to  any  appreciable  extent  as  supplies  are  obtained  from 
the  country  and  paid  for  at  former  rates  in  silver  currency.  The 
price  paid  for  pure  silver  in  Cerro  de  Pasco  is  0  soles  60  c.  per 
mark  of  8  ozs.,  and  in  Lima  9  soles  64  c. 

The  population  of  Cerro  de  Pasco  is  entirely  devoted  to 
mining  pursuits.     It  numbers  5,000  souls.     In  this  district  there 

*  1  mark  =  8  ojw. 
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is  a  fair  supply  of  bituminous  coal  which  is  very  suitable  for 
smelting  purposes.     Its  cost  delivered  is  12  soles  per  ton. 

From  January,  1886,  to  November,  1896,  there  has  been  very 
little  variation  in  the  production  of  silver  from  the  Cerro  de  Pasco 
district,  as  will  be  perceived  by  examining  the  following  table : — 

♦Statement  of  Silver  Produced  and  Melted  into  Bars  at  Cerro  de 
Pasco  from  January,  1886,  to  November,  1896,  inclusive. 


Year. 


Number  of 
.  Bars. 


1S86  ..'   

1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896  (from  January  to  November).. 

Total 


Marks  of 
8  Ozs. 


146,495 
137,160 
131,867 
161,682 
165,630 
159,629 
163,019 
166,480 
148,759 
174,866 
158,386 


1,713,973 


Gold.  The  auriferous  deposits  of  Peru  are  in  all  probability  of  great 

importance,  but  the  gold  industry  has  been  neglected  hitherto* 
Some  of  the  districts  where  the  richest  gold-bearing  quartz-veins 
or  alluvia  are  found  are  very  difficult  of  access  at  present.  In 
the  Amazonian  region,  gold  is  found  in  many  and  well  known 
places,  but  the  climate,  want  of  labour,  and  unfriendliness  of 
the  Indian  tribes  are  some  of  the  chief  obstacles  which  one 
encounters. 

In  Sir  Charles  E.  Mansfield's  report  published  in  the  year 
1890,  in  the  Miscellaneous  Series  (No.  167),  the  chief  auriferous 
deposits  of  Peru  are  indicated.  This  interesting  paper,  which 
was  compiled  from  most  reliable  source*,  contains  nearly  all  the 
information  available  upon  this  important  subject. 

Considerable  excitement  was  caused  some  time  ago  owing  to 
the  unusual  production  obtained  from  a  mine  denominated  Santo 
Domingo  in  the  province  of  Carabaya  which  forms  part  of  the 
Department  of  Puno.  This  lode,  which  has  yielded  over 
30,000  ozs.  of  gold  within  the  last  18  months,  has  now  become 
the  property  of  an  American  Company,  which  paid  57,000/.  for 
it.  Gold-digging  has  been  carried  on  in  that  district  from  time 
immemorial,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  Inca  sovereigns  obtained 
large  quantities  of  this  precious  metal  from  there.  For  the  first 
time  an  attempt  will  now  be  made  to  work  systematically  by 
employing  machinery,  but  the  cost  of  carriage  from  the  terminus 
of  the  railway  at  Sicuani  is  enormous.  As  this  district  may 
draw  a  good  deal  of  attention  a  few  details  respecting  its  condition 
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may  be  interesting.  The  information  given  hereunder  is  the 
substance  of  a  statement  drawn  up  purposely  for  insertion  in 
this  report  by  Mr.  E.  J.  Prew,  an  English  engineer,  who  has 
just  returned  from  Carabaya.  His  description,  no  doubt, 
contains  the  most  recent  and  most  reliable  information  upon 
the  subject : — 

"  It  may  be  useful  to  preface  my  remarks  upon  the  subject 
by  indicating  how  to  reach  the  gold  districts. 

"  The  following  statement  of  distances  may  be  relied  upon  as- 
being  fairly  accurate : 


"  Places. 


By  Railway 

Mollendo  — Arequipa 
Arequipa  —  Juliaca 
Juliaca — Santa  Rosa 


On  Mule  Back, 

Santa  Rosa— Nuftoa 
Nunoa — Palca 
Palca— Macusani 
Macusani— Coaza 
Ooaza— Saco 


On 

Saco— Sachapata 
Sachapata— Tamlio  Pata 
Tambo  Pata — fambo  Pimpa 
Tambo  Pampa— Coqmni 
Coquini — River  lnambari 


Distance. 


Miles. 


1071 

189 

82 


18 
10 
27 
42 
15 


12 
2 


"From  the  River  lnambari  any  point  in  the  Carabaya  district 
can  be  reached.  Traffic  from  this  point  is  also  on  foot.  The 
actual  time  needed,  when  once  on  the  road,  is  given  above,  but 
it  is  very  seldom  that  one  would  go  through  without  remaining 
a  few  days  at  some  of  the  principal  stopping-places ;  in  fact,  it 
is  absolutely  necessary  to  do  this  in  order  to  make  arrangements 
for  Indian  carriers  and  guides  who  have  to  carry  the  goods  and 
necessaries  from  these  places,  as  it  is  impossible  to  get  anything 
of  this  kind,  further  in.  Speaking  generally,  the  road*  are  not 
bad  until  Saco,  although  in  places  they  are  far  from  good.  The 
altitude  varies  from  4,336  metres  (14,092  feet)  in  Macusani  to 
3,783  metres  (12,294  feet)  in  Coaza,  and  about  the  same  in  Saco. 

"  From  this  last  town  the  fall  is  very  rapid,  especially  after 
Sachapata,  getting  down  to  about  900  metres  (2,925  feet)  at  the 
River  lnambari.  Rivers  of  any  importance  (Coaza  and  Saco) 
have  bridges  of  stone  and  wood,  rather  primitive,  but  quite  safe 
for  ordinary  traffic.    To  pass  the  Rivers  Tingori  and  lnambari 
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there  is  a  single  iron  rope  stretched  across  firmly  secured 
at  both  ends,  and  a  carrier  is  rigged  up,  suspended 
from  two  small  rollers  or  pulleys  which  run  on  the  cable  and 
one  is  pulled  from  side  to  side  as  is  necessary.  This  is  a 
very  slow  way  for  cargo,  but  the  rivers  are  too  deep  to  ford, 
and  not  many  rafts  exist  in  the  district.  Once  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Inambari  the  paths  are  somewhat  different;  the  river 
beds  are  usually  used  in  the  dry  season,  so  that  you  rarely  have 
to  walk  in  water  above  your  hips.  During  the  wet  season  when 
it  is  impossible  to  make  use  of  the  river  beds  on  account  of  the 
abundance  of  water,  the  traveller  takes  to  the  hills  where  the 
paths  are  very  slippery  and  bad.  It  is  generally  considered 
better  to  walk  in  '  (areas'  (a  kind  of  bathing  shce)  as  you  are  less 
likely  to  slip  from  the  rDcks,  but  the  writer  found  very  little 
advantage  from  these. 

"  Articles  of  food  have  to  be  carried  on  the  backs  of  Indians. 
The  usual  articles  are  chuHo  and  chalona  (the  former  a  small 
dried  potato  and  the  latter  dried  sheep  and  sometimes  young 
llama).  The  only  article  of  drink  brought  in  from  the  outside  is 
alcohol  (usually  cane)  of  40  degrees,  which  the  Indians  take  pure, 
but  any  ordinary  mortal  could  not  stand  it.  A  little  cane  and 
few  banana  trees  I  saw  at  Tingori,  but  not  of  any  consequence, 
although  these  and  other  plants  could  well  be  grown.  Further 
down  the  Inambari  (Paucarbambo  district)  coffee  is  grown  on  a 
small  scale,  but  this  makes  its  exit  via  Cuzco. 

"The  climate  is  exceedingly  good,  the  rainfall  is  heavy,  but 
fevers  are  unknown  although  it  really  is  a  tropical  climate.  The 
temperature  varies  from  about  70°  Fahr.  in  the  evenings  to 
D0°  Fahr.  in  the  shade  in  the  day  time  and  130*  Fahr.  in  the  sun. 
This  is  an  average,  but,  of  course,  there  are  exceptional  times 
when  it  is  colder  and  warmer. 

"  Nearly  every  known  class  of  wood  grows,  such  as  iron-wood, 
walnut,  mahogany,  and  several  kinds  of  soft  woods,  but  on  account 
of  having  no  sawing  machinery  it  is  of  little  value  as  planks, 
though  in  case  of  necessity  these  ore  sawn  out  by  hand,  but  it 
serves  admirably  as  props  for  the  mines  and  posts  and  frameworks 
for  the  houses.  Most  of  the  latter  are  only  huts  with  no  floor 
except  earth,  and  are  usually  *  lean-tos '  with  framework  of  posts 
or  palms.  It  is  seldom  that  the  fronts  or  sides  are  covered,  but 
good  roof 8  of  palm  leaves  are  used  to  keep  out  the  rain.  It  is 
surprising,  however,  how  comfortable  these  huts  can  be  made. 
Other  houses  are  built  up  off  the  ground  on  posts,  but  these  are 
usually  for  people  of  means  or  owners  of  mines. 

"  Animal  life  may  be  said  to  be  scarce,  though  more  can  be 
beard  than  seen  of  it  in  the  thick  forest;  the  most  plentiful  of 
birds  is  the  parrot  which  is  seen  of  every  shade  and  colour,  and 
of  animals  the  monkey.  Over  the  mountain  roads  to  Inambari 
there  are  vicuiia,  alpaca,  deer,  biscachos,  partridges,  duck,  &c. 

"The  natives  known  as 'Chunchos' are  seldom  been.  They 
are  perfectly  uncivilised  and,  in  many  instances,  parties  have 
been  surprised  and  killed  by  them  ;  their  weapons  are  bows  and 
arrows  made  of  the  iron-wood.     It  is  presumed  that  as  civilisation 
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enters  these  parte,  the  s  Chunchos '  or  Indians  will  retire  further 
into  the  interior. 

*'  Comparatively  speaking,  the  country  has  not  been  opened 
up  at  all ;  veins  and  deposits  exist  everywhere.  The  country 
does  not  lend  itself  to  prospecting,  being  covered  with  thick 
forest  growth,  so  that  the  mines  of  to-day  are  discovered  from 
the  rivers  and  mountain  streams,  i.e.,  the  sand  which  these 
streams  bring  down  is  washed  to  see  if  it  carries  good  gold  ;  if  it 
does,  then  the  place  of  its  origin  ij  looked  for;  the  only  mine  of 
consequence  explored  and  worked  on  any  scale  at  present  is 
Santo  Domingo,  recently  purchased  by  an  American  company 
for  57,000/.  c:tsh.  This  company  has  on  the  road  a  20  head 
stamp  mill,  accessories  for  crushing  and  amalgamating.  The  ore 
in  all  parts  is  very  shnilar  and  in  nearly  every  instance  it  is  in 
slate  formation,  from  whence  comes  its  local  name  '  smoky  quartz/ 
The  vein  of  Santo  Domingo  varies  from  1  foot  6  inches  to  8  feet 
in  width  and  carries  gold  in  ali  parts,  varying  froha  8  to  800  ozs. 
per  ton,  and  in  some  instances  almost  pure  streaks  of  gold  have 
been  met  with.  The  vein  can  be  traced  for  about  1,200  metres  ' 
but  probably  goes  much  further.  As  before  stated,  the  country 
does  not  lend  itself  to  prospecting,  and  all  such  roads  have  to  be 
made  with  hatchets.  The  country  is  very  rich  and  not  a  stream 
exists  that  does  not  carry  gold.  Most  of  the  workmen  employed 
at  present  are  Indians  sent  from  the  nearest  towns  (sent  by  the 
authorities)  who  speak  'Quichua';  they  are  sent  for  a  certain 
time  and  when  their  contracts  expire,  they  either  return  or  wash 
for  gold  on  their  own  account.  The  usual  pay  for  these  Indians 
is  40  c.  per  day,  Bolivian  money,  payable  in  20  c.  pieces.  This  is 
the  only  silver  money  to  be  seen,  but  most  of  the  buying  is  done 
in  gold  dust,  spoken  of  as  so  many  '  adarmes/  equivalent  to  about 
2  soles,  silver.  Merchants  and  traders  who  go  in  and  live  in  the 
nearest  towns,  make  nearly  all  their  sales  in  this  manner.  Every 
Indian  is  a  miner,  but  no*  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word3  as  thev 
are  more  accustomed  to  washing  than  actual  mining.  They  crush 
between  stones — a  very  slow  process — and  wash  in  bateas  or 
wooden  bowls,  a  very  simple  outfit,  as  an  Indian,  provided  he  has 
his  chuSo  and  chalona,  can  start  out  on  a  capital  of  2  soles,  or  its 
equivalent,  and  be  a  washer.  For  coarse  gold  they  are  very 
expert,  but  the  fine  gold  they  lose  nearly  all. 

"  A  peculiarity  of  the  Carabaya  mines  is  that  they  nearly  all 
need  timbering,  and  the  vein  proper  is  enclosed  in  a  casing  of 
decomposed  slate  (a  very  slippery  substance  to  deal  with),  which 
also  usually  carries  gold.  Many  other  mines  have  been  taken  up, 
both  washings  and  veins,  but  nothing  has  been  done  up  to  now 
of  importance.  Amongst  these  could  be  mentioned  the  San 
Juan,  Baquel,  and  Maria,  The  amount  of  gold  taken  out  during 
the  last  18  months  from  the  Carabaya  district  can  be  put  at  about 
2,500  lbs.,  but  most  of  this  came  from  the  famous  Santo  Domingo 
mine,  and  there  are  a  quantity  of  others  where  possession  has  not 
yet  been  given. 

"  To  purchase   a  mine  it  is  very  necessary  to  first  see  that 
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the  titles  are  in  order,  a  very  difficult  matter,  as  it  is  not  easy  to 
fix  lines  in  a  forest.  The  great  drawback  in  getting  possession 
to-day  is  the  heavy  cost.  For  each  *  \  ertenencia '  (right  of 
property),  the  judge  of  the  Macusaui  district  collects  1,000  soles 
besides  minor  charges.  Each  individual  can  legally  denounce 
four  '  pertenencia.*  /  and  a  company  seven  iu  the  same  district. 
Anyone  can  denounce  a  mine  that  has  not  previously  been 
denounced ;  this  secures  an  option  for  3  months  which  can 
usually  be  extended  another  90  days,  after  which  time  if  the 
mine  has  not  been  taken  possession  of,  it  can  be  denounced  by 
anyone ;  that  is  to  say,  the  law  gives  z.  short  time  to  prove  the 
property  before  going  to  the  expense  of  taking  possession.  Once 
the  titles  are  in  order  (given  with  possession),  the  owner  pays 
half-yearly  to  the  Government  15  soles  .for  every  c  pertenencia.' 
The  '  pertenencia '  is  usually  200  by  200  metres.  The  sole  is 
worth  Is.  lid.  English  money.  On  account  of  the  sale  of  Santo 
Domingo  for  57,000/.,  every  owner  of  a  mine  thinks  he  has  some- 
*  thing  worth  millions,  but  before  anyone  puts  much  confidence  in 
this,  if  they  intend  investing  capital  they  would  do  well  to  go  or 
send  some  competent  person  to  inspect  the  ground,  bearing  in 
mind  that  in  most  instances  they  will  have  to  spend  more  money 
besides  for  the  journey,  as  food  and  all  other  supplies  must  be 
taken  into  consideration  as  well  as  labour. 

"  The  great  drawback  is  want  of  communication.  Every- 
thing has  to  be  made  and  packed  for  conveyance  on  the  backs  of 
Indians  (i.e.,  should  not  exceed  50  lbs.),  and  to  take  machinery 
from  the  nearest  railway  station  on  the  Juliaca-Licuani  branch,  I 
calculate  the  cost  to  be  about  500  soles  (50/.)  per  ton,  English. 
This  will  give  an  idea  of  the  roads.  Another  road  is  being 
studied  from  Pucura  and  Tiapata  by  way  of  Cruceros  and 
Usucayos,  which  may  be  better,  but  until  a  good  mule  road  be 
made  I  would  suggest  a  tax  on  gold  (over  a  certain  quantity) 
that  came  out  from  the  province. 

"  It  is  generally  considered  that  the  capital  of  the  district 
should  be  changed   from   Macusani   to  Coaza;  the  latter  is  of 
more  importance,  has  more  inhabitants,  and  is  a  great  deal  more 
central  for  the  whole  Carabaya  district." 
Petroleum.  The  petroleum  industry  in  the  north  of  Peru  originated  some 

30  years  ago,  oil  having  been  discovered  by  drilling  for  water  on 
the  Mancora  estate,  near  Payta.  During  that  period  six  different 
undertakings  have  been  started,  but  so  tar  without  giving  satis- 
factory results.  Two  kerosene  factories  exist  on  this  coast;  the 
kerosene  produced  gives  a  dull  light,  smokes,  and  cannot  bear 
comparison  with  American  kerosene,  which  fetches  from  8  to  9 
soles  the  case,  whilst  the  former  has  to  be  sold  at  from  2  soles 
50  c.  to  3  soles  the  case  of  10  gallons,  and  only  serves  for 
street  lighting.  From  4,000,000/.  to  5,000,000/.  have  been  spent 
on  the  several  undertakings  without  producing  in  any  single  case 
a  fair  return.  Hundreds  of  wells  have  been  sunk,  some  resulting 
in  flowing,  others  in  pumping  wells,  oil  being  found  at  a  depth 
varying  from  250  to  600  feet,  but  all  have  run  dry  after  a  very 
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shorty  flow.  Experts  from  the  United  States  have  carefully 
examined  the  land  north  and  south  of  Payta  and  have  given  it 
as  their  opinion  that  in  spite  of  abundant  surface  indications  all 
over  the  district,  no  oil  of  any  importance  is  likely  to  be. 
found. 

India-rubber  is  the  principal  product  exported  from  the  Jadiambber. 
Amazonian  region  of  Peru.  According  to  statistics  published 
here  by  a  financial  paper,  the  quantity  exported  in  1894  was 
1,294  tons,  valued  at  179,437/.,  but  according  to  Mr.  Rhind's 
report  on  the  production,  commerce,  and  finances  of  the  States  of 
Amazonas  and  Par&for  1895,*  the  quantity  of  the  rubber  exported 
through  from  Peru  through  Para  during  that  year  was  only  783 
tons,  valued  at  about  145,000/.  No  doubt  Mr.  Bhind's  state- 
ment is  the  correct  one.  Of  late  a  considerable  decrease  in  the 
export  of  this  product  appears  to  have  taken  place,  as  in  1890 
as  much  as  1,163  tons  were  exported  vi&  ParA. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Blacker  reports  as  follows : — 

"The  cultivation  of  cotton  in  the  department   of  Piura   is  Cotton, 
entirely  dependent  on  the  floodings  of  the  rivers  Chira  and  Piura, 
which  act  on  a  very  small  scale,  as  the  River  Nile  did  in  Egypt 
before  its  waters  were  controlled  by  artificial  means. 

"  Floods  of  any  importance  only  take  place  at  intervals  of 
from  six  to  seven  years,  when  every  available  acre  of  ground  is 
planted  by  its  owner  with  cotton,  and  when  the  plants  have  once 
taken  root,  their  top  root  will  follow  the  moisture  produced  by 
the  flood  as  it  gradually  retires  from  the  surface  to  a  depth  of  12 
to  15  feet,  until  it  strikes  the  moisture  produced  by  filterings 
from  the  river's  natural  level.  The  plants  produce  two  crops  per 
year,  in  June  and  December,  and  continue  yielding  two  crops 
until  the  next  flood  may  take  place,  when  they  are  cut  down  and 
new  ones  planted  in  their  place.  The  Piura  cotton  is  of  a  long 
staple,  and  qualified  as  rough  in  comparison  with  the  American 
short  staple  soft  cotton,  and  is  used  both  in  England  and  the 
United  States  for  mixing  with  woollon  fabrics,  and  generally 
fetches  about  double  the  price  of  American  cotton.  The  culti- 
vation of  cotton  by  artificial  irrigation  has  been  tried  and  failed, 
owing  in  a  great  measure  to  the  insecurity  of  the  river  banks, 
which  are  subject  to  be  cut  away,  and  the  river  to  change  its 
-course  to  a  considerable  extent  in  24  hours.  Several  schemes 
have  proved  unsuccessful  owing  to  these  circumstances.  The  bed 
of  the  river  is  sandy ;  the  top  soil  in  general  not  deep,  hence  it 
easily  gets  saturated  by  the  floods,  and  is  carried  off  at  a  short 
notice  by  the  river,  and  a  useless  bank  left  in  its  place."  The 
cotton  exported  from  Peru  in  1895  has  been  estimated  at  5,500 
tons  valued  at  118,000/. 

The  production  of  coffee  is  increasing,  and  bids  fair  to  Coffee, 
become  one  of  Peru's  staple  articles.  The  great  coffee  producing 
district  is  composed  of  the  Chanchamayo,  Peren6,  Paucarbambo, 
And  Rio  Colorado  valleys,  which  are  all  connected  by  paths  with 
the  village  of  La  Merced,  the  most  eastern  inhabited  spot  in  that 
part  of  Peru.  The  fall  in  the  value  of  this  product  during  1896 
*  No.  397  Miscellaneous  Series. 
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caused  naturally  some  misgivings  among  the  producers;  however, 
this  alarm  does  not  appear  to  rest  on  a  well-founded  basis,  for  the 
coffee  they  produce  being  of  an  excellent  quality  *a  rise  may  take 
place  at  any  time.  The  chief  difficulties  are  means  of  transport 
and  labour,  both  of  which  are  undoubtedly  serious  drawbacks., 

During  the  j  ear  1895  the  total  quantity  of  coffee  exported 
from  Peru  waa  about  1,066  tons.  The  exports  from  Huanuco  and 
Chanchamayo  districts  in  1896  amounted  to  704  tons.  The  pro- 
duction during  1896  must  have  been  at  least  equal  to  that  of 
1895,  but  it  is  not  yet  known  how  many  tons  were  exported  from 
Pacasmayo,  Pisco,  and  Salaverry  during  last  year. 
Wool  trade.  A  Peruvian  newspaper  has  published  statistics  in  order  to 

show  that  the  wool  trade  was  declining,  and  called  on  the 
Government  to  investigate  the  cause  of  this  alleged  fallinff-off  in 
one  of  the  most  important  branches  of  national  production. 
Considerable  trouble  has  been  taken  to  procure  data  from  private 
sources,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  there  were  any  grounds  for 
this  statement,  but  the  information  which  has  been  procured,  and 
which  is  absolutely  accurate,  shows  that  there  is  none.  For  tKe 
last  15  years  the  exportation  of  alpaca  has  averaged  about 
30,000  bales  a  year,  weighing  from  350  to  400  lbs.  The  whole  of 
the  shipments  go  to  Great  Britain.  It  has  not  been  possible  to 
obtain  similar  information  respecting  sheep's  wool,  but  it  is  not 
believed  that  any  diminution  in  the  exports  has  taken  place 
during  the  last  few  years. 
Cocaine.  There  are  10  cocaine  factories  in  Peru ;  5  in  Huanuco ;  1  in 

the  Monzon  district ;  1  in  the  Puzuzo  district ;  2  in  Lima ;  and 
1  in  Callao. 

Of  late  the  production  of  this  valuable  alkaloid  is  said  to 
have  decreased.  This  decrease  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that 
its  extraction  is  cheaper  abroad,  as  is  proved  by  the  increase  of 
the  exports  of  coca  leaves. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  and  values  of  cocaine 
exported  from  1891  to  1895  :— 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1890        

1891        

1892        

1898        

1894        

1895        

Kilos. 
1,780 
3,215 
4,550 
2,857 
4,716 
3,407 

£ 

846,000 
648,000 
910,000 
471,800 
948,200 
600,940 

The  quantity  and  value  of  coca  leaves  exported  from  1891  to 
1894  were  the  following: — 
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Year. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1891 

1892        

1898        

1894        

Kilos. 
128,543 
888,465 
890,955 
872,860 

£ 

241,478 
574,996 
707,792 
706,686 

Maize  is  extensively  grown  in  Peru,  where  it  is  the  article  of  Maij!e- 
food  of  the  Indian  population,  which  is  estimated  at  nearly 
2,000,000.  The  best  kind  is  raised  in  the  mountain  region.  In 
fact,  the  maize  obtained  from  Unibamba,  in  the  department  of 
Cuzco,  is  famous,  and  has  been  exhibited  in  Europe.  The 
Arequipa  maize  is  also  of  excellent  quality.  In  the  province  of 
Chancay,  where  this  plant  is  used  for  fattening  pign,  and  in  the 
valley  of  Arequipa,  guano  is  used  for  its  cultivation. 

The  importation  of  salt  into  Peru  is  now  prohibited.  A  duty  Salt 
of  5  c.  per  kilogram  was  imposed  in  1896  on  native  salt  used 
for  domestic  purposes,  and  of  1  c.  if  for  manufacturing  purposes, 
in  which  case  it  is  rendered  unfit  for  culinary  uses.  The  State 
reserves  to  itself  the  privilege  of  exporting  that  article.  The 
proceeds  of  this  onerous  tax  are  to  be  devoted  to  the  fund  which  is 
collected  for  the  purpose  of  paying  to  Chile  the  amount  stipulated 
in  the  treaty  of  peace  between  Peru  and  Chile  in  the  event  of 
the  provinces  of  Tacna  and  Arica  being  restored  to  the  former 
Republic.  The  levying  of  this  tax  has  been  resisted  by  the 
Indian  population  in  some  districts  of  the  department  of 
Ayacucho.     Serious  disturbances  have  occurred  in  consequence. 

According  to  an  official  statement  the  quantity  of  salt 
exported  annually  is  about  6,000  tons,  and  the  annual  home  con- 
sumption is  about  35,000  tons. 

This  branch  of  cultivation  is  acquiring  considerable  import-  Vineyards, 
ance  in  Peru.     The    vine   is   cultivated    in  the  department  of 
Lima  on  a  small  scale,  but  in  the  departments  of  lea  and  Moquequa 
there  are  large  vine-clad  areas. 

The  muscatel  grapes  are  extensively  cultivated  in  the  latter 
department,  and  from  their  juice  a  highly-appreciated  liquor, 
known  as  "  Italia/'  is  made.  An  inferior  liquor,  known  as 
"  Pisco,"  is  largely  drunk.  These  spirits  are  usually  conveyed  in 
nrnphora-shaped  earthen  vessels.  "Italia"  is  exported  to  the 
neighbouring  Republics,  and  small  consignments  have  been  sent 
to  Europe.  At  first  it  is  not  relished;  but  those  who  care  for 
spirits  take  to  it  easily  after  a  short  trial.  It  has  a  delicate 
aroma  which  is  quite  peculiar  to  it,  and  it  is  quite  possible  that 
when  is  becomes  better  known  in  Europe  a  taste  for  it  may  be 
acquired. 

Red  and  white  wines  are  also  made  in  this  country,  and  their 
consumption  is  fairly  large.  They  are  cheap  enough,  but  the 
red  wines  as  a  rule*  are  decidedly  of  an  inferior  quality.     They 
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are  too  acid.  The  white  wines  are  quite  drinkable,  but  suscep- 
tible of  great  improvement,  [n  fact,  all  red  wines  made  from 
grapes  grown  on  the  South  Pacific  Coast  are  either  too  acid  or 
too  heavy  from  excess  of  alcohol,  whilst  some  of  the  white 
wines  can  be  classified  as  fairly  good  onee. 

The  duty  on  foreign  wines  being  excessive,  the  bulk  of  the 
wine-drinking  population  must  content  themselves  with  acid  wine. 
Bolivia  has  perceived  the  advantage  of  allowing  her  inhabitants 
to  drink  good  wines,  and  reduced  the  duty  on  French  wines  to  a 
very  insignificant  figure.  The  result  is  that  at  La  Paz  good 
wines  at  a  reasonable  cost  can  be  obtained,  whilst  in  Peru  a 
good  bottle  of  wine  is  a  luxury  confined  to  the  wealthy 
classes.  It  would  be  well  if  this  country  adopted  the  same  policy 
as  Bolivia  in  this  case.  The  producers  of  acid  wine  would 
naturally  complain  of  this  interference  with  their  industry,  but 
the  public  at  large  would  appreciate  it. 

Wheat.  40,000   tons  or    wheat    are    imported    from    Chile    yearly. 

Canadian  wheat  is  said  to  be  superior  to  that  of  Chile,  but  the 
freight  from  Chile  by  sailing  vessel,  which  is  as  low  as  4  soles 
ton,  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the  currency  in  which  the  produce 
is  paid  for,  viz.,  gold  dollars  worth  only  about  I7i</.,  do  not  allow 
any  room  for  competition  at  present.  Moreover,  a  reciprocal 
commercial  arrangement  between  Chile  and  Peru  concerning  the 
admission  of  their  respective  produce  free  of  duty  has  often  been 
talked  of  as  one  of  the  means  whereby  the  two  countries  might 
adjust  some  of  their  differences.  In  spite  of  the  apparently 
insurmountable  difficulties  the  establishment  of  a  line  between 
Canada  and  this  part  of  the  world,  and  changes  in  other  conditions, 
might  at  a  future  time  afford  an  opportunity  of  competing  with 
Chilian  wheat,  and,  therefore,  this  matter  should  not  be  lost 
sight  of. 

Opium.  It  is  singular  that,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  numbers 

of  the  Chinese  residing  in  Peru  are  decreasing  rapidly,  the  con- 
sumption of  opium  appear.*  to  be  increasing.  The  only  explana- 
tion is  that  the  contraband  trade  which  is  known  to  be  carried  on 
in  that  commodity,  has  been  checked  to  some  extent.  The  sub- 
joined table  shows  the  number  of  kilograms  imported  from  188T 
to  1892:— 

Year.  i        Quantity, 


Kilos. 

1887  '  15,284 

1888  ,  24,474 

1889  10,891 

1890  81,805 

1891  24,120 

1892  !  30,683 


Insurance  The  Congress  of  1895  passed  a  law  prohibiting  insurance  corn- 

Companies,      pames  to  carry  4>n  their  business  tin   Peru  unless  30  percent,  of 
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the  capital  employed  in  this  country  was  deposited  in  bonds, 
cash,  cr  shares  in  a  company  of  good  standing.  Before  the  passing 
of  this  law  all  the  foreign  insurance  companies  having  agencies 
in  Lima  petitioned  Congress,  praying  that  the  Bill  which  wan 
then  under  discussion  might  not  become  law,  but  their  petition 
was  unheeded.  Whereupon  28  companies,  of  which  20  were 
British,  withdrew  their  agencies. 

The  only  foreign  company  which  left  its  agency  was  the  South 
British  Company  of  New  Zealand.  On  the  withdrawal  of  the 
foreign  companies,  three  companies  were  formed  in  Lima,  which 
are  doing  a  very  good  business.  Owing  to  the  nature  of  the 
building  material?,  fires  arc  of  rare  occurrence  in  Lima  and  many 
other  towns  of  Peru. 

It  would  appear  that  the  British  insurance  companies  were 
ill-advised  in  retiring  so  hastily.  After  all,  the  amount  of  the 
guarantee  which  is  exacted  is  not  large.  At  the  present  exchange 
3,000/.  would  meet  the  case,  and  by  a  special  arrangement  this 
amount  may  even  be  deposited  in. a  London  Bank.  Tire  is  a 
matter  which  is  worthy  of  reconsideration,  as  the  national  com- 
panies are  already  assuming  very  heavy  responsibilities. 

Whilst  on  this  topic  it  may  be  pointed  out  incidentally  that 
after  the  recent  conflagration  at  Guayaquil  the  Equatorian  insur- 
ance companies  were  unable  to  meet  all  their  liabilities,  and  failed 
accordingly,  whilst  the  British  companies  paid  down  over 
600,000/.  Although  a  similar  catastrophe  need  not  be  appre- 
hended here,  yet  these  circumstances  are  deserving  the  attention 
of  those  who  desire  to  insure  their  property  against  all  imaginable 
risks.  The  field  is  large  enough  for  foreign,  as  well  as  national 
companies. 

Good  roads  and  bridges  are  most  urgently  required  all  over  Public  worts* 
the  country,  but  want  of  funds  prevents. the  authorities  from 
carrying  out  many  projects.  The  Government  has  given  its 
preferential  attention  to  the  construction  of  a  road  starting  from 
La  Merced,  in  the  province  of  Chanchamayo,  to  a  navigable,  point 
on  the  Pichis  River  so  as  to  establish  steam  communication  with 
Iquitos,  on  the  Amazon.  Owing  to  the  rains  the  work  is  inter- 
rupted at  present,  but  will  no  doubt  be  continued  as  soon  as  they 
cease,  as  it  seems  to  be  the  iirm  intention  of  the  President  of  the 
Republic  that  it  shall  be  carried  out.  Launches  have  already  been 
built  and  carried  along  the  path  in  sections  to  a  considerable 
distance.  These  launches  were  built  when  the  Iquitos  Separatist 
movement  broke  out  last  year,  and  were  intended  to  be  used  for 
military  purposes.  Otherwise  it  is  natural  to  suppose  that  it 
would  have  been  more  convenient  and  cheaper  to  have  sent  them 
vift  Para  and  Iquitos. 

A  carriage  road  is  also  to  be  built  from  Oroya,  the  ter- 
minus of  the  Central  Railway  to  Cerro  de  Pasco.  A  contract  to 
that  effect  has  recently  been  signed. 

In  1895  three  bridges  were  built,  one  at  Aroya  by  the  Peru- 
vian Corporation,  one  at  Chosica,  near  Lima,  by  the  land  com- 
pany of  that  name,  but  with  the  support  of  the  Corporation,  and 
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PERU. 


Condition  of 
Oallao. 


Shipping. 


Lighthouse. 


Freight*. 


Callao  is  the  chief  port  of  the  Republic,  yet  the  town  is 
destitute  of  drainage  and  good  water.  The  result  of  the  absence  of 
these  elementary  requirements  is  that  more  than  half  the  popula- 
tion has  within  the  last  15  years  abandpned  it  and  emigrated  to 
Lima  and  elsewhere. 

The  Municipality  of  Callao,  which  has  of  late  been  composed 
of  men  anxious  for  the  improvement  of  the  town,  have  carefully 
considered  various  schemes  for  remedying  the  evil,  but  in  order 
to  construct  drainage  and  waterworks  it  would  be  necessary  to 
expend  at  least  100,000/.  How  such  a  sum  could  be  raised  is  a 
problem  not  easy  to  be  solved.  Probably  the  only  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding would  be  for  the  Government  to  assign  a  percentage  of 
the  customs  as  a  guarantee  for  the  service  of  the  loan  and  its 
redemption.  In  the  case  of  the  principal  port  of  the  Republic,  to 
which  the  flags  of  all  nations  resort,  this  would  appear  to  be  a 
matter  of  national  as  well  as  of  local  importance.  This  question 
ip,  indeed,  of  an  urgent  nature. 

The  Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Company  have  gradually 
transferred  their  bead  offices  and  principal  work  shops  on  the 
Pacific  Coast  from  Callao  to  A7alparaiso,  on  the  ground  of  con- 
venience, as  greater  facilities  are  offered  them  in  Chile.  More- 
over, Valparaiso  being  the  port  from  which  bolh  their  Straits  and 
coasting  steamers  sail,  it  was  deemed  necessary  that  the  general 
management  should  be  established  there.  These  changes  have 
not  affected  the  movement  of  shipping  at  Callao,  as  can  be 
perceived  by  referring  to  the  shipping  table  embodied  in  this 
report. 

During  the  year  1896  this  company  have  added  two  fine 
steamers  to  their  fleet. 

Messrs.  Lamport  and  Holt  are  now  sending  very  large 
steamers  to  this  coast,  some  of  which  have  a  carrying  capacity 
of  from  6,000  to  7,000  tons.  There  are  8  steamship  companies 
trading  on  this  coast — 5  British,  2  German,  and  1  Chilian. 

A  new  lighthouse,  which  is  intended  to  be  substituted  for  the 
San  Lorenzo  Lighthouse,  which  is  seldom  seem  owing  to  its 
altitude,  has  been  erected  on  the  largest  of  the  Palominos  Rocks, 
which  lie  2\  miles  from  Bradley  Point,  San  Lorenzo  Island. 

The  new  light  is  an  i:  tcrmittent  one,  which  can  be  seen  at 
over  20  miles  distance  in  clear  weather.  When  its  construction 
was  completed,  trials  were  made,  and  serious  defects  discovered, 
which  are  being  made  good.  It  is  expected  that  it  will  be  exhibited 
shortly. 

The  freight  market  has  been  depressed  for  a  considerable 
time,  and  sometimes  it  was  difficult  to  charter  vessels  even  at  the 
low  rates  which  have  been  ruling.  There  are  curious  anomalies 
respecting  the  cost  of  conveying  goods  to  and  from  this  coast,  of 
which  the  following  are  instances  : — 

Freights  from  Payta  to  New  York,  via  Panama  and  vice 
versA,  are  much  higher  than  the  freight  on  goods  shipped  from 
Payta  to  Liverpool  and  to  New  York,  vi&  the  Straits.  The 
freight   charged  on    wines  under  through  bilU  of  lading  from 
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London  to  Peiu  vii  Antwerp  or  Hamburg,  and  thence  by 
German  steamer  to  this  coast,  is  more  or  less  1/.  15*.  per  ton. 
From  London  to  Liverpool  by  rail,  and  thence  to  Peru,  the  oost 
of  conveyance  is  about  3/.  per  ton. 

Movements  of  Merchant  Vessels  at  Callao  during  the  Year 

1896, 

Stiamubi. 


Entered. 

Cleared. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tone. 

Crews. 

Number  of 
Venal*. 

Tone. 

Crews. 

English       ... 

French       

German      

North- American  ... 
Chilian       ... 

176 
1 

88 
6 

99 

272,349 

1,100 

66,601 

4,468 

144,396 

10,381 

40 

1,642 

324 

7,164 

172 

1 

88 

8 
101 

266,968 

1,100 

66,600 

6,609 

147,383 

10,167 

41 

1,668 

397 

7,800 

Total 

820 

487,904 

19,441      |          320 

436,660 

19,463 

Nora.— Of  the  above-mentioned  176  English  steamers,  four  put  into  this  port  for  the  purpose  of 
coaling  only,  and  are  not  included  in  the  separate  return  of  British  vessels,  sent  herewith. 


Sailing  Vi 


Nationality. 


Peruvian    ... 
English      ... 
French 
German 

North- American 
Italian 
Hawaiian    ... 
Chilian       ... 
Columbian  ... 
Honduranean 
Danish 
Norwegian  ... 
Ecuadorian... 

Total 


Entered. 


Number  of  | 
Vessels.    ; 


206 


Tons. 


984 

4,269 

679 


104,879 


Crews. 


116 

29,463      | 

911 

36 

89,604       < 

716 

1 

1,443      1 

26 

12 

10,763 

186 

6 

4,746      | 

76 

4 

3,894      ! 

62 

1 

981 

16 

18 

8,014      l 

216 

4 

2*0 

19 

16 
69 
23 


Cleared. 


2,822 


Number  ol 
Vessels. 

113 

38 

1 
12 

8 

2 

"20 

4 

1 
6 
8 


Tons. 

27,189 

44,008 

1,443 

10,888 

8,917 

2,148 

8J00 
260 
761 
984 

4,819 
679 


106,186 


Crews. 


877 
790 
26 
181 
47 
30 

231 
20 
14 
16 
74 
23 


2,329 


Vessels  or  tmntm  60  Tons  BBoum. 


I 

Entered. 

Cleared. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

Peruvian    

North-American  ... 

Chilian       

Columbian 

947 

4 
4 
6 

11,062 

100 

87 

22ft 

2.S66 
86 
17 
27 

968 
8 
1 

4 

11,102 
76 
87 
180 

2,896 

29 

8 

21 

Total       

960        1       11,474 

2,»46 

966 

11,891 

2,964 

(2333) 
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Movements  of  Merchant  Vessels  at  Callao  during  the  Year 
1896— continued. 

SUMVAET. 


Classification  of 
Veaseli. 

Entered. 

Cleared. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

820 
208 

966 

Tons. 

Crews. 

Steamers    «. 
Sailing  yeasels 
Vessels   under  50 
tons  register 

820 
205 

960 

487,904 
104,879 

11,474 

19,441    . 
2,822 

2,945 

485,650 
105,186 

11,894 

19,463 
2,829 

2,954 

Total       

1,485 

604,257      |       24,708 

1,489 

602,180 

24,746 

Statement  of  the  Number  of  Passengers  arrived  at  and  Departed 
from  Callao  by  Sea  during  the  Year  1896. 


Conveyance. 

Number. 

Arrivals. 

Departures. 

Steamers     ..         •• 

Sailing  vessels 

Small  craft 

19,382 
S3 
58 

16,843 

9 

164 

Total       

19,473 

17,016 
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Ko. 
1690. 
1691. 
1692. 
1698. 
1694. 
1695. 
.1696. 
1697. 
1698. 
1699. 
1700. 
1701. 
1702. 
1708. 
1704. 
1705. 
1706. 
1707. 
1708. 
1709. 
1710. 
1711. 
1712. 
1718. 
1714. 
1715. 
1716. 
1717. 
1718. 
1719. 
1720. 
1721. 
1722. 
1728. 
1724. 
1725. 
1726. 
1727. 
1728. 
1729. 
1780. 
1781. 
1782. 
1788. 
1784. 
1785. 
1786. 
1787. 
1788. 
1739. 
1740. 
1741. 
1742. 
1743. 
1744. 
1745. 
1746. 
1747. 
1748. 
1749. 
1750. 


Peroamboco 

Guatemala  .. 

Guayaquil    . . 

Wdnchow    , . 

Piraeus 

Tokio 

Marseille*   .. 

Manila 

Jerusalem    .  • 

Cherbourg   . . 

Leghorn 

Boston         •• 

Kiungchow . . 

Naples        • . 

Stockholm  •• 

Corunna 

Bio  de  Janeiro 

8an  J  os6 

Paramaribo  .  • 

Brest 

Montevideo  .  • 

Charleston  . . 

Baltimore    .  • 

Tripoli 

Callao 

Ningpo        •  • 

Dunkirk 

Batoum 

Hankow       . . 

Foochow 

Syra.. 

Panama 

Batavia 

Genoa         .. 

Cagluiri 

Chicago 

Trieste 

Hakodate    . . 

Mannheim  •• 

Panama       •• 

Caracas 

Riga 

Tokio 

Tainan        . . 

Portland     .. 

Fiume 

Taganrog    , . 

Swatow 

Chungking .. 

Angora        .. 

Shanghai     . . 

Bilbao 

Tahiti 

New  Caledonia 

Ainoy 

1 chang 

Berlin 

Bio  de  Janeiro 

Porto  Bico  .. 

Montevideo . . 

San  Francisco 


Price. 

No. 

Id. 

1751. 

ltd. 

1752. 

Id. 

1758. 

Id. 

1754. 

3d. 

1755. 

8d. 

1756. 

Id. 

1757. 

Id. 

1758. 

Id. 

1759. 

2d. 

1760. 

lid. 

1761. 

lid. 

1762. 

Id. 

1768. 

2*d. 

1764. 

2d. 

1765. 

2d. 

1766. 

2*<L 

1767. 

Id. 

1768. 

.  2d. 

1769. 

.  lid. 

1770. 

id. 

1771. 

2id. 

1772. 

Id. 

1778. 

Id. 

1774. 

id. 

1775. 

Id. 

1776. 

lid. 

1777. 

2d. 

1778. 

,  lid. 

1779. 

3|d. 

1780. 

id. 

1781. 

Id. 

1782. 

lid. 

1788. 

So\ 

1784. 

2id. 

1785. 

7id. 

1786. 

Id. 

1787. 

Id. 

1788. 

Id. 

1789. 

Id. 

1790. 

Id. 

1791. 

6id. 

1792. 

lid. 

1793. 

Id. 

17P4. 

3d. 

1795. 

lid. 

1796. 

2d. 

1797. 

Id. 

1798. 

lid. 

1799. 

lid. 

1800. 

2id. 

1801. 

8jd. 

1802. 

lid. 

1808. 

14<L 

1804. 

lid. 

1805. 

Id. 

1806. 

id. 

1807. 

5id. 

1808. 

lid. 

1809. 

Ud. 

1810. 

3d. 

1811. 

Price. 
Cayenne  ..  ••  ..id- 
Frankfort    3d. 

Malaga        8HL 

Soul Id. 

Copenhagen 3d. 

Nice Id. 

Lisbon         lid. 

Nagasaki Id. 

Hamburg    ..         ..         ..  2 Id. 

Mozambique           ••         ..  2d. 

CettinjG lid. 

The  Hague lid. 

Cephalonia Id. 

Bahia          ..         ..         ..  id. 

Zanzibar lid 


Pakhoi 

New  York 

Chefoo 

Caracas 

Palermo 

Mombasa 

Nice 


Id. 

2d. 

Id. 

id. 
Hid. 

id. 
lid. 

Bucharest 4id. 

Port  Said     ..         „.         ..   lid. 

Galatz         lid. 

Madrid        2d. 

Vienna  ••  ..  ..2d. 
Canton        ••         ..         ..     Id. 

Yokohama lid. 

Newchwang Id. 

Wuhu  Id. 

Athens        ••         ••         ..2d. 

Tonga         id. 

Smyrna       ..         ..         ..     id. 

Baghdad Id. 

Hiogo  and  Osaka  ..        ..   4 id. 

Baogkok Id. 

Odessa        2d. 

Naples 2d. 

Beyroui Id. 

Tunis  lid. 

Kiukiang 8d. 

Bangkok id. 

Bio  Grande  do  Sul..        ..     id. 

Valparaiso 4d. 

Briudisi      ..         ,.         ..   2id. 

Bushire 2d. 

Christiania 5id. 

Cadiz  2d. 

Meshed 2id. 

St.  Petersburg  ..  ..  4id. 
Batoum Id- 
Peking        8d. 

Samos         ••         ••         ..     id. 

Dantzig 2d. 

Antwerp     ..         ,.         ..   lid 

AJaccio       lid. 

Stettin        8d. 

Aleppo        ..    *     ..         ..Id. 

Tangier 2*d. 

Tokio  3rd. 
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PORTUGAL. 

MADEIRA. 

Consul  Crawford  to  the  Marquis  of  Salisbury. 

My  Lard,  FunchaJ,  August  22,  1896. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inclose  my  Trade  Report  for  the  year 
1895. 

I  very  much  regret  that,  for  reasons  which  I  have  explained 
to  your  Lordship,  this  Report  is  forwarded  so  late. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        GEO.  W.  CRAWFORD. 


Report  on  the  Trade  of  Madeira  for  the  Year  1895. 

Abstract  of  Contents. 
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The  general  condition  of  trade  in  Madeira  during  the  yearGenci*1 
1895   presents  no  very   striking  characteristics.     There   was  a wmar  *" 
steady  increase  both  in  the  matter  of  exports  and  imports  over 
the  returns  for  1893,  which  were  the  last  published  statistics. 

It  seems  necessary  to  repeat  what  has  frequently  been  stated 
(2262) 
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Discharging. 


Provisions. 
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Seamrtn'k 
Ho*pit  L 


in  reports  from  this  Consulate,  that  if  British  manufacturers  wish 
to  extend  their  trade  here  and  compete  successfully  with  German 
and  Freuch  merchants,  they  must  make  up  their  minds  to  send 
out  cheaper  goods,  and  also  be  properly  represented  by  com- 
mercial travellers  speaking  the  language  of  the  country.  The 
custom  dues  are  so  heavy  that  buyers  naturally  look  for  the 
cheapest  market,  and  in  this  respect  England  cannot,  at  present, 
compete  with  Germany  or  France. 

The  prosperity  of  the  island  depends  greatly  on  the  number  of 
winter  visitors,  and  last  season  must  be  counted  as  a  distinctly 
good  one.  There  were  2,350  foreign  visitors,  of  whom  by  far  the 
largest  proportion  were  of  British  nationality. 

Annex  No.  1  contains  a  statement  of  the  total  number  of  ships 
which  entered  and  cleared  at  the  port  of  Funchal  in  1895.  It 
shows  an  increase  of  63  vessels  over  the  year  1893 ;  and  in 
British  vessels  an  increase  of  39. 

m  It  is  probable  that  many  more  vessels  would  make  Madeira  a 
port  oi  call  were  it  not  for  the  greater  advautfcges  ami  facilities 
afforded  in  the  Canary  Islands. 

The  following  information  regarding  charges  on  shipping,  &c, 
in  the  port  of  Funchal  may  be  of  interest. 

Although  an  open  roadstead,  the  anchorage  is  safe  except 
during  southerly  gales,  which  occur  but  very  seldom  during  the 
winter  months.  On  one  occasion,  in  1895,  several  vessels  were 
lying  in  shelter  at  the  north  of  this  island  for  three  or  four  days, 
unable  to  anchor  at  Funchal,  owing  to  one  such  gale. 

The  average  rise  and  fall  of  tide  is  7  feet,  and  the  depth  at 
which  vessels  anchor  is  from  10  to  15  fathoms.  The  depth  in- 
creases very  quickly. 

Welsh  cool  is  plentifully  supplied,  the  average  stock  kept 
being  from  10,000  to  12,00Q  ions.  The  price  at  present  is  18*.  6rf. 
per  ton  alongside. 

Stone  ballast  is  furnished  at  a  cost  of  Is.  Od.  per  ton. 

Water  is  plentiful,  but  at  present  it  is  not  good,  as  is  explained 
more  fully  further  on.  It  is  pumped  from  barges,  and  costs  1/.  5s. 
per  1,000  gallons. 

Discharging  is  done  into  lighters,  which  are  fairly  plentiful. 
From  50  to  400  tons  per  day  can  be  discharged  according  to  the 
vessel's  facilities.  The  capacity  of  the  lighters  is  from  10  to  12 
tons  for  general  goods,  and  100  tons  for  coal.  The  rates  for 
lighters  are  about  10s.  per  ton,  and  for  lighterage  Is.  to  2s.  per  ton 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  cargo. 

Fresh  meat  is  plentiful  and  of  good  quality,  at  about  Qd. 
per  lb. ;  and  excellent  fruit  and  vegetables  are  to  be  had  all  the 
year  round. 

The  visit  of  the  port  medical  officer  is  supposed  to  be  free,  but 
it  is  usual  to  give  a  gratuity.  If  a  vessel  is  placed  in  quarantine 
there  is  a  small  fee  for  the  guard. 

The  fee  charged  frr  3eamen  at  the  Seamen's  Hospital  is  half  a 
dollar  (2s.  2\d.)  per  day. 

There  appears  to  be»a  considerable  amount  of  ignorance  among 
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shipping  agents  as  to  what  is  required  of  a  master  having  to  , 

transact  business  at  the  Consulate.  It  is  therefore  well  to  draw 
attention  to  the  fact  that  on  all  such  occasions  the  ship  master 
must  produce  his  articles  of  agreement  for  inspection.  Much 
inconvenience  and  delay  has,  on  several  occasions,  been  caused  by 
this  formality  being  neglected. 

The  total  value  of  the  exports  from  Madeira  in  1895  was  Exports. 
205,940/.,  showing  an  increase  of  14,076/.  over  1893.     Wine  and 
embroidery  were  chiefly  responsible  for  this  increase. 

The  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  during,  the  same  period 
fell  by  27,262/.,  a  diminution  most  probably  caused  by  the  ship- 
ment of  wine  to  Russia  and  France  direct,  instead  or  to  British 
ports  for  trans-shipment. 

The  export  of  wine  amounted  .to  5,854  pipes  of  the  value  of  Wine. 
167,948/.,  as  against  5,168  pipes  valued  at    150,947/.  in  1893. 
Kussia  and  France  were  the  chief  buyers. 

Very  strict  regulations  were  issued  by  tha  Government  during 
the  year  with  a  view  to  ensuring  the  •  purity  of  the  wine  ;  and 
heavy  penalties  are  to  be  imposed  on  anyone  who-  may  be  found 
selling  wine  adulterated  with  apple  juice  or  other  extracts. 

Embroidery  shows  a  very  remarkable  "increase,  50  £  tons  having  Embroidery 
been  exported,  as  compared  with  11£  tons  in  1893,  the  respective 
values  being  8,969/.  and  2,011/. 

Annex  No.  2  contains  a  detailed  statement  of  the  amount  and  Import?, 
value  of- the  principal  articles  exported. 

The  total  value  of  the  imports  was  230,341/.,  as  compared  with 
156,669/.  in  1893.     The  proportion  in  which  this  amount  is  divided  . 
amongst  the  principal  countries  trading  with  the  island  will  be 
found  in  Annex  3,  and  the  following  table  shows  the  chief  articles 
imported,  and  their  values  : — 


ArtioltB.  I      Quantity.      I         Value. 


To  s.  I  £ 

Cok\         ;  77,014  !  45,S17 

Drvgodi           '         110  ;  21,973 

Maize !  8,0.1  50,8c0 

Wheat '  4,111  !  40,017 

Hie         639             f       5,767 

Other  articles ..  I  05,283 


The  breakwater  joining  the  Loo  Hock  to  the  island,  which  was  Public  works, 
commenced  in  1885  and  finished  in  1890  at  a  cost  of  100,000/., 
was  almost  entirely  demolished  in  1892  by  a  violent  southerly  gale. 
It  was  resolved  to  reconstruct  it,  and  the  work  was  entrusted  to  a 
French  firm,  Messrs.  Cambemale,  Michelon,  and  Maury.  It  wag 
completed  last  year  at  a  cost  of  20,000/.  This  breakwater  certainly 
gives  shelter  to  a  number  of  small  craft  and  facilitates  the  landing 
of  passengers  in  sic  rmy  weather,  but  the  advantages  it  confers 
cannot  be  considered  as  at  all  a  reasonable  equivalent  for  what  it 
has  cost.  v  .'.•-> 
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Rdnfali.  The  raiufall  daring  the  year  was  so  phenomenal  that  I  think  it 

may  be  of  interest  to  give  the  following  detailed  statement  of  it, 
which  was  very  carefully  noted  by  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Bell: — 

Rainfall  at  Funchal  in  1895  (250  feet  above  Sea-Level). 

Month.  Inches. 


January '  5*75 

February \  9*12 

March 2  97 

April           |  4'07 

May            ;  -57 

Judo ..         ..  *45 

July  

Angnrt       , 

September '  fi-58 

October ;  18*43 

Norember I  7*04 

December '  3  30 


Total  57-28 


As  the  average  rainfall  during  a  period  of  19  years  has  been 
estimated  at  26*02  inches,  it  will  be  seen  that  in  1895  there  was  an 
excess  of  31'26  inches,  the  bulk  of  which  fell  during  the  months  of 
September  and  October. 
Vablic  jjodtb.  During  the  greater  part  of  the  year  the  public  health  was  good, 
*  but  in  the  autumn  typhoid  fever  made  its  appearance  and  rapidly 
spread  until  it  assumed  the  proportions  of  an  epidemic.  It. has 
continued  to  be  more  or  less  prevalent  up  to  the  present  time,  and 
I  regret  to  say  several  English  visitors  were  amongst  its  victims. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  epidemic  is  entirely  due  to  the 
bad  water  supplied  to  the  town.  After  much  delay  the  Municipal 
Authorities  had  the  water  from  every  fountain  analysed.  The 
result  was  somewhat  alarming  as  it  was  found  that  only  one 
fountain  in  the  town  contained  water  fit  for  consumption.  My 
own  experience  of  this  single  fountain  has  been  that  after  using 
the  water  from  it  for  a  fortnight  in  a  Pasteur  filter,  the  candles  of 
the  filter  were  thickly  coated  with  slime. 

As  I  have  already  reported  to  your  Lordship,  the  Town  Council 
have  now  invited  tenders  for  the  erection  of  water  works.  It  is 
sincerely  to  be  hoped  that  the  scheme  may  be  carried  out,  for  until 
this  is  done  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  persons  visiting 
Madeira  run  a  very  serious  risk  of  infection. 

There  is,  I  believe,  no  town  in  the  world  which  could  have  a 
purer  or  better  water  supply  than  Funchal.  The  water  comes 
from  far  up  in  the  hills,  but  instead  of  being  brought  to  the  town 
in  pipe?  it  is  run  down  in  open  gutters.  The  inevitable  result  is 
that  at  every  cottage  it  passes  the  inhabitants  may  be  seen  washing 
their  clothes  and  other  articles  in  the  gutter.  Thus  the  water  is 
completely  contaminated  when  it  reaches  the  fountains  in  town. 
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Annex  2. — PetAjrn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Madeira 
during  the  Years  1895-93. 


1893. 


Articles.              1                         .--_ 

•     j                     (     Quantity. 

Value.        '     Quantity. 

Value. 

Wine       Pipes       ...!          6,864 

Embroidery       ...        ...Tons        ...»              W>t 

VeKetables  and  fruit    ...       „           ...           2,006 
Wlckerwork       ...        ...      „           ...j              42* 

Other  articles     „           ... 

£      : 

167.948                 6,168 

8,969      i                Hi 

8.201                 1  676 

»42    .                U» 

20,480      ,                 2| 

£ 
160.947 
2,011 
6,896 
1,944 
68,066 

Total        :  Pipes        ,..j          *,864\ 

„           Tons        ...]       '  2,099 J 

»M«0      j{       1$%} 

219,864 

Annex  3. — Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Madeira  from  and  to  Foreign  Countries 
during  the  Years  1895-93. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Import*. 

- 

1895. 

1893. 

1895.  ' 

1898. 

£ 

£     . 

£ 

£ 

Great  Britain  . . 

70,286 

97,548 

114,^99 

98,090 

RuFsia 

40,352 

2,860 

54 

59 

Germany 

34,  00              24,580 

13,186 

5,606 

Morocco 

50       !               81 

83,74*       i        11,510 

France  .. 

£9,642-     ! 

3,075      1          1,380 

America           .  -         .. 

33       j            610 

49,728      •        28,354 

Other  countries 

30,777      j       66,185 

15,955       ,        11,720 

Total     .. 

205  940-           191,864 

230,341 

166,669 
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New  Series  of  Reports. 


Reports  of  the  Annual  Series  have  been  issued  from  Her  Majesty's 
Diplomatic  and  Consular  Officers  at  the  followiug  places,  and  may  be 
obtained  from  the  sources  indicated  on  the  title-page : — 


No.  Price. 

1698.  Jerusalem Id. 

1699.  Cherbourg 2d. 

1700.  Leghorn       lid. 

1701.  Boston         lid. 

1702.  Kiungckow Id. 

1708.  Naples         2*d. 

1704.  Stockholm    .,         ..         ..  2d. 

1705.  Corunna 2d. 

1706.  Rio  de  Janeiro        ..         ..  2|d. 

1707.  San  Jose" Id. 

1708.  Paramaribo 2d. 

1709.  Brest ljd. 

1710.  Montevideo Jd. 

1711.  Charleston 2id. 

1712.  Baltimore Id. 

1713.  Tripoli         Id. 

1714.  Callao          id. 

1715.  Ningpo         Id. 

1716.  Dunkirk lid. 

1717.  Batoum        2d. 

1718.  Hankow       lid. 

1719.  Foochow 3id. 

1720.  Sjra id. 

1721.  Panama       Id. 

3722.  Batavia        lid. 

1728.  Genoa           3d. 

1724.  Caglian       2jd. 

1725.  Chicago       7§d. 

1726.  Trieste         Id. 

1727.  Hakodate Id. 

1728.  Mannheim Id. 

1729.  Panama       Id. 

1780.  Caracas         Id. 

1781.  Riga 6id. 

1782.  Tokio           lid. 

1733.  Tainan          ]d. 

1734.  Portland 3d. 

1735.  Fiume          lid. 

1786.  Taganrog 2d. 

1787.  Swatow        id. 

1738.  Chungking lid. 

1739.  Angora        ..         ..         ..lid. 

1740.  Shanghai 2id. 

1741.  Bilbao          Sit1. 

1742.  Tahiti          lid. 

1743.  New  Caledonia       ..         ..  lid. 

1744.  Amoy           lid. 

1745.  Ichang         Id. 

1746.  Herlin           id 

1747.  Bio  de  Janeiro        ..         ..  5£d. 

1748.  Porto  Bico lid. 

1749.  Montevideo lid. 

1750.  San  Francisco          ..         ..  3d. 

1751.  Cayenne id. 

1752.  Frankfort     ..         ..         ..3d. 

1753.  Malaga                    ..         ..  8id. 

1754.  S6ul ..Id. 

1765.  Copenhagen..         .,        ..  3d. 


No. 
1756. 
1757. 
1758. 
1759. 
1760. 
1761. 
1762. 
1768. 
1764. 
1765. 
1766. 
17J57. 
1768. 
1769, 
1770. 
1771. 
1772. 
1773. 
1774. 
1775. 
1776. 
1777. 
1778. 
1779. 
1780. 
1781. 
1782. 
1783. 
1784. 
1785. 
1786. 
1787. 
1788. 
1789. 
1790. 
1791. 
1792. 
1793. 
1794. 
1795. 
1796. 
1797. 
1798. 
1799. 
1800. 
1801. 
1802. 
1803. 
1804. 
1805. 
1806. 
1807. 
1808. 
1809 
1810. 
1811. 
1812. 
1813. 


Nice.. 

Lisbon 

Nagasaki 

Hamburg     .. 

Mozambique 

CeUinje* 

The  Hague  . . 

Cephalonia   .  • 

Bahia 

Zanzibar 

Pakhoi 

New  York   .. 

Chefoo 

Caracas 

Palermo      . .     { 

Mombasa     .  • 

Nice ..         •• 

Bucharest    . . 

Port  Said     .. 

Galatz 

Madrid 

Tienna 

Canton 

Yokohama  .. 

Newchwang . . 

Wuhu 

Athens 

Tonga  %. 

Smyrna 

Baghdad 

Hiogo  and  Osaka    . 

Bangkok 

Odessa 

Naples 

Beyrout 

Tunis 

Kiukiang 

Bangkok 

Rio  Grande  do  Sul , 

Valparaiso   .. 

Brindisi 

Bushire 

Christian ia  .. 

Cadiz  ..         , 

Meshed 

St  Petersburg 

Batoum        . .         , 

Peking 

Samoa 

Dantzig 

Antwerp 

Aj«ccio        ..         , 

Stettin         ..         , 

Aleppo 

Tangier 

Tokio  »•     •    < 

Madeira 

VeraCrm    .. 


Price. 
.     Id. 

.  lid. 
.     1<L 

.  2i<L 

.  2d. 

.  lid. 

•  lid. 

•  Id. 
.  Id. 
.  lid. 
.  Id. 
.  2d. 
.  Id. 
.  ad. 

Hid. 

.  id. 

.  lid, 

.  4id. 

.  lid. 

.  u 


2d. 

Id. 
lid. 

Id. 

Id. 

2d. 

id. 

id. 

Id. 
4Jd. 

Id. 

2d. 

2d. 

Id. 
lid. 

3d. 

Id. 

Id. 

4<L 
2i<L 

2d. 
5i<L 

2d. 
2Jd. 
4id. 

Id. 

3d. 

id. 

2d. 
lid. 
IK 

3d. 

Id. 
2|d. 
Siu. 

id. 

Id. 
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,  :    Reference  to  previous  Beport,  Annual  Series  No.  1634. 


PORTUGAL. 

OPORTO. 

,  Consul  Hay '-Netoton  to  the  Marquis  of  Salisbury. 

My  iLord,  Oporto9  August  29, 1896. 

I  h^ve  the  hoiwror  to  transmit  herewith  my  Annual  Report 
for  1895.;  The  reason  for  not  sending  it  earlier  in  the  year  is  the 
imptesibility  of  obtaining  the  necessary  information  from  the 
Portiigoesc  authorities,  and  the  consequent  delay  in  procuring  it 
through  other  sources. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        F.  HAY-NEWTON. 


Heparton  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Oporto  for  the  Year  1895. 
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Page 
Portugal— 

General  remarks        . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         .  •       2 

Trade  and  commerce  8 

Revenue  of  Oporto  Custom-house •  •       4 

Real  nod  declared  values  of  imports  and  exports . .       4 

Table  showing  values  of  imports  from  some  countries     •  •         . .         •  •       5 

Imports ,         . .  6, 7, 8 

Exports  .8,9 

8 tupping. and  navigation       ••         ••         *•        ••        •«        ••        ••       9 

Population  and  industries . .         . .         . .  9, 10 

Tublic  -works  . .  ...        . .         . .  . .         . .  . .  . .  •  •     10 

Return  of  shipping  at  the-  Port  of  Oporto. .         * .         . .         •  •         . .      11 
Return  of  shipping  at  the  Port  of  Leixoes  (Oporto)        ..         .,         ..     12 

(2261)  A  2 

Digitized  by  LiOOQ IC 


PORTUGAL. 


Increase  in 
imports  and 
exports.       / 
And  in 
customs 
revenue. 
Exchange. 

Unsatisfac- 
tory state  of 
native  banks. 


Not  very 
much  felt  by 
trade 
generally. 


Healthy  state 
of  commercial 
body. 


Few  failures. 

British 
imports. 
Could  be 
improved. 

Travellers 
wanted;  or 
agents. 
Not  circulars. 


Circular*  sent 
to  Consulate. 


The  year  1895  was  not  remarkable  for  any  extraordinary  cir- 
cumstances connected  with  trade.  As  will  be  seen  by  the  various 
tables,  both  the  imports  and  the  exports  show  an  increase  over 
the  preceding  year,  and  an  increase  of  about  10-2  per  cent,  is 
observable  in  the  revenue  of  the  Oporto  custom-house. 

Exchange  has  not  oscillated  much,  the  premium  on  gold  having 
averaged,  roughly,  30  per  cent. 

Mention  has  been  made  of  the  bad  state  in  which  the  native 
banks  here  found  themselves,  owing  to  the  large  amount  of  capital 
locked  up  in  the  unproductive  Salamanca  railway,  and  it  was 
hoped  that  after  they  had,  with  two  exceptions,  joined  together  in 
the  formation  of  one  bank,  the  Government  would  have  come1  to 
the  rescue  to  free  it,  and  consequently  to  a  certain  extent  to  free 
this  district,  from  a  burden  which  seems  heavily  felt.  Nothing 
appears,  however,  to  have  been  done  towards  the  liquidation  of 
this  unfortunate  business,  and  though  the  amalgamated  establish- 
ment is  said  to  be  doing  a  steady  if  not  a  flourishing  business,  the 
public  would  not  appear  to  be  convinced  of  its  state  of  prosperity. 
It  was  only  in  1894  that  the  amalgamated  assets  were  valued  by 
a  joint  committee  of  the  late  banks,  with  a  view  to  arriving  at  the 
value  of  the  new  shares  (fixed  at  1,000$000  each),  but  these  shares 
do  not  now  obtain  in  the  open  market  much  more  than  half  the 
amount  at  which  they  had  so  been  valued.  To  a  certain  degree 
this  may  have  affected  trade,  owing  to  want  of  facilities  in  obtain- 
ing discounts,  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  this  is  now  so  much  felt, 
and  consequently  the  non-success  of  the  banks  is  more  a  question 
of  loss  to  the  shareholders  than  to  the  general  public.  As  I 
pointed  out  in  a  previous  report,  it  would  be  unfair  not  to  make  a 
distinction  between  the  commercial  community  and  the  State, 
whatever  may  be  the  present  condition  of  the  latter's  finances,  the 
formed  behaved  with  great  credit  to  themselves  in  the  acute  period 
of  the  crisis,  and  has  maintained  its  healthy  condition  since. 

Failures  have  been  very  few  and  unimportant. 

With  regard  to  British  imports  there  has  been  an  improve- 
ment over  1894,  but  I  find  it  is  the  general  opinion  that  notwith- 
standing an  adverse  tariff  and  other  impediments,  our  trade  could 
possibly  be  further  improved  here,  but  if  this  is  to  be  done  it  will 
be  by  the  personal  exertions  of  competent  travellers  or  agents. 
It  is  of  little  or  no  use  flooding  the  place  with  English  circulars. 
Some  manufacturers  at  home  seem  to  imagine  that  when  they 
have  applied  to,  and  oblained  from  the  Consul  a  list  of  customers 
of  the  article  in  which  they  deal,  and  posted  circulars  and  price 
lists  to  the  various  addresses,  they  have  done  something  to 
advance  their  interests.  It  is  my  opinion  that  this  only  repre- 
sents (so  far  at  least  as  this  place  is  concerned)  so  much  loss  of 
time,  labour,  and  expense.  Not  unfrequently  catalogues  are  sent 
to  the  Consulate  with  the  request  that  they  may  be  kept  in  case 
of  inquiries  being  made  by  importers.  These,  however,  are  not 
in  the  habit  of  calling  at  this  office  on  such  business. 
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Trade  and  Commerce. 

In  attempting  to  compile  a  report  on  the  trade  of  this  district  Statistics, 
it  is  hardly  possible  to  avoid  prefacing  it  by  the  statement,  over  Taf^  ** 
and  over  again  repeated,  that  no  official  statistics  are  obtainable.  Incomplete,' 
There  is,  indeed,  a  statistical  department  in  the  custom-house,  but  and  not 
the  results  of  their  labours  are  sent  to  Lisbon  and  incorporated  "^^V 
with   the  statistics  of  the  other  custom-houses.      The    Oporto Bccura 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  as  has  also  been  stated,  publish,  late  in 
the  year  following  that  with  which  they  deal,  a  quantity  of  tables 
obtained  for  them  by  a  clerk  in  the  custom-house.    The  tables 
are  no  doubt  compiled  with  care,  but  evidently  cannot  be  abso- 
lutely relied  on.     The  export  figures  represent  the  amount,  not  of 
the  goods  or  produce  actually  exported,  but  of  those  cleared  for 
exportation,  whether  they  are  actually  shipped  or  not  to  their 
intended  destination.    England,  for  instance,  figures  in  1894  and 
1895  as  the  country  of  destination  of  1,710  and  960  head  of  cattle 
respectively,  whereas  for  a  well-known  reason,  not  one  single  head 
could  have  been  really  exported.      The  explanation  lies  in  the 
fact  that  this  cattle,  intended  for  the  greater  part,  if  not  wholly, 
for  Havre*  was,  through  inadvertence  or  owing  to  some  other 
circumstance,  cleared  for  England.     Again,  the  values  given  in 
the  tables  should  in  all  probability  be  allowed  some  latitude,  and 
as  there  are  now  not  very  many  items  in  the  tariff  on  which  an  ad 
valorem  duty  is  levied,  it  is  not  likely  that  merely  for  statistical 
purposes  any  very  strict  supervision  is  exercised  over  the  values 
declared  by  the  exporters  and  receivers  of  merchandise  or  their 
brokers.     It  is  to  this  want  of  general  trustworthy  tables  of  im- 
ports and  exports  of  the  various  classes  of  goods,  and  the  necessity 
for  obtaining  partial  returns  from  private  individuals,  that  must 
give  a  report  founded  on  such  sources  of  information  a  somewhat 
disjointed  appearance. 

With  regard  to  the  following  table  the  figures  should  be  exact,  Serenas  of 
as  it  is  a  case  of  values  actually  levied  and  encashed.  oustom-house. 


#  A  notion  is  prevalent  here  among  some  people  that  the  cattle  Lj  only  sent  to 
France  to  be,  so  to  speak,  naturalised,  and  tben  sent  on  to  England.  As  a  matter 
pf  fact,  it  goes  to  Paris, 

(2261) 
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POKTtTOAL. 

Revenue  of  the  Oporto  Custom-House  during  the  Tears 
1893-95.* 


Amount. 

Source  of  Revenue. 

1893. 

1894. 

1895. 

Duties    on    imports    (except 

cereals  and  tobacco) 
Duties  on  cereals         . .         • . 
Duties  on  exports        . , 
Barrier  dues     •  • 

Fish  duos          

Octroi •• 

Landing  dueef 

Sundries           

£         «. 

1,069,891    6 
121,225  19 
39,540  12 
21,664  11 
4,478    7 
58,268  15 
16,185  11 
15,830    4 

£         *. 

1^71,090  18 
89,515  12 
86,826    1 
17,980  17 
5,085    8 
47,989    2 
14>207    2 
17,240  15 

£         t. 

1,283,894  19 
119,068  15 
41,252    0 
17,197    6 
8,500  10 
48,801    1 
15,008    2 
15,027  16 

Total 

1,341,580    5 

1,899,885  15 

1,548,740    9 

*  Converted  into  sterling  at  the  par  of  exohange,  the  premium  on  gold  being 
variable. 

f  I.e.,  about  (at  present  exchange)  44.  per  ton  on  coal,  coke,  and  sulphur,  and 
about  lOJrf.  on  general  cargo. 


Real  or  Declared  Values  of  Imports  and  Exports  during  the 
Year  1894-95. 


Classes  In  Tariff. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1804. 

1896. 

1894. 

1896. 

4 

4 

4 

4 

1.  Animals,  liring  .«.       ...       M 

845 

607 

49,778 

24,486 

2.  Raw  materials  for  use  in  arts  and  in- 

dustries  

1,092,602 

1,037,196 

91,814 

110,040 

3.  Tarns,   tissues,   felts,   and  manufactures 

thereof  ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ... 

800,401 

846,694 

7,940 

31,124 

4.  Alimentary  substances           

699,167 

783,670 

1,642,024 

1.773,604 

5.  Apparatus,  instruments,  machinery,  and 

implements  employed  in  science,   arts, 
industry,  and  agriculture;  arms,  yesaels, 

and  carriages 

97,118 

94,466 

1,269 

2,113 

6.  Miscellaneous  manufactures 

182,884 

197,833 

319,709 

190,667 

Tares       „• 

Ml  7 

7,361 

Total      

2,379,2*4 

2,467,726 

2,012,624 

2,131,923 

*  These  figures  were  conyerted  into  sterling  at  the  conTontional  rate  of  63400  reis  per  U.  This 
is  not  the  real  or  average  exchange  for  these  years,  but  it  is  that  at  which  it  is  understood  the  calcu- 
lations are  made  in  the  custom-house. 
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PORTUGAL. 


Bice. 


Sugar. 


Dry  codfish. 


Oram. 


I  will  now  take  some  classes  of  imports  and  make  such 
remarks  thereon  as  I  am  able  from  personal  observation  and  trust- 
worthy information. 

There  was  an  increase  of  about  36  per  cent,  over  1894,  when 
the  importation  had  been  slightly  under  that  for  the  previous 
year.  No  figures  are  given  showing  the  countries  from  which  it 
came. 

The  increase  in  the  total  imports  of  sugar  was.  slight,  but 
whereas  that  of  British  origin  only  increased  by  about  82  per 
cent.,  the  percentage  of  Germany's  increase  was  about  111.  In 
other  countries  there  was  a  decrease,  and  with  respect  to  France 
and  Holland  a  heavy  one.  The  large  importation  from  Germany 
is,  I  understand,  attributable  to  the  appearance  on  the  market  of  a 
beetroot  sugar  from  Brunswick,  dry,  cheap,  and  slightly  under 
type  No.  20,  Dutch  standard. 

Here  there  was  a  large  increase  in  the  British  fish  over  its 
rival  the  Norwegiau  one.  Large  quantities  of  the  former  were 
pressed  on  the  market  at  the  close  of  last  year,  possibly  for 
financial  reasons  not  unconnected  with  the  financial  crisis  in 
Newfoundland,  this  market  being,  not  only  the  largest  in  the 
world  for  this  commodity,  but  also  considered  the  best  as  regards 
safety  in  the  matter  of  payments.  The  Norwegians,  on  the  other 
hand,  seem  to  have  had  a  poor  fishing  season,  and  to  have  been 
unwilling  to  submit  to  the  fall  in  prices  towards  the  end  of  the 
year,  the  natural  consequence  of  the  circumstance  above  men- 
tioned. The  following  is  a  trustworthy  table  of  the  Imports  for 
the  last  10  years : — 


Year. 


Quantity. 


I  Newfoundland.      Norwegian. 


1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 


1894 
1895 


Cwt*. 
180,785 
149,247 
168,908 
181,954 
103,191 
188,262 
128,211 
106,004 

96,057 
168,227 


Cwte. 
64,926 
52,630 
63,933 
95,150 

135,405 
98,693 
93,362 

163,165 


129,558 


Total 


Cwte. 
245,661 
201,877 
227,841 
277,104 
238,596 
231,955 
216,563 
369,169 
302,308 
297,785 


The  following  are  the  figures  relating  to  wheat  for  the  last 
4  years.     No  maize  or  flour  seem  to  have  been  imported. 


Year. 


1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 


Quantity. 


Quarters. 
125,133 
185,346 
98,428 
121,913 
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The  importation  of  cereals  is  not  free.  Grain  can  only  be 
imported  after  the  exhaustion  of  the  stocks  of  native  growth,  and 
then  only  by  certain  mill-owners  and  in  certain  fixed  quantities, 
the  rate  of  duty  varyiug  According  to  the  price  of  cereals. 

There  was  a  decrease  in  the  imports  of  coal  of  11*95  per  cent.  Coal, 
as  compared  with  1894,  which,  on  the  other  hand,  had  been  about 
42*29  per  cent  over  the  previous  one.    The  attempt  made'  to 
introduce  Spanish  coal  failed,  as  it  could  not  compete  with  the 
British  one. 

Imports  of  Coal. 


Year. 

Quantity. 

1893          

1894          

1895          

Tons. 

90,441 
128,268 
114,572 

Although  unable  to  support  the  statement  by  any  figures,  I  Butter, 
believe  the  importation  from  England  continues  to  decline,  owing 
chiefly    to   the  increased    and    improved   manufactory    in    the 
country. 

Here  also  no  figures  can  be  given,  but  the  information  was  Textile*, 
obtained  from  reliable  authorities. 

No  heavy  goods  have  been  imported,  but  a  moderate  trade  Grey  cloth*, 
has  been  done  in  very  light  and  fine  grey  goods  for  printing  and 
bleaching. 

Notwithstanding  the  very  high  import  duty  (80  to  140  per  Printed 
cent.)  there  is  a  somewhat  extensive  trade  in  the  very  best  types  calicoes, 
of  prints,  and  it  is  said  that  those  printers  who  have  oflered 
novelties  in  cloth,  in  fashionable  but  modest  styles,  have  obtained 
good  orders.  Of  the  cheaper  and  more  common  class  of  prints, 
none  have  been  imported,  as  the  trade  is  supplied  at  cheap  rates 
by  the  Lisbon  print  works. 

Of  these,  very  commonly  used  as  head  coverings,  considerable  Prin*«d 
quantities  came  from  Vienna  and  Alsace.*  handkerchiefs 

Black  and  coloured,  plain  and  figured,  continue  to  be  imported  Bradford 
to  a  certain  extent.  good*. 

This  applies  also  to  Orleans  of  very  neat  designs  and  modest  Orleans, 
colours,  bright  colours  are  not  suitable. 

*  In  this  connection  a  gentleman  here,  thoroughly  acquainted  with  this  trade, 
makes  the  following  remarks :  "  These  factories  do  not  sell  cheap  compared  with 
the  home  printers;  but  while  Lancashire  and  Scotch  handkerchiefs  have  quite 
ceased  to  be  imported  (except  in  insignificant  quantities),  these  have  a  regular  and 
increasing  sale.  It  would  be  well  for  the  home  printers  to  take  a  lesson  from  these 
continental  print  works,  which  are  owned  by  very  large  companies — in  fact,  their 
works  are  like  towns.  Everything  is  conducted  in  the  most  economical,  systematic, 
and  most  modern  method ;  all  old  slip-shod  work,  which  is  so  characteristic  of  some 
of  the  Lancashire  printers,  is  completely  discarded,  and  only  real  good  work  is 
permitted.  The  well-trained  foremen  make  inferior  work  almost  an  impossibility, 
and  artists  of  first  rate  ability  are  employed)  in  making  new  designs," 
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porttoaL 


Cashmeres. 
Dress  serges. 


Lustres  and 
felte. 


Of  the  lighter  qualities,  for  ladies'  dresses,  meet  with  a  con- 
siderable demand. 

When  manufactured  light,  have  some  sale  ;  the  heavy  classes 
are  made  in  the  country.  The  French  are  our  only  competitors  in 
this. 

Have  been  coming  in  to  some  extent. 


Wine. 


Exports. 

Quantities  of  wine  exported  to  England  during  the  years  1890 
to  1895 :— 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Gallon*. 

1890 

4,898,720 

,  .   1891 

•  •    •  *    »•    •#    •• 

4,881,269 

1892 

5,838,548 

1808 

8,372,174 

1894 

3,168,840 

1895 

3,587,442 

Brandy, 
duties  on. 


Now  made 
in  oountrj. 


1895  vintage. 

Vintage 
proipects. 

Fruit;  onions 
Oranges. 

Slat*. 


The  question  of  duty  on  brandy,  about  which  there  was  a 
considerable  agitation  some  time  ago,  and  which  did  not  seem 
easy  of  solution  on  account  of  the  conflicting  interests  involved, 
appears  now  to  have  been  shelved,  which  is  perhaps  just  as  well  in 
the  interests  of  the  wine  shippers,  as  it  seems  quite  as  likely  that  the 
duties  would  be  raised  as  that  they  would  be  lowered.  A  con- 
siderable quantity  of  wine~brattdy  fe  now  being  made  in  various 
parts  of  the  oountry,  and  at  a  lower  figure  than  Spanish  brandy 
can  be  imported  with  present  duties.  The  quality  of  the  brandy, 
however,  varies  considerably,  and  much  of  it  is  far  from  good, 
owing  to  its  being  made  from  defective  and  adulterated  wines. 
Shippers  therefore  have  to  exercise  especial  care  in  the  purchase 
of  brandy  or  wine  for  distillation. 

The  wines  of  this  vintage  da  not  show  signs  of  improvement, 
and  the  greater  quantity  are  only  fit  for  cheap  wines. 

The  vintage  prospects  in  the  Douro  are  at  present  decidedly 
good,  though- it  is  of  cou«se  impossible  to  tell  what  may  happen 
between  this  and  the  end  of  September  or  beginning  of  October. 

The  total  exports  of  onions  from  Oporto  during  the  year  1895 
are  roughly  put  down  at  between  170,000  and  175,000,  but  there 
is  no  precise  information  obtainable  on  the  subject. 

Tho  trade  in  this  fruit  seems  to  be  falling  off  very  much. 
From  October  1,  1895,  to  May  21  in  the  current  year  23,105 
cases,  as  against  987,896  cases  from  Valencia,  Denia,  and  Malaga, 
and  230,817  boxes  from  Jaffa. 

This  shows  an  increase  in  the  shipments,  one  firm  alone  having 
shipped  about  7,000  tons  to  Great  Britain.  This  being  an  article 
of  low  value,  it  is  somewhat  hampered  by  the  export  duty  of  1£ 
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per  cent,  ad  valorem,  in  addition  to  stamps,  fees,  and  the  like  at 
the  custom-house. 

Skipping  and  Navigation. 

Annexes  A  and  B  show  the  continued  preponderance  of  the 
British  flag  (over  86  per  cent,  of  the  total  tonnage)  and  the 
steady  increase  of  the  shipping  resorting  to  the  harbour  of 
Leix5es.  With  regard  to  this  latter  port,  of  146  steamers  which 
left  for  Brazil,  100  were  British,  30  German,  11  French,  and  5 
Portuguese.  The  Government  have  engaged  to  supply  this  port 
at  an  early  date  with  an  additional  lighthouse  on  the  north  mole, 
and  with  mooring  buoys. 


Population  and  Industries. 

No  figures  of  the  population  have  been  published  since  those  Population, 
given  for  1890  (and  which  were  probably  under  the  mark),  but  if    ■ 
the  extensive  building  of  new  houses  be  a  criterion,  the  popula-  Signs  of 
tion  of  this  city  must  be  steadily  increasing.    According  to  the  increase, 
figures  published  in  a  local  newspaper,  Oporto  claims  the  un-  Unheaithinees 
enviable  distinction  of  being  the  most  unhealthy  city  in  Europe,  a  °*  *%• 
statement  which  no  one  who  has  walked  in  its  streets  will  have 
much  difficulty  in  believing.     The   sanitation  of  the  city  is  a 
subject  which,  nevertheless,  would  appear  to  have  been  for  a  long 
time  neglected,  but  it  is  a  matter  which  is  now  receiving  some 
attention  from  the  press,  and  it  is  hoped  that  something  will 
shortly  be  done  to  provide  the  city  with  a  proper  system  of  Expected 
drainage,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Municipal  Chamber  have  now  •wntM7*ln- 
at  their  head  a  gentleman  of  well-known  scientific  attainments pr0Temiin 
and  noted  for  his  eneTgy  and  administrative  capacity. 

Emigration  to  Brazil  continues,  and  so  does  the  non-success  of  Emigration, 
the  measures  taken  to  prevent  it.      From  Leix5es  alone  2,990  R?fcriM^S,iii 
emigrants  left  above  the  number  in  1894  which  was  5,046.    As  toprerentit/ 
a  contrast  to  this    inefficacy  there   are  certain  factors   (chiefly 
custom-house  and  passport  regulations)  which  have  combined  to 
discourage  the  immigration,  so  to  call  it,  of  visitors  to  Portugal ;  Di^u,,— 
and  even  when  once  in  the  country  all  trouble  is  not  over,  as  ment  to 
every  time  people  enter  the  city  of  Lisbon  or  Oporto  luggage  and  foreign 
effects  are   examined  with    results  which    would    scarcely    be^^lto 
believed.     Commenting  on  the  vexatious  treatment  inflicted  on  a 
foreigner  who  had  just  come  into  Portugal,  "a  leading  newspaper 
said,  "  and  complaints  are  made  that  foreigners  do  not  come  here ;  Local  opinion, 
very  foolish  they  would  be  to  do  so,  knowing  what  awaits  them 
in  our  custom-houses." 

Since  this  was  written,  that  is  to  say,  quite  recently,  passports  Passports  no 
are  no  longer  demanded  from  foreigners  leaving  the  country,  and  longer 
it  is  stated  that  orders  have  been  sent  from  the  central  Govern-  fojSj^' 
input  to  the  various  customs  stations  on  the  frontier  that  travellers    ^^ 
are  to  be  treated  in  a  more  "  humane  w  manner. 
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Industrie*. 
Cotton  good*. 


Increase  in 
exports. 

Cotton  mills. 


Bleach  workr 


Woollen 
goods. 


Hosiery. 
Wood-pulp. 

Trawling. 


Great  activity  continues  to  be  shown  in  the  manufacture  of 
cotton  goods,  a  considerable  quantity  of  which  are  exported  to 
Africa,  and  it  is  to  this  market  that  mention  may  be  made  of 
the  relatively  enormous  increase  in  the  exports  under  Class  III  of 
the  tariff  (see  page  4)  the  values*  of  which  were  in  1893  and 
1894,  628/.  and  9,528/.  respectively,  and  rose  in  1895  to  37,349/. 
There  are  now  10  cotton  mills  in  this  district  at  work  and  4  in  the 
course  of  construction.  As  a  rule  the  firms  or  companies  owning 
them  have  a  large  capital,  employ  the  best  foremen,  and  put  down  the 
most  improved  and  modern  machinery.  Strikes  on  a  large  scale 
are  at  present  unknown,  the  operatives  are  quick  at  learning 
under  experienced  foremen,  and  work  at  low  wages  for  10,  11, 
and  12  hours  a  day.  These  factors  go  to  counterbalance  the  initial 
disadvantage  at  which  the  manufacturers  here  are  at  in  the  way 
of  paying  more  for  their  machinery  and  fuel  Should  this  activity 
continue,  it  is  in  every  way  probable  the  north  of  Portugal  will, 
in  the  near  future,  become  a  vast  centre  of  cotton  industries  and 
a  serious  competitor  of  ours  in  the  export  trade  to  Africa. 

As  was  foreshadowed  in  a  previous  report,  there  are  now 
several  bleaching  works  in  Oporto  and  its  neighbourhood,  two  of 
them  having  been  set  up  by  English  engineers  with  the  most 
modern  improvements  in  machinery.  This  has  already  had  the 
effect  of  diminishing  the  importation  of  white  cottons. 

Notwithstanding  the  very  high  protective  duties,  this  industry 
has  not  been  attended  with  the  same  success  as  the  cotton  manu- 
factories, nor  can  the  goods  turned  out  stand  any  comparison  in 
point  of  quality  with  the  cotton  products. 

There  is  a  steam  hosiery  mill  here  which  is  understood  to  be 
doing  well. 

The  English  mill  on  the  Caima  is  increasing  its  output  and 
shipping  the  produce  freely  to  various  ports  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  in  addition  to  what  is  sold  for  consumption  in  the 
country  itself. 

This  industry,  chiefly  carried  on  with  English  capital,  and 
which  might  have  a  far-reaching  effect  on  the  well-being  of  the 
country,  continues  to  be  hampered  by  various  restrictions  in 
addition  to  the  all  but  absolutely  prohibitive  taxation,  and  in  5 
years'  time  it  is  to  cease  altogether. 


Pvblic  Works. 

These  are  practically  at  a  standstill,  and  this  for  obvious 
reasons. 


•  Converted  into  sterling  without  taking  into,  account  the  variable  premium, 
on  gold. 
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Annex  A. — EetDKN  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Oporto  daring 

the  Year  1895. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

nationality. 

' 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

British        

75 

9,105 

242 

142,286 

317 

161,891 

Portuguese 

66 

23,978 

25 

23,860 

81 

47,823 

„          coasting 

219 

19,376 

39 

12,910 

26* 

32,286 

German      

o 

1,285 

183 

107,583 

185 

108,818 

Swedish  and  Nor- 

wegian     

8 

2,469 

63 

24,470 

71 

26,939 

French 

2 

447 

15 

6,694 

17 

7,141 

Spanish       

... 

... 

4 

1,791 

4 

1,791 

Danish       

... 

12 

6,108 

12 

6,108 

Italian        

10 

4,112 

... 

... 

10 

4,112 

Busslan      

... 

... 

6 

3,966 

6 

8,966 

Austrian     

... 

... 

2 

1,279 

2 

1,279 

Brazilian    

2 

718 

... 

... 

i 

718 

Greek        

... 

1 

948 

1 

946 

American   ... 

1 

646 

... 

... 

1 

646 

Belgian      

... 

... 

... 

l>utch 

... 

—. 

... 

.«. 

... 

Other  countries    ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Total   ... 

37ft 

62,081 

592 

831,886 

967 

868,966 

„    Iorl804_ 

860 

69,790 

642 

360,619 

992 

410,309 

,.      „  18*3... 

,869 

66,196 

664 

804,184 

920 

370,379 

C  leaked. 


Selling. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British       

68 

8,194 

241 

139,616 

809 

148,010 

Portuguese 

57 

24,683 

24 

22,203 

81 

46,886 

„        coasting 

215 

19,020 

36 

11,976 

261 

30,996 

German     

2 

1,235 

179 

106,207 

181 

107,442 

Swedish  and  Nor- 

wegian     

7 

2,272 

60 

28,008 

67 

26,280 

French       

2 

447 

16 

6,694 

17 

7,141 

Spanish      

... 

... 

5 

2,285 

5 

2,286 

Danish       ... 

— 

12 

6,108 

12 

6,108 

Italian       

10 

4,112 

... 

... 

10 

4,112 

Russian      

... 

6 

3,966 

6 

3,966 

Austrian    

... 

... 

•  M 

... 

Brazilian 

1 

626 

J 

626 

Greek        

... 

1 

948 

1 

948 

American 

1 

646 

2 

1,279 

3 

1.926 

Belgian      

•M 

... 

... 

... 

Dutch         

... 

... 

... 

... 

Other  countries    ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Total 

363 

61,135 

681 

821,490 

944 

386,625 

„    for  1894... 

348 

67,066 

640 

348,430 

•88 

406,486 

„     „  1893... 

m 

66,806 

667 

306,600 

912 

873,306 
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Annex  B.— Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Leix&ee  (Oporto) 
during  the  Year  1895, 


SallJng. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

1 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

British       

30 

8,579 

164 

203,048 

194 

206.917 
4*604 

Portuguese 

19 

7,697 

27 

38,807 

46 

„         coasting 

82 

6,742 

6 

1,796 

88 

8,638 

German      

1 

968 

71 

79,650 

72 

89,608 

Swedish  and  Nor- 

wegian     

1 

197 

14 

6,698 

15 

6,896 

French       

1 

373 

18 

26,119 

19 

26,499 

Spanish      

... 

... 

2 

1,167 

2 

1,167 

Danish       

1 

96 

5 

2,744 

6 

8,849 

Italian       ...       ... 

3 

1,075 

... 

3 

1,076 

Bniaian      

... 

... 

... 

... 

Austrian     

... 

... 

I 

484 

1 

464 

Brazilian 

... 

1 

916 

1 

916 

Greek        

... 

... 

... 

American 

1 

646 

1 

646 

Belgian      

... 

... 

3 

4,645 

3 

4,645 

Dmoh        

... 

... 

... 

.- 

Other  countries    ... 

... 

i  .-   ""    - 

"** 

... 

... 

Total 

139 

21,363 

312       J 

364,964 
297,956   - 

461* 

689,627 

„    for  1894... 

131 

29,219 

277        1 

408    : 

317,874 

.»     „  1898... 

ISO 

28,204 

259 

288,450 

,409    :  \ 

311,659 

*  Of  this  number  186  Yessels  entered  for  the  purpose  of  taking;  in  and  discharging  cargo  and 
passengers;  the  remainder  resorted  to  the  harbour  for  the  performance  of  quarantine,  lightening 
catgfiia  order  to  cross  the  bar  of  Oporto, atceaaoi  weather,  £e»  -  ..  —  —  .. 


CuuasD. 


"Sailini 

Steam. 

!                   Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels.    | 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

1 

:  Number  of 

i     Vessels. 

Tom*. 

British        

30          ' 

3,579 

163 

200,7€4 

193 

204,863 

Portuguese. 

19          1 

7,697 

26 

37,747 

'          45 

.46,444 

„        coasting 

81 

6,615 

6 

1,796 

87 

8.411 

German      

1           i 

958 

71 

79,650 

72 

80,608 

Swedish  and  Nor- 

wegian     

1 

197 

1* 

6,698 

15 

6,896 

French        

2           ' 

609 

18 

26,119 

20 

26,928 

Spanish       

1,157 

2 

1,1*7 

Danish       

M.                       1 

5 

2,744 

5 

2,744 

Italian        

3          | 

1,075 

3 

1,076 

Bussian      

... 

... 

... 

Austrian     

...           i 

1 

484 

1 

.    484 

Brazilian    

1 

916 

;        i 

.916 

Greek         

...          ' 

... 

American 

i       : 

646 

... 

... 

i 

646 

Belgian      

3 

4,545 

3 

4,646 

Dutch 

...       i 

... 

... 

!           •♦• 

... 

Other  countries    ... 

! 

... 

... 

... 

I           ... 

.». 

Total    ...       ... 

138 

21,276 

919 

861,646 

|        448 

882.910 

„  for  1894  ... 

127 

29,588 

277 

298,587 

1        404 

3-»8,175 

„    „  1*93  ... 

m       ; 

28,203 

258 

288,332 

408 

310,536 
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Reports  of  the  Animal  Series  have  been  issued  from  Her  Majesty's 
Diplomatic  and  Consular  Officers  at  the  following  places,  and  may  be 
obtained  from  the  sources  indicated  on  the  title-page : — 


No.  Price. 

1700.  Leghorn lid. 

1701.  Boston lid. 

1702.  Kiungchow          ..         ..  Id. 
1708.  Naples 2|d. 

1704.  Stockholm           ..         ..  2d. 

1705.  Corunna 2d. 

1706.  Bio  de  Janeiro    ..         ..  2}d. 

1707.  San  Josl Id. 

1706.  Paramaribo         ..         ..  2d. 

1700.  Brett        lid. 

1710.  Monterideo         ..         ..id. 

1711.  Charleston           ..         ..  2id. 

1712.  Baltimore Id. 

1718.  Tripoli Id. 

1714.0allao       id. 

1715.  Ningpo Id. 

1716.  Dunkirk lid. 

1717.  Batoum 2d. 

1718.  Hankow lid. 

1719.  Foochow 8id. 

1720.  8yra          id. 

1721.  Panama Id. 

1722.  Batayia lid. 

1728.  Genoa 8d. 

1724.  Cagliari 2*d. 

1725.  Chicago 7id. 

1726.  Trieste Id. 

1727.  Hakodate Id. 

1728.  Mannheim           Id. 

1729.  Panama Id. 

1780.  Caracas Id. 

1731.  Riga         6id. 

1782.  Tokio ljd. 

1733.  Tainan Id. 

1734.  Portland 3d. 

1785.  Fiume lid. 

1736.  Taganrog 2d. 

1787.  Stratow Id. 

1738.  Chungking           ..         ..  lid. 

1789.  Angora lid. 

1740.  Shanghai 2*d. 

1741.  Bilbao 8|d. 

1742.  Tahiti lid. 

1743.  New  Caledonia  ..    ••  lid. 

1744.  Amoy lid. 

1745.  Ichang Id. 

1746.  Berlin id. 

1747.  Bio  de  Janeiro  . .    •  •  5|d. 

1748.  Porto  Bico    ••    ..  lid. 

1749.  Monterideo    ••    ••  lid. 
1760.  San  Francisco   ••    ..  3d. 

1751.  Cayenne  ..    ••    ..  id. 

1752.  Frankfort 3d. 

1758.  Malaga 8 id. 

1754.  Soul    Id. 

1755.  Copenhagen    ••    ••  3d. 

1756.  Nice    Id. 

1757.  Lisbon lid. 

1758.  Nagasaki Id. 


No. 
1759. 
1760. 
1761. 
1762. 
1763. 
1764. 
1765. 
1766. 
1767. 
1768. 
1769. 
1770. 
1771. 
1772. 
1773. 
1774. 
1775. 
1776. 
1777. 
1778. 
1779. 
1780. 
1781. 
1782. 
1783. 
1784. 
1785. 
1786. 
1787. 
1788. 
1789. 
1790. 
1731. 
1792. 
1793. 
1794. 
1795. 
1796. 
1797. 
1798. 
1799. 
1800. 
1801. 
1802. 
1808. 
1804. 
1805. 
1806. 
1807. 
1808. 
1809. 
1810. 
1811. 
1812. 
1813. 
1814. 
1815. 
1816. 
1817. 


Hamburg. 
Mosambique 


Price. 

2id. 

2d. 


Cettinie' lid. 

The  Hague         ..         ••  lid* 

Cephalonia          ••         ••  Id. 

Bahia" Id. 

gftmfjlwMi   ,,             ..              ..  lfd* 

Pakhoi Id. 

New  York  ••  ••  2d. 
Chefoo Id- 
Caracas    id. 

Palermo  ••         ••  Hid. 

Mombasa id. 

Nice         lid. 

Bucharest. 4|d. 

Port  Said lid. 

Galats lid. 

Madrid    ••         ••         ••  2d. 

Vienna     ..         ♦.         ••  2d. 

Canton     . .         ••         ••  Id. 

Yokohama          ••         ••  lid. 

Newchwang        ••         ••  Id. 

Wuhu Id. 

Athens     ••        ••         ••  2d. 

Tonga      « id. 

Smyrna    ••         ..         ••  id. 

Baghdad Id. 

Hiogo  and  Osaka           ..  4id. 

Bangkok  ••         ••         ••  Id. 

Odessa 2d. 

Naples 2d. 

Bejrout Id. 

Tunis       lid. 

Sukiang 2d. 

Bangkok Id. 

Bio  Grande  do  Sol        ..  Id. 

Valparaiso          ••         ••  4d. 

Brindisi 2id. 

Bushire 2d. 

Christiania          ••         ••  Sid. 

Cadis       Id. 

Meshed 2id. 

St.  Petersburg    •  •         •  •  4id. 

Batoum •  Id. 

Pekin 3d. 

Samos      ••         ..         ••  id. 

Dantxig 2d. 

Antwerp  ••         ••         ••  lid. 

Ajaocio    ••        ..         ••  lid. 

Stettin 3d. 

Aleppo Id. 

Tangier 2*d. 

Tokfo       3id. 

Madeira R 

Vera  Crux           ..         ..  Id. 

Oporto Id. 

Hamburg..         ••         ..  lid. 

New  Orleans       ••         ••  lid. 
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PORTUGAL. 

MARMAGAO. 

Acting-Consul  Wasey  to  the  Marquis  of  Salisbury. 

My  Lord,  Marmagao,  August  29, 1896. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  Report  on   the  Trade  of 
this  Consular  district  for  the  year  1895. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        G.  K.  WASEY. 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Consular  District  of 
Marmagao  for  the  Year  1895. 

Abstract  of  Contents. 

PAai 

Trade  and  commerce     ..         ..         ••         ..  1 

Shipping  and  nayigation  • 2 

Population  and  industries        2 

Public  health 2 

Public  works 2 

General  remarks  2 


Trade  and  Commerce. 

Owing  to  the  absence  of  statistics  or  reliable  returns  there  is  Trade  and 
difficulty  in  giving  details  of  the  trade  of  Goa.  ©ommeice. 

The  principal  business  with  British  India  is  carried  on  through 
the  West  of  India  Portuguese  Railway.  The  statement  annexed 
gives  the  chief  articles  carried  by  rail  during  the  year. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  grain  and  cotton,  but  a  decrease 
in  seeds. 

Kerosene  oil  increased  further,  but  oil  in  bulk  can  now  compete 
with  case  oil.  The  British  customs  at  Castle  Rock  would  not 
permit  either  case  oil  or  bulk  oil  coming  direct  to  Goa  to  be  im- 
ported in  British  India,  otherwise  it  was  probable  direct  oil  ships 
would  have  been  ordered  to  Goa. 
(2274) 
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The  quantity  of  salt  carried  was  26,660  tons,  and  was  forwarded 
to  65  stations  on  the  Southern  Mahratta  Railway  and  other  rail- 
ways. 

This  was  made  up  as  under  approximately  : — 


Quantity. 

Bombay  salt  by  steamer  •  • 

„            native  craft      •• 

Tone. 
18,44$ 
2,100 

Tone. 

15,646 
11,115 

Gtoasalt 

•  • 

Total 

26,660 

This  is  an  increase  of  3,500  tons  on  the  previous  year. 
A  statement  of  the  total  imports  and  exports  with  Goa  only  is 
attached. 

Shipping  and  Navigation. 

j  and        A  return  of  the  shipping  at  Marmagao  is  appended, 
navigation.  rj^e  gteamers  of  die  Bombay  Steam  Navigation  Company 

called  throughout  the  year. 

There  were  seven  direct  steamers  from  England.  Two  brought 
sleepers,  &c.,  for  the  railway.  Five  Clan  line  steamers  brought  in 
all  4,500  tons  of  cast-iron  pipes  and  machinery  for  the  Bangalore 
and  Mysore  Waterworks.  Some  more  shipments  arrived  early  in 
1896. 

Dredging  and  reclaiming  was  continued  at  Marmagao. 


Population  and  Industries — Public  Health* 

Population  The  increase  in  the  number  and  extent  of  cocoanut  plantations 

and  industries.  js  now  very  noticeable,  especially  in  the  vicinity  of  the  railway. 

The  cultivation  generally  appears  to  receive  far  more  attention 

since  the  customs  tariffs  in  Portuguese  and  British  territory  were 

enforced. 

The  total  number  of  passengers  carried  by  railway  was  256,305. 
Public  health.       The  health  of  the  public  has,  on  the  whole,  been  good. 

Public  Works. 

Public  works.        There  is  nothing  of  consequence  to  report  in  connection  with 
public  works. 


General 
remarks. 


General  Remarks. 

Visconde  d'Ourem,  the  Governor-General,  left,  and  Senhor 
Raphael  de  Andrade  arrived  in  November. 
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In  September  a  military  revolt  broke  out,  and  the  country 
became  in  a  very  unsettled  state. 

Trade  was  affected  for  a  time,  and  a  large  number  of  people  of 
all  trades  and  positions  left  this  country  for  British  territory. 

Martial  law  was  proclaimed  on  October  19. 

In  October  and  November  Portuguese  war  vessels  arrived, 
bringing  H.R.H.  the  Duke  of  Oporto  and  some  European  troops. 
A  British  gunboat  arrived  also  for  the  protection  of  British  subjects 
and  the  railway. 

The  Indian  Marine  Ships  "Nancoury"  and  "Investigator" 
called  here  during  April  and  May. 

From  March  1,  1896,  the  Southern  Mahratta  Railway  and 
Great  Indian  Peninsula  Railway  combined  to  reduce  the  railway 
rates  for  goods  to  and  from  Bombay  vi&  Poona.  This  will 
seriously  affect  the  trade  of  this  port,  and  the  matter  is  now 
under  the  special  consideration  of  the  Portuguese  Government. 
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Statement  showing  Principal  Commodities  Carried  over  the 
West  India  Portuguese  Railway  during  the  Year  1895 
including  Transit  Tariff. 


Description. 


Quantity. 


1st  Half. 


(Number) 


Animals .  • 
Bagging.. 

Beer 

Bones     ..         

China  und  earthenware 
Chunam  and  lime 
Coal  and  coke  for  public 

railway      . 

Cocoanuts         

Coffee    ..         ..         . .         • 

Cotton,  raw 

„      manufactured . . 

„      twist 

Drugs  and  medicines  • .         • 
Dyeing  materials         •• 
Fibrous  products 

Fish 

Fruits  and  nuts  •  •         • 

Grains  and  pulses        ••         . 
Gums  and  resins  •  •         • 

Jagree 

Kerosene  oil 

Liquor • 

Materials  for  other  railways  . 

Mats  and  cudjans 

Metals,  manufactured  and  un< 

manufactured  ..         • 

Oils,  vegetable  ••         ••         •• 

Paints  and  colours 
Provisions         ••         ••         • 

Revenue  stores. .         •  •         .  • 

Salt 

Seeds,  oleaginous 

„      other 

Skins  and  leather        ••         • 

Spices 

Sugar     •«         •• 

Tea        

Tiles 

Tobacco 

Timber  and  wood         . .         • 

Vegetables        

Wine 

Woollen  piece-goods    . . 

Wool 

AH  other  articles  of  merchandise 


I 


Tons. 

2 

605 

40 

126 

1 

86 

1 

87 

8,324 

2 

10,871 

880 

1,178 

88 

•  • 

18 

128 

2,246 

11,716 

2 

111 

8,064 

20 

94 

21 

965 

228 

48 

14 

8,240 

18,680 

8,945 

582 

16 

19 

488 

1 

489 

172 

851 

18 

4 

21 

1,311 


2nd  Half. 


Tons. 

8 

466 

54 

•  • 

2 
17 

•  • 
20 

2,686 

4 

5,270 

192 

700 

86 

14 

9 

429 

789 

6,680 

1 

218 

3,160 

24 

313 

6 

4,889 

287 

88 

8 

761 

7,861 


1,821 

19 

249 

457 

1 

219 

151 

883 

12 

2 

1 

22 

984 


Total  for  the 
Year. 


Tons. 

10 

1,071 

94 

126 

3 

103 

1 

107 

6,010 

6 

16,641 

622 

1,878 

69 

14 

27 

567 

2,986 

18,846 

3 

829 

6,214 

44 

407 

27 

6,864 

610 

76 

22 

4,001 

26,491 

17,678 

1,868 

84 

268 

940 

2 

668 

328 

1,184 

80 

6 

22 

22 

2,296 
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Statemeitt  showing  the  Total  Imports  and  Exports  by  Bail  to  and 
from  Goa  only,  for-fhe  Year  1895. 


Heading. 


Import 
Export 


Quantity. 


1st  Half. 


Tons. 
6,940 
18,016 


2nd  Half. 


Tons. 
3,877 
14,566 


Total. 


Tons. 

10,817 

32,582 
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No. 
1788. 
1739. 
1740. 
1741. 
1742. 
1748. 
1741 
1745. 
17*0. 
1747. 
1748. 
1749. 
1750. 
1751. 
1752. 
1753. 
1754. 
1755. 
1750. 
1757. 
1758. 
1769. 
1700. 
1701. 
1702. 
1708. 
1764. 
1705. 
1700. 
1707. 
1708. 
1709. 
1770. 
1771. 
1772. 
1778. 
1774. 
1775. 
1770. 
1777. 
1778. 
1779. 
1780. 
178L 
1782. 
1783. 
1784. 
1785. 
1780. 
1787. 
1788. 
1789. 
1790. 
1791. 
1792. 
17(8. 
1794. 
1795. 
1790. 


Price. 

Chungking lid. 

Angora       lid. 

Shanghai 2id. 

Bilbao         ..         ..         ..  Sid- 
Tahiti         lid. 

New  Caledonia      ••         ..lid. 

Ainoy          ..        ..„         .„  l|d. 

fcaang        Id. 

"Berlin         id. 

Rio  de  Janeiro       • .         . .  ££d. 

Porto  Rico lid. 

Montevideo..         ..         ..  lid. 

San  Francisco        • .         •  •  8d. 

Cayenne      ••         ..         ••  id. 

Frankfort    ..         ..         ..  3d. 

Malaga        8id. 

Sdol Id. 

Copenhagen           ..         ••  id. 

Nice Id. 

Lisbon        ..         ..         ..  ljd. 

Nagasaki Id. 

Hamburg    ..         ..         ..  2 id. 

Mozambique          ..         ..  2d. 

Cettinje* lid. 

TheHague lid. 

CephaJonia Id. 

Bauia 

Zanzibar 

Pakhoi 

New  York 

Chefoo 

Caracas 

Palermo 

Mombasa 

Nice.. 

Bucaawet  „ 


Id. 

lid. 

Id. 


..     Id. 

•  .     id. 
Hid. 

..     id. 

..   lid. 
.        ■-   fid. 

Port  Said lid. 

Galata         lid. 

Madrid        ..         ..         ..2d. 

Yienna        .,         ..         ..2d. 

Ganaon        ..        „.         „     Id* 

Yokohama ljd. 

Newchwang  ..         ..     Id. 

TCnhu  ~        ~        ..Id. 

Athens        2d. 

Tonga         id. 

Smyrna       id. 

Baghdad Id. 

Hiogo  and  Osaka  ••        ••   4]d. 

Bangkok Id. 

Odessa        2d. 

Naples         2d. 

Jteyrout Id 

Tunis  ..  ..'  ..  Jid. 
Kiukiang  „  ->•  —  M. 
Bangkok  ..  ..  —  Jd. 
Rio  (jhtande  do  AsW»  •>••  Id. 
Valparaiso  ..  ••  ••  4d. 
Brindisi 2id. 


No. 
1797. 
*1798. 
I7t9. 
1800. 
1801. 
1802. 
1803. 
1664. 
1B05. 

1€07. 
1808. 
1809. 
1810. 
1811. 
1812. 
1813. 
L814. 
1815. 
1810. 
1817. 
1818. 
1819. 
M0. 
1821. 
1822. 
16W. 
1824. 
*8£5. 
Q  826. 
1827. 
1828. 
18*9. 
1830. 
1831. 
1839. 
1883. 
1884. 
1835. 
1B38. 
4*87. 
.183a 
H«9. 
1840. 
1811. 
1842. 
1843. 
1844. 
1345. 
1840. 
1*47. 
1348. 
1840. 
1850. 
1*51. 

1008. 
10  54. 
1985. 


Bushire       •  • 

-Ohristf  sttia  . . 

Cadiz 

Masted 

St.  Petersburg 

Batoum       •• 

Jtaking       ^ 


Dantzig 
Antwerp 
Ajattk) 
Stettin 


Price. 

,.  «d. 

..  5id. 

,.  2d. 

..  2id. 

..  4id. 

,.  Id. 

.,  *<l 

..  *d. 


lid. 
lid. 

3d. 


Aleppo        ••         ••         ..  Id. 

Tangier 2id. 

Tokio          3id. 

Madeira (d. 

Vera  Oral  ..        ...         ..  Id. 

Oporto Id. 

Hamburg  ••  ..  ••  lid. 
New  Orleans  ..  ..lid. 
Bengasi      ••         ..         ..id. 

Marmag&o  ••         ••         «•  id. 

Gothenburg 2d. 

iDar-al-fiaada  ..3d. 

Erseroum id. 

Munich       2id. 

Samoa         id. 

Chinkiang Id. 

Jedddh   •«    ...    . ,  Id. 

Sofia„    „        ...    ..  lid. 

Mexico        2d. 

Teneriffe did. 

Batoum       . .         •  •         • .  id. 

Cadiz          Id. 

Martinique  ••         ..         ..  Id. 

tMessa        ••       J**       *»•  ltd. 

Ghilan        id. 

Old  Calabar 0i<*. 

Tamsoi        ,.        ^       ^  it 

Copenhagen           ..         ..  id. 

(flalenie*     *.        -*        ^.  slid. 

Honolulu    ..         ..         ..  jd. 

'Buenos  Ayres        ..         ..ad. 

**  asa. .        •»»        -*.        ....  vSl. 

Bolivia        2d. 

Washington           ..         ..  3d. 

Berlin         2d. 

Uganda id. 

Belgrade     ..         ..        ..  lid. 

Dakar         Jd. 

Florence l^d. 

Copenhagen           ...        ##  2d. 

Ham        ^.        ...        ,.  2d. 

Sarajevo     „       ...        ..  id. 

Madnd        ..        „„        ...  2d. 

^SetJkttfe-.                   ..  lid. 

tihisago      .^        ...         „  4d. 

Berlin         Id. 

Cherbourg  ..         ..         ,.£21d. 
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No.  1856. 

Reference  to  previous  Report,  Annual  Series  No.  1678. 


PORTUGAL. 

BEIEA. 

Conmd  Boss  to  the  Marquis  of  Salisbury. 
(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  March  23, 1897.) 

My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  enclosed  my  Report 
on  the  Trade,  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  this  District  for  the 
past  year  1896. 

I  have  &c 
(Signed)      '  A.#  CARNEGIE  ROSS. 


Jleport  mi  ihe  Trade,  Commerce,  and  Navigation  of  the  Consular 
District  of  Beirafvr  the  Year  1896. 

Table  of  Contents. 

Pau 

Increase  of  trade  during  1806  . .         •  •         2 

Import  of  railway  material 2 

Increase  of  exports        ..         ..         . .         ••         . .         ••         . .         . •  8 

Causes  of  increase         . .  ..         ..         ..         . .         ..         ..         ..  2 

Hindrances  to  trade      . .         . .  •  2 

If  ew  branches  of  trade  . .         . .         . .         . .         • .         •  •         •  •         • .  3 

Openings  for  development  o 6  British  trade    ••         ••         % 

"Sew  oustom-house  bye-laws     ..         ••         ..         ..  3 

Suggestions  re  pushing  British  trade  . .  ••  ..  ..  ••  •«  3 

Countries  of  origin  of  imports. .         ..         ..         ..         ••         ••         ••  8 

Suggestions  to  manuf aetrurcrs .  •         . .  4 

Importance  of  British  interest*  ..         ••         ..         ..         ••         . .  4 

Sew  steamship  services . .         ..         •         ••         •«  5 

Bnoyagc  of  entrance      ..         .,         ..         6 

Facilities  for  landing  cargo       . .  . .  . .         .  •         •  •         •  •         .  •  5 

Mining  industry  neglected       ..         „.         . .         ..         ••         ..         •*  6 

Demand  for  skilled  labour        ..         ..         ••         ••         ••         «..         ..  $ 

New  port  and  railway  works     ..         ..  . .  5 

Government  public  wot*ks        • . .         . .  Q 

Agriculture  •  •  . .  . .  . .  . .  • .  •  •  « •         ♦•  *6 

Bise  in  value  of  property         ••         ••  ,   ..  6 

Bate  of  exchange  ..         ••         ••         •         . .         ..  7 

(2324) 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


Tnblf 
A.- 
B.- 
C.— 
D, 
E.- 


POKTUCAL. 

Taiile  of  Contents — continued. 

Yaqm 

Valuer  of  exports  and  imports            ••          ..          . .  ••  ••  7 

Return  of  shipping  and  of  passengers            ••         ..  ..  . .  7 

Market  pries  of  staple  com  modifies  . .          ..          ..  . .  ..  K 

Census  results     ..          ..         ••          ..                     . .  ..  ••  8 

Met<  o  -ological  obserrations       .  •          . .          . .          . .  . .  . .  0 


Trade  awl  Commerce.. 


oK-rcasc*  of 
trade  during. 
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Ra'lway 
material 
hnported. 
Increase  in 
v*porU.- 


<*au»es  of 
iuorease. 


Unproved 

landing 

htcilitivs. 

Completion  of 
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connection. 


Principal 
Hindrances 
to  trade. 
Scarcity  of 
•atire  labour. 


Tlie  trade  of  Beira  during  1896  was  considerably  larger  than 
tliat  of  any  previous  year,  the  values  of  exports,  imports,  and  of 
the  transit  trade  are  given  in  table  A.  This  shows  a  substantial 
increase  in  imports  and  transit,  but  apparently  no  change  in  the 
exports.  The  imports,  however,  have  been  swelled  by  the 
amount  of  railway  material  iui|>orted,  put  down  at  61,600/. 

The  produce  exported  amounted  to  o,600/.  more  than  in  1895, 
and  the  amount  of  coin  ex  (Killed  in  1896  was  less  than  that 
exported  in  1895  by  that  same  amount. 

1.  Opening  up  of  the  southern  part  of  the  Mozambique  Com- 
pany's territory  in  consequence  of  the  subjugation  of  Guugunhana, 
and  the  inauguration  of  seveial  agricultural  enterprises. 

2.  The  Mashoualaud  war  and  introduction  of  troops. 

3.  The  rinderpest,  scarcity  of  native  food  stuffs,  and  the  neces- 
sary introduction  of  transport  material,  animals,  and  of  food  for 
men  and  animals  employed. 

4.  Improvement  of  landing  facilities  by  the  importation  of 
two  new  steam  launches  and  of  other  new  plant,  and  the  erection 
of  a  steam  craue  on  the  wharf. 

5.  The  completion  of  the  telegraphic  connection  with  Salisbury. 

6.  The  various  railway  works  enumerated  under  public  works 
on  page  5  of  this  report.  These  works  have  entailed  the  expen- 
diture of  a  considerable  amount  of  money  in  the  country. 

7.  The  import  duty  on  tools  for  house-building  has  been 
reduced  to  5  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

8.  A  second  bank  commenced  business  in  Beira  towards  the 
end  of  1896. 

The  principal  obstacle  to  local  business  and  railway  work  has 
been  the  scarcity  of  native  labour,  and  it  has  been  necessary  to 
import  labour  from  other  places  along  the  coast,  and  from  India. 

The  transit  trade  as  well  as  that  of  Mashonaland  has  suffered 
in  consequence  of  rinderpest  and  war.  Transport  rates  from  the 
terminus  of  the  railway  to  Salisbury  have  varied  from  50/.  to 
150i  per  ton,  preventing  the  import  of  everything  except  the 
necessaries  of  life,  and  stopping  all  prospecting  and  mining 
work. 

The  foregoing  are  obstacles  peculiar  to  this  year,  but  in  addition 
to  these  there  are  others,  such  as : — 

The  want  of  direct  and  regular  steamship  connection  with 
England. 

The  want  of  a  good  mail  and  passenger  service. 
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The  heavy  import  duties,  landing  charges  and  freights  from  Hea?y  import 

Europe.  duties,  freight 

Most  of  the  foregoing  equally  affect  all  business,  but  Portu-  "?d  ,anding 
guese  goods  pay  only  one-tenth  of  the  duty  ordinarily  levied.  c  argefl' 

Locusts  have  appeared  in  the  country  from  time  to  time,  but 
do  not  appear  to  have  been  so  destructive  as  in  1894  and  1895. 

Rinderpest  has  never  appeared  anywhere  within  150  miles  of  Boundary  of  * 
the  coast.  JSt.rind*" 

Brick-making  has  been  started  on  the  Buzi  river,  and  a  steam-  ^ew'  branches 
plant  imported.     It  is  anticipated  that  the  Buzi  bricks,  which,  of  trade, 
judging  from  samples,  are  of  good  quality,  will  be  sold  in  Beira  Brick-making, 
for  31.  10s.  p£r  1,000.    Fuel  is  cheap,  and  both  it  and  clay  are  to 
be  had  at  the  river  bank,  so  that  this  should  soon  be  a  flourishing 
industry. 

Cattle  trade :   since  rinderpest  cleared  Mashonaland  of  cattle,  Cattle  trade  ' 
advantage  has  been  taken  of  the  French  steamers  coming  from  Jjftj} 
Madagascar  to  import  cattle  for  local  consumption  and  for  trans-    ada8ascar- 
mission  to  the  interior.    Some  400  head  have  already  been  landed. 
If  the  aiiimals  were  brought  straight  across  from  Madagascar  in 
chartered  vessels  arranged  to  carry  cattle,  they  could  be  landed 
in  Beira  with  small  risk  of  loss. 

Other  new  enterprises  being  connected  with  agriculture  are 
dealt  with  under  that  heading  at  the  end  of  this  report. 

As  mentioned  in  last  year's  report,  there  was  a  good  opening  Opening  for  a 
for  a  regular  and  punctual  passenger  steamer  service  between  this  reguk* 
port  and  Delagoa  Bay  and  Durban.     This  opening  has  been  taken  JJJJJ^lp 
advantage  of  by  the  Messageries  Maritimes  Company,  which  now  service, 
runs  a  regular  monthly  steamer  between  Beira  and  Delagoa  Bay.  Messageries 
The  steamer  employed  in  the  service  is  small  and  old-fashioned,  but  ^"ce"168 
the  runs  are  made  to  time,  and  the  service  is  well  patronised. 
The  appreciation  by  the  public  of  regular  departures  is  shown  by 
the  fact  that  although  70  per  cent,  of  the  passengers  arriving  in 
Beira  came  in  British  vessels,  only  50  per  cent,  left  in  such  ships. 

In  the  beginning  of  1896,  new  bye-laws  were  published  insti-  New  custom- 
tuting  a  better  and  more  modern  system  of  procedure  in  the  £°U8e  by®- 
custom-house.  W8, 

Undoubtedly  the  best  method  of  pushing  British  goods  here  is  Method  of 
by  energetic  and  well-informed  travellers.    The  next  best  plan  ^tislftrade 
(though  very  inferior  to  the  first)  is  that  at  present  made  use  of,  by  commercial 
by  price  lists  and  samples.     As  regards  the  language  in  which  travellers, 
these  price  lists  should  be  printed,  this  should  be  English,  for  the  J^Jun  les*" 
business  carried  on  by  non-English   speaking,  viz.,  Portuguese an   8amp  **' 
storekeepers,  is  insignificant.    They  chiefly  deal  in  Portuguese 
wines,  vegetables,  and  tinned  meat,  and  fruit.     The  following  facts 
regarding  the  local  trade  may  be  of  interest  and  possibly  of 

service.  Countries  of  • 

1.  Cotton  and  woollen  shirts  and  underclothing,  thin,  yet  strong  p^jlji^ 
and  cheap,  come  from  Germany  and  Switzerland.  There  is  a  import*, 
considerable  trade  in  such  articles  both  for  European  and  native  Under- 

USC  clothing. 

2.  Printed  handkerchiefs  and  shawls  for  natives  come  almost  Piece-goods. 
(2324) 
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Lager  beer. 

Glass. 

Candles. 

American 
goods. 
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Enamelled 
ironware. 

Suggestions  to 
manu- 
facturers. 


Importance 
of  British 
interests. 


British 
population. 


exclusively  from  Holland,  by  way  of  Zanzibar,  in  consequence  of 
original  cheapness  and  of  a  small  profit  made  on  the  exchange. 
The  Indian  storekeepers,  in  whose  hands  is  practically  all  the 
native  trade,  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  buy  European  manu- 
factured goods  through  either  European  or  native  agents  in 
Zanzibar.  They  benefit  by  the  cheap  freight,  cheap  labour,  and 
low  charges  of  the  place,  as  well  as  by  the  exchange. 

3.  Lager  beer  comes  from  Scotland  and  America,  having  prac- 
tically ousted  the  German  article,  at  least  among  the  British, 
the  largest  consumers. 

4.  Table  and  window  glass  comes  from  Belgium.  Only  cheap 
kinds  are  imported. 

5.  Candles  come  from  England,  Belgium,  and  Holland,  chiefly 
from  Belgium. 

6.  The  following  goods  come  chiefly  from  America : — Tinned 
fruits,  salmon,  oyster,  lobster,  soup,  compressed  meat,  tools,  petro- 
leum, canvas,  good  cheap  furniture,  hand  carts,  and  harness. 

7.  Iron  pillars  for  street  lamps  have  been  imported  from 
Germany. 

8.  The  following  goods  come  mostly  from  England: — Gal- 
vanised iron,  cotton  and  woollen  blankets  and  rugs,  tinned 
provisions,  guns,  ready-made  clothing,  paints,  and  boots. 

9.  Enamelled  ironware  comes  from  Austria  and  Germany. 
That  made  in  England  is  dearer  and  does  not  stand  rough  usage 
so  well  as  the  foreign  article. 

The  following  suggestions  may  be  of  use  to  manufacturers. 

Packing  cases  for  the  interior  should,  if  possible,  weigh  less 
than  a  half  hundredweight,  never  more  than  one  hundredweight. 
The  cases  should  be  strongly  made,  and  when  containing  heavy 
goods  should  be  wire  or  iron  bound.  The  contents  should  be 
distinctly  marked  outside,  also  the  weight  and  name  of  the 
landing  port  as  well  as  of  the  ultimate  destination  of  the  package. 
Invoices  should  give  net  as  well  as  gross  weights.  The  present 
system  of  packing  hams  and  bacon  in  salt  often  results  in  the 
cases  falling  to  pieces  before  reaching  their  destination.  The  salt, 
and  long  exposure  to  damp  air  corrodes  both  iron  hooping  and 
nails. 

No  figures  are  as  yet  available  to  show  the  exact  proportion  of 
British  trade  towards  that  of  other  countries,  but  the  following 
general  facts  show  how  important  British  trade  is.  Most  of  the 
cargo  is  imported  in  British  vessels.  The  landing  company  is 
British,  as  is  the  railway  company  and  all  their  employes.  The 
principal  and  busiest  storekeepers  and  forwarding  agents  are 
British,  and  the  language  employed  in  business  is  English.  The 
British  population  of  120,  double  what  it  was  three  years  ago,  is 
second  only  to  the  Portuguese,  and  if  taken  along  with  the 
British  Indians  is  greater  than  all  the  other  nationalities  together 
(excepting  the  Portuguese). 

Market  prices  are  given  in  Table  0. 

Prices  have  altered  in  only  a  few  instances.  The  cost  of 
living  has   not    diminished    at    all.      It   still   continues    to   be 
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much  higher  than  at  other  places  along  the  coast  of  Mcnjambique 
or  in  the  South  African  sea  ports. 

The  whole  export  trade  is  of  small  importance,  17,900/. 

Shipping  and  Navigation. 

The  same  steamer  services  have  been  run  during  1896  as  in  Steamer 
1895,  and  besides  two  new  services  have  begun,  those  of  the  **"<**• 
Messageries  Maritime  and  of  the  Chargeurs  R6uhis. 

The  former  Company  runs  a  coaster  from  Diego  Suarez  to  New  service 
Mozambique,  Beira,  Delagoa  Bay,  and  back  again,  calling  at  each  }ff the 
port  twice  a  month,  and  connecting  at  Diego  Suarez  with  the  Maritime^8 
Madagascar  and  Mauritius  main  line  steamers.     This,  as  far  as 
Beira  is  concerned,  is  a  passenger  service,  but  fair  amounts  of 
freight  have  been  obtained  at  other  ports. 

The  Chargeurs  Beunis  service  is  only  of  cargo  steamers  calling  Chargeurs 
at  irregular  intervals.  Iteunis 

No  improvement  was  made  in  any  of  the  British  steamer 8emc9# 
services. 

The  buoyage  of  the  entrance  channel  was  maintained  and  Buoyage  of 
fairly  well  looked  after.  entrance. 

The  mooring  ground  for  ships  of  all  classes  has  now  been  Mooring 
explicitly  defined  by  easily  ascertained  bearings.  ground. 

Port  dues  for  small  vessels  have  been  reduced  from  10/.  to  21.    Reduction  in 

There  is  a  steam  crane  on  the  landing  wharf  connected  byP°rfcdu08- 
tram  lines  with  the  various  sheds,  and  also  with  the  railway.  Facilities  for 

Two  new  steam  launches  have  been  imported,  and  several  steam  crane° 
large  lighters,  so  that  the  landing  capability  of  the  port  is  well  New  landing 
kept  up.  plant. 

The  mining  industry  has  this  year  been  much  embarrassed  by  Mining 
the  stoppage  of  ox-wagon  transport  and  the  scarcity  of  native  S^*^ 
labour.     It  receives  very  little  attention  from  the  authorities,  and  b/the 
the  Mining  Department  is  constantly  without  any  staff.     The  authorities, 
latest  statistics  published  were  of  the  mining  licences  issued  in 
1895.      These  are  put  down  at  46,  29  of  which  were  held  by 
British  subjects. 

The  supply  of  skilled  European  and  of  native  labour  has  Demand  for 
never  exceeded  the  demand,  and  wages  of  Europeans  have  ruled  JiUed 
high.    Bailway  and  other  works  have  been  much  hampered  by  labour!*11 
the  insufficiency  and  uncertainty  of  native  labour,  and  several 
hundreds  of  Indian  coolies  have  obtained  employment.     In  the  Chinese 
town  almost  all  carpenter- work  is  now  done  by  Chinese.  carpenters. 

A  census  was  taken  on  December  31,  1896.    The  result  of  Census 
this  census  is  given  in  Table  D.  results. 

An  iron  pier  400  feet  long  by  20  feet  wide,  with  a  T-head  New  iron  pier. 
100  feet  by  36  feet,  has  been  built  by  a  Belgian  firm  for  Messrs. 
Pauling  and  Company,  Limited.    The  pier  has  a  depth  of  24  feet 
at  low  water  alongside  the  head.     It  is  connected  directly  with 
the  railway. 

1.  Laying  of  the  line  between  Beira  and  Fontesvilla,  35  miles.  New  railway 

2.  Extension  of  line  from  Chimoio  to  Bandoola,  23  miles.  works. 
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Extension  of 
town  tram. 


Government 
public  works. 


3.  Construction  of  earthworks  from  Bandoola  to  the  border, 
22  miles. 

4.  Wooden  bridge  across  the  Pungwe  at  Fontesvilla. 

5.  Wooden  bridge  across  the  Chiveve  at  Beira,  connecting  the 
custom-house  with  the  terminus  of  the  railway. 

Improvement  in  means  of  communication  will  result  from  the 
various  works  above  mentioned. 

The  street  tram  line  has  been  doubled  in  the  main  street,  and 
extended  to  other  streets. 

The  only  improvement  in  external  communication  has  been 
the  establishment  of  the  regular  passenger  service  above 
mentioned. 

The  Government  public  works  have  been  few  and  unimportant. 
The  landing  wharf  has  been  extended  and  repaired.  A  large 
wood  and  iron  shed  has  been  built  inside  the  custom-house. 
Some  300  or  400  yards  of  cement  pavement  has  been  laid  down, 
and  lastly  for  a  distance  of  about  half-a-mile  along  the  sea  beach 
a  low  concrete  wall  has  been  built.  This  work  has  proved  quite 
insufficient,  and  the  sea  continues  to  encroach  upon  the  land  at  an 
alarming  rate. 

A  rdsumi  of  the  meteorological  observations  made  during 
1896  is  given  in  Table  E. 


Agriculture. 

Agriculture.  Early  in  the  year  a  Franco-Portuguese  Company  called  the 

Companhia  de  Gorongoza,  leased  from  the  Mo<jambique  Company, 
the  prazo  of  Gorongoza  lying  to  the  north  of  Fontesvilla.  The 
country  included  in  this  prazo  has,  for  the  first  time,  been 
explored  by  the  staff  of  the  Gorongoza  Company,  some  ground 
has  been  cleared,  and  a  little  experimental  planting  has  been 
done.  The  high  country  has  been  found  to  be  fairly  healthy, 
and  is  well  watered.  It  produces  wild  coffee  in  abundance.  All 
over  the  country  indiarubber  is  gathered,  and  wild  sugar-cane, 
maize,  and  millet  (Kaffir  corn)  are  grown.  The  native  population 
is  thin,  and  the  people  are  of  a  low  type.  Of  the  mineral  prospects 
of  the  country  nothing  is  known,  nor  has  any  prospecting  been 
done  by  the  Gorongoza  Company. 

A  good  deal  of  work  has  been  done  on  the  Buzi,  breaking  up 
of  ground  with  steam  ploughs  and  such  like.  So  far,  practically, 
nothing  has  been  produced  of  importance. 


General  Remarks. 


Increase  in 
value  of 
property. 


There  has  been  during  the  past  six  months  a  marked 
appreciation  in  the  value  of  property  in  Beira.  In  the  business 
part  of  the  town  ground  rents  have  risen  from  Is.  4d.  to  4*.  4rf. 
per  square  metre  per  annum,  and  in  the  residential  part  the  rise 
has  been  from  2£d.  to  8d.  A  number  of  substantial  stores  have 
been  built,  and  some  dwelling-houses  and  offices.    As  yet,  all 
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building  has  been  in  wood  and  iron,  but  arrangements  are  now 
being  made  to  build  in  brick  a  block  of  business  chambers  and 
a  large  hotel. 

The  rate  of  conversion  of  currency  into  sterling  employed  in  Rate  of 
this  report  is  4,500  reis  per  1/.  sterling.    This  is  the  rate  made  exchftT)ge« 
use    of    by   Government.     The    market  rate  of   exchange  has 
•fluctuated  between  5,200  and  5,600  reis  per  1/.  sterling. 


Table.  A. — Values  of  Imports  and  .Exports. 


Year. 

Value. 

Imports.* 

Exports. 

..Transit. 

. .  Duties. 

1895  •  •         • • .       • . 

1896  .. 

£ 
160,570 
302,140 

£  ' 
17,950 
17,900 

£ 
142,960 
191,800 

£ 
30,280 
39,350 

*  This  includes  values  of  goods  landed  and  reimported  under  bond. 

Table  B. — Passengers,  Cargo,  and*  Shipping. 


Cargi. 

Passengers. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Registered 
Tonnage. 

,  , 

Imported. 

Exported. 

Entered. 

Left. 

t 

Tons. 

Tons. 

British  steamers 

106 

163,848 

£0,690 

108 

2,666 

1,363 

British  sailing  ships 

3 

34 

18 

... 

... 

... 

German  steamers    .„ 

41 

67,383 

3,220 

39 

938 

1,268 

French  steamers 

8 

8,766 

320 

46 

139 

Other  nationalities, 

steamers    

4 

2,746 

600 

•M 

32 

11 

Norwegian     tatting 

ships 

6 

3,211 

3.672 

•M 

... 

•M 

Other   natfonaHttes, 

sailing  ships 

11 

1,999 

1,660 

380 

21 

... 

Total      «. 

173    . 

227,986 

30,080 

627 

3,703 

2,761 
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Table  C.-— Mark**  Pkic*  rf  Staple  Cdttttbclities, 


Articles. 


Alcohol « 


Brandy,***      ,.         ** 
Bricks  imported  •• 

„       local      •  •         • .  . 

Cement,  Portland,  so-called  . 

Cotton,  Bombay,  dutj  paid  • 

Corrugated  iron,  24  gange  • 

HiW        ••  4h  ,«  #l 

otone     **        ••        <«        • 
Lime  imported .  •         •  • 

„     slack     [4t         ,.         * 

Paint 

Petroleum         . .         ..         • 
Bice,  Indian      « •         •  •         « 
Timber,  Norwegian,  3"  x  9" . 
"Whisky  • .         . .         •• 
Local  produotd-"- 
ACff  tn    r«         ••         •• 

Ducks 

Fowls     •  •         •  •         •  •         • 

|JMP      ••    - 

Mangoet  dfld  oranges 

Pineapples        ..         ••         . 


Per  doz.    lit.  40° 

Cartier 
rot  dosen  ••        •  * 
Per  mille  .  •         •  • 
Per    „ 
Per  400  lb.  cask  .. 

Per  lb 

Per  ton     . .         , . 
Per  100  lb.  bag   .. 
Per  cubic  metre  •  • 
Per  76  kilos. 
In  barrels  of  ibO 

kilos. 

Per  cwt 

Per  case  of  10  galls. 
Per  bag  of  160  lbs. 
Per  foot    • . 
Per  dozen.. 

Per  lb.      ^ 

Each          ..  ., 

»>            •  •  •  • 

Per  dozen*.  .» 

„          •  •  • . 

Bach         •  •  •  • 


Table  D.— Result  of  Beira  Census  taken  December  81, 1896. 


Nationality. 

Nuititwr. 

Portuguese,  European,  and  Asiatic       •• 
British,  European . .         ..         ..         •• 

„       Indian      ••         ..         ••         •• 

Chinese ..         •• 

Greek          

German      ..         ..         . .         ..         •• 

French        .  •         ••         .  •         •  •         •• 

American    . .         ••         ..         ..         •• 

Italian        

Other  nationalities            . .         .  •         . . 

417 
121 
71 
28 
26 
22 
17 
12 
12 
52 

Total  European         . .         •• 
Natives       . .         . .         ••         ..         •• 

778 
2,350 

Grand  total    . .         •  •         • . 

3,128 
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Table  E. — Results  of  Meteorological  Observations  made 
during  1896. 


Temperature      .  • 


Barometer 


Sain 
Ozone 


Average. . 
Maximum 
Minimum 


Average. . 
Maximum 
Minimum 


Total 

Maximum  in  24  hours 


Average  day    . 
„        night . 


Centigrade. 
24-5 
33-2 
14-2 

Millimeters. 
763-4 
772-4 
763-6 

912*2 
72-5 

8-3 
8-3 
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No. 

1743. 

1714. 

1745. 

1746. 

1747. 

1748. 

1740. 

1750. 

1751. 

1752. 

1753. 

1754. 

1755. 

1756. 

1757. 

1758. 

1759. 

1760. 

1761. 

1762. 

1763. 

176  k 

1765. 

1766. 

1767. 

1768. 

1769. 

1770. 

1771. 

1772. 

1773. 

1774. 

1775. 

1776. 

1777. 

1778. 

1779. 

1780. 

1781. 

1782. 

1783. 

1784. 

1785. 

1786. 

1787. 

1788. 

1789. 

1790. 

1791. 

1792. 

1793. 

179*. 

1795. 

1796. 

I79tf. 

1798. 

1799. 

1800. 

1801. 

1802. 

1803. 


New  Caledonia 

Amoy  .  • 

Icliang 

Berlin 

Rio  do  Janeiro 

Porto  Kico . .  . . 

Montevideo 

Han  Frsncaco 

Cn  jennc      •  • 

Frantf  jrt 

Malaga        .  • 

S5ul 

Copenhagen 

Nice  .  • 

Lisbon 

Nagasaki     .. 

Hamburg    .. 

Mozambique 

CtoUinjc 

The  Hague. . 

Ccphalonia . . 

Ba>.ia 

Zanzibar 

Fukboi 

New  York  . . 

Chefoo 

Caracas       •  • 

Palermo 

Mombasa 

Nice 

Bucharest  . . 

Port  Said 

Galatz 

Madrid 

Vii  una 

Canton 

Yokohama  . . 

Newckwang 

Wulm 

Athens 

Tonga 

Smyrna 

Baghdad 

Hiogo  and  Osaka  . . 

Bangkok     . . 


Odessa 

Naples        •  • 

JJevrout      •• 

Tunis 

Kiukiang    . .  . . 

Bangkok     . .         . . 

Rio  Grande  do  Sul 

Valparaiso 

Brindisi 

Bush  ire       .  • 

Christiania.. 

Cadiz 

Meshed       .  •  • . 

St.  Petersburg       .. 

Uatoum      . .  •  i 

Peking 


Price. 

.  lid. 

.  lid. 

.  Id. 

.  id. 

.  5id. 

.  lid. 

.  Ud. 

.  3d. 

.  id. 

.  3d. 

.  8|d. 

.  Id. 

.  3d. 

.  Id. 

.  lid. 

.  Id. 

.  2id. 

.  2d. 

.  lid. 

.  lid. 

.  Id. 

.  Id. 

.  l|d. 

.  Id. 

.  2d. 

.  Id. 

.  id. 

Hid. 

.  id. 

.  lid. 

,  4|d. 

.  lid. 

.  lid. 

.  2d. 

.  2d. 

.  Id. 

.  lid. 

.  Id. 

.  Id. 

.  2d. 

.  id. 

.  id. 

.  Id. 

.  4i<L 

.  Id. 

.  2d. 

.  2d. 

.  Id. 

.  lid. 

.  3d. 

.  Id. 

.  Id. 

.  4d. 

•  2id. 

.  2d. 

.  5id. 

.  2d. 

.  2|d. 

.  44d. 

.  Id. 

.  3d. 


Ho. 

1804. 

1805. 

1805. 

1807. 

1808. 

1809. 

1810. 

1811. 

1812. 

1813. 

1814. 

1815. 

1816. 

1817. 

1818. 

1819. 

1820. 

1821. 

1822. 

18J3. 

1824. 

1825. 

1826. 

1827. 

1828. 

1820. 

1830. 

1831. 

1832. 

1833. 

1834. 

1835. 

1836. 

1837. 

1838. 

1839. 

1810. 

1841. 

1842. 

18*3. 

1844. 

1845. 

1846. 

1947. 

1848. 

1840.* 

1850. 

1851. 

1852. 

1853. 

1854. 

1855. 

1856. 

1.857. 

1858. 

1859. 

1860. 

1861. 

1862. 

1863. 

1864. 


Price. 

Samos         . .          .  •          . .  id. 

Dantzig 2d. 

Antwerp     ••          ..          ..  lid. 

Ajaccio       ..          ..          »•  lid. 
Stettin        ..          .,          ..3d. 

Aleppo        ..          ..          ••  Id. 

Tangier       ..          . .          . .  2id. 

Tokio          3id. 

Madeira     ..          . .         ••  4*1. 

Vera  Cruz              . .          ..  Id. 

Oporte        Id. 

Hamburg   ..          ..          ..  lid. 

New  Orleans         . .          ••  lid. 

Bcngazi      ..          ..          ..  id. 

Marmagao  .  •         . .          . .  id. 

Gothenburg           ..          . .  2d. 

Par-al-Baida         ..          ..  3d. 

Eraevo-um  ••          ..          . .  id. 

Mnuich 2  id. 

Samoa         ..          ..          ..  id. 

Chinkiang  ..          ..          ••  Id. 

JeiUlnh        . .          . .          . .  Id. 

Sofia            .,          ..          ..  lid. 

Mexico        ..          . .          *.  2d. 

Tencriffc     . .          ..          ••  34d. 

Uatoum       .  ♦          ..          . .  Id. 

Cadiz           Id. 

Martinique..          ..          ..  Id. 


Odessa 
Ghilan 
Old  Calabar 
Tamsui        .  • 
Copenhagen 
Salonika 


Id. 

Id. 
6i<L 

Id. 

id. 
lid. 


Honolulu    ..          . .          ..  id. 

Buenos  Ay  res        ..          ..  2d. 

Para            Id. 

Bolivia        2d. 

Washington           ..          ..  3d. 

Berlin          2d. 

Uganda       ..          ..          ..  Id. 

Belgrade lid. 

Dakar         id. 

Florence     . .          . .          . .  lid. 

Copenhagen           ..          ..  2d. 

Havre         2d. 

Serajero     ..         . .          . .  Id. 

Madrid 2d. 

LaRochelle  ..  ..lid. 

Chicago       . .          ..          ..  4d. 

Berlin         Id. 

Cherbourg 2\d. 

Beira          Id. 

Charleston 2id. 

Saigon        ..         ••         ..  id. 

Suakin        Id. 

Rouen         . .          ♦.         . .  2d. 

Patras         lid. 

Barcelona  . .         . .         . .  2d. 

Amoy          ..         ..         ..  2id. 

Trcbizond  ..         ..         . .  Id. 
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PORTUGAL. 

LISBON. 

Sir  H.  Maodonell  to  the  Marquess  of  Salisbury. 
(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  March  27,  1897.) 

My  Lord 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  herewith 
a  Report  which  has  been  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Conway  Thornton, 
Secretary  of  this  Legation,  upon  the  Trade  of  Portugal  in  the 
year  1895. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        H.  G.  MACDONELL. 
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Progress  Since  the  date  (October,  1894)  of  the  last  Report  from  thi» 

made  bv  Legation  upon  the  commerce  of  Portugal,  some  slight  progress  has 
^ord*1  ^een  eff<ec^e(l  towards  a  resumption  by  this  kingdom  of  normal 
resumption  of  commercial  relations  with  foreign  Powers.  The  first  step  was  the 
commercial  acceptance  by  the  Cortes  of  a  Declaration  with  that  object  signed 
relations  with  jn  ig95  by  Portugal  and  the  Netherlands.  This  was  followed  bv 
more  precise  and  durable  agreements  concluded  with  Norway  and 
Russia  respectively,  and  lastly,  at  the  beginning  of  the  present 
year,  a  treaty  (which  still  requires  Parliamentary  sanction)  was 
signed  with  Japan.  The  text  of  this  latter  instrument  has  not  yet 
been  made  public,  but  it  is  understood  that  the  importance  of  its 
provisions  is  of  a  restricted  nature. 

Negotiations  are  believed  to  be  fairly  advanced  with  several  of 
the  other  Powers  represented  at  Lisbon.  Nevertheless,  for  the 
present,  at  least,  the  commerce  of  Portugal  with  the  entire  world, 
excepting  only  the  countries  above-mentioned,  remains  subject  to 
the  influence  of  the  General  Customs  Tariff  of  June  17,  1892,  the 
stringent  character  of  which  has  been  pointed  out  in  the  former 
Report  referred  to. 

Designed,  as  was  originally  averred,  to  serve  a3  a  weapon  for 
obtaining  more  solid  concessions  in  the  treaties  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  negotiate  without  delay,  that  tariff  has  now  continued  in 
unabated  force  towards  the  produce  of  nine-tenths  of  the  civilised 
world  for  nearly  five  years,  and  the  promised  treaties  are  still 
unconcluded.  The  protracted  maintenance  of  such  an  uncom- 
promising system  of  protection  has  habituated  every  industry  to  its 
shelter  and  support,  and,  consequently,  in  whatever  particular  that 
system  may  be  departed  from  in  virtue  of  commercial  treaties,  it 
will  inevitably  be  felt  as  a  hardship  in  one  quarter  or  another. 

The  fully-classified  customs  returns  for  the  year  1895  have 
now  been  published,  and  afford  the  only  convenient  means  of 
gauging  the  actual  situation  of  Portuguese  trade,  by  comparing 
the  several  items  with  the  corresponding  figures  in  1894.  By  this 
means  the  following  information  can  be  gleaned. 

Commencing  with  Class  I  of  the  Table  of  Imports — Live- 
stock— it  appears  that  the  number  of  head  of  cattle  imported  in 
1895  was  more  than  double  that  of  the  preceding  year,  though  the 
values  did  not  quite  reach  the  same  proportion :  in  the  year  in 
question,  173,242  head  of  cattle,  valued  at  454,105/.  were  imported. 
These  included  32,923  horned  beasts,  7,988  horses,  6,183  mules, 
20,537  asses,  58,547  sheep,  10,318  goats.  28,487  swine.  Informer 
years  Portugal  was  a  great  exporter  of  live-stock,  and,  indeed, 
greatly  depended  upon  this  item  for  securing  a  balance  for  her 
trade,  especially  with  England.  These  figures,  consequently,  are 
at  first  sight  discouraging,  the  more  so  when  it  is  remembered  how 
considerably,  since  the  visitation  of  the  phylloxera,  vineyards 
have  given  place  to  pasture  land.  Strangely  enough,  however,  the 
corresponding  column  in  the  exports  table  shows  an  excess  in 
value  of  some  100,000/.  The  explanation  which  I  have  been 
given  of  this  circumstance  is  that  all  animals  brought  over  the 
frontier  from  Spain,  whether  for  fattening  or  even  for  transport 
purposes  merely,  are  entered  as  an  import,  and  on  their  return  are 


Imports : 
Class  I, 
live-stock. 
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entered  as  an  export.  The  values  given  do  not  always  tally,  and 
the  bearing  of  the  whole  return  on  the  commercial  balance  of 
Portugal  is,  therefore,  to  a  great  extent  artificial. 

In  1875  the  matter  stood  very  differently.  The  live-stock 
imported  was  valued  at  199,000/.,  nearly  all  arriving  from  Spain  ; 
but  the  export  was  valued  at  465,500/.,  out  of  which  387,000/. 
went  to  Great  Britain  in  the  shape  of  23,085  head  of  horned  beasts. 

Class  II — substances  employed  in  arts  and  manufactures —  C1*88  JI» 
shows  an  increase  of  about  222,550/.  over  1894.     It  is  sub-divided  u^far*8 
into :  animal  substances,  showing  an  inqrease  of  about  2  per  cent. ;  arte,  &c. 
vegetable  substances,   with  an  increase  of   about  6  per  cent. ;  li«  sub- 
mineral  substances,  with  a  decrease  of  5  per  cent,  nearly ;  metals,  diT1810n- 
with  an  increase  of  24  per  cent. ;   chemical   products,  with  an 
increase  of  6  per  cent.;   and  sundries,  in  which  there  was  an 
increase  of  some  20  per  cent. 

With  regard  to  animal  substances,  the  chief  differences  are  Animal 
the  following : — Unspecified  articles  are  valued  at  5,600/.  as  against  Unspecified 
4,870/.  in  1894.  ^ 

Spongesshow  an  increase  of  808  kilos,  in  weight,  and  470/.  in  value.  Sponges. 

Gelatine,  isinglass,  and  glue  iucreased  in  value  2,550/.,  but  the  Gelatine,  &c. 
quantities  were  proportionately  far  more  considerable. 

Wool,  in  the  fleece,  black,  showed  a  decrease  in  every  respect ;  Wool, 
the  total  import  being  20,500/.     White  increased  in  quantity  by 
13£  per  cent,,  but  decreased  in  value  from  142,200/.  to  122,000/. 
For  black  wool,  washed,  there  seems  to  be  no  demand,  but  white 
was  imported  to  the  value  of  35,600/. 

Carded  wool,  both  white  and  black,  seems  to  be. out  of  the 
market  almost  entirely  ;  but  combed  wool,  white  and  dyed,  shows  an 
increase  both  in  weight  and  value.     White  42,000/.,  coloured  7,140/. 

167  tons  of  waste  combings,  valued  at  28,300/.,  .were  imported  Waste 
in  1895,  as  compared  with  116  tons,  value  19,450/.,  in  1894     The  combings. 
163  tons  of  shoddy,  valued  at  11,670/.,  imported  in  1894,  also  rose  shoddy, 
to  221  tons,  valued  at  15,700/.  in  the  year  following. 

Animal  fats  and  oils  (lard,  dripping,  and  margarine  excepted)  Animal  fats, 
differed  very  little  in  quantity ;  but  the  value  imported  increased  &>. 
from  26,600/.  in  1894  to  33,200/.  in  1895. 

Eaw  hides  decreased  in  quantity,  but  rose  50  per  cent,  in  value,  Hides, 
the   total   import  being  valued   at   26,200/.     The   dried   article 
decreased  in  quantity  from  2,707  to  1,956  tons ;  at  the  same  time, 
the  value  of   the  latter  was  computed  at  146,200/.,  as    against 
168,000/.  for  the  larger  quantity  the  year  before. 

Tanned  hides  of  all  descriptions  increased  considerably  in 
quantity  ;  the  value  rose  in  a  smaller  proportion.  The  figures  for 
1895  were  56,800/. 

Skins  with  the  hair  or  wool  on  doubled  iu  value,  though  not  in  Skins, 
weight.  2,846  kilos,  were  imported,  the  estimated  value  being  1,980/. 

In  kid  the  increase  was  also  great,  the  value  rising  from  2,900/.  Kid. 
in  1894  to  5,200/.  in  1895. 

Animal  hair  imported  is  valued  at  30,300/.     Sausage-skins,  Hair, 
salted  and  dried,  13.500/. 

In  the  sub-division— vegetable  substances— staves  for  barrels  Vegetable 
('W>7\  substances. 
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show  a  falling-oft',  easily  to  l>e  explained  by  the  reduction  in  the 
vineyards.  The  decrease  was  410,000  staves,  the  value  imported 
in  1895  being  127,640/.  sQ 

The  raw  cottons  imported  in  1895  were  some  20  per  cent,  in 
quantity  in  excess  of  the  previous  year,  showing  12,821  tons, 
estimated  at  575,600/. 

Looking  back  20  years  it  will  be  found  that  in  1875  Portugal 
only  took  2,082  tons,  valued  at  127,500/.  In  188o  the  importa- 
tion had  risen  to  4,159  tons,  at  198,000/.  In  1890  the  quantity 
was  8,231  tons,  and  the  v^lue  420,000/.  These  iignres  testify  to  a 
rapid  and  important  development  of  the  Portuguese  manufacture 
of  cotton  goods  during  the  period  just  reviewed.  From  private 
information  received,  however,  the  suspicion  is  aroused  that  the 
home  market  is,  temporarily  at  least,  somewhat  overstocked.  This 
view  is  confirmed  by  the  falling-off  of  over  2,000  tons,  shown  by 
the  published  returns  for  the  earlier  half  of  1896. 

Caoutchouc,  guttapercha,  ebonite,  and  similar  compounds 
increased  by  3£  tons,  the  value  imported  being  about  1,900/. 

Charcoal  rose  by  248  tons ;  the  total  value  approached  closely 
to  3,000/. 

Cork  tree  bark  was  oidy  imported  to  an  amount  of  12,200/., 
less  than  half  of  the  value  in  1894.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  however, 
it  occurred  in  very  nearly  the  same  figures  in  1892  and  1893. 

Malt  declined  174  tons  in  quantity,  and  2,700/.  in  value.  The 
total  amount  imported  was  6,140/. 

Yeast,  on  the  contrary,  increased  by  50  per  cent,  in  quantity, 
but  decreased  in  value;  whilst  unmanufactured  cork  decreased 
50  per  cent,  in  quantity,  but  rose  in  value  to  5,675/.,  a  gain  of 
some  14  per  cent.  This  article  of  importation  appears  to  be 
almost  entirely  derived  from  Spain.  It  is  possibly  destined  for 
eventual  re-exportation. 

Textile  filaments,  similar  to  flax,  not  otherwise  specified,  also 
show  an  increase,  the  value  imported  being  8,730/. 

Fruits  and  seeds  for  distillation  are  marked  at  620/.,  a  decline 
from  the  previous  year. 

Wood  for  fuel  rose  to  1,400/.,  nearly  double  the  previous  figures. 
In  raw  fiax  and  hemp  there  was  a  decrease  of  20,000/.,  the 
Kaw  flax,  &c.  yalue  imp0rted  being  57,600/. 

Wood  for  In  wood  for  cabinet  work  there  was  an  increase  of  521  tons  in 

cabinet  work.  weight,  the  value  given  being  19,300/.  Veneers  show  a  decrease 
Veneers.  of  jrom  36  tons  to  19  tonS)  but  tke  vaiuo  fell  very  slightly  in  pro- 
portion ;  the  total  amount  for  1895  was  1,380/. 

Ordinary  timber,  in  baulks,  at  19,500/.,  is  a  trifle  lower  than 
the  figures  of  the  previous  year;  the  same  article,  sawn  into 
planks,  increased  by  about  20,000/.,  showing  a  total  of  86,660/. 

In  timber  for  masts  there  was  a  decrease  in  quantity  but  an 
increase  in  value,  the  total  standing  at  700/. 

Vegetable  filaments,  unspecified,  rose  to  40,000/.,  or  8,00CWL 
mote  than  in  1894. 

Dry  materials       j^y  materials  for  the  arts,  valued,  at  5,570/.,  showed  a  small 
MewfobT^c  increase.    The  same  may  be  said  of  mendobi  and  gergelim  oils, 
ib,       '     *'  which  were  estimated  at  6,000/. 
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Valin  oil  decreased  nearly  one-half  in  quantity,  and  aue-third  paim  ojj. 
in  value,  the  amount  imported  being  only  11,470/.     In  oil  of  sweet  Ditto,  of  **•<** 
almonds  the  value  also  suffered  a  reduction,  and  the  same  may  be  nh*on4s. 
noted  as   concerns  fixed   liquid   oils,    unspecified   in   the  tariff  ^^  lK*uld 
(3,950/.) ;  but  the  greatest  falling-off  was  shown  in  concrete  vege-  c  " 
table  oils  (15,000/.),  wliich  shows  a  decrease  of  nearly  60  percent,  vegetable  oiK 

Volatile  oils  of  turpentine  (1,180/.)  stands  at  about  ten  times  volatile  oils 
its  value  in  the  previous  year ;    whilst  unspecified  volatile  oils  of  turoeBftroe;. 
(2,630/.)  show  but  little  variation.  and  others. 

Woodn,  roots,  and  barks  for  dyeing  purposes  (6,500/.)  show  a  Woods,  &c:r 
small  decrease;  but  plants  and  seeds  increased  by  about  7  per pknuan& 
cent.,  reaching  7,700/.,  which  circumstance  goes  to  show  that  new  8eca8. 
branches  of  agriculture  are  receiving  attention  from  the  Portuguese 
cultivator. 

Eesins  and  gums  (5,700/.)  show  an  increase  of  700/.  Resins,  &c. 

Oleaginous  seeds  rose  from  9,856  tons,  value  80,760/.,  to  12,927  otaagiiwuM- 
touB,  estimated  at  101,600/.  seeds. 

Vegetable  juices,  &c,  unspecified,  nearly  equalled  the  figures  of  VegrtaWe 
1894.    The  value  imported  was  11,630/.  i™***- 

In  raw  tobacco  the  increased  importation  was  very  great ;  Raw  tobacco* 
2,597  tons,  valued  at  144,850/.,  were  introduced  in  1895,  as  com- 
pared with  1,887  tons,  value  88,880/.,  in  1894.  Looking  back 
20  years,  we  find  that,  in  187~>,  the  importation  was  1,756  tons, 
valued  at  126,000/.  Probably  the  conditions  of  the  supply  are 
liable  to  periodical  variations. 

Passing  to  the  next  sub-division — mineral  substances — the  Minerar 
item,  mineral  waters,  is  seen  to  be  fairly  constant  in  quantity  and  8ub8tances. 
value.    Not  so  tar  and  mineral  pitch,  the  importation  of  which  Mi£eral 
increased  sevenfold.    The  value    brought  into   the  country  was  J^  ™'d  pilo}il 
2,470/.,  the  quantity,  1,602  tons.  (mineral). 

Cement  and  calcined  gypsum  have  shown  a  constant  decrease  Cement,  &c. 
since  1893.    This  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  opening  of  an  important 
factory  at  Alhaudra,  on  the  Tagus,  a  little    above    Lisbon.     In 
cement  the  decrease  was  from  13,387  tons   to  10,363  tons ;  in 
gypaum  from  42  to  10  tons.    Hydraulic  lime,  lwwever,  increased  Hydraulic 
from  1,549  tons,  valued  at  2,780/.,  in  1894.  to  3,088  tons,  value 1,me* 
2,900/.,  in  1895. 

Coal  diminished  by  30,000  tuns,  showing  a  total  importation  CoaL 
of  001,150  tons,  value  393,600/.     These  figures  nearly  approach 
those  of  1892,  the  value  being,  however,  smaller.     In  1875  the 
quantity  was  426,223  tons,  but  the  value  was  544,000/. 

Coke  and  compressed  fuels  doubled  in  quantity  and  value  as  coke  and 
compared  with  1894,  and  showed  a  superiority  also  witli  regard  compressed* 
to  the  three  preceding  years.     Quantity  in  1895,  18,218   tons;*uela- 
value  15,450/. 

Sulphur  also  shows  a   lurge    increase ;    16,977    tons,  value  sulphur.. 
T>9,340/.,  were  imported,  comparing  favourably  with  the  19,021 
tons,  valued  at  83,700/.,  which  were  imported  in  1885,  when  the 
vineyards  were  producing ;  for  it  shows  that  the  new  vineyards 
are  already  extensive. 

Marble  and  alabaster,  both  sann  and  in  the  rough,  show  a  Marble. 
laTge  increase.    Collectively,  the  value  imported  was  6,606/. 
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Mineral  substances  in  the  rough,  not  specifically  mentioned, 
show  an  increase  of  nearly  50  per  cent,  in  weight,  but  in  lesser 
proportion  as  regards  value.  The  amount  of  the  import  "was 
14,480/. 

Light  and  medium  mineral  oils  for  illuminating  purposes 
decreased  by  1,000  tons,  but  still  compare  favourably  with 
previous  years.     The  total  value  was  104,160/. 

The  heavy  mineral  oils  for  lubricating  purposes  show,  on  the 
contrary,  a  large  increase,  both  in  weight  and  value — 1,780  tons 
were  imported,  the  value  being  a  trifle  over  14,000/.  The  small- 
ness  of  the  last  two  crops  of  olives  accounts,  perhaps,  for  this 
increase. 

Taking  the  sub-division — metals — we  find  that  the  importation 
of  steel  wire  (212/.)  decreased  to  even  a  lower  sum  than  in  1892 
{290/.),  while  steel  in  ingots  descended  to  zero. 

Cast  and  rolled  steel  decreased  from  1,505  tons  to  961  tons  as 
regards  weight,  but  rose  from  17,800  to  20,900/.  as  regards  value. 

In  steels  rails  there  was  a  rise  from  179  tons  to  270  tons. 

Antimony,  metallic,  or  sulphuret,  decreased  by  1|  tons. 

Cast  lead  increased  slightly  in  quantity  but  decreased  in  value 
to  21,200/.,  while  rolled  lead  decreased  in  both  ways,  the  value 
imported  being  4,550/. 

Copper,  pure,  brass,  bronze,  or  similar  alloys,  rolled  or 
beaten,  or  in  vessels  unfinished,  also  show  a  considerable  increase, 
the  value  imported  being  3,250/.,  as  compared  with  1,380/.  in  1894. 

In  the  same  metals,  drawn  (5,800/.),  the  value  is  very  nearly 
the  same  as  in  the  preceding  year;  while  the  corresponding 
substances,  cast,  hammered,  rolled,  or  in  ingots,  show  a  rise  from 
20,100/.  to  23,550/. 

Tin,  in  ingots  (21,750/.),  shows  a  rise  of  20  per  cent. ;  rolled 
tin  was  the  same  in  quantity,  but  descended  in  value  to  370/.,  as 
compared  with  665/.  in  the  previous  year  ;  and  solder,  continuing 
its  descent  since  1892,  was  only  imported  to  the  extent  of  34/. 

Iron,  hammered  or  rolled,  rough,  shows  an  insignificant 
decrease  at  189,125/.  ;  but  the  tin  and  galvanised  article 
experienced  a  rise  of  nearly  70  per  cent,  as  regards  quantity,  the 
total  value  imported  being  84,000/.  in  round  numbers. 

A  rise,  but  not  so  important,  is  observable  in  the  tinned  or 
galvanised  iron,  printed  or  painted,  the  value  imported  being  1,440/. 

Pig-iron  increased  200  tons  in  quantity,  and  decreased  2,000/. 
in  value.  The  value  of  the  import  was  24,400/.  A  similar 
increase  in  the  quantity  of  iron  wire  of  all  kinds  is  observable, 
•and  it  is  accompanied  by  a  proportionate  increase  in  the  value, 
which  was  49,770/. 

There  was  a  comparatively  large  falling-off  both  in  the  quantity 
and  the  value  of  the  mercury  imported,  the  latter  falling  to  2,230/. 

The  importation  of  gold  (coin  excepted)  was  200,850/.,  as  com- 
pared with  122,500/.  in  1894  ;  and  an  increase  is  noticeable  in 
the  importation  of  silver  (coin  excepted),  the  figures  being  23,500/. 
in  1894,  and  33,200/.  in  1895. 

As  regards  zinc,  rolled  or  iu  ingots,  the  figures  are  particularly 
worthy  of  note,  for  while  in  1894  some  394  tons  were  imported 


Digitized  by  LiOOQ IC 


LISBON.  7 

*it  a  value  of  15,600/.,  445  tons  were  imported  in  1895,  the  value 
of  which  was  only  7,700/. 

In  chemical  products  we  find  that,  as  compared  with  1894,  the  Cbemical 
importation  of  pyroligneous  acid  (1,000/.)  showed  an  increase  of  Pro?ucto»  - 
107  per  cent ;  arsenious  acid  (250/.),  an  increase  of  70  per  cent. ; 
muriatic  acid  (2,800/.),  an  increase  of  170  per  cent. ;  nitrate  of 
potash  (10,800/.),  an  increase  of  23  per  cent.;  nitrate  of  soda 
(5,100/.),  an  increase  of  40  per  cent. ;  iodine  (580/.),  an  increase  of 
15  per  cent;  phosphorus  (1,300/.),  an  increase  of  97  percent; 
refined  carbonate  of  potash  (1,580/.),  an  increase  of  76  per  cent. ; 
unrefined  carbonate  of  potash  (484/.),  an  increase  of  53  per  cent. ; 
carbonate  of  soda,  unrefined  (340/.),  an  increase  of  44  per  cent. ; 
chloride  of  sodium  (1,009/.),  an  increase  of  79  per  cent ;  sulphate 
of  soda  (1,920/.),  an  increase  of  45  per  cent ;  sulphate  of  potash 
(520/.),  an  increase  of  1,826  per  cent. ;  sulphate  of  iron  (1,360/.), 
an  increase  of  870  per  cent. ;  sundries,  unspecified  (55,600/.)  an 
increase  of  6  per  cent. 

Nitrate  of  silver  (620/.)  is  very  nearly  the  same  as  in  the  pre- 
ceding year,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  value  of  the  sulphate 
of  copper  imported  (36,920/.),  although  the  quantity  decreased  by 
some  500  tons. 

The  following  show  a  decrease: — Sulphuric  acid  (79/.)  41  per 
cent. ;  borate  of  soda  (355/.),  51  per  cent;  carbonate  of  soda,  dry 
(11,900/.),  9  per  cent;  chloride  of  lime  (4,200£),  27  per  cent ; 
salts  of  quinine  (1,700/.),  27  per  cent. 

"  Sundries,"  which  is  the  last  sub-division  of  this  Class  II,  show  Sundries, 
an  increase  in  the  importation  of  the  following  articles : — Fatty 
acids  (1;850/.),  24  per  cent. ;  purified  paraffin  (6,370/.),  340  per 
cent ;  artificial  manures  (19,680/.),  63  per  cent ;  waste  paper, 
pulp,  rags.  &c,  for  paper  making  (19,420/.),  73  per  cent. ;  vegetable, 
mineral,  or  animal  wax  (3,200/.),  10  per  cent. ;  paints  and  colours, 
unprepared  (47,000/.),  35  per  cent. ;  substances  for  medicinal  use, 
or  in  perfumery  not  specifically  mentioned  (17,000/.),  6  per  cent ; 
wicks  for  caudles  (330/.),  4£  per  cent 

Decreases  are  shown  by  dyer's  extracts  (31,720/.),  11  per  cent. ; 
margarine  (7,230/.),  41  per  cent ;  lamp  black  (135/.),  55  per  cent 

Class  III  embraces  threads,  yarns,  felts,  and  woven  fabrics  class  in, 
made   and  unmade.    The  total   value   of  the  imports  in   1895  threads, 
embraced  by  it  was  1,163,093/.,  that  is  to  say  140,312/.  more  than  gJJJ^0- 
in  1894.     Its  sub-divisions  are  wool,  silk,  cotton,  flax,  and  such    0fl    gure8, 
like,  and  sundries. 

Woollen  goods,  which  Portugal  imported  in  1875  to  the  value  Woollen 
.of  729,255/.,  of  which  some  256,896/.  was  purchased  in  the  United  S00**- 
Kingdom,  it  only  imported  in  1895  to  the  amount  of  244,677/. 
from   all   countries.     The  returns  for  the  first  half  of  the  year 
1896  show  a  continued  tendency  to  decrease. 

Berlin  wool  and  worsted  were  imported  iu  1895  to  the  value  Berlin  wool, 
of  10,540/.,  which  was  about  1,290/.  less  than  the  preceding  year.  &c- 
Blankets  were   128/.,   as  compared  with  222/.  in   1894 ;  but  in  Blanket8- 
shawls  and  kerchiefs  (26,290/.)  there  was  an  increase  of  about  Shaw,»- 
6,650/.;  and  an  increase  of  about  2,000/.  is  also  seen  iu  carpets  Carpets. 
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and  druggets  (14,470/.).  Piece-goods  figure  for  17,350/.,  as  against 
15,900/.  in  the  preceding  year.  Made-up  goods  to  the  vafae  of 
19,000/.  were  imported  in  1895,  being  1,930/.  more  than  in  1894. 

The  trade  in  silk  also  does  not  compare  favourably  wiih  that 
of  former  days.  In  1875  the  total  value  imported  was  245,348/., 
of  which,  however,  only  some  41,700/.  was  drawn  nova  Gwat 
Britain.  The  year  1895,  compared  with  1894,  shows  am  increase 
of  about  21,700/.,  the  value  imported  having  been  200,800/. 

Saw  eilk  (25,700/.)  decreased  14  per  cent.,  the  increase  being 
in  silk  manufactures.  Thus  silk  thread  (7,970/.)  rose  by  Marly  lO 
per  cent. ;  shawls  (4,720/.),  20  per  cent. ;  ribbons  and  braids 
(34,636/.),  32  percent. ;  silk  handkerchiefs (21,460/.),  32  per  cent ; 
silk  plush  for  men's  hats  (£30/.),  36  per  cent. ;  silk  plushes  and 
velvets  (21,500/.),  6  per  cent. :  pure  silk  textile  fabrics  (48/430/.), 
44  per  cent. ;  mixed  textile  fabrics  (27,200/.),  35  per  cent. ;  eilk 
ties  (712/.),  50  per  cent. ;  made-up  goods  (6,21 0/.),  4  J  per  «cnt. 

Knitted  goods  (975/.),  and  cloths  for  sieves  (620/.),  differ  but 
slightly  from  the  previous  returns. 

The  total  value  of  the  cotton  goods  imported  in  1895 
(541,216/.)  compares  favourably  with  the  previous  year,  as  it 
shows  a  general  increase  of  16  per  cent.,  but  a  retrospective 
glance  of  20  years  shows  us  how  far  even  those  improved  figures 
are  from  the  982,700/.  of  cotton  goods  which  Portugal  imported 
in  1875,  of  which  918,000/.  were  derived  from  Great  Britain.  In 
the  latter  sum,  however,  about  52,000/.  of  raw  cotton  is  included. 

As  regards  the  various  numbers  of  cotton  thread  in  hanks, 
some  show  a  rise,  aud  others  a  fall,  the  total  value  (11,050/.) 
denoting  an  increase  of  7£  per  cent  Sewing  cotton  (65,106/.) 
shows  the  large  increase  of  34  per  cent.,  and  the  returns  for  the 
first  half  of  the  year  1896  seem  to  indicate  that  the  rise  is 
permanent. 

lineeys,  blankets,  and  moleskins  show  an  increase  of  95  per 
cent,  in  the  bleached  and  unbleached  kinds  (170/.),  but  a  decrease 
of  4£  per  cent,  in  the  dyed  article  (5,350/.). 

The  following  goods  show  an  increase : — Ducks,  drills,, 
hollands,  &c.  (4,930/.),  54  percent, ;  muslins  and  cambrics  (2,600/.), 
5£  per  cent. ;  tulle,  canvas,  &e.  (8,960/.),  40  per  cent. ;  tapes  and 
braids  (3,640/.),  28  percent. ;  laces, insertions,  &c.  (9,410/.),  16  per 
cent.;  serges  and  crapes  (32,100/.),  46  per  cent;  textile  fabrics, 
plain,  unbleached  (37,710/.),  25  per  cent ;  textile  fabrics,  plain, 
bleached  (200,400/.),  13£  per  cent. ;  damasks,  satinettes,  &c.,  white 
(9,800/.),  11  pei-  cent. ;  damasks,  satinettes,  &c,  coloured  or 
printed  (89,450/.),  19  per  cent. :  cotton,  velvets,  and  plushes 
(13,820/.),  9£  per  cent. ;  textile  fabrics,  made  up,  not  specifically 
mentioned  (9,200/.),  9±  per  cent. ;  knitted  goods  (15,740/.),  U 
per  cent. 

Men's  collars  and  cuffs  (660/.)  suffered  a  decrease  of  11  per 
eent. ;  bombazines  and  velutines  (300/.),  11  per  cent. ;  bobinet, 
gauae,  lace  curtains,  &c.  (3,625/.),  13  per  cent. 

Shawls  and  kerchiefs  (17,090/.),  although  suffering  a  slight 
decrease  in  quantity,  differed  from  the  preceding  year  by  only  1/. 
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Linen,  hempen,  and  such  like  goods  were  imported  in  1895  j^ncn  ^i*. 
to  a  total  value  of  107,000/.,  as  compared  with  102,000/.  in  1894, 
and  73,871/.  in  1892.     The  present  figures  represent  exactly  the 
value  of  the  same  import  in  1875,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  a 
tendency  to  increase  in  the  first  half  of  the  year  1896. 

An  average  increase  is  noticeable  in  the  following: — Yarn  oflncwasos 
jute,  or  other  vegetable  fibres  (39,000/.),  about  10  per  cent. ; 8hown- 
damasks,  towellings,  &c.  (5,200/.),  24  per  cent ;  shawls  and  ker- 
chiefs (3,160/.),  52  per  cent. ;  drills,  clucks,  hollancfe,  aad  sail- 
cloth (4,170/.),  11  per  cent. ;  laces,  insertions,  and  edgings  (285/.), 
220  per  cent. ;  carpets  and  druggets  (132/.),  21  per  cent. ;  velvets, 
plushes,  and  such  like  (4,130/.),  17£  per  cent.;  textile  fabrics,  not 
specifically  mentioned  (9,730/.),  21  per  cent. ;  hemp  and  jute 
sacking  (735/.),  16  per  cent. 

The  goods  which  show  a  decreased  importation  are  the  follow-  Decreases, 
ing: — Linen  or  hempen  thread  (24,450/.),  13£  per  cent.;  yarn  for 
sacking,  dry  spun  (9,970/.),  3  per  cent. ;   made-up  goods  (5,230/.), 
3£  per  cent. 

Muslins  and  cambrics  (230/.),  and  fine  canvas,  gauze,  tulle,  &c.  Muslins, 
(145/.),  were  not  modified  to  any  extent  worthy  of  mention.  cambrics,  &c. 

The  last  sub-division  of  Class  III,  embracing  goods  valued  at  Other 
09,335/.,  shows  the  following  increases  of  imports  : —  increases  in 

Cotton  pulp  and  hydrophyle  (245/.),  58  per  cent. ;  caoutchouc  ass 
in  combination  with  silk  (2,580/.),  41  per  cent. ;  caoutchouc  in 
conjunction  with  cotton  (2,550/.),  12£  per  cent. ;  felt  in  sheets, 
dyed  or  printed  (1,945/.),  88  per  cent. ;  felt  carpets  and  druggets 
(280/.),  1,000  per  cent. ;  passementerie,  woollen  (18,250/.),  22  per 
cent.;  passementerie,  silk  (6,940/.),  2  per  cent.;  passementerie, 
containing  gold  or  silver  (760/.),  32  per  cent. ;  tarred  fabrics 
(493/.),  3,250  per  cent. ;  horsehair  stuffs  (295/.),  740  per  cent. ; 
tarred  fabrics,  waterproof  stuffs,  horsehair  stuffs,  &c,  made  up 
(8,485/.),  30  per  cent.  Caoutchouc  in  combination  with  woollen 
stuffs  (1,270/.),  gave  nearly  the  same  figures  as  in  1894. 

The  principal  decreases  observable  are : — Felt  in  sheets,  witli  And 
hair  and  tar  (450/.),  18  per  cent. ;   felt  in  sheets  for  dyeing  or  decreases. 
printing  (180/.),  65  per  cent. ;  passementerie  of  cotton  (4,4407.), 
I»i  per  cent. ;  embroidered  tissues  (20,000/.),  7  per  cent. 

Class  IV,  articles  of  food,  sums  up  to  2,955.450/.,  which  is  class  IV, 
some  450,000/.  more  than  in  the  preceding  year.     It  embraces  the  articles  of 
sub-divisions,   liquors,   cereals,  Hour,  colonial  produce,   fish   andfood' 
sundries. 

The  first  subdivision,  liquors,  exceeds  in  value  the  importation  Liquors, 
of  1894  by  23,961/.  The  chief  item  it  embraces  is  alcohol, 
imported  in  the  wood,  presumably  for  strengthening  the  native 
wines.  The  quantity  imported  in  1895  was  equivalent  to  4,556,860 
litres  of  absolute  alcohol,  the  value  of  it  being  129.950/.,  or  an 
excess  of  23,324/.  113  compared  with  1894. 

The  increase  or  decrease  (generally  the  former)  in  the  other  other  items, 
articles  which  compose  this  sub-division  is  of  small  importance, 
and  it  will  be  sufficient   to  give  the   values   returned   for   1895. 
which  are  as  follows : — 
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Brandy  (bottled),  385/. ;  cognac,  3,260/. ;  gin 
1,810/. ;  liqueurs,  1,325/. ;  sundry  liquors,  2,900/. 
wines  in  the  wood,  560/. ;  bottled  wines,  3,480/ 
175/. 

The  next  sub-division,  cereals,  is  the  most  important  of  all 
in  the  tariff,  for,  coupled  with  the  decreased  exportation  of  wine, 
it  is  the  chief  cause  of  the  commercial  deficit  which  is  threatening 
the  country.  Portugal  imported  in  1895  cereals  to  au  amount  of 
1,229,000/.,  being  300,000/.  more  than  in  1894.  The  chief  items 
are :  —  Barley,  550/. ;  flour,  85/. ;  maize,  62,000/. ;  wheat, 
1,118,881/. 

Looking  back  to  former  years,  we  find  that  in  1875  only 
697,140/.  of  bread  stuffs  was  necessary  to  supply  the  deficit  of 
native  production  ;  in  1885  the  amount  rose  to  905,625/. ;  in  1890 
it  was  887,000/. ;  in  1892  it  was  1,042,593/. ;  and  in  1893  it  rose 
to  the  unprecedented  amount  of  1,277,074/. 

When  treating,  later  on,  of  the  exportation  of  wine,,  it  will  be 
seen  that,  whereas  the  value  of  that  export  returned,  in  1893,  to 
very  nearly  the  figure  at  which  it  stood  in  1875  (without  taking 
into  account  the  great  rise  in  the  price  of  wine  in  1893  as  com- 
pared with  1875),  the  value  of  the  corn  which  it  was  found 
necessary  to  import  was  very  nearly  double  that  of  1875. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  fact  that  the  area  devoted  to 
vineyards  in  1875  must  have  been  much  greater  than  in  1893, 
and  presuming  that  the  vineyards  devastated  by  the  phylloxera 
are  now  being  sown  with  corn,  and  bearing  in  mind  the  fact  that 
the  increase  of  the  population  has  been  very  small,  this  constant 
demand  for  foreign  cereals  to  meet  the  deficit  of  the  native  produc- 
tion becomes  a  difficult  problem  to  solve. 

The  explanation  probably  is  that,  whereas  in  former  times  the 
poorer  classes  lived  mostly  upon  maize,  rarely  tasting  wheaten 
bread,  the  sudden  influx  of  wealth,  owing  to  the  extensive  produc- 
tion and  exportation  of  wine  during  the  last  few  years  of  the  life 
of  the  old  vineyards,  led  the  poor  to  indulge  in  the  more  palatable 
article  of  food,  and  the  richer  classes  to  adopt  a  whiter  bread  for 
consumption.  This  change  was  fostered  by  the  establishment  of 
large  steam  mills  for  the  supply  of  the  wheaten  flour,  and  by  the 
consumption  for  the  maize  created  by  the  increase  of  animal 
labour,  the  result  of  the  tram  lines  in  the  cities,  and  the  good 
roads  made  all  over  the  country. 

That  period  of  prosperity  has,  unhappily,  passed  away,  but 
the  taste  or  craving  for  the  foreign  aliment  still  remains. 

At  any  rate  it  is  the  chief  cause  of  the  great  drain  of  gold 
from  which  Portugal  has  suffered  during  the  last  few  years,  and 
which,  while  the  importation  of  cereals  to  such  an  extent  con- 
tinues, there  seems  but  little  hope  will  cease. 

The  next  sub-division,  flour,  also  shows  an  increase  as  regards 
the  year  1894 ;  the  difference  between  the  returns  being  approxi- 
mately 50  per  cent.  The  total  amount  of  this  sub-division  is 
352,988/. 

Canary  seed,  millet,  &c,  figure  for  2,400/. ;   starch  in  powder 
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and  dextrine  for  10,938/. ;  starch  in  lumps  for  5,785/. ;  mandioc, 
&c,  for  14,000/. ;  and  all  these  show  a  decrease. 

Increases  are  shown  by  rice  (177,414/.),  33  per  cent. ;  potatos  Rice, potato*, 
'(20,450/.),  26  per  cent. ;  biscuits  (1,040/.),  15  per  cent. ;  kneaded  and  sundries 
cereals  (19,420/.),  3,490  per  cent.;  meal  for  soups  (1,825/.),  16  per 
cent. ;   broad  beans  (99,280/.),   139  per  cent. ;  pastes  for  soups 
(425/.),  18  per  cent. 

In   the   total  importation   of  colonial  produce  a  decrease  of  Colonial 
about  3  per  cent,  is  observable,  which  is  almost  general,  the  one  P"*11100- 
exception   being  cocoa  nibs  and  husks   (3,715/.),  which  show  a 
decrease  of  65  per  cent.    The  other  figures  are : — Sugar,  434,865/. ; 
coffee,  140,350/. ;  chicory,  3,090/. ;  tea,  57,320/. ;  chocolate,  2,450/. ; 
spices,  8,370/. ;  and  molasses,  1,865/. 

In  fish  there  is  a  small  decrease,  chiefly  connected  with  the  Fbh. 
unspecified  fresh  article,  which  fell  from  26,225/.  to  6,000/.,  and 
with  unspecified  salt  fish  (6,216/.),  which  shows  a  decrease  of  11 
per  cent. ;  cod  fish  (435,560/.)  shows- an  increase  of  12,000/.  com- 
pared with  the  preceding  year;  and  sardines  (10,060/.)  an  increase 
of  1,700/.     Shell  fish  was  imported  to  the  amount  of  200/. 

Sundries  of  this  class  (115,933/.)  show  an  increase  of  4,000/. 
They  embrace  the  following  articles  : — 

Olive  oil  (8,630/.)  with  an  increase  of  33  per  cent.,  partly  due  01*ve  oa  and 
to  the  smallness  and  bad  quality  of  the  native  crop  in  1895,  and  8Unaries. 
partly  to  the  increased  exportation  of  tinned  sardines ;  lard  and 
dripping  (1,440/.)  as  compared  with  335/.  in -the  year  1894;  meat 
of  all  kinds  (5,400/.)  showing  an  increase  of  10  per  cent.;  pre- 
served provisions  (3,920/.),  a  rise  of  22  per  cent. ;  sweetmeats 
(6,640/.),  a  rise  of  7£  per  cent. ;  vegetables,  &c.  (4,115/.),  a  rise  of 
about  1,750/. ;  forage  (2,970/.),  a  rise  of  about  2,000/. ;  fruits,  fresh 
or  dried  (7,300/.),  a  decrease  of  55  per  cent. ;  butter  (54,325/.),  a 
decrease  of  1£  per  cent.,  it  being  worthy  of  note  that  in  1875  the 
value  of  the  butter  imported  from  Great  Britain  only  was 
121,200/. ;  margarine,  84/. ;  honey,  7/. ;  eggs,  344/.,  whereas  in  the 
preceding  year  only  3/.  in  value  was  imported ;  pepper  (6,270/.), 
an  increase  of  3  per  cent. ;  cheese  (14,350/.),  a  rise  of  11  per  cent., 
but  still  very  far  from  the  22,965/.  imported  in  1875,  of  which 
7,500/.  was  drawn  from  Great  Britain,  or  the  27,000/.  imported 
in  1885,  of  which  15,000/.  worth  came  from  the  United  Kingdom. 
In  grapes  and  raisins  (170/.)  the  variation  is  not  worth  mention- 
ing. 

Class   V,   embraces    apparatus,    instruments,    machines    and  pfe*«  V : 
utensils  employed  in  the  arts,  the  sciences,  industries,  and  agri-  ™8fc^ent/'. 
culture;    also   vessels,  arms,    and    vehicles.      The    total    value  total  figures! ' 
declared   under  these  headings  is  368,410/.,  which  very  nearly 
corresponds  to  the  return  for  1894. 

Commencing  with  such  articles  as  show  an  increase,  the  fol- 
lowing list  may  be  formed : — 

Photographic  apparatus    (2,600/.),  10£    per    cent. ;   printing  ^c^*190* 
machines  (2,27j0/.),  162  per  cent.;   reaping  machines,  thrashing*  own' 
machines,  straw  pressing  machines,  steam  ploughs,  &c.  (5,383/.), 
about  double  the  previous  return  ;  type  and  ornaments  (2,442/.), 
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40  per  cent. ;  photographic  dry  plates  (2,370/.),  22  per  cent ;  gaa 
and  water  meters  (5.100/.),  27  per  cent. ;  engraved  copper  cylinders 
for  calico  printing  (7,360/.),  56  per  cent ;  surgical,  chemical,  and 
physical-educational  apparatus  (7,070/.),  about  2  per  cent. ;  tools 
(45,200/.),  no  difference  worth  mentioning;  musical  instrument* 
and  parts  thereof  (22,850/.),  50  per  cent. ;  spectacles,  opera  glasses, 
&c.   (3,000/.),  38   per  cent. ;    steam,  gas,    and    hot-air    engines 
(16,900/.),  48  per  cent.,  there  being  a  decrease  of  about  30  per 
cent,  in  the  weight  and  value  of  engines  of  under  30  h.p.,  which  was 
more  than  compensated  for  by  the  number,  weight  and  value  of 
engines  of  larger  types ;  models  of  apparatus,  scientific  collections, 
&c.  (1,580/.),  an  increase  of  170/.  ;  articles  for  offices,  drawing,  and 
printing  (8,100/.),  no  variation ;  gold  watches  4,448  in  number, 
as  against  3,478  in  1894,  and  11,830/.,  as  compared  with  9,730/.  in 
value ;  watches  in  other  metals,  29,822  in  number,  and  20,900/.  in 
value,  as  compared  with  23,632  in  number,  and  19,440/.  in  value 
in  the  previous  year ;  turret*  clocks,  8,  valued  at  200/. ;  clocks  in 
general,  23,511,  valued  at  6,660/.,  against  14,482,  valued  at  4,660/. 
in  1894;  parts  of  clocks  and  watches  (610/.),  30  per  cent. ;  belting 
for  machinery  (7,355/.),  40  per  cent. 

The  reductions  comprise: — Prepared  carbon  (400/.),  6  per 
cent. ;  cylinders  (plain)  for  printing  calico  (222/.),  60  per  cent. , 
generators  of  steam  (6,300/.),  2  per  cent. ;  agricultural  and  horti- 
cultural implements  (3,740/.),  37  per  cent. ;  sewing  machines,  8,934 
in  number,  and  22,120/.  in  value,  as  compared  with  7,741,  valued  at 
25,040/.  in  1894;  galvanic  batteries  (235/.),  50  per  cent. ;  painters' 
brushes  (1,490/.),  9  per  cent.;  fishing  nets  (3,275/.;,  9  per  cent.; 
canvas  for  oil  paintings  (200/.),  10  per  cent. 

Twenty-seven  sailing  vessels  were  imported,  valued  at  3,580/., 
as  compared  with  41,  valued  at  10,270/.  in  the  previous  year;  and 
1  steamer  valued  at  4,550/.  Fourteen  vessels,  valued  at  3,540/., 
were  condemned  as  unseaworthy.  Rolling  stock  for  railways  rote 
to  more  than  double  the  amount  of  the  previous  year,  being 
14,250/.  in  value.  Vehicles  of  all  kinds  (1,700/.)  fell  off  14  per 
cent.  Cycles  (5,040/.)  increased  a  trifle  in  number,  but  decreased 
somewhat  in  value. 

In  the  value  of  the  weapons  imported  there  was  a  general 
decrease.  Side-arms  and  parts  thereof  (385/.)  fell  off  57  per 
cent  ;  artillery  and  parts  thereof  (1,865/.),  18  per  cent ;  muusle- 
loading  guns  (850/.),  11  per  cent, ;  breech-loaders  (3,420/.),  46  per 
cent. ;  pistols  and  parts  of  fire-arms  (570/.),  33  per  cent 

Class  VI — sundry  manufactured  goods  (621,805/.) — shows  a 
total  increase  of  35,310/.  It  comprises  the  sub-divisions  of  manu- 
factures of  animal,  vegetable,  mineral,  and  metallic  substances ; 
paper  articles  and  printing  materials ;  and  sundries. 

In  the  animal  division  the  following  goods  show  an  increase : — 

Whalebone,  real  and  artificial  (940/.),  50  per  cent ;  human  hair, 
made  up  (655/.),  21  per  cent.;  kid  gloves  over  12  inches  long 
(100/.)  about  five  times  the  value  in  the  previous  year;  tortoise- 
shell,  made  up  (36/.),  30  per  cent, ;  horn  and  bone  goods  (7S0A), 
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24   per   cent.;  fur  goods   (940/.),  3-15  per  cent.;   feather  goods 
(1,410/.),  670  percent. 

Unspecified  goods  (3,150/.)  stand  at  almost  the  same  amount 
as  in  1894 ;  but  the  following  goods  show  a  decrease: — 

Horse-hair  goods  (204/.)  55  per  cent;  kid  gloves  under  12 
inches  in  length  (3,355/.),  33  percent. ;  ivory  goods  (620/.),  37  per 
cent. ;  skin  or  leather  goods,  not  otherwise  mentioned  (4,120/.),  7 
per  cent. 

As  regards  goods  of  a  vegetable  origin,  the  following  increases  Vegetable 
are  noticeable :—  substances. 

Cork  goods  (370/.),  230  per  cent.;  furniture  and  such  like 
(7,400/.),  26  per  cent. ;  articles,  not  otherwise  mentioned,  made  of 
vegetable  fibres  (1,190/.),  54  per  cent. ;  straw,  plaited  or  fancy,  for 
bonnets  (1,820/.),  318  per  cent. 

Decreases  are  observable  in  rubber  goods,  not  otherwise  men- 
tioned (9,250/.),  3  per  cent. ;  wood,  sawn  and  planed  (1,670/.),  10 
per  cent. ;  wooden  goods,  not  otherwise  mentioned  (3,710/.),  15 
per  cent. ;  straw  goods,  not  otherwise  mentioned  (64/.),  50  per 
cent. 

In  goods  of  a  mineral  origin  the  following  show  an  increase: —  Mineral 
common  crockery  ware  (920/.),    13   per  cent.;  porcelain  ware  substances. 
(7,550/.),  20  per  cent. ;   encaustic   tiles   (545£),   100   per  cent. ; 
common  glass  in  bottles  and  carboys  (53,720/.),  14  per  cent; 
plate-glass,  silvered  (2,650/.),  120  per  cent. ;  glassware,  not  other- 
wise mentioned  (20,220/.),  12  per  cent. 

A  decrease  is  shown  by : — fine  crockery  ware  (5,020/.),  6  per 
cent.;  mineral  goods  not  otherwise  mentioned  (2,700/.),  4  per 
cent;  ceramic  goods,  not  otherwise  mentioned  (4,110/.),  43  per 
cent.;  plate-glass  (1,685/.),  30  per  cent ;  lamp  chimneys  (2,140/.), 
18  per  cent.  ;•  window-glass  (55/.),  66  per  cent. 

Metallic  goods  (178,563/.)  show  an  increase  of  5,370/.  on  the  Ditto, 
whole.     Taken    separately  the  following    specialities    show  aa10®^0 
increased  importation : —  g 

Steel  wire  for  umbrella  frames  (1,860/.),  14  per  cent ;  scissors 
(2,715/.),  27  per  cent ;  cutlery  in  general  (14,200/.),  15^  per 
cent ;  copper  and  brass  taps  (89 0/.),  3£  per  cent ;  copper  and 
brass  tubes  (5,200/.),  38  per  cent.;  copper  and  brass  manufac- 
tures, unspecified  (27,570/.),  25  per  cent;  pewter  goods  (1,950/.), 
8  per  cent ;  cast-iron  goods,  coated,  unspecified  (12,135/.),  24  per 
cent. ;  iron  tubes,  wrought  or  drawn,  plain  (6,720/.),  37  per  cent; 
iron  tubes,  wrought  or  drawn,  coated  (3,785/.),  10  per  cent ;  iron 
cables,  ropes,  anchors,  and  such  like  (16,610/.),  71  per  cent. ;  iron 
goods,  forgeii  or  rolled,  not  otherwise  specified,  in  the  rough 
(6,880/.),  6  per  cent ;  ditto,  ditto,  coated  (2,700/.),  15  per  cent ; 
iron  wire  goods  (4,070/.),  5  per  cent ;  plant  (iron  or  steel)  not 
otherwise  specified,  for  railways  (2,470/.),  143  per  cent ;  metal 
goods,  not  otherwise  specified  (870/.),  195  per  cent;  gold  coin 
(870/.),  18  per  cent ;  gold  in  manufactures  (7,040/.),  31J  per 
cent;  nails,  unspecified  (6,160/.),  9  per  cent;  zinc,  rolled,  &c. 
{225/.),.  11  per  oent;  zinc  goods,  unspecified  (1,330/.),  4  per 
cent 
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Differences  not  worthy  of  mention  are  met  with  in  hooks  and 
eyes,  pins,  hair-pins,  and  such  like  (4,920/.) ;  apparatus  for  rail- 
way stations  (75/.) ;  cast-iron  rough  goods,  unspecified  (6,060/.)  ; 
copper  and  brass  nails  (1,510/.). 

Decreases  are  observable  in  steel  springs  for  vehicles  (225/.),. 

40  per  cent. ;  steel  goods,  unspecified  (6,300/.),  9  per  cent. ;  lead 

goods  (540/.),  41  per  cent.;   cast-iron  tubes  (46/.),  one-third  of 

previous  return  ;  iron  goods,  wrought  or  rolled,  painted,  polished, 

gilded,  enamelled,  &c.  (7,040/.),  4£  per  cent ;  silver  coin  (19,770/.), 

49  per  cent. ;  silver  goods  (5,750/.),  11  per  cent. 

Paper,  111  the  sub-division  of  paper  and  typographical,  lithographical, 

typographical,  am}  such  like  goods  (107,225/.),  there  is  a  total  increase  of  about 

&c,  goods,      y  per  cenk     Analysed,  it  gives  the  following  results : — 

Increased  importation  is  shown  by  engravings  and  prints  in 
one  colour  only,  drawings  and  music  (1,305/.),  4£  per  cent. ;  card 
and  pasteboard  manufactures  (5,780/.),  23  per  cent. ;  playing 
cards  (300/. \  131  per  cent. ;  printed  matter  in  general  (4,465/.), 
91  per  cent.;  engravings  and  prints  in  more  than  one  colour 
(2,025/.),  61  per  cent. ;  books,  unbound,  maps,  &c,  in  any  foreign 
language  (7,985/.),  37  per  cent. ;  books,  in  any  foreign  language, 
and  plain  bindings  (420/.),  47  per  cent. ;  ditto,  ditto,  in  richer 
bindings  (4,840/.),  4£  per  cent. ;  books  and  pamphlets,  unbound, 
and  maps  in  Portuguese  (85/.),  27  per  cent. ;  ditto,  ditto,  bound 
,  (1,335/.),  266  per  cent.;  paper  for  newspapers  (16,680/.),  58£  per 
cent. ;  albumenized  paper  (530/.),  80  per  cent. ;  papier  couche*  for 
lithographers'  use  (2,535/.),  117  per  cent.;  wall  papers  and  such 
like  (3,340/.),  15£  per  cent. ;  covers  for  books,  leather  binding 
(103/.),  30  per  cent. ;  ditto,  ditto,  percaline,  or  other  cloth  binding 
(280/.),  96  per  cent. ;  paintings  in  oil  or  water  colours  (1,567/.), 
65  per  cent 

The  following  show  a  decreased  importation: — cardboard 
(4,730/.),  26  per  cent.;  cardboard  cut  up  for  photographs  and 
visiting  cards  (1,164/.),  8  per  cent. ;  slates,  natural  and  artificial, 
for  writing  upon  (187/.),  30  per  cent. ;  books  for  writing  in,  bound 
and  unbound  (695/.),  25  per  cent.;  writing  paper  (9,400/.),  10  J 
per  cent. ;  sensitised  paper  for  photographic  purposes  (910/.),  28" 
per  cent. ;  envelopes  and  paper  bags  (3,675/.),  12  per  cent. 
Sundries.  Class  VI — sundries  (621,805/.) — exceeds  the  return  of  1894  by 

35,312/.    The  goods  composing  it  which  show  an  increase  are  the 
following : — 

Hat  brims  (370/.),  21  per  cent. ;  umbrella  frames,  entire 
(1,525/.),  76  per  cent. ;  ditto,  ditto,  parts  thereof  (545/.),  68  per 
cent. ;  portmanteaux,  carpet  bags,  shooting  bags,  and  such  like 
(700/.),  11  per  cent. ;  umbrella  sticks  (47/.),  37  per  cent. ;  imitation 
jewellery  (7,100/.),  30  per  cent. ;  walking  sticks  (556/.),  28  per 
cent. ;  buttons,  made  of  glass  or  china  (3,130/.),  53  per  cent. ; 
buttons  of  other  materials,  precious  metals  excepted  (12,600/.),  5 
per  cent. ;  mats  and  matting  (392/.;,  65  per  cent. ;  pocket  books, 
cigar  cases,  and  such  like,  precious  metals  excepted  (4,125/.),  5 
per  cent. ;  ladies'  hats  and  bonnets  (4,210/.),  28  per  cent. ;  liquid 
glue  (135/.),  45  per  cent. ;  glues,  dried  and  pasty,  gelatine,  car- 
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penters'  glue,  and  isinglass  excepted (400/.), 400  percent. ;  brushes 
for  personal  use  (2,350/.),  27  per  cent. ;  explosive  caps  for  mining 
purposes  (2,210/.),  22|  per  cent. ;  work-boxes,  toilet  eases,  &c, 
fitted,  precious  metals  excepted  (1,170/.),  12 J  per  cent;  wire, 
rubber  coated  (614/.),  24  per  cent. ;  ditto,  ditto,  coated  with  any 
other  organic  matter  (760/.),  49  per  cent. ;  artificial  flowers  and 
feathers  (7,750/. j,  36  per  cent;  fireworks  (745/.),  21  per  cent; 
pills,  capsules,  pearls,  grains,  and  medicinal  extracts  (2,405/. ),  25 
per  cent. ;  globules,  granules,  &c.  (244/.),  12  J  per  cent. ;  medicinal 
tablets  (755/.),  50  per  cent. ;  medicinal  substances,  simple  or  com- 
pound, not  otherwise  mentioned  (7,225/.),  29  per  cent. ;  papier 
mache*  goods  (3,250/.),  49  per  cent. ;  fancy  goods  (27,400/.) ;  15  per 
cent. ;  fancy  soaps  (4,335/.),  14  per  cent. ;  hat  linings  <140/.),  30 
per  cent;  cigars  (15,810/.),  nearly  3  per  cent ;  paints,  ground  in 
oil  (4,400/.),  13  per  cent. ;  fur  trimmings,  and  oilcloth  for  hats 
(3,840/.),  23  per  cent. ;  wicks  (250/.),  12 percent.;  umbrellas, &e., 
covered  (890/.),  24  per  cent;  varnishes  (6,300/.;,  16  per  cent.; 
men's  silk  hats  (46/.),  250  per  cent. 

Very  small  differences  are  to  be  noticed  in,  fancy  cardboard 
goods  (2,570/.);  materials  for  making  artificial  flowers   (650/.);    < 
oilcloth  goods  (113/.);  and  writing  ink  (1,565/.). 

Decreases  are  shown  by  the  following  articles : — Helmets,  &c. 
(27/.),  55  per  cent. ;  caps,  men's  (81/.),  25  per  cent ;  boots  and 
shoes  (1,250/.),  7  per  cent.;  ladies'  hats  and  bonnets,  straw,  plain 
or  fancy,  untrimmed  (3,685/.),  4£  per  cent;  ditto,  ditto,  trimmed 
(221/.),  68  per  cent. ;  hats,  men's,  not  otherwise  mentioned  (560/.), 
15  per  cent ;  linings  for  men's  hats  (8/.),  87  per  cent ;  cables  and 
cords  of  all  kinds,  not  metallic  (8,600/.),  15  per  cent;  dynamite 
and  powder,  in  bulk  (700/.),  63  per  cent.;  brushes  and  brooms 
(584/.),  16  per  cent;  mirrors,  framed  (2,140/.),  33  per  cent; 
explosive  caps  (1,945/.),  23  per  cent ;  toilet  and  other  cases,  not 
fitted  (1,580/.),  13  percent;  bellows,  hand  (10/.),  50  per  cent; 
engravings  on  wood  or  metal  (680/.),  3£  per  cent;  blacking 
(445i),  28  per  cent;  matches,  tinder,  &c.  (24/.)  50  per  cent; 
fans  (2,215/.),  2  per  cent;  floorcloth  (6,640/.),  6£  per  cent; 
oilcloth,  not  otherwise  mentioned  (1,400/.),  15  per  cent.;  per- 
fumery of  all  kinds  (7,500/.),  1  per  cent.;  cartridges,  loaded 
(2,740/.),  25£  per  cent.;  soap  (750/.),  29  per  cent;  tobacco, 
manufactured,  cigars  excepted  (6,335/.),  22£  per  cent;  and  candles 
of  all  kinds  (13,130/.),  8  per  cent. 

The  value  of  the  cotton  and  linen  sacks  in  which  goods  were 
imported  was  15,685/.,  being  an  increase  of  about  2,450/.  as 
compared  with  the  previous  year. 

Bullion   and  specie  entered  to  the   amount  of   254,000/.,  or  Bullion  and 
38  per  cent  more  than  in  1894.  specie. 

The  exports  in  general  present  no  features  especially  worthy  Exports. 
of  remark.     A  general  tendency  to  increase  is  indeed  noticeable,  General 
but   it  has   been   observed   to  me   that  this  tendency,  in  other  insignificance- 
respects  a  favourable  sign,  is  unfortunately  absent  in  the  case  of  Falling-off 
very  many   of   the   actual   products   of  the   soil,  which   should  in  natural 
constitute  the  natural  riches  of  Portugal.  products. 

(2327)  B 


Digitized  by  LiOOQ IC 


16 


TOKTUUAL. 


Hincmls. 

Suit 

Sardiucf,  &.c. 
Fruit s  Ac. 


Wine. 


Difficulty  iu 
getting  a 
price. 


Figures  of 
exportation  of 
wine  for 
.  30  years. 


la  minerals,  for  example,  with  the  exception  of  the  ores  of 
antimony,  there  was  a  faliing-oft',  and  this  was  equally  the  ease 
with  the  exportation  of  salt,  wax,  sardines,  and  some  other  species 
of  fish,  fresh  and  salted,  tinned  tunny-fish,  tomatoes  and  tomato- 
paste,  many  descriptions  of  fruits,  onions,  honey,  and  cheese.  All 
these  articles,  it  will  be  seen,  represent  the  produce  of  the  soil 
and  of  the  industry  of  the  inhabitants,  without  the  adventitious 
aid  of  foreign  materials  or  plant. 

Wine,  so  long  the  capital  resource  of  the  country,  until  the 
inroad  of  the  phylloxera,  showed  a  reviving  tendency  and  a  rise 
in  value  in  1895  which  was  also  reflected  in  the  earlier  returns 
for  1896.  More  recent  indications,  however,  are  unfavourable  to 
a  continuance  of  the  upward  movement,  in  spite  of  the  excellence 
of  last  year's  vintage  as  regards  both  quality  and  quantity. 
Foreign  markets  do  not  appear  to  be  buyers,  and  the  competition 
of  Spanish  wines  is  growing  in  intensity.  It  is  consequently 
difficult  for  wine-growers  to  get  a  remunerative  price  for  wrhat  is 
in  truth  an  admirable  article. 

The  following  statistics  have  been  furnished  to  me  of  the 
exportation  of  Portuguese  wines  during  the  31  years,  1865-95  : — 


Year.  Quantity. 

Hectolitres. 

1865         365,049 

1870        340,500 

1875        507,556 

1880        593,271 

1885         1,500,771 

1890        913,841 

1895         682,443 


Value. 


£ 
1,672,000 
1,923,500 
2,474,200 
2,133,300 
2,990,200 
2,422,000 
2,509,300 


The  lowest  returns  during  the  above  31  years  were  those  of 
1867,  when  the  total  exportation  was  254,010  hectolitres,  valued 
.at  1,378,000/.  The  highest  were  those  of  1886,  when  1,963,114 
hectolitres  were  exported,  showing  a  yalue  of  3,751,775/. 

In  these  days  of  keen  commercial  competition,  and  when  the 
cry  is  so  commonly  heard  that  British  trade  is  losing  ground  in 
the  markets  of  the  world,  it  may  be  of  interest  to  enquire  how 
far  this  can  be  shown  to  be  the  case  with  respect  to  the 
comparatively  small,  but  by  no  means  unimportant  market  of 
Percentage  cf  Portugal.  The  following  statistics,  which  I  believe  to  be  accurate, 
imports,  for  j^yg  keen  placed  at  my  disposal.  They  relate  to  the  returns, 
<!OMamption  during  the  past  20  year?,  of  imports,  for  home  consumption  only, 
only,  from      from  six  European  countries : — 

six  European 
countries  tine© 
J875. 


•Situation  of 
British  trade 
in  Portugal. 
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Percentage. 

Country. 

1875. 

1885. 

1890. 

1894. 

Great  Britain  • . 

51 

35 

30 

27| 

Germany 

. . 

2* 

m 

14 

11* 

France  .« 

16 

131 

15 

10* 

Russia 

3* 

•1 

1 

8 

K 

Sweden  and  Norway  . . 

2 

2k 

n 

*\ 

Belgium 

•• 

1 

3i 

o 

Si 

Turning  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  bargain,  it  will  appear  Corre- 
from  the  next  figures  to  what  extent  the  respective  countries  fP^^fe' 
named  go  to  meet  Portugal,  by  taking  from  her  national  or   ° L^ion. 
nationalised   exports   and   so  receiving   payment  for  their  own 
supplies  in  kind  rather  than  in  coin : — 


Country. 

Percentage. 

1875.                18S5.                1890.        1         1894. 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

France  ..         . .         •• 

Bussia  .. 

Sweden  aud  Norway  . . 

Belgium 

57                    30          i          37 
3i                     6           :"           9* 
5*                   284                     7 

*             if     ;        u 
t              «    ,         f 

*                      1*                     2$ 

28 

H 

3 
4f 

A  comparison  of  these  two  last  tables  would  seem  to  establish 
satisfactorily  that  the  balance  of  barter  is  more  to  the  advantage 
of  Portugal  with  respect  to  her  trade  with  Great^  Britain  than  to 
that  with  any  other  of  the  countries  named.  I  am  assured, 
moreover,  that  this  conclusion  would  be  confirmed,  if  the  returns 
of  re-exportation,  transhipment  and  transit  of  merchandise  were 
taken  into  account. 

In  the  next  table  will  be  found  a  statement  of  the  value  of 
imports  into  Portugal  from  Great  Britain,  Germany,  Belgium, 
France,  and  the  United  States  of  America,  in  the  same  four  years 
as  those  dealt  with  above : — 


Trade  with 
Great  Britain 
most 

advantageous 
for  Portugal. 


Values  of 
imports  from 
five  countries 
in  same  years. 


Countries. 

Value. 

1875. 

1885.       j        1890. 

1894. 

Great  Britain  . .         < . 

Germany 

Belgium 

France  ..         .. 

United  States  .. 

£ 

4,091,230 

180,875 

78,033 

1,314,045 

512,270 

£                     £ 

2,872,460         3,915,530 

834,300    !     1,688,975 

236,445    ,        602,300 

996,620         1,628,690 

1,027,665         1,182,620 

£ 

2,752,890 

1,090,980 

289,265 

876,136 

1,314,340 

(2327) 
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Statistics  of 
flipping. 


Conclusions 
drawn  from 
preceding 
data. 


Absence  of  n 

treaty 

regrettable. 


Activity  of 

foreign 

competition, 

especially 

French. 


Imports 
affected  by 
drain  of  gold . 


Decadence  of 

Portuguese 

mercantile 

marine. 

Number  of 

vessels 

formerly 

built. 

Seasons  for 

falling-off. 


Iii  Tables  D  and  E,  annexed  to  the  present  paper,  statistics  art* 
shown  of  the  vessels  entering  and  leaving  Portuguese  ports  in 
eacli  year  since  1871.  Leaving  sailing  vessels  out  of  considera- 
tion, it  appears  from  these  tables  that  whereas,  in  1871,  1,127 
British  steamers,  of  837,041  total  tonnage,  came  into  the  ports  ; 
in  1894  their  number  was  2,005,  of  3,126,221  tons  burthen.  In 
the  same  period  the  French  steamers  rase  in  number  from  72  to 
289,  and  in  burthen  from  61,503  to  546,623  tons.  The  single 
German  ship,  of  708  tons,  which  visited  this  country  in  1871  was 
replaced  in  1894  by  990  vessels  of  1,111,885  tort3.  The  number 
of  Swedish-Norwegian  ships  also  rose  from  one,  of  549  tons,  hi 
1871,  to  249,  of  151,590  tons,  23  years  later. 

It  is  obvious  enough  from  the  above  figures  how  seriously  the 
competition  of  other  countries  has  developed  during  the  period 
under  review,  as  also  in  which  quarter  the  rivalry  is  most 
menacing.  Nevertheless,  the  position  still  held  by  Great  Britain 
is  not  so  unsatisfactory  as  to  justify  excessive  aJarm,  especially 
considering  the  repressive  character  of  the  existing  tariif.  The 
absence  of  a  treaty  already  acts  as  a  hindrance  to  British  trade, 
and  it  would  be  a  heavier  blow  still  if  others  among  the  greater 
European  Powers,  as  the  German  Empire,  France  or  Italy,  were  to 
be  admitted  to  the  benefits  of  treaties  of  commerce  whilst  Great 
Britain  was  still  left  to  the  mercies  of  the  General  Tariff*.  Such  a 
contingency,  however,  can  scarcely  be  apprehended.  Portugal 
is  well  aware  of  the  large  and  liberal  treatment  which,  in 
common  with  all  other  nations,  she  enjoys  at  our  hands ;  a  treat- 
ment which,  in  point  of  fact,  leaves  no  room  for  further  conces- 
sions on  our  side. 

There  is  no  need  nowadays  to  remind  British  traders  of  the 
obvious  fact  that  unremitting  exertions  can  alone  insure  hencefor- 
ward the  degree  of  superiority  still  left  to  them.  The  rivalry  of 
France,  for  instance,  has  been  very  keen  in  Portugal  of  late,  and 
the  activity  of  French  agents  is  noticeably  stimulated  by  the  cir- 
cumstance that  many  of  the  chief  industrial  institutions  here — 
the  harbour  works,  gasworks,  sugar  refineries,  the  arsenal,  and 
even  the  practical  supervision  of  the  State  railways — are  confided 
to  administrators  of  their  own  nationality. 

It  may  be  observed,  however,  that  the  entire  import  interest 
must  suffer  a  considerable  shrinkage  during  the  current  year, 
and  until  a  remedy  shall  have  been  found  for  the  present  abnormal 
drain  of  gold. 

The  decadence  of  the  Portuguese  mercantile  marine  is  a  subject 
which  must  be  referred  to  with  regret.  Half  a  century  back  an 
active  business  was  earned  on  in  the  Portuguese  building  yards. 
Between  1840  and  1860  177  trading  vessels  were  turned  out  by 
them,  44  of  which  were  in  excess  of  300  tons  burthen.  During' 
the  20  years  following  the  total  output  dwindled  to  44  vessels,  with 
13  only  which  exceeded  300  tons.  This  falling-off  has  been 
attributed  to  the  ever-growing  substitution  of  the  steamer  for  the 
sailing  vessel,  of  the  iron  ship  for  the  wooden  ship.  Want  of 
capital  has  exercised  its  usual  baneful  effects,  and  the  carrying 
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trade  of  Portugal  lias  for  the  most  part  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
the  foreigner. 

At  the  present  moment  Portugal  possesses  four  lines  only  of  Existing 
steam  vessels,  viz. :  the  "Empreza  NTacional"  trading  to  the  West  8L£^f^c*e 
Coast  of   Africa ;   the  Andresen  line,  to  America ;  the  Algarve  line"8  *P 
line ;  and  the  "  Empreza  Insulana,"  plying  to  Madeira  and  the 
Azores. 

Of  these,  the  first  place  in  every  respect  belongs  to  the 
"  Empreza  Nacional,"  which  owns  nine  vessels,  having  a  total 
burthen  of  21,038  tons,  with  3,060  horse-power. 

There   existed   latterly,  in  addition,  the  "Mala  Eeal  Portu-  JJ* " Mala 
gueza,"  a  Company  doing  business  with  the  East  Coast  of  Africa  company." 
and  with  the  Brazils,  and  possessing  some  good  ships,  but  which 
unhappily,  through  miscalculation  or  mismanagement,  fell    into 
bankruptcy  at  an  early  stage  in  its  career.    Its  revival  is  occasion- 
ally speculated  upon. 

The    important    traffic    between    the    Mother  Country  and  Traflic  with 
Mozambique  was  for  some  time  shared  by  the  Union  and  Donald  S01*!^1680 
Currie  lines,  but  in  1894  both  these  companies  retired  in  favour  no^  jn  nca 
of  the  German  East  African  ss.  Company,  which  still  remains  in  German 
possession.   An  attempt  was  made  last  year  by  the  Government  to  tn"df* 
stimulate  native  enterprise  to  undertake  the  formation  of  a  new  esr^JJi? 
Portuguese  company  which  should  serve  both  coasts  of  Africa,  native  line. 
The  conditions,  however,  were  of  an  excessively  stringent  tenour, 
and  it  is  understood  that  no  contractors  presented  themselves.     It 
is  believed  that  the  mission  is  to  be  confided   to   the  existing 
"  Empreza  Nacional,"  backed  by  an  influential  Continental  steam- 
ship company. 

The  last  Portuguese  sailing-ship  company  was  the  "  Allianca  Former 
Maritima  da  Pra9a  do  Porto,"  which  started  at  Oporto  in  1873  with  nS[h^  veS9.el 
a  capital  of  330,000*.  and  a  fleet  of  20  vessels.     By  1880,  how-  o^ 
ever,  these  were  reduced  by  one-half,  and    the    Company   was  It*  dis- 
eventually  left  with  a  single  large  ship  of  1,000  tons,  and  one  or  »pp©arauce. 
two  small  barks.     The  cause  of  its  collapse  would  appear  to  have  Probable 
been  the  attempt  made  to  compete  for  the  passenger  traffic  to  |^^,sirfeor 
Brazil,  instead  of  attention  being  paid  chiefly  to  the  economical 
transport  of  the  heavier  and  less  perishable  descriptions  of  mer- 
chandise, which  would  probably  have  turned  out  a  profitable  enter- 
prise.    It  has  been  pointed  out,  for  instance,  that  21,000,000  kilos, 
of   dried  cod-fish,  representing  a  value  of  370,000i,  are  yearly 
brought  to  Portugal  in  foreign  vessels,  the  proportion  carried  by 
native  ships  being  excessively  small. 

The  want  of  an  abundant  and  properly-organised  mercantile  Disadvantages 
marine  goes  far  to  neutralise  the  advantages  accruing  to  Portugal  suiting  \° 
from  her  valuable  colonial  possessions.     The  home  building  yards  ^ntTof l  'r°  " 
have  practically  ceased  to  turn  out  any  vessels  at  all,  and  the  mer-  mercantile 
cantile  interest  is  compelled  to  supply  its  needs  from  abroad,  by  marine, 
purchasing  second-hand  boats  which,  in  many  cases,  have  already 
done  10  or  20  years*  service. 

At  the  moment  of  writing,  the  Lisbon  papers  report  that  an 
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English  schooner  and  an  American  barque  have  in  this  manner 
passed  under  the  Portuguese  flag. 

The  evils  to  the  country  arising  from  this  state  of  affairs  are 
patent  to  all,  and  are  generally  deplored.  As  a  matter  of  course, 
the  cry  is  raised  that  the  Government  ought  to  supply  the 
deficiency  by  establishing  well-equipped  lines.  Obviously,  this  is 
beginning  at  the  wrong  end,  and  the  remedy  can  only  be  properly 
supplied  by  private  enterprise.  Unfortunately,  for  the  moment, 
the  necessary  capital  is  not  to  be  found  in  Portugal,  and  foreign 
capital  is  labouring  under  a  prolonged  fit  of  shyness. 
Kevicu-  of  Since  the  foregoing  statistics  were  compiled,  the  returns  for 

fotai80GUrnS   ^e  w^°^e  °f  *896  have  been  published,  showing  the  following 
results : — 

The  total  value  of  the  imports  (gold  and  silver  in  coin  or  in 
bars  excepted)  was  8,784,500/.  The  gold  and  silver  must  be 
reckoned  at  an  additional  285,540/. 

The  total  value  of  the  exports  (subject  to  the  same  exception) 
was  5,809,485/. ;  the  value  of  the  precious  metals  exported  being 
830,487/.,  that  is  to  say,  about  317,500/.  more  than  in  1895. 

observations         *n  v*ew  °^  ^ie  conclusion  arrived  at  in  the  present  report,  that 
ns  to  suitable  the  commercial  relations  between  England  and  Portugal  are  still 
measures  for   suffering  from  undue  depression,  the  inquiry  naturally  suggests- 
between  ^^  ^cU,  what  means  can  be  found  to  remedy  this  state  of  affairs,  and 
(i  rent  Britain  to  restore  vitality  to  our  trade.     On  the  side  of  Portugal,  an 
aii'l  Portugal,  early  reduction  of  entrance  duties,  whether  by  treaty  or  otherwise,, 
presents  itself  as  an  obvious  and  imperious  necessity.     With  regard, 
however,  to  measures  which  might  be  recommended  as  advanta- 
geous on  the  British  side,  a  gentleman  resident  in  Lisbon  has. 
favoured  me  with  the  following  observations  : — 

"  These  measures  would  seem  to  lie  chiefly  in  the  direction  of 

greater  facilities  in  the  way  of  credit,  the  study  of  the  proper  class 

of  goods  to  be  supplied,  and  of  the  form  in  which  they  can  be  best 

furnished,  so  as  to  meet  the  custom-house  requirements. 

o^lit  "As  regards  the  question  of  credit,  it  is  not  to  be  expected 

faeihties.        ^\at  English   houses   will  ever  bring  themselves  to    offer  the 

facilities  given  by  the  manufacturers  of  certain  other  nationalities, 

who  will  supply  to  almost  any  one  without  requiring  references, 

and  who  are  always  ready   to  renew  acceptances   when   their 

clients  cannot  pay  to  the  day. 

Light  good*  t:  But  as  regards  the  nature  of  these  articles,  much  may  be  done 

vreierable.      ^  mcet  the  demand  for  light  goods  occasioned  by  the  stringent 

duties.     It  should  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  among  the  less 

wealthy  classes  in  the  Portuguese  towns  especially,  the  love  of 

dress  and  finery  is  more  conspicuous  than  in  northern  countries. 

The  chief  idea  is  to  keep  pace  with  the  fashion ;  consequently, 

stuffs  are  not  required  to  last  longer  than  a  season,  and  durability 

is  of  less  importance  than  first  cost. 

"  Even  in  machinery  the  same  tendency  is  observable  to  a 
large  extent,  though  the  sensible  majority  of  manufacturers  prefer 
the  heavy  English  machine    instruments,    notwithstanding  the 
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added  expense  iu  duties,  to  the  lighter  and  less  durable  article-* 
imported  from  other  countries. 

"  The  market  has  also  to  be  studied  in  other  ways,  which  will  »tud>  of 
be  better  understood  by  an  instance  being  given.  requirements 

"  A  gentleman  wished  to  obtain  from  England  some  lace  °  "f**  ei9' 
window  curtains.  In  the  catalogues  to  which  he  referred,  he  in^nt!™^ 
found  all  the  quotations  for  curtains  with  taped  edges.  Now  the 
untaped  article  passes  the  custom-house  at  a  duty  of  about  5s.  4d. 
per  kilo.,  whereas  the  taped  curtain  is  considered  to  be  '  made 
up '  goods,  and,  as  such,  pays  three  times  that  sum.  The  would-be 
purchaser  in  this  case  asked  a  Nottingham  house  to  supply  the- 
curtains  without  tape,  but  was  met  with  the  condition  that  he- 
should  take  a  minimum  quantity  of  six  pairs  of  each  pattern 
selected. 

"This  instance  refers,  it  is  true,  to  a  very  small  transaction  ;  Remark* 
but   with  the   facilities   afforded   by   the   parcels   post,   and  the  up  >«  w?- 
economy  resulting  from  direct  communication  between  the  fur- 
nisher and  the  consumer,  such  small  transactions  could  be  brought 
to  sum  up  to  a  very  important  total,  if  details  such  as  that  of  the 
taped  edges  were  not  a  source  of  difficulty. 

"  Again,  some  goods,  such  as  passementerie,  are  not  allowed  in  cUnl-»,  &i\F 
the  customs  to  be  separated  from  the  cards,  &c,  on  which  they  are  for  paW- 
wound  or  folded  ;  it  becomes,  therefore,  of  importance  that  these  uienteric. 
should  be  made  as  light  as  possible. 

"With  regard  to  sewing-thread  wound  upon  reels,  it  is  manifest  rcv1s  for 
that  the  lighter  the  reel  the  cheaper  will  the  thread  come  out.  sewing  threaJ, 
Other  instances  of  the  kind  will  suggest  themselves,  when  once  it 
is  remembered  that  the  duty  is  charged  by  weight. 

"  The  boxes,  cases,  and  so  forth  in  which  goods  are  packed  also  ttoxc?,  Sn.- 
pay  duty,  and  are  an  item  to  be  considered.  In  a  recent  instance, 
a  series  of  packages  were  ordered  to  be  delivered  to  a  shipping 
agent,  who  was  instructed  to  forward  all  of  them  in  one  case. 
Some  of  the  goods  delivered  were  in  small  boxes,  which  were 
inserted  in  the  case  just  as  they  were  received;  and  each  of  those- 
boxes  paid,  as  manufactured  wooden  goods,  a  larger  sum  in  duty 
than  they  had  originally  cost. 

"  But,  as  the  chief  factor  in  the  falling-off  of  the  imports  from  Raw  materi»{* 
Great  Britain  is  the  development   of   the  native  industries,  the  for-native 
object  most  worthy  of  study  is   to  secure  the  supplying  of  the  llu  us  rles* 
manufactures  which  serve  as  the  raw  materials  for  those  industries, 
or  even  to  obtain  the  command  of  the  industries  themselves. 

"The  latter  has  been  rendered  possible  by  the  system  ©stab- Monopolies 
lished  in  virtue  of  a  law  dated  September  30,  1892,  under  which  a  obtainable  ic» 
monopoly  for  any  industry  not  yet  exploited  in  Portugal  can  be  Po^ga1  = 
obtained  for  a  maximum  period  of  10  years.      Subject  to  certain  demanded  b*-. 
conditions,  the  chief  of  these  being,  that  a  sum  of  about  110/.  is  to  law. 
be  deposited  with  the  Government  at  the  outset,  as  a  guarantee  of 
good  faith,  and  should  the  monopoly  be  granted,  this  deposit  must 
be  increased  to  an  amount  fixed  in  the  Concession,  which  may  not 
be  less  than  1,100/.,  or  more  than  ten  times  that  sum. 

"After  the  application  has  been  filed,  it  is  made  public,  nm\ 
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a  period  of  120  days  commences  to  run,  during  which  caveats 
may  be  entered  on  the  ground  that  the  industry  is  already  In 
existence  in  the  country.  During  this  period  also,  the  applicant 
can  withdraw  his  petition  and  claim  the  return  of  the  caution- 
money.  This  is  likewise  returned  when  the  application  is  refused  ; 
but,  should  the  applicant  withdraw  after  the  expiration  of  the 
120  days,  or  fail  to  execute  any  of  the  conditions  attaching  to 
the  grant  of  the  monopoly,  the  deposit  is  forfeited  to  the  State. 
Monopolies  «  Several  monopolies  of  this  nature  have  been  already  granted  : 

8CClir^#  one,  for  instance,  for  the  manufacture  of  loaf  sugar,  which  was 
originally  conceded  to  a  private  individual,  but  has  been  by  him 
transferred  to  a  Belgian  syndicate.  Another,  for  the  manufacture 
of  brass  pins,  is  in  the  hands  of  a  native  firm  who,  though  but 
newly  commencing,  state  that  they  are  turning  out  very  lav^e 
quantities  of  the  various  kinds.  A  third,  for  the  manufacture  of 
cycles  of  all  kinds,  was  granted  in  the  first  instance  to  a  French 
gentleman,  and  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Messrs.  Huniber 
and  Co.  (Portugal),  Limited,  who  have  opened  large  works  at 
Junqueira,  near  Lisbon." 
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Table  A.— Summary  uf  the  Values  of  the  Total  Exports  of 
Portugal  during  the  Years  1894-95,  with  the  Percentage  of 
Increase  or  Decrease  as  regards  the  latter  Year. 


Increase 
Class.  Description.  or 

Decrease. 


Value. 


Per  cent. 

I       Lire  animals          . .          . .          . .    +  32| 

II       Materials  for  arts  and  manufac- 
tures— 

Animal  substances     • .          . .    +  23 

Vegetable  subftanees. .          ..   +  £1* 

Mineral            „         •«          . .  *—  20 

Metallic            „         ..          .     -  47 

Chemical          , -  6* 

Sundry             „         . .          . .   —  21 

III  Thread, textile  fabrics  and  felts—  j 

.       Woollen !+  421 

Silk          1+     *  53 

Cotton +  32* 

Linen  and  others           . .          . .  I  +  42* 

Sundry  goods +  7.200 

IV  j  Articles  of  food—  ! 

Liquors    ..          ..          ,.          . .    +  15 

Cereals    ..          j-  16 

'       Farinaceous  substances.  •          . .   +  5 

Fish        +  17* 

Sundries..         ..         ..         ...+  134 

i  I 

V     j  Apparatus,    machinery,  vehicles,  I 

and  vessels —  I 

Machinery  and  apparatus     . .  \  +  11* 

j           Vehicles  and  vessels  .  •          . .  i  +  54* 

Arms  and  sundries    • .         . .  j  +■  09 

V I     ]  Miscellaneous  manufactures  — 

j       Animal  substances        , .         . . ;  +  70 

Vegetable  substances    , .         . .  —  3* 

Mineral            „            . .         . . '  +  7 

1       Metallic            „            ..         ..   -  38 

.       Paper,  printed  matter,  and  books  +  16 

!       Sundries  , .         . ,          . .          . . ,  +  0 

Total 


1894/ 


1895. 


422,675 


87,827 
551,923 
548,398 
11,353 
45,114 
41,314 


20,837 

2,018 

150,834 

8,129 

96 


2,183,655 

24,476 

75,756 

70,598 

680,295 


14,294 
3,C85 
1,6*4 


£ 
559,723 


108,831 

672,038 

434,938 

6,018 

41,980 

32,671 


29,793 

3,075 

200,162 

11,614 
6,993 


2,528,540 

20,450 

79,546 

83,252 

773,073 


15,992 
5,701 
2,785 


1,140 

2,025 

242,875 

234,822 

8,556 

9,231 

905,848 

559,239 

16,573 

19,232 

59,554 

65,190 

6,179,476 

6,506,914 
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Table  B. — Exports  which  show  an  Important  Increase. 


Class. 


Articles. 


Value. 


II 


III 


IV 


Silk  waste    .. 

Baw  hides 

Tanned  hides 

Silk  in  cocoons 

Elderberries 

Cork,  rough. . 

Cotton  waste 

Fruits  and  seeds  for  distiller's  use 

Timber,  sawn  and  unsawn. . 

Linseed 

Oergelim,  mendobi,  &c. 

Coal  . .  . . 

Aiitimonial  ore 

Marble,  granite,  &t\  . . 

Wine  lees    .  •  . .  . » 

Tartar  of  wine 


Woollen  goods  not  made  up 

Silk  goods  of  all  kinds 

Cotton  goods  of  all  kinds 

Flax  or  hempen  sacks       . .         .  • 

„  other  made  up  goods 

Cotton  embroidery. .         . . 


Cognac         .  •  . .  . . 

Vinegar 

Wine  (ordinary)     . . 

„      (Port) 

„      (Madeira)     ..  •• 

„      (other  fine) 
Biscuits       ,  •  ..  .  • 

Legumes  (dry)        . . 
Tunny  fish  (fresh  and  salt) 
Olive  oil       . .  . .  •  • 

Lard  and  dripping . .  •  • 

Sardines  (tinned)    ..  .. 

Fish  (1  inned,  other  kinds) 
Olives  (pickled) 
Sweet  preserves      . .  • . 

Pineupples  ••  ..  •• 

Figs  (dried) 
Apples 
Grapes 

Fruits  (dried,  unspecified) 
Garlic 

Tomatoes     ••         ..  •• 

Butter 
Eggs. 


Type. 

Implements,  tools,  &c.  • 
Vessels  ••  .  •  • 
Boiling  stock  for  railways. 
Vehicles 


Increase. 


£ 

Per  ccnt^ 

238 

356 

53,210 

60 

4,440 

07 

3,330 

50 

8,460 

22 

630,120 

22 

850 

58 

270 

29 

22,755 

17 

2,645 

124 

453 

400 

7,785 

161 

15,085 

220 

7,850 

16 

5,895 

33 

4,855 

44 

15,645 

305 

3,075 

50 

200,165 

32 

5,015 

36 

5,515 

121 

6,740 

Almost 

total 

3,605 
7.015 

64 
25 

916,825 

1,409,695 

163,010 

19,785 

8,220 

33,595 

33,425 

116,800 

5,553 

192,862 

18,745 

7,705 

22,245 

42,400 

72,595 

12,390 

13,700 

3,000 

10,720 

6,050 

68L 

45,580 


1,800 
6,380 
2,190 
1,515 
2,000 


14* 

17 

12 

54 
19 
10 
123 
15 
32 
50 
75 
56 
35 

4 

4 
12 
82 
42 
10 

9 
52 
33 


21 
28 
56 
65 

40- 
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Exports  which  show  an  Important  Increase — continued. 


Class. 


TI 


Articles. 


Value. 


Goods  made  of  hard  animal  substances  . . 
„  skins,  not  elsewhere  men- 

tioned 

Corks  

Basket-work 
Roofing  tiles 
Other  ceramic  goods 
Glass  goods. . 

Shot  (lead) 

Gold  manufactures 
Printed  books  . .  . ,  . , 

Umbrellas  and  parasols     .  .        ... 
Medicaments,  simple  and  compound       . , 
Colouring  mutters  . .  ..  .. 


j  Far.cjr  goods 

j  Tobacco  (manufactured)  , 


360 

1,650 
185,150 
1,206 
1,135 
1,850 
2,740 

625 

6,130 

11,440 

685 
8,245 
1,020 

3,605 
11,050 


Inercafeo. 

Per  cent. 
316 

63 

1<> 

35 

29 

10 

44 

55 

16 

30 
121 

16 

Almost 

total 

20 

34 
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Table  C. — Exports  which  show  an  Important  Decrease. 


Class 


II 


III 


IV 


VI 


Articles. 


Fish  oil        

Horn  (rough)         ••  ..  ..         . . 

Tallow,  raw. .  . .  .  • 

Dried  vegetable  substances  used  in  the 
arts  . .  . .  f  •         . .  . . 

Tobacco  (leaf)         

Cement        ..         ..  •• 

Lead  ore      • .         •  • 

Copper  ore 

Iron  oto 

Manganese  ore        .  •  •  •  • .  • . 

Ores  (unspecified) 

Lead  in  bars  . .         '. .  . .         #. 

Iron  (old) 

Salt  (common) 

Chemicals  (unspecified)     . .  . .  . . 

Manures 

Wax 

Pulp  for  the  manufacture  of  paper 
Sugar  waste. .  . .  • .  •  • 

Materials  for  medicines  and  perfumery  . . 

Woollen  goods,  made  up  . . 

Flaxen,  hempen  and  such  like  thread    .. 

„  ,.         sacking 

„  „  textile  fabrics,  unspecified 

Brandy        •• 

Beer..  ..  ..  •• 

Liqueurs      .. 

Wheaten  flour        ••  ..         .  • 

Sardines,  fresh  or  salted 

Fish,  fresh  or  salted,  unspecified. . 

Tunny  fish,  tinned  . 

Tomatos,  in  paste  or  pickle  .  • 

Forage 

Locust  beans  . .         . .         . .         .  • 

Almonds  in  the  shell 

„         shelled    .  •  . .  . .  , . 

Chesnuts 

Oranges 

Fruit,  froth,  unspecified    .. 

Onions 

Cheese 

Honey 

Scientific  instruments 

Carpenter's,  cooper's,  and  cabinetmaker's 
manufactures      . .         . .         .  • 

Palm  fibre  goods 

Dutch  tiles  . .         • .         . .         . .         . . 

Earthenware  . .         . .  . .  •  • 

Steel  goods 

Iron  nails     •  •         . .  .  •         . .         . . 

Silver  goods,  • 

Matches       ..         ..         ..         . .         . . 

Varnishes,  prepared  paints,  &e.   .. 


Value. 


£ 

2,485 
555 
825 

2,605 

1,535 

545 

3,585 

379,395 

310 

3,865 

10,970 

198 

2,710 

28,425 

1,525 

535 

19,000 

735 

1,345 

1,845 

14,150 
170 
485 
285 


1,275 


Decrease. 


Per  cent. 
20 
15 
24 

52 
35 
38 
20 
23* 
40 
68 
16 
26 
64 
16 
31 
82 
8 
82 
22 
38 

19k 
32 
21 
71 


5,530 

8 

805 

38 

800 

13 

19,325 

16 

37,770 

8 

9,720 

18 

28,700 

8 

10,800 

20 

465 

05 

9,920 

43 

4,550 

83 

13,920 

63 

6,450 

15 

12,460 

19 

3,195 

37 

53,265 

13* 

1980 

10 

445 

40 

21 


2,085 

36 

1,905 

38 

450 

28 

2,655 

12* 

295 

67 

4,070 

12* 

2,840 

10 

550 

61 

1,870 

27 
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Table  F. — Sumjiaky  of  the  Portuguese  Customs  Revenue  iu  tin* 

Years  1894-95. 


Source  of  Revenue. 


Amount. 


180  k 


i* 
Import  duties  (tobacco  nwl  cereals 

excepted)            . .         . .         . .  2,640,049 

Duties  upon  cereal*           . .          . .  356,852 

Duties  upon  tobacco         ..          ..  4,909 

Export  duties        67,051 

Octroi         433,373 

Fishing  dues          35,816 

Tax  upon  provisions  (inland)      . .  48,663 

Snndr y  revenues    ..          ..          ..,  111,582 

Totul       3,70*,295 


1S95. 


2,897,557 

623,262 

5,130 

74,659 

432,146 

37,352 

49,979 

120,541 

4,260,626 


Ccnxtw  of  Population  of  Porlnyttl9  taken  on  December  1,  1890. 
Table  of  Population  at  different  Dates  (Mainland  and  Islands). 


Year. 


Population. 


1841  '  3,737,103 

1854  3,844,119 

1858  3,923,410 

1861  '  4,035,330 

1864  !  4,188,410 

1878  '  4,550,699 

1890  J  5,049,729 


Growth  of  It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that,  since  1864,  when  the 

population,  census  was  first  taken  under  the  existing  scientific  and  trust- 
worthy official  system,  the  increase  of  population  has  been,  for 
the  first  period  of  14  years  to  1878,  362,289  inhabitants,  giving 
a  mean  annual  rate  of  25,878 ;  for  the  second  period,  of  13  years, 
from  1878  (January)  to  1890  (December),  499,030,  or  an  annual 
mean  growth  of  38,387.  This  latter  total  exceeded,  consequently, 
the  earlier  one  by  48  per  cent. 

Satisfactory  as  this  result  may  appear  at  first  sight,  its  value 
becomes  diminished  when  comparison  is  made  with  the 
contemporaneous  growth  of  the  population  in  other  European 
countries.  According  to  another  table  published  in  the  report 
on  the  ceusus,  which  shows  the  mean  annual  increase  per 
100  inhabitants,  together  with  the  density  of  the  population,  in 
23  countries,  Portugal  appears  in  the  fourteenth  place  only, 
having  a  mean  increase  of  0*85  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  a 
density  of  54*8.  The  list  is  headed  by  Koumania,  Servia,  Bosnia 
and  Herzegovina,  Poland,  Russia,  and  Bulgaria,  with  mean  annual 
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iucreases  of  243;  2*23;  1*99;  198;  172;  and  104  per  cent, 
between  their  two  last  census-takings  in  eaeli  case,  with  varying 
densities  of  population,  in  every  instance  but  that  of  Poland 
inferior  to  the  density  of  Portugal.  England  and  Wales  occupy 
the  ninth  place,  with  mean  annual  increase  1*11  per  cent,  and 
density  1390  per  square  kilometre ;  and  Ireland  the  last  of  all, 
with  0-95  and  560. 

The  population  of  Portugal,  which  in  1801  stood  at  2,900,000, 
had  risen  in  1886  to  4,500,000,  an  increase  of  55  for  every 
100  inhabitants  in  the  first-named  year.  This  denotes  a  slower 
growth  than  in  the  case  of  any  other  Continental  State,  excepting 
France,  where  the  increase  of  population  was  from  26*8  millions 
to  38*3,  or  43  only  per  100  inhabitants. 

A  further  table  shows  the  proportion  of  births  per  1,000  Births, 
inhabitants  in  21  European  countries,  the  period  adopted  in  the 
majority  of  cases  being  1887-91.  Here,  Portugal  holds  the  ninth 
place,  with  34*11,  the  list  being  headed  by  Russia,  with  48*50  per 
mil.  England  and  Wales  occupy  the  twelfth  place,  Scotland  the 
fourteenth,  and  Ireland  once  more  the  last,  with  22*80  only. 

With  respect  to  marriages,  the  number  per  1,000  inhabitants  Marriages* 
forms  the  subject  of  another  table,  referring  to  the  same  21 
countries.  Portugal  is  now  found  in  the  eleventh  place,  with 
7*17.  Servia  is  at  the  top  of  the  list,  with  11*48;  England  and 
Wales  eighth,  with  7*51  ;  Scotland  sixteenth,  with  6*64;  and 
Ireland  last,  with  44 1. 

As  regards  mortality  Portugal  appears  as  No.  13,  the  proportion  Deaths, 
per  mil  being  22*85:  Norway  is  the  most  favourably  situated, 
showing  no  more  than  16*91 ;  England  and  Wales  hold  the  fifth 
place  with  19*18  \,  Ireland  is  third  with   18*11;  Scotland  sixth 
with  19*18,  and  Russia  last  with  33*53. 

Reviewing  the  foregoing  tables,  one  cannot  escape  the  con- 
clusion that  some  special  cause  must  be  in  operation  to  retard  the 
natural  growth  of  the  population  in  Portugal. 

This  cause  is,  in  fact,  emigration.     During  the  period  which  Emigration 
elapsed  between  the  census  of  1878  and  that  of  1890  no  fewer 
than  275,442  persons  emigrated  from  Portugal. 

Taking  the  number  of  emigrants  per  1 ,000  inhabitants  from  14 
European  countries  in  1884-92,  Portugal  fills  the  fourth  place 
with  4*22 ;  Norway  is  at  the  top  of  the  list  with  7'74 ;  England 
and  Wales  third  with  5*11  ;  France  last  with  0*34.  It  is  unneces- 
sary to  remark  that  the  English  emigration  is  chiefly  to  our  own 
colonies. 

Another  circumstance  which  tends  to  render  the  increase  of  Migration 
population,  in  Portugal  as  in  most  other  countries,  more  sluggish  ^^ 
is  the  continual  stream  of  migration  from  the  country  into  the  town. 
towns.     It  was  shown  by  the  census  of  1890  that  in   the  two 
principal  Portuguese  cities,  Lisbon  and  Oporto,  the  proportion  per 
100  inhabitants  of  persons  born   elsewhere  than  in  those  cities 
was  respectively  43*71  and  4019. 

The  result  is  that  many  parts  of  the  south  of  Portugal,  notably 
the   vast  district  of   the  Alemtejo,    stand  hi   absolute   need   of 
1,2327)  '  c 
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colonisation.  Such  a  measure,  it  is  asserted,  would  reap  a  lucml 
abundant  profit,  whilst  the  creation  of  a  multitude  of  small 
properties  would  tend  to  stimulate  the  growth  of  the  population. 

A  diminution  of  the  rate  of  mortality  would,  it  is  likewise 
pointed  out,  result  from  the  payment  of  closer  attention  to  public 
and  private  hygiene,  and  from  a  careful  development  of  the 
existing  methods  of  physical  education  of  the  young. 

A  footnote  alludes  to  the  beneficent  effects  of  the  legislation 
in  Germany  establishing  compulsory  vaccination,  which  has  almost 
extinguished  the  mortality  arising  from  small-pox,  and  has  induced 
an  annual  economy  to  the  country  in  question  of  some  thousands 
of  lives. 

Eecurring  to  the  subject  of  emigration,  the  assertion  is  repeated 
that  this  remains  as  the  problem  the  solution  of  which  is  a  matter 
of  the  most  pressing  necessity. 

The  factors  in  presence  are  two  distinct  divisions  of  the  main- 
land of  the  Kingdom,  characterised  by  differing  geological 
conformations,  climatic  conditions,  and  systems  of  ownership  of 
the  land ;  the  population  unevenly  distributed  between  the  two 
being  grouped  and  agglomerated  in  the  northern  division,  and 
diffused  and  scanty  in  the  southern ;  a  huge  colonial  dominion, 
the  greater  part  of  which  remains  to  be  colonised ;  by  the  side  of 
Emigration  nil  these  an  immense  sti«am  of  emigration,  mostly  directed 
to  Brazil.  towards  the  Brazils,  and  the  very  intensity  of  which  has  destroyed 
the  utility  it  might,  in  smaller  proportions,  have  presented  for  the 
mother  country. 

The  most  obvious  remedy  would  be  to  divert  a  portion  of  that 
stream  to  the  uncultivated  districts  south  of  the  Tagus,  and  a 
further  portion  to  the  African  possessions  of  Portugal. 

The  emigration  to  the  Brazils  undoubtedly  needs  checking,  but 
to  suppress  it  entirely  would  be  at  once  impossible  and  undesirable, 
especially  when  the  intimate  bond$  of  union,  historical,  political, 
social,  economic,  and  commercial  between  the  two  nations  are 
--taken  into  account. 

The  recent  development  has  chiefly  arisen  from  the  ecouonuc 
orisis  through  which  Portugal  has  of  late  years  been  passing,  as 
also  from  special  circumstances  affecting  the  districts  whence  the 
emigration  is  the  most  lively.  That  it  has  been  exaggerated  is 
proved  by  the  number  of  recent  repatriations. 

Other  countries,  and  notably  Italy,  are  now  competing  with 
Portugal  for  the  admission  into  Brazil  of  their  emigrants,  and  the 
transatlantic  countries  are  beginning,  on  their  side,  to  exercise  a 
oertain  discrimination  in  accepting  the  offered  supplies  of  popula- 
tion from  other  lands. 

The  Portuguese  emigrant  is  unhappily,  for  the  most  part, 
possessed  of  trifling  education,  or,  indeed,  of  none  at  alL  His 
occupation  at  the  place  of  destination  is  usually,  in  consequence, 
that  of  a  common  labourer,  or,  at  best,  of  a  petty  retail  shop- 
keeper. Exceptions  there  are,  of  course,  and  numerous  ones,  but 
the  fact  of  such  a  preponderating  element  places  the  average 
Portuguese  newcomer  at  an  immense  disadvantage  in  comparison 
with  his  rivals. 
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Agaiu,  the  colonisation  of  Portuguese  Africa  is  of  necessity 
chiefly  identified  with  exploration.  Here,  circumstances  are  very 
different  from  those  which  prevailed  in  Australia,  North  America, 
or  Brazil.  There,  the  aboriginal  population  was  scanty  and  weak. 
Here,  it  is  abundant  and  powerful.  The  native  arm  alone  can 
|>erform  the  necessary  labour.  The  emigrant  cim  only  exert 
intelligent  supervision  and  supply  capital,  a  task  entirely  beyond 
the  capacity  of  the  ordinary  uneducated  Portuguese. 

The  conclusion  is  inevitable,  that  the  Portuguese  emigrant 
must,  in  the  first  place,  )>e  thoroughly  educated  for  his  mission, 
and  this  undertaking  cannot  be  lelt  for  the  State  alone  to  accom- 
plish. Private  enterprise  and  initiative  must  step  in  and  perform 
their  share  of  the  work,  and  the  private  capital  of  the  nation  must 
look  here  for  ite  most  legitimate  and,  in  the  long  run,  most 
remunerative  investment. 

A  further  circumstance  elucidated  by  the  figures  of  the  census  Education, 
return  is  the  lamentable  backwardness  of  education  in  Portugal. 
The  following  items  culled  from  its  columns  will  suffice  to  convey 
an  adequate  idea  of  the  illiteracy  of  the  general  population : — 

I     Number.     ,       Total. 


Total  population  of  Portugal  ..  ..!  ..  5,019,729 

Wholly  illiterate- 
Males  I     1,762,842 

Females 2,238,115 

I 4,000,957 

|  80%. 

Able  to  read  only — 

Males  58,076 

Females 52,531 

110,607 

Able  to  read  and  write  - 
Males 
Females 


609,421     ; 
328,744 
938,166 
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For  Lisbon,  Oporto,  Coimbra,  ami  Braga  the  figures  stand  thus : 


Lisbon  (city  andsurro  inding  district), 
population 


Wholly  illiterate— 
Males 
Females      .  • 


Able  to  read  only — 
Males 
Females 


Able  to  read  and  write — 
Males 
Females 


Number. 

Total. 

•• 

611,168 

198,271 
196,067 

394,338 
64% 

9,568 
10,475 

20,043 

108,158 
88,629 

196,787 

Oporto  (city  and  district),  population  .. 

Wholly  illiterate- 
Males  157,310 

Females 235,795 


546,262 


393,105 
72% 


Coimbra    (including    the    University 
town),  population 

Wholly  illiterate- 
Males          

Females 

•  • 

110,963 
157,767 

316,624 

268,730 
85% 

Braga,  population  of  district 

Wholly  illiterate- 
Males          ..          ..          ..          ♦. 

Females 

105,582 
166,256 

338,308 

271,838 

80% 

It  is  needless  to  add  any  comment  to  the  above  plain  state- 
ment of  the  condition  of  affairs.  The  blackness  of  the  picture  is 
recognised,  and  deplored  by  the  public  press  of  all  varieties  of 
political  opinion,  and,  though  an  attempt  lias  here  and  there  been 
made  to  throw  doubt  upon  the  absolute  accuracy  of  the  figures 
given,  nobody  dreams  of  denying  that  the  situation  is  one  which 
calls  imperiously  for  a  speedy  and  drastic  reform  of  the  system  of 
education  in  the  country. 

In  conclusion,  I  have,  as  on  previous  Occasions,  to  express 
my  thanks  to  Mr.  Henriques,  Solicitor,  of  Lisbon,  for  his  assistance 
in  grouping  and  analysing  the  customs  returns  upon  which  the 
present  report  is  based. 
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P.S.  —  Ail  announcement  has  just  been  published  to  the  eftect 
that  the  bi-weekly  "  sud-express  "  train  from  Paris  to  Madrid  will 
henceforward  be  continued  to  Gibraltar.  Much  alarm  has  in 
consequence  been  excited  in  shipping  and  commercial  circles  here, 
since  it  is  understood  that  the  object  of  the  measure  is  to  convert 
Gibraltar  into  the  principal  port  of  call  for  the  great  steamship 
lines  between  Europe  and  South  America,  to  the  detriment  of 
Lisbon.  It  is  pointed  out  by  the  local  press  that  the  loss  of  this 
position,  which  will  practically  entail  the  ruin  of  the  Portuguese 
capital,  will  be  due  entirely  to  the  vexatious  and  unnecessary 
sanitary  and  fiscal  restrictions  imposed  by  the  authorities  of  the 
port  upon  all  ships  and  their  passengers  entering  or  leaviug  the 
Tagus,  and  which  in  combination  constitute  an  annoyance  which 
no  traveller  consents  of  his  own  free  will  to  undergo  a  second 
time,  driving  him  to  more  circuitous  but  less  inconvenient  routes. 

In  spite  of  obvious  exaggerations,  there  is  undoubtedly  some 
Inundation  for  this  pessimistic  view,  and  it  may  be  hoped,  there- 
fore, that  some  alleviation  of  the  present  quarantine  and  customs 
regulations  will  shortly  be  conceded ;  otherwise  the  fear  may  prove 
well-founded,  that  Lisbon  will  eventually  lose  her  express  com- 
munications with  the  rest  of  the  world,  both  by  sea  and  by  land. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQLC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQLC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQLC 


LONDON  : 

Printed  for  Her  Majesty's  Stationery  Oflicc, 

Bv  HARRISON  AND  SONS, 

Printers  in  Ordinary  to  Her  Majeaty. 

(1250    4  !  97— H  &  S    2327) 


Digitized  by  VjOOQLC 


FOREIGN  OFFICE. 

1897. 

ANNUAL    SERIES. 


N°-      1871. 

DIPLOMATIC  AND  CONSULAR  REPORTS  ON  TRADE 

AND  FINANCE. 


PORTUGAL 

REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1896 

ON  THE 

TEADE     OF     MADEIEA. 


REFERENCE  TO  PREVIOUS  REPORT,  Annual  Series  No.  1812. 


Presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  by  Command  of  Her  Majesty, 

APRIL,  1897. 


LONDON: 

PRINTED  FOR  HER  MAJESTY'S  STATIONERY  OFFICE, 

BY  HARRISON  AND  SONS,  ST.  MARTIN'S  LANE, 

PRINTERS  IN  ORDINARY  TO  HER  MAJESTY. 


And  to  be  purchased,  either  directly  or  through  any  Bookseller,  from 

EYHE  &  SPOTTISWOODE,  East  Harding  Street,  Fleet  Street,  E.O.,  and 

32.  Abingdon  Street,  Westminster,  S.W. ;  or 

JOHN  MENZIES  &  Co.,  12,  Hanover  Street,  Edinburgh,  and 

90,  West  Nile  Street,  Glasgow;  or 

HODGES,  FIGGIS,  A  Co.,  Limited,  lto.  Grafton  Street,  Dublin. 

1897. 
[0.  8277—89.]  Price  One  Penny. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


New  Series  of  Reports. 


Reports  of  the  Annual  Series  have  been  issued  from  Her  Majesty's 
Diplomatic  and  Consular  Officers  at  the  following  places,  and  may  be 
obtained  from  the  sources  indicated  on  the  title-page : — 

Price. 

Tangier 2i<L 

Tokio          3Jd. 

Madeira     ..          ..         ••  id. 

Vera  Cruz  .  •         . .         .  •  Id. 

Oporto        ..          ..          ••  Id. 

Hamburg  ..         ••         ..  lid. 

New  Orleans         .  •         . .  lid. 

Bengasi      ..         ••         ..  id. 

Marmagao  . .         .  •         . •  id. 

Gothenburg           ..          . .  2d. 
Dar-al-Baida         ..         ..3d. 

Erzeroum  .  •          . .          •  •  id. 

Munich 2fr<L 

Samoa        ..         . .         ..  id. 

Ohinkiang  ..          ..          . .  Id. 

Jeddah       ..         ••          ..  Id. 

Sofia           l*d. 

Mexico       . .          . .         •  •  2d. 

Teneriffe 3*d. 

Batoum      ..         ••          ..  Id. 


No.  .  Price. 

1749.  Montevideo  ..         ,.    lid. 

1750.  San  Francisco        ..  ..      3d. 

1751.  Cayenne      *•  ..         -*.      id. 

1752.  Frankfort 3d. 

1753.  Malaga       8id. 

1754.  Soul Id. 

1755.  Copenhagen  ..         . .     3d. 

1756.  Nice Id. 

1757.  Lisbon        lid, 

1758.  Nagasaki Id. 

1759.  Hamburg 2id. 

1760.  Mozambique  ..  ..      2d. 

1761.  Cettinje* lid. 

1762.  The  Hague lid. 

1763.  Cephalonia Id. 

1764.  Bahia  Id. 

1765.  Zanzibar lid. 

1766.  Pakhoi        Id. 

1767.  New  York 2d. 

1768.  Chefoo        Id. 

1769.  Caracas id. 

1770.  Palermo Hid. 

1771.  Mombasa id, 

1772.  Nice lid. 

1773.  Bucharest A  id. 

1774.  Port  Said lid. 

1775.  Galatz        lid. 

1776.  Madrid 2d. 

1777.  Vienna        2d. 

1778.  Canton       Id. 

1779.  Yokohama lid. 

1780.  Newchwang  ..         ..      Id. 

1781.  Wuhu         ,      Id. 

1782.  Athens        2d. 

1783.  Tonga         id. 

1784.  Smyrna id. 

1785.  Baghdad Id. 

1786.  Hiogo  and  Osaka  ..         ..    4id. 

1787.  Bangkok Id. 

1788.  Odessa        2d. 

1789.  Naples        2d. 

1790.  Beyrout Id. 

1791.  Tunis  lid. 

1792.  Kiukiang 3d. 

1793.  Bangkok id. 

1794.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul  . .      Id. 

1795.  Valparaiso  . .         c .         . .     4d. 

1796.  Brindisi 2id. 

1797.  Bushire 2d. 

1798.  Christiania 5id. 

1799.  Cadiz  2d. 

1800.  Meshed 2id. 

1801.  St.  Petersburg       ..  ..    4id. 

1802.  Batoum Id. 

1803.  Peking        ..  ..  ..      3d. 

1804.  Samos         id. 

1805.  Dantzig 2d. 

1806.  Antwerp lid. 

1807.  Ajaccio       ljd. 

1808.  Stettin        3d. 

1809.  Aleppo   Id. 


No. 

1810. 

1811. 

1812. 

1813. 

1814. 

1815. 

1816. 

1817. 

1818. 

1819. 

1820. 

1821. 

1822. 

1823. 

1824. 

1825. 

1826. 

1827. 

1828. 

1829. 

1830. 

1831. 

1832. 

1833. 

1834. 

1835. 

1836. 

1837. 

:  1838. 

I  1839. 

1840. 

1841. 

1842. 

I  1843. 

!  1844. 

.  1845. 

!  1846. 

I  1847. 

,  1848. 

1849. 

1850. 

,  1851. 

1852. 

I  1853 

|  1854 

1855. 

,  1856, 

1857. 

1858. 

;  1859. 

'  1860. 

|  1861. 

|  3862. 

!  1863. 

■  1864. 

1865. 

1866. 

1867. 

1868. 

1869. 

1870. 


Cadiz    . .    ..    ..  Id. 

Martinique     ••    ..  Id. 

Odessa   ..    . .    ..  Id. 

Ghilan   Id. 

Old  Calabar    . .    . .  6\&. 

Tamsui   ••    ..    ..  Id. 

Copenhagen     ..    ..  id. 

Salonica     ..          . .          ..  lid. 

Honolulu   ..         ..         ..  id. 

Buenos  Ayres        .  •         . .  2d. 

Para           Id. 

Bolivia 2d. 

Washington  ..  ..3d. 

Berlin         2d. 

Uganda      ..  ..  ..Id. 

Belgrade l|d. 

Dakar        id. 

Florence     ..         ..         ..  lid. 

Copenhagen           ..         . .  2d. 

Havre         .»         ..          ..  2d. 

Serajevo     . .          ..          ..  Id. 

Madrid 2d. 

Lattochelle          ..         ..  lid. 

.  Chicago      ..          ..          . .  4d. 

Berlin        Id. 

Cherbourg..         ..         . .  2|d. 

Beira          Id. 

Charleston 2  id. 

Saigon        ..         ..         . .  id. 

Suakin       ..          . .         ..  Id. 

Rouen        2d. 

Patras        lid. 

Barcelona  ..         ..         ..  2d. 

Amoy         2JCL, 

Trebizond  ..         ..         ..  Id. 

Lisbon        ..         ..          ..  2id. 

Callao         2d. 

Pernambuoo          , .          ..  6d. 

Naples       ..          ,.         ..  lid. 

New  Orleans         . .         . .  2icU 

Vera  Crux 2H. 


Digitized  by  LiOOQ IC 


No.  1871. 

Reference  to  previous  Report,  Annual  Series  No.  1812. 


PORTUGAL. 

MADEIRA. 

Acting-Consul  Bell  to  the  Marquess  of  Salisbury. 

(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  April  7, 1897.) 
My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  the  Annual  Report 
on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Madeira  for  the  year  1896. 

I  have  &>c 
(Signed)      '  HENRY  MERCER  BELL. 
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Introduction. 


Fluctuating 
exchange. 

Custom 
returns  calcu- 
lated at  rate 
of  exchange 
for  day. 
Values  given 
in  report 
calculated  at 
par. 


In  submitting  the  statistics  and  report  of  the  commerce  of 
Madeira  for  the  past  year,  a  few  remarks  are  necessary  as  to  the 
method  by  which  the  values  shown  in  the  Annexes  have  been 
arrived  at.  During  the  year  1896  the  exchange  has  fluc- 
tuated between  5,600  reis  and  6,400  reis  to  the  11.  sterling,  and 
as  I  am  given  to  understand  that  the  custom-house  returns  have 
been  calculated  at  the  rate  of  exchange  for  the  day,  it  is  obvious 
that  had  I  taken  the  average  rate  during  the  year  that  the 
statistics  could  not  be  compared  with  those  of  former  years, 
which  have  been  calculated  at  the  gold  standard,  viz.,  4,500 
reis  to  the  1/.  sterling.  I  have,  therefore,  thought  it  advisable  to 
adopt  this  latter  rate,  and  all  the  monetary  values  given  in  the 
report  have  been  calculated  on  that  basis. 


quantity  and 
value. 
Probable 
reason. 


Imports. 

Imports.  As  will  be  seen  from  Annex  No.  1,  there  has  been  a  falling- 

Quantify!!?  ?S  both  **  regarda  the  quantity  and  also  of  the  value  of  the 
imports  during  the  past  year.  This  will  probably  be  accounted 
for  by  the  failure  of  the  maize  crop  in  the  Moroccos,  as  in  past 
years  large  consignments  of  this  product  have  been  imported 
into  the  island  during  the  months  from  September  to  December 
from  that  source,  but  owing  to  the  before-mentioned  cause  it 
became  necessary  to  import  large  quantities  from  the  Argentine 
Republic,  and  also  from  the  United  States.  As  these  consignments 
did  not  arrive  in  Madeira  before  the  end  of  the  year,  they  cannot 
be  included  in  the  statistics  of  1896. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  record  an  increase  of  22,840/.  in  the  value 
of  goods  imported  from  Great  Britain,  and  it  will  also  be  noticed 
that  almost  two-thirds  of  the  total  value  of  imports  to  Madeira 
were  from  British  markets.  I  am  strongly  convinced  that  this 
increase  would  be  largely  augmented  were  English  manufacturers 
to  act  on  the  suggestion  so  forcibly  urged  by  Mr.  Consul 
Crawford  in  last  year's  report  of  sending  commercial  travellers 
who  speak  the  language  of  the  country,  with  samples  of  their 
goods,  who  would  give  quotations  in  Portuguese  currency,  and 
who  would  see  for  themselves  what  class  of  goods  were  most 
suitable  for  the  local  markets.  I  am  fully  aware  of  the  difficul- 
ties that  stand  in  the  way  of  quoting  prices  in  a  currency  that 
fluctuates  in  value  from  day  to  day,  but  I  would  suggest  that 
this  can  be  surmounted  by  all  quotations  .  being  calculated  at 
the  gold  standard  of  4,500  reid.  to  the  11.  sterling,  subject  to 
whatever  may  be  the  current  rate  of  exchange  for  bills  at  sight. 

I  have  also  been  informed  on  reliable  authority,  that  whereas 
German  and  French  manufacturers  are  willing  to  supply  goods 
in  comparatively  small  quantities,  English  firms  refuse  to  take 
orders  below  a  certain  value,  and  this  naturally  operates 
against  British  trade. 
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Exports. 

The  decrease  shown  in  the   import    trade  of  the  island  has  Decrease  in 
also  made  itself  noticeable   in   the  exports,  though  to  a  lesser  exports, 
extent,  the  falling-off  being  13,064£  ;   this  may  be  accounted  for  Accounted  for 
by   a  decrease   in   the  value  of  the  wine  which  has  been  ex-  by  differences 
ported    during    the    year,    and    which    amounts    to     13,884/.,  in.valueo£  . 
although  the  falling-off  in  quantity  is  only  84  pipes-  wine  exported. 

I  have  explained  under  various  headings  that  the  custom-  Custom-home 
house  returns  of  the  export  trade  of  Madeira  cannot  be  taken  as  returns  not 
a  correct  gauge  of  the  actual  value  of  the  articles  exported  from  r*11*016- 
the  island,  as  Targe  quantities  of  various  goods  are  purchased  by  Visitors  large 
visitors,  of  which  no  return  is  made  to  the  customs  authorities,      purchasers. 

A  few   remarks   on    the   production,   &c,   of  the  principal 
articles  of  export,  &&,  may  not  be  out  of  place  in  this  report. 


Wine, 

Wine,  as  usual,  forms   by   far   the   most  important  export 
from  Madeira,  and  although  the  vintage  of  1896  was  inferior  in 
quantity  to    that  of  1895,  yet   the  trade  bids   fair   to  attain  a 
similar  position  in  the  markets  of  the  world   to  that  which  it 
held  prior  to  the  vines  being  attacked  by  "  oidium  "  in  the  year 
1851.     This  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  has  been  chiefly  brought 
about  by  the  introduction  of  American  vines,  which,  being  disease- 
resisting,  are  used  as  stocks  on  which  to  graft  the  different  varie- 
ties of  grape  that  are  used  in  the  production  of  the  wine  for 
which  the  island  is  so  justly  celebrated.      The  Madeira  wine 
trade  bids  fair  to  receive  a  great  impetus  from  the  action  of  a 
leading  firm  of  wine  exporters  in  this  island,  which,  supported  by  impetus 
other  firms  and  by  a  large  number  of  wine  growers,  has  brought  given  to 
an  action  in  the  French  courts  against  the  unjustifiable  use  of  JJ*£eira  wine 
the  name  il  Madeira  "  or  u  Madfere "  for  wines  other  than  the  Action  taken 
produce  of  the  island.      It  appears    that  large    quantities  of  in  French 
so-called    " Madeira "    are    consumed     in    Europe    which    ^e  *>***• 
not  the  produce  of  the  island,   and   the    elimination  of  such  placed1^*"16 
spurious    wines     from    the    world's    markets     cannot     fail    to  market  under 
bring  forward  the  genuine  island-grown  wine,  and  will  help  to  ^®,n?me  of 
establish  more  firmly  than  ever  the  reputation  that  the  vintages  Madeira- 
of  Madeira  have  so  long  enjoyed.     This  action  is  based  on  the 
treaty  of  March  20,  1883,  and  the  Madrid  Proctocol  of  April 
15, 1891,  to  which  Portugal  adhered,  and  to  which  Great  Britain 
is  a  party,  and  it  behoves  dealers  in  the  United  Kingdom  to 
study  this  treaty  in  all  its  aspects. 

Embroidery. 

This  branch  of  industry  has,  according  to  the  customs  returns, 
likewise  fallen  off  during  the  past  year  both  in  quantity  and  in 
value,  but  these  statistics  can  in  no  way  be  taken  as  conveying  a 
(2344) 
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proper  estimate  of  the  quantity  or  value  of  this  description  of 
work  which  leaves  the  island,  for  a  very  large  and  increasing 
retail  business  is  done  with  the  visitors,  and  few  ladies  return 
home  without  having  purchased  some  samples  of  Madeira 
embroidery.  This  retail  business  is  very  largely  augmented  by 
what  is  sold  to  the  passengers  on  board  the  vessels  that  make  the 
island  a  port  of  call,  and  as  no  returns  of  these  sales  are  made  to 
the  customs  authorities,  it  is  impossible  to  form  a  correct  idea  of 
the  development  of  this  branch  of  local  industry,  but  I  am  firmly 
convinced  that  it  has  not  decreased  during  the  past  year  to  the 
extent  that  is  shown  by  the  statistics  with  which  I  have  been 
furnished. 

This  industry  gives  but  poor  return  to  those  who  are  employed 
at  it,  the  work  being  almost  entirely  done  by  the  poorer  class  of 
peasants  in.  their  homes.  They  are  as  a  rule  paid  by  piece-work, 
the  exporter  providing  the  materials  and  paying  an  agreed-upon 
sum  when  the  work  is  returned  finished. 

The  commoner  class  of  embroidery  is  worked  on  French  cam- 
bric, whilst  for  the  better  qualities  Irish  linen  is  used. 

Germany  is  by  far  the  largest  purchaser  of  this  class  of  work, 
and  the  demand  has  for  some  years  been  greater  than  the  supply, 
the  consequence  being  that  the  work  has  deteriorated  in  quality, 
the  exporters  requiring  lower-priced  worked  turned  out  with 
greater  rapidity  than  heretofore. 


Wiekerwork. 

This  industry  has  lately  been  started  in  the  east-end  of 
London,  and  considerable  quantities  are  made  in  the  blind  and 
deaf  and  dumb  institutions  throughout  the  United  Kingdom ;  in 
consequence  qf  this  a  fairly  large  and  increasing  export  trade  is 
being  done  in  the  u  osiers,"  of  which  the  wiekerwork  is  made. 

The  osier  grown  in  Madeira  is  closely  allied  to  the  willow, 
being  botanically  classified  "  Salix  Viminalis."  They  are  chiefly 
grown  at  the  north  side  of  the  island,  as  they  thrive  to  perfec- 
tion on  the  wet  portions  of  land  in  proximity  to  the  u  Ribeiros," 
or  mountain  streams,  which  overflow  their  banks  during  the  late 
autumn  and  winter  months. 

Owing  to  the  deficient  water  supply  on  the  south  side  of  the 
island  for  agricultural  purposes,  the  wiekerwork  industry  is 
entirely  confined  to  the  peasant  class,  who  live  on  the  higher 
slopes  of  the  mountains,  where  a  plentiful  supply  of  water  is 
obtainable — this  being  a  sine  qud  non  to  enable  the  worker  to 
bend  the  osiers  to  the  required  shapes  of  the  many  articles  which 
are  made  in  wiekerwork. 

Here  again,  the  custom-house  returns  are  entirely  misleading, 
and  cannot  be  taken  as  any  indication  of  the  extent  of  this 
industry,  as  Funchal,  being  a  port  of  call  for  provisions,  and  for 
coaling  purposes,  of  vessels  bound  for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
the  West  Coast  of  Africa,  and  also  South  America,  the  quantity 
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of  wickerwork  purchased  on  board  by  the  passengers  in  transit 
is  very  considerable,  and  to  this  must  be  added  the  large  quan- 
tities that  are  taken  to  England  by  the  visitors  who  make 
Madeira  their  winter  residence.  Of  this  very  important  retail 
trade  no  return  is  made  to  the  customs  authorities,  the  statistics 
from  that  department  merely  indicating  what  has  been  exported 
as  cargo  and  declared  as  such  on  the  shipping  manifest. 

Fruit  and  Vegetables. 

The  fruit  trade  of  the  island   has  been  treated   at  greater  Frait. 
length  in  a  report  which  I  had  the  honour  to  submit  to  your 
Lordship  last  October  (Miscellaneous  Series  No.  408),  and,  as  I 
mentioned  in  that  report,  bananas  form  by  far  the  greatest  pro- 
portion  of    the   fruit  exported    from   Madeira,  the  trade  being 
continued  all  the  year  round.     In  this   trade  Madeira  and  the 
Canary  Islands  will  in  all  probability  have  to  compete  with  a  fresh  Jamaica 
rival,  as  specially-built  steamers  are  being  run  from  Jamaica  to  o^E^t^4 
London,  in  the  hopes  of  being  able  to  divert  a  portion  of  the  trade  market*, 
to  that  island. 

As  will  be  seen  from  Annex  No.  .2,  this  branch  of  trade 
shows  a  decrease  from  the  previous  year  of  1,644/.,  which  is  much 
to  be  regretted,  and  is  mainly  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  success- 
ful rivalry  of  the  Canary  Islands. 

The  export  of  vegetables   chiefly   consists   of  potatoes   and  Vegetables, 
onions  to  the   West  Indies  and  adjoining  mainland,  which  are 
mostly  carried  in  English  steamers  and  a  few  Portuguese  sailing 
vessels  during  the  months  of  June  to  November. 

During  the  winter  and  early  spring  months  large  quantities 
of  French  beans  are  shipped  to  England,  but  in  this  department 
also  the  Canary  Islands  are  fast  cutting  out  the  Madeira-grown 
produce,  and  before  many  years  are  gone  I  doubt  if  such  a  thing 
as  vegetables  of  any  kind  will  form  an  item  of  export  to  the 
English  markets. 

Sugar. 

This  crop  now  forms  a  very  important  agricultural  product 
of  the  island,  and  each  year  sees  more  land  devoted  to  its  culti- 
vation. 

The  cane  crop  of  1896  was  very  much  superior  both  in  quan-  The  1896  crop 
tity  and  quality  than  any  year  since  1868 — when  the  canes  were  g*!^617* 
attacked  and  almost  entirely  destroyed  by  the  disease  "  Nonagri     ^  ' 
Sacchari" — but  even  under  these  favourable  circumstances  the 
Island-grown  sugar  is  placed  on  the  lo2al  markets  at   a  price 
only  sufficiently  lower  than   imported  sugar  to  make  it  worth 
while  for  the    consumer  to  purchase   the  Island-manufactured 
sugar ;  this  is  not  on  account  of  any  increase  in  the  cost  of  pro- 
duction, but  solely  because  the  local  manufacturer  takes  every 
advantage  of  the  heavy  protective  duties  and  octroi  imposed  on 
all  imported  sugar. 
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There  are  four  mills  in  Madeira  that  crush  the  cane  and  manu- 
facture   sugar,    but    besides    these    there    are    many    smaller 
Spirit  distilled  establishments  where  only  spirit  is.  distilled,  large  quantities   of 
from  augar-     this  being  used  to  fortify  the  Island  vintages,  the  spirit  obtained 
canensedto    from  sugar-cane  being  much  preferable  to  that  obtained    from 
other  sources  for  the  treatment  and   preservation   of  Madeira 
wine. 

Wheat. 

The  Island  produces  only  about  one-sixth  part  of  the  wheat 
that  is  required  for  local  consumption,  and  a  very  small  quantity 
of  ihis  crop  finds  its  way  to  the  market,  it  being  almost  all  kept 
by  the  peasant  growers  for  their  own  requirements. 

Like  as  in  Portugal,  the  Government  fixes  the  quantity  of 
wheat  to  be  imported  during  the  year,  viz.,  from  August  31  to 
August  31,  and  apportions  the  quantity  between  the  millers  and 
importers,  who  are  compelled  to  purchase  the  Island-grown  crop 
at  the  price  fixed  year  by  year  in  their  proportions.  The  Govern- 
ment also  fixes  the  duty  on  that  which  may  be  imported,  which 
for  the  year  1895-96  was  20  reis  (Id.)  per  kilo.,  but  this  year, 
owing  to  the  advance  in  price  of  foreign-grown  wheat,  the 
Government  have  reduced  the  duty  to  8  reis  per  kilo,  for  one- 
third  the  quantity  fixed  for  importation,  to  be  imported  before 
January  31,  or  shipped  in  Portuguese  bottoms  before  that  date. 

The  quantity  fixed  for  importation  between  August  31,  1896, 
and  September  1,  1897,  is  5,500,000  kilos.,  or  5,500  tons  of 
.1,000  kilos. 

The  mills  and  dealers  were  registered  in  1893,  and  no  new- 
ones  are  allowed  to  be  established  except  under  very  exceptional 
circumstances. 

Maize* 

This  cereal  is  only  grown  in  very  small  quantities,  and  can 
scarcely  figure  as  an  Island  product.  The  large  supplies  con- 
sumed are  chiefly  derived — in  fact,  almost  exclusively — from  the 
Moroccos,  whence  it  comes  to  Madeira  in  bulk  carried  in  small 
Portuguese  sailing  vessels.  The  destruction  of  the  Morocco 
*  maize  crops,  however,  by  locusts  since  1893  has  caused  the 
dealers  to  import  from  the  United  States  and  also  from  the 
Argentine  Republic,  whence  it  has  arrived  in  English  vessels 
bound  to  Europe. 

The  duty  on  imported  maize  has  been  fixed  at  12  reis 
per  kilo. 

This  system  of  protection  is  supposed  to  be  favourable  to  the 
farmers,  hut  it  is  most  certainly  the  opposite  to  the  consumer,  as 
bread  is  so  high-priced  that  the  poorer  class  have  resort  to  using 
sweet  potatoes,  yams,  and  other  inferior  qualities  of  farinaceoua 
foods. 
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Public  Health. 

In  last  year's  report  Mr.  Consul  Crawford  called  attention  to 
the  unsatisfactory  sanitary  condition  of  Funchal,  but  finding  that 
his  remarks  had,  to  a  great  extent,  been  misconstrued,  he  reported 
to  your  Lordship  in  a  despatch   which  was   published   in   the 
Board  of  Trade  Journal   laat   November,  "that  several  of  the 
fountains  in  the  towns  had  been   supplied   with  pure  drinking 
water,"  and  "that  there  seemed  a  desire  with  every  one  in  authority 
to  put  the  town  in  a  thoroughly  sanitary  condition."     The  result  Pabli  u^^u 
of  the  improvement  before  mentioned  very  soon  manifested  itself,  mo«t 
the  public  health  being  in  a  most  satisfactory  condition,  a  well-  excellent, 
known  local  medical  man  expressing  it  as  his  opinion  that  an 
epidemic  of  health  existed. 

During  the  summer  months  the  Municipal  Council  invited  Water  supply, 
tenders  for  supplying  the  town  with  pure  water,  the  concession 
to  last  for  99  years.  However,  owing  to  the  unsatisfactory  terms 
offered — after  having  advertised  the  contract  in  the  English, 
Portuguese,  and  French  papers — no  tenders  were  received.  The 
municipal  authorities,  therefore,  determined  to  do  what  lay  in 
their  power  to  place  the  principal  fountains  ("  JoSo  Diniz  ")  that 
supply  the  public  with  water  for  household  purposes  above  sus- 
picion. At  the  time  of  writing — under  the  superintendence  of  a 
competent  engineer — the  drainage  of  Government  House,  which 
is  in  close  proximity  to  the  public  fountains,  is  being  entirely 
remodelled,  and  the  work  is  being  expeditiously  proceeded  with. 
It  is  being  diverted  clear  of  all  buildings,  and  does  not  pass 
under  Government  House,  as  heretofore.  When  these  works  are 
finished,  it  will  be  absolutely  impossible  for  any  infiltration  or 
percolation  to  take  place,  and  on  completion  the  authorities  will 
no  doubt  see  the  necessity  of  having  the  water  analysed,  and  the 
resulting  analysis  largely  circulated. 

I  have  appended  in  Annex  No.  5  the  rainfall  at  Funchal, 
which  has  been  carefully  noted  by  myself.  It  is  interesting  to 
observe  that  during  the  year  1896  the  total  precipitation  did  not 
amount  to  one-half  of  that  of  the  previous  year,  which  was  very 
abnormal,  but  the  total  of  1896,  viz.,  26*70  inches,  may  be  taken 
as  the  average  rainfall  of  Funchal  and  its  neighbourhood. 

Pvblic  Works. 

During  the  past  year,  with  the  exception  of  a  short,  narrow-  KiiTow-gwge 
gauge  tramway  joining  the  pier  with  the  Riggenbach  Railway  to  tramway, 
the  Mount  Church,  and  the  scheme  to  illuminate  the  city  by  Electric  light 
electricity,   no    public    works   of   any    importance    have    been 
inaugurated  in  Madeira. 

The   Madeira   Electric   Lighting   Company,  Limited,  is   an  Bngliah 
English-formed  company,  having  a  share  capital  of  35,000£,  of  company, 
which  15,000/.  is  debenture  stock,  bearing  an  interest  of  5£  per 
cent.     This  company  obtained  a  concession  for  40  years  from  the 
Municipality,  and  are  fast  pushing  forward  the  works  towards 
completion.     The    necessary  plant    fpr    the  installation  is  of  pint  of 
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British  English   manufacture,   and    has    been    admitted   under    special 

manufacture,  arrangement  free  of  duty.  The  contractors  also  are  English,  and 
they  hope  to  have  the  works  completed  early  in  the  summer, 
when  the  present  means  of  illumination — which  is  by  petroleum 
lamps — will  be  superseded  by  one  which  will  be  more  in  keeping 
with  modern  requirements. 


Shipping. 

On  looking  at  the  returns  of  the  ocean-going  vessels  that 
have  visited  the  port  of  Funchal  during  1896  (Annex  No.  4), 
and  comparing  them  with  those  of  the  previous  year,  it  is  most 
satisfactory  to  note  that  there  has  been  an  increase  in  British 
shipping  of  44  vessels  as  having  entered  and  of  46  as  having 
cleared  at  the  port.  The  total  returns  of  shipping  likewise  show 
totoTahipping.  &n  increase  of  29  vessels  in  both  these  departments. 

A  table  showing  the  various  steamship  lines,  and  the  number 
of  their  vessels  that  make  Funchal  a  port  of  call,  is  appended : — 


Increase  in 
Britiah 
•hipping. 
Increase  in 


Nationality. 

Lines. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Portuguese   .. 

Austrian 
German 

British 
French 

Empreza  Nacional 

Empreza  Insolana ■  .. 

Imperial  Royal  Mail  Steamers  of  Austrian  Lloyd's 

Hamburg  South  American  Steamship  Company    .. 

Carl  W oermann  and  Company 

Pleasure  Steamers 

Union  Steamship  Company,  Limited  (Royal  Mail) 
„                „                       „      (Intermediate) 
Castle  Steamship  Company,  Limited  (Royal  Mail). . 
„               „                        „      (Intermediate) 

Red  Cross  Line           

Booth  Steamship  Company 

Forwood  Bros.,  and  Company           

African  Steamship  Company,  Limited 

British  and  African  Steam  Navigation  Company, 

Limited        ..         

Messrs.  Lamport  and  Holt 

Prince  Line      . . 

Messrs.    Scrutton,  Sons,    and    Co.,   and    various 

steamers  taking  onions  and  potatoes  to  West 

Indies  and  Demerara         . .         

Messrs.    Allen   Bros.,    and    other  steamers  with 

cattle  and  sheep,  &c ,  from  River  Plate 
Vessels  bringing  coal  to  the  port     .  •         •  • 

Soci6t6  Generate  de  Transports  Maritimes  a  Vapeur 
"  Chargeurs  Reunis  " 

27 
24 

2 

48 

29 

2 

52 
17 
52 
12 
40 
47 
45 
24 

27  * 
6 

28 

14 

14 
35 

1 
11 
12 
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Annex  1. — Table  showing  the  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to 
Madeira  during  the  Years  1896-95. 


Articles. 

1896. 

1895. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity; 

Value. 

Coals 

Dry  goods 
Maize    ..         •• 

Wheat 

Rice      .. 
Other  articles 

Tons. 

77,289 

162 

5,840 

4,803 

674 

£ 

51,826 
29,276 
25,552 
38,622 
6,167 
64,530 

Tons. 

77,014 

110 

8,011 

4,411 

639 

£ 

45,817 
21,972 
50,880 
40,617 
5,767 
65,288 

Total 

88,268 

215,973      1        90,185 

1 

230,341 

Nora.— These  values  have  been  calculated  at  4,500  reis  to  the  1/.  sterling. 


Annex    2. — Beturn    of    Principal    Articles    of    Export    from 
Madeira  during  the  Years  1896-95. 


1896. 

1895. 

Articles. 

Pipes 
Tons 

ii           ••• 

Pipes 
Tons 

Quantity.            Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Wine        

Embroidery       

Vegetables  and  fruit    ... 

Wickerwork       

Other  articles 

5,770 
28 

1,648 
92 

£ 
154,064 
4,898 
6,557 
1,234 
26,123 

5,854 
50fc 

2,006 
424 

167,948 

8,969 

8,201 

342 

20,480 

Total        

it          •••       ••• 

5,770  > 
1,768  S 

192,876 

(         5,854 1 
I         2,099 j 

205,940 

Notb.— These  values  have  been  calculated  at  the  rate  of  4,500  reis  to  11.  sterling. 

Annex  3.— Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Madeira  from  and  to  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1896-95. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1890. 

1895. 

1896. 

1895. 

Great  Britain  .. 
Russia  .. 
Germany 
Morocco 

France 

America 
Other  countries 

£ 

67,961 
38,673 
30,847 
14 
25  802 
607 
29,472 

£ 
70,286 
40,852     * 
84,800 

50 
29,642 

33 
80,777 

£ 

137,439 

177 

18,710 

3,421 

8,521 

42,248 

10,456 

£ 

114,599 

54 

13,186 

33,749 

3,075 

49,728 

15,955 

Total 

192,876 

205,940 

215,972 

230,841 

Notb.— These  values  have  been  calculated  at  the  rate  of  4,500  reis  to  the  XL 
sterling. 
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Annex  5. — Tablb  showing  the  Annual  Rainfall  for  the  Years 

1896-95. 


Month.                        J         1896. 

1895. 

January      

February 

March         

April          

May           

Jane           

Jnly            

Aagnst        

September 

October       ..    , 

Koyembor  ..        

December 

Inches 
8*48 
2*68 
1  45 
0*82 

l-ol 

0*16 
8*74 
6*66 
1-75 

Inches. 
5-75 
9  12 
2-97 
4  07 
0*67 
0*45 

ft>«8 

18*48 

7*04 

8*80 

Total 

26*70 

57*28      • 

Note,— These  observations  were  taken  250  feet  above  the  sea-leye!. 
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Reports  of  the  Annual  Series  have  been  issued  from  Her  Majesty'* 
Diplomatic  and  Consular  Officers  at  the  following  places,  and  may  b& 
obtained  from  the  sources  indicated  on  the  title-page  :— 


No. 

1T55. 

1766. 

1757. 

1758. 

1759. 

1760. 

1761. 

1762. 

1763. 

1764. 

1765. 

1766. 

1767. 

1768. 

1769. 

1770. 

1771. 

1 772. 

1773. 

1774. 

1775. 

1776. 

1777. 

1778. 

1779. 

1780. 

1781. 

1782. 

1788. 

1784. 

1785. 

1786. 

1787. 

1788. 

1789. 

1790. 

1791. 

1792. 

1798. 

1794. 

1795. 

1796. 

1797. 

1798. 

1799. 

180p. 

1801. 

1802. 

1808. 

1804. 

1805. 

1806. 

1807. 

1808. 

1809. 

1810. 

1811. 

1812. 

1818. 

1814. 

1815. 


Copenhagen 

Nice  •  • 

Lisbon 

Nagasaki    .. 

Hamburg   . .         ., 

Mozambique 

Cettinje*      .. 

The  Hague.. 

Cephalonia.  •         • . 

Bahia 

Zanzibar     .. 

Pakhoi       .. 

New  York.. 

Chefoo 

Caracas       •  • 

Palermo     . .         , , 

Mombasa 

Nice.  • 

Bucharest  .. 

Port  Said    .. 

Galatz 

Madrid 

Vienna 

Canton 

Yokohama 

Newchwaug 

Wuhu 

Athens 

Tonga 

Smyrna 

Baghdad     .. 

Hiogo  and  Osaka  . , 

Bangkok     •  • 

Odessa        •  •        . , 

Naples 

Beyrout 

Tunis 

Kiukiang    ..         ., 

Bangkok 

Bio  Grande  do  Sul 

Valparaiso 

Brindisi      . . 

Bushire       •• 

Chri8tlania 

Cadiz 

Meshed 

Si.  Petersburg 

Batoum       •  • 

Peking 

Samoa         .  •         . , 

Dantzig 

Antwerp     •  •         . , 

Ajaccio       .  • 

Stettin 

Aleppo       .  •        , 

Tangier      ..        ,, 

Tokio 

Madeira      ..        ., 

Vera  Cms  ..        ., 


Oporto 
Haml 


burg 


Price. 

No. 

3d. 

18 16. 

Id. 

1817. 

lid. 

1818. 

Id. 

1819. 

2J<2. 

1820. 

2d. 

1821. 

l*d. 

1822. 

lid. 

1823 

Id. 

1824. 

Id. 

1825. 

lid. 

18*6. 

Id.- 

1827. 

2d. 

1828. 

Id. 

1829. 

id. 

1830. 

Hid. 

1831. 

id. 

1832. 

ljd. 

1833. 

4id. 

1834. 

lid. 

1835. 

lid. 

1836. 

2d. 

1837. 

2d. 

1838. 

Id. 

1889. 

lid. 

1840. 

Id. 

1841. 

Id. 

1842. 

2d. 

1843. 

id. 

1844. 

id. 

1845. 

Id. 

1846. 

4id. 

1847. 

Id. 

1848. 

2d. 

1849. 

2d. 

1850. 

Id. 

1851. 

lid. 

1852. 

8d# 

1853. 

Id. 

1854. 

Id. 

1855. 

4d. 

1856. 

2  id. 

1857. 

2d. 

1858. 

6id. 

1859. 

2d. 

1860. 

2Jd. 

1861. 

4i<fc 

1862. 

Id. 

1863. 

3d. 

1864. 

id. 

1865. 

2d. 

1866. 

lid. 

1867. 

lid. 

1868. 

8d. 

1869. 

Id. 

1870. 

2id. 

1871. 

3Jd. 

1872. 

id. 

1873. 

Id. 

1874. 

Id. 

1875. 

lid. 

1876. 

Price- 
New  Orleans  ..  ..  l|d. 
Bengasi  ..  ,.  ..  id. 
Marmagao  ..  ..  ••  id. 
Gothenburg  ..  . .  2d. 
Daral-Baida         ..         ..  3d.. 

Erzeroum ,  id. 

Munich 2id. 

Samoa        id. 

Chinkiang ,  Id. 

Jeddah       Id. 

Sofia           ltd. 

Mexico       ftL 

Teneriffe 3id. 

Batoum      ..         ..         ..Id. 

Cadiz         Id. 

Martinique lcL 

Odessa        lcL 

Ghilan        Id. 

Old  Calabar          ..         ..  6id. 

Tamsui       Id. 

Copenhagen          ..         ..  i<L 

Salonica lid. 

Honolulu    ..         ,.         ..id. 

Buenos  Ayres       . .         . .  2d* 

Para           id. 

Bolivia       ,,         .„         ..2d. 

Washington           ..         ..  3d. 

Berlin         2d* 

Uganda Id. 

Belgrade lid. 

Dakar        fd. 

Florence lid!. 

Copenhagen          ..         ..  2d. 

Havre         ..         #,         ..  2d. 

Serajevo Id. 

Madrid       ..        ',.         ..2d. 

LaRochelle          ..         ..  ljd. 

Chicago      .,         99         ..  4<L 

Berlin         id. 

Cheibourg 2id. 

Beira          id. 

Charleston 2Jd. 

Saigon        Jd. 

Suakio        Id. 

Rouen         •  2d. 

Patras        ..        ..        ,.  lfcL 

Barcelona  ..         . .         ..  2d. 

Amoy         2W. 

Trebizond UL 

Lisbon        ..         ..         ..  2i«L 

Callao        v  2d. 

Pernambuco          ..        ..  5d. 

Naples        lid. 

New  Orleans         ..         ,.  2i<L 

Vera  Cruz 2}d. 

Madeira Id. 

Jerusalem* Id. 

Ningpo       ••         ••        #.  Id. 

Rio  de  Janeiro      ..        ..  2|d. 

Trieste        Id. 

Curacoa      ..         ..         #»  14. 
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PORTUGAL. 

GOA. 

Acting- Consul  Wasey  to  the  Marquess  of  Salisbury. 

(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  April  H,  1897.) 
My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  Report  on  the  Trade  of 
this  Consular  district  for  the  year  1896, 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        G.  K.  WASEY. 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Consular  District  of 
Goaforthe  Year  1896. 

r  « 

Table  of  Contents. 

Page 

Railway  traffit 1 

Shipping  and  navigation  2 

Harbour  works 8 

Population  and  public  health 3 

General  remarks. .         ..         ,.         , .         ..         ••         ..         ..         ••  4 

Imports  and  exports      ..         ..         ..         ..         ••         . .         ..         ••  4 

West  of  India  Portuguese  railway  return^ 5 

Shipping  returns..         6 

Owing  to  the  absence  of  any  published  reports  by  the  custom-  introductory 
houses,  and  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  information  in  the  shape  remarks, 
required,  the  report  cannot  be  as  full  as  might  otherwise  be  the 
case.  The  shipping  information  has  been  obtained  from  the 
Morinugao  custom-house  by  the  courtesy  of  its  chief,  and  the 
trail-borne  traffic  and  list  of  commodities  from  the  railway 
company. 

The  principal  business  has,  as  previously,  been  carried  on  by  Railway 
.means   of    the    harbour    and    railway    of   the    West    of    India  traffic. 
(2356) 
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Portuguese  Railway  Company,  but  for  the  year  under  reference 
shows  Atfpeat  -reduction  compared  with  previous  yeac^,  mowing  Uy 
the  action  of  the  Southern  Mahratta  and  Great  Indian  Peninsula 
Railways,  which,  from  March  1,  combined  to  reduce  rates  vi& 
Poona.  The  decrease  Iras  ijeen  -general,  tmt  is  chiefly  apparent 
in  grain  and  seeds,  salt,  and  cotton,  the  quantities  of  which,  com* 
pared  with  the  previous  year,  are  as  follows : — 


Year. 

i 

Quantity. 

Grain  and 

Q — J- 

Salt. 

Cotton. 

1896   . 
1895   . 

Tons. 
16,737 
37,772 

Tons. 
14,066 
26,491 

Tons. 
517 
15,641 

The  wdroed  traffic  in  *nlt  -almost  Entirety  consists  of  salt 
brought  by  this  route  from  Bombay  for  stations  in  the  Deccan 
and  Mysore.  TheOreat  fodtmi  iWmsula  «nd  Southern  Mahratta 
-Railways  have  doubtless  secured  this  traffic.  Local  salt  Mportefl 
to  British  India  Shows  only  a  small  decrease,  -which  rary  partly 
be  accounted  for  by  a  <smnlle*  demand  from  the  Madras- 
Presidency,  and  partly  perhaps  by  the  disturbed  state  of  the 
country,  the  quantity,  as  compared  with  last  year,  being  :  — 


Year. 


Quantity. 


1S9G. 
1885. 


Tons. 

9,818 

llllfr 


Skipping  and 
cavitation. 


Kerosene  oil  in  case?,  which  is  imported  from  Bombay,  and 
chiefly  carried  by  native  crafts,  does  not  yet  appear  to  have 
suffered  much  from  the  competition  of  bulk  oil.  The  ittttto- 
doction  of  the  latter  into  Bombay  is  of  recent  date,  however, 
and  the  trade  has  probably  not  had  time  to  become  fuHyr 
established. 

A  statement  (Annrx  A)  for  Goa  only  of  the  total  imports* 
and  exports  dealt  with  by  the  railway  company  is  attached. 

The  total  value  of  imports  and  exports  dealt  with  by  the- 
Mormugao  custom-house  is  shown  in  Annex  B. 

Two  steamers  direct  from  England  with  part  cargoes  of  pipes- 
far  the  Bangalore  and  Mysore  Waterworks  arrived  here  early  in- 
the  year.  Besides  these,  a  few  coasting  steamers  of  the  British- 
India  Steam  Navigation  Company  and  of  the  Asiatic  Line 
called  in  here  for  cargo  to  supplement  the  Bombay  Steam 
Navigation  Company's  line,  which  ran  steamers  regularly 
throughout  the  year. 

Owing  to  the  notification  of  the  Government  of  India,  dated* 
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November  15,  1895,  to  include  Goa  aud  Damaun  in  the  list  of 
ports  in  respect  of  which  the  payment  of  drawback  upon  the 
re-exportation  of  goods,  the  transhipment  of  goods  liable  to 
customs  duties  on  importation,  and  the  shipment  for  exportation 
of  warehoused  goods  has  been  prohibited,  the  Government  here 
is  most  anxious  to  encourage  direct  shipments,  and  has  offered 
the  following  inducements  with  a  view  to  this  end  : — 

1.  The  reduction  to  10  per  cent,  in  the  cases  of  national 
produce  brought  by  foreign  vessels  and  of  foreign  produce 
brought  by  Portuguese  vessels,  of  the  additional  impost  of  20  per 
cent,  on  import  duties  which  came  into  force  on  July  21, 
1896. 

2.  The  total  exemption  from  the  impost  of  national  produce 
imported  by  Portuguese  vessels. 

3.  A  premium  of  30,000  rs.  to  the  first  firm  who  within 
18  months  from  July  21,  1896,  establishes  a  regular  steamer 
service  under  the  Portuguese  flag  between  any  ports  and  those 
of  Portuguese  India ;  to  be  increased  by  50  per  cent,  if  the 
service  extends  to  other  Portuguese  ports  besides  those  in 
Portuguese  India.  The  service  to  be  continued  for  a  period  of 
seven  years. 

The  trade  of  Portuguese  India  is,  however,  small,  and  so  far 
no  firm  has  come  forward  to  accept  the  terms.  But  arrange- 
ments were  made  whereby  three  steamers  of  the  German 
East  African  Company  called  during  the  year  with  Portuguese 
wines  and  other  stores.  The  importers  of  tinned  provisions  and 
drugs  from  England  and  the  railway  company  were  unable  to 
take  advantage  of  these  arrangements,  and  had  to  pay  duty  in 
Bombay,  the  latter  to  a  considerable  amount  on  its  home  stores 
transhipped  there. 

The  railway   receipts,  from  the  cause  stated  above,  fell  off  Railway. 
by   nearly   2,86,000   rs.   and  were   not   sufficient   to   meet   the 
working  expenses. 

The  number  of  passengers  carried  by  the  railway  was  250,203. 

Dredging  was  carried  on  as  usual,  and  au  average  depth  of  Harbour. 
4  fathoms  maintained  in  the  harbour  and  alongside  the  quay. 
Mormugao  Bock  was  marked  by  a  black  can  buoy,  and  the  end 
of   the   breakwater  rubble   mound   by   a  red   conical   buoy,  in 
accordance  with  the  international  buoyage  system. 

Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  plague  there  has  been  a  large  PoP?,a1tio,\ 
influx  of  Goanese  from  BomBay.  If  the  plague  continues  there"1  induBt 
is  likely  to  be  a  good  deal  of  distress,  as  there  is  no  work  here 
for  the  refugees,  and  the  price  of  rice  is  higher  by  20  to  25  per 
cent,  than  at  this  time  last  year,  the  result  of  a  short  rainfall 
and  an  increased  demand  from  other  parts  of  India  at  the  South 
Malabar  ports,  whence  the  imports  for  this  country  are  also 
obtained. 

The  health  of  the  country  continues  good.  PoWic  health. 

Quarantine  was  early  imposed  on  passengers  from  Bombay, 
and  some  few  cases  of  plague  have  occurred  in  the  lazarets  and 
amongst   people  released,  but   still  under   observation   in    their 
#356) 
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General 
remarks. 


villages.      Goods   from   Bombay   by   steamer 
received  and  dealt  with  without  delay. 

No  public  works  of  any  consequence  have  been  undertaken. 

The  province  of  Satari  and  the  jungle  districts  on  the 
north-east  still  appear  somewhat  disturbed,  and  martial  law  still 
exists  there,  though  it  has  been  revoked  in  the  other  districts. 
An  amnesty  was  granted  on  May  27,  1896,  by  H.R.H.  the  Duke 
of  Oporto  as  Viceroy,  to  the  rebels  and  others  concerned,  but 
it  does  not  seem  to  have  been  accepted  by  all. 

Senhor  Raphael  de  Andrade,  the  Governor-General,  left  on 
March  20,  handing  over  the  Government  to  the  Duke  of  Oporto, 
who  was  appointed  Viceroy  on  April  23.  His  .Royal  Highness, 
with  the  troops  of  the  expedition,  sailed  for  Lisbon  on  May  28, 
after  handing  over  the  Government  to  Senhor  Neves  Ferreira, 
who  had  been  appointed  Governor  -  General  and  Royal 
Commissioner. 

The  Governor  of  Madras,  Sir  Arthur  Havelock,  visited  Goa 
on  October  10,  and  left  the  following  day. 

The  Austrian  cruiser  €i  Panther "  arrived  on  June  9,  and 
remained  in  harbour  until  the  13th  of  month. 

The  I.M.S.  "  Elphinstone,"  on  her  way  to  Bombay,  called  in 
here  on  May  5,  for  coal. 


Annex  A — Statement  showing  the  Total  Imports  and  Exports  to 
and  from  Goa  only,  dealt  with  by  the  Railway  Company. 


i 

Quantity. 

Heading. 

i 

i 

1898.' 

1895. 

lit  Halt 

2nd  Half. 

Total. 

1st  Half. 

2nd  Half. 

TotaL 

Imports     ... 
Export! 

Tons. 
16,6*9 

•i    w 

Tons. 
10,192 
2,884 

Tom. 
26,701 
6,571 

Tom. 
6.940 
18,016 

i       Tom. 
7        8,877 

Annex  B.— Table  showing  Total  Value  of  Goods  (excluding  those 
in  Transit)  Imported  and  Exported  into  and  from  Goa,  dealt 
with  by  the  Mormugao  Custom-house  for  the  Year  1896. 


Heading. 


Dutiable. 


Free. 


By  Sea.     '   By  Land. 


Total. 


By  Sea. 


Imports 
Ezportt 


Bapees. 
4,77,106 


Rupees. 

83,021 

8,646    I         1,688 


Rupees. 
5,10,127    , 
6,884 


Rupeei. 
59,052 
825* 


By  Land. 


Total. 


Rupee*.         Bapeet. 
468  59,520 


►Thtoto 
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Table  shewing  Total  Value  rf  Goods  in  Transit  nob  Dutiabb. 


Imported  from  and (exported  by  sea  to  13rf€i*h  India      .. 
„       rjy  sea  frdm  and  exported  by  ndl  to  British  India 

Total  sjaloe  of  transit  import  and  export 


Talis* 


Rupem. 
15,65,W5 
19,92,3*6 


85,57,011 


Annex  C. — Statement  showing  Principal  Commodities  earned 
ovier  the  W«stof  India  Portuguese  JEaikway,iinclufling  Transit 
Toafic 


Quantity. 

iBsscsspiion. 

1896. 

1st 

J895. 

1st 

2nd 

Total  tor 

2nd 

Total/or 

Half. 

Half. 

*s»X*»r. 

Jlalf. 

■all. 

the  Tear. 

Tons. 

Cons. 

Tons* 

Tons. 

Ions. 

Tons. 

Aninitfto     ...       ...  •   Number 

10 

26 

36 

2 

8 

10 

Baggis*     ~ 

517 

96 

«15 

605 

466 

M>71 

Beer .. 

25 

1 

26 

40 

64 

94 

Bones         w 

... 

•  M 

126 

... 

126 

Ohwa  anil  earthenware 

""  1 

1 

2 

1 

"*"  2 

8 

Obunain  and  lime           

6 

6 

12 

86 

17 

103 

Ooal  and  coke  forpublic 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Ooal  and  coke  for  railway 

16 

6 

20 

87 

"'20 

107 

Oocoanuti 

2,0* 

1,116 

3,178 

3,324 

2,686 

6,010 

Obffee        

5 

8 

8 

2 

4 

6' 

QDtton^raw         

484 

23 

617 

10,371 

6,270 

15|641 

,,       manufartarcd  „ 

265 

116 

380 

330 

192 

322 

„       twist 

369 

16 

376 

1,178 

700 

1*678 

Drugs  and  medicines     ... 

22 

11 

33 

38 

36 

69 

Dyeing  materials  «t       

Elbrous  products 

16 

... 

15 

... 

14 

14 

7 

6 

12 

18 

9 

57 

Fish 

148 

297 

446 

128 

429 

857 

Fruitnmd  mats    „ 

1,229 

243 

1,472 

2,246 

739 

2^85 

Oovenuneni  stores        

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

Orsins-and  false  ... 

12,242 

1,509 

13,751 

11,716 

6,630 

18*846 

Owns  and  resins 

3 

1 

4 

2 

1 

3 

Jagree       ...       

74 

236 

310 

HI 

218 

329 

Kerosene  oil         ...       ...       ... 

3,281 

4,409 

7,690 

3,064 

8,150 

6,214 

Liquor       

93 

17 

110 

20 

24 

44 

Materials  for  other  railways     ... 

313 

12 

325 

94 

313 

407 

Mats  and  cudjans 

12 

21 

33 

21 

6 

27 

Metals,  manufiMtored  and  un- 

manufactured ... 

2,S15 

47 

2,362 

963 

4,889 

5364 

Otis,  vegetable     ...       

356 

311 

666 

223 

287 

610 

Paints  and  colours         

17 

1 

18 

43 

33 

76 

Provisions 

11 

8 

19 

14 

8 

22 

Revenue  stores     .«       

2,770 

679 

3,349 

3,240 

761 

4,001 

Salt 

10,636 

3,531 

14,068 

18,630 

7,861 

26,491 

Seeds,  oleaginous...       — 

2,604 

4 

2,508 

8,945 

8,628 

17,673 

,,      other         ...       

Stains  and  leather... 

334 

144 

478 

532 

*»8?i 

1,853 

21 

28 

44 

15 

19 

84 

Spices 

333 

78 

411 

19 

249 

268 

Sugar        ...       

193 

179 

372 

483 

457 

940 

tS  ...       

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

TBes „ 

497 

861 

848 

439 

219 

658 

Tobacco      

164 

166 

309 

172 

151 

823 

Timber  and  wood 

649 

178 

827 

861 

333 

1,184 

Vegetables...        .-        

13 

13 

26 

18 

12 

80 

Wine          ...        .~        

2 

4 

6 

2 

4 

6 

Woollen  piece  goods       

Wool          

24 

1 

26 

21 

22 

22 
22 

All  other  articles  of  merchandise 

l",062 

•238 

l',292 

I'.'ill 

984 

2,295 
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Annex  E. — Eetuen  of  all  Ocean-going  Vessels  that  have  Entered 
the  Port  of  Mornmgao  during  the  Year  1 896. 


Steam. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

British          

Portogaese • 

German         

Austrian        ••        .♦        •• 

Total         .. 

3 
2 
3 
1* 

3,719 
4,782 
£,367 
1,600 

77 
271 
158 
192 

8 

18,468 

698 

#  Cruiser. 
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No. 
1784. 
1786. 
1786. 
1787. 
1788. 
1789. 
1790. 
1791. 
1792. 
1793 
1794. 
1795. 
179*. 
1797. 
1798. 
1799. 
1800. 
1801. 
1802. 
1808. 
1804. 
1805. 
1806. 
1807. 
1808. 
1809. 
1810. 
1811. 
1812. 
1818. 
1814. 
1815. 
1816. 
1817. 
1818. 
1819. 
1820. 
1821. 
1822. 
1823. 
18*4. 
1825. 
1826. 
1827. 
182S. 
1829. 
1830. 
1831. 
1832. 
1833. 
1884. 
1835. 
1886. 
1837 
18S8. 
1889. 
1840. 
1841. 
1842. 
J843. 


Price 

Smyrna   ..    •<    ..  id. 

Baghdad Id. 

Hiogo  and  Osaka  ••         ••  4|d. 

Bangkok .  Id. 

Odessa         •  2d. 

Naples         2d. 

Beyrout       ••         ••         . .  Id. 

Tunis           lid. 

Kiukiang     ..          ,.         .,  8d. 

Bangkok Id. 

Rio  Urande  do  Sal.  •         .  •  Id. 

Valparaiso  ..         ..         ••  4d. 

Brindisi 2*d. 

Busbire       2d. 

Christiania  . •         ••         ..  5|d. 

Cadiz           2d. 

Mexhed        2id. 

St  Petersburg        ..         ..  4id 

Batoam Id. 

Peking        3d. 

Samos         ..         ..         ..  id. 

Dautzig       . .         ••         ••  2d. 

Antwerp      . .         . .         ••  lid. 

Ajaccio        ••         ••         ••  l^d 


Stettin 

Aleppo 

Tangier 

Tokia 

Madeira 


Odessa 
Gbilan 
Old  Calabar 
Tamaui       ., 
Copenhagen 
^alonica      ., 
HoawAuJ.    .. 
Baenos  Ayres 
Bam. 
Bolivia 
Washington 
Berlin 


3d. 

Id. 
2.]d. 
3id. 

id. 


Vera  Cruz Id. 

Oporto        ..         . .         ..Id. 

ITambur?    ..         ..         ••   lid. 

New  Orleans  ..         ..   ljd. 

Bengazi       ..         ..         ••     id. 

Marraagao  . .         ..         . .     id. 

Gothenburg 2d. 

Dar-al-Baida  ..         ..3d. 

Kizeroum    ..         ••  ..     jd. 

Munich 2id. 

Samoa         ..         ••         ••     id. 

Cbinkiang Id. 

Jeddah        Id. 

Sofia  l|d. 

Mexico        ..         ..         ..2d. 

Tencriffe 3id. 

Batoum       ••         ..         ••     Id. 

Cadiz  Id. 

Martinique..         ••         .  •     Id. 


Id. 

Id. 
6id. 

Id. 

W. 
lid. 

id. 

2A 

14. 

2dr 

3d. 

2d. 


No. 

844. 

845. 

816. 

847. 

848. 

849. 

850. 

851. 

$52. 

853. 

*54. 

855. 

?5«. 

857. 

858. 

859. 

860. 

861. 

862. 

863. 

864. 

865. 

866. 

867. 

868 

869. 

870. 

871. 

872. 

873. 

874. 

875. 

876. 

b77. 

878. 

879. 

880. 

881. 

882. 

883. 

884. 

885. 

886. 

887. 

888. 

889. 

890. 

891. 

892. 

89a 

894. 
L896. 

896u 

£07. 
189a 
Kt* 

901." 
902. 
903; 


Price. 

Uganda Id. 

Belgrade li<L 

Dakar         id 

Florence lid. 

Copenhagen  ••         ..2d. 

Havre         2d. 

Serejeve     ..         ..         ..  Id. 

Madrid       2d. 

La  Rochelle           * .         .  •  1  id. 

Chicago       ..         ••         ..  4d. 

Berlin         ..         ...     . .  Id. 

Cherbourg 2id. 

Bcira           Id. 

Charleston «  2id. 

*caigon        ..         ..         ••  id. 

Suakin        Id. 

Rouen        2d. 

Patras         lid. 

Barcelona 2d. 

Amoy          2id 

Trebizond Id. 

Lisbon        ••         ..         ..  2tf- 

Callao         2d 

Pernambooo          ..         ..  5d 

Naples        lid. 

New  Orleans         . .         . .  2i<L 

Vera  Cruz 2id. 

Madeira Id. 

Jerusalem Id. 

Ninirpo Id. 

Rio  de  Janeiro       ..         ..  2  id. 

Trieste        Id. 

Curacoa Id 

Goa Id. 

Cagliari Id. 

Guayaquil Id. 

Havana lid. 

Reykjavik  (Iceland)          ••  Id. 

Milan         lid. 

Baltimore   ..         ..         . .  Id 

Cettinj6 id. 

Bilbao        2  d. 

Florence lid. 

Brest          lid. 

Marseilles lid. 

Wuhu          Id. 

Chink iang  ..         ..         ,.  Id. 

Malaga       ••        ••         ..  Id. 
Antwerp     ..         ..         ..id 

Amsterdam* Id 

Galveston-  ..         ..         ••  2d. 


Pirsene 

Stettin 


CaJafc- 
rfonotonr 

Riga 
Tripoli 


2id 
2M. 
lid. 
2id 

Id 

Id. 

2d. 

Id. 


Batoum      ••        ..         ..     2d. 
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No.  1004. 

Befetemse  to  previous  Beport,  Annual  Series  No.  1153. 


POBTUGAL. 

LORENZO  MARQUE& 

Cemul  Casement  to  the  Marques*  of  Salieiewfr 

(Beceired  at  Foreign  Office,  April  29, 1897.), 

My,,  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  the  Annual  Rtoport 
on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Lorenzo  Marques  for  1890. 

I  regret  that  delay  should  have  occurred  in  compiling  this 
Report,  but  the  statistics  upon  which  much  of  it  is  based  only 
reached  my  hands- recently. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        ROGER  CASEMENT. 


Beport  on  the  Tirade  and  Commerce  of  Lorenzo  Morgues  for  the 

Year  1896. 
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2  PORTUGAL. 

Introductory.        Lorenzo  Marques  statistics  for  the  year  1896  show  a  very 
considerable  extension  of  the  trade  dealings  of  the  port. 

The  improvement  has  been  chiefly  due  to  the  better  working- 
of  the  railway  during  the  last  six  months  of  the  year,  and  to 
what  may  be  truly  said  to  have  been  a  general  upward  tendency 
in  all  mercantile  matters  during  that  period. 

Lorenzo  Marques  trade,  however,  remains  entirely  an  import 
one ;  and  of  that  import  trade  it  may  still  be  said  all,  or  almost 
all,  is  a  transit  trade  to  the  Transvaal. 

Exports  (8,925/.)  with  re-exports  (8,624/.)  show  an  even  smaller 
value  than  in  1895. 

A  much  needed  change  in  the  landing  arrangements  remains 
to  be  effected,  and  to  provide  this  promises  to  be  a  work,  if  of 
undoubted  value,  of  some  magnitude  and  considerable  cost. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the  work  of  waterside 
reclamation  near  the  custom-house  gave  additional  accommodation 
for  the  sorting  of  goods  at  once  on  their  being  landed ;  and  a 
quickened  railway  dispatch  has,  no  doubt,  been  thereby  secured. 

The  railway  itself  has  been  well  and  energetically  worked,  and 
promises  with  enlarged  sidings  and  other  improvements  now  being 
carried  out  to  soon  render  a  still  better  account  of  itself,  provided 
always  the  landing  arrangements  and  quay  accommodation, 
matters  vital  to  the  future  of  the  port  as  a  whole,  receive  from 
the  authorities  that  attention  their  importance  demands. 

Annex  A  is  a  summary  of  the  total  values  of  imports  and 
exports  and  customs  duties  during  the  year ;  a  translation  of  the 
table  as  given  in  the  Boletin  Official  de  Mozambique. 

The  corresponding  tables  for  1895  showed  a  total  duty  of 
78,018/.  (351,088,479  reis),  and  a  total  trade  value  of  999,130/. 
(4,495,770,113  reis). 

It  will  be  noted  from  a  comparison  with  last  year's  report 
that  Portuguese  trade  with  her  chief  East  African,  or  it  might 
more  truly  be  said  with  her  sole  South  African,  possession  shows 
a  substantial  gain  over  the  previous  year,  when  the  total  value 
of  Portuguese  imports  appeared  at  42,428/.,  with  a  duty  of  only 
1,919/1 

Annex  6  contains  a  return  of  the  value  and  showing  the 
nature  of  all  imports  into  the  Transvaal  via  Delagoa  Bay  during 
the  years  1895  and  1896,  compiled  from  the  customs  returns  of 
that  country. 

In  the  absence  of  statistics  to  enable  a  return  of  the  countries 
of  origin  of  these  imports  to  be  arrived  at,  the  proportion  of 
British  to  foreign  goods  entering  this  market  can  only  be  vaguely, 
estimated,  if  indeed  it  can  by  this  route  be  gauged  at  all  \ 

Where,  however,  Portuguese  and  Transvaal  statistics  fail  to 
afford  a  clue  to  the  origin  of  their  imports,  the  customs  tables 
of  Cape  Colony  are  open  to  inspection;  and  in  Annex  C  a 
tabulated  return  of  the  value  of  imports  of  that  Coloi  y  (including 
imports  in  transit  to  the  Transvaal)  from  the  chief  importing 
countries  during  1896  is  given. 

This  return  copied  from  the  "Cape  Gazette" — save  the  per- 
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ventages  of  increase  or  decrease  which  have  been  added — may 
be  held  to  offer  some  indication  of  the  relative  proportions  of  the 
-different  mercantile  competitors  vi&  Delagoa  Bay;  although  it 
must  be  prominently  borne  in  mind  that  at  Lorenzo  Marques, 
German  and  Scandinavian  shipping  are  more  numerously 
represented  than  in  the  Cape  ports,  while  during  the  concluding 
months  of  1896,  two  French  lines  of  steamers  have  entered  upon 
the  race,  and  promise  to  make  Delagoa  Bay  one  of  their  most 
important  ports  of  call. 

Annex  D  is  a  return  of  the  British  shipping  which  entered 
the  port  during  the  year. 

Portuguese  currency  has  been  converted  into  sterling  at  the 
official  rate  of  4,500  reis  to  the  1/. 

The  average  rate  of  exchange,  however,  has  varied  throughout 
1896  from  5,600  to  5,740  reis,  with  a  tendency  to  rise  still  higher 
towards  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  trade  of  Lorenzo  Marques  being,  as  has  been  stated,  almost  imports, 
entirely  an  import  transit  trade  to  the  Transvafcl,  the  import  returns 
of  that  country  throw  much  light  on  the  trade  of  this  port. 

The  total  imports  into  the  Transvaal  during  1896  amounted 
to  14,088,130/.,  against  9,816,304/.  for  1895,  being  an  increase  of 
43  J  per  cent. 

In  the  former  total  are  included  812,170/.,  value  of  Govern- 
ment goods  imported ;  631,939/.,  the  value  of  railway  material ; 
and  101,010/.,  that  of  money  or  mint  material ;  leaving  a  total  of 
general  merchandise  for  1896,  valued  at  12,543,011/. 

A  similar  analysis  of  the  figures  for  1895  give  the  following 
results,  viz. : — 


Government  goods . . 
Bail  way  material  . . 
Mint  (gold  and  silver) 


Value. 


£ 

371,766 

284,074 

13,780 


leaving  to  general  trade  a  total  of  9,146,684/.  in  1895. 

The  grand  total  of  1895  imports  was  supplied  from  the  follow- 
ing sources,  viz. : — 


Via  Oape  Colony 

„  Natal    .. 

„  Delagoa  Bay 
Orange  Free  State 


Value. 


£ 

6,908,146 

982,896 

999,131 

926,631 


For  1896  the  total  of  14,088,130/.  is  arrived  at  by  the  following 
distribution  among  the  competing  suppliers : — 
(2372) 
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„  Jbtal  •• 
Orange  Tree  State 


t,00U»S 
944,995 


It  is  seen,  therefore,  that  while  trade  via  Cape  Colony  with  the 
Transvaal  has  increased  only  16  per  cent.,  that  by  Natal  shows 
a  gain  of  205  per  cent.,  and  by  Delagoa  Bay,  of  113  per  cent 
The  dealings  of  the  Orange  Free  State  with  the  Transvaal  being 
almost  solely  in  cattle,  corn,  mealies,  and  farm  produce  may  be 
excluded  from  any  general  trade  comparisons. 

If  the  Natal  and  Delagoa  Bay  returns  for  the  two  years  under 
consideration  are  more  closely  inspected,  the  gain  of  Natal  in  the 
general  trade  of  the  past  year  becomes  still  more  striking. 

In  1896,  of  the  total  of  Transvaal  imports  vi&  Natal,  Govern- 
ment goods  and  railway  material  gave  77,882/.,  leaving  a  total  of 
general  commerce  of  904,514/. 

By  Lorenzo  Marques  during  the  same  year  the  Transvaal 
Government  imported  goods  to  the  value  of  20,252/.,  and  the 
Railway  Company  to  the  value  of  206,331/.,  leaving  to  general 
commerce  a  total  of  772,548/. 

Turning  to  1896  it  would  appear  that  while  the  Transvaal 
Government  and  Railway  imported  between  them  goods  to  the 
value  of  only  70,352/.  via  Natal,  they  used  Delagoa  Bay  for  this 
purpose  to  the  amount  of  684,352/.,  viz. :— - 


' 

Value. 

fe**nmantgoodf.. 

feettway  material 

£ 

91,896 

892,456 

Total       

flftA85ft 

leaving. the^eoeral  oommereial  imports  of  the  two  ports  for  1896 

as  follows : — 


tfatol 


Value. 


£ 

2t9N*91 
1,441,191 


Viewed  thua,  Natal  shows  a  gain  in  its  general  commercial 
movement  with  the  people  of  the  Transvaal  during  1896  of 
223, per  ceat  ower  l£ft6,  while  Lorenzo  Marques  far  the  same 
period  can  only  point  to  coe  of  86  per  oent 
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Of  the  812,170/1  worth  of  Government  goods  entering  the 
Transvaal  through  all  her  inlets  last  year,  629,842/.  is  given  aa 
the  value  of  dynamite,  and  121,396/.  as  that  of  arms  and 
ammunition. 

Turning  to  Annex  C.  Machinery,  distilled  liquors  and  wines, 
timber,  cotton  goods,  ready-made  clothes,  haberdashery,  leather- 
ware,  groceries  and  provisions,  iron  and  metalware,  meal  and  corn 
(all  sorts),  and  oils  and  paints  give  during  1895  the  largest  totals 
of  importe  wik  Delagoa  Bay. 

For  1896  we  find  these  articles,  with  the  exception  of  machinery 
and  cotton  goods,  in  which  there  was  a  falling-off,  were  still  more 
largely  imported  by  this  route,  with  the  addition  of  the  following 
articles  which  may  be  grouped  among  the  larger  imports  for  1896, 
viz.,  chemicals,  ammunition,  beer,  butter  (tinaed),  candles,  furniture, 
sugar,  fish  (tinned  and  dried),  woollens,  sacks,  and  soap. 

The  largest  increase  appears  to  have  been  in  chemicals  which,  Chemical*, 
valued  at  8,027/.  in  1895,  in  1896  had  risen  to  103,474/.  by  the 
Delagoa  route,  out  of  a  total  of  254,024/.    imported  by  the 
Transvaal  from  all  sources. 

Cyanide  of  potassium  gave  nearly  91,000/.  out  of  the  Delagoa 
Hay  total. 

Ammunition  (not  Government)  is  shown  at  42,844/.,  of  which  Ammunition 
22,387/.  appears  to  have  entered  vi&  Lorenzo  Marques  in  1896 
against  7,113/.  in   1895.     Of  the  91,896i  worth  of  Govermment 
goods  imported  by  Delagoa  Bay  in  1896,  77,610/.  is  stated  as  the 
value  of  weapons  and  ammunition. 

English  cement,  at  one  time  a  promising  article  of  import  to  Cement.\ 
the  Transvaal,  has  of  late  years  been  almost  entirely  superseded, 
at  this  port,  it  is  said,  by  German  cement  This  is  partly 
attributed  to  the  fact  that  the  latter  is  packed  in  iron  drums,, 
which  withstand  the  rough  handling  and  exposure  often  injurious 
to  the  contents  of  the  frailer  barrels  in  which  English  cement 
continues  to  be  exported. 

Cement,  however,  is  likely  to  form  in  the  future  an  ever 
diminishing  article  of  import  into  Transvaal,  since  a  factory 
enjoying  Government  support  and  a  protective  tariff  has  now 
been  established  in  that  country. 

Portland  cement  might  still  recover  the  market  were  it  not 
for  this  native  product  and  the  high  charges  levied  in  its  interest 
by  taxation,  and  an  almost  prohibitive  railway  charge. 

Upon  300  casks  of  Portland  cement  shipped  to  a  Band  mine 
via  East  London,  in  September,  1896,  the  followiog  were  the^ 
charges : — 
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Prime  cost  of  cement  in  England 
Sea  freight 
Colonial  charges     •  • 

Railage        

Duty  (East  London  and  transit)  •  • 
Special  duty  (Transvaal)  ..  •• 
Marine  insurance  ..  ••         •• 

Buyer's  commission  •  •         . . 

Total    .. 


Amount. 


£ 

t. 

d. 

82 

0  11 

S3 

3 

2 

13 

9 

8 

385 

0 

0 

7 

7 

8 

180 

0 

0 

0  12 

9 

2 

9 

2 

764    3    4 


The  cost  of  the  cement  was  thus  swollen  on  its  journey  from 
England  to  Johannesburg  from  5*.  6d.  per  cask  to  21.  10s.  3d. 
Machinery.  Machinery,  by  far  the  largest  item  in  the  Transvaal  import 

list,  reached  the  enormous  total  of  2,204,288/.  in  189o,  of  which 
168,287/.  only  entered  via  Delagoa  Bay.  The  falling-off  from 
1895  shown  in  the  latter  amount  was  probably  due  to  the  fear 
of  delay  at  Lorenzo  Marques  entertained  by  mine  managers 
*  anxious  for  the  speedy  arrival  of  their  machinery. 
•Foodstuffs.  Meal  and  corn  of  all  sorts  was  imported  into  the  Transvaal  to 

the  very  large  value  of  1,084,115/.  in  1896,  of  which  the  imports 
vi&  Lorenzo  Marques  gave  144,779/.  against  17,822/.  in  1895. 

This  increase  in  the  importation  of  food  stuffs,  which  it 
might  be  thought  the  Transvaal  itself  was  eminently  capable  of 
producing,  tfas,  no  doubt,  due  to  the  famine  caused  by  drought 
and  locusts. 

Apart,  however,  from  scarcity  due  to  such  causes  there  can 
be  little  doubt  that  in  all  this  part  of  South-Eastern  Africa 
an  insufficient  attention  is  paid  to  the  soil  or  its  capabilities  of 
production. 

The  gold  fever  would  seem  to  drain  the  earth,  not  only  of  its 
precious  metals,  but  of  much  of  that  necessary  labour  upon  its 
surface  which  yields  returns  more  vital  to  mankind  than  any  to 
be  gained  from  exploiting  its  depths. 

How  sincere  is  this  disregard  of  agriculture  around  Lorenzo 
Marques  may  be  gathered  from  the  fact  that,  while  35,900/1  worth 
of  vegetables  (tinned  and  fresh)  were  imported  into  the  Transvaal 
during  1896,  Delagoa  Bay  sent  as  her  contribution  257/.  worth 
of  fresh  vegetables  as  against  1,237/.  from  Natal  and  2,928/. 
from  Cape  Colony. 

In  fruit  and  "  hard  vegetables,"  such  as  potatoes,  carrots,  <£c, 
she  appears  to  have  dealt  to  the  extent  of  104i,  while  Cape 
Colony  exported  23,446/.,  and  Natal  13,224/.  worth  to  the 
Transvaal. 

It  is  highly  probable  that  even  these  figures  over  represent  the 
value  of  actual  Delagoa  produce,  and  that  a  part  of  the  fruit  and 
vegetable  export  from  here  was  not  grown  locally,  but  merely 
passed  through  the  port. 

Although  the  Transvaal  took  eggs  valued  at  39,969/.  from  all 
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her  suppliers,  yet  only  6/.  worth  went  from  or  through  Delagoa 
Bay ;  while  fish,  which  might  he  thought  a  speciality  of  the  finest 
bay  in  all  South  Africa,  yet  of  81,061/.  worth  eaten  in  the  Trans- 
vaal in  1896,  7,603/.  appears  to  have  been  the  value  of  fresh 
fish,  to  which  total  Delagoa  Bay  contributed  only  14/.  worth. 

From  these  figures  it  would  appear  that  the  labours  of  her 
population  are  confined  to  unloading  and  forwarding  goods  made 
by  others,  to  be  consumed  by  others ;  and  that,  for  the  present, 
at  any  rate,  Lorenzo  Marques  can  count  upon  no  more  solid 
future  than  that  of  sitting  at  the  receipt  of  custom  and  taking 
toll  from  all  that  passes  through  her  gates  on  its  way  to  the 
Transvaal. 

This,  however,  she  may  find  a  highly  remunerative  task  for 
many  years  to  come,  if  sufficient  attention  is  paid  to  the  manner 
and  methods  of  handling  those  goods,  and  the  increased  facilities 
she  may  offer  them  of  speedier  transit  over  her  territories. 

The  reproach  against  South  African  neglect  of  the  soil  may  Butter, 
with  some  justice  be  brought  against  ourselves. 

Butter  to  the  value  of  122,245/.  entered  the  Transvaal  last 
year,  of  which  18,670/.  worth  went  in  vist  Delagoa  Bay ;  and  of 
this  latter  (entirely  tinned  butter)  it  is  certain  neither  Ireland 
nor  England  contributed  anything,  unless  perhaps  the  labels. 
Denmark,  no  doubt,  here  went  hand  in  hand  with  her  northern 
neighbours. 

There  seems  no  reason  why  the  green  pastures  of  Munster 
and  Leinster  should  not  compete  in  this  branch  of  industry, 
and  were  it  found  practicable  to  preserve  and  export  butter  in 
earthenware  receptacles  instead  of  in  tins,  I  have  little  doubt 
that  in  such  form  it  would  readily  find  favour  above  its  tinned 
competitor. 

In  warm  countries  the  tin  is  certainly  an  objection,  and  a 
larger  sale  of  preserved  food  might  be  effected  abroad,  if  something 
equally  protective  and  light,  but  less  likely  to  contaminate  the 
contents  could  be  substituted  for  tin. 

Paper  turned  to  so  many  novel  uses  might  here  possibly  take 
the  place  of  metal  in  lightness  and  durability,  and  of  crockeryware 
in  uncontaminating  surface. 

How  considerable  a  trade  is  done  in  such  things  even  with  Preserved 
so  small  a  customer  as  the  Transvaal  may  be  gathered  from  the  provisions, 
following  list  of  the  principal  articles  of  preserved  food  imported 
into  that  country  during  the  past  year : — 
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Articles. 

Value. 

Jams           ..         

Cheese         

Coffee          

Preserved      provisions,    not     otherwise 

•peoifted*  including  tinsel  aullr,  homy, 

lime  juice,  &c.    ..         .. 
Sweets         .  •         •  • 

Batter         

Chicory 

Cakes  and  biscuits .. 

Sugar          .. 

Tea 

Pork 

Meat  (in  tins)        

£ 

96,888 

27,808 

122,135 

263,300 
37,233 

122,245 
10,422 
22,002 

161,301 
56,893 
51,0*8 
52,985 

Total 

954,109 

Alcohol, 
wines,  and 
beers. 


Cottons  and 
woollens. 


Haber- 
dashery. 


Ready-made 
clothing. 


Sugar  to  a  large  extent  comes  from  Natal,  but  the  finer  quali- 
ties of  table  sugar  are  generally  represented  by  beet  products 
from  the  Continent  instead  of  by  cane  sugar. 

The  Transvaal  imported  beer  to  the  value  of  53,918£,  although 
beer  of  local  brewing  is  Largely  drunk  ;  spirits  388,374/.,  although 
these,  again,  are  distilled  in  large  quantities  near  Pretoria ;  and  wine 
179,738/.,  or  a  total  liquor  bill  paid  out  of  the  country  of 
622,030/. 

The  beer  is  probably  chiefly  German  lager  beer,  although 
similar  brands  of  English  light  beer  are  finding  their  way  on 
to  the  market  and  might  be  pushed. 

Of  the  spirits  imported,  233,756/.  worth  came  from  "over 
sea,"  and  154,618/.  worth  appear  to  have  been  the  product  of 
South  Africa,  coming  to  a  great  extent  from  the  Portuguese 
territories. 

Of  wines,  50,856/.  are  said  to  have  been  spent  on  champagne, 
while  South  African  wines  figure  at  62,437/. 

The  total  value  of  cotton  goods  is  stated  at  271,588/.,  and  of 
woollen  cloth  at  211,879/.  Of  this  latter  rugs  and  blankets  amount 
to  106,874/. 

Cheap  cotton  rugs,  often  used  by  natives,  come  from  Belgium 
and  France,  where  they  are  said  to  be  made  more  cheaply  than  in 
England,  but  England  supplies  most  of  the  woollen  stuffs. 

Of  kindred  wares,  haberdashery  and  merceries  amounted  to 
393,164/,  although  under  this  heading  figure  clocks  and  watches 
(not  gold  or  silver)  for  10,868/. ;  gold  and  silver  plated  goods,, 
17,360/. ;  and  lucifers  (matches),  13,052/. 

Ready-made  clothing  reached  the  enormous  sum  of  1,294,701/.; 
and  here,  again,  it  is  said  German  and  Belgian  goods  are  com- 
peting with  those  of  English  make. 

England  still  holds  the  market  for  clothing  of  better  material 
and  quality — the  Continent  for  inferior  kinds. 

Cheap   cloth   materials   are  even  bought,  it  is   asserted,  in 
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England,  shipped  to  Hamburg,  and  there  converted  by  a  troop 
of  tailors  into  ready-made  clothing,  and  so  exported  to  Africa 
and  elsewhere. 

The  natives  are  considerable  purchasers  of  the  cheaper  kinds 
of  ready-made  clothes;  and  many  a  sturdy  Zulu  who,  on  the 
long  grass  hill-sides  of  his  own  land  felt  amply  clothed  in  naught 
beyond  the  sunshine  and  shadow  of  a  summer's  day,  will,  in 
the  streets  of  Johannesburg,  consider  even  knickerbockers  inde- 
cent, and  that  due  regard  can  only  be  paid  to  his  "  Sunday-off  " 
by  donning  on  that  happy  day  shirting,  abundant  collars,  and 
fancy  trousering. 

To  the  British  manufacturer  this  trait  in  the  native's  character 
is  one  worthy  of  studious  cultivation;  for  until  higher  wants 
can  be  called  into  being,  it  is  better  for  the  native,  as  for  the 
clothing  establishment,  that  his  spare  cash  should  be  distributed 
in  jackets  and  trousers  rather  than  in  gin  and  rum. 

Hats  (to  the  value  of  62,265/.  last  year)  may  be  included  in  Hate, 
the  category  of  goocb  a  native  readily  buys. 

The  total  value  of  linen  goods  imported  into  the  Transvaal  Linen  goods, 
appears  to  have  been  only  36,245/.,  due  in  some  measure  to  the 
fact  that  among  the  higher  wants  not  yet  excited  in  the  native 
mind  must  be  reckoned  a  knowledge  of  cambric  and  lje  uses. 

Leather    goods    reached    the    total    of   476,203£,  of    which  Leather***, 
boots  and  shoes  gave  342,042/.,  and  saddlery,  &c,  88,892/.,  the 
remainder  being  composed  of  plain  leather,  and  of  leather  goods 
not  specified. 

As  if  to  emphasise  the  force  of  the  remarks  already  made  Agricultural 
upon  the  neglect  of  agriculture,  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  ^ emcnt8# 
notice  here  that  while  such  large  sums  can  be  spent  by  the 
native  labourer  at  the  mines  upon  clothing  and  South  African 
rum,  and  while  mealies  and  Kaffir  com,  the  chief  articles  of  his 
diet,  were  imported  from  abroad  in  1896  to  the  value  of  512,987/., 
a  sum  of  only  1,529/.  was  expended  last  year  by  the  entire 
Transvaal  upon  such  necessary  native  agricultural  implements  as 
Kaffir  picks  and  shovels. 

It  is  true  that  in  Swaziland,  where  the  native  owns  the  soil  he  ironware, 
cultivates,  ploughs  are  now  often  used  on  native  farms.  These 
come  chiefly  from  America,  and  must  in  the  customs  returns 
be  included  under  the  head  of  ironware,  which,  during  the 
past  year,  swelled  Transvaal  imports  by  the  large  sum  of  946,274/., 
made  up  as  follows : — 


Article?. 

Value. 

Iron  wire  and  poles          . .         • .         . . 
Galvanised  and  corrugated  iron  •  • 

36,833 

237,314 

Iron  plates  (not  corrugated)        . .         . . 

4,668 

„    tools  for  trade  and  domestic  use    •  • 

1*6,716 

„    tubes  or  pipes           . .         . .         .  • 

115,678 

Bars,  pig-iron,  and  hoops 

Iron  ware  (not  specified) 

48,036 

328,180 
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Cutlery. 


Furniture. 


Lnmps. 


Timber. 


<<  J  lass  ware. 


Cutlery  amounted  to  26,241/.  In  this  department  no  doubt 
Sheffield  holds  an  easy  lead,  although  in  the  cheaper  articles, 
such  as  cheap  knives  and  goods  of  lighter  make,  bought  chiefly 
by  the  natives,  Solingen  would  seem  to  meet  the  demand. 

Furniture  and  house  fittings  figure  for  343,464/.,  and  with 
the  continued  rapid  extension  of  house  building  around  Johannes- 
burg, this  must  in  the  future  largely  increase. 

Austrian-made  bent  wood  chairs  and  couches,  of  light, 
durable,  and  graceful  make,  are  largely  imported,  and  the  United 
States  of  America  is  believed  to  be  entering  into  vigorous  com- 
petition in  many  articles  of  woodwork,  such  as  office  desks, 
tables,  &c. 

Folding  furniture,  an  article  of  British  make,  if  it  combines 
scrength  with  portability,  and  if  well-directed  efforts  to  push  it 
are  made,  should  become  popular  in  many  up-cottntry  markets, 
where  freight  and  difficulties  of  transport  render  bulk  an  object 
of  consideration. 

German  imports  to  the  Transvaal  go  over  the  railways  by 
weight  and  not  by  measurement,  equally  on  the  local  as  on 
German  lines. 

They  have  an  advantage  over  British  goods  in  that  they  are 
delivered  from  the  factory  doors  in  the  interior  of  Germany  to 
the  customer  in  the  Transvaal  upon  a  prefixed  through  tariff, 
covering  all  transport  charges  upon  the  whole  journey.  Under 
this  system,  the  selling  prices  of  German  goods  abroad  can  be 
readily  obtained  and  grasped  by  both  producer  and  consumer. 

It  is  probable  that  lamps  (for  kerosene  oil)  are  included  uuder 
the  heading  of  furniture. 

Here,  too,  Germany  and  the  United  States  seem  to  have 
adapted  their  goods  to  their  customers  more  readily  than  the 
British  producer.  At  any  rate  many  of  the  lamps  employed  in 
this  part  of  the  world  come  from  the  former  country.  They  are 
made  of  apparently  cheaper  material,  with  lighter  framework, 
and  with  burners,  it  is  said,  of  stronger  make  than  our  own  lampr., 
but  none  the  less  are  of  attractive  appearance,  give  a  good  light 
and  can,  it  is  probable,  be  sold  by  the  dealer  at  a  larger  profit 
than  English-made  lamps.  Quite  recently  a  local  restaurant, 
formerly  lit  by  wall  lamps  of  British  make,  has  replaced  these,  to 
the  satisfaction  it  must  be  owned  of  all  its  frequenters,  with 
shapely  and  brilliant  hanging  lamps  of  German  origin. 

Manufactured  timber  amounted  to  the  large  sum  of  328,947/., 
whilst  unmanufactured  timber  reached  271,868/.,  of  which  much 
came  from  Oregon,  in  the  United  States. 

Puget  Sound  pine  is  said  to  possess  certain  qualities  that  the 
neighbouring  pine  woods  of  British  Columbia  do  not  offer, 
rendering  it  more  serviceable  for  mining  purposes.  Baltic  pine  is 
also  largely  used. 

Glassware  reached  a  sum  of  71,502/.,  of  which  10,442/.  entered 
vift  Delagoa  Bay. 

Of  this  item  23,702/.  appears  as  the  assessed  value  of  empty 
bottles  imported,  a  by  no  means  empty  tribute  to  the  importance 
of  the  Transvaal  liquor  trade. 
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Sacks,  to  the  value  of  69,734/.,  were  imported  during  the  year,  Sicks. 
of  which  over  30,000£  worth  are  stated  to  have  come  direct  from 
other  than  European  countries.    Probably  much  of  this  sacking 
comes  from  India  under  the  title  of  gunny  bags. 

Of  the  Delagoa  Bay  contribution  to  the  above  total,  namely, 
11,675/.,  if  is  stated  that  only  1,885/.  worth  of  sacks  were 
imported  direct  from  Europe,  while  7,345/.  is  stated  as  having 
been  the  value  of  those  from  other  countries. 

Despite  her  actively- worked  collieries,  the  Transvaal  imported  Coa1- 
during  1896  12,694/.   worth  of  coal,  of  which  the  Orange  Free 
State  contributed  9,918/.,  and  Lorenzo  Marques  1,085/. 

11,540  tons  of  coal  appear  to  have  been  imported  to  Lorenzo 
Marques  during  the  year  in  British  vessels,  of  which  1,516  tons 
were  declared  as  Natal  coal,  and  10,024  tons  as  English  coal, 
while  foreign  vessels,  no  doubt,  brought  further  quantities. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  conclude  the  foregoing  remarks  Imports  to 
upon  the  trade  of  the  Transvaal  by  drawing   attention  to  the    ftpe   oon^ 
tabulated  statement  in  Annex  D,.  showing  the  gains  and  losses  of 
the  chief  countries  importing  their  wares  to  Cape  Colony  during 
the  last  three  years. 

These  figures  are  not  without  some  instruction  for  those  who 
study  the  needs  of  the  Transvaal  and  how  to  meet  them  througli 
Delagoa  Bay,  since  much  of  the  following  list  must  of  necessity 
have  formed  part  of  the  8,017,229/.  worth  of  foreign  goods  the 
Transvaal  took  during  1896  through  the  medium  of  Cape  Colony. 

Imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  show  an  increasing  per- 
centage, and  her  total  still  remains  immeasurably  superior  to  that 
of  all  other  competitors. 

That  this  total,  however,  represents  solely  the  bon&  fide  products 
of  her  own  manufacture — however  much  it  may  exemplify  her 
industry  in  commercial  dealings — is  denied,  and  not  without 
some  reason. 

In  recent  reports  the  French  Consuls  at  Durban  and  at  Cape 
Town  have  pointed  out  how  much  coming  from  the  United  King- 
dom, although  palpably  of  foreign  make,  is  entered  in  the  colonial 
customs  declarations  as  being  of  British  origin,  for  the  simple 
reason  that  it  has  been  shipped  from  England. 

Instances  were  given,  and  it  has  come  under  local  observation, 
that  champagne  often  appears  in  Portuguese  customs  statements 
as  a  product  of  England.  This  result  is  due  to  faulty  declarations 
of  origin,  so  that  the  customs  officials  at  this  end  can  do  nothing 
but  continue  a  system  of  misleading  statistics. 

Following  the  United  Kingdom  come  the  United  States  with 
the  very  respectable  total  of  1,739,053/.,  of  which  the  most 
remarkable  increase  lies  in  the  imports  from  the  Pacifiic  Coast, 
which,  for  1896,  showed  a  gain  over  the  previous  year  of  4,767 
per  cent.,  jumping  from  5,586/.  in  1895  to  271,867/. 

Treading  close  upon  the  United  States  come  German  imports, 
valued  in  1896  at  1,102,088/. 

Bearing  in  mind  that  in  1893  German  imports  to  Cape  Colony 
amounted  to  only  244,576/.  This  increase  speaks  much  for  the 
enterprise  of  that  country. 
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Next  follow  British  Possessions,  of  which  Mauritius  (323,554/.), 
Bengal  (196,301/.),  and  Natal  (122,916/.)  contribute  the  major 
portion  of  the  total  of  811,171/.,  which  shows  nevertheless  a 
diminishing  percentage  of  increase  over  1895  than  that  year  shows 
over  1894. 

Brazil,  following  with  365,652/.,  shows  little  of  interest,  but 
Belgium,  with  317,233/.  for  1896,  presents  a  gain  of  156  par 
cent,  over  1895,  while  the  latter  year  again  showed  an  increase  of 
135  per  cent  over  the  total  of  52,585/.  for  1894. 

Norway  and  Sweden  come  next  with  no  remarkable  increase, 
as  is  also  the  case  with  Holland,  whose  total  of  167,839/.  for  1896 
is  not  greatly  in  excess  of  her  135,747/1  in  1894,  but  her  successor 
on  the  list,  France,  shows  an  upward  tendency  that  is  remarkable, 
and  must  be  indeed  cheering  to  French  industry. 

French  imports,  which  in  1894  were  only  valued  at  1,314/., 
had  risen  in  1895  to  42,774/.,  and  last  year  reached  the  considerable 
total  of  127,837/. 

Indeed,  the  only  seeming  rivals  to  ultimate  French  supremacy, 
if  an  abnormal  increase  of  percentages  be  a  reliable  trade  and 
danger  signal,  are,  strange  to  say,  from  the  far  East  and  the  far  West, 
the  Pacific  ports  of  North  America,  and  from  Siam.  This  latter 
country  from  a  modest  offering  of  her  wares  valued  at  only  15/. 
in  1894,  last  year  sent  to  Cape  Colony  goods  to  the  value  of 
4,449/. 

Following  France  comes  no  large  supplier  of  Cape  needs, 
save  only  the  Argentine  Republic,  which  from  no  record  at  all  in 
either  1894  or  1895,  leaped  suddenly  in  1896  to  an  import  return 
of  98,185/. 

It  may  be  raised  as  an  objection  against  much  of  the  foregoing 
that  a  report  upon  the  Consular  district  of  Lorenzo  Marques 
should  deal  only  with  that  district,  and  not  chiefly  of  the  South 
African  Republic  and  other  neighbouring  territories.  Trie  answer 
to  this  objection  is,  however,  that  if  the  Transvaal  be  taken  from 
the  background  of  Lorenzo  Marques  the  trade  returns  of  this 
port,  shorn  of  the  hinterland  on  which  it  clothes  itself  and  rests 
its  present  claim  to  commercial  existence,  would  scarce  be  worth 
recording. 
Population.  The   population  of   Lorenzo    Marques  is  officially  stated  to 

have  been  at  the  end  of  1896  wily  3,692,  of  whom  1,544  are 
returned  as  Europeans  or  Americans,  764  as  Asiatics,  and  1/184 
as  native  Africans. 

The  countries  making  up  the  European  population  »e  :— 
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Country. 


Portugal 

United  Kingdom 

Italy 

France 

Germany     . . 

Holland 

Greece 

Spain 

Switzerland.. 

United  States 


Number. 


1,060 
169 
69 
59 
41 
88 
27 
16 
14 
11 


while  40  more  Europeans  are  distributed  among  Scandinavia, 
Austria,  Russia,  Belgium,  Brazil,  Transvaal,  Denmark,  and 
Turkey. 

In  Lorenzo  Marques,  an  ageney  for  the  sale,  on  commission,  of  Methods  of 
many  things,  made  both  in  England  and   Germany,  has  been  securing 
opened  by  a  native  of  the  latter  country,  and  by  means  of  this trade" 
sample  warehouse  (if  it  may  be  so  called)  much  is  introduced  to 
the  public  that  it  would  possibly  be  found  difficult  to  make  known 
through  any  local  shop  or  store.     This  agent  might  almost  be 
termed  a  resident  commercial  tra  reller,  and  there  is  in  the  idea — 
contradictory  though  it  may  sound  —much  to  commend.    It  is  one 
worthy  the  attention  of  British  manufacturers. 

Suggestions  may  be  made  by  a  British  Consul ;  their  execution, 
if  worthy  of  execution,  lies  only  with  the  British  manufacturer 
and  trader. 

Questions  are,  for  instance,  asked  of  this  Consulate  by  letter 
from  the  United  Kingdom,  which,  if  the  enquirer  had  chosen  to 
spend  his  2\d.  on,  say,  the  Consular  report  of  this  district  for 
1894,  instead  of  on  a  stamp,  he  would  have  found  already  antici- 
pated and  answered  two  months  or  more  before  the  reply  from 
this  Consulate  can  reach  him. 

In  the  matter  of  trade  circulars,  Germany  is  more  active  and 
more  intelligent  in  her  distribution  of  them  than  is  the  United 
Kingdom.  It  is  a  not  uncommon  thing  to  see  here  circulars  and 
advertisements  of  German  goods  printed  in  Portuguese,  the 
intention  being  to  appeal  to  the  public  of  a  Portuguese  possession 
in  their  own  language. 

Similar  statements  in  that  language  of  the  value  or  prices  of 
British-made  goods  are  nok,  so  far  as  1  am  aware,  ever  received  in 
this  community,  but  a  few  mails  ago  a  journal  dealing  with  a  most 
important  branch  of  British  industry  was  received  at  this  Con- 
sulate written  in  Spanish.  It  was  addressed  to  "Lorenzo  Marques, 
Portugal,"  but  thanks  to  the  geographical  training  of  the  London 
Post  Office  it  came  to  Portuguese  East  Africa  without  first  having 
visited  the  mother  country. 

Important  samples  are  difficult  to  obtain  locally,  for  most  of  Samples, 
the  goods  imported  being  in  transit,  go  through  Lorenzo  Marques 
unopened  to  the   Transvaal.    At  Johannesburg  a  report  upon 
Delagoa  Bay  trade,  with  samples  of  her  more  important  imports, 
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POBTUCAL. 


Shipping. 


British. 


might,  in  some  respects,  be  more  readily  compiled  than  at  Lorefiztf 
Marques  itself. 

The  total  number  of  vessels  of  all  nationalities — exclusive  of 
men  of  war — which  entered  the  port  during  1896  was  397,  against 
a  total  of  304  in  1895. 

Of  this  shipping,  British  vessels,  as  shown  in  Annex  D, 
numbered  268  last  year,  being  an  increase  of  4?  over  the  numbers 
for  1895. 

The  total  of  268  vessels  was  made  up  as  follows : — 


f 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

m  Net                  CaMoee. 
Tonnage.      |       VK^W' 

Merchant  steamships  . . 
Cable  steamships 

Bailing-ships 

Dhows   ..         ..         ..         .. 

238 

2 

20 

8 

409,090 

1,788 

18,661 

1,081 

Tons. 
140,221 

23,411 
666 

Total.. 

268 

430,620        1       164^97 

The  net  registered  tonnage  of  British  shipping  thus  shows  a 
gain  of  57,530  tons  over  the  372,990  tons  entered  during  the 
previous  year,  while  the  tonnage  of  cargoes  increased  by  44,531 
tons  over  the  119,766  tons  shown  for  1895.  These  figures  are 
highly  satisfactory. 

A  large  part  of  the  cargo  brought  by  British  vessels  was  con- 
veyed probably  in  chartered  craft,  and  not  by  the  regular  lines  of 
steamers. 

Eight  dhows  (net  tons,  1,081)  and  22  steamers  (net  tons, 
9,059)— of  which  one  of  50  tons  remained  as  a  tug — were 
coasting  craft,  thus  reducing  the  net  tonnage  ct  ocean  shipping  to 
420,380  tons.  The  tonnage  of  cargoes  conveyed  to  this  port-.by 
these  coasting  craft  was  2,875  tons,  of  which  the  greater  part 
consisted  of  rum,  or  of  sugar  and  molasses  for  making  rum, 
brought  from  Portuguese  territory  north  of  Lorenzo  Marques. 

The  23,411  tons  of  cargo  brought  by  British  sailing  ships 
consisted  of  the  following  items : — 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Timber        

General  cargo 

Coal 

Flour,  &o 

Bails           

Molasses 

Tons. 
10,711 
3,664 
4^272 
3,114 
1,450 
200 

Two  sailing  ships  of  1,432  tons  net  register  remained  as  per- 
manent hulks  for  coaling  purposes. 
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Of  the  remaining  138,011  tons  of  cargo  carried  by  ocean 
steamships,  over  74,000  tons  were  described  as  being  general 
cargo ;  15,000  tons  as  timber ;  7,268  tons  as  cool ;  40,000  tons  as 
railway  material ;  and  the  remainder  as  being  composed  of  flour, 
wheat,  tea,  and  food-stuffs.  Much  under  the  heading  of  general 
cargo  probably  comprised  flour  and  food-stuffs. 

Some  very  large  cargoes  of  railway  material  entered  during 
the  year.  The  greatest  tonnage  in  any  one  vessel  having  been 
4,800  tons  in  a  chartered  steamer.  The  largest  cargoes  probably 
that  ever  entered  the  port  were  brought  in  two  British  chartered 
steamers  in  the  month  of  March,  one  of  which  entered  with  6,744 
tons  (of  which  timber  gave  6,363  tons),  and  the  other  with  5,305 
tons  (timber,  5,166  tons). 

Exports  by  British  vessels  were  stated  at  only  1,963  tons.         Exports. 

Following  British  shipping  conies  that  of  Germany,  which  last  German 
year  sent  to  the  port  five  sailing  ships  of  4,200  tons  (net),  and  37  ^pping. 
steamers  of  a  net  tonnage   of   57,744  tons.      This  total  of  42 
vessels  is  only  two  in  excess  of  that  of  1895,  and  the  tonnage  of 
cargo  brought  to  Lorenzo  Marques  in  1896,  viz.,  31,443  tous,  is 
only  828  tons  more  than  that  of  the  previous  year. 

Immediately  behind  Germany  come  Norway  and  Sweden.  ScandinaYiam. 
Norway  with  31  sailing  ships  and  3  steamers,  and  a  total  tonnage 
of  31,638,  and  Sweden  with  7  sailing  vessels  of  4,924  tons. 
These  vessels  brought  mostly  timber,  19  of  them  coming  with 
cargoes  from  Scandinavia,  chiefly  Sweden,  and  21  (including 
the  3  steamers)  from  other  countries,  generally  from  the 
Pacific  coast  of  North  America.  Their  gross  freight  earnings 
appear  to  have  been  62,446/. 

France,  which  in  1895  had  only  three  sailing  ships  flying  her  French, 
colours  in  Lorenzo  Marques,  last  year  sent  15  vessels,  which 
brought  5,749  tons  of  general  merchandise,  and  some  maize  and 
cattle.  Five  of  the  Frencli  entries  were  sailing  ships  of  a  tonnage 
(French  measurement)  of  1,963  tons,  the  remaining  10  steamers 
having  a  tonnage  of  21,128.  Two  of  the  steamers  were  coasting 
craft,  while  three  of  the  others  made  what  may  be  called  "double 
entries,"  that  is  to  say,  they  twice  entered  the  port,  outward  and 
homeward  on  their  voyage  from  France  to  their  ultimate  destination. 

This  applies  with  still  greater  force  to  German  shipping,  for  of 
the  42  entries  of  her  vessels,  fully  one-third  must  be  reckoned  the 
return  entry  of  a  steamer  on  its  way  back  from  Durban  to  Europe, 
calling  a  second  time  at  Lorenzo  Marques  for  home  passengers. 

Fewer  cases  of  this  kind  occur  with  our  own  shipping. 

Apart  from  the  coasting  journeys  noted,  only  1 1  cases  appear 
to  have  happened  of  this  so-called  double  entry  of  the  same  ship 
upon  the  same  voyage,  those  having  taken  place  with  the  mail 
steamers  which  go- once  a  month  on  to  Mauritius  and  Madagascar,    % 
returning  here  on  their  way  home. 

While  German  shipping  remains  in  point  of  numbers  nearly  German 
where  it  did,  a  notable  addition  to  the  German  East  African  fleet  slliPPJj*& 
has  been  made  during  the  year,  in   the   two  new  vessels   themethod*^ 
"  Hcrzog"  and  "  Konicj,"  of  the  Woennann  Line. 

(2372)  *  V 
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Germany  may  be  said  to  have  worked  this  one  big  line  she 
runs  to  the  port  with  more  apparent  success  than  any  single 
British  line  has  attained. 

Something  of  this  local  success  is  due  to  the  fact  that  where 
the  large  British  companies  are  content  to  leave  their  interests  iii 
the  hands  of  a  single  multiplex  agency,  the  single  German  line  of 
steamers  has  established  for  itself  in  Lorenzo  Marques  its  own 
sole  agency,  with  a  staff  of  its  own  paid  employes,  as  much 
servants  of  the  company  and  each  German  steamer  as  are  its 
captain  and  officers,  who  have  no  other  interests  to  serve,  and  no 
other  duties  to  perform,  save  those  of  the  German  East  African 
Line.  This,  no  doubt,  causes  the  German  steamers  to  get  quicker 
despatch  from  the  port  than  any  others. 

Quite  recently  the  "  Herzog  "  discharged  1,850  tons  of  general 
cargo,  and  took  in  200  tons  of  coal  and  2,000  bags  of  grain,  all  in 
4£  days,  whilst  a  large  English  mail  steamer  lying  not  far  from 
her  at  the  time  took  over  7  days  to  discharge  820  tons  of  general 
cargo,  and  to  take  on  board  105  tons. 

At  the  same  time  a  large  English  steamer  lay  from  January  27 
(1897)  to  March  6  (1897)  getting  rid  of  2,201  tons  of  railway 
material. 

It  is  not  only  in  the  matter  of  agency  that  the  German  line 
appears  to  take  more  interest  in  Lorenzo  Marques  than  do  the 
large  British  lines,  but  in  other  respects  the  comfort  and  con- 
venience of  the  public  travelling  by  German  vessels  appear  to  be 
considered. 

Passengers  arriving  at  Lorenzo  Marques  by  vessels  of  either 
of  the  large  British  mail  lines  are  told  they  must  shift  for  them- 
selves in  getting  on  shore,  more  particularly  in  landing  their 
luggage.  The  fare  charged  by  a  shore  boat,  in  a  specific  instance  in 
the  writer's  mind,  for  its  services  in  conveying  a  passenger  and  his 
luggage  from  an  English  mail  steamer  to  the  shore,  about  300 
yards  away,  was  21.  2s. — a  souvenir  of  journeying  to  Lorenzo 
Marques  by  one  of  these  vessels  unlikely  to  induce  its  frequent 
repetition. 

With  the  German  line  a  small  steam  launch  is  carried  on  every 

steamer,  which  is  put  into   the  water   for    the  convenience   of 

passengers   as  soon   as   the   ship   anchors.    This  launch  runs  to 

and    from  the  shore    at    stated    intervals    throughout  each  day 

-of  the  vessel's  stay  in    port,    and  passengers,   although  not,   I 

believe,  their  luggage,  are  landed  by  her,  or  get  on  board  free 

•of  charge.     They  are  thus  enabled  to  visit  their  friends  on  shore, 

-or  otherwise  amuse  themselves  on  land,   without  fear  of  being 

mulcted  in   sums   often  varying  from  10s.   to   2/.,  which  those 

dependent  on  shore  boats  are  forced  to  pay  when  seeking  to  return 

on  board  ship. 

.  These  may  be  said  to  be  small  things  unworthy  the  attention 
of  great  companies  with  bigger  matters  to  think  of.  It  is  just  in 
•such  small  things  the  travelling  public  is  apt  to  be  impressed 
favourably  or  otherwise  with  the  ship  they  travel  by. 

It  is  again  asserted  that  at  present  Lorenzo  Marques  is  no  t 
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worth  the  while  of  the  bigger  companies ;  that  by  and  bye,  when 
the  development  of  the  port  calls  for  serious  consideration,  then 
Delagoa  Bay  will  receive  from  the  big  Cape  liners  something  of 
that  assiduous  attention  now  lavished  on  Durban  and  its  Colonial 
brethren. 

That  the  German  line  has  no  reason  to  despise  Lorenzo 
Marques  the  following  figures  derived  from  the  steamship  agency 
itself  will  show. 

During  the  last  six  months  no  vessel  of  the  German  East 
African  Line  has  ever  landed  here  fewer  than  140,  or  taken  front 
the  port  fewer  than  119  passengers.  One  of  the  last  of  the  vessels, 
to  sail  from  here  took  235  passengers  from  Lorenzo  Marques„ 
•and  refused  tickets  to  21.  She  also  took  200  tons  of  high  freight 
cargo,  and  counted  on  having  over  400  tons  of  similar  cargo  from 
Mozambique  ports. 

The  point,  too,  not  to  be  overlooked  is  that  the  future  lies* 
probably  more  with  Lorenzo  Marques  than  with  the  favoured! 
ports  further  south. 

The  Cape,  with  its  1,060  miles  to  Johannesburg,  cannot  long 
hope  to  control  any  preponderant  share  of  the  traffic  to  that 
market;  while  here,  a  splendid  harbour,  a  great  bay,  and  well- 
worked  landing  and  railway  methods  must  eventually  draw  both 
ships  and  goods  to  a  port  only  390  miles  distant.     , 

The  northern  Transvaal  railways — namely :  Pretoria,  Pieters- 
burg;   Komati-Selati   Goldfields;    Nelspruit,  or  Machada    dorp, 
Pilgrim's  Kest,  and  Lydenburg ;  some  already  in  hand,  others  pro- 
jected— will  all  converge  on  Delagoa  Bay  not  only  as  their  feeder^ 
but  as  the  outlet  for    the   wealth   of  the    rich   districts   they, 
are  designed  to  open  up. 

That  the  Lorenzo  Marques  Railway  already  goes  far  to  meet  B|"l*"aT. 
one  of   the  foregoing  conditions  of  able  port  management  the 
following  figures  dealing  with  1896  will  show. 

The  total  receipts  from  all  sources  were  148,350/.,  or 
667,573,301  reis,  being  a  gain  over  1895  of  66,171/.  (297,769,841 
reis). 

These  receipts  were  made  up  as  follows : — 


Amount. 
Sterling. 


Passenger  receipts     . .          . .  . .  . . ;  7,934 

Goods  receipts  by  goods  trains  ..  ..'  131,189 

lf              express  trains  . .  . .  |  1,372 

Various  receipts        . .         . .  . .  . .  7,855 


Currency. 


Beis. 

35,703,885 

590,351,631 

6,172,043 

35,845,742 


The  expenditure  during  the  first  six  months  of  1896  amounted 
to  39,347/.  (177,060,999  reis),  against  a  total  expenditure  for  the. 
previous  year  of  46,728/. 


Digitized  by  LiOOQ IC 


*£*iue  of  land 


18  PORTUGAL. 

The  tonnage  of  goods  carried  during  the  year  was  159,745 
tons  (of  1,000  kilos.),  against  88,276  tons  in  1895  ;  the  number 
of  trains  despatched,  2,357 ;  the  number  of  kilometres  covered  by 
trains,  412,847 ;  whilst  the  length  of  line  open  was  89  kiloms., 
the  same  as  in  1895. 

The  sales  of  property  effected  during  1896  mark  the  growth 
of  public  appreciation  of  this  as  one  of  the  coming  ports  of 
South  Africa.  Probably  150,000/.  would  not  represent  the  entire 
sum  paid  last  year  for  house  and  landed  property  in  so  small  a 
community  as  this.  So  large  a  sum,  moreover,  was  paid  for  what, 
in  many  cases,  had  been  obtained  a  few  years  ago  for  an  absurdly 
small  outlay.  One  instance  will  suffice.  A  body  of  financiers 
hailing  from  Johannesburg  paid  30,000/.  for  a  stretch  of  sand  of 
about  eight  acres  in  extent,  which  some  years  earlier  had  come 
into  the  possession  of  the  vendor  for  no  more,  it  is  said,  than  80/. 
This  property  is  situated  some  little  distance  out  of  the  present 
limits  of  the  actual  town,  although  in  the  near  future  it  will,  no 
doubt,  be  found  to  lie  well  within  the  best  residential  quarter  of 
Lorenzo  Marques. 

Housea  of  no  architectural  value  whatever,  often  rude  things 
of  deal  and  corrugated  iron,  but  happily  placed  on  one  or  other  of 
the  two  main  thoroughfares  of  the  town,  have  exchanged  hands  at 
prices  ranging  from  10/.  to  22/.  per  square  metre. 

Lands  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town  that  a  few  years  ago  were 
given  by  the  authorities  for  the  mere  asking,  and  that  later  on  might 
have  been  bought  from  these  concessionaires  for  comparatively 
small  sums  can  now  be  acquired  by  those  only  with  very  sub- 
stantial balances  at  their  bankers. 

It  is  thought  by  many  that  the  high-water  mark  of  such  trans- 
actions has  been  reached,  and  that  in  future  no  such  prices  as 
those  readily  given  during  1896  will  be  obtainable. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  so  much  of  value  to  the  community 
as  a  whole  and  of  importance  to  the  progress  of  the  port  should 
have  been  granted  by  the  Portuguese  authorities  in  the  past 
to  those  who  hold  their  easily-acquired  rights  mainly  for  specula- 
tive purposes. 

These  conclusions  have,  no  doubt,  already  forced  themselves  on 
the  present  administrative  and  municipal  bodies,  to  whom  the 
excessive  generosity  of  their  predecessors  has  left  but  little  scope 
for  prudent  benevolence  to-day. 

That  prudent  qualities  have  not  been  wanting  in  more  than 
One  branch  of  the  local  administration  throughout  the  past  year  it 
is  a  pleasant  duty  to  chronicle,  and  a  steady  persistence  in  the 
ways  of  improvement  now  entered  upon  should,  at  no  very  distant 
date,  enable  Lorenzo  Marques  to  realise  in  full  the  successful 
conditions  of  her  great  commercial  charter  as  the  natural  port  of 
the  Transvaal. 
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Aunex  B. — Table  showing  Nature  and  Value  of  Imports  into  the 
Transvaal  from  and  via  Lorenzo  Marques  during  the  Year 
1895. 


Articles. 


Value. 


Earthcnwaro 
Ammunition 
Chemicals  . .  . .  . .  . . 

Vinegar       . .  . .  , .  . . 

Beer  . .  . .  . .  ♦ . 

Books,  &c. 

Brush  ware  . .  . .  . .  . . 

Butter        

Cement       . .         . .         . .         , . 

Champagne  ..  ..  .. 

Chicory 

Coke  

Printing  matter     .. 
Cakes  and  biscuits. .  . .  .  • 

D Utilled  liquids — "  over-sea  "    •  • 
„  South  African 

Malt  

Glassware   . .  . .  . .  . . 

Gold  aud  silverware 
Government  goods 
Vegetables  and  fruit 

Shot 

Seed -oats 

Hats  

Hops  . .  . .  . «  . , 

Timber — manufactured   .. 
„         unmanufactured 
Instruments  ••  ..  •• 

Jam?  ..  ..  ..  ., 

Candles 

Cheese        ..  .. 

Kaffir  picks 

Cotton  goods  ..  . .  .  • 

Ready-made  clothes 

Coffee  

Brass  wire  . .  • .  .  • 

Beads 

Haberdashery        ..  ..  •• 

Groceries  and  provisions 

Leatherware 

Sweets 

Live  cattle 

Linen 

Lead  .. 

Machinery 

Wickerware  . .  . . 

Meal  and  corn  (all  sorts) 
Cutlery       ..  ,.  .. 

Furnituro  ..  ..  ..  . . 

Mealies  and  millet 

Coin,  gold  and  silver 

Oil  and  paints        . .         • . 

Paper  ..  •. 

Cartridges  ..  •• 

Carriage*     .. 

Rice  and  dhol         . .  . .  . . 

Cigars 


£ 

1,837 

7,113 

8,027 

277 

12,047 

1,525 

830 

8,254 

7,732 

4,302 

420 

1,493 

608 

1,270 

33,604 

28,179 

1,112 

4,216 

3,826 

20,252 

6,592 

41 

265 

3,972 

314 

23,117 

53,372 

4,054 

2,049 

12,409 

2,096 

432 

24,844 

34,259 

3,751 

177 

603 

21,165 

22,516 

15,376 

2,197 

361 

1,986 

53 

213,278 

73 

17,822 

1,911 

9,038 

762 

6,800 

13.471 

3,089 

206 

1,448 

3,082 

3,077 
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Table  showing  Nature  and  Value  of  Imports  into  the  Transvaal 
from,  and  via  Lorenzo  Alanines  during  the  Year  1895 — 
continued. 


Article*. 


Value. 


Cigarettes    . . 

Snuff 

Railway  material 

Bricks 

Goal.. 


Sugar 

Tobacco,  all  kind*. 

Tea  . 


Rope  and  sailwork 

Old  uniforms,  Ac 

Pork,  ham,  6lc 

Cattle  

libra  

Fish  (dried  and  tinned  chiellv) 

Weapons 

Woollens 

Wines — "  over-sea  ' 

„  South  African  . . 

Iron  and  metal  ware 

Seeds  

Bags  and  sacks 

Soap— common 

„      toilet 

Bran  

Salt. 


8ulphurio  acid 
Silk  goods.. 
Goods  not  specified 


700 
2 

206,831 

686 

375 

7,258 

1,208 

5,092 

3,165 

967 

1,591 

15 

270 

M73 

1,510 

9,721 

13,51<i 

2,878 

59,819 

805 

6,009 

4,108 

648 

208 

799 

312 

793 

589 
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Table  showing  Nature  and  Value  of  Imports  into  the  Transvaal 
from  and  via  Delagoa  Bay  during  the  Year  1896. 


Articles. 


Earthen  ware  #.  ## 

Ammunition  .. 

Chemicals   ..  ..  ,. 

Acetic  acid 

Beer.. 

Barks  ..         ..         ..         [ 

Brush  ware  .  •         . .         # ,         , 

Butter         

Cement       

Chicory ] 

Printing  matter     . .         , .         , 

Eggs  

Cakes  and  biscuits  . 
Distilled  liquids—"  over-sea  "     . 
„  South  African 

Perfun.cry  ..         ..         ,, 
Glassware   . .  . .  . ,  , 

Gold  and  silverware         •  •         . 

Vegetables 

Hats 

Hops  ..         ..         ,. 

Timber — manufactured    . . 

„         unmanufactured 
Instruments  ..         . .         , 

Jams,  Ac.    . .         , ,         ,  # 
Candles       ..         .,         ,,         , 
Cheese         ,.  ., 

Kaffir  picks , 

Cotton  goods  . .         , .  . 

Beady-made  clothes  . . 

Coflee  

Beads 

Habere!  a*hery        ..  ,. 

Provisions  and  groceries  . . 

Leatherware 

Sweets         ..         .,         ,, 

Live  cattle  ..         .. 

Linen  goods  .  •         . .         , 

Lead..         

Machinery 

Wickerware  ..  ,#         # 

Meal  and  corn  (all  sorts)  . . 

Cutlery 

Furniture    ..         #,         ,, 

Oils 

Paper  

Vehicles  (aU  rorts) 

Bice  and  dhol        ..         . . 

Cigars  

Cigarettes    ..         ..         . . 

Snuff  

Steel 

Bricks         ..         ,, 

Coal 

Sugar  

Tobacco 

Tea 

Tin 

Cordage 

(2372) 


Value. 


£ 

4,707 

2k,387 

103  474 

496 

20,345 

2,437 

1,474 

18,670 

6,101 

692 

447 

6 

89,997 

80,346 

101,679 

551 

10,442 

961 

9,690 

5,269 

415 

58,857 

57,264 

6,868 

4,300 

28,211 

2,798 

460 

20,930 

52,292 

9,265 

634 

30,377 

61,263 

19,842 

7,917 

389 

2,155 

194 

168,297 

87 

144,879 

8,318 

22,416 

16,100 

4,536 

4,898 

7,327 

8,532 

882 

6 

8,882 

1,140 

1,085 

17,659 

1.447 

8,643 

206 

1,721 
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TABLfi  8^owincr  Nature  and  Value  of  Imports  into  the  Transvaal 
from  and  via  Delagoa  Bay  during  the  Year  1896 — continued. 


Articles. 

Value, 

Old  uniforms,  &c. 
Ham  and  pork 

Faints,  Ac 

Tallow         

Fibre           

Fi-h,  chieflj  tinned           

Meat,      „          „ 

Fruits,    „          „               

Weipons     .. 

Woollens     .. 

Wines 

Iron  and  metal  ware 

Seeds  and  plants 

Snoks            

Son  p.,          ..          .. 

I'nnvas          . .          ••          ..          . .          * 

Zinc.          • . 

Salt 

Silk  nnd  satin  poo^s 

Goods  not  specified           

Government  goods. . 

Kailway  material 

£ 

862 

10.756 

2,276 

1,168 

674 

21,582 

12,525 

8.475 

2,672 

14,297 

40,763 

114,274 

1,402 

11,675 

12,091 

2,161 

1,186 

1,018 

778 

573 

91,896 

692,456 
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Annex  C. — Cape  of  Good  Hope  Customs  lteturn  showing  the 
Value  (exclusive  of  Specie)  of  Imports  from  each  Chief 
Importing  Country  during  the  Years  1894-96. 


Impost*. 


'  Increase  or 

1 
Increase  or 

Decrease 

Decrease 

Country. 

1894. 

1895.              oyer 

1896.              oTer 

Previous 

,    Previous 

|       Year. 

Year. 

£ 

£         '    Percent. 

£             Per  t  ent. 

United  Kingdom,  total  ... 

8,877,632 

10,427,201    +          17| 

12,807.332    +          23 

British  possesions:  — 

Australia- 

1 

New  South  Wales     

6,093 

4.741 

16.472 

Mew  Zealand 

1,070 

9,014  | 

5,967 

... 

Queensland 

15 

1 

12 

... 

South  Australia        

74,225 

113,207  i 

30,653 

... 

Tasmania       ...        ... 

566 

952 

... 

Victoria         

40.914 

26,509 

... 

62  281 

West  Australia         

16,356 

1.438 

... 

7,870 

... 

Camda 

4,800 

1.260 

... 

12,f»26 

... 

Ceylon 

156 

1,156 

... 

3210  t 

Hong-Kong       

4,937 

10,914 

... 

19,906 

India— 

Bengal 

99,166 

135,179 

•  M 

196,301 

... 

Bombay  and  Scinde 

58 

86 

... 

331 

Barman         

210 

17,684 

8,210 

Madras 

95 

129 

884 

Malta       

... 

...          .          ... 

8 

Mauritius          

220,392 

257,772 

323,654 

... 

Natal       

137,836 

156,501 

122,916 

... 

St.  Helena         

336 

54  ■ 

422 

... 

Straits  Settlements      

... 

68 

84 

Wett  India  Islands      

... 

1 

21 

..'. 

Zanzibar  — 

615 

465  j 

6 

605,674 

736,534  1+          211 

811,171 

+          10 

Foreign  countries  :— 

America— 

United  States  (Atlantic  ports) 

615,102 

867,834    +          681 

1,467,186 

+          69 

„          (Pacific     „    ) 

7,395 

5,586 

244 

271,867 

+     4,767 

Argentine  Republic     

... 

•v 

98,185 

... 

Belgium 

62,585 

123.882 

+         135J 

317,233 

+         156 

Brazil      ...        

368,734 

289,980 

21 

365.652 

+           26 

France     

1,814 

42.774 

+     8,166 

127,837 

+        200 

Germany 

448,412 

772,940 

+          724 

1,102,088 

+          42| 

Holland 

135,747 

103,208 

24 

167,839 

+          63 

Norway 

60,966 

71,940 

+           18 

98  590 

+          37 

Sweden 

155,824 

124,955 

20 

198,493 

+          69 

Grand  total  of  Cape  Im- 

ports from  all  countries 

11,298,646 

18,612,405 

17,9M,0»9 

Digitized  by  VjOOQLC 


26 


POfcTUGAl* 


CO 

oo 


OS 


3 
cr 

cs 
o 

N 

B 


O 


a. 
CO 


2 

D 
H 

w 


H 

a 

3 


III 


it 


*3 

e 


P8 


S 


•si 


3 


IS 


S 


4 


2 


I 

1 


(1250    5  |  97— HAS    2378) 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


FOREIGN  OFFICE. 

1897. 

ANNUAL    SERIES. 


N°-     1928. 
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REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1896 

ON  TUE 
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REFERENCE  TO   PREVIOUS  REPORT,   Annual   Series  No.  1814. 
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JUNE,  1897. 


LONDON: 

PBINTED  FOR  TIER  MAJESTY'S  STATIONERY  OFFICE, 

BY  HARRISON  AND  SONS,  ST.  MARTIN'S  LANE, 

PRINTERS  IN  ORDINARY  TO  UER  MAJESTY. 


And  to  be  purchased,  either  directly  or  through  any  Bookseller,  from 

EYRE  &  SPOTT1SWOODE,  East  Hardino  Street,  Fleet  Street,  E.G.,  and 

32,  Abingdon  Street,  Westminster,  S.W. ;  or 

JOHN  MENZIES  A  Co.,  12,  Hanover  Street,  Edinburgh,  and 

90,  West  Nile  Street,  Glasgow;  or 

HODQES,  FIGGIS,  &  Co.,  Limited,  104,  Grafton  Street,  Dublin. 

1897. 
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New  Series  of  Reports. 


Reports  of  the  Annual  Series  have  been  issued  from  Her  Majesty's 
Diplomatic  and  Consular  Officers  at  the  following  places,  and  may  be 
obtained  from  the  sources  indicated  on  the  title-page: — 


No.  Price. 

808.  Stettin        ..         ..         ..3d. 

Aleppo        Id. 

810.  Tangier 2*d. 

811.  Tokio          8|d. 

812.  Madeira id. 

813.  Vera  Cruz Id. 

814.  Oporto        Id. 

815.  Hamburg lid. 

816.  New  Orleans         . .         . .  lid. 

817.  Bengasi id. 

818.  Marmagao id. 

819.  Gothenburg           ..          ..  2d. 

820.  Dar-al-Baida         ..         ..  3d. 

821.  Erzerouui id. 

822.  Munich 2id. 

823.  Samoa         id. 

824.  Chinkiang Id. 

826.  Jeddah        Id. 

826.  Sofia            lid. 

827.  Mexico        2d. 

828.  Teneriffe 3id. 

829.  Batoum Id. 

830.  Cadiz           Id. 

831.  Martinique Id. 

882.  Odessa        Id. 

Ghilan        Id. 

Old  Calabar          ..         ..  6id. 

Tamsui        ..          ..         . .  Id. 

Copenhagen           ..         ..  id. 

Salonica      ..          .  >          ..  lid. 

Honolulu id. 


834. 
835. 
836. 
837. 
838. 
839. 
840. 
841. 
842. 
843. 
844. 
845. 
846. 
847. 
848. 
849. 
850. 
861. 
852. 
853. 
854. 
855. 
856. 
857. 
858. 
859. 
860. 
861. 
862. 
863. 
864. 
865. 
866. 
867. 


Buenos  Ayres        .  •         . .  2d. 

Para            Id. 

Bolivia        2d. 

Washington           ..         ..  3d. 

Berlin         2d. 

Uganda       .«         ..         ..  Id. 

Belgrade lid. 

Dakar         id. 

Florence lid. 

Copenhagen          ..         ..  2d. 

Havre         2d. 

Serajero      ..         . .         . .  Id. 

Madrid 2d. 

La  Rocbelle          . .          . .  lid. 

Chicago      ..          ••          ..  4d. 

Berlin        Id. 

Cherbourg 2|d. 

Beira         Id. 

Charleston  .  •         .  •         . .  2fcd. 

Saigon        . .         ..         ..  id. 

Suakin        . .         ..          ..  Id. 

Rouen         ..  . .  ..2d. 

Patras        l|d. 

Barcelona 2d. 

Amoy         ..         . .          . .  2£d. 

Trebizond Id. 

Lisbon        ..         . .         ..  2id. 

Callao         2d. 

Pernambuco          ..         ..  5d. 


No.  Price. 

868.  Naples        1R 

869.  New  Orleans         ..          ..  2\d. 

870.  Vera  Cruz 2R 

871.  Madeira Id. 

872.  Jerusalem Id. 

873.  Ningpo Id. 

874.  Bio  de  Janeiro      ..         ..  2|d. 

875.  Trieste       Id. 

876.  Ouracoa Id. 

877.  Goa Id. 

878.  Cagiiari Id. 

879.  Guayaquil Id. 

880.  Havana lid. 

881.  Reykjavik  (Iceland)        ..  Id. 

882.  Milan          lid. 

883.  Baltimore Id. 

884.  Cettinje id. 

885.  Bilbao        2id. 

886.  Florence l*d. 

887.  Brest          ltf. 

888.  Marseilles lid. 

889.  Wuhu        Id. 

890.  Chinkiang Id. 

891.  Malaga Id. 

2.  Antwerp id. 

}.  Amsterdam           . .         ..  Id. 

894.  Galveston 2d. 

895.  Pirams        Sid. 

896.  Stettin        2ii 

897.  Martinique lid. 

5.  Corunna     ..         ••         ..  2fr<L 

899.  Calais          Id. 

900.  Honolulu Id. 

901.  Riga           2d. 

302.  Tripoli        Id. 

903.  Batoum      ..         ..         ..  2d. 

904.  Lorenzo  Marques  .  •         .  •  2d. 

905.  Batavia 2id. 

90G.  Corfu          lid. 

907.  Foochow lid. 

908.  Montevideo           ..         ..  5jd. 

909.  China         5d. 

910.  Philadelphia          ..         ..  lid. 

911.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul           ..  3*d. 

912.  Quito          Id. 

913.  San  Jose Id. 

914.  Dunkirk Id. 

915.  Samoa         ..  . .         ..Id. 

916.  Bordeaux 2|d. 

917.  Porto  Rico 1{<L 

918.  Galatz        lid. 

919.  Christiania id. 

920.  Copenhagen  ..         ..3d. 

921.  New  York 2id. 

922.  San  Francisco       ..         ••  Sid. 
928.  Kiukiang Id. 

924.  Harrar       id. 

925.  Berne         l*d. 

926.  Mannheim Id. 

927.  Fiurae        lid. 
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PORTUGAL. 

OPORTO. 

Consul  Drummond  to  tlie  Marquess  of  Salisbury. 
(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  May  27,  1897.) 

My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  a  Report   on  the 
Trade  and  Commerce  of  Northern  Portugal  for  the  year  1896, 
which  has  been  drawn  up  by  Mr,  Vice-Consul  Grant. 
I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        MALCOLM  DRUMMOND. 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Nortliern  Portugal  for  the 

Year  1896. 
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The  most  remarkable  feature  in  the  year  1896  was  the  introductory 
unprecedented  height  reached  by  the  premium  on  gold.  Although  remarks. 
the  average  exchange  for  the  year  was  41Jd.  (28*51  per  cent.)  it 
closed  at  38-j^tf.  (40*33  per  cent.).  At  one  time  some  bankers  in 
Lisbon,  who  wished  it  to  be  understood  that  the  fall  in  the 
exchange  was  partly  due  to  the  "  bearing "  operations  of 
fcpeculators,  entered  into  a  sort  of  compact  whereby  they  agreed 
to  supply  bills  on  London  at  the  exchange  of  40d.  (then  somewhat 
above  the  market  price)  to  bond  fide  importers  who  had  to  make 
their  payments  in  gold.  This  arrangement,  as,  indeed,  it  was 
very  easy  to  foresee,  did  not  last  long,  and  there  has  been  a 
steady  fall  ever  since,  until  at  the  time  of  writing,  the  rate  is 
under  35£d.  (51*30  per  cent.).  There  does  not  seem  to  be  any 
(2405)  A  2 
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common  agreement  as  to  the  immediate  and  precise  reason  for 
this  steady  fall,  but  as  the  Portuguese  exchange,  as  a  rule,  moves 
parallel  with  the  Brazilian  rate,  and  as  the  latter  has  been 
exceptionally  low,  the  fall  is  thus  partly  accounted  for.  Another 
factor  is  the  undoubted  shrinkage  in  the  exportations  to  Brazil 
which  would  not  be  altogether  balanced  by  any  increase  which 
may  have  taken  place  in  that  to  Great  Britain,  because  whereas 
in  the  former  case  the  proceeds  of  the  goods  exported  find  their 
way  in  the  course  of  time  to  this  country,  such  is  not  the  case 
in  the  latter  instance,  where  the  export  trade  is  for  the  greater 
part  in  the  hands  of  British  firms  whose  principals  are  chiefly  at 
home  and  who  thus  only  remit  the  6ums  necessary  for  the  cost 
of  the  wine  and  the  maintenance  of  their  establishments. 

Revenue  of  the  Oporto  Custom-House  during  the  Years 
1894-96* 


Source  of  Revenue. 

Amount. 

1894. 

1895. 

1896. 

Duties    on    imports    (except 
cereals  and  tobacco)          •• 
Duties  on  cereals 
„        exports 

Barrier  dues 

Fish  dues          •  • 

Octroi 

Landing  dues    t. 

Sundries           

£         *. 

1,171,090  18 
89,515  12 
36,826    1 
17,930  17 
5,085    8 
47,989    2 
14,207    2 
17,240  15 

£             9. 

1,288,894  19 
119,063  15 
41,252    0 
17,197    6 
3,500  10 
48,801     1 
15,008    2 
16,027  16 

£        *. 

1,247,938    6 
106,629  10 
43,888    9 
20,348    8 
6,160    4 
54,787    2 
15,516  12 
53,491  16 

Total 

1,399,885  15 

1,543,740    9 

1,549,760    7 

*  For  the  sake  of  uniformity  these  figures  hare  been  converted  into  sterling  at 
par  of  exchange. 

After  the  financial  crisis  of  1891  the  custom-house  receipts 
showed  a  sensible  decline  for  two  years,  but  since  then  there  has 
been  a  yearly  increase  as  follows : — 


Increase  in  1893  over  1892 

1894  „    1893 

1895  „    1894 

1896  „    1895 


Per  Cent. 


82*99 
4*345 

10-27 
0-389 


Imports  and 
exports. 


The  following  figures  are  taken  from  the  statistics  published 
by  the  Commercial  Association  of  Oporto,  but  they  cannot  be 
relied  on  as  trustworthy,  as  the  Association  themselves  declare  that 
they  will  not  answer  for  the  correctness  of  their  figures.  This 
must  be  especially  the  case  with  regard  to  values  which,  since 
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1893,  have  been  taken  at  the  conventional  rate  of  5$400  reis  per  1L, 
which  is  very  far  wide  of  that  which  actually  rules.  Cattle  once 
more  figures  as  having  been  exported  to  England,  though  it 
should  be  perfectly  well-known  that  such  could  not  have  been 
the  case.  The  reason  for  this  is  explained  in  the  Report  for 
1895  (Annual  Series  No.  1814).  Again  the  totals  for  the  imports 
in  1895  given  last  year  do  not  agree  by  about  11,000/.  with  those 
for  the  same  period  given  in  the  statistics  published  this  year. 

According  to  these  data  which,  it  is  but  fair  to  presume,  even  if 
not  absolutely  correct  bear  some  approximation  to  the  truth, 
English  trade  with  Oporto  if  it  has  dwindled  in  some  branches, 
and  has  not  altogether  increased  proportionately  to  the  general 
volume  of  the  trade,  has  at  all  events  not  decreased.  British 
imports  were  about  26  7  per  cent,  over  those  in  1895,  in  which 
again  they  were  12'72  per  cent,  over  the  previous  year. 

Heal  or  Declared  Values  of  Imports  and  Exports  during  the 
Years  1895-96. 


Classes  la  Tariff. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1895. 

1896. 

1895. 

1896. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

].  Animals,  living 

607 

1,026 

24,485 

6,411 

2.  Raw  materials  for  use  in  arts  and 

industries 

1,048,194 

1,058,740 

110,040 

114,076 

3.  Tarns,  tissues,  felts,  and  manu- 

factures thereof    

846,694 

369,090 

31,124 

82,867 

4.  Alimentary  substances     

783,670 

780,158 

1,778,604 

1,749,448 

5.  Apparatus,      implements,      ma- 
chinery,  and  implements  em- 

ployed in  science,  arts,  industry, 

and  agriculture;  arms,  vessels, 

and  carriages        

94,465 

150,033 

2,113 

1,493 

Miscellaneous  manufactures 

197,833 

213,190 

190,557 

224,908 

Tares       

7,361 

7,933 

... 

... 

Total 

2,478,724 

2,580,170 

2,131,923 

2,129,203 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  fact  of  taking  the  low  rate  of 
5$400  reis  as  the  equivalent  of  the  sovereign  has  the  effect  of 
diminishing  the  values  of  the  imports  and  proportionately  increasing 
those  of  the  exports;  in  other  words  the  actual  value  of  the 
former  was  much  higher  and  that  of  the  latter  much  lower  than 
the  figures  above  given.  On  the  other  hand,  it  must  be  borne 
in  mind  with  regard  to  the  figures  relating  to  exports  that  they 
cannot  possibly  represent  the  full  measure  of  the  export  trade  of  the 
north  of  Portugal,  for  this  reason,  that  although  cotton  goods 
are  sent  out  from  here  in  large  quantities  to  the  Portuguese 
African  possessions  they  leave  no  trace  in  the  returns  of  the 
Oporto  custom-house  because  this  African  trade,  which  is  one 
of  barter,  is  done  entirely  through  Lisbon. 

Seeing  that  the  published  statistics  above  referred  to  cannot 

in  many  cases  be  dissected  so  as  to  show  the  various  kinds  -of  goods 

imported  and  their  respective  origins,  1  will,  in  accordance  with 

the  practice  adopted  iu  other  years,  avail  myself  of  such  informa- 

(2405) 
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tion  as  has  been  procurable  from  unofficial  sources  and  personal 
observation. 
Dry  codfish.  The  improvement  in  the  dried  fish  trade,  as  shown  in  the 

table  given  below,  is  unfortunately  more  apparent  than  real. 
The  fact  is,  that  owing  to  certain  circumstances  prevailing  in 
Newfoundland  this  large  quantity  of  fish  had  to  be  sent  to  this 
market,  the  most  important  in  Europe,  even  after  it  was  already 
over  supplied. 

In  addition  to  the  lagging  market  other  factors  were  against 
the  shippers,  i.e.y  an  abundant  catch  of  sardine.*,  the  heavy  fall 
in  the  exchange,  and  the  fact  that  the  British  fish  is  handicapped 
by  the  differential  duty  granted  to  Norway,  which  roughly 
amounts  to  lOd.  per  cwt.  This  difference  in  duty  applies  in  a 
greater  degree  to  the  fish  from  Scotland  on  which,  being  of  a 
cheaper  quality,  the  difference  would  press  more  heavily.  Under 
these  circumstances  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  remitting  prices 
to  the  Newfoundland  shippers  (who  as  a  rule  send  out  the  fish 
on  consignment)  must  of  necessity  have  proved  unsatisfactory  to 
a  very  high  degree. 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Newfoundland. 

Norway. 

Total. 

1887       

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891       

1892 

1893       

1894 

1895 

1896 

Owta. 
149,247 
163,908 
181,954 
103,191 
133,262 
123,211 
106,004 

96,057 
168,227 
202,168 

CwtB. 

52,630 

63,933 

95,150 

135,405 

98,693 

93,252 

163,165 

236,251 

129,558 

99,100 

Cwt*. 
201,877 
227,841 
277,104 
238,596 
231,956 
216,463 
269,169 
332,308 
297,785 
301,268 

This  fish  is  also  imported  at  Figueira  and  Vianna,  and  with 
regard  to  the  latter  place  the  following  figures  have  been 
supplied : — 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Newfoundland. 

Norway. 

Total. 

1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892       

1898 

1894 

1895 

1896 

Cwte. 
35,471 
34,126 
25,947 
20,867 
8,078 
14,782 
17,692 
11,810 
11,924 
26,257 

Cwts. 
2,600 
1,400 
1,200 
3,120 

2,410 
3,840 
1,320 

Cwte. 
88,071 
35,526 
27,147 
23,487 
8,078 
17,192 
21,532 
13,130 
11,924 
25,257 
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Rice  continues  to  be  imported  in  large  quantities  as  it  is  Rio©, 
very  extensively  consumed  by  all  classes  of  people  as  one  of  the 
chief  articles  of  diet.  At  one  time  it  came  exclusively  from 
England,  but  although  no  figures  are  obtainable,  it  is  to  be 
feared  that,  for  reasons  more  than  once  set  forth  in  this  place, 
Germany  (especially  Bremen)  is  taking  first  place. 

As  regards  sugar  the  figures  published  show  an  increase  from  Sugar. 
England  of  13*62  per  cent,  and  of  30*93  per  cent,  from  Germany. 
I  understand  that  a  considerable  quantity  of  beet  sugar  comes  from 
Hamburg  which  takes  the  place,  to  some  extent,  of  that  which 
comes  from  Greenock  and  Liverpool.  It  is  said  to  be  very  dry, 
comparatively  cheap,  and  adapted,  like  that  from  the  two  above- 
mentioned  places,  to  the  system  of  refinery  used  here. 

Saltpetre  was  also  at  one  time  imported  exclusively  from  England,  Saltpetre. 
and  for  a  long  time  after  Germany  began  to  compete,  preference 
was  given,  even  at  a  higher  price,  to  the  British  article. 
Germany  has,  however,  considerably  improved  her  manufacture 
and  owing  to  lower  prices  is  supplanting  some  English  marks 
which  were  well-known  here. 

With  regard  to  German  competition  I  should  like  again  to 
mention  that  it  is  assisted  by  better  terms,  i.e.,  longer  credits 
than  those  granted  by  English  firms,  and  also  better  terms  are 
allowed  to  the  local  agents,  who  thus  have  a  greater  interest  in 
pushing  the  products  of  that  country. 

A  considerable  quantity  of  bar-iron  and  plates  which  used  to  Trou- 
come  from  Glasgow  and  Liverpool  is  now  imported  from  Belgium, 
which  seems  to  be  gaining  ground  in  this  business. 

The  total  imports  of  hollow-ware  are  probably  diminishing  on  Hollow-ware. 
account  of  the  high  duties  which  help  the  sale  of  the  inferior 
goods  made  in  the  country. 

The  best  quality  of  carpenters'  tools  and  the  like  still  Cutlery. 
come  from  England,  but  in  regard  to  knives  for  table  use 
preference  is  given  to  those  from  Alsace,  and  the  Germans 
seem  to  be  at  more  pains  to  study  the  requirements 
of  the  market.  It  must,  of  course,  be  remembered  that 
the  articles  which  we  should  consider  in  better  taste  need 
not  necessarily  be  those  which  would  please  the  people  here.  The 
importers  rather  complain  that  English  manufacturers  are 
inclined  to  offer  their  goods  A  prendre  ou  d,  laisser,  whereas  the 
Germans  show  much  greater  adaptability.  The  latter  nation  (and 
this  is  equally  applicable  to  other  branches  of  trade)  also  send 
out  more  travellers. 

Jn  machinery  England  holds  her  own,  especially  with  regard  to  Machinery. 
spinning  machinery.  This  is  not  so  much  the  case  with  railway 
plant,  and  is  probably  due  in  part  to  the  greater  pains  taken  by  our 
foreign  competitors  in  suiting  the  wishes  of  the  buyers  in  regard  to 
quality  and  manner  of  payment,  thus  offering  an  inducement  to 
local  agents  to  represent  them  in  preference  to  English  houses. 
As  an  instance,  I  may  mention  the  following  case  which  came 
under  my  notice.  Tenders  were  invited  by  a  railway  company 
for  some  trucks,  and  among  others  there  was  an  offer  from  an 
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Shovels. 


Wire. 


Barbed  wire. 
Tinplates. 

Bottles. 


English  firm*  On  sending  home  information  of  the  want  of 
success  in  obtaining  the  order  the  agent  received  the  following, 
answer:  "If,  as  you  say,  French  and  Belgian  firms  are  lower  in 
price  than  we  are,  then  we  feel  confident  that  in  comparison  the 
construction  of  their  material  will  be  of  a  less  solid  nature  than 
we  offer. 

"  These  remarks  as  to  being  beaten  in  price  by  French  and 
Belgian  makers  have  come  before  us  frequently,  but,  generally, 
we  are  glad  to  say,  have  resulted  in  our  obtaining  orders  after- 
wards on  account  of  the  unsatisfactory  result  of  buyers  purchas- 
ing from  other  quarters." 

Now,  an  agent,  being  paid  on  commission,  would  have  much 
preferred  obtaining  the  order,  even  if  the  "  material  were  of  a  less 
solid  nature  "  than  that  then  offered,  to  waiting  for  years  on  the 
off  chance  of  the  cheaper  goods  proving  unsatisfactory.  More- 
over, in  the  case  in  point  which  occurred  four  years  ago  no  such 
want  of  satisfaction  seems  to  have  arisen. 

Shovels  used  to  come  from  Sheffield  in  considerable  quantities, 
but  are  now  made  (of  a  very  poor  quality)  in  the  country  under 
the  protection  of  an  enormous  duty. 

Wire  is  now  much  used  as  a  substitute  for  wood  in  making  vine 
trellises.  It  comes  from  England  and  Germany,  chiefly  from  the 
latter  country,  the  price  being  cheaper  by  about  10  per  cent. 

Barbed  wire  is  now  made  in  the  country. 

Tinplates  are  imported  in  considerable  quantities,from  England 
exclusively. 

Notwithstanding  the  existence  of  native  manufactories,  a  very 
large  quantity  of  bottles  is  said  to  have  been  imported.  The  impor- 
tation was  at  one  time  all  from  England,  but  this  trade  has  been 
practically  annihilated  by  Germany,  who  produces  a  much  cheaper 
article.  There  appears  to  be  a  prospect,  however,  of  a  revival 
in  the  English  trade  with  Oporto.  The  qua  ntities  imported  are 
said  to  be  as  follows: — 


Year. 


Quantity. 


1894 
1895 
1896 


Tods. 
5,041 
5,640 
4,465 


Bicycles.  The  demand  for  bicycles  would  appear  to  be  increasing,  but  not 

so  the  importation,o\ving  to  the  heavy  duties  and  the  setting  up  of  a 
factory  in  Lisbon.  According  to  the  returns  published  the  follow- 
ing are  the  numbers: — 


Year. 

Number. 

1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 

725 

209 

216 

67 
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The  trade  in  grey  and  white  English  calicoes  is  confined  to  Textiles : 
light  goods,  such  as  prints  and  shirtings,  as  there  is  no  trade  Cotton  goods. 
done  m  heavy  grey  and  white  goods,  which  are  all  now  made  in 
the  country.     The  native  manufacturers  were  very  busy  during 
the  past  year,  and  the  best  factories  are  said  to  have  worked  day 
acd  night  during  the  year  to  supply  the  African  demand, 

Oxford  shirtings  in  stripes  and  checks  only  come  in  now  in  Shirtings. 
the  best  qualities  with  fancy  and  elaborate  designs,  as  the  cheap 
medium  and  good  qualities  are  now  made  in  the  country,  some 
being  exported  to  Africa.  They  are  made  in  power-looms  and 
also  by  women  and  girls  in  small  hand-looms.  The  excessively 
low  rate  of  wages  enables  the  employers  to  sell  these  goods  to 
the  export  firms  in  Lisbon  at  very  low  prices. 

The  common,  medium,  and  some  of  the  good  qualities  are  Prints  and 
printed  in  the  country,  but  I  understand  there  is  a  margin  for  a  printed 
trade  to  be  done  in  first-class  prints  in  neat  designs  but  sober  *ftnlie,ett*s- 
colours.* 

No  light  dress  goods  are  made  in  the  country,  nor  lustres,  nor  Bradford 
merinos,  all  these  being  imported,  but  in  this  the  continental  a*00**8- 
competition  has  to  be  counted  on.    In  some  of  the  goods,  such 
as  wool  and  cotton  linings  for  coatings,  Germany  still  monopolises 
the  trade ;  the  finish  is  said  to  be  softer  and  more  brilliant,  and 
thev  are  also  lighter  and  cheaper  in  price  than  those  of  English 
make.     Germany  also  sends  the  fine  highly-finished  coatings,  Coatings. 
which  are  cheaper  than  those  from  Yorkshire  and  the  West  of 
England. 

During  the  last  year,and  especially  during  the  autumn,  the  wine  Exports. 
trade  with  England  has  been  fairly  brisk,  and  shipments  show  an  Winc- 
increase  on  those  of  last  year.     It  seems,  however,  that  it  is  the 
demand  for  very  cheap  wines  which  is  tending  to  increase,  while 
that  for  medium  and  fine  wines  remains  about  the  same. 

This  demand  for  wine  at  the  very  lowest  possible  price  has 
no  doubt  given  a  great  stimulus  to  shipments  for  sale  by  public 
auction  of  low  eo-called  ports,  the  sale  of  which  at  ridiculously  low 
prices  ranging  from  4/.  10*.  to  12/.  has  formed  the  subject  of 
adverse  comment  in  the  trade  journals  at  home. 

The  weather  during  vintage  time  was  all  that  could  have  been  Vintage. 
desired,  and,  indeed,  had  there  been  a  little  more  rain  in  the 

*  I  take  leave  to  quote  the  remarks  of  a  gentleman  to  whom  I  hare  on  other 
occasions  been  indebted  for  information  on  this  subject.  "  Unfortunately,  a  great 
deal  of  business  is  lost  to  English  printers,  as  they  do  not  grasp  the  particular  circum- 
stances of  this  market.  The  import  duties  are  calculated  by  weight  and  not  ad  valorem. 
Last  year  the  French  printers  offered  a  new  very  light  cloth,  made  expressly  to 
meet  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  this  market,  and  the  result  was  that  they' got 
some  large  orders ;  this  was  brade  lost  to  the  English  printers,  owing  to  their  not 
studying  the  peculiarities  of  the  market.  It  should  be  remombered  that  continental 
firms  show  most  wonderful  artistic  talent  and  painstaking  perseverance  in  the 
getting  up  of  their  patterns,  and  this  seems  an  especial  part  of  a  commercisl 
education,  and  is  one  of  the  secrets  of  getting  orders.  In  the  majority  of 
English  firms  the  taking  and  arrangement  of  samples  is  entrusted  to  one  of  the 
office  boys,  who  was  never  educated  up  to  this  special  art,  and  just  does  as  best  he 
can.  How  can  he  compete  with  a  German  lad  who  has  b3en  some  years  at  a 
technical  school  studying  the  art  in  its  different  branches  and  delir»nte  niceties  ?  " 
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month  of  August  no  fault  could  have  been  found  during  the  year 
so  far  as  port  wine  was  concerned.  The  development  of  the  wines 
continues  to  justify  the  high  opinion  already  formed  of  them. 
They  have  now  mostly  been  racked  from  their  lees,  and  are  being 
got  into  the  shippers'  stores,  or  "  lodges,"  as  they  are  called  here. 
There  is  scarcely  any  fine  wine  of  the  1896  crop  in  the  port  wine 
country  unsold,  and  the  price  of  "  consumos "  (vin  ordinaire) 
continues  high,  although  there  does  not  seem  to  be  a  large 
demaad  for  them.  Although,  according  to  the  opinion  of  experts, 
last  year's  wine  can  never  have  the  "  body  "  possessed  by  that 
of  1872,  1870,  and  earlier  port  vintages,  owing  to  the  fine  wines 
having  been  produced  from  new  plantations,  it  is  confidently 
expected  that  they  will  turn  out  pretty  flavoury  wines,  with  good 
colour,  and  that  they  will  rank  as  one  of  the  most  successful 
vintages  of  the  last  quarter  of  a  century.  In  spite  of  high 
prices  a  certain  quantity  of  wine  brandy  is  now  being  made  in 
the  Douro  district  by  shippers,  who  are  not  unwilling  to  face  the 
extra  expense  for  the  sake  of  treating  this  vintage  as  well  as  older 
wines  with  the  very  finest  brandy  obtainable.  It  is  presumed, 
too,  that  the  employment  of  Portuguese  or  Douro  brandy  will 
tend  to  preserve  for  the  port  wine  its  especial  character. 

Plantation  of  American  vines  in  the  Douro  continues,  and 
should  now  be  more  than  keeping  pace  with  the  destruction 
caused  by  the  phylloxera ;  but  it  has  been  seriously  hampered 
by  the  increased  cost  and  scarcity  of  labour,  due  principally  to 
the  large  volume  of  emigration  to  Brazil  during  the  .last  few 
years. 

This  month  will  see  the  disposal  in  London  of  the  remainder 
(about  2,000  pipes)  of  the  large  stocks  bought  some  time  hack 
in  connection  with  a  financial  operation  of  the  Portuguese 
Government* 

Table  of  Quantities  Exported  to  England. 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Remarki  as  to  Quality. 

Gallons. 

1887 

•  •         • . 

8,767,089 

Very  good;  fine  rich  flavour;  shipped  as 
a  "  vintage." 

1888 

• .         . . 

3,688,768 

Thin,  poor ;  heavy  rain  during  vintage. 

1889 

•  •         •• 

4,536,358 

Good, 

1890 

.. 

4,398,720 

Very  good ;  sweet  and  ripe ;  shipped  as  a 
"  vintage." 

1891 

.  •         •  • 

4,381,269 

Poor. 

1892 

•  •         •  • 

5,338,543 

Very  good ;  especially  in  fine  situation. 

1893 

.. 

3,872,174 

Very  poor ;  one  of  the  worst  on  record. 

1894 

•  •         .  • 

3,168,840 

Fair ;  shipped  by  some  firms  as  a  "  vintage." 

1895 

•  a                 •• 

3,587,442 

Worse  than  1893. 

1896 

•  .                 »  • 

3,860,416 

Promises  to  be  first  class. 
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I  now  give  a  tabic  of  the  chief  exports,  which  is  approximately 
correct,  and  will  then  proceed  to  make  brief  comments  on  some 
of  the  articles: — 


Class  of  Goods. 

Head 
Kilos. 

»        ;• 

»»                •  • 
>i                 •  • 
»>                 •  • 
»»                •• 

>t                •• 
i»                •  • 

»»                •  • 

Thousand . . 

Kilos. 
t>            •  • 
>i            •• 

Thousand . . 

Quantity. 

1894.        '        1895. 

1896. 

Cattle 

Wool,  raw 

„    washed  .- 
Hides 

Cork,  raw,  or  in  planks 
Stone,  marble,  granite, 

Ac 

Tartar  (argol) 

Wine  lees 

Wood-pulp 

Cotton    goods,    in  the 

piece    • 
Pickled  olives 
Almonds,  unshelled    •• 
Oranges.. 

Apples 

Onions 

Corks    .. 

Egg» 

3,163 
188,252 
587,168 
198,388 
577,798 

10,376,077 

93,901 

402,359 

1,848,600 

309,960 

280,416 

13,609 

610,832 

9,894,380 

341,281 

4,813 

1,480 
130,795 
633,766 
620,994 
712,116 

16,630,352 

96,112 

618,743 

822,000 

249,283 

376,570 

126,520 

7,811 

1,279,645 

12,098,005 

447,948 

4^17 

416 
149,787 
724,080 
532,031 
621,078 

13,981,043 

201,C99 

742,065 

1,530,600 

298,169 

681,751 

249,592 

22,029 

1,649,817 

9,106,475 

393,586 

5,966 

With  the  exception  of  some  few  head  cleared  for  Brazil,  which  Cattle. 
are  intended  for  consumption  during  the  voyage,  all  the  cattle 
goes  to  Havre,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  in  the  returns  part 
of  it  figures  as  being  exported  to  England  and  to  Holland. 

Fresh  salted  raw  hides  are  exported  to  England  exclusively,  Hides, 
and  the  volume  of  this  trade  is  increasing  by  reason  of  the  state 
of  the  exchange.  As  was  bound  to  happen,  however,  prices  here 
have  risen  in  sympathy  with  the  rate  and  increased  demand. 
The  actual  number  of  hides  exported  was  as  follows : — 5,620  in 
1894;  9,059  in  1895;  and  10,180  in  1896. 

Leather  was  at  one  time  sent  to  England,  and  after  an  interval  Leather. 
of  some  years  I  understand  that  attempts  are  now  being  made  in 
this  direction. 

Cork  is  sent  chiefly  to  Germany ;  manufactured  corks,  on  the  Cork. 
other  hand,  are  shipped  to  England. 

Cream  of  tartar  goes  to  the  United  States,  vift  England.  Tartar. 

Wine  lees  are  sent  to  Bordeaux.  .  Wine  lees. 

Wood-pulp  not  consumed  in  the  country  is  shipped  chiefly  Wood-pulp. 
to  England.     Some  is  also  imported  into  the  country.     I  under- 
stand that  the  article  manufactured  here  is  all  of  a  good  medium 
quality,  whereas  the  imports  consist  of  higher  or  lower  qualities, 
more  suitable  to  the  requirements  of  the  paper  makers. 

Almonds  are  sent  to  England  and  Germany.  Almonds. 

The  trade  in  oranges,  apples,  and  onions  has  not  developed  in  Fruit. 
such  a  manner  as  might  be  expected   in   view   of  the  rate   of 
exchange;  owing  to  the  very  low  rates  obtaining  in  the  home 
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Cotton  goods. 


Shipping  and 
navigation. 


Population 

and 

industries. 


markets,  and  the  large  competition  from  the  Mediterranean  ports. 
In  the  orange  season  of  1895-96  the  Valencia  crops  are  said 
not  to  have  been  so  large  as  usual,  and  the  Portuguese  fruit 
happening  to  be  of  good  quality  was  shipped  to  England  in  larger 
quantities. 

For  reasons  given  above  the  figures  relating  to  cotton  goods 
afford  no  criterion  of  the  actual  quantities  exported  from  the 
North  of  Portugal. 

What  holds  of  imports  from  England  and  Germany  must 
hold  of  the  shipping  from  the  two  countries.  The  tonnage  of 
the  steamers  from  England  has  not  varied  much  within  the  last 
few  years,  but  this  is  distinctly  a  case  of  "  non  progredi  est 
regredi,"  as  not  only  has  the  general  volume  of  trade  increased, 
but  it  now  occasionally  happens  that  steamers  belonging  to 
regular  lines  which  used  to  bring  out  British  goods,  taking  back 
wine,  are  compelled  to  load  outwards  with  coal  for  want  of 
sufficient  general  cargo,  although  the  number  of  vessels  on  these 
lines  is  no  larger  than  it  was. 

In  the  harbour  of  Leixoes  British  shipping  (chiefly  to  the 
Brazilian  ports)  continues  to  predominate.  For  some  years  past 
it  hap  amounted  to  more  than  that  of  all  other  countries,  including 
Portugal,  put  together. 

The  stream  of  emigration  continues  to  flow  to  Brazil,  all 
Government  restraints  notwithstanding.  As  1  have  mentioned 
before,  this  emigration  differs  from  that  in  regard  to  which  the 
word  is  usually  employed,  as  the  emigrants,  as  a  general  rule,  do 
not  leave  the  country  for  the  purpose  of  permanently  settling 
abroad,  but  with  the  object  of  endeavouring,  by  means  of  the 
higher  rate  of  wages  obtaining  in  Brazil,  and  by  engaging  in 
trade,  to  amass  some  wealth,  and  ultimately  return  to  their  native 
country.  One  of  the  consequences  of  this  continued  flow  has 
been  a  rise  in  the  price  of  agricultural  labour,  to  defeat  which  the 
landed  interest  put  pressure  on  Government  for  the  enacting  of 
repressive  laws,  but  so  far  without  result. 

There  are  signs,  too,  that  public  opinion  is  not  so  unanimous 
as  it  once  was  as  tc  this  emigration  being  an  unmixed  evil.  It  is 
impossible  that  it  should  be  otherwise  than  a  fact  that  the 
financial  crisis  in  the  country  must  be  severely  felt  by  many 
people,  although,  strangely  enough,  no  signs  of  it  are  outwardly 
apparent,  and  it  is  all  the  more  strange  there  have  been  no  signs 
of  distress,  no  strikes,  no  increase  in  crime,  no  disturbances  of 
public  order*  On  .this  point  there  is  a  consensus  of  opinion.  As 
to  the  reason  for  it  there  is  no  such  agreement. 

With  regard  to  industries,  in  addition  to  the  cotton  goods 
manufactures  which  (under  heavy  protection)  are  flourishing, 
there  seems  to  be  a  prospect  of  an  early  development  of  the 
mining-  industry,  which  would  naturally  be  much  favoured  by  the 
rate  of  the  exchange  and  relative  lowness  of  the  price  of  labour. 
In  the  mining  zone  comprised  in  this  Consular  District,  this 
industry  has  already  slightly  increased.  It  is  true  that  some 
mines  have  stopped  working,  but  on  the  other  hand  others  haye 
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been  started.  Those  which  have  stopped  were  antimony  mines, 
and  the  cause  of  the  suspension  is  said  to  be  the  bad  state  of 
the  market  in  that  metal.  It  is  possible  that  these  may  be 
re- opened,  not  for  the  working  of  antimony,  but  for  the  sake  of 
the  auriferous  quartz  which  occurs  in  them.  Working  has  been 
resumed  on  two  mines,  one  of  arsenic,  not  far  from  Estarreja, 
and  another  of  gold,  near  Oporto,  the  former  being  in  the  hands 
of  an  English  company,  and  the  latter  in  the  possession  of  a  syndi- 
cate, also  English.  It  is  understood  that  other  works  are  in  con- 
templation in  mines  of  auriferous  quartz.  The  Portuguese  mining 
laws  were  reformed  about  five  years  ago  in  a  liberal  sense,  and  are 
calculated  to  encourage  this  industry.  The  sale  or  conveyance 
of  mines  has  been  made  an  operation  of  great  facility,  royalties 
on  ores  have  been  fixed  on  an  equitable  scale,  mining  establish- 
ments have  been  exempted  from  proportional  taxes,  fixed  taxes 
have  been  reduced,  and  in  other  ways  the  working  of  mines  has 
been  encouraged. 

Annex  A. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Oporto 
during  the  Year  1896. 

KimnsD. 


Selling. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British       

Portuguese 

„         coasting 

German      

Swedish  and  Nor- 
wegian     

French       ...       — 

Spanish      

Danish       

Italian        

Russian      

Austrian    

Brazilian    

Greek         

American 

Belgian      

Dutch        

Other  countries    ... 

84 

67 

201 

I 

13 

""l 

8 

'"2 
"i 

"*2 

10,249 

28,411 

19,089 

690 

8,888 

"398 

286 

8,067 

"607 
2,170 

"888 

266 
29 
82 

172 

43 
26 
2 
16 
1 
6 
3 

"*3 

162,010 
29,249 
10,603 

100,677 

19,834 
9,287 
1,242 
7,470 
600 
4,946 
2,614 

2,092 

349 

86 

233 

173 

66 
26 
3 
16 
9 
6 
3 
2 

'"4 

*~3 
2 

162,269 
62,660 
29,692 

101,267 

23,172 
9,287 
1,640 
7,766 
8,667 
4,946 
2.614 
607 

£l70 

2,092 
338 

Total       

„    for  1895    ... 
„     „  1894    ... 

874 
876 
860 

«,638 
62,081 
69,790 

696 
692 
642 

340,824 
831,886 
360,619 

969 
967 
092 

403,862 
393,96c 
410,809 
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Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British        

83 

9,943 

262 

150,446 

345 

160,389 

Portuguese 

63 

25,293 

25 

26,708 

88 

52,001 

,,         coasting 

205 

18,939 

36 

11,447 

241 

30,886 

German      

1 

590 

177 

108,876 

178 

103,966 

Swedish  and  Nor* 

wegian 

14 

3,536 

46 

21,141 

60 

24,676 

French       

... 

25 

9,287 

25 

9,287 

Spanish      

1 

898 

2 

1,242 

8 

1,640 

Danish       ...       — 

1 

286 

14 

6,967 

16 

7,253 

Italian       

8 

3,067 

I 

500 

9 

3,667 

Bnssian      — 

<«> 

... 

6 

4,946 

6 

4,946 

Austrian    

... 

... 

8 

2,614 

3 

2,514 

Brazilian 

2 

464 

... 

... 

2 

464 

Greek 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

M. 

American 

8 

1,746 

... 

... 

3 

1,746 

Belgian      

••• 

M. 

... 

... 

.M 

•M 

Dutch        

... 

... 

3 

2,092 

8 

2,092 

Other  countries    ... 

2 

333 

... 

... 

2 

333 

Total       

283 

64,594 

699 

340,666 

982 

405,260 

„    for  1895    ... 

363 

61,185 

581 

324,490 

944 

385,625 

..     ,,  18M    ... 

348 

67,056 

640 

346,430 

988 

405,486 

Annex  B. — Retuhn  of  "all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Leixoes 
(Oporto)  during  the  Year  1896. 


Emtsud. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British       

39 

4,591 

187 

244,993 

226 

249,584 

Portuguese...       ~ 

18 

11,272 

31 

49,117 

49 

60,389 

„         coasting 

76 

6,768 

2 

647 

77 

7,410 

German     

... 

.M 

69 

91,957 

69 

91,967 

Swedish  and  Nor- 

wegian   „. 

9 

1,897 

10 

6,742 

19 

7,639 

French       

1 

117 

17 

27,362 

18 

27,479 

Spanish      ...       ... 

... 

•*. 

1 

621 

1 

621 

Danish       

1 

130 

6 

3,037 

7 

3,167 

Italian        

8 

958 

... 

8 

958 

Bussian      

... 

... 

1 

691 

1 

691 

Austrian    

... 

1 

944 

1 

944 

Bra&nian    

2 

607 

... 

2 

607 

Greek         

... 

... 

... 

.»• 

... 

American 

2 

1,074 

2 

1,074 

Belgian      

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Dutch        

... 

1 

732 

1 

732 

Other  countries    ... 

1 

164 

... 

... 

1 

164 

Total      

161 

27,673 

326 

425,843 

477* 

453,416 

„    for  1896    ... 

139 

21,363 

812 

864,964 

451 

386,327 

it      »»  1894    ... 

ia, 

29,219 

277 

297,956 

408 

327,874 

*  Of  this  number  172  entered  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  and  discharging  cargo  and  pas- 
sengers :  26  for  the  purpose  of  taking  in  passengers;  and  the  remainder  resorted  to  the  harbour  lor 
the  performance  of  quarantine,  stress  of  weather,  lightening  cargo  in  order  to  cross  the  bar  of 
Oporto,  &c. 
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Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British        

89 

4,591 

189 

247,749 

228 

252,840 

Portuguese 

18 

11,272 

82 

60,177 

50 

61,449 

„         coasting 

76 

6,719 

2 

647 

77 

7,866 

German      

... 

... 

69 

91,967 

69 

91,957 

Swedish  and  Nor- 

wegian     

9 

1,897 

10 

6,742 

19 

7,689 

French       

1 

117 

17 

27,862 

18 

27,479 

Spanish      

... 

... 

1 

621 

1 

621 

Danish       

2 

226 

6 

8,087 

8 

8,268 

Italian 

8 

958 

... 

8 

958 

Russian      ...       .„ 

... 

"l 

691 

1 

691 

Austrian    

... 

... 

1 

944 

1 

944 

Brazilian    ... 

2 

*607 

... 

... 

2 

607 

Greek        

... 

... 

... 

... 

American 

2 

1,074 

... 

... 

2 

1,074 

Belgian      ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  M 

... 

Dutch        

... 

... 

I 

782 

1 

782 

Other  countries    ... 

1 

164 

... 

.- 

1 

164 

Total       

152 

27,625 

829 

429,669 

481 

467,284 

„   for  1895    ... 

188 

21,276 

810 

861,640 

448 

892,916 

„    „   1894     ... 

127 

29,588 

277 

298,687 

404 

828,175 
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No.  1949. 

Reference  to  prevwut  Report,  Annual  Series  No.  1105. 


PORTUGAL. 

LOANDA. 

Mr.  Pickersgill  to  tlie  Marquess  of  Salisbwy. 

(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  May  28, 1897.) 
My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  a  Report  on  the 
Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Province  of  Angola  for  the  years 
1895  and  1896,  prepared  by  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Nightingale. 

The  Report  is  accompanied  by  samples*  of  the  cotton  fabrics 
made  in  Portugal  which,  in  qertain  parts  of  the  Province,  have 
taken  the  place  of  Manchester  goods. 
I  have   &c 
(Signed)  .     W,  CLAYTON  PICKERSGILL. 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Province  of  Angola, 
toith  Observations  regarding  the  Islands  of  StiThomt  and  Principe, 
far  the  Years  189o  and  1896. 
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Generally  speaking  the  commercial  movement  in  the  province 
of  Angola  during  1896  was  far  from  satisfactory,  as  will  be  seen 
by  Annex  F. 

There  was  a  falling-off  in  the  imports  as  compared  with  1895, 
this  may  be  accounted  for  through  the  fall  in  the  price  of  coffee, 
which  commenced  towards  the  end  of  1895  and  continued  all 
through  1896.  It  can  be  fairly  accurately  calculated  that  only 
about  three-fifths  of  the  goods  were  required  to  buy  the  same 
quantity  of  coffee  in  the  barter  trade  as  that  of  the  previous  year. 
The  continued  fall  in  exchange  has  been  severely  felt  all 
round ;  the  majority  of  traders  failing  to  recognise  the  difference 
until  too  late,  and  through  not  raising  their  prices  in  proportion 
the  native  gained  very  materially  in  his  transactions  with  them. 
Benguella  was  the  only  port;  that  showed  an  all  round  improve- 
ment. Statistics  are  given  for  the  ports  of  Loanda,  Benguella, 
Ambriz,  and  Mossammedes. 

Special  attention  is  called  to  the  increase  in  the  imports  of 
cotton  fabrics  direct  from  Portugal,  to  the  detriment  of  Man- 
chester manufacturers ;  this  will  be  noticed  by  comparing  Acting- 
Consul  Brock's  report,  No.  1,105,  Annexes  Nos.  5  and  6  (cottons  and 
cotton  fabrics)  with  the  accompanying  returns  Annexes  A,  B,  C, 
and  D  (grey  domestics,  ctripes,  and  coloured  prints),  the  imports 
in  1896  from  England  being  978,745  kilos.,  against  2,644,455  in 
1891,  a  difference  of  1,665,710  kilos,  against  Manchester. 

The  most  important  imports  are  grey  domestics,  checks  and 
stripes,  coloured  prints  and  handkerchiefs,  gunpowder,  guns, 
provisions,  and  wines.     We  will  deal  with  each  article  separately. 

Grey  domestics  (bleached  op  plain  cotton)  all  came  from 
Manchester  until  a  few  years  back;  now  they  all  come  from 
Portugal,  where  mills  have  been  put  up,  some  of  them  by  English 
firms  established  there.  The  prevailing  width  of  these  goods 
is  26,  27,  and  28  inches,  and  the  pieces  are  made  up  of  15,  20, 
and  30  yards  and  folded  in  such  a  way  as  to  form  a  flat  parcel, 
so  that  the  native  can  barely  span  it ;  accompanying  this  report 
are  six  samples,  with  the  price  per  yard  marked  on  (cost  in 
Lisbon),  the  expense  of  freight  and  insurance  from  Lisbon  to 
Loanda  is  about  10  per  cent,  on  the  cost,  and  the  duties  are  25 
reis  per  kilo.  The  same  cottons  coming  from  Manchester  would 
pay  250  reis  per  kilo,  in  foreign  bottoms,  and  80  per  cent  of  250 
reis  if  coming  in  Portuguese  bottoms  and  nationalised  in  Lisbon. 

The  greater  part  of  the  stripes  and  checks  come  from  Man- 
chester, but  the  Portuguese  manufacturers  are  gradually  working 
their  way  into  the  market,  especially  for  the  Benguella  trade. 
Blue  and  white  are  the  prevailing  colours,  the  usual  widths  are  21, 
22,  26,  27,  and  28  inches,  and  the  pieces  are  made  up  of  6,  7£,  10 J, 
11, 12, 15  and  18  yards,  and  doubled  the  same  as  grey  domestics. 
All  coloured  cottons  pay  double  duties,  expense  of  freight  and 
insurance  from  Lisbon  about  10  per  cent  on  cost  Samples  en- 
closed with  prices  in  Lisbon. 

The  Portuguese  manufacturers  have  also  come  forward  in 
coloured  prints  and  coloured  handkerchiefs,  to  the  detriment  of 
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English  manufacturers,  and  turn  out  some  very  good  patterns,  handker- 
suitable  for  native  trade.    Three  samples  enclosed  with  prices  in  chiefs. 
Lisbon. 

Germany  runs  the  British  market  very  close  in  the  supply  of  Gunpowder, 
gunpowder,  especially  for  the  port  of  Anibriz,  where  the  tariff  is 
favourable  to  foreign  bottoms,  and  it  all  comes  in  German 
steamers.  The  British  manufactured  powder  is  brought  direct 
from  Liverpool  in  the  Portuguese  steamers  for  Loanda,  Benguella, 
and  Mossaramedes.  Annexes  A,  B,  C,  and  D  will  show  the 
movements  for  the  years  1895  and  1896. 

The  guns  imported  are  of  the  most  ordinary  kind,  known  as  Guns. 
"  Lazarinas,"  having  flint  locks  and  a  barrel  like  a  gas-pipe. 
Although  figuring  in  the  different  Annexes  as  coming  from 
England  they  are  really  made  in  Belgium  (Ltege).  This  may 
be  accounted  for  by  their  coming  vi&  Liverpool  in  Portuguese 
bottoms. 

The  importation  of  soap  has  disappeared  entirely  out  of  the  Soap. 
British  market.     It  is  almost  all  imported  from  Portugal  now, 
two  or  three  important  factories  having  been  established  in  Lisbon. 

The  superior  qualities    of   candles  are  still  imported  from  Candles. 
England,  whilst  inferior  kinds  come  mostly  from  Portugal. 

The  greater  part  of  the  tinned  goods  come  from  Portugal,  and  Provisions, 
are  not  of  very  good  quality. 

A  large  quantity  of  the  Portuguese  red  wines  (vinho  tinto)  Wines, 
is  consumed  in  the  province.    There  is  ho  demand  for  the  better 
kinds  of  French  and  German  wines. 

Besides  the  principal  articles  mentioned,  there  are  a  number 
of  cheap  articles  imported  for  trade  with  the  natives  as  Annexes 
A,  B,  C,  and  D  will  show.  Generally  speaking  their  origin  is 
not  correctly  stated,  for  instance,  beads  are  put  down  as  coming  Beads, 
from  England  when  they  really  come  from  Italy,  Germany,  and 
Austria. 

Boots  and  shoes  are  made  very  well  in  Lisbon,  and  have  a  Boots  and 
good  finish.  *aoe8- 

Corrugated  iron,  for  construction,  has  always  a  ready  sale,  the  Corrugated 
size  mostly  used  being  9  feet  by  26  inches.  iron- 

Pitch-pine  lumber   (American):   two  cargoes   yearly    (about Pitch-pine 
400  St.  Petersburg  standards)  are  consumed  at  Loanda.  lumber 

Two  ships  yearly  with  about  800,000  French  or  Marseilles  (^m^can)- 
....  r    j    t         j  French  or 

tiles  also  come  to  Loanda.  Marseilles 

The  importation  of  rum  (aguardente)  has  gone  off  considerably  tiles, 
owing  to  the   protective   duties    to   benefit    the    planters    (see?11111  ,      * 
"Agriculture").     Ambriz,  however,  is  an  exception,  as  a  quantity  ^agu     en  '* 
of  German  spirit  is  imported ;  this  is  owing  to  the  lower  duties 
paid  there.     In  1896  about  1,300,000  gallons  were  distilled  in 
the  whole  province,  and  almost  all  consumed  on  the  spot,  the 
calculated  value  being  1,300,000  milreis  (equal  to  about  203,125/. 
sterling).     Although  in  Annex  A,  under  the  head  of  "  Distilled 
liquors,"  it  is  stated  that  184,002  and  72,604  litres  were  imported 
from  England  in  1895  and  1896  respectively/it  cannot  be  accounted 
for,  and  the  probability  is  that  it  came  from  Germany. 
(2428; 
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Export*.  Xbe  <jh?ee--pri&etpal  exports  arerooffee,  wbber^aad  waxr  .The- 

trade  in  cotton,  fibi^e^ika  weedj-palm^oil,  and  pakni  kemek. 
has  fallen  off  greatly.    Mossammedes  exports  large  quantities  of 
dried  fish  to  other  ports  in  the  province,  and  to  S.  Thoni£  and 
Principe  Islands,  but  none  to  Europe. 
Coffee.  The  cultivation  of  coffee  is  referred  to  under  the  head  of 

"  Agriculture." 
Rubber.  Rubber  is  not  cultivated  by  the  native,  but  is  brought  a  long 

distance  from  the  interior.  Benguella  has  the  largest  movement 
in  this  trade,  the  quality  is  good  but  very  dirty  and  full  of  bark, 
it  is  known  in  the  European  markets  as  Loanda  niggers,  first  and 
second  quality,  and  was  quoted  at  2s.  3d.  to  2s.  5d.  per  lb.  (first 
quality),  and  Is.  11  \d.  to  2s.  (second  quality)  at  the  end  of  1896. 
Some  of  the  more  enterprising  planters  are  turning  their  attention 
to  the  cultivation  of  the  rubber  plant,  but  up  to  the  present  no 
results  have  been  given.  It  is  a  question  of  waiting  for  another 
four  or  five  years. 
Beeswax.  Beeswax  is  also  brought  in  by  the  natives,  and  no  particular 

reason  can  be  given  for  the  increase  or  decrease  of  the  exports. 
Cotton.  Cotton   could    be    cultivated  to    great   advantage,  but    un- 

fortunately there  are  no  capitalists  in  the  province  who  can 
lay  out  money  for  cultivating  the  plant.  The  small  quantities 
that  have  been  exported  obtained  almost  the  highest  prices  in 
the  European  markets.  The  cotton  being  collected  in  its  wild 
state  is  of  rather  a  coarse  fibre,  and  the  best  price  is  not  always 
obtainable,  as,  on  account  of  the  small  quantity  shipped,  it  does 
not  serve  for  mixing  with  other  grades. 
Fibres.  There  are  large  quantities  of  fibre-giving  plants  such  as  aloe, 

pita,  and  sansieviera,  growing  alongside  the  rivers,  which  give 
very  fine  fibres,  but  as  in  the  case  of  cotton-planting  there  are 
no  capitalists  who  care  to  buy  machinery  to  work  up  an  industry. 
Before  the  railway  commenced,  large  quantities  of  Adansonia 
fibre  (the  bark  of  the  baobab  tree)  were  exported  to  Liverpool 
and  Botterdam.  Now  the  natives  prefer  to  work  on  the  railway. 
There  are  large  forests  of  the  baobab  tree  in  different  part3,  some 
alongside  the  railway.  With  proper  machinery  for  working  the 
fibre  a  very  profitable  industry  might  be  opened  up. 

Cattle  thrive  very  well  in  the  province,  especially  in  the 
districts  of  Ambaca,  Malange,  and  the  hinterland  of  Mossammedes, 
but  they  will  not  live  in  Cazengo  (the  coffee  district). 

The  import  duties  remain  the  same  as  those  mentioned  in 
Acting-Consul  Brock's  Beport  (No.  1105),  with  the  exception  of 
ium,  alcohol,  .and  spirituous  liquors,  which  pay  50  per  cent,  more, 
and  on  wines  and  beer,  which  have  been  increased  300  reis  niore, 
the  decalitre.  The  export  thities  have  been  increased  3  per  cent, 
ad  valorem  on  all  produce  exported. 
Municipal  lax.  There  is  a  small  municipal  tax  on  all  articles  paying,  import 
duties, 
and  The  exchange,  which  was  at  3s.  6d.  (5$715  reis  to  the  1Z.)  at 
the  commencement  of  the  year,  fell  to  3s.  2d.  (6$315  reis  to  the  11) 
in  December.    The  general  opinion  is  that  it  will  go  lower  owing 
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to  Portuguese  financial  difficulties.  There  has  been  no  improve- 
ment in  banking  since  the  last  reports.  The  Banco  Nacional 
Ultramarino  still  holds  the  monopoly.  The  rate  for  discounting 
local  bills  is  9  per  cent,  per  annum.  Drafts  on  Portugal  are  sold 
at  the  following  premium,  2  per  cent,  at  8  days'  sight,  1£  per  cent, 
at  30  days'  sight,  1  per  pent,  at  60  days'  sight,  and  \  per  cent, 
at  90  days'  sight.  The  bank  does  not  give  drafts  on  foreign 
countries,  and  there  is  only  one  firm  (English)  here  that  gives 
drafts  on  London.  The  bank's  privileges  cease  in  1,900.  It  is 
expected,  however,  that  they  will  be  renewed. 

The  city  will  shortly  be  illuminated  by  means  of  gas.     A  Ga*. 
company  has  been  formed  called  the  Loanda  Gas  Company,  Limited 
(registered  in  London),  with  a  capital  of  50,000Z.    The  installation 
is  well  under  way.    The  manager  is  a  Belgian. 

The  Eoyal  Trans- African  Eailway  Company,  which  has  an  Railways, 
extension  of  364  kiloms.,  is  now  open  for  traffic  up  to  the 
308th  kilom.,  many  delays  have  occurred,  and  parts  of  the 
construction  have  been  stopped,  owing  to  the  company  being 
limited  to  a  certain  expenditure  per  month  by  the  trustees. 
Annex  H  will  show  the  movement  in  1895  and  1896.  The 
falling-ofF  in  the  up  freights  in  the  latter  year  being  due  to  the 
large  stocks  remaining  up  country  from  the  previous  year,  and 
the  fall  in  price  of  coffee,  as  mentioned  in  the  introductory 
remarks.  The  directors  of  the  company  have  obtained  a  concession 
from  the  Government  to  carry  the  line  as  far  as  Malange,  another 
150  kiloms.,  and  a  fine  tract  of  country  will  be  opened  up.  Some 
difficult  work  has  to  be  done  between  kiloms.  310  and  316,  there 
being  no  less  than  10  viaducts  to  construct.  The  line  is  expected 
to  be  opened  to  Ambaca  within  the  next  18  months.  All  the 
material  and  rolling-stock  is  of  Belgian  make. 

A  small  local  railway  runs  from  Catumbella  to  Benguella,  a 
distance  of  15  kiloms.,  it  is  badly  constructed,  still  it  facilitates 
the  transport  of  goods  and  produce  and  saves  the  trouble  of 
getting  native  labourers,  besides  preventing  robberies  of  the 
rubber  by  the  carriers  who  steal  and  then  immerse  their 
loads  in.  water  so  as  to.  make  up  the  weight.  The  rubber 
being .  mixed  up  with  a  certain  amount  of  spongy  bark,  absorbs 
a  large  percentage  of  water.  It  is  a  common  thing  for  a  carrier 
to  deliver  his  load  weighing  4  or  5  lbs.  more  than  when  he 
received  it.  Coffee  is  robbed  by  putting  fine  stones  and  sand  in 
the  place  of  the  coffee  extracted  to  make  up  the  weight.  So  the 
railway  does  some  good.  Preliminary  studies  have  been  made  for  a 
line  to  start  from  Benguella  or  Mossammedes  to  the  hinterland  as 
far  as  Caconda.  The  starting  point  has  not  yet  been  decided. 
This  line  would,  open  up  a  large  tract  of  country,  rich  in  minerals, 
rubber,  and  cattle.  If  the  company  is  formed  it  would  be  well 
for  British  manufacturers  to  look  to  their  laurels,  and  not  allow 
themselves  to  be  cut  out  by  Belgian  makers. 

The  Biver  Quanza  Company,  which  runs  two  steamers  up  the  River  Quanta 
river  as  far  as  Dondo,  is  almost  at  a  standstill  since  the  railway  Company, 
reached  Cazengo,  as  all  the  coffee  which  previously  came  vik     % 
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Dondo  by  means  of  carriers,  now  comes  by  rail  The  town  of 
Dondo  is  almost  deserted,  the  house  property  which  a  few  years 
ago  was  valued  at  200,000/.  sterling,  to-day  would  not  realise 
10,000/.  sterling.  The  general  opinion  was  that  the  railway  should 
have  passed  there,  and  the  construction  of  a  branch  line  has  been 
talked  of  to  go  from  Cassualalla  (the  nearest  station  to  Dondo). 
However,  it  is  very  doubtful  of  realisation. 

Mining.  Copper  has  been  discovered  near  Senza  de  Itombe,  a  station 

situated  at  189  kiloms.  on  the  railway,  and  concessions  have  been 
obtained  for  working  the  mines;  the  concessionaries  are  now 
waiting  the  report  of  the  analyst  on  the  samples  sent  to  Europe. 

Gold.  Gold  (both  alluvial  and  quartz)  has  been  discovered  in  the  interior 

of  Mossammedes,  and  a  syndicate  has  been  formed  in  which 
various  nationalities  are  represented,  but  owing  to  some  irregu- 
larities in  the  registration  of  the  mines  (through  the  fault  of  the 
authorities),  they  are  not  allowed  to  be  worked.  The  principal 
place  is  called  Cassinga. 

Companhia  de        The  Companhia  de  Mossammedes,  which  is  nominally  Portu- 

M^8am*  guese,  but  is  worked  mostly  with  German  capital,  has  obtained 
a  concession  from  the  Portuguese  Government  to  trade,  rear  cattle, 
cure  fish,  and  explore  mines  in  the  interior  of  Mossammedes; 
the  concession  comprehends  an  enormous  tract  of  country,  extend- 
ing into  the  interior  as  far  as  the  Zambezi.  The  Cassinga  mines, 
mentioned  above,  are  situated  within  the  zone  of  the  Company's 
concession,  and  it  is  owing  to  the  opposition  of  the  concessionaries 
that  the  discovery  made  by  the  gold  mine  syndicate  is  not  recog- 
nised, although  the  registration  was  made  before  the  company  was 
formed. 

Floating  dock.  The  Government  has  had  a  floating  dock  here  since  September, 
1896 ;  it  was  built  in  Holland.  Full  particulars  and  tariff  are 
given  below : — 

Length,  60  metres  (197  feet) ;  breadth,  15  metres  (49  feet  4 
inches).  The  dock  can  take  ships  up  to  1,300  tons  displacement, 
not  drawing  more  than  15  feet  water.  Charges,  800  reis  (about 
2s.  &d.)  per  each  ton  of  displacement  during  the  first  48  hours,  and 
100  reis  (about  3$d.)  per  ton  for  each  24  hours  following.  The 
lowest  charges  are  200  milreis  (about  31/.  5s.)  for  the  first  48 
hours,  and  50  milreis  (about  71.  16s.  '3d.)  for  each  24  hours 
following.  The  charges  include  entering  and  going  out  of  dock, 
and  everything  that  is  required  to  put  the  ship  ready  for  work. 
It  is  very  probable  .that  these  charges  will  shortly  be  reduced. 
Under  special  agveement  the  dock  authorities  will  supply  labour, 
tools,  and  do  repairs.  It  is  a  general  regret  that  the  dock  has 
not  capacity  for  taking  large  vessels,  as  there  is  no  other  between 
Cadiz  and  Cape  Town.  The  dimensions  speak  for  themselves. 
With  a  larger  dock  many  ships  might  be  induced  to  call  here. 

Dredger.  A  dredger  (made  in  Holland)  has  been  working  for  the  last 

two  years,  and  has  opened  up  a  channel  to  the  custom-houso 
pier. 

Discharging  The  facilities  for  discharging  have  been  greatly  improved.     An 

cargo  at  iron  pier  (Belgian  work)  has  been  constructed,  with  two  15-ton 

cue  torn  s  pier. 
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steam  cranes  at  the  end  (supplied  by  a  Glasgow  firm),  and  the 
dredger  having  opened  the  channel  there  is  no  stranding  of  lighters. 
The  discharging  is  therefore  mucli  quicker;  however  there  is  still 
room  for  improvement. 

The  only  line  of  importance  running  to  the  ports  of  the  Lines  of 
province  of  Angola  is  the  Empreza  Nacional  de  NavigaqJo  ^%te9men- 
Vapor  (a  Portuguese  company),  which  runs  two  steamers  monthly, 
leaving  Lisbon  on  the  6th  and  23rd,  touching  at  Madeira,  St. 
Vincent,  St.  Thiago,  Principe,  and  St.  Thom6  Islands,  Cabinda, 
Sant'  Antonio  (Eiver  Congo),  Ambrizette,  Ambriz,  Loanda,  Novo 
Eedondo,  Benguella,  Mossammedes,  and  Port  Alexander,  every 
alternate  steamer  calls  at  Liverpool.  The  other  lines  of  steamers 
are  the  British  African  Steam  Navigation  Company,  and  African 
Steam  Navigation  Company,  which  run  a  steamer  a  month  from 
Liverpool  alternately,  as  far  as  Loanda.  The  German  line, 
Woermann  Steamship  Company,  also  run  a  monthly  steamer  from 
Hamburg,  viS,  Antwerp,  to  this  port  The  French  line,  Chargeurs 
Biunis,  has  been  running  a  monthly  steamer  for  the  last  year  from 
Havre,  vi&  Lisbon,  to  Loanda,  Madagascar,  Delagoa  Bay  (Lorenzo 
Marques),  touching  at  Cape  Town  when  occasion  offered.  They 
have  discontinued  calling  here,  so  that  Loanda  will  again  be  com- 
pletely isolated  from  the  Cape,  except  by  telegraphic  communica- 
tion. The  differential  duties  favour  the  Portuguese  line,  both  in 
imports  and  exports. 

Labour  still  continues  very  bad,  prices  ranging  from  1$200  reis  Labour 
to  1$500  reis  per  day  when  there  is  a  press  of  work,  and  even 
then  it  is  difficult  to  get  men. 

There  are  several  salt-pans  along  the  coast,  the  principal  being  Salt, 
at  Cacuaco,  just  outside  Loando;  the  plant  is  well  mounted 
with  steam  engines  and  centrifugal  pumps  for  pumping  up  the  sea 
water.     Some  of  the  machinery  is  English  and  some  American. 

Lime  is  also  made  in  different  parts  of   the  province ;  the  Lime, 
principal  kilns  are  at  Cacuaco,  and  owned  by  the  proprietor  of 
the  salt-pans. 

An  enterprising  Portuguese  has  established  some  works  for  Bricks  and 
making  what  is  known  as  the  Marseilles  tiles.    He  has  turned  tiles, 
out  some  very  fair  work,  but  the  tiles  are  too  heavy,  and  do  not 
find  so  ready  a  sale  as  those  imported  direct  from  Marseilles.    All 
the  machinery  is  of  French  make.    Bricks  are  made  in  different 
sizes,  but  are  also  very  heavy. 

The  greater  part  of  the  matches    are  of  German  make;  no  Matches. 
English  marks  come  into  the  market. 

Without  doubt  the  cultivation  of  the  sugar-cane  is  rapidly  Agriculture, 
extending,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  making  rum  (aguardente).  The  Su*ar  oane* 
ambition  of  every  small  trader  after  he  has  put  a  few  hundreds  of 
milreis  together  is  to  become  a  fazendeiro  (planter),  and  make 
rum,  for  which  there  is  ever  a  ready  sale.  Near  the  coast  the 
cane  takes  about  11  to  12  months  to  come  to  maturity,  and  in  the 
interior  15  to  18  months,  owing  to  the  difference  in  the  altitude, 
where  there  is  less  heat. 

The  planters  are  extending  their  plantations  of  coffee  fromCoftW 
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year  to.  year,  J?ut,lli6.  great  fall  in  the  ^European  markets  in  the 
price,  has  been  very  discouraging  to  themr  The  larger-part  of  the 
coffee  exported  is  brought  in  by  the  natives;  there  are  twe 
qualities,  known  as  Cazengo  and  Enconge ;  th$  latter  obtains  a 
slightly  better  price  in  the  European  market^  although  it  is  all 
native  grown;  it  comes  from  a  better  coffee-growing  district^ 
Cazengo  coffee  is  all  cultivated. 
Tobacco.  Tobacco    is    cultivated  by    the  natives  for   their  own    use. 

The  plant  flourishes  all  over  the  northern  part  of  the  pro- 
vince, and,  if  cultivated,  would,  no  doubt,  open  up  an  important 
industry  in  the  province.  The  imported  tobacco  all  comes 
from  Portugal,  and  is  manufactured  by  the  Companhia  Real 
dos  Taboos  de  Portugal,  ^company  holding  a  monopoly 
from  the  Government,  guaranteeing  the  State  a  certain  amount 
annually  for  the  privilege.  As  in  the  case,  of  all  monopolies, 
the  quality  is  very  inferior.  Unitl  recently  there  tvas  a  small 
local  tobacco  factory  in  Loanda,  but  the  proprietor  died,  and  with 
him  has  died  this  local  industry. 
Mealies,  beans  Mealies,  beans,  and  mandioca  (or  cassava)  are  cultivated  by  the 
and  mandioca  natives  to  a  fairly  large  extent  Luanda  is  very  b^dl y  off  for  fresh 
or  cassava,  vegetables,,  although  water  is  laid  on  all  over  the  city,  but  the 
price  of  500.  reis  per  cubic  metre  prohibits  anyone  from  going  in 
for  market  gardening.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  for  if  water  was 
supplied  cheaper  the  city  could  be  made  more  picturesque  by 
planting  flower  garden?,  and  the  inhabitants  would  profit  by 
getting. a  good  supply  of  vegetables.  Anything  will  grow  on  the 
red  sandy  bills  round  Loanda  as  long  as  there  is  plenty  of  water 
used.  A  few  miles  inside  Mossammedes  grapes,  peaches,  apples, 
pears,  mulberries,  strawberries,  and  other  fruits  grow  well,  besides 
vegetables,  but  very  little  interest  is  given  to  perfecting  the 
cultivation  of  the  plants,  consequently  the  fruit  is  of  an  inferior 
quality..  c 

Machinery.  Up  to  the  present  time  no  British  firm  has  sent  out  a  repre- 

sentative to  this  province.  There  is  a  fair  demand  for  cane- 
crushing  mills,  steam  engines,  and  turbines.  A  representative  of 
an  American  firm  is  out.  here- for  the  third  time  within  four  years, 
an4«has  dpnegood  business,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  the 
British  manufacturers  should  not  do,  as  well.  The  American 
machinery,  is  inferior  to  British  i^akes  and  cheaper,  but  it  sells 
well,  and  that  is  the  principal  thing.  If  a  few  English  firms  were 
to  club  together  and  send  out  a  man  to  visit  the  Islands  of 
Principe,  S.  Thome,  and  then  Loanda,  Benguella,  and  Mossam- 
medes, so  .that  they  might,  get  an  insight  into  what  class  of 
machinery  is  required  tin  thesq  parts,  their  money  would  not«be 
bacUy  sp^nt,  and  they  would  le^m  a  gre^t  deal. 
Stamp  duty.  The  stamp  duty  is  very  heavy,  anij.ias  been  increased  since 
the  commencement  of  this  year;  jt  fqrpis  part  of  the  income  of  the 
Ggveriitoant,  but  it  is  a  very  vexatious,  tax. 
Otfeer  ports  of  Xhe  ctfher  ports  for  which  returns  cannot  be  given,  owing  to 
th©  province,  want  6t  official  information,  are  ginsembo,  Mussera,  Ambrwette, 
MoculU,  Sant*  Antonio,  Landana,  and  Cabinda;  these  «re  all 
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within  what  is  known  as  the  Districto  do  Congo,  and  subject  to 
the  same  duties  as  those  levied  in  the  Congo  Free  State.  The 
class  of  goods  imported  are  much  the  same  as  for  Loanda,  and 
the  exports  are  principally  coffee,  rubber,  palm  oil,  and  palm 
kernels  (the  two  latter  products  mostly  from  Landana  and 
Cabinda). 

No  returns  have  been  obtained  up  to  the  present  respecting  islands  *f 
these  two  fertile  Islands.     The  former  is  in  a  very  flourishing  |-  Thorn*  and 
state,  the  exports  being  coffee,  cacau,  and  quina  (all  cultivated).    nnciPe# 
The  greater  part  of  the  Island   is  owned  by  white  planters  or 
".HMjeiros"  ;  the  plantations  are  called  "nxjas."    The  rubber  tree 
has  been  planted  to  a  rather  larger  extent  in  certain  parts,  but 
only  in  three  or  four  years'  time  can  any  result  be  expected.    The 
latter  Island  is  still  in  a  somewhat  primitive  state,  and  up  to  the 
present  only  cacau  has  been  cultivated.    A  company  called  the 
Companhia  Agricola  de  S.  Thome  e  Principe  has  been  formed, 
and  a  lot  of  land  is  already  under  cultivation. 

There  is  only  one  coal  dep6t  in  Loanda,  owned  by  the  English  Coals, 
firm,  Newton,  Carnegie,  and  Co.,  Limited.  About  200  tons  of  coal 
can  be  supplied  per  day.  Present  prices  rule  about  45$.  per  ton 
free  alongside,  or  2s.  per  ton  extra  put  in  bunkers.'  Between 
Banana  and  Mossammedes  there  is  no  other  coal  depot.  The 
Eastern  and  South  African  Telegraph  Company,  Limited,  have  a 
coal  hulk  at  the  latter  port  for  their  cable  ships,  and  occasionally 
supply  coals.  The  Portuguese  company  (Empreza  Nacional)  has 
a  depot  at  Loanda  for  supplying  their  own  steamers  only. 

Annex  G  chows  the  movement  of  shipping  at  the  ports  of  Shipping. 
Loanda,  Ambriz,  Benguella,  and  Mossammedes  during  the  years 
1895-96. 

The  climate  of  the  province  of  Angola  is  far  from  healthy ;  Climate, 
still,  the  mortality  is  not  so  great  as  one  would  expect.  Inter- 
mittent fevers  are  prevalent  all  the  year  round — the  months  of 
February,  March,  and  April  are  the  worst,  when  many  cases  of 
"  biliosas  "  (bilious  fevers)  and  "  perniciosas  "  (pernicious  fevers) 
occur;  the  latter  are  generally  fatal.  Occasionally,  there  is  an 
epidemic  of  small-pox  amongst  the  native  population,  and  the 
decimation  is  fearful ;  however,  for  the  last  five  years  the  province 
has  been  free  from  this  horrible  scourge.  At  one  time  it  was  the 
prevailing  idea  here  that  white  people  could  not  catch  small-pox 
from  the  blacks,  but  several  cases  occurred  amongst  the  whites 
during  the  last  epidemic.  Mossammedes  is  the  healthiest  part  of 
the  province,  and  serves  as  a  sort  of  health  resort  for  the  people 
further  north  who  are  recovering  from  fevers.  The  Islands  of 
S.  Thomi  and  Principe  are  very  unhealthy. 

There  is  a  very  spacious  and  well-built  hospital  in  Loanda,  Hospital, 
with  comfortable  rooms,  but  the  medical  staff  is  not  sufficient  to 
cope  with  the  number  of  cases  that  come  under  their  charge. 
There  are  generally  from  i.50  to  180  patients — this,  of  course, 
includes  tjiope  of  the  general  infirmary. 

The  sanitary  ajjtatgegiettts  are  of  the  most  primitive  kind  iji  Sanitary 

all  the  towns,  both  on  the  coast  and  in  the  interior.    There  is  a  ***»*«e- 

mente* 
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great  want  of  cleanliness  amongst  most  of  the  whites.  Proposals 
have  been  made  for  sewerage  for  Loanda,  and  the  promoters  are 
trying  their  best  to  get  the  municipal  authorities  to  come  to  terms 
for  the  construction.  If  it  is  realised  it  will  be  a  great  benefit  to 
Loanda. 
Genera!  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  province  of  Angola  is  a  very  rich 

remarks.  country,  and  worthy  of  more  attention  from  the  Home  Govern- 
ment. No  advantages  are  held  out  for  merchants  to  establish 
here,  and  thus  bring  capital  into  the  place,  which  means  more 
business,  the  opening  up  of  roads,  and  the  development  of  industries 
and  agriculture  generally.  The  colony  exists  for  the  benefit  of  a 
few  manufacturers  in  Portugal,  who  reap  all  the  profit.  Take,  for 
instance,  the  falling-off  in  Manchester  cottons  since  1891 :  a  diminu- 
tion of  1,665,710  kilos.  Cotton,  if  coming  from  Manchester  via 
Lisbon,  1,665,710  kilos.,  duties  80  per  cent,  of  250  reis  per  kilo, 
equal  333,142  milreis  (about  51,250Z.) ;  cotton  coming  from 
Portugal  1,665,710  kilos.,  duties  25  reis  per  kilo,  equal 
41,642$750  reis  (about  6,400/.),  showing  a  difference  in  the 
receipts  for  one  year  of  44,850/.  sterling.  It  may  be  argued  that 
the  metropolis  gets  the  benefit,  as  duties  on  the  raw  material  and 
taxes  on  the  factories  are  paid  there.  That  is  true,  but  the  duties 
are  kept  in  Portugal,  and  the  colony  suffers  for  want  of  these  funds. 
The  tobacco  monopoly  is  another  instance  where  the  metropolis 
benefits  at  the  cost  of  the  colony.  The  opinion  of  the  merchants 
is  that  the  Government  should  reduce  the  tariff  to  that  of  the 
Congo  ports.  If  such  a  change  came  about,  the  benefit  would  be 
materially  felt.  The  port  of  Ambriz,  in  the  same  province,  and 
situated  only  50  miles  north  of  Loanda,  has  a  tariff  about  75  per 
cent.  less.  The  merchants  are  much  too  highly  taxed — a  good 
fourth  part  of  their  capital  is  paid  out  in  duties,  with  no  certainty 
when  it  will  be  realised  again.  Angola,  with  plenty  of  capital, 
moderate  taxes,  and  low  duties,  might  in  a  few  years  become  a 
most  flourishing  colony. 

The  different  races  in  the  province  are  not  hostile  nor  warlike; 
their  only  arm  is  the  Lazarina  gun,  which  cannot  be  relied  upon 
to  shoot  straight  at  10  yards,  and  will  not  carry  80  yards ;  they 
do  not  use  shields.  With  such  a  pacific  people  to  deal  with, 
if  roads  were  opened  up,  and  the  province  divided  into  divisions 
and  sub-divisions,  the  chefes  or  commandants  of  each  section 
might  induce  the  people  to  work,  and  the  system  of  "  servicjaes  " 
might  be  done  away  with.  As  things  are  now,  the  people  cannot 
be  induced  to  labour  on  the  plantations,  so  that  the  planters  have 
no  remedy  but  to  ransom  (resgntar)  slaves,  which  is  done  under  the 
contracted  labour  system. 
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Annex  A. — Table  showing  the  Quantity,  Origin,  and  Value  of 
Imports  at  the  Port  of  Loanda  during  the  Years  1895-96. 


Articles  and  Countries. 

1836. 

1896. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Eds. 

Beis 

Tar,  pitch,  and  coal-tar- 

England  ~. 

Kilos.      ... 

1,668 

601000 

... 

... 

Portugal  and  colonies  ...       «. 

M                    ••• 

16,337 

672  600 

16,996 

9178000 

Other  countries 

434 

26  000 

... 

Germany  M.       ...       

l»                    ••• 

1,667 

104  000 

2,612 

100  000 

Guns,  "Bennat  and  Lazarinas  * 
(flintlock*)— 
England 

Number  ... 

19,218 

31,762  960 

10,527 

19,750  300 

Germany 

„        ... 

161 

166  600 

... 

... 

Portugal 

... 

... 

... 

Other  countries 

Number  ... 

660 

881  600 

12 

140  000 

Gunt,  "  other  qoalities  "— 

England - 

„        ... 

6 

120  000 

8 

96  000 

Germany...       .M       

10 

96  000 

3 

28  000 

Portugal «. 

„        ... 

] 

26  000 

2 

48  000 

Other  countries ... 

it        ••• 

16 

264  000 

2 

93  000 

ReroJrera  and  pistols— 

Portugal  ... 

„        ... 

4 

13  000 

... 

Sugar  of  any  quality— 

England 

Kilos.       ... 

126,610 

13,637  933 

93,636 

11,522  600 

Germany 

Portugal  « M 

„ 

110,707 

10,678  000 

86,668 

9,632  000 

„                              *M 

372 

40  000 

1,195 

190  000 

Holland .» 

714 

120  000 

•  M 

••• 

Other  countries 

II                              ••• 

1,670 

290  000 

... 

Manufactured  articles  (needles, 

articles   for   personal   adorn* 

menL  Ac)— 
England 

„                             *M 

8,619 

6,924  616 

8,433 

8,880  150 

Germany «. 

Portugal  ...       m*       

I*                             ••• 

3,746 

2,670  500 

2,632 

1,453  000 

II                              ••* 

3,726 

2,198  140 

1,974 

751  900 

Prance    ...       ...       ...       .- 

II                              »•• 

2,362 

2,098  000 

909 

1,299  000 

Other  countries... 

276 

320  000 

11 

21  500 

On  of  all  kind  used  for  food- 

Portugal  ...       ...       ...       ••• 

litres      ... 

143,991 

29,694  313 

139,635 

27,098  570 

Spain       

•i          ••• 

123 

83  000 

672 

120  000 

Other  countries 

ii          ••• 

100 

6060 

618 

88  000 

Fermented  liquors  :— 
(o)  Beer,  cider,  Ac- 

. 

England  

ii          ••• 

10,794 

8,160  600 

8,966 

8,848  200 

Germany  .M       ...       t~       *~ 
Portugal 

ii          ••• 

23,416 

7,449  000 

28,937 

12,368  000 

„          ... 

4,362 

816  000 

233 

60  000 

France     

ii          ••* 

4,836 

1,386  600 

312 

98  000 

Other  countries ...       — 

ii          ••• 

1,764 

630  000 

... 

(o)  Common  wine,  liquors,  and 
yinegar— 
Portugal        

ii          ••• 

2,081,614 

226,898  781 

1,868,471 

176,001  950 

Spain 

ii          ••• 

61,893 

7,096  000 

... 

... 

Other  countries        

ii          ••• 

19,036 

2,324  000 

4,640 

632  000 

(e)  Vinegar  in  casks— 
Portugal  ...       .«       — 

ii          ••• 

21,626 

1,807  800 

16,787 

1,703  530 

Other  countries  ... 

it          ••• 

1,806 

61  000 

... 

•  M 

(<*)  Common    wine,    Ac,    in 

bottles— 

Portugal        ...       .«       ^. 

ii          ••• 

66,236 

32,706  000 

36,698 

20,850,400 

Germany       «• 

683 

347  000 

106 

66*000 

Franee...       - - 

„                           *M 

840 

644  000 

659 

331  000 

Spain 

England 

|,                           ... 

184 
247 

100  000 
117  000 

::: 

... 

Other  countries        

|l                           »•• 

2,327 

2,678  010 

41 

21  000 

(e)  Sparkling  wines- 
Portugal  - 

II                           •" 

1,067 

1,014  000 

655 

831  500 

Germany ~. 

604 

621  600 

176. 

184  000 

France     m.       •• 

II                           ••• 

113 

60  000 

333 

504  800 

Other  countries 

II                           *•• 

46 

66  000 

... 

... 

Distilled  liquors  :— 

(a)  Plain     rum     under     24° 

Cartier— 

England         ...       ... 

II                           •*• 

184,022 

18,427  600 

72,604 

13,260  000 

Germany       

II                           ••• 

26,104 

8,820  600 

21,341 

2,975  440 

Portugal  and  colonies 

II                           •" 

200 

37  600 

610 

96  000 

(b)  Alcohol  abore  24°  Cartier— 
England « 

l|                           ••• 

211 

74  000 

210 

60  000 

Germany 

n             ••• 

90 

60  000 

... 

... 

Portugal ...       

ii 

464 

84  000 

40 

4600 

Other  countries - 

ii              ••• 

... 

... 

6 

6)) 
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Table  showing  the  Quantity,  Origin,  and  Value  of  Imports  at  the 
Port  of  Loanda  during  the  Years  1895-96— continued. 


i 

Articles  mod  Countries. 

18W. 

1896. 

Quantity. 

VahM. 

Quantity. 

Yatae, 

Bds. 

Bern. 

Distilled  llqnore— continued  :— 

(e)  Prepared  nun,  gin,  brandy. 

England         ~. 

Utres      ... 

9,363 

4,7018700 

5,852 

4,7788600 

German/ 

i,          ... 

928 

1,228  0C0 

412 

269  000 

France...       ...       

t«          ••• 

1,820 

1,087  600 

1,828 

771200 

Portugal  and  colonies 

if          ••• 

18,004 

6,681  000 

10,940 

7,268  600 

Holland         ~. 

t»          ••• 

7,920 

3,418  600 

6,778 

8^33  600 

Other  countries       

it 

1,686 

548  000 

22 

11  000 

Ltme  end  cement— 

England  ...       ...       • 

KJlos.      ». 

118,860 

2,600  000 

77,200 

1,882  000 

Germany M 

Portugal  ... 

ft          ••• 

96,766 

1,600  000 

86,172 

2,470  000 

tt          *•• 

47,904 

922  020 

•9,547 

2,130  000 

Other  countries 

,i  ^        ... 

11,880 

270  000 

2,673 

66  000 

Boots  and  shoes:— 

(<t)  For  trade  not  under  700 

grammes  a  pair— 

Englsnd         

tt 

1,100 

1,192  000 

233 

185  00* 

Oennanr       

Portugal        

it          ••• 

24 

20  000 

4 

7  000 

it           ••• 

1,168 

1,661  000 

473 

626  000 

Other  countries       *...' 

it          ••• 

76 

29  000 

•  M 

... 

(b)  Ordinary  for  trade-1' 

. 

Portugal ...     •  ...       ...   ' '  ... 

Ad  valorem 

• ... 

3,637  300 

... 

1,966  880 

•Germany...       ^       •»>.   -•».. 

tr 

«. 

.  10  000 

*—          • 

a. 

Other  countries ...       

„ 

... 

16  000 

... 

M. 

(c)  Other  qualities- 

1 

England  rM. .    .. 

Kilos.       ... 

608 

888  000 

97 

176  000 

Oennanr.. »» 

Portugal  ;„,; 

i»           ••• 

66 

814  000 

34 

70000 

ti          ••• 

6,697 

14,998  440 

-  ■  5,724 

17,462  500 

France  ,  ...  ^  «.       ...    •   — 

n               »~ 

46 

90000 

... 

... 

'Other  countries ...  ;    *.*.-     ••••■ 

It  '          "  ••• 

91, 

'   466  400 

106 

i  4*28  COO 

Manufactdred  indiardbber— 

. 

£nglan4  .«.      ...  ■     — 

ti               ••• 

882 

476  000  - 

686 

1,081600 

:   Oermanr.M.      •••  .     ••?       •■• 
'Portugal  ..i 

t»         r     ••• 

89 

265  000 

258 

178  000 

ti*             •- 

866 

374  000 

191 

316  740 

Tern—         •- 

England 

ft              •- 

2,882 

2,262  000 

-      1,318 

2,998  000 

Oennanr  —       ~. 

It  . 

874 

6*0  400 

061 

naooo 

-  Portugal  and  colonies4  .„ 

ft 

8 

3  COO 

849 

M«ooo 

'   HottandT;..      ...     !:.."  '  ... 

l.              - 

j...         9. 

\     12  090 

... 

M. 

Men's  hats-r 
England  -. •  '     — 

Alramvem 

4,443  600 

'"   2,742  300 

'Germany...  **    ...  j     *»•     *■*•• 
Portugal ...       ~. 

i  'if* 

... 

2^024  000 

***  ■ 

1,489  300 

ti 

i     .« 

8,481  796 

—4 

2,688  700 

France     f...      ... :     ••• 

Other  countrtef  „i 

it 

!     •— 

,    1,019  256 

... 

•*• 

!       » 

•  ... 

180  100 

... 

•M 

.  Beads— 

'    England  ...  ' - 

1  Kilos.      ... 

..   88,530 

10,506  700 

13v894 

6,610  000 

Qermany  ~«^  ••• ,     — 

1     „ 

1,402 

297  000 

254 

«       123  500 

Other  countries  •••       ...       ••• 

!          I»                     ••* 

1,178 

.222  350 

135 

66  000 

Foreign  munches  or  bosta  not 

oyer  200  cubic  meters — 

j 

ItlnwnOhctwitogi'rtmeV)- 

[  Kilts,       ... 
it           ••. 

•- 

4,250  000 

~ 

350  000 

England  ... 

4,829, 

M63  000 

507 

,    264  600 

•     Germany 

Portugal ...       

2,001 

704  000 

263 

232  000 

ii           ••• 

128 

43  000 

253 

226  000 

Other  countries ...       .,. 

n 

648 

825  000 

... 

„, 

Felt  in  piece  or  made  up— 

England  ~.       ~ 

tt             ••• 

*MI2 

6,216  000 

Mlt 

4176  000 

Other  countries ...       ... 

ti             ••• 

1,062 

461  890 

4,868 

2,012  200 

Thread  cords- 

England  ... 

»i 

8,620 

2^88  200 

2,868 

1,766  000 

Germany... 

Portugal 

ti             ••• 

776 

671  500 

711 

451600 

it             ••■ 

4,661 

749  600 

989 

628  300 

ProTislona:— 

(a)  BJce  and  salt  cod- 
England  , ~ 

ti             ••• 

128,869. 

13359  391 

64,036 

6,604  370 

Germany...       «•       ...       «. 

it             ••• 

299,888 

19,750  300 

316,088 

21,672  008 

Portugal.-       

ii             ••• 

!?»i£i 

1,368  960 

8^26 

823  400 

Other  countries ». 

tt             ••• 

1,922 

176  660 

77,060 

7,362  300 

(b)  Potatoes,  ship's    fclecuiU, 
4rc— 
England 

' 

it             ••• 

4,704 

204  000 

826 

10000 

Portugal        

•t             •- 

888,641 

21,658  300 

420,141 

28,862  300 

Other  countries       ...       ... 

tt             ••• 

18,170 

671  000 

9,644 

476  000 
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Table  showing  the  Quantity,  Origin,  and  Value  of  Imports  at  the 
Port  of  Loanda  during  the  Years  1895-96— continued. 


1895. 

LB96. 

Articles  and  Countries. 

. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Rds. 

Bets'. 

Provisions— continued  :— 

(c)  Batter,  lard,  bacon,  cheese, 

England         ...       *~ 

Kilos.       ... 

67,4)0 

22,642^270 

37,523 

17,6086600 

-Germany        ...       •—       •« 

„          ... 

6,4*6 

2,027  800 

5.662 

6,759  000 

Portugal  and  colonies 

t, 

202,970 

63,302  040 

213,630 

74,149  400 

France ~. 

it           ••• 

254 

121  600 

10  910 

6,906  000 

Holland          ^ 

466 

115  600 

1,130 

664000 

Other  countries        

„           ... 

6,441 

1,!96  610 

2,970 

1,024  000 

Wheat  flour- 

Portugal        ...       M 

ii 

318,796 

31,512  200 

444,354 

48,287  700 

Germany        m 

United  States  of  America  ... 

::     ::. 

868"361 

49,423  520 

13,183- 
436,248 

1,100  000 
47,681  600 

Other  countries 

ii         •• 

16,467 

1,585-000 

•w     " 

'  '   "... 

Canras,  linen,  and  cotton  sail- 

cloth— 

England 

n         — 

9,470 

2,636  710 

9,193 

9.400  000 

German*...       ...       ...       .. 

Portugal...       

ii         ••• 

4,111 
28,052 

723  000 
8,749  686 

4,219 
20,099 

1,010  000 
6,877  800 

Holland ~. 

i*         •• 

2,116 

725  COO 

... 

M. 

Other  countries 

ii         ••• 

140 

7  000 

840 

78  000 

Drugs,   simple   or    compound, 

England  ...          

it         ••• 

908 

1,159  000 

1,390 

3,298  000 

Germany...       

ii         ••• 

219 

959  000 

829 

1,726  000 

Portugal 

It-                    ••• 

26,918 

15,560  85ft 

25,677 

18,873  640 

France     M 

„                     ... 

1,631 

3,153  000 

306 

867  000 

Other  countries  ...       

139 

138  000 

64* 

67  000 

Metals  :— 

4 

(a)  Precious,  in  bars,  Ac- 

England  „. 

Ad  valorem 

'    ... 

130  COO 

■   ... 

367  000 

Germany...       ...       

»f  * 

... 

740  000 

176  000 

Portugal 

•  »t 

... 

7,793  505 

.;-. 

4,813  840 

(6)  Copper,  brass,  Ac.— 

England  „.       

Silos.       ... 

14.894 

.    2,792  000 

9,603 

6,492  300 

Germany 

ti           — 

1,893 

416  000 

2,643 

1,780  000 

Portugal 

it           ••• 

917 

274  600 

1,370 

422  000 

(c)  Wire  and  tubes- 

England  

ii 

39 

14  000 

91 

43  000 

Germany 

ti           ••• 

61 

50  000 

62 

30  000 

Portugal « 

ti          ••• 

133 

86  000 

94 

69  000 

(rf)  Manulactured  not  spedfled 

(plain,      tinned,      nickeled, 

gilded,  Ac)— 

England-        ...    *  .«.:•      „. 

ll'                  ••• 

*   6,968 

4J092  950 

1,408. 

i;2T3;600 

Germany        

II  .          .'••• 

1,367 

1,596  800 
1   2^888  800 

J.023. 

1,276  500 

Portugal    *    ;.. 

II              — 

2,321 

2,089 

2,633  000 

France  

II               ••• 

..      7 

22  600. 

~      16 

^12-090 

Other  countries        ...       ... 

II               ••• 

.     192 

150  660 

219 

382-000 

(«)  Lead,  cast  or  rolled  (bars, 

' 

—  *  —  • 

plates,  Ac)— 

England         

II               ••• 

•    4,667 

463  000 

314 

35  000 

Germany 

II               ••• 

880 

80  60Q 

5 

-   1000 

Tortagal 

11,637 

1,347  000 

2,821 

622  700 

(/)  Manufactured,  not  syed- 

, 

"  *    *     ," 

Portugal        

It               ••• 

254 

40  000 

1,188. 

185  000 

(if)  Tin  and  sine,  cast  or  rolled 

England 

II              ••• 

16,825 

1,565  000 

4.788 

468000 

Germany        ...    »• 

Portugal  *-     ^M 

'      128 

•  ••  20  000- 

1,400 

."Ut«» 

■  .  ! '      I- . ■ mm 

;   3,681 

_480  000 

"W'WalMlifltdY  no*  •speci- 
fied— 
England         ...     *  ..."   .w 

-•.    -    I 

•  1                    *- 

6,167 

1,060  000 

~m 

:r235  000 

Germany       .- 

...  683 

„    -658  000 

.      177 

66  000 

Portugal 

II                    ••• 

1,362 

'949  200 

-  1,412 

304  080 

France...       ...       

iiT-       ••-* 

23 

>  1*666-? 

(—s»'.i.7cr; 

r*?<^..;.'. 

'Other  countries 

it         •••• 

8 

2*000 

*■  ••• 

-••• 

{*>  Itoo   and   steel,    cast   dr. 

..  .    ,* 

....     - . 

rolled- 

.. 

J~     .**>. 

England         ...     .  ... 

»t          ••• 

357,891 

2L194  105 

^ST 

-17;83?000 

Germany       ...       

Portugal  '     

49,166 

^267  000 

-  16,305 

-  -  601.400 

it  :         — 

30,274 

.     2,635  000 

J0.35L 

683  500 

Holland      :.;*.       ...       ... 

it     ■  '  ••— 

.  6,616 

.      226000 

... 

r**4*' 

Other  countries       

ti           ••• 

26,534 

1,860  000 

... 
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Table  showing  the  Quantity,  Origin,  and  Value  of  Imports  at  the 
Port  of  Loanda  during  the  Years  1895-96— continued. 


1896. 

1896. 

Article!  and  Countries. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Beie. 

Bets. 

Metals— continued  :— 

(j)  Columns,     tube*,     posts, 

railings,  tanks,  Ac- 
England         ...*     

K1103.         ... 

829 

176$920 

229,171 

22,275$000 

Germany        

Portugal        

„             ... 

6,790 

680  000 

4,690 

350  000 

„               ... 

40,619 

1,968  000 

4,972 

638  000 

Other  countries        

♦1               ••• 

302 

80  000 

... 

... 

(k)  Cast-iron  manufactures  not 

specified— 

England         ...       „. 

1*              ••• 

14,867 

3,600  000 

6,393 

1,181  000 

Germany        .M       .- 

„               ... 

9,473 

1,926  000 

4,445 

1,693  000 

Portugal         

United  States  of  America  ... 

„               ... 

37,296 

4,172  720 

32,123 

3,828  900 

II               ••• 

2,010 

660  000 

... 

... 

Other  countries        

... 

87 

33  000 

(J)  Locks,  bolts,  fastentngs,&c.- 

England         

tl               ••• 

71,287 

19,214  926 

31,207 

9,852  200 

Germany       

37,119 

9,716  000 

25,769 

9,064  700 

Portugal        

It                   ••• 

162,302 

24,611  966 

48,341 

10,622  080 

France  

801 

313  700 

S3 

.        320  000 

Other  countries        .., 

It               ••• 

4,718 

1,220  000 

605 

135  000 

(m)  Tinned  iron— 

England  ...       „.       

II 

7,062 

2,806  100 

1,799 

529  000 

Germany 

II             ••• 

460 

468  000 

410 

319  000 

Portugal 

II               ••• 

747 

366  000 

1,133 

435  800 

Other  countries 

271 

72  000 

... 

... 

Paper:— 

(a)  Writing  paper  and  enre- 

lopes,  printed  or  plain- 
England         

1,309 

628  000 

2,143 

910  800 

Germany        

Portugal         

II 

2,729 

1,196  000 

2,613 

1,396  000 

II            ••• 

21,061 

7,133  000 

16,876 

11,619  200 

Franco 

... 

976 

404  500 

••• 

... 

•  Other  countries        

II 

416 

117  000 

630 

715  000 

(6)  Other  kinds- 

England  ...       

II             ••• 

1,256 

266  400 

40 

10  000 

Qermanj ~ 

tl             ••• 

1,681 

369  000 

677 

138  000 

Portugal  m.       

II               ••• 

17,018 

3,216  600 

7,489 

2,979  260 

Other  countries 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Nails:— 

(a)  Copper,  brass,  or  similar 

alloys,  6c. — 

England         

Kilos.       ... 

2,794 

1,331  000 

1,227 

678  000 

Portugal        ...       

ii           ••• 

879 

276  000 

6 

6  000 

Other  countries        

ii 

68 

38  000 

90 

60  000 

(b)  Of  any  other  material- 

England  

... 

2,464 

292  200 

1,645 

34C  000 

Germany 

Portugal 

... 

1,708 

304  000 

545 

103  000 

ii           ••• 

40,407 

2,750  000 

24,196 

1,914  900 

France     ...       ...       ...       ... 

388 

110  000 

... 

Holland 

... 

68 

30  000 

... 

... 

Other  countries 

ii 

229 

66  100 

147 

10  000 

Petroleum- 

United  States  of  America     ... 

it 

292,936 

15,191  400 

196,893 

12,198  600 

Germany 

ii           ••• 

7,290 

350  000 

17,815 

1,826  000 

Other  countries 

ii           ••• 

1,200 

68  850 

600 

46  000 

Hatches- 

England  

ii           ••• 

3,692 

896  000 

7,051 

1,986  000 

Germany. 

Portugal 

ii           »•• 

16,276 

2,836  250 

26,814 

8,791  200 

it           ••• 

3,249 

586  600 

680 

136  000 

Holland 

ii           ••■ 

1,040 

300  000 

... 

... 

Other  countries ...       .*, 

ii           ••• 

166 

26  600 

... 

Powder- 

England  ••       ... 

ti           ••• 

88,264 

24,775  635 

31,353 

9,384  000 

Germany 

i«           ••• 

74,737 

25,963  300 

28,883 

10,197  000 

Holland   ...       „       

ii           ••• 

4,363 

1,020  000 

... 

Other  countries .« 

9,120 

2,828  430 

... 

Portugal 

ii           ••• 

... 

... 

212 

100  000 

Ceramic  products  :— 
(a)  Earthenware  of  any  kind- 

England  «.       

ii 

26,138 

3,295  090 

3,888 

885  000 

Germany 

ii           ••• 

62,407 

9,970  580 

20,966 

6,622  600 

Portugal 

ii           ••• 

44,204 

6,619  070 

43,934 

4,224  000 

Other  countries 

ii           ••• 

6,466 

967  000 

122 

60  000 

(6)  Bricks  and  tiles— 
Portugal ~. 

ii           ••• 

181,867 

8,133  090 

307,126 

4,689  240 

France 

ii           ••• 

630,186 

6,000  000 

36,000 

600  000 
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Table  showing  the  Quantity,  Origin,  and  Value  of  Imports  at  the 
Port  of  Loanda  during  the  Years  1895-96 — continued. 


1895. 

1896. 

Articles  and  Countries. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Vslue. 

' 

Eels. 

Beis. 

Ceramic  products — continued  :— 

(e)  Drain  pipes  (common  clay) — 
Portugal  ... 

Kilos.       ... 

746 

50$000 

6,349 

40C$000 

Clocks.  Ac.  :— 
(«)  Watches- 
England  « 

Ad  valorem 

445  000 

... 

388  000 

Germany...        

378  000 

... 

365  000 

Portugal  and  colonies 

" 

... 

730  000 

... 

736  000 

Other  countries 

... 

•«• 

120  000 

(b)  Clocks  not  specified— 

" 

England 

... 

502  500 

... 

... 

Germany 

... 

810  000 

... 

28  000 

France     

... 

15  000 

... 

... 

Portugal  „.       

M 

... 

200  000 

... 

104  000 

Soap- 
England  

Kilos.       ... 

730 

70  000 

1,943 

207  150 

Germany 

Portugal  and  colonies 

••• 

9,111 

163  000 

11 

177,449 

13,284  566 

160,' 118 

14,262  700  ' 

France     

103 

14  000 

... 

... 

Salt- 

„ 

England  

Litres 

129 

15  000 

716 

66  000 

Portugal  and  colonics 

288,265 

3,698  000 

144,998 

1,820  000 

Tobacco : — 

1.  National- 

fa)  Leaf  or  roll- 

Portugal  and  colonies 

Kilos.      ... 

1,776 

661  000 

400 

122  000 

(6)  Cigars- 

Portugal  and  colonies 

... 

838 

1,106  000 

280 

950  000 

(c)  Manufactured  in  any  way- 

Portugal         

i»           ••• 

11,941 

9,634  000 

13,774 

10,947  000 

2.  Foreign- 

Holland          

... 

122 

643  200 

176 

754  000 

Germany        

»»           ... 

369 

1,564  400 

656 

2,532  000 

Other  countries       

„ 

244 

439  395 

48 

132  000 

Woven  goods  :— 

8Uk,  pure  or  mixed,  in  piece 

or  made  up— 

England         

••• 

80 

471  COO 

40 

606  000 

Germany 

i>          ••• 

38 

558  000 

-60 

635  000 

Portugal         

ii 

131 

941  500 

178 

1,247  900 

France 

40 

154  000 

41 

447  500 

Other  countries        

r»              ••■ 

10 

230  000 

5 

39  500 

Woollen  goods,   in  piece   or 

made  up : — 

(a)  Pure  or  mixed  with  silk— 

England         

i» 

206 

700  000 

635 

8,697  000 

Germany        

it              ••• 

245 

564  000 

138 

W0  000 

Portugal  and  colonies 

ii              ••• 

6,277 

14,101  000 

5,670 

13,085  000 

France 

ii              ••• 

893 

1,143  000 

159 

200  000 

(5)  Pure  flannel- 

England         

ii              ••• 

467 

1,072  000 

417 

673  000 

Germany        

177 

472  000 

2 

30  000 

Portugal        

ii              ••• 

1,568 

3,448  000 

161 

274  000 

(c)  Flannel  (woollen  and  cotton 

mixed)— 

England         

ii              ••• 

1,708 

1,698  000 

675 

868  000 

Germany        

73 

135  COO 

82 

122  000 

Portugal         

ii              ••• 

1,440 

249  600 

175 

255  000 

France 

(<I)  Shawls  and  wraps  of  pure 

2 

2  000 

••• 

... 

wool,  Ac- 

England 

ii              ••» 

8 

30  000 

42 

71  400 

Portugal         - 

724 

981  000 

354 

410  000 

Other  countries        

ii              ••• 

11 

15  000 

14 

40  000 

(«)  Knitted  goods  and  "  stock- 
ing stitch,"  Ac- 

England         

ii              ••• 

178 

981  300 

514 

1,602  000 

Germany        

Portugal         

ii              ••• 

166 

375  000 

80 

246  000 

ii 

845 

1,387  000 

789 

1,704  600 

(/)  Goods  not  specified,  pure 

wool,  Ac — 

England         

,,              ... 

5,629 

4,564  500 

4,883 

6,269  000 

Germany        

Portugal         

... 

196 

447  000 

88 

200  000 

ii              ••• 

27,206 

17,302  430 

18,806 

14,143  395 

France 

376 

390  000 

356 

714  000 

Other  countries        

ii              ••• 

489 

391  000 

60 

28  570 

(2428; 
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Table  showing  the  Quantity,  Origin,  and  Value  of  Imports  at  the 


J'ort  of  Loaixla  during  the  Years 


1893-96— continued. 


1895. 


1896. 


Articles  and  Countries. 


C.'tton  U'.ui.-t;: — 
(,{)  IJil.lc  ichotl     (grey 


do- 


mo.- 1  i'-s)  or  bhached  cotton- 
En  if  J  and 

Germany        

Portugal         

Other  countries        

(h)  Coloured  orprinted  cotton— 

Englmd  

Germ.my         ...        ... 

Portugal  

Other  countries         

(i)  Prints— 

England  

Ptrtugal         ... 

Other  countries         

(j)  Stripes — 

•        En^and  

Portjgal         

Other  countries         

Linen,  not  speeilied,  Ac. — 

England 

Germany 

Portugal 

Other  cuuntri*** 

Tow,  s  uking  and  packs- 
England  

Germany 

Holland 

Other  countries 

Paints,  in  powder  or  coloured 
earths— 

England 4 

Germany 

Portugal 

Paint  a  prepared  in  any  way — 

England 

•  itiiii.i'iy 

Port  u, ',il 

Other  oountrics 

Umbni;  1 5  or  sunshades: — 
(«)  Covered  with  eilk  — 

En-  land 

Germany 

Portugal 

Otlu  i  countries 

<'<)  Covered    with    any    other 
ma'er.al— 

England  

Germany         

Port'.gil  

Other  countries         

Cn  relies— 

Kuglmd 

Pt-rtu^al 

Germany 

Era  nee      ,., 

Glass  and  ordinary  glass  vessels, 
<fce.— 

England 

Germany 

Otlu  r,  countries 

Portugal 

Any    manufactured   glass    not 
specified— 

Engl  uid 

Gtrmany 

Portugal 

Other  countries  ...        ,„ 
Good ,  not  specified— 

En-land 

Germany 

Portugal  and  colonies 

France 

Holland I 

United  States  of  America      ..'. 
Other  countiiis 


Kilos. 


Ad  rolorcm 


Quantity. 


186,618 

401 

357,415 

29,930 

64,367 
1,764 

28,512 
8,949 

77,621 

26,978 

1,814 

400,295 
33,456 
41,449 

5,049 
329 

4,170 
82S 

99,660 
4,615 
4,218 
4,351 


1,960 
4,671 
12,3;2 

9,975 
11,657 
9,663 
6,125 


17 

16 

124 

4 


3,251 
312 
409 
65 

2,915 
8,134 
7,816 
14,275 


153 
5,832 
2,366 
22,114 


Value.         Quantity. 


2,359 

9,682 
5,357 
2,404 


Rels. 


79, 4 16.?  180 

681  200 

159,692  120 

16,663  000 

46,309  100 
2,623  000 

24,406  396 
6,378  518 

60,711  375 

22,524  600 

1,630  000 

315,097  870 
29,153  750 
35,956  000 

2,445  COO 
755  000 

5,198  000 
515  000 

22,598  S00 

730  000 

180  000 

1,070  000 


265  000 
655  000 
801  925 

1,016  000 

1,433  000 

1,727  2  0 

710  010 


55  000 
100  000 
127  0U0 

8  0<0 


1,963  500 

305  000 

526  0C0 

85  000 

691  000 
l,t84  500 
1,650  000 
2,849  000 


25  000, 

1,051  700 

350  980 

2,929  520 


1,069  500 

4,003  000 

1,388  300 

144  040 

13,285  330 

9,825  530 

34,183  220 

8,388  224 

480  000 

7,500  000 

991  680 


Value. 


Beis. 


82,550  i  46  283S600 

463  630  500 

323,398  ,  164,505  910 

3,792  1,226  349 


15,740 

1,224 

18,457 

496 

17,900 

23,643 

1,206 

359,903 
3:i,205 


2,027 

39 

2,16* 


69,310 
1,395 


3,645 
I    3,473 

10,616  ' 

!      i 

I    4,092  . 
1    2,007 
I   15,775  I 

i   ...   ! 


12 

23 

26  I 

4  ' 


64 


6.397  i 
10,228  ' 
12,363  ' 


5,237 
3,381 
9,528 


3,067 

6,256 

6,655 

10 


2\890  460 

1,886  000 

16,324  615 

738  000 

24,670  200 

23,997  200 

1,353  000 

277,310  080 
34,319  530 


2,745  0CO 

105  000 

3,061  200 


15,635  000 
100  000 


314  000 

400  000 

1,229  000 

711  000 

461  000 
2,219  6CO 


50  000 
71  200 
60  0CO 
19  WX» 


7S3  000 
31  CtO 
135  0.0 


1,563  000 
2,  167  000 
3,141  000 


795  001 
670  000 
679  SCO 


1,275  5.0 

2,417  COO 

1,960  500 

10  U00 

14,516  960 

10,881  210 

38,337  181 

C07  200 

14,400  000 
720  426 
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Annex  B. — Table  showing  the  Quantity,  Origin,  and  Values  of 
Imports  at  the  Port  of  Mossammedes  during  the  Years 
1895-96. 


Articlea  and  Countries 


Tor,  pitch,  and  coal-tar- 
England  

Portugal  and  colonies 

Guns,       "  Lazarinas "       (flint 
locks)— 

England 

Belgium M 

Germany 

Other  countries 

Sugar- 
England  

Germany 

Austria «• 

Portugal 

Other  countries 

Manufactured  articles  (needles, 
drc,  for  personal  adornment) — 

England 

Germany 

Portugal 

France     

Other  countries...        ... 

Oil,  used  for  food — 

France     „. 

Portugal ...        ... 

Fermented  liquors:— 
Peer,  cidor,  Ac. — 

England 

Germany 

Portugal 

France     ...        

Other  countries 

Common  wines,  liquors,  &c. — 

Kn?land • 

Spain       ...        

France 

Portugal  and  colonies , 

Vinegar  — 

Portugal  ...  .- 
Distilled  liquors : — 
lium  and  alcohol — 

Portugal , 

Pre  jared    rum,    gin,    brandy, 
Are. — 

F.nglnnd , 

Germany , 

France 

Holland 

Portugal 

Li  file  and  cement — 

England 

Portugal 

France     

Boots  and  shoes,  any  kind- 
England 

Germany...         .«*        

Portugal 

Indiarubber— 

England 

Germany 

Portugal 

Other  countries 

Tea— 

England 

Poiiu^a!  and  colonies 

Men's  hats — 

England 

Germany 

Portugal 

France     

Beads- 
England  

Germany 

Italy        

France 


Kilos. 


Number 


Kilos. 


Litres 


Kilos. 


1895. 


Quantity.         Value 


Ad  valorem 


Kilos. 


2,824 
24,289 


461 

805 


20,997 

52,928 

5,224 

£<545 


189 

1,050 

434 

2 

337 
47,493 


3,024 

2,810 

8,436 

703 


4,250 

1,300 

268,357 

21,478 


205 


97 
201 

521 
1,707 
3,786 

35,153 

9,085 


986 

44 

1,755 

111 

"*97 


305 

819 


7,729 
*898 


(24$!, 


Deis. 

197$500 
1,426  260 


3,043  600 
648  000 

214  000 

3,376  502 

7,963  846 

671  000 

242  000 


1,122  070 
201  000 

1,253  980 

368  000 

14  000 

182  000 
12,294  126 


1,020  700 
700  980 

4,700  044 
414  120 


394  000 

175  000 

32,791  739 

2,369  520 
114  600 


68  000 

75  000 

560  500 

689  940 

1,769  048 

273  600 
242  500 


1,520  700 

204  7C0 

5,099  3*0 

402  000 

118  200 


360  500 
1,184  400 

669  550 

33  000 

2,373  bOO 

240  300 

3,661  600 

288  000 


1896. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


4,690 
28,108 


2,131 

184 

1 

61 

28,692 

29,336 

8,060 

137 

1,300 


745 

187 
549 
314 

a 


33,186 


2,420 

2,028 

5,244 

659 

50 

35 

1470 
229,418 


830 


353 
117 

704 

1,10  i 

2,794 

14,857 

44,292 
7,500 

236 

4 

1,82a 

G 

8 

223 

6 

414 

Cb8 


7,836 

4,740 

1,316 

30 


Eeis. 

197SOOO 
1,615  400 


9.103  475 
550  0C0 

16  400 

1,005  000 

4.104  400 
3,346  035 

892  000 
42  000 
136  000 


1,065  850 

482  560 

984  297 

219  900 

46  650 


7,304  490 


493  800 

675  000 

2,329  780 

112  000 

15  000 

12  000 

170  COO 
30,119  120 

3,149  500 


312  500 


246  0(?0 
130  000 
747  000 
'J  5  4  200 
1,462  820 

156  003 
73(J  00O 
112  500 

4*3  43) 

20  W0 

4,339  728 

10  COO 

31  500 
277  440 
125  200 

Z81  500 
fcol  510 

507  810 

75  120 

l,4bii  324 

32  000 

3,273  525 

2,341  400 

582  000 

20  000 


B  2 
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POKTUGAL. 


Table  showing  the  Quantity,  Origin,  and  Values  of  Imports  at  the 
Port  of  Mossammedes  during  the  Years  1895-96 — continued. 


Articles  and  Countries. 


Mirrors  (including  frames)— 

England 

Germany , 

Portugal , 

Felt  in  piece,  or  made  up— 

England , 

Portugal 

Thread  cords— 

England 

Germany...       

Portugal ~ 

France - 

Provisions  :— 
Bice  and  salt  cod- 
England  

Germany  .M       

Portugal  and  colonies 

Norway 

India       

Potatoes,  ships'  biscuits,  Ac— 

England 

Portugal  and  colonies ... 
Wheat  flour- 
England  

Portugal % 

United  States  of  America      ... 
Butter,    lard,    cheese,    bacon, 
Ac- 
England  

Germany 

Portugal 

Denmark...       .-       

France     

Holland 

Spain       ...       «.       

United  States  of  America 
Canvas,  linen,  and  cotton  sail- 
cloth- 
England  ...       .„       

Germany 

Portugal 

United  States  of  America 
Drugs  (simple  or  compound)— 

England 

Germany 

Portugal 

France     

Brazil      

Metals  :— 
Precious,  in  bars- 
Portugal  

Other  countries 

Copper,  brass,  wire,  tubes,  Ac- 
England  ...        

Portugal 

Germnny 

Franco 

Lead  (cart  or  rolled)— 

England 

Germnny 

Portugal 

France     

Tin  and  zinc  (cast  or  rolled}— 

England 

Germany.. 

Portugal 

France 

Iron  and  steel  (cast  or  rolled)  — 

England 

Germany...        ...       ...       ... 

Portugal 

France     

Tinned  Iron- 
England  

Germany 

Portugal 

Franee    ...       ...       


Kilos. 


„  ... 

Ad  valorem 

»t 

Kilos.       ... 


1896. 


Quantity. 


925 
194 
221 


463 

1,070 

176 

1.806 

1,649 


12,681 

4,020 

2,265 

16,954 

96,870 

81 
21,607 


176,478 

4,782 


6,179 

746 

66,971 

458 

4,906 

1,217 

666 

626 


5,586 

26#,736 
280 

442 

1 

3,632 

444 

43 


5,904 

2,188 

197 

125 

5,918 

8,475 
902 

2,868 
18 


66,043 

83 

81,182 

2,730 

146 
40 

914 
72 


Value. 


Beis. 

3591600 
88  600 
125  700 

121  200 
88  000 

689  100 

246  800 

1,238  070 

696  896 


769  000 

217  800 

208  200 

2,660  980 

6,312  600 

6  700 
1,751  810 


22,366  810 
472  600 


2,673  500 

558  000 

19,044  908 

492  800 

4,267  600 
504  200 
143  620 
247  000 


3,609  1C0 

7,729  672 
l£0  000 

619  400 

4  000 

3,680  730 

548  000 

120  000 


2,241  100 
373  000 

2,517  250 
882  034 
446  700 
193  000 

434  700 

1,070  600 
84  200 

170  0C0 
18  000 


6,113  130 

30  000 

3,685  860 

197  400 

98  000 
107  000 
848  316 

67  730 


1896. 


Quantity. 


71 
46 


131 


2,220 

1,640 

275 


55,280 
19,360 
15 
11,438 
52,616 

73 
17,727 

29,650 
199,027 
16,610 


4,632 
970 
68,918 
693 
1,746 
464 
266 
224 


14,631 

209 

14,884 

2,319 

354 

IS 

8,960 

89 

103 


9,606 

485 

19 

39 

6,292 

86 

27,274 

2.060 


12,469 
106 

166,121 

51 

94,283 

10,886 

246 

86 

206 

5 


Value. 


Beis. 


25600O 
42  000 

50  00O 


1,647  000 
631  000 
410  500 


4,104  730 
1,270  000 
4  000 
1,885  200 
8,506  690 

2500 
961  870. 

2,166  0CO 

21.771  710 

1,505  000 


2,002  986 

191  650 

13,013  430 

535  000 

1,302  K5 
246  000 
114  10O 
104  0C0 


4,995  410 

67  000 

2,997  240 

2,732  000 

806  440 

17  860 

3,913  218 

81  500 

170  000 


366  500 
47  500 

3,775  280 

677  550 

76  900 

61  500 

572  600 
12  000 
194  800 
171  500 

15  000 

39  900 

1.201  186 

67  710 

11,868  310 

26  000 

2,010  864 

2,697  600 

185  700 

119  100 

66  670 

8000 
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Table  showing  the  Quantity,  Origin,  and  Values  of  Imports  at  the 
Port  of  Mossammedes  during  the  Years  1895-96— continued. 


1896. 

1896, 

Articles  and  Countries. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Eels. 

Beis. 

Lock*,  bolts,  fastenings,  Ac- 

England  

Kilos.      ... 

25,783 

7,661$100 

15,973 

6,073$640 

Germany „ 

!»                    ••• 

8,064 

2,468  472 

1,900 

1,484  110 

Portugal  ... 

,,                    ... 

47,589 

4,856  872 

9»IS? 

3,506  170 

France     M 

„                    ... 

1,241 

529  160 

4,291 

628  800 

United  States  of  America 

„ 

672 

390  360 

4 

18  860 

Paper  (all  kinds)— 
England 

788 

186  100 

1,946 

739  480 

Germany.-        

... 

148 

88  000 

66 

47  800 

Portugal 

„                    ... 

8,664 

2,928  600 

6,135 

2,107  290 

France     

„                    ... 

251 

119  680 

194 

42  800 

Nails:— 

Coppery   brass,  or  any  other 
material — 

*» 

England         

1 

1,070 

199  699 

1,506 

233  900 

Portugal        

... 

6,624 

610  200 

7,149 

828  360 

France           

„                    ... 

1 

1  200 

197 

33  400 

Matches — 

England 

... 

896 

68  000 

1,124 

290  000 

Germany 

Portugal 

... 

2,181 

949  900 

781 

298  400 

„ 

884 

368  800 

289 

140  600 

Denmark ~. 

II 

1,211 

868  000 

... 

... 

Petroleum — 

United  States  of  America     ... 

II                    ••• 

64,974 

1,482  092 

66,073 

8,567  950 

Powder- 

England  

II                    ••• 

7,688 

8,635  300 

2,879 

881  390 

Ceramic  products  :— 

Earthenware  of  any  kind- 

England  ...       ...       

II                    ••• 

168,818 

600  900 

8,884 

693  468 

Germany 

... 

840 

217  000 

1,116 

421  500 

Portugal 

... 

12,260 

762  600 

11,986 

1,240  800 

France     

„ 

26 

1  980 

72 

13  600 

Clocks  and  watches- 

England  

Ad  valorem 

... 

... 

••• 

149  000 

Germany •. 

Portugal 

ii 

... 

222  000 
287  712 

;;; 

217  040 
87  500 

France    ... 

i, 

«. 

60  220 

... 

216  740 

Soap- 
England  - 

Kilos. 

780 

96  000 

214 

32  100 

Portugal 

ii          ••• 

42,446 

4,587  030 

34,276 

4,690  180 

Tobacco  :— 

Nati  )nal— 

Portugal  and  colonies 

ii          ••• 

5,641 

5,640  200 

7,040 

6,426  675 

Foreign- 
Holland  

192 

825  638 

7 

60  400 

Woven  goods  :— 

Pure  silk,  or  mixed,  in  piece, 

or  made  up— 
England • 

289 

809  700 

337 

1,394  400 

Germany •       

Portugal 

ii          ••• 

82 

1,908 

180  000 
7,030  040 

20 
683 

139  500 
2,612  180 

Prance     ...       .* 

... 

39 

617  800 

9 

108  000 

Italy        ...*      ...       

ii          ••• 

231 

869  600 

31 

92  600 

Flannel,  pure  or  mixed — 

England 

Germany... 

Portugal 

France     

p          ... 
ii          ••• 

142 
"l74 

386  286 
765  330 

261 
15 
164 

698  060 

10  000 

486  580 

ti 

61 

271  200 

251 

839  000 

Shawls,  and  others  not  speci- 

fied— 

England 

ii 

7,473 

9,196  066 

2,502 

2,684  000 

Germany...       ...       

... 

224 

626  300 

76 

856  800 

Portugal 

. 

5,060 

7,960  456 

7,196 

,    6,224  760 

France     

... 

1,016 

1,489  900 

36 

279  000 

Italy       

ii 

... 

... 

61 

45  000 

Paints  in  powder  or  prepared- 

England  ... 

ii          ••• 

9,122 

2,472  206 

MZ 

870  600 

Germany 

Portugal ...       «.       

France     —        

... 

144 

57  800 

113 

26  000 

ii          ••• 

2,963 

623  430 

2,364 
98 

872  200 
24  800 

Cotton  fabrics- 

Unbleached  (grey  domestics) 

or  bleached  cotton- 

England        

•i 

6,160 

6,077  260 

5,167 

4,487  900 

Germany 

... 

81 

310  400 

186 

618  100 

Portugal        ...       

ii 

8,866 

14,408  350 

11,729 

7,914  335 

France ••       ... 

it          ••• 

175 

286  980 

240 

212  200 
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PORTUGAL. 


Table  showing  the  Quantity,  Origin,  and  Values  of  Imports  at  the 
Port  of  Mossammedes  during  the  Years  1895-96 — continued. 


1695. 

1896. 

Articles  and  Countries. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Woven  goods— continued— 

Eels. 

Beis. 

Coloured  or  printed  cottons- 

■ 

England 

Kilos.      ... 

15,132 

14.164*964 

6,591 

6,366$480 

Portngal          

,1          ... 

17,867 

15,840  100 

9,198 

9,715  793 

Other  countries         

»i 

1,042 

1,723  800 

1,170 

1,759  240 

Prints- 

England 

»»          ••• 

2,833 

8,227  500 

7,200 

5,560  850 

Portugal          

2,825 

5,068  800 

2,396 

2,775  460 

Other  countries         

r»             ••• 

97 

390  000 

571 

611  5C0 

Stripes- 

England 

»> 

7,510 

4,535  0C0 

83,674 

12,032  260 

Portugal... 

»t 

17,699 

14,928  265 

14,657 

13,212  216 

Linen  (not  specified)— 

England  ...       ...       ...       ... 

tr               ••• 

390 

291  010 

192 

272  500 

Germany 

„ 

... 

... 

80 

58  500 

Portugal 

»»               ••• 

103 

275  400 

309 

340  500 

France     

,,                       ••• 

899 

1,875  000 

15 

3  000 

Belgium 

,, 

495 

2,864  000 

... 

... 

Tow,  sacking  and  sacks- 

England  ...       .M       

»»                       ••• 

10,014 

3,275  487 

9,316 

2,669  896 

Portugal 

II                       ••• 

818 

845  646 

2,800 

573  600 

Umbrellas  (any  kind)— 

England 

r»               ••• 

12 

24  000 

22 

47  000 

Portugal 

... 

263 

316  300 

92 

110  000 

Other  countries...       

tl               ••• 

62 

73  600 

82 

67  800 

Candles — 

England 

it               ••• 

3,606 

1,878  100 

2,607 

990  013 

Portugal 

70 

48  400 

629 

185  000 

Belgium 

... 

312 

106  300 

60 

30  000 

France 

... 

500 

110  700 

849 

66  000 

Glass  (any  kind)— 

.    England 

it               «• 

1,774 

161  190 

.819 

248  500 

Portugal 

li               ••• 

17,177 

639  505 

6,255 

887  870 

Other  countries 

it               ••• 

1,442 

456  280 

425 

266  535 

Goods  not  specified— 

England 

••• 

... 

12,572  905 

... 

5,988  189 

Germany « 

... 

M. 

912  800 

... 

942  470 

Portugal...       ...       ,*• 

United  States  of  America     ... 

... 

— 

18,560  930 
6,909  044 

... 

18,504  818 
3,090  000 

France    ... 

.•4 

••• 

1,874  560 

... 

1,856  505 

Other  countries  .„       ... 

... 

282  000 

••• 

865  bGO 
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Annex  C. — Table  showing  the  Quantity,  Origin,  and  Values  of 
Imports  at  the  Port  of  lJenguclla  during  the  Years  1895-1)0. 


1395. 


Articles  nnd  Countries. 


Tar,  pitch,  and  coal  tar—  t 

England I  Kilos. 

Germany j      ,, 

l'ortugul 

Ciiva,  *'  Lazaiinas"  (flint- 
1  «ckO— 

Kr.gland Number 

Germany 

France     

Pclgiuni ,      „ 

Portugal '      ,, 

Holland |      „ 

S-gtr—  l 

hngUnd  ...        ...        Kil'\\ 

Germany ,      „ 

Bluzil       „ 

Austria I      ,, 

Other  countries '      ,, 

Manufactured  a:  tides  (needles, 
Ac,  articles  for  personal 
adornment)— 

England 

Germany 

Portugal 

Other  countries 

Oil  of  all  kinds  u  ed  for 
food — 

Portugal Litres 

Fermented  liquors  :— 
Beer,  cider,  &c. — 

England 

Germany 

Portjgal 

Other  countries , 

Common  wines,  liquors,  &c — 


j  Quantity.         Value. 


Quantity. 


Portugal  ... 

Other  countries 

Vinegar— 
Poitugal 

Bum  and  alcohol — 

Germany w 

Prepared  gin,  brandy,  Ac— 

Portugal 

Holland 

Other  countries  .M        .,. 

Lime  and  cement- 
England  ,« 

Portugal „ 

Belgium 

Germany M 

France     ... 

Other  countries 

Boots  and  shoes  of  any  kind- 
England  M 

Portugal „ 

Other  countries...        ... 

Indiarubber— 
England  ...        ... 

Other  countries .« 

Tea— 

Englaad  ... 

Other  countries...        ... 

Men's  bats- 
England  - 

Germany... 
Portugal  ...        «• 
Other  countries... 

Beads— 
England  ...       .- 
Germany...       ~* 
Other  countries ... 

Mirrors  (including  frames- 
Germany  M 

Other  countries ... 

Felt,  in  piece  or  made  up— 
Eagland .M 


I 


2,413 

4.'3 
3,270 


1,255 

1,320 
355 

4,115 
33 
120 

5.121 

38,374 

1,780 

350 

2,7b5 


455 

2r193 
2,220 
1,646 


48,330 


2,685 

30,162 

4,798 

3,037 


„ 

l»              ••• 

585,274 
4,606 

,,               ... 

12,985 

„             ... 

25,028 

,,              ... 
II              ••• 
It             ••• 

8,696 
2,215 
1,690 

Kilos.      ... 
ii           ••• 

!»                     ••• 
II                      ••• 

II                     ••• 

21,800 
47,678 
18,562 
18,062 
88,620 
9,910 

II                      •** 
II                      •" 

462 

1,896 

804 

II                     ••• 

876 
46 

l>                     •" 

18 

416 

Ad  valorem 
ii 

.« 

ii 

... 

Kilos.      ... 
ii          ••• 
ii           ••• 

28,914 

10,668 

702 

it 

„ 

818 
289 

i»           ••• 

11,109 

Beis. 

19C>0.*)5 

30  0tK> 

227  000 


4,040  000 

2,751  COO 

720  COO 

9,810  000 

280  OC0 

350  0C0 

1,042  000 
6.G77  COO 

429  000 
60  000 

356  000 


633  000 
2,308  000 
1,894  650 
1,058  000 


10,820  320 


! 


1,135 

2,618 

622 

10,  CO  3 

17 

240 

20,854 

22,325 

100 

7,824 

260 


1,526 
2,695 
1,133 
1,367 


42,960 


820  0C0  1,061 

9,799  000  i  82,494 

602  500  ■  37,0s8 

964  000  !  573 


81,719  600 

590  000 

1,23?  100 
6,728  000 

1,814  000 

869  000 
1,269  560 

440  000 
1,283  000 
900  000 
660  000 
696  000 

870  000 

599  000 

6,130  620 

402  000 

290  200 
121  600 

66  000 
666  000 

8,438  824 

1,318  100 

1,689  440 

149  400 

9,148  200 

8,722  000 

838  600 

226  000 
148  800 

6,160  100 


493,825 

13,560 

1,805 

3,820 
468 
465 

76,900 
88,530 

77,*260 

6,248 

20,788 

240 
2,474 


16 
16 


618 
767 


18,020 
19,897 
4,776 

740 
868 

10,660 


Value. 
Beis. 


2193C00 


1,870  000 

4,930  000 

1,170  000 

21,820  090 

tO  0C0 

660  000 

8,720  000 

3,769  fcOO 

10  000 

981  000 

40  COO 


1,631  010 

2,378  720 

1,029  000 

926  120 


8,434  200 


352  000 
9,570  000 
6,515  000 

265  000 

48,364  000 


1,247  000 

210  000 

1,627  000 
162  000 
840  920 

1,889  0OO 
988  000 

2,167  000 
400  00O 
880  00O 

267  000 

4,689  600 

172  000 

33  000 
74  000 

706  600 
913  000 

3,277  760 

8,326  800 

1,284  000 

208  000 

4,877  000 
6,817  000 
1,684  285 

886  000 

805  000 

6,228  0CO 
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PORTUGAL. 


Table  showing  the  Quantity,  Origin,  and  Values  of  Imports  at  the 
Port  of  BengueUa  during  the  Years  1895-96 — continued. 


Articles  and  Countries. 

1896. 

1896. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Reis. 

Reis. 

Thread  cords— 

England 

Kilos.      ... 

687 

639«000 

628 

7053000 

Other  countries ...       ...       ... 

,,           ... 

910 

487  200 

2,036 

958  800 

Prorisions  :— 

Bice  and  salt  cod— 

England „ 

,,           ... 

60,262 

3,631  900 

25,761 

2,280  000 

Germany 

,,           ... 

26,614 

2,631  900 

20,501 

1,997  000 

Norway    .„       

it          ••» 

16,697 

3,467  000 

11,914 

2,278  000 

Other  countries 

1,086 

87  000 

895 

85  000 

Potatoes,  ship's  biscuits,  Ac— 

England .« 

i»           ••• 

4,600 

460  000 

45 

6000 

Portugal 

,,           ... 

83,897 

6,122  200 

77,751 

6,328  880 

Wheat  flour— 

England 

tt           ••• 

26,460 

2,836  000 

16,739 

1.924  600 

Portugal 

United  States  of  America 

»»          •• 

109,067 

12,591  979 

150,607 

15,011  400 

23,283 

2,646  600 

26,711 

2,930  000 

Germany 

ii           ••■ 

9,236 

900  000 

•*. 

... 

Other  countries ...        

it           ••• 

1,677 

255  000 

850 

200  000 

Butter,   lard,   bacon,   cheese, 
6c. — 

England         

ii           ••• 

12,038 

6,063  000 

14,069 

5,125  720 

Germany       ...        ...       m 

ii           ••• 

1,149 

736  000 

2,010 

1,223  000 

Portugal 

ii           ••• 

68,788 

14,523  720 

58,849 

12,361  600 

Holland          

ii           ••• 

2,976 

979  400 

1,936 

678  000 

France • 

ii           ••• 

8,612 

2,817  470 

4,606 

2,120  020 

Other  countries        

ii           ••» 

2,600 

1,193  600 

1,717 

774  080 

Canvas,  linen,  and  cotton  sail- 
cloth- 
England  ...       ...       

it           ••• 

4,976 

1,212  600 

1,270 

600  000 

Germany  _       

ii 

1,109 

290  000 

.M 

... 

Portugal 

ti 

7,842 

1,237  000 

2,881 

965  000 

Drugs,  simple  or  compound- 
England  

ii           ••• 

861 

1,038  000 

770 

776  000 

France     ... 

it           ••• 

692 

1,196  000 

178 

135  000 

Portugal 

it           ••• 

6,862 

4,669  700 

3,796 

1,791  000 

Other  countries 

ii           ••• 

62 

176  000 

243 

536  000 

Metals:— 

Precious,  in  bars,  Ac- 

Germany 

Ad  valorem 

417  626 

... 

1,136  000 

Copper,  brass,  wire,  tube,  Ac- 

England  ...       ...       

Kilos.       ... 

6,660 

2,094  000 

3,287 

1,314  500 

Germany...       .„       

Portugal 

it          ••• 

616 

792  000 

2,146 

920  000 

it          ••• 

1,881 

491  980 

1,677 

1,022  000 

Lead,  cast,  or  rolled,  Ac. — 

England 

,,          ... 

9,301 

918  000 

18,140 

916  000 

Germany 

Portugal 

it          ••• 

898 

100  000 

151 

30  000 

ii          ••• 

22,602 

2,386  000 

24,016 

1,774  620 

Tin,  zinc  (cast  or  rolled)— 

England  ...        

ii          ••• 

90 

36  000 

1,983 

309  000 

Germany 

it          ••• 

186 

150  000 

234 

287  000 

Portugal ... 

i»          ••• 

178 

64  000 

632 

210  000 

Iron  and  steel,  cast  or  rolled- 

England  

it          ••• 

6,606 

6,797  000 

89,638 

6,991  000 

Portugal 

it          ••• 

6,424 

4,431  400 

25,204 

3,686  000 

Other  countries 

ii          ••• 

1,927 

648  000 

7,982 

781  000 

Tinned  iron- 

England  

ii          ••• 

144 

77  000 

180 

99  500 

Germany 

Portugal 

France     

Other  countries 

it 

441 

325  000 

51 

65  000 

ii          ••• 

2,266 

479  000 

1,395 

387  000 

*3S4 

140  000 

... 

... 

Locks,  bolts,  fastenings,  Ac- 

England  

ti          ••• 

11,839 

4,271  920 

14,151 

6,292  000 

Germany 

Portugal 

ii          ••• 

12,007 

6,565  615 

11.796 

6,009  000 

ii 

27,801 

6,497  800 

28,500 

8,383  500 

France     

it          ••• 

688 

856  000 

1,078 

352  000 

Other  countries 

it          ••• 

1,662 

916  000 

761 

869  560 

Paper,  all  kinds — 
England 

it          ••• 

777 

4S2  000 

649 

689  000 

Germany 

it          ••• 

1,144 

810  000 

8,290 

1,043  500 

France     

ii          ••• 

287 

197  800 

1C0 

66  760 

Portugal 

Nails:— 

»i          ••• 

11,665 

3,801  500 

15,068 

4,519  000 

Copper,  brass,  or  any  other 
material- 

England         , 

it 

206 

107  000 

1,191 

381  000 

Digitized  by  LiOOQ IC 


LOANDA. 


23 


Table  showing  the  Quantity,  Origin,  and  Values  of  Imports  at  the 
Port  of  Benguella  during  the  Years  1895-96— continued. 


Articles  and  Countries. 


Nails :— continued 
Copper,  brass,  <fec— continued 

Germany        M 

Portugal        

Other  countries        

Petroleum- 
United  States  of  America 
Hatches- 
England  M 

Germany 

Portugal 

Powder- 
England  

•Ceramic  products  :— 
Bricks  and  tiles- 
France     .-       

Portugal 

Other  countries 

Earthenware  of  any  kind- 
England  

Germany 

Portugal 

Other  countries 

docks  and  watches- 
Germany 

Portugal 

Other  countries 

-Soap— 

England 

Portugal 

Salt- 
Portugal  

Tobacco : — 
National— 

Portugal  and  colonics 

Foreign — 

Holland 

Other  countries 

Woven  goods  :— 
Silk,  pure,  mixed,  in  piece,  or 
made  up— 

England         

Portugal         

Germany        

Flannel  (pure  or  mixed)— 

England         

Germany        

Portugal        

France  

Shawls    and    other    woollen 
goods  not  specified  — 

England         

Germany        

Portugal 
Cotton  fabrics:— 
Unbleached   (grey   and    do- 
mestics) or  bleached  cotton- 
England         

Portugal        

Other  countries        

Prints- 
England         

Portugal         

Other  countries       

Stripes- 
England         

Portugal         

Other  countries        ...  "     ... 
Coloured  or  printed  cottons- 
England         

Germany        

Portugal         « 

Other  countries 
Paints,  in  powder  or  prepared- 
England  M 

Germany 

Portugal ...       ...       


Kilos. 


Ad  valorem 


Kilos. 


1895. 


Quantity. 


1,094 

10,578 

155 

51,116 

1,827 
5,204 
2,107 

94,626 


164,869 

27,527 

5,423 

6,885 

2,701 

12,328 

428 


2,628 
53,672 

3,314 


3,878 

224 
125 


1,245 

184 

380 

133 

900 

14 


4,109 

683 

43,644 


265,842 
2,710 

12,157 

21,332 

1,458 

28,580 

89,201 

408 

164,010 

2,169 

125,279 

648 

14,697 
911 

10,089 


Value. 


Eels. 

665$300 

1,266  000 

60  000 

4,728  000 

296  000 

1,545  000 

637  000 

80,889  123 


1,740  000 
150  000 
62  000 

795  615 
1,637  000 
2,778  500 

167  000 

430  000 
148  500 
71  000 

476  000 
4,957  930 

117  000 


2,195  950 

1,039  900 
5*0  000 


734  000 

2,761  800 

160  000 

592  000 

220  000 

1,889  000 

60  000 


3,900  000 

1,160  000 

27,860  000 


61,800  640 

179,803  600 

1,300  000 

11,965  000 

21,691  000 

1,292  000 

24,851  500 

83,168  000 

786  000 

141,067  030 

1,827  000 

103,814  900 

750  000 

1,415  500 

219  000 

1,295  100 


Quantity. 


1,130 

5,767 

146 

86,462 


6,076 
2,627 

83,045 


4,129 
12,905 
11,059 

1,823 


1,424 
49,773 

2,086 


4,265 

110 
313 


394 
598 
262 

357 
457 
844 


12,580 

412 

64,496 


89,332 

440,754 

441 

62,008 
49,144 


66,197 

99,859 

636 

111,152 

2,870 

113,061 

780 

6,029 

379 

9,878 


Value. 


Eels. 

6048000 

1,086  000 

10  000 

6,291  000 


1,816  220 
615  000 

29,204  735 


517  000 
1,896  000 
2,066  000 

299  000 

78  000 
88  600 
120  000 

260  500 
4,441  400 

378  000 


3,903  000 

450  000 
1,560  000 


864  000 

1,441  000 

876  000 

267  000 

830  000 

1,199  000 


8,045  000 
.  856  000 
39,562  500 


41,059  800 

229,366  550 

689  200 

25,061  676 

87,008  500 

1,282  000 

50,666  000 

74,158  660 

848  000 

92,097  425 

2,171  000 

84,899  100 

888  200 

1,860  000 

260  000 

1,856  000 
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PORTUGAL. 


Table  showing  the  Quantity,  Origin,  and  Values  of  Imports  at  the 
Port  of  Benguella  during  the  Years  1895-96 — continued. 


Articles  and  Countries. 

1895. 

1896. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Beis. 

Beis. 

Tow,  sacking,  and  sacks- 

England  Kilos. 

21,082 

4f841$000 

41,250 

10,4418000 

Germany ,, 

2,753 

873  000 

3,704 

1,318  000 

Portugal 1     ,, 

1,230 

501  000 

569 

274  000 

Holland    .«       ,, 

2,452 

740  000 

... 

... 

Other  countries  M „ 

2,247 

350  000 

576 

120  000 

Umbrellas  (any  kind)— 

England ,. 

2,496 

1,470  000 

633 

401  000 

Germany „ 

21 

40  000 

54 

64  000 

Portugal ,, 

885 

467  000 

4,006 

2,648  000 

Candles- 

England  M      „ 

5,053 

1,610  500 

5,901 

2,C3s  500 

Belgium ,, 

G39 

401  000 

466 

133  200 

Germany „ 

2,858 

955  000 

137 

4o  0CO 

Portugal „ 

381 

166  000 

1,475 

360  000 

Glass  (any  kind)—                       , 

_ 

England ...        ...[     „ 

1,002 

150  000 

2,155 

921  000 

Germany ,, 

2,330 

942  600 

2,3*0 

1,280  000 

Portugal ...        .„        „ 

16,035 

2,912  440 

6,319 

1,783  500 

Other  countries... „ 

570 

440  000 

30 

20  000 

Goods  not  specified—                  ( 

England ,         .« 

3,876  160 

3,082  500 

Germany ». 

... 

5,165  030 

3,603  300 

Portugal J 

... 

9,237  320 

11,779  890 

Other  countries | 

... 

1,144  300 

... 

597  460 

United  States  of  America      ...j 

. . ! 

... 

... 

6,507  835 
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Annex  D. — Table  showing  the  Quantity,  Origin,  and  Value  of 
Imports  at  the  Port  of  Ambriz  during  the  Years  1895-96. 


1895. 

1896. 

Articles  and  Countries. 

Quantity. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Value. 

Bels. 

Reis. 

Tar,  pitch,  and  coal-tar — 

England 

Kilos.       ... 

4,605 

164$825 

445 

£16000 

Germany 

j» 

... 

708 

25  735 

Portugal 

i>           ••• 

4,148 

197  480 

2,940 

146  900 

Guns  (tteunas  and  Lazarlnas), 

flintlocks  — 

England 

Number  ... 

765 

970  667 

Germany 

,,       ... 

3,823 

8,788  982 

3*666 

4,600  987 

Belgium 

}j        ... 

390 

730  554 

670 

865  400 

Other  countries , 

Sugar  of  any  quality—                 ' 

861 

1,269  787 

England 

Kilos.       ... 

2,790 

273  729 

2,122 

235  560 

^Germany 

?!                        ••• 

3,109 

424  545 

3,277 

444  75a 

Brazil       ...    • 

11 

1,779 

189  640 

3,070 

324  450 

Austria 

?I                        ••• 

144 

18  395 

58 

9  435 

Holla  n.i 

It 

.« 

646 

86  760 

Other  countries M. 

«                        ... 

1,636 

383  273 

Manufactured  articles  (needles, 

articles  for  adornment,  Ac.)— 

England 

»l                        ••• 

6,096 

4,381  608 

5,849 

3,831  740 

Germany 

J)                        ... 

269 

465  065 

610 

361  070 

Portugal 

>t                        •" 

2,209 

290  153 

823 

177  765 

Other  countries 

271 

374  982 

127 

101  400 

Oil  used  for  food — 

England 

Litres 

378 

68  540 

... 

Portugal 

,,          ... 

8,458 

1,995  499 

4,506 

1,054  280 

Fermented  liquors  :— 

Beer,  elder,  <fcc. — 

England          

i>          ••• 

1,275 

247  943 

... 

Germany        

,,          ... 

718 

156  020 

2,778 

686  187 

Other  countries        

2,825 

413  866 

2,830 

454  940 

Common  wines,  liquors- 

Portugal        

„          ••• 

96,099 

14,530  091 

93,299 

10,519  206 

Other  countries        

»>          ••• 

1,189 

193  255 

... 

Wino  in  bottles— 

Portugal         ...       m. 

,,          ... 

410 

450  082 

758 

441  000 

Vinegar- 

Portugal         t - 

,,          •». 

1,455 

177  940 

1,669 

154  632 

Sparkling  wines — 

England         

tt               ••• 

440 

528  098 

868 

884  147 

Distilled  liquors  :— 

Plain  rum,  under  24°  Cartier— 

England         

st               ••• 

15,586 

1,786  010 

Germany        

380,634 

28,321  949 

862,786 

20,479  306 

Portugal         

!t                   •" 

4,149 

777  257 

880 

87  900 

Other  countries       

t> 

7,838 

2,846  785 

7,199 

600  829 

Alcohol,  above  24°  Cartier— 

England          

>t                   ••■ 

866 

89  855 

676 

78  866 

.    Germany        

tt                    ••• 

160,083 

14,018  004 

184,292 

8,621  707 

Other  countries       

,,                    ... 

15,689 

1,769  918 

7,649 

874,917 

Prepared  rum,  gin,  brandy, 
Arc- 
England         

,,                    ... 

... 

721 

351  940 

Germany        

6,500 

819  075 

9,901 

1,213  962 

Holland           

,,                   •— 

... 

.« 

1,770 

368  521 

France 

11                   ••• 

.«. 

.*. 

44 

60  176 

Portugal         

tt                   ■•• 

.«• 

... 

88 

18  5CO 

Other  countries       

It                    ••• 

6,928 

1,262  927 

1,979 

405  546 

Lime  and  cement — 

England 

»l                   ••• 

7,121 

85  100 

1,444 

28  805 

Germany 

tt   )               ••• 

792 

12  000 

8,790 

77  710 

Portugal 

55,740 

1,810  200 

72,420 

956  890 

Boots  and  shoes :  — 

Ordinary,  for  trade — 

England         

Kilos.       ... 

28 

82  180 

59 

85  049 

Portugal        

»          ••• 

848 

1,579  851 

214 

923  966 

Manufactured  indiarubbe*— 

England 

n          ••• 

21 

8*  840 

73 

57  267 

Germany 

tt          ••• 

•t« 

... 

1 

1  850 

Portugal 

»t          f 

80 

80  200 

21 

82  954 

Tea- 

England  

ti          ••• 

79 

76  120 

18 

16  250 

Portugal 

tt 

118 

179  628 

65 

29  652 
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Table  showing  the  Quantity,  Origin,  and  Value  of  Imports  at  the 
Port  of  Ambriz  during  the  Years  1895-96— continued. 


1895. 

1896. 

Articles  and  Countries. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Beis. 

Beis. 

Men's  hats- 

England  

Ad  valorem 

... 

6633790 

... 

956836 

Germany 

Portugal 

... 

30  760 

22  128 

tl 

... 

140  860 

... 

100  600 

Other  countries 

„ 

... 

112  675 

... 

83  460 

Beads— 

England 

Kilos.       ... 

7,292 

2,195  902 

3,374 

1,058  760 

Germany 

... 

213 

263  162 

190 

109  998 

Italy        

,, 

989 

460  725 

462 

164  240 

Mirrors  (including  frames)— 

England 

,,          ... 

69 

21  101 

86 

28  289 

Other  count!  ies 

it          ••• 

220 

78  200 

... 

... 

Felt,  in  piece  or  made  up— 

England M 

it 

12,421 

4,618  380 

5,750 

1,791,980 

Thread  cords- 

England  

... 

63 

28  490 

98 

46  828 

Portugal 

„          ... 

IS 

16  756 

42 

68  210 

Other  countries 

,,          ... 

67 

71  300 

... 

Provisions  :— 

Bice  and  salt  cod- 

England         

„ 

37,621 

2,137  819 

15,933 

771  601 

Germany        , 

... 

3,154 

191  640 

18,851 

1,182  848 

Norway          

ii          ••• 

1,950 

313  923 

3,802 

672  670 

Portugal         

n 

8,401 

764  842 

22 

81  840 

Other  countries 

ii 

14,262 

647  287 

... 

... 

Potatoes,  ship's  biscuits,  Ac- 

England*        

11 

2,000 

150  881 

1,824 

158  500 

Portugal         

i»          ••• 

38,882 

2,014  424 

82,425 

1,878  373 

Butter,  lard,  cheese,  bacon, 
Ac- 
England         

„ 

3,778 

6,260  719 

1,894 

490  432 

Germany 

II 

207 

182  872 

96 

47  260 

Portugal         

II                     ••• 

18,176 

6,491  106 

19,008 

6,790  238 

Holland           

II                     ••• 

135 

134  540 

206 

136  710 

Spain 

... 

137 

24  690 

124 

14  670 

France 

II                     •" 

731 

470  852 

491 

446  010 

Other  countries        

11 

27 

18  200 

87 

49  018 

Wheat  flour — 

Portugal         

II                     ••• 

86,760 

4,684  487 

32,192 

4,008  626 

\  United  States  of  America  ... 

II 

21,173 

8,136  968 

12,537 

1,283  160 

Canvas,  linen,  and  cotton  sail- 

cloth- 

England  

II 

375 

95  470 

976 

186  620 

Portugal 

11                     *•• 

1,419 

486  320 

1,349 

485  918 

Drugs,    simple   or  compound, 
Ac- 
Germany 

II 

... 

... 

10 

24  6C0 

Portugal 

II                     ••• 

512 

611  676 

511 

674  136 

Other  countries 

11                     ••• 

35 

97  818 

... 

Metals:— 

Precious,  In  bars,  Ac— 

Portugal        

... 

... 

112  960 

... 

... 

England         

... 

... 

... 

89  875 

Copper,  brass,  Ac- 

England         

Kilos.       ... 

2,027 

779  008 

1,800 

482  640 

Germany        

Portugal        

ii          ••• 

63 

84  020 

233 

106  680 

ii          ••• 

235 

110  044 

101 

82  780 

Other  countries       

ii          ... 

286 

230  885 

2 

9050 

Plain,  tinned,  nickeled,  gilded, 

&c— 

England         

ti          ••• 

1,318 

108  088 

246 

106  646 

Germany        

ii          ••• 

... 

49 

59  422 

Portugal         

ii          ••• 

5,719 

134  842 

31 

21  672 

Lead,   cast   or   rolled   (bars, 

plates,  Ac.)— 

England         

ii          ••• 

... 

... 

250 

76  102 

Tin  and  zinc  (cast  or  rolled)— 

England         

n          ••• 

823 

122  160 

53 

17  850 

Othtr  countries       

ii 

277 

166  900 

35 

19  780 

Iron  and  steel  (cast  or  rolled)— 

England         

ii          ••• 

18,455 

774  756 

4,424 

808  640 

Germany        

ii          ••• 

1,849 

125  380 

208 

29  946 

United  States  of  America  ... 

1,864 

182  886 

996 

169  435 

Portugal        

ii          ••• 

16,687 

1,251  684 

1,384 

148  640 
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Table  showing  the  Quantity,  Origin,  and  Value  of  Imports  at  the 
Port  of  Ambriz  during  the  Years  1895-96 — continued. 


Articles  and  Countries. 

1895. 

1896. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Beis. 

Beis. 

Metals :— continued — 

Cast-iron   manufactures  (not 

specified)— 

England         

Kilos.       ... 

8,003 

506$406 

1,704 

120$860 

Germany         

Portugal         

» 

... 

... 

134 

28  085 

,, 

160 

9  000 

408 

70  040 

Columns,  tubes,  posts,  tanks, 
Arc. — 
England         

„ 

10,648 

593  386 

4,156 

384  196 

Portugal         ..%       

.,          ... 

4,333 

686  202 

99 

25  605 

Tinned-Iron — 

England         

,,          ... 

151 

35  362 

20 

5  615 

Germany        

,, 

... 

... 

47 

28  735 

Portugal         

ii          ••• 

96 

56  408 

262 

114  700 

Locks,  bolts,  fastenings,  Ac- 

England 

51                     ••• 

6,848 

3,591  881 

3,010 

2,245  218 

Germany        

6,380 

3,823  717 

8,448 

2,283  778 

Portugal         1      „           M. 

929 

368  873 

899 

866  240 

Other  countries       

... 

953 

814  894 

••* 

... 

Paper  :— 

Writing  paper  and  envelopes, 
England         

165 

84  889 

78 

21  190 

Portugal         

„ 

942 

505  340 

774 

410  840 

Other  kinds- 

England         .„        

... 

16 

28  098 

11 

3  073 

Portugal         .  ... 

,, 

386 

198  730 

268 

265  514 

Other  countries        

... 

42 

47  750 

... 

Nails:— 

Copper,     brass     or    similar 

alloys,  <tc. — 

England         

II                    ••• 

101 

115  360 

357 

93  7&0 

Germany        

Portugal        

II                     ••' 

7 

73  845 

11 

2  <!C0 

l> 

120 

69  223 

11*8 

38  60 1 

Of  any  other  material — 

England         

•• 

476 

f.8  426 

421 

32  67$ 

Portugal         

... 

2.204 

199  422 

1,941 

163  308 

Other  countries 

... 

46 

70  585 

960 

45  33G 

Petroleum- 

Germany 

II 

2,644 

217  250 

300 

14  90G 

Portugal 

11 

8,972 

597  422 

United  States  of  America 

... 

9,827 

635  398 

10,899 

815  000 

Matches — 

Germany 

II 

867 

169  185 

843 

207  030 

Portugal 

l»                     •*• 

2,799 

174  540 

116 

38  880 

Powder— 

Germany...        

II                     ••' 

132,223 

26,791  687 

82,807 

16,952  854 

England 

1,132 

280  875 

906 

259  G80 

Other  countries 

II 

3,681 

560  875 

12,162 

1,296,058 

Ceramic  products  :— 

Earthenware  of  any  kind — 

England         

II                     ••• 

11,715 

1,189  958 

7,326 

876  015 

Germany        

II                    ••• 

115 

30  275 

953 

74  504 

Portugal         

II                     ••• 

2,160 

120  480 

7,075 

745  749 

Other  countries       

,,                    ... 

4,877 

656  440 

2,104 

274  634 

Clocks  (watches)— 

England 

Ad  valorem 

... 

50  600 

... 

85  510 

Portugal ...       .«       

M 

... 

... 

22  293 

Other  countries 

lf 

... 

160  851 

... 

... 

Soap- 

England  

Kilos.       ... 

1,008 

70  390 

1,142 

73  39G 

Germany ~ 

... 

503 

38  096 

553 

47  608 

Portugal 

it 

5,995 

703  226 

4,817 

679  737 

Holland 

„ 

2,974 

252  740 

...  . 

... 

Salt- 

England  

„           ... 

16,898 

165  490 

99,494 

708  347 

Portugal...       

ii           ••• 

200,963 

2,748  290 

201,822 

2,662  497 

Tobacco  (any  kind)— 

England 

i»           ••• 

•    744 

156  840 

496 

78  956 

Germany 

••• 

••• 

— 

100 

57  420 

Other  countries 

... 

... 

316 

183  5C5 

Portugal  and  colonies 

n 

2,166 

€11  430 

... 

... 

Woven  goods : — 

Silk,  pure,  or  mixed- 

England         

... 

1,268 

2,126  379 

930 

851  9G2 

Germany       

ii          ••• 

139 

707  605 

22 

59  810 

Other  countries 

ii           ••• 

887 

1,603  904 

617 

870  550 
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Table  showing  the  Quantity,  Origin,  and  Value  of  Imports  at  the 
Port  of  Ambriz  during  the  Years  1895-96 — continued. 


Articles  and  Countries. 


Woven  goo Js : — continued — 
Pure  flannel — 

Englaud  

Portugal         

Other  countries        

Flannel  (woollen  and  cotton 
mixed)— 

Germany        

England  

Other  countries        

Knitted   goods  and   stocking 
stitch,  <fce. — 

England  

Germany        

Portugal         

Other  countries       

Goods  not  specified,  pure  wool, 
<fcc  — 

England         ...        ... 

Germany        

Portugal         

Other  countries        

Cotton  fabrics : — 
Unbleached  (grey  domestics) 
or  bleached  cotton — 

England  

Germany        

Portugal         

Other  countries        

Coloured  or  printed  cotton — 

England         

Germany         

Portugal         

Other  countries        

Prints- 
England  ... 

Portugal         , 

Other  countries        

Stripes- - 

Englaud  

Portugal         ... 

Other  countries        

Linen  not  specified— 

England 

Other  countries 

Tow  sacking  and  sacks— 

England 

Germany 

Other  countries 

Paints  in  powder  or   coloured 
eartl»s— 

England 

Germany...        ,. 

Portugal 

Other  countries ,. 

Prepared  paints — 
England  ... 

Germany 

Portugal 

Umbrellas  (of  any  kind)— 

England , 

Other  countries... 
Candles— 

England 

Germany 

Holland 

Belgium 

Other  countries 

Glass  and  ordinary  glass  vessels, 
Ac- 
England  

Germany 

Portugal 

Other  countries 


1 

1895. 

1896. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

i 

1 

Eeis. 

Beis. 

Kilos.       ... 
t» 

124 

"*87 

286*430 
140  600 

2 
39 

4 

8$695 
98  460 
85  500 

„ 

>»           ••• 

t»           ••• 

1,818 
3 

1,246  940 

20  000 

144 

346 

4  000 
141  022 
524  o63 

»!                    ••• 
l»                     ••• 

»»                     ••• 

400 
"'62 

432  445 
198  774 

91 

14 

131 
91 

76  966 
58  bOO 
177  600 
92  715 

II                    ••• 
II                     ••• 
II                     ••• 

•" 

::: 

4,230 

15 

33 

833 

2,430  104 
29  800 
48  044 
5*9  b30 

>i     ••• 

16,719 

3,862 

290 

5.556  113 

1.557  980 
322  250 

12,265 
25 

60 
2,640 

4,443  938 

47  600 

101  700 

826  710 

i»     ••• 
•I     ••• 
ii 

>!                    ... 

99,715 

4,843 
5,412 

51,292  201 

1,620  940 
3,226  811 

19,364 

50 

141 

1,782 

9,907  523 
133  420 
396  647 

1,209  834 

II 

40,223 

656 

3,221 

25,422  517 

536  234 

2,224  815 

24,368 

6,161 

279 

13,888  4?5 

4,002  41* 
152  920 

„ 

II                     ••• 

120,318 
1,818 
3,897 

58,130  466 

G56  492 

2,439  747 

85,446 
4,357 
4,089 

36, 653  055 
1,733  C*0 
1,795  4:2 

II                     ••• 

31 
67 

52  870 
327  180 

63 
48 

55  or. 

50  900 

II                     ••• 

18,364 
1.910 
8,346 

2,961  867 

266  420 

•      735  328 

13,934 
1,167 
2,624 

2,159  574 
337  210 
430  814 

II                     ••• 
II                     ••• 

92 

727 

10 

29  117 

82  940 
0  690 

601 

30 

1,353 

48 

45  395 

33  073 

100  317 

11  228 

II                     •■• 
II                     ••• 

625 

86 

257 

127  305 
13  500 
135  605 

1,954 

273 

1,920 

215  740 
48  463 
127  473 

II                     ••• 
II                    ••• 

1,808 
290 

637  450 
224  540 

7e7 

44 

442  062 
67  061 

II                     ••• 

l|                     ••• 
II                    ••• 

2,423 
J,  834 

41 
561 

78 

610  287 

370  987 

8  625 

161  074 

31  852 

2,240 

2,498 

69 

78 

77 

443  230 

404  633 

17  350 

18  950 
11  767 

"'. 

1,313 
561 

201 
7,606 

1G5  040 
130  120 
140  480 
3:8  439 

79 

650 

316 

6,C51 

12  200 
165  188 

42  910 
247  740 
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Table  showing  the  Quantity,  Origin,  and  Value  of  Imports  at  the 
Port  of  Arabriz  during  the  Years  1895-96 — continued. 


Articles  and  Countries. 

1895. 

1896. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Bcif. 

Rei*. 

Atfy  pl.:ss  not  specified— 

England...          

Kilos. 

857 

74*100 

1,299 

158$689 

Germany J       ,,            ,„ 

... 

... 

714 

190  892 

Portu-;.l 

275 

38  350 

316 

42  910 

Other  countries' 

ii 

3UG 

110  405 

3,120 

74  293 

Goods  in  t  >i  vcitled — 

England 

837  082 

... 

2,243  740 

Germany 

... 

36  102 

... 

3,314  369 

Portugal 

... 

.*• 

1,298  245 

... 

10,050  134 

Holland 

«. 

... 

100  510 

13  S00 

France     

... 

108  000 

78  240 

Other  countries 

... 

1,197  322 

... 

2,501  036 

Note.— The  values  shown  in  these  statistics  (A,  B,  C,  D)  cannot  be  considered  as  accurate  as 
when  duties  aiv  on  the  weight  ralues  are  declared  at  random. 
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Uubbor 
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Piilm  kernels 

ConVo 

Hides  ATid  skin*         ...        

Gum,  white  and  red— 

Congo  Free  State M 

Portugal       M.        ...        m 

Seeds     ...       < 
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Orchi'llA  weeds 

Tobacco M 

Ivory      

Pruvisions       
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Fibre  (Andansonla)— 
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